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JOE GUERIN NAMED FOURTH OF JULY PARADE GRAND MARSHAL 
Florham Park 4th of July Celebration Committee 

The Florham Park 4th of July Celebration Committee is proud to announce 
Florham Park’s 69th Annual Fourth of July Parade, widely recognized as the 
longest continuously running Independence Day parade in New Jersey. This 
year’s theme, “America’s Birthday Bash,” adds to the excitement as our 
community comes together to celebrate not only this beloved local tradition, 
but also America’s 250th birthday. The 4th of July celebration is the focal 
point of Florham Park’s Semiquincentennial events.  

First organized in 1957 by members of the Florham Park Volunteer Fire 
Department, the parade has become a cherished local tradition spanning 
nearly seven decades. The Committee will once again present a full day of 
activities on Saturday, July 4, 2026, beginning with a ceremony at Fire 
Company 1 at 9:00 AM, followed by the parade kicking off at approximately 
9:30 AM and concluding at the Florham Park Municipal Complex.  

The parade’s 2026 Grand Marshal, Joe Guerin Jr., is not only a valued 
member of our community, but also a longtime volunteer whose dedication 
has helped shape the very celebration we gather to enjoy each Independence 
Day.  

Joe was born and raised in Philadelphia, PA, the oldest of seven children. 
An avid Philadelphia sports fan, Joe mastered the SEPTA system as a young 
boy to attend Eagles games at Franklin Field, Phillies games at Connie Mack 
Stadium, Big 5 college basketball at the Palestra, and Flyers games at the 
Spectrum.  

After attending the University of Scranton, Joe moved to New Jersey to 
begin a career in financial services. He held roles in actuarial work, municipal 
bond pricing, systems development, finance, and retirement services, 
ultimately concluding his career as a fixed income compliance officer.  

Following his retirement from financial services, Joe began a second 
career in municipal tax collection, serving in Florham Park, White Township, 
Mansfield, and Fanwood.  

Encouraged by his in-laws, Joe and Valerie Chauvette, to volunteer with 
the Florham Park 4th of July Celebration, it quickly became a family affair. 
Four generations have since participated, including Joe’s in-laws, his wife 
Linda, and their two children, Suzanne and Joseph. Today, even his 
grandchild, AJ, volunteers at July 4th activities. A cherished photo captures 
Joe Guerin and a teenaged Suzanne alongside her grandfather serving in the 
Food Court. It is a testament to the family’s long-standing commitment and 
to the family picnic that remains vital to the event’s success.  

Joe has also coached his children in baseball and basketball and served on 
the Recreation Committee, contributing to early planning efforts for what is 
now Volunteer Park.  

He has been involved with Holy Family and the Morris County CYO for 
more than 25 years and currently serves as Treasurer of the Upper Morris 
CYO. He also volunteers for three Knights of Columbus organizations, 
including the McDowell Council, which supports Holy Family and Saint 
Vincent Martyr.  

A dedicated supporter of the Florham Park “Community of Volunteers,” 
Joe currently serves as President of the Florham Park Library Board of 

Trustees and as Vice Chair of the Florham Park 
Planning Board.  
PARADE DAY 

Join us on July 4th to celebrate Joe Guerin 
and all those who make our Borough great. The 
parade kicks off at 9 a.m., and the day will be 
full of festivities including food, music, rides, 
and fireworks.  

At the conclusion of the parade, join us for 
a Family Picnic and Social Garden with live 
music. This late morning to early afternoon 
fundraising event includes rides, food, ice 
cream, and a Social Garden for those age 21 
and older (ID verification required). The day 
concludes with fireworks at the rear of the 
municipal complex near Emmett Field 
beginning at dusk.  

The parade will march on rain or shine. The 
afternoon events are weather dependent. In the 
event of inclement weather, the fireworks will 
be rescheduled for Sunday, July 5th. 

Call Joe Renna  
908-447-1295

Courtesy Photo

(above) Joe Guerin, Grand Marshal, 
Florham Park’s 2026 Fourth of July Parade
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SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone you 
know accomplish something amazing? We are 
interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (accomplishment, honor, award, 
etc.), send us your news!  
Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

ADVERTISING 
Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 

joerenna@rennamedia.com

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ Florham Park Press

OPERA AT FLORHAM ANNOUNCES  
NEW SEASON OF MUSIC AND DRAMA

Opera at Florham is delighted to unveil its 
2026–2027 season, offering audiences an 
exciting journey through beloved Operas, festive 
traditions, legendary performers, and emerging 
vocal talent. 

The season opens on Sunday, July 19, 2026, 
with a special celebration of America’s 250th 
Anniversary featuring a repertoire honoring the 
great American Opera singers whose artistry has 
shaped the nation’s musical heritage. Come see 
this special performance at The Mansion at 
Fairleigh Dickinson University (285 Madison 
Ave, Madison, NJ 07940). 

On September 13, 2026, audiences will be 
transported to Paris with La Vie en Bohème, an 
engaging exploration of Puccini’s beloved 
masterpiece and the captivating lives of four 
struggling artists and the women who transform 
their world. At The Mansion at Fairleigh 
Dickinson University  

The magic continues on November 8, 2026, 
with Fantasy in Opera at The Church of Saint 
Philomena in Livingston (386 South Livingston 
Avenue, Livingston, NJ 07039), showcasing 
enchanting selections from Operas filled with 

wonder, imagination, and the supernatural. 
The holiday season arrives on December 6, 

2026, with the annual Holiday Spectacular: 
Jingle Jingle and Mingle Mingle All the Way, a 
joyful musical celebration at St. Margaret of 
Scotland R.C. Church in Morristown (6 Sussex 
Ave, Morristown, NJ 07960). This performance 
is at 3:00 pm. 

