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Call Joe Renna  
908-447-1295

GRATITUDE FOR CENTER FOR COPING WITH LOSS VOLS
At Imagine, A Center for Coping with Loss, their 

volunteers are the heart of their program, and they always 
welcome opportunities to bring members of this community 
together. Recently, some of Imagine’s volunteers enjoyed 
delicious food and time for connection at a Volunteer Potluck 
Dinner held at Imagine’s Mountainside Center. The theme of 
the night was Seasons of Gratitude as Imagine staff shared 
appreciation for the extraordinary grace and commitment of 
this incredible group of volunteers. 

Imagine’s volunteers serve in many capacities, some 
welcoming families as they arrive on a Night of Support for 
their free grief support groups, and others helping with clean 
up support after Imagine’s families go home. The majority of 
Imagine’s volunteers serve as facilitators, creating safe spaces 
for conversation and connection in Imagine’s support groups 
for kids, teens, young adults and caregivers who are grieving 
the loss of someone close to them. 

Imagine’s volunteer facilitators first attend 3 days of 
training where they gain companioning skills used in 
Imagine’s groups as facilitators walk alongside those on their 
grief journey.  Imagine staff are currently planning two adult 
facilitator training classes to address the rising need for more 
Nights of Support at Imagine’s centers in Mountainside and 
Newark.  

The first training will be held March 13-15, and the second 
option will be offered May 1-3. Each training is scheduled 

for a Friday through Monday from 9 am - 5 pm each day and 
they ask that those attending participate in all three days of 
the training. No previous experience is needed, just a 
readiness to listen, a heart inclined to serve and a willingness 
to be with children and adults in grief without trying to fix, 
solve or give advice. The facilitator training will equip you 
with skills that will help you facilitate discussions and create 
opportunities for connection and support. 

If you would like to help ensure that no child or family 
needs to wait for free grief support when they need it, please 
consider joining one of Imagine’s upcoming trainings. You 
can visit their website at imaginenj.org to complete their 
interest form. We hope you’ll consider joining this incredible 
team of volunteers and helping to ensure that no one grieves 
alone.  

Imagine, A Center for Coping with Loss is a 501c3 that 
offers training and education on loss and grief to the 
community and free year-round grief support groups for 
children ages 3-18 and young adults 19-30 who are coping 
with a loss due to death. Concurrently, support groups are 
available for the parents and caregivers of the children in the 
groups and offered in English and Spanish. Imagine has 
centers in Newark and Mountainside and offers virtual groups 
as well. For more information, please contact Imagine at 908-
264-3100 or info@imaginenj.org or visit our website at 
imaginenj.org.     

(above)  Next training sessions to become a Imagine volunteer facilitator will be March 13-15, and a second option May 1-
3. For more information, please contact Imagine at 908-264-3100 or info@imaginenj.org or visit our website at 

imaginenj.org. Courtesy Photo

BUILD YOUR 
ONLINE 

PRESENCE:  
DFY* SERVICE 
*DONE FOR YOU  
Struggling to build  

your business' 
online presence? 

NJLocalInfo.com offers 
not only a powerful, 
cutting-edge content 

marketing service, but 
also a high quality local 
directory to connect you 

with leads directly. 
POST A FREE 

BUSINESS PROFILE 
VISIT 

NJLOCALINFO.COM
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SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone you 
know accomplish something amazing? We are 
interested in hearing about your latest achieve-
ment (honor, award, etc.), send us your news! 
Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

 
ADVERTISING 

Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ Kenilworth Business Life

AFTERNOON TEA  
“REMEMBER THE LADIES OF THE REVOLUTION”

Kenilworth Historical Society 
Participants in the Kenilworth Historical 

Society’s “Remember the Ladies of the 
Revolution” Afternoon Tea on Sat., May 2, will 
learn about the role of women during America’s 
Revolutionary War, particularly the heroic actions 
of various brave female patriots, through an 
enlightening presentation by historian Rose 
Munley of Washington Crossing State Park, 
Titusville, N.J.  

The Afternoon Tea will take place at the 
Kenilworth Veterans Center (Kennedy Room), 33 
South 21 Street, starting at 12:30 p.m. In addition 
to the featured program, the event will include a 
gift auction, 50/50 raffle, door prizes and more.  
Assorted teas, tea sandwiches, and desserts will 
be served. Admission is $30.  Advance 
reservations are required (by April 15 
recommended), as seating is limited. For 
reservations/tickets, please call 908-709-0434.  

Proceeds from the Afternoon Tea will benefit 
the Kenilworth Historical Society’s Oswald J. 
Nitschke House (c. 1880) “living history” 
museum and cultural arts center by helping defray 
operating expenses, including the cost of an 
elevator that makes all levels of the site (“living 
history” museum, exhibition center and cultural 
arts center) fully accessible to everyone. 

