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MAILED FREE TO EVERY HOME  
AND BUSINESS IN LINDEN

Call Joe Renna  
908-447-1295

ZAIRE KIMBROUGH RECEIVES 2026 UNSUNG HERO AWARD
Linden Public Schools 

Resilience often grows in the quiet moments 
when no one is watching. 

For Linden High School senior Zaire 
Kimbrough, that resilience has defined his 
journey. After enduring the profound loss of his 
mother at a young age, Kimbrough transformed 
personal hardship into motivation, excelling in 
the classroom while emerging as a thoughtful 
leader among his peers. 

On March 11, that quiet determination was 
recognized on a larger stage when he was 
honored as a 2026 Unsung Hero during the 
Union County School Boards Association 
Unsung Hero Awards Ceremony. 

The annual Unsung Hero Award, presented 
in partnership with the New Jersey School 
Boards Association, celebrates students who 
make meaningful contributions to their schools 
and communities even though they may not 
always receive traditional recognition. These 
students are known for their perseverance, 
character, and ability to uplift those around 
them. 

For Linden High School, Kimbrough 
represents exactly that spirit. 

During the ceremony, Principal Charles 
Koonce praised Kimbrough as a student whose 
strength and character have shaped his high 
school journey. 

“After experiencing the loss of his mother at 
a young age, Zaire has shown remarkable 
resilience,” Koonce told the gathering. “He has 
channeled that strength into his academic 
endeavors and development as a student and 
future leader. Zaire truly values the importance 
of never giving up and being his brother’s 
keeper.” 

Koonce described Kimbrough as a 
personable student with natural leadership 
qualities and a commitment to supporting those 
around him. 

Throughout his time at Linden High School, 
Kimbrough has demonstrated both academic 
dedication and a strong sense of purpose. He 
currently holds an 89.5 GPA, an A average, and 

has earned a place on the Principal’s Honor Roll every year since the 10th 
grade. 

Beyond the classroom, he has also developed leadership skills as an 
active participant in the Chick-fil-A Leadership Academy, a national 
program that empowers students to become service-minded leaders in their 
schools and communities. 

Teachers and administrators say Kimbrough’s strength lies not only in 
his academic success but also in his character. Known as a thoughtful 
problem solver and a student with a kind heart, he has consistently 
demonstrated the perseverance needed to overcome life’s challenges while 
remaining focused on his future. 

Despite the hardships he experienced growing up, Kimbrough has 
remained determined to build a path forward, embracing every opportunity 
to learn, grow, and lead. 

Looking ahead, he has been accepted to William Paterson University and 
New Jersey City University, and plans to major in marketing. 

The ceremony brought together educators, school leaders, and 
community members from across Union County to celebrate students 
whose strength of character and quiet leadership inspire others.

Courtesy Photo

(above) Linden High School senior Zaire Kimbrough  
honored with Unsung Hero Award



LIFE in LINDEN • Page 2   • May 2026          

Renna Media, LLC, Publishers 
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016 

Life In Linden is published by Renna Media. 18,000 
newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every business 
and resident in Linden, NJ. Although great care has been taken 
to ensure the information contained within is accurate, Renna 
Media assumes no liability for errors or omissions.  

©2026 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced 
without written consent from Renna Media LLC. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone you 
know accomplish something amazing? We are 
interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your 
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

 
ADVERTISING 

Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ Life In Linden

NEW JERSEY VETERANS NETWORK
Michael D Boll, NJVN President 

For the past 10 years the New Jersey Veterans 
Network (NJVN) has proudly marched on 
Memorial Day parades alongside our troops and 
veterans to honor those we have lost. While these 
events are deeply meaningful, our mission 
extends far beyond parades and ceremonies. 

NJVN is a dedicated team of volunteers 
committed to actively reaching veterans in need 
and connecting them with life-changing—and 
often life-saving—resources. We have built a 
strong, statewide network focused on improving 
the quality of life for our veterans. 