On February 14, 2027, Opera at Florham 
presents Operatic Villains You Love to Hate.  A 
Valentine’s Day program featuring some of 
Opera’s most memorable and delightfully wicked 
characters. Back at our home at The Mansion at 
Fairleigh Dickinson University, Madison, New 
Jersey. 

The spring season continues on April 4, 2027, 
with An Afternoon with the Šebec Tenors: A 
Tribute to Luciano Pavarotti. Acclaimed tenor 
Christian Šebec joins his sons, Zachary and Eric, 
for an unforgettable afternoon celebrating the 
legendary tenor through Operatic favorites and 
family harmony. At The Mansion at Fairleigh 
Dickinson University, Madison, New Jersey. 

The season concludes on May 23, 2027, with 
the 37th Annual International Vocal Competition 
in Honor of Violetta Dupont, where audiences can 
experience the extraordinary talent of tomorrow’s 
Opera stars as they compete for top honors. At 
The Mansion at Fairleigh Dickinson University, 
Madison, New Jersey. 

Opera at Florham invites music lovers of all 
ages to join us for a season filled with passion, 
artistry, storytelling, and unforgettable 
performances. 

Tickets are $35 for General Admission, with 
discounted tickets available for students. Become 
a season sponsor for just $180! All 7 concerts 
for less than the price of 6! Over a 25% discount! 
Visit operaatflorham.org for tickets and more 
information.   

Founded in 1982, Opera at Florham is northern 
New Jersey’s premier Opera company, presenting 
annual concerts, the International Vocal 
Competition, and Opera Talk educational series.

Family-owned  
since 1978.

Call Today for your Free Estimate  
and to Schedule an Appointment 
RESIDENTIAL ROOF SPECIALISTS 

—- One Day Completions —- 
Visit our website to see 

our sample gallery,  
read testimonials and fill out  

our Free online estimate form.

973-975-3359
TigerRoofingNJ.com

Get Your Roof 
Tiger Proofed!

Residential • Condominium • Commercial 

To the patients and the communities that my 
staff and I have served for 40 years, it has been 
an honor and a privilege to serve you. We have 
enjoyed meeting all of you, and after a good 
run, I am retiring. I will be spending my time 
with my family, and enjoying my many 
hobbies. These years have been exciting and 
fun, and the memories I will hold dear. Thank 
you so much for enhancing my life with your 
affection, loyalty,and very interesting stories. I 
have learned so much from all of you.  

Dr.s Steven and Bart Cohen will be taking 
over my Florham Park practice and utilizing 
new technologies to treat a wide range of 
conditions. 

Thank you. 
Most sincerely, 

Robert E. Solomon

PODIATRIST ROBERT SOLOMON 
THANKS COMMUNITY UPON RETIRING
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Dental Group of Florham Park Press Release 
At Duo Dental Group of Florham Park, we believe 

choosing a dentist means choosing a long-term 
healthcare partner. Our mission is simple: provide 
every patient with an exceptional experience, 
personalized treatment, and the highest quality 
dental care in a welcoming and comfortable 
environment. Dr. Zangrilli & Dr. Matarazzo are now 
welcoming new patients, Duo Dental Group 
combines advanced technology, comprehensive 
services, and a patient-first philosophy to make 
dental care more convenient and more comfortable 
than ever before. 

The name "Duo" holds a special significance, 
paying homage to Dr. Matarazzo’s father’s dental 
laboratory, Duo-Design Dental Studio. Renowned 
for its expertise in crown and bridge work, implant 
restorations, and veneers, the lab served a select 
group of esteemed dental practices in New Jersey. 
From your very first visit, our team goes beyond a 
routine cleaning with a comprehensive evaluation 
designed to identify concerns early and help you 
achieve lasting oral health. We screen for gum 
disease, infection and inflammation, bite and jaw 
issues, oral cancer, and airway and sleep-related 
concerns—because proactive care leads to better 
outcomes. 

Whether you need preventive care or more 
advanced treatment, our services are all under one 
roof, including dental implants, veneers, full 
mouth rehabilitation, root canal therapy, crowns 
and bridges, Invisalign®, oral surgery, All-on-X, 
sleep apnea treatment, and Botox®. 

What truly sets Duo Dental Group apart is our 
commitment to every patient. With advanced 
technology, an in-house digital lab, ongoing clinical 
training, and a focus on personalized care, we strive 
to make every visit informative, comfortable, and 
tailored to your individual needs. 

No dental insurance? No worries. We proudly 
offer affordable in-house membership plans for 
children, adults, and periodontal patients, making 
quality dental care accessible without traditional 
insurance. Members receive preventive care benefits, 
necessary x-rays, and savings on additional 
treatments - helping families prioritize their oral 
health with confidence. 

If you’re looking for a dental home that prioritizes 
quality, compassion, and an outstanding patient 
experience, Duo Dental Group of Florham Park is 
now welcoming new patients and looks forward to 
caring for you and your family. 

Call 973-370-9577 today to schedule your first 
visit and experience the difference for yourself.