Washington Crossing State Park is a 3,575-acre 
New Jersey state park that is part of Washington’s 
Crossing, a U.S. National Historic Landmark 

area. It is located in the Washington Crossing and 
Titusville sections of Hopewell Township in 
Mercer County, north of Trenton along the 
Delaware River. The Washington Crossing 
Visitor Center Museum focuses on the American 
Revolution and the military campaign known as 
the “Ten Crucial Days” from Dec. 25, 1776 
through Jan. 3, 1777, when George Washington 
and the Continental Army crossed the Delaware 
River and fought at the Battle of Trenton, the 
Battle of the Assunpink Creek and the Battle of 
Princeton.  

The May 2 “Remember the Ladies of the 
Revolution” Afternoon Tea is among many 
community events being planned by the 
Kenilworth Historical Society as well as the 
Kenilworth AmRev250 Committee, which 
comprises a cross section of residents organized 
by the Borough of Kenilworth in partnership with 
the Kenilworth Historical Society, to 
commemorate America’s 250th anniversary year. 

Upcoming AmRev250 events include a May 
16 Bicycle Parade, a Historical Walking Tour led 
by historian Walter Boright (tentative date May 
30), a June 6 Juneteenth Celebration and program 
featuring “a Visit with Madam C.J. Walker” at 
the Oswald J. Nitschke House, a Grand 
Fireworks Display (tentative date June 28), a 
Sept. 25 Cornhole Tournament, an Oct. 23 “Sock 
Hop/Doo-Wop” -- and many more. For 
information, please call 908-709-0434.
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42ND ANNUAL QUILT 
SHOW - APRIL 11

Harvest Quilters of Central NJ will present 
their 42nd annual Quilt Show on Saturday, April 
11, 2026.  Sharing the Quilts 42 will be held at 
the Willow Grove Presbyterian Church, 1961 
Raritan Road, Scotch Plains, NJ from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Admission is $8 for adults and $3 for 
children under twelve. 

At 10:30 a.m., Katherine Evans will present 
“My Journey - Stitching Together an 
International Community of Quilters.” Evans’ 
talk will cover her years living in Brazil, Costa 
Rica and Mexico from 2007 to 2025. She’ll 
highlight her outreach to local women who 
together developed sewing and design skills 
creating one-of-a-kind group quilts, many of 
which will be on display. 

Wendy Sheridan of Rahway will be 
recognized as 2026’s Featured Quilter. 

Sheridan is an award-winning 
multidisciplinary artist whose work spans fiber, 
watercolor, ink, and acrylics. With a lifetime of 
experience in fabric and fiber arts, she has 
created quilts, housewares, and costumes, 
serving as costume mistress for the Union 
County Academy for the Performing Arts from 
2008–2012.  

Her fiber art installation "What We Did This 
Summer," in collaboration with Lauren Reidy, 
has been on display at the New Jersey Transit 
Rahway station in the fall/winter of 2025-2026. 
“I love bold color, an explosion of color shows 
up in all my art forms,” said Sheridan, a retired 
electrical engineer and technical writer. 

Local charities will benefit from drawings for 
a traditional queen-sized quilt with a modern 
flair, gift cards and craft themed gift baskets. 

In addition to viewing a full array of modern, 
traditional, art and wall-hanging quilts, attendees 
can participate in viewer’s choice awards, kid’s 
crafting table and vendor sales area. 

A tearoom offering lunch, snacks, homemade 
baked goods, and beverages will benefit Willow 
Grove Church programs.  

For additional information, please contact 
harvestquilters.com or with questions email: 
harvestquiltersnj@gmail.com.

(above) Featured Quilter,  
Wendy Sheridan of Rahway

Courtesy Photo

YOUTH FISHING DERBY - APRIL 11
The Newark Bait and Fly Casting Club's 

Annual Youth Fishing Derby will be held on 
Saturday, April 11, 2026 at Echo Lake Park in 
Westfield, NJ. The event is free for children 
under 16, and $10 for adults who wish to 
participate. Monies from this derby is used for 
stocking in 2027 and adult prizes. Sign up will 
start at 6:30 a.m. and will end around 2 p.m. 
Prizes will be awarded at 1 p.m. to all children 
present. Grand prizes and Adult prices will be 
awarded at our June meeting.  Sign up can be in-
person at the lake, on line at nbfcc.org. 

Newark Bait and Fly Casting Club was 
founded in 1907 and is one of the oldest clubs in 
the nation. As a 501(c)3 we provide outings to 
support veterans,adults and children as well as 
people with disabilities which focus on 
environmental education, fishing knowledge and 
practice. We are always looking for new 

members, donations and volunteers if anyone 
would like to get involved. Our monthly 
meetings are held at the Kenilworth VFW, 
located at 33 S. 21st. Street, Kenilworth, NJ, On 
the first Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. (except 
July & August). There is no fee for attending a 
meeting. For more information visit nbfcc,org or 
contact Bob Jones  bjonesjrnj@hotmail.com or 
908-403-0787.
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COMPLETE SET OF STEPS 
Brick, Limestone & Concrete

Carbon Monoxide  
is invisible, 
odorless,  

and can kill you!