Our support includes essential services such as 
food, clothing, personal items, and transportation. 
However, our primary focus is on outreach 
programs and recreational therapy events 
designed to support mental health and overall 

well-being. 
Veteran mental health remains one of the most 

critical challenges facing our community. 
Tragically, veteran suicide continues to be an 
ongoing crisis, with numbers that have remained 
steady or increased each year. This is why 
outreach, connection, and mentorship are at the 
heart of everything we do. 

We are always eager to collaborate with 
organizations that share our mission. Most 
importantly, we are in need of dedicated 
volunteers who can support our efforts on a 
regular basis.  

If you are interested in joining our team, please 
contact us: Email:  

NJVN1775@gmail.com;  
Phone: (973) 332-1556.  
To learn more visit njvn.org.
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Saving for the future is important  
to every family!  
MidState Federal Credit Union  
has been helping local individuals  
and families for over 75 years!

We will fund your new  
FREE checking account  
with a $25 bonus! 
Courtesy of your friends at  
MidState Federal Credit Union!"*

* Individual or joint checking account offer is contingent upon opening a Member Savings  
Account in the amount of $100 in conjunction with free checking account to be funded with  
a $25 bonus. The prospective member must also be at least 21 years old to open a Member  
Share Savings Account to participate in this offer. If the account should be closed within 45  
days, there would be an account closure fee of $25. One ACH transfer or direct deposit is a  
requirement of this offer. This offer is available for redemption through May 28th, 2026. 
New members must also live, work, worship, attend school, or own a business or other  
legal entity in Union County or Carteret.

ITALIAN CONTINENTAL CUISINE 
WONDERFUL FOOD 

WITH GREAT ATMOSPHERE

Private Rooms Accommodate Guests 
Ranging from 25-200 

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
Closed Mondays 

Gift Certificates Always Available 

(908) 862-0020 
1700 W. Elizabeth Ave, Linden, NJ 

www.amiciristorante.com

Mother’s 
     Day 

May 10, 2026

Make Your 
Reservations Now 

        For

a la carte dining

TIGER PRIDE WELLNESS DAY
Linden Public Schools 

The return from Spring Recess did not feel 
routine. It felt focused. Energized. Together. 

On Friday, April 10, students and staff across 
Linden Public Schools came back on a half-day 
schedule after Spring Recess. Instead of a quiet 
ease-in, the district turned the early dismissal into 
Tiger Pride Wellness Day, a shared experience 
that brought the district’s mission to life: 
empowering every student to reach their full 
potential through diversity, instructional 
excellence, and a deep commitment to the whole 
child. 
MOVEMENT, ENERGY, AND OPPORTUNITY 

Across the district, movement led the way. In 
gymnasiums, basketballs echoed off hardwood, 

volleyballs arced over nets, and soccer games 
unfolded in bursts of speed and laughter. In 
hallways and outdoor play areas, students rotated 
through relay games and light fitness activities. 
On green spaces and blacktops, they ran, skipped, 
and played under open skies. 

Students and staff wore Tiger gear and 
Linden’s black and orange, turning every corridor 
into a living stream of school pride. Teachers and 
students stretched and danced together, creating 
moments that were both joyful and unifying. 
These were not just activities; they were 
opportunities in motion where students built 
confidence, collaborated with peers, and 
practiced skills that extend well beyond the 
classroom.

Photos by Linden Public Schools
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SAY GOODBYE 
  TO KNEE 
    & JOINT PAIN 
      WITHOUT 
        RADIATION 

Introducing RADIATION FREE KNEE INJECTIONS 
Under Ultrasound Guidance

Why Do You Need It?  
 
• You have knee pain that's so bad  

it interferes with everyday life.  
 
• You have tried nonsurgical treatments  

for several weeks or months and your  
symptoms have not improved.  

 
Benefits of Viscosupplementation  
 
• No pain from the injection  
• No recovery time  
• Quick results  
• No radiation 

Ask us about Viscosupplementation  
 
Viscosupplementation is a non-invasive, FDA-approved treatment proven 
effective for Osteoarthritis and other types of pain.  
 