DUO DENTAL GROUP BRINGS A NEW STANDARD OF  
PATIENT-CENTERED DENTISTRY TO FLORHAM PARK 

Led by Dr. Charles Matarazzo and Dr. Toni Zangrilli, delivering advanced technology, 
exceptional care, and a personalized approach to every smile.

All services under one roof • In house dental lab

(above) Dr. Charles Matarazzo  
and Dr. Toni Zangrilli

131 Columbia Turnpike, #2a • Florham Park, NJ

973-370-9577 • DDGFlorhamPark.com

FREE WHITENING TRAYS! 
New patients that book 
a hygiene appointment. 

Say "Smile" 

when you come in!

43RD ANNUAL LAW ENFORCEMENT TORCH RUN
Florham Park P.B.A. Local 78 

On June 5, 2026, members of the Florham Park 
P.B.A. Local 78 joined police officers and other 
community members from across the state to be 
Guardians of the Flame in the 43rd Annual Law 
Enforcement Torch Run to benefit Special 
Olympics of New Jersey. Over 3,000 Police 
Officers took to their local streets to raise funds 
and awareness for this incredible organization. 
They carry the "Flame of Hope" which officially 
leads into the Special Olympics Summer Games. 
This event helps raise awareness and funds to 
support year-round sports training and 

competition opportunities for thousands of 
athletes with intellectual disabilities throughout 
New Jersey. 
ABOUT LAW ENFORCEMENT TORCH RUN® 

The Law Enforcement Torch Run® (LETR), 
initiated in 1981 by Wichita Police Chief 
Richard LaMunyon, has grown into a 
worldwide movement. What began as a humble 
initiative has transformed into a global beacon 
of hope and unity, driven by the collective 
efforts 

 of law enforcement volunteers. Known as 
Guardians of the Flame, these dedicated 

individuals join hands with Special Olympics 
athletes to champion the cause of acceptance 
and inclusion for individuals with intellectual 
disabilities. The essence of LETR lies 

 in its community-centric approach. Law 
enforcement members from various levels, 
including federal, national, state, provincial, 
local, and even military sectors, come together 
to support this noble cause. Their collaboration 
extends beyond mere participation; 

 it signifies a commitment to fostering a 
society where everyone, irrespective of their 
abilities, is embraced and celebrated.

Courtesy photos
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301 Main Street • Chatham 
973-635-0036 • www.drmurphy.com

Celebrating 
Our 

42nd Year!

“YOUR BETTER HEALTH 
IS OUR ONLY CONCERN!”

LEG PAIN 
You Don’t Have To Live With It!

That “searing, burning pain” in your thigh and  
calf... that “aching, numbing” feeling in your hip and  
buttocks... that “tingling” in your foot and toes and loss  
of balance... It interferes with your ability to walk, to  
ride a bicycle, play golf, garden... to have FUN IN LIFE! 

Leg pain, thigh ache and numbness, and tingling in  
the foot may actually be caused by a pinched back nerve  
even though you have NO back pain - it could even be  
Sciatica. 

Dr. Murphy is an expert at finding the CAUSE of  
your leg pain and numbness and CORRECTING IT...  
WITHOUT THE USE OF DRUGS OR SURGERY.

Dr. Joseph J. Murphy 
Chiropractic Physician 

PAST PRESIDENT 
The NJ and Morris 

Chiropractic Societies 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
The Column 

Palmer Graduate

FIRST TIME VOTER 
RECOGNITION

Kimberly Logan was acknowledged as a first 
time voter after she and her dad cast votes on June 
2, 2026, at the Florham Park Community Center. 
As is their custom for first time voters, the poll 
workers gave Kimberly a round of applause. 
Kimberly attends Mount Saint Mary Academy in 
Watchung.

(above) Kimberly Logan

Photo by Peter Nicolas

973-377-1006 • dohertyroofingcompany.com 
josephdohertycompany@gmail.com 
54 Burnet Road• Madison, NJ 07940

Joseph Doherty, Owner 
License #13VH00977800 

OPERATION SMILE VOLUNTEER VISITS ROTARY
This summer, Jesse Kramer and Ava Hartman 

plan to continue their long-term involvement with 
Operation Smile by Volunteering in Ghana, 
Nepal, and Thailand. These young women will 
build upon their prior volunteer experiences to 
build community partnerships, support 
sustainable development, and student outreach in 
these countries.  Jesse recently visited a Florham 
Park Rotary meeting.  She underscored the urgent 
need for increased awareness and timely 
intervention for children born with cleft lip and 
palate.  That cleft lip and palate are among the 
most common congenital conditions globally. 

In 2025 both Jesse and Ava spent two months 
in Nepal volunteering at the Kopila Valley 
Children’s Home and School, a non-profit school, 
children’s home, women’s cooperative, and 
women’s center. This summer they will continue 
to lead and support student leadership, 
fundraising, and efforts to teach locals about 
clean water using Waves4Water filters. 

In Ghana Jesse and Ava will visit traditional 
schools to speak to students about studying 
medicine, starting Operation Smile school clubs, 
and getting involved in local surgical programs. 

In Thailand, Jesse and Ava will join the 
university team of the Operation Smile 
International Student Leadership Conference. 
They’ll use the opportunities of seeing the lives 
of students all over the world to inspire other 
students to go where they are needed, network 
with speakers and career professionals, and speak 
on an international stage to inspire the next 
generation to take action and become advocates 
for Operation Smile and beyond. 
WHAT IS OPERATION SMILE? 