You Home Improvement Connection

ROOFING

CHIMNEYS

GUTTERS

SIDING

MASONRY

STEPS FOUNDATIONS

MURSELI PRO 
CONSTRUCTION
908-361-6372

• All Work Guaranteed 

• 24/7 Emergency Service 

• 15% Senior Discount 

• Major Credit Cards 

• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

$600 OFF 
NEW SIDING JOB 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/30/26.

$350 OFF 
ANY ROOF REPAIR 
of $1,000 or more 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/30/26.

$150 
GUTTERS CLEANING 
(any Average House) 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/30/26.

$350 OFF 
ANY CHIMNEY REPAIR 

of $1,000 or more 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 

offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/30/26.

$400 OFF 
ANY FOUNDATION JOB 

of $2,000 or more 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 

offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/30/26.

ROOFINGMASONRY GUTTERSCHIMNEY
• CLEANING 
• RE-LINE 
• REPAIRS 
• REBUILD 
• CAPPING

• CLEANING 
• INSTALLATION 
• SCREENING 
• REPAIRS 
• REPLACEMENTS

• RE-ROOF 
• NEW ROOF 
• ROOF REPAIRS 
• SHINGLES 
• FLAT ROOF

• DRIVEWAYS 
• STEPS 
• BRICK & BLOCK 
• SIDEWALKS 
• REPAIR

FOUNDATION
• NEW  

FUNDATIONS 
• REPAIRS 
• WATERPROOFING

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 5/31/25.

BEFORE AFTER

Easy & 
Effective 
Cleaning Long Term Preservation

CHIMNEY LINER
$1,300Special

Family 
Owned & 

Operated For 
20 Years

WHY SHOULD I USE  
A CHIMNEY LINING SYSTEM? 
• Protect your house from heat transfer  

combustibles 
• Protect the masonry from the corrosive  

by products of combustion 
• Provide a correctly sized flue for optimum  

efficiency of appliance

Save $1,000 ON ROOF 
REPLACEMENT 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/30/26. With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/30/26.
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The New Jersey Intergenerational Orchestra 
(NJIO) invites the public to a free concert 
celebrating music has inspired national pride 
on Sunday, May 3rd at 3pm at the Crescent 
Avenue Presbyterian Church in Plainfield, NJ. 

NJIO’s three orchestras (Prelude, 
Intermezzo, and Symphony) will present music 
by Mozart, Grieg, Vaughn Williams, and more, 
culminating in Sibelius’s Symphony no.2. 

NJIO concerts provide a relaxed concert 
atmosphere: no dress code, assigned seating, 
ticketing, or shushing. To ensure all audience 
members feel comfortable, NJIO offers a 
Concert Comfort Station in the concert lobby 
where attendees can borrow additional 
cushions, fidget toys, coloring pages and 
crayons, and large print program books. 

This concert is the final performance for 
NJIO’s 2025-2026 season. Information on 
NJIO’s summer education programs is 
available now at www.njio.org/summer and an 
announcement about the 2026-2027 concert 
season will be available in July. 

This free concert is made possible by funds 
from the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, 
a partner agency of the National Endowment 
for the Arts, and our season sponsors: the Frank 
and Lydia Bergen Foundation, the Plainfield 
Foundation, The Henry S. and Agnes M. 

Truzack Foundation, Standish Foundation, and 
many other generous supporters. NJIO is a 
proud participating organization in the Families 
First Discovery Pass Program, a program of the 
NJ Departments of Health and Human 
Services. 

EVENT DETAILS: 
NJIO’s Spring Concert: "The National Spirit” 

Sunday, May 3rd, 2026 at 3pm 
Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church 

716 Watchung Ave, Plainfield, NJ 07060 
Admission: Free, no tickets required 

 
NJIO is committed to ensuring that its 

programs and concerts are accessible. For more 
information regarding the concert or to inquire 
about patron services, please contact NJIO at 
info@njio.org, or visit NJIO’s website 
www.njio.org 
ABOUT NJ INTERGENERATIONAL ORCHESTRA: 

New Jersey Intergenerational Orchestra, now 
in its 32nd season, creates accessible 
opportunities for people of all ages and stages 
of life to joyfully participate in classical music. 
Recognized nationally as an Intergenerational 
Program of Distinction by Generations United, 
NJIO welcomes new members of all ages and 
abilities to one of its orchestras, depending on 
space availability – no audition required!