Viscosupplementation is a procedure n which a gel-like fluid called 
hyaluronic acid is injected into the knee joint. Hyaluronic acid is a natu-
rally occurring substance found in joint fluid, acting as a lubricant to en-
able smooth bone movement and absorb shock when  
needed; Because people with osteoarthritis have a lower than normal con-
centration of hyaluronic acid in their joints, viscosupplementation is an ex-
cellent therapeutic option for these individuals.  
 
Viscosupplementation is a high-tech answer for all those who think that 
surgery, dietary supplements, and prescription medication are the only 
options for eliminating knee pain. In fact, this new treatment enables most 
people to get back to enjoying everyday activities in a matter of weeks. 
Treatment is covered by most major health insurance plans, including 
Medicare. 

If you answered "yes" to any of these questions,  
there's good news: NORTHEAST SPINE  
AND SPORTS MEDICINE can offer the relief  
you need to save a life free of knee pain. 

Do You Experience: 
• Joint pain or tenderness?  
• Joint stiffness after a period of inactivity  

or when you first wake up?  
• Loss of flexibility?  
• Grating sensation when you move?  
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FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS 

1767 Morris Avenue, Suite 206, Union, NJ 07083 

Follow me on Facebook 
@Anthony Gallego

Anthony Gallego 
908-472-8433 

BuyAndSellWithGallego.realtor

CASTING CALL 
UGLY HOMES WANTED

A television and streaming renovation 
project is seeking a limited number of 
homeowners in this area with outdated or 
distressed homes requiring substantial 
remodeling. This opportunity is for full-
scale renovations only-not cosmetic repairs.  

Selected projects may qualify for 
professionally documented renovations, 
special project pricing, and potential 
homeowner compensation in exchange for 
filming participation and release. 

Call 833-375-1472 
Ask for the TV Project Department  

Serious inquiries only.

LINDEN POLICE DETECTIVE JAMES EDGAR HONORED ON HIS RETIREMENT
The City of Linden 

The City of Linden gathered on March 31, 
2026 to honor Police Detective James Edgar as 
he officially retired after a distinguished 25-year 
career with the Linden Police Department. 

Throughout his two and a half decades of 
service—most recently as a vital member of the 
Narcotics Bureau—Detective Edgar has shown 

unwavering commitment to the safety and well-
being of our residents. His professionalism and 
expertise have left an indelible mark on the force. 

As he hangs up the badge, he is looking 
forward to well-deserved quality time with his 
wife and two children. Mayor Derek Armstead 
and the entire City of Linden thank you, 
Detective Edgar, for your sacrifice and service.

(above, l-r) James Edgar and David Hart, Chief 
of Linden Police Department

Photos by City of Linden

a u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile 
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall  

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical 
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Electrical Lic. # 14616  
& Plumbing w #8660
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COMPLETE SET OF STEPS 
Brick, Limestone & Concrete

$700 OFF 
FULL BATHROOM 

REMODELING

Carbon Monoxide  
is invisible, 
odorless,  

and can kill you!

You Home Improvement Connection

ROOFING

CHIMNEYS

GUTTERS

SIDING

MASONRY

STEPS FOUNDATIONS

MURSELI PRO 
CONSTRUCTION
908-361-6372

• All Work Guaranteed 

• 24/7 Emergency Service 

• 15% Senior Discount 

• Major Credit Cards 

• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

$600 OFF 
NEW SIDING JOB 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 5/31/26.

$350 OFF 
ANY ROOF REPAIR 
of $1,000 or more 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 5/31/26.

$150 
GUTTERS CLEANING 
(any Average House) 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 5/31/26.

$350 OFF 
ANY CHIMNEY REPAIR 

of $1,000 or more 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 

offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 5/31/26.

$400 OFF 
ANY FOUNDATION JOB 

of $2,000 or more 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 

offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 5/31/26.

ROOFINGMASONRY GUTTERSCHIMNEY
• CLEANING 
• RE-LINE 
• REPAIRS 
• REBUILD 
• CAPPING

• CLEANING 
• INSTALLATION 
• SCREENING 
• REPAIRS 
• REPLACEMENTS

• RE-ROOF 
• NEW ROOF 
• ROOF REPAIRS 
• SHINGLES 
• FLAT ROOF

• DRIVEWAYS 
• STEPS 
• BRICK & BLOCK 
• SIDEWALKS 
• REPAIR

FOUNDATION
• NEW  

FUNDATIONS 
• REPAIRS 
• WATERPROOFING

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 5/31/25.