Operation Smile is a global nonprofit 
organization that provides free surgical care and 
medical treatments to children and young adults 
born with cleft lip cleft palate, or other facial 
deformities.   Beyond performing surgeries, the 
group works to strengthen local healthcare 
systems by training medical professional and 
providing essential equipment in low-and-
middle-income countries.   Since its founding in 
1982, the organization has also empowered a 
global network of student programs, offering 

young leaders the opportunity to advocate for 
global health through international surgical 
programs, local clubs, and leadership 
conferences. 

Operation Smile pioneers research, policy and 
innovation to advance cleft care, and as they 
work alongside local governments, nonprofits, 
universities and health systems.  

To learn more and how to contribute  
or get involved readers can visit:  
operationsmile.org, or contact Jesse Kramer  
at jesskramera@gmail.com.  
Rotary International is a nonpolitical and 

nonsectarian organization open to all people 
regardless of race, color, creed, religion, gender, 
or political preference. There are 46,000 clubs in 
200 countries worldwide and over 100 in New 
Jersey. All are dedicated to bringing together 
business and professional leaders to provide 
humanitarian services, encourage high ethical 
standards in all vocations, and to advance 
goodwill and peace around the world.  

To learn more about the Florham Park Rotary 
visit FlorhamParkRotary.org, check Florham 
Park Community TV (Channels 21 for 
Cablevision and 35 for Verizon), or call or write 
Membership Chair George Gregor  

at ggregor@florhamparkrotary.org  
or 917-848-0982.

(above) Operation Smile volunteer Jesse 
Kramer with Rotarians Charles Germershausen 

and Dave Kramer (club president)
Courtesy Photo
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CASTING CALL 
UGLY HOMES WANTED

A television and streaming renovation 
project is seeking a limited number of 
homeowners in this area with outdated or 
distressed homes requiring substantial 
remodeling. This opportunity is for full-
scale renovations only-not cosmetic repairs.  

Selected projects may qualify for 
professionally documented renovations, 
special project pricing, and potential 
homeowner compensation in exchange for 
filming participation and release. 

Call 833-375-1472 
Ask for the TV Project Department  

Serious inquiries only.

973-604-6340 
www.Got-Rubbish.co

2 MEN PLUS  
A PICK UP TRUCK 

SPECIAL: $129

Licensed & Insured  
Upfront Pricing 

WE DO ALL THE LIFTING, LOADING 
& HAULING AWAY! 

We remove things you don’t need like  
old furniture, household items, appliances,  
yard waste, construction debris & more. 

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR DEMOLITION: 
We take Down  

Sheds, pools, decks, garages, etc. 

LIBRARY SUMMER ADULT READING PROGRAM HAS MORE WAYS TO WIN 
Florham Park Library 

There is still plenty of time to sign up for 
Summer Reading at Florham Park Library. This 
year’s program is designed for all ages and 
encourages the community to discover new 
stories all season long. 

The adult program is expanding this year and 
will include weekly drawings for local gift cards 
and prize baskets. Drawings will take place each 
week on Facebook Live. Each and every entry 
will also be eligible for grand prize drawings in 
August. 

Adults are also invited to join the Hot Titles 
Summer Reading Book Club, where members 
will read award-winning and buzzworthy books, 
then gather to discuss whether they lived up to the 
hype. Meetings began in June and continue in 
July, and August. Visit  florhamparklib.org/events 
for specific dates, times, book selections, and 
registration details. 

Kids Summer Reading participants can also 
earn prizes all summer long! Younger children 
will complete BINGO challenges, while older 
kids read to earn spins on the library’s prize 
wheel. Kids earn raffle tickets towards end-of-
summer grand prizes designed just for them! 

Be sure to pick up this year’s Summer Travel 
Buddy, Dexter the Dino (limit one per family, 
while supplies last), when you register. Take 

ANNUAL SENIOR SPRING LUNCHEON 
Florham Park Senior Citizens Club 

The Florham Park Senior Citizens Club, 
Annual Spring Luncheon was at The Park Savoy 
Estate, Wednesday, June 10th. Attendees were 
treated to a wide variety of delicious appetizers. 
The fabulous luncheon entrées were: Chicken 
Sorrentino, Chateaubriand, Salmon Oscar, 
Spinach and Ricotta Stuffed Eggplant, ending 
with fabulous trays of desserts, coffee and tea. 

While enjoying our lunch entertainment again 
we welcomed the fabulous Anthony Duke Claus, 
soon to be on Broadway in Wicked.  

The Seniors Club spring luncheon provides a 
last opportunity to socialize with friends prior to 
the club’s summer break. The Senior Club’s 
commencement for meeting starts in September 
with an annual picnic, additional details will be 
provided in early September. 

Courtesy Photo

Dexter with you on all your summer adventures, 
snap photos along the way, and share them with 
the library to earn extra raffle tickets toward 
grand prizes. 

Whether you're reading, attending events, or 
earning prizes, the Florham Park Library offers 
something for everyone. Summer at the library is 
going to be an adventure - sign up, get reading, 
and join the fun!

PANTHER LEGACY 
SOCIETY CALLING ALL 

PANTHERS
Ridgedale Middle School is proud to officially 

launch the Panther Legacy Society, an alumni 
initiative designed to reconnect graduates with 
the school that helped shape their journey. 