NEW JERSEY INTERGENERATIONAL ORCHESTRA 
PRESENTS FREE "NATIONAL SPIRIT" CONCERT

(908) 276-5367 
(201) 666-0003 

358 North Avenue East 
Cranford, NJ 

www.reynolds-plumbing.net

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Lou DiFabio 
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio 
Lic. #11749

REYNOLDS PLUMBING

KENILWORTH 
GARDEN CENTER 
kenilworthgarden.com

A&A Landscaping 908-276-4443 
Shrub Installations and Privacy Planting

Complete line of 
• Annuals • Easter Plants 
• Hanging Baskets 
• Small Plants • Shrubs 
• Outdoor Garden Items 
• Concrete Figurines  

and Religious Statues 
made in the USA.

491 Boulevard, Kenilworth 

908-272-6659 HIC#13VH01254900

Unique items at discounted prices.
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ROOFING
CHIMNEYS

GUTTERS

PATIOS

SIDING

MASONRY

STEPS FOUNDATIONS

KENZAROOFING 
  & CHIMNEY

908-627-9696 FAMILY OWNED 
BUSINESS. 

#13VH11991300

Before After

15% 
OFF 

SENIOR 
DISCOUNT

24/7 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE
With coupon. Cannot be  

combined with any other offer. 
Expires 4/30/26.

ROOFING & CHIMNEY SPECIALIST

$350 
OFF 
ANY 

CHIMNEY 
REPAIR

With coupon. Cannot be  
combined with any other offer. 

Expires 4/30/26.

$800 
OFF 
ANY 
NEW  

ROOF JOB

With coupon. Cannot be  
combined with any other offer. 

Expires 4/30/26.

$400 
OFF 

NEW STEPS

With coupon. Cannot be  
combined with any other offer. 

Expires 4/30/26.

CHIMNEY  
LINER 

STARTING AT: 

$1,300 

$200 
GUTTER 

CLEANING

Average house size. With coupon.  
Cannot be combined with any  
other offer. Expires 4/30/26.

With coupon. Cannot be  
combined with any other offer. 

Expires 4/30/26.

$350 
OFF 
ANY 
ROOF 

REPAIR
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WHAT, WHERE, AND WHEN IN OLD KENILWORTH 

KENILWORTH’S UPSALA COLLEGE - REMNANTS AND MEMORIES – PART 3
Upsala Part 2 detailed college buildings and fa-

cilities located directly on its 14-acre campus at 
the top of N. 21st St.  There was one exception – 
the tennis court located across the street at and be-
hind 525 Oak St.  

Upsala also made use of off-campus locations 
about the town.  One was structure was the Pres-
ident’s Residence that today would be at 315 N. 
21st St.  Another was Crescendo Hall, a building 
that stood at 125 N. 20th St. For sports, mostly 
baseball,  the college used empty land on the north 
side of Monroe Ave. to the east and west of N 
22nd St. – opposite the playground of  the St. 
Thereesa School.   It was named Viking Field. For 
football, Upsala used fields in the Black Brook 
Park ballfield area when that land was level with 
the surrounding grounds along Lafayette Ave. at 
about N. 19th St., about the location of the Black 
Brook Park parking lot.    

Records suggest that Upsala acquired 
Crescendo Hall in 1906 or earlier. A three-story 
building it had a large front porch. It had no in-
door plumbing or electricity until the 1920s. Until 
then, students used kerosene lamps and carried 
water pitchers to their rooms for drinking and 
washing. It was to serve as the women’s dormi-
tory, but at times some male students roomed 
there due to a shortage of on-campus dorm space. 
Crescendo Hall accommodated special guests vis-
iting the campus. It eventually became an all-
women’s residence. The house mother was 
Augustina Gustafson whose husband, William, 
worked as an Upsala janitor.  

In a 2009 interview Michael Wojcio (1912-
2010) shared his Viking Field and Crescendo Hall 
memories. Most of his childhood and all his adult 
years he lived at 115 N. 21st St., next door to 
Crescendo Hall and just around the corner from 
Viking Field. For Halloween Mike said of the 
dorm, “That’s where we would go around and the 
students would give us a dime – a nickel – a quar-
ter. We had a good time.  That was a good place 
to make a few dollars.”   

Mike enjoyed baseball games. He said, “Me 
and my friends went to Viking Field. Upsala 
teams played against high school teams from 
Cranford and Roselle. Sometimes teams from 
other colleges showed up.” He added, “After the 
college moved away it was a popular softball 
field. Lots of fellas had a good time flying model, 
glider airplanes there.” 

Lars Herman Beck, the first local Upsala pres-
ident, rented quarters for himself and family on 
N. 20th St. He soon purchased a home at what 
today would be 315 N. 21st St. Research suggests 
it was no later than 1900. When he retired, the col-

lege purchased his home as the “President’s Res-
idence” without charge to future presidents. By 
1923 a different house was at the site owned by 
a future mayor – William Lister – and his wife 
Adele. In a 1967 interview, former Mayor Lister 
advised that Upsala presidents used to live in a 
house that previously stood at the site. Lister’s 
former house was sold in 2021, demolished, and 
a new home erected in 2024.      