BEFORE AFTER

Family 
Owned & 

Operated For 
20 Years

Save $1,000 ON ROOF 
REPLACEMENT 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 5/31/26. With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 5/31/26.

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 5/31/26.

Spring Special
CHIMNEY LINER $1,300

• Demolition 
• Plumbing & Electrical 
• Modifying the layout. 
• Installing new tiles 

cabinetry, countertops  
toilets, and lighting
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Cell 908-202-1702 • O: 908-233-5555 
elizabeth.bataille@gmail.com  

209 Central Ave,Westfield, NJ 07090 
Elizabeth Bataille 

Sales Associate

The highest compliment I can receive 
is a referral from a satisfied client.

Top 1%  
Sales Associate  

Nationwide

(908) 276-5367 
(201) 666-0003 

358 North Avenue East 
Cranford, NJ 

www.reynolds-plumbing.net

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Lou DiFabio 
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio 
Lic. #11749

REYNOLDS PLUMBING

HALL RENTAL AVAILABLE

Knights of Columbus 
Council 253 

328 Union Avenue 
Elizabeth, NJ 

908-355-2253

Funeral Repasts

Great Place for Parties 
for up to 95 People! 

Celebrate your next event  
• Birthdays  
• Baby Showers 
• Christenings  
• First Communions 

and more
Parking Available
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WE MAKE BASEMENTS 
DRY AND HEALTHY 

EGRESS WINDOWS 
STARTING AT $9500 INSTALLED

• French Drains  
• Sump Pumps 
• Foundation Repairs 
• Crawl Space Encapsulation 
• Mold Remediation

• Ensure a safe escape in event of fire  • Peace of mind 
• Improved light and livability           • Boost home value 

A-1BASEMENTS.COM • 908-322-1313

QUALITY HOME IMPROVEMENTS AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

732-331-9572 
www.MyHandymanAndPainter.com

• Vinyl Plank & Tile Flooring Installed 
• Cabinetry Repairs & Installs 
• Sheetrock, Install & Repair 
• Painting, Electric & Plumbing 
• Windows, Siding & Roofing 
• Basement Finishing & Waterproofing

My Handyman & painter LLC

Licensed & Insured 
License #13VH11554200

View our Google Reviews.

General 
Handyman 

Services

Pet friendly 
  - We support 
animal rescues

MY HANDYMAN & PAINTER LLC., 100 WALNUT AVE, SUITE 210, CLARK NJ 07066

Duke says  

“Adopt, 

   Don’t 

     Shop.”
INDOOR REMODELLING 

FREE ESTIMATES! 
KITCHEN UPDATING 

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS 
SHEETROCK, PAINTING  

CROWN MOLDING, DOORS 
NO JOB TOO SMALLa u q r 

SUMMER SPECIAL: DECKS 
Designed • Built • Repaired • Stained

Use the QR Code  

  for an Instant Quote 

 on your Basement Work!
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We Mail 200,000 Newspapers 
  to Every Home & Business 
    in 30 Towns!

Advertise  in any  number of towns

Joe Renna 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPERS RATE SHEET 

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

We print Full Color 
2-Sided, Flyers and 

Menus that get inserted 
into the newspapers, 
and mailed to every 

home and business in 
Town for as low  

as $100 per thousand.
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MEMORIAL DAY 
SERVICES - MAY 25

Linden Veterans Council 
On Memorial Day – Monday, May 26, 2025, 

the Linden Veterans Council will be honoring 
“Our Veteran’s.” Residents are encouraged to 
attend the Veterans Grave and Wreath Placement 
Ceremony. 

The American Legion Post 102 will be the host 
post. In attendance will also be the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post 1397, Marine Corp League, 
Catholic War Veterans and Vietnam Veterans of 
America. 

SCHEDULE IS AS FOLLOWS: 
8:30 Assemble at Linden American Legion  

Post #102 @ 112 West Elizabeth Avenue 
Linden, for Coffee, Tea, Juice and Danish. 
Phone number: 908-862-0276. 