Mission Statement: The Panther Legacy 
Society exists to strengthen pride in Ridgedale 
Middle School and inspire generations to learn, 
lead, and give back through meaningful 
relationships between 

 alumni, students, staff, and the wider Florham 
Park community. 

Purpose Statement: The purpose of the 
Panther Legacy Society is to celebrate the 
accomplishments of Ridgedale graduates, provide 
opportunities for alumni to engage with and 
support current students, 

 preserve the traditions and history of RMS, 
and foster a lifelong sense of belonging to our 
“Community of One.” 

Vision Statement: The Panther Legacy Society 
envisions alumni actively returning to learn, lead, 
and give back by participating in milestone 
reunions, school traditions, assemblies, 
performances, and celebrations that honor the 
past while shaping the future. Through 
mentorship, panels, speaking opportunities, and 
student-centered events, alumni serve as living 
examples of the values cultivated at RMS, 
reinforcing their enduring role within our 
“Community of One.” 

If you’re an RMS alum, we invite you to 
complete our alumni form and stay connected - 
whether that means attending events, mentoring 
students, sharing your story, or simply 
reconnecting with classmates. The form can be 
found on the Ridgedale Middle School’s Home 
page:  ridgedale.fpks.org/panther_legacy_society 

"Once a Panther, Always a Panther."
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PASSING THE TORCH AT 250: HOW NORTH JERSEY’S NEWEST ENLISTEES 
CARRY AMERICA’S LEGACY FORWARD

Martha Papson Garcia, Ed.D. (U.S. Army) 
Director of Veterans Services, ROTC Liaison, 

Fairleigh Dickinson University 
Veteran organizations often serve as the 

backbone of community support for those who 
have served in the military. Yet, one group is 
uniquely transforming how America honors its 
newest service members—before they even don 
the uniform. While traditional groups like the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) and the 
American Legion focus primarily on veterans 
returning from conflict, Our Community Salutes 
(OCS) dedicates its mission entirely to the next 
generation of patriots: high school seniors 
stepping into the U.S. Armed Forces. 

As communities across the nation prepared for 
Fourth of July celebrations and looked forward 
to America's milestone 250th birthday, the work 
of Our Community Salutes of North Jersey stood 
as a powerful reminder of what local support 
truly meant. 

Founded in 2009 by educator and Army 
veteran Dr. Kenneth Hartman, OCS was created 
to fill an important gap in community 
recognition. While college-bound seniors receive 
enthusiastic decision-day applause and student-
athletes draw local headlines for signing with 
sports teams, military enlistees often quietly slip 
away to basic training without public 
acknowledgment. Our Community Salutes 
ensures these young men and women are the first 
to hear a collective "thank you" from their 
hometown. 

The organization operates on a three-pronged 

support model. For enlistees, public recognition 
ceremonies provide resources, mentorship, and 
a sense of pride to ease their transition into 
active duty. For families, educational tools, 
community connections, and peer networks that 
help parents and siblings navigate the military 
journey. For communities, a collaborative 
platform uniting local business leaders, veterans, 
educators, and elected officials to honor local 
defenders. 

Each spring, the North Jersey chapter of OCS 
brings this essential mission into focus. 
Recently, the group hosted its 10th Annual 
Enlistee Recognition Ceremony at Fairleigh 
Dickinson University’s Florham Campus in 
Madison, New Jersey. 

At this high-profile event, more than 90 high 
school seniors from across northern New Jersey 
were honored as they committed to enlist in the 
Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Coast 
Guard, or National Guard. Surrounded by active-
duty military leaders, veterans, local dignitaries, 
and emotional families, these young patriots 
received a formal send-off recognizing their 
induction into the elite “less than 1% club” of 
Americans who wear the uniform. To further 
support families, OCS introduced programs like 
OCS Connect, designed specifically to build 
community for those at home during their loved 
ones’ military journey. 

As America approaches its 
Semiquincentennial—its 250th birthday—the 
thread connecting these North Jersey enlistees, 
today’s veterans, and the original patriots of the 

Courtesy Photo

Revolutionary War becomes profound. It is an 
unbroken chain of everyday citizens choosing 
extraordinary sacrifice. 

In 1776, the Continental Army was built by 
farmers, blacksmiths, and tradesmen who 
swapped civilian tools for muskets to defend the 
ideal of freedom. Many marched through 
northern New Jersey, known as the “Crossroads 
of the Revolution,” enduring hardships such as 
brutal winters in Morris and Bergen counties. 
Today’s veterans have inherited the 
responsibility of maintaining peace through 
decades of global conflict. Now, these high 
school enlistees—stepping onto the same 
historic Jersey soil—carry forward that legacy 
by voluntarily safeguarding American liberty. 
Just as only about 3% of colonists fought for 
independence, today’s service members 
represent a committed minority protecting the 
majority. 

Many historical battles that were won long 
ago are celebrated on the Fourth of July. But 
organizations like Our Community Salutes 
remind us that freedom is an active, ongoing 
relay race. By honoring the new generation of 
military enlistees, OCS ensures that the legacy 
of American liberty remains vibrant. 

The act of honoring veterans isn't just about 
looking back - it is an investment in the future 
of the nation. Through grassroots support and 
community recognition, these young patriots 
receive a powerful message: their sacrifice is 
valued, their service is celebrated, and their 
legacy is America’s ongoing story.