The next article in this series will identify 
some places where students and staff lived off 
the campus and where physical remnants of Up-
sala College remain today.     

Research provided by Walter E. Boright, Ed. 

(above)  NOW: Football Field, Black Brook 
parking lot 

Source: Historic Signs, 2026 

(above) THEN: Viking Field, 1914 
Source: Swenson Institute 

(above) NOW: Viking Field site, Monroe Ave. 
and N. 22nd  St. 

Source: Historic Signs, 2026 

(above) THEN: Football field looking west,  
1913 

Source: Swenson Institute 

(above) THEN: Crescendo Hall, 1915 
Source: Historic Signs

(above) THEN: President’s Residence, ca. 
1905 

Source: Historic Signs

NOW: President’s Residence former site, 315 
N. 21st St. 

Source: Historic Signs, 2026

(above) NOW: Crescendo Hall former site,  
125 N. 20th St. 

Source: Historic Signs, 2026

D., historian, and Historic Signs, Inc. Sources 
include: Upsala archives at the Swenson Immi-
gration Center Augustana College in Illinois, the 
Kenilworth Historical Society, and the Cranford 
Chronicle; Borough tax records; first-hand inter-
views; and personal knowledge. The assistance 
of Kenilworth-born Arthur J. Vitale, a retired 
civil engineer, and his sister, Shirley Vitale Ed-
wards, a local history enthusiast, helped make 
this series of articles possible. Their assistance 
is immensely appreciated.  Persons with in-
quiries about this or other Kenilworth history 
topics, may contact Dr. Boright at 
drbori@aol.com or 908-256-5200.

a u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile 
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall  

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical 
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Electrical Lic. # 14616  
& Plumbing w #8660
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$350 OFF 
ELECTRICAL 

PANEL 
REPLACEMENT 

(EXPIRES 4/30/26)

FREE 
DISPATCH FEE 

During Normal  
Business Hours 

Mon-Fri 
8 am – 4 pm

COOLING SYSTEM 
TUNE UP 

ONLY $49 
(PER SYSTEM)$100 OFF 

OUTDOOR  
GASLINE  

INSTALLATION 
(EXPIRES 4/30/26)

WE OFFER FREE ESTIMATES ON ALL HEATING, COOLING, GENERATOR INSTALLATIONS!
Coupon must be presented when work is performed. One coupon per transaction. Not to be combined with any other offers. 

JS Needham-Master HVACR Lic. # 3980 • M Burt-Plumbing Lic. # 8389 • NJHIC # 13VH00255200 • PAHIC # PA001066

• AC/Heating Installations • Hot Water Heaters • Generators  
• Sump Pumps • Electrical Panels • EV Chargers

908-213-5882 
PrincetonAir.com

10% OFF FOR ALL VETERANS AND SENIORS - Ask our technician! 
Scan QR Code 

to Schedule Your 
FREE INSTALLATION  

ESTIMATE

UP TO $1,000 OFF A NEW 

COOLING SYSTEM INSTALL  

PLUS FREE AIR SCRUBBER 
(EXPIRES 4/30/26)

FREE WATER TEST AND $400 OFF  

A WATER FILTRATION SYSTEM 
(EXPIRES 4/30/26)

INVEST IN 

YOUR HOME 

WITH YOUR 

TAX RETURN!

$300 OFF 
SUMP 
PUMP 

REPLACEMENT 
(EXPIRES 4/30/26)

(908) 272-3500 
One Commerce Dr. Cranford, NJ 07016 
www.diamondgymnasticsacademy.com

Discovery 
Child Care

Diamond  
Gymnastics  
Academy

Cranford 
After Care

SUMMER CAMP 2026 
Mon. June 8 thru Fri. Friday August 28 

• Weekly Session Options (2 wk. minimum) 
• Gymnastics, Sports, Arts & Crafts & More! 
• Experienced Staff / CPR /First Aid Certified  
• Weekly Trips - Pool, Park, Bowling,  

Mini-Golf & Movie Theater! 
OPEN GYM IS BACK! TUESDAYS 8:30-10:30 pm

I BUY OLD MOTORCYCLES 
All Types - Running or Not

Call or Text Glenn 
732-556-7636

Same Day  
Pick-up 
 
We Pay Cash

Courtesy Photo

SEEKING HIGH-VOICED HARMONY SINGERS
Hickory Tree Chorus  

Love singing a cappella harmony? The award-
winning Hickory Tree Chorus is seeking singers 
in the high, medium, and low ranges (but all 
voices are welcome)! 

Performing in communities throughout 
northern and central New Jersey, the chorus 
enjoys singing recognizable popular songs - 
arranged in rich four-part harmony. 

Fresh off their top-scoring performance at the 
2025 Sweet Adelines Region 15 competition, the 
chorus has earned a coveted spot in the Harmony 
Classic at the 78th Annual Sweet Adelines 

International Competition in Columbus, Ohio, 
October 2026. Now, they’re building their sound 
for the world stage. 