9:00 All participants leave Post #102  
parking lot with escort. 

9:10 VFW #1397,  
Pennsylvania Railroad Avenue,  
VFW Monument and All Veterans 

9:20 St Theresa Church, Catholic War Veterans 
Monument. 

9:30 Veterans Memorial Park,  
South Wood Avenue.  
All Veterans Monument 

9:40 Monument on Lower Road,  
Andy Beno Memorial Park 

9:50 Marine League Building,  
South Wood Avenue Martin Danowski  
Veterans Monument 

10:00 Melnyk Park, 11th Street,  
Marine Corp. League and Local  
Neighborhood Veterans Monument. 

10:10 Rosedale Cemetery, Route 1, Linden,  
American Legion Veterans Circle 

10:20 8th Ward Monument,  
Park & Grier Avenue,  
All Veterans Monument 

10:30 Rosehill Cemetery, Linden Avenue,  
VFW Veterans Circle 

10:40 Farawell Park, Zieglar Avenue,  
Marine Corp League and Local  
Neighborhood Veterans Monument 

10:55 (2 stops) School #1,  
Curtis & Wood Avenue and Gibbons &  
Wood Avenue, All Veterans Monuments 

11:10 Wilson Park, Summit Terrace,  
Purple Heart and Local Neighborhood  
Veterans Monument 

11:25 Knosky Park, Stiles & Elm St.  
Marine Corp League and Local  
Neighborhood Monument 

11:40 Linden City Hall, North Wood Avenue, 
WWII, Korea & Vietnam Monuments 

12:00 Return to American Legion Post #102  
on Elizabeth Avenue, American Legion 
Monument and All Veterans 

The above schedule could vary. Residents are 
invited to meet the Veterans entourage at a 
specific Monument listed above or to join the 
Veterans escorted entourage from the American 
Legion Hall to visit all the City Monuments.
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ESTATES ROADSHOW BUYING EVENTS

No Appointment Necessary. • FREE Appraisals • FREE Admission

EstatesRoadshow.com 

Gold Is At An All Time High NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL 

GOLD EXCEEDS $4,000 PER OUNCE!!!

Speak to the company’s owner: Marshall Smoller: 609-781-6559

WATCHES 
-Rolex 
-Cartier 
Patek Philippe 
Pocket Watches

BUYING ALL STERLING SILVER 
-Silverware 
- Trays 
-925 Jewelery 
All Sterling Silver

BUYING ALL COINS 
-Gold Coins 
-Gold Eagles 
-Proof Sets 
-Kreugerrands 
-Buffalos 
-US Silver Coins Pre-64 
-Morgan/Peace Dollars

BUYING ALL GOLD 
-Gold Necklaces 
-Gold Earrings 
-Gold Rings 
-Gold Bracelets 
-Gold Pendants 
-Gold Charms 
-Gold Watches

BUYING ALL DIAMONDS 
-Wedding Rings 
-Loose Diamonds 
-Diamond Jewelry 
-Engagement Rings

————————— 
WEST ORANGE 
COURTYARD 
MAY 4th to 8th 

MAY 18th to 22nd 
8 Rooney Circle,  
West Orange, NJ 

————————— 
KENILWORTH 

HOTEL 
MAY 4th to 8th 

MAY 18th to 22nd 
60 S 31st Street 
Kenilworth, NJ

KENILWORTH HOTEL

4 WEEKS OF SHOWS AT 2 LOCATIONS!

THE  
COURTYARD

Highest  
   Cash Offer 
     on the Spot!

ADD 20% 
TOWARD YOUR SALE 
WITH THIS COUPON!

Don’t Miss Out! 
We Pay the Most! 

Instant Verbal Quotes!

* Limit 1 Per Customer. Visit us at a show with this coupon for more details.  
This Coupon must be presented at the start of the transaction. Other restrictions  
may apply. All prices subject to market fluctuation. Offers Subject to Condition  

& Presentation. Please Bring All Appropriate Boxes & Paper Work.

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
10am to 5pm 