(above) Our Community Salutes of North Jersey 2026, High School Enlistees
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Mulch

8 Watchung Avenue • Chatham, NJ • 973-665-8222 
ChathamStone.com • We Deliver 

Stone Topsoil

MULCH 
• BARK  • BLACK  • BROWN  

• CEDAR • HEMLOCK • HARDWOOD • 
HAMMERMILL • PLAYGROUND

CLEAN STONE 
• 3/8" • 3/4" • 1 1/2" • 2 1/2" 

RIVER BED 
• 3/8" • 3/4" • 1" • 1" - 3" • 2" - 5"

BASE MATERIAL 
• QUARY PROCESS • MASON SAND  

• RECYCLED CONCRETE 
• CONCRETE SAND • STONE DUST
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Morris County Traveling Mural Project 
Tue., July 7, 7:00-8:30 p.m. 

The mural is a collaborative public art initiative 
designed to celebrate the nation’s 250th 

anniversary while engaging residents across the 
county in a shared creative experience. We 

begin with an introduction to the Mural Project 
by the artists behind this work, Kadie Dempsey 
and Dan Fenelon. Then, we'll invite the public 
to take brush in hand and paint a bit of history 

themselves! No registration required. 
A People Harassed and Exhausted:  

The NJ Militia in the Revolution  
Wed., July 8, 7:00-8:00 p.m.  

Historical researcher, author, and speaker, Larry 
Kidder, will share the story of the men in the 
First Hunterdon County Regiment of the New 

Jersey militia during the Revolution. No 
registration is required to attend in-person. 

Please visit our website to register for Zoom 
Brick City, Silk City & Beyond:  

Baseball's Rich History in North Jersey 
Thu., July 23, 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

Explore key locations throughout the top half of 
the Garden State and learn about the 

personalities that made those diamonds sparkle. 
Presented by lifelong baseball fan and proud 

New Jerseyan, John D. Cerilli. No registration 
necessary, however seating is first-come,  

first-seated. 

New Jersey Property Tax Relief Filing Event 
Tue, July 28, 1:00-4:00 p.m. 

In partnership with the Morris County Office on 
Aging, the Morris County Library is hosting the 

NJ Division of Taxation for a 2025 Property 
Tax Relief Filing Assistance event. For 

homeowners and renters aged 65 and over 
and/or receiving Social Security or Railroad 
Retirement disability benefits.  Get in-person 

filing help from NJ Division of Taxation 
personnel. No registration. 

TEENS (AGES 13-18) 
Paint & Sip 

Fri., July 10, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. 
Celebrate our Summer Reading Program with a 
fun painting class capturing a summer scene on 

canvas. Dress for painting. Registration 
required. 

Oreo Taste Testing Competition 
Fri., July 24, 3:30 - 4:30 p.m. 

We've gathered a secret arsenal of classic, 
limited-edition, and maybe even a few mystery 

Oreo flavors. Form a group of between 1-5 
people and dunk your way to victory! 

Registration required. 

CHILDREN 
Super Bubble Fun Time 

Thu., July 2, 10:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.  
OR 10:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.  

Enjoy an interactive show of colorful bubbles 
presented in all shapes and sizes with comedy, 

games and music! Ages 3-12. Registration 
required. 

SUMMER FAMILY FILMS:  
Free, family-friendly films on Monday 

afternoons @ 1:45 p.m. No registration. 
July 13: “Spies in Disguise” (PG) 

July 20: “Zootopia 2” (PG) 
July 27: “Hoppers” (PG) 

Move & Groove with Miss Jolie!  
Tue., July 14, 10:00 - 10:45 a.m. 

Music, movement, and fun with Miss Jolie! 
Ages 6 & under. Registration required. 

Magic w/Brian Richards:  
Thu., July 23, 3:00 - 3:45 p.m.  

Reading is Dino-Mite! Join magician Brian 
Richards for magic, comedy, and storytelling 

with puppets! Ages 3 - 12. Registration 
required. 

Science Heroes: Digging It!   
Thu., July 30, 3:00 - 3:45 p.m.  

This interactive and exciting STEM show 
combines the wonders of science with 

storytelling! Ages 5 - 11. Registration required. 

ADULTS 
Adult Summer Reading Bingo Continues! 

from June 1 through August 31, 9:00 p.m. 
Pick up an adult bingo card at Readers Services. 

Get bingos through reading prompts; each 
bingo is a chance to win one of three $50 gift 

cards. Bingo cards must be returned to our 
Readers Services desk by 8/31/26 at 9:00 p.m.  

Bingo runs  
True Crime Chat (Via Zoom):  

Thu., July 9, 7:00-8:30 p.m.  
Virtual true crime discussion group meets via 

Zoom. July's topic: Ruby Ridge & Waco. 
Registration required. 
Tuesday Book Club: 

Tue., July 14, 2:00-3:00 p.m.  
This month we’re talking about Junglekeeper: 

What It Takes to Change the World by Paul 
Rosolie. For more info or to reserve a copy of 

the book, please call. No registration.  
Writers Circle 

Tue., July 21, 6:30–8:30 p.m.  
Join our Writing Circle for experience, tips on 

writing, reading, editing, and revising your 
work, whether poetry, prose, or long story. 
Attendees should bring in several printed 

legible copies of their work to be read aloud or 
anonymously. No registration.  