Open auditions will be held in Stirling between 
6:30-7:00 p.m. on Wednesday evenings from 
March 4 until April 8, 2026, and will take less 
than 10 minutes (flexible scheduling is available). 
Singers are asked to perform a brief a cappella 
song of their choice. No experience required, just 
a love of singing and a desire to grow. 

For details and to schedule your audition, 
email us at info@hickorytreechorus.org or call 
908-337-8810.

(above) Hickory Tree is an award-winning women's chorus dedicated to advancing the musical art 
form of four-part a cappella harmony sung in the barbershop style. We are dynamic, diverse 

women, passionate about music, performance, fun & friendship. Our musical journey of  ringing 
chords and sparkling overtones drives personal growth and relationships that last a lifetime. As a 

chapter of Sweet Adelines International Organization, The Hickory Tree Chorus has been 
entertaining audiences in the New Jersey area since 1968. 
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CASTING CALL 
UGLY HOMES WANTED

A television and streaming renovation 
project is seeking a limited number of 
homeowners in this area with outdated or 
distressed homes requiring substantial 
remodeling. This opportunity is for full-
scale renovations only-not cosmetic repairs.  

Selected projects may qualify for 
professionally documented renovations, 
special project pricing, and potential 
homeowner compensation in exchange for 
filming participation and release. 

Call 833-375-1472 
Ask for the TV Project Department  

Serious inquiries only.

ITALIAN CONTINENTAL CUISINE 
WONDERFUL FOOD 

WITH GREAT ATMOSPHERE

Come Celebrate 
Easter

With Our Traditional 
Lamb Dinner & Baby Goat 

As Well As Our Regular 
Extended Menu 

Seating Starts at 1 p.m.

Open 6 Days a Week - Tuesday - Sunday 
(Mondays open for groups of 25 or more only.) 

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW! 
Private Rooms Accommodate Guests 

Ranging from 25-200 

Gift Certificates Always Available 

(908) 862-0020 
1700 W. Elizabeth Ave., Linden, NJ 

www.amiciristorante.com



Mon - Fri 7am - 6:30pm  Ages 2 & Up 

908-276-2700 
TheKidsPalace.org 
44 South 21st Street 
Kenilworth, NJ 07033

• All meals included 
• State Licensed 
• Before & after Care 
• Certified Teachers 
• Bilingual curriculum 
• Government Programs Accepted 
• Summer Camp - June, July, August

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS 
Weekly programs:  
Bingo For Children 

Mondays at 6:30pm – 7:00pm 
Bingo games for children ages 3 & up 

April 6, 13, 20, 27 
Lap Sit 

Tuesdays at 10:30am – 10:50am 
Interactive stories and songs 

for ages 0 – 2 years old 
April 14, 21, 28 
Family Fun Night 

Tuesdays at 6:30pm – 7:00pm 
April 7, 14, 28 

Children & their families can come together to 
do puzzles, play board games and do crafts 

together. 
Toddler Time 

Wednesday at 10:30am – 10:50am 
April 1, 8, 15 

Interactive stories and activities for ages 2 – 3 
Fun Friday Crafts 

Fridays at 3:30pm – 4:00pm 
Ages: 4 – 9 

April  17: Pinata craft 
Registration is required for each individual craft 

one week prior to each craft. 

APRIL SPECIAL EVENTS 
Button Making 

12 pm – 1 pm on Wednesday April 1 
Join us for an hour of button making and help 

us design a logo for the library’s 90th birthday! 
Registration recommended. Ages 4 & up 

Egg Hunt 
10:30am – 11:00am  

on Thursday April 2 for ages 2-4 
12pm - 12:30 pm for ages 5-9 

Search the library for eggs and win prizes! 
Registration runs from March 23 - 27 

Young Poet’s Club 
3:30pm – 4:30pm on Mondays in April 

Young poets can learn all about different styles 
of poetry in  4 week workshop. Ages 7 & up. 

Registration required and begins on March 30. 

Boogie Woogie Babies 
10:30am – 11:00am  

on Tuesday, April 7 & April 28 
Interactive musical program will be presented 

by Tiffany Taylor for ages: 0 - 4 
Read To A Dog 

4:00pm – 5:00pm on Tuesday, April 14 
For early beginning readers and those who are 
learning to read. Young, reluctant, or struggling 

readers are encouraged to register for this 
program and read aloud for 15 minutes with a 

certified therapy dog, Savor. Children will learn 
to associate reading with a furry, non-

judgmental listener and begin to view reading 
in a positive way. Registration is required and 

begins April 7 for Kenilworth residents. 
Cursive Writing 

5pm - 6pm beginning Tuesday April 14 
Learn how to write cursive in this 6 week 

workshop. Registration is required and begins 
April 1 for Kenilworth residents only. 

Ages: 3rd & 4th grade 
Yoga Story Time 

10:30am – 11:00am on Wednesday, April 22 
Join us for stories and yoga poses for the 

youngest listeners and their caregiver. 
This program will be presented by certified 

yoga instructor Heather Valente 
 for ages: 2 -  5. 

Lego At The Library 
3:30pm – 4:00pm  

on Thursdays, April 9, 16, 23, 30 
Build with Lego bricks and design your own 

creations. Ages: 4-12 
Tween Craft 

3 - 4pm on Friday, April 10 
Ages 10-16. Registration is required and will 

open for Kenilworth residents on April 1.  Out 
of town residents may begin to register on April 

8, space permitting. 
Library Joy Story Time & Craft 

6:30 - 7pm on Tuesday, April 21 
Help us celebrate National Library Week with a 
story time and craft based on the book “I’m So 
Happy You’re Here: A Celebration of Library 

Joy” by Mychal Threets. Ages: 3 & up 
Registration is recommended. 
Baby-Sitter’s Club Book Club 

3:30-4:30 pm on Wednesday, April 22 
Join us for a discussion about Baby-Sitter’s 

Club Book #2, The Truth About Stacey. 
Registration is recommended. Ages: 7 & up 

Book Trivia 
3:30pm - 4pm on Friday, April 24 

How well do you know the books in the 
Children’s Room?  Close out national library 

week with a fun game of book trivia! 
Registration is recommended. Ages 5-10 

Good Tyme String Band 
10:30am – 11:00am on Wednesday, April 29 
All ages are welcome to attend and enjoy foot 

tapping knee slapping banjo music. 
Taikoza Japanese Festival Drums 

7pm - 7:45pm on Thursday, April 30 
Marco Lienhard leads this electrifying aural and 
visual performance which captures the vitality 

and culture of life in Japan. Registration is 
required and  begin on April 23. Ages 5 & up.  

ADULT PROGRAMS 
“Weave with us” 

Monday, April 6, 2026. 
Bring your portable loom!  Beginners welcome.  

This event is open house style. 5-7:30pm. 
“Paper Pals” 

Tuesday, April 7 & 21 at 2pm  
and Tuesday, April 13 at 6:00 – 7:30pm  

for our card making group. You don’t need any 
paper crafting experience to join the fun.  

“Yarnies” 
Thursdays, April 2, 9, 16 & 23 at 2-4pm  

and April 30 from 6-8pm. 
You don't need any crafting experience to enjoy 
these creative explorations.  Feel free to bring a 

project to work on. Watch demonstrations of 
knitting, crocheting and weaving.   

English Conversations For All 
Monday, April 27 at 5:00pm – 7:00pm 
If you want to learn English or practice 

speaking the language, please join us for a free 
two-hour session on the last Monday of each 

month. This program is geared towards adults. 
“Spin - A - Yarn” 

Tuesday, April 28 at 5:00pm – 7:30pm.   
Bring your spinning wheel or drop spindle and 

create beautiful yarns!  If you don’t have a 
wheel, you are still welcome to join us to learn 

about spinning. 
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KENILWORTH PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Located at 548 Boulevard. Library website is kenilworthlibrary.org.Registration for programs may be done in person  

or by calling 908 276-2451.The Library is handicapped accessible. facebook.com/kenilworthworth.public.library
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The excitement is building for the Cub Scouts 
of Pack 23 as they get ready for the annual 
Pinewood Derby. Scouts are given a kit that 
includes a block of wood, plastic wheels and 
axles. With help from a parent or other adult, 
they transform those parts into a race car and 
then race it against their friends’ cars, down a 
30-foot long track. Trophies are presented to the 
winners. 

Pack 23 would like to invite all boys and girls, 
from Kindergarten to the 5th grade, to join in the 
fun, even if they are not in Cub Scouts! The 
Pinewood Derby race will be held on Sunday, 
March 8, in Saint Genevieve’s Church hall, 200 
Monmouth Road, Elizabeth, from 2:00 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m.  Derby kits cost $5 each and can be 
requested from Cubmaster Dan Bernier at 908-
451-1948. 

The Scouting program at St. Genevieve’s 
Church teaches character, citizenship and 
physical fitness to the youth of Elizabeth and 
surrounding towns.  New members are welcome 
at any time, all year round. For more details, 
please contact Dan Bernier, Scoutmaster, at 
(908) 451-1948 or webfoottroop@gmail.com.

ALL CHILDREN INVITED 
TO PARTICIPATE IN 
PINEWOOD DERBY

(above) Cub Scouts from Pack 23 are 
transforming blocks of wood into race cars for 

their annual Pinewood Derby.