Mystery Book Club: 
Mon., July 27, 7:00-8:00 p.m.  

We read and discuss books chosen by the group. 
No registration necessary. This month’s book: 

The Housemaid by Freida McFadden. To 
reserve a copy of the book, please call. 

(photo courtesy of  Morris County)

photo courtesy of Larry Kidder

MORRIS COUNTY LIBRARY JULY EVENTS 
30 E Hanover Ave, Whippany, NJ 07981 • (973) 285-6930 • www.mclib.info • Registration  at: tinyurl.com

(above) Baseball historian John Cerilli

(above) Morris County Traveling Mural Project

locally owned since 1984 

www.vdsnj.com 
facebook.com/vdsnj 

email: vdsnjira@gmail.com 
908-964-4004 
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

HOME MOVIES 
TRANSFERRED 
to digital files & DVD

• Video Tape Transfers 
• DVD & Flash Drive Duplication 
• High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning 
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528 N. Michigan Ave. Kenilworth, NJ • 908-688-8333 
Hours: Monday - Saturday: 7:30 am - 5:00 pm • Sunday: Closed 

We accommodate the trade as well as the do-it-yourselfers! We are always ready to assist.
SOIL 

Compost .................................$35 
Jersey Brown .........................$40 

MULCH 
Black Dyed ............................$33 
Brown Dyed ..........................$33 
Red Dyed ...............................$35 
Hardwood..............................$24 
Playground ............................$35 

QUARRY BASE MATERIALS 
Mason Sand...........................$60 
3⁄4 Clean Stone .......................$60 
Stone Dust .............................$40 
QP............................................$50 

DECORATIVE STONE 
3⁄8 Riverbed / Pea Gravel......$70 
1 Riverbed............................$115 
11/2-3 Riverbed .......................$99 
3⁄4 Red Stone...........................$84 
3⁄4 Goose Egg ........................$125 
2-4 Goose Egg......................$135 
3⁄4 Arctic White.....................$120 

Prices subject to change without notice.

HARDSCAPE 
• Cement 
• Cinder Block 
• Belgium Block  
• Curbing 
• Bluestone Treads 
• Diamond Blades 
• Limestone Treads 

TOOLS 
• Mason Tools  
• Landscape Tools 

DRAINAGE 
• Catch Basins 
• All Sizes of PVC Pipe 

& DWV Fittings 

LAWN & GARDEN 
• Grass Seed 
• Fertilizers 
• Peat Moss 
• Hay 
• Polymeric Sand 
• Paver Sealer 
• Paver Cleaner

DELIVERY AVAILABLE

Order online at: 
JerseyLandscapeSupply.com

Prices 
per yardOne of the Largest  

Displays of Cambridge  
Pavers in New Jersey!

Waterfalls • Fireplaces  
• Fire Pits • Walls • Walkways  

• Patios • Curbs

Now Stocking  
Rain Bird  
Irrigation Supplies

Shop for All  
Your Lawn Sprinkler 

Needs!
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We Mail 200,000 Newspapers 
  to Every Home & Business 
    in 30 Towns!

Advertise  in any  number of towns

Joe Renna 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPERS RATE SHEET 

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

We print Full Color 
2-Sided, Flyers and 

Menus that get inserted 
into the newspapers, 
and mailed to every 

home and business in 
Town for as low  

as $100 per thousand.
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FREE 'MUSIC OF LIBERTY' CONCERT - JULY 7
Hanover Wind Symphony  

What better place for New Jersey to celebrate 
the birth of the United States of America than in 
Morris County, the home of Washington's 
headquarters and Jockey Hollow? 

Join the renowned Hanover Wind Symphony 
for a free patriotic concert, titled "The Music of 
Liberty," at 7 p.m., on Tuesday, July 7, outdoors 
at Ginty Field, 50 Woodland Ave., in Morris 
Township. This musical tribute to our nation's 
250th anniversary is part of the Morris Township 
Summer Gazebo Series at Ginty Field. Bring a 
lawn chair or blanket. 

"Come celebrate the 250th anniversary of 
America with the Hanover Wind Symphony," 

says HWS music director and conductor 
Matthew Paterno of Parsippany. "Our spirited 
'Music of Liberty' concert will have you 
humming along with patriotic favorites, together 
with songs that shaped our nation from its 
founding until now." 

Among the pieces to be performed are the 
following: "Salute to the Armed Forces," by Jari 
Villanueva; "America the Beautiful," arranger 
Carmen Dragon; "American Riversongs" by 
Pierre LaPlante; "American Salute" by Morton 
Gould; "American Spirit" by Dennis Eveland; 
"Battle Hymn of the Republic," arranger Peter 
Wilhousky; "Chester," by William Billings; 
arranger Jari Villanueva; with Ayden Khan, 
associate music director, conducting "Chimes of 

Liberty" by Edwin Franko Goldman; "Concord" 
by Clare Grundman; "Fanfare 250" by Noah D. 
Taylor; "Irving Berlin's Songs for America" by 
Irving Berlin; arranger James Swearingen; "Land 
of Liberty" by John Wasson; and "The Stars and 
Stripes Forever" by John Philip Sousa 

The Hanover Wind Symphony is a unique 
extension of the great American tradition of adult 
music performance. One of only a handful of 
outstanding community-based adult wind bands 
in New Jersey, the Hanover Wind Symphony 
delights audiences of all ages by giving a 
contemporary twist to traditional favorites. The 
large orchestra, made up exclusively of 
woodwind, brass and percussion instruments, 
embraces as its mission bringing “music to 
people and people to music.” 

For more than 40 years, the Hanover Wind 
Symphony (HWS) has played to enthusiastic 
audiences. HWS members are volunteers who 
share a love for music and a passion for enriching 
the cultural fabric of the community with the 
thrill of live wind band performances. By day, 
HWS members are accountants, engineers, 
teachers and executives. They come together to 
connect musically with others, share the 
enjoyment of music with live audiences, and help 
mentor the next generation of wind musicians. 

For further information about the Hanover 
Wind Symphony, visit hanoverwinds.org

The New Jersey Festival Orchestra (NJFO) 
invites audiences to step into the world of 
Stranger Things this summer with Stranger 
Things: The 1,000 Candles Concert 
Experience, a one-of-a-kind candlelit event 
combining the excitement of live music, 
beloved television themes, and the 
unforgettable sounds of the 70s, 80s, and 90s. 

Performed by a live string ensemble and 
narrated by Maestro David Wroe, this 
immersive concert experience celebrates the 
nostalgia and atmosphere of the hit Netflix 
series while showcasing iconic pop and rock 
classics that defined a generation. Audiences 
will hear music inspired by the show's haunting 
soundtrack alongside recognizable favorites 
from the decades that shaped its distinctive 
sound and style. 

Illuminated by the warm glow of candlelight, 
the performance offers a unique blend of 
cinematic storytelling, nostalgia, and live 
music, creating an unforgettable evening for 
fans of Stranger Things, music lovers, and 
newcomers alike. 

"This concert is designed to bring people 
together through music they know and love," 
said Maestro David Wroe. "Whether you're a 

longtime fan of the series, grew up with the 
music of the 70s, 80s, and 90s, or are simply 
looking for a memorable night out, this 
experience offers something for everyone." 

Perfect for family outings, date nights, 
multigenerational gatherings, and summer 
entertainment, Stranger Things: The 1,000 
Candles Concert Experience welcomes 
audiences of all ages. To encourage younger 
attendees to experience live music, NJFO is 
offering $25 student tickets for patrons age 21 
and under. 

The concert will be presented  
in three performances: 
Saturday, July 25, 2026  

at 5:00 PM and 7:00 PM 
The Presbyterian Church Chapel 

140 Mountain Avenue, Westfield, NJ 
Sunday, July 26, 2026 at 2:30 PM 

Sieminski Theater 
8000 Fellowship Road, Basking Ridge, NJ 
Seating is limited and advance  
ticket purchases are strongly recommended. 
For tickets and additional information,  
visit www.njfestivalorchestra.org  
or call (908) 232-9400.

NJFO PRESENTS STRANGER THINGS:  
THE 1,000 CANDLES CONCERT EXPERIENCE

I BUY OLD MOTORCYCLES 
All Types - Running or Not

Call or Text Glenn 
732-556-7636

Same Day  
Pick-up 
 
We Pay Cash
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ESTATES ROADSHOW BUYING EVENTS

Highest  
   Cash Offer 
     on the Spot!ADD 20% 

TOWARD YOUR SALE 
WITH THIS COUPON!

FOUR WEEKS IN THREE LOCATIONS IN JULY

KENILWORTH HOTEL EMBASSY SUITESCLARK HOLIDAY INN

Don’t Miss Out! 
We Pay the Most! 

Instant Verbal Quotes!

No Appointment Necessary. • FREE Appraisals • FREE Admission

EstatesRoadshow.com 

June 29 thru July 3 
July 27 thru July 31 
CLARK HOLIDAY INN 

36 Valley Rd, Clark, NJ 07066 

10am to 5pm

June 20 thru July 24 
EMBASSY SUITES 

by HILTON PARSIPPANY 
909 Parsippany Blvd, Parsippany, NJ 07054 

10am to 5pm

July 6 thru July 10 
July 20 thru July 24 
KENILWORTH HOTEL 

60 S 31st St, Kenilworth, NJ 07033 

10am to 5pm

Gold Is At An All Time High NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL 

GOLD EXCEEDS $4,000 PER OUNCE!!!

* Limit 1 Per Customer. Visit us at a show with this coupon for more details.  
This Coupon must be presented at the start of the transaction. Other restrictions  
may apply. All prices subject to market fluctuation. Offers Subject to Condition  

& Presentation. Please Bring All Appropriate Boxes & Paper Work.

Speak to the company’s owner: Marshall Smoller: 609-781-6559

WATCHES 
- Rolex 
- Cartier 
- Patek Philippe 
- Pocket Watches

BUYING ALL STERLING SILVER 
- Silverware 
- Trays 
- 925 Jewelry 
- All Sterling Silver

BUYING ALL COINS 
- Gold Coins 
- Gold Eagles 
- Proof Sets 
- Kreugerrands 
- Buffalos 
- US Silver Coins Pre-64 
- Morgan/Peace Dollars

BUYING ALL GOLD 
- Gold Necklaces 
- Gold Earrings 
- Gold Rings 
- Gold Bracelets 
- Gold Pendants 
- Gold Charms 
- Gold Watches

BUYING ALL DIAMONDS 
- Wedding Rings 
- Loose Diamonds 
- Diamond Jewelry 
- Engagement Rings