I BUY OLD MOTORCYCLES 
All Types - Running or Not

Call or Text Glenn 
732-556-7636

Same Day  
Pick-up 
 
We Pay Cash

FINISHING THE HAT: THE MUSIC OF SONDHEIM 
AT THE SIEMINSKI THEATER APRIL 19

The Actors Studio of New Jersey and The 
Sieminski Theater proudly present Finishing the 
Hat: The Music of Sondheim, a spectacular 
tribute to the legendary composer and lyricist 
Stephen Sondheim. This exciting collaboration 
marks the first producing partnership between the 
two acclaimed arts organizations, joining forces 
to pay tribute to one of musical theater’s most 
influential voices. 

Performances will take place Saturday, April 
18 at 7:30 PM and Sunday, April 19 at 2:30 PM 
at The Sieminski Theater in Basking Ridge, New 
Jersey. Tickets on sale and available through the 
Sieminski Theater website at  

SieminskiTheater.org  
or box office at 908-580-3892 
Finishing the Hat: The Music of Sondheim is 

an unforgettable musical journey through 
Sondheim’s unparalleled body of work, featuring 
songs from his most celebrated musicals, 
including Company, Into the Woods, Merrily We 
Roll Along, Sweeney Todd, Follies, A Little Night 
Music, Sunday in the Park with George, and A 
Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum, 
among others. Audiences will experience the 
brilliance, complexity, and emotional depth of 
Sondheim’s music and lyrics in a performance 
that honors his timeless artistry and profound 
impact on the art form. 

“Collaborating on this production is a thrilling 
opportunity to bring together two creative forces 

dedicated to enriching the performing arts in 

New Jersey,” said Michael Restaino, Artistic 
Director of The Actors Studio of New Jersey. 
“Sondheim’s music reminds us of the beauty and 
intricacy of storytelling through song - something 
we are proud to share with audiences at The 
Sieminski Theater.” 
ABOUT THE SIEMINSKI THEATER:  

Bringing a professional performing arts venue 
with a diverse lineup of entertainment to Basking 
Ridge and the surrounding communities makes 
the Sieminski Theater and Somerset County an 
artistic and cultural destination. Enjoy a newly 
expanded performance schedule from American 
Theater Group, Light Opera of New Jersey, New 
Jersey Festival Orchestra, Trilogy Repertory, The 
Actors Studio of New Jersey and countless 
national touring groups. Our intimate, award-
winning non-profit venue features technical 
amenities that rival any Broadway theater. Visit 
us at www.sieminskitheater.org to view our 
upcoming entertainment schedule, where any 
seat is the best seat in the house. 
ABOUT THE ACTORS STUDIO OF NEW JERSEY 

The Actors Studio of New Jersey is a nonprofit 
professional theater company dedicated to 
fostering excellence in the performing arts 
through powerful storytelling, dynamic 
productions, and arts education. The Actors 
Studio of New Jersey is committed to producing 
high-quality theatrical experiences that celebrate 
creativity, accessibility, and community 
engagement.
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Dr. Robert V. Scalera, Jr., Director 908-322-7800 
567 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains NJ • www.njdentalcare.com

If your dentures … 
   • Are loose 
   • Over 5 years old 
   • Have been repaired many times 
Or . . . 
   • You would like to improve your smile 
Then call . . . 
   For an appointment today!  

The doctors at Dentalcare Associates  
will provide all your denture needs. 

• 1 hour denture repairs  
• 3 hour lab relines laboratory on premises  
• All repairs schedule permitting 

It’s time for new dentures!

Ask about 
implant supported dentures.

• Most Insurances Accepted • Interest Free Financing •

u a r q

The Gateway Family YMCA is proud to 
announce that it has been awarded $18,257 as 
part of the Christopher & Dana Reeve 
Foundation National Paralysis Resource Center 
(NPRC) 2025 Direct Effect 1st Cycle Quality 
of life grants. Sixty-one grants totaling 
$1,240,870 were awarded. The Quality of Life 
Grants Program supports nonprofit 
organizations that empower individuals living 
with paralysis. Since the Quality of Life Grants 
Program’s inception, more than 4,000 grants 
totaling $48 million have been awarded. 
Funding for this program was made possible 
through a cooperative agreement with the 
Administration for Community Living (ACL 
grant #90PRRC0006-04). 

The Reeve Foundation’s National Paralysis 
Resource Center offers several grants under the 
Quality of Life program, awarding grants in 
various categories with different amounts.  

“These grants represent more than funding—
they represent freedom, possibility, and dignity 
for individuals living with paralysis,” said Dan 
McNeal, Director of the Quality of Life Grants 
Program at the Reeve Foundation. “At the heart 
of our mission is a commitment to improving 
everyday life for our community. We are proud 
to support organizations across the country that 
are removing barriers and building programs 
rooted in equity, accessibility, and 
compassion.” 

This grant allowed The Gateway Family 
YMCA to purchase and install a new Aqua 
Creek Revolution XL Deep Draft Pool Lift at 
The Gateway Family YMCA – Five Points 
Branch, 201 Tucker Avenue, Union, expanding 
accessibility for individuals and families 
utilizing the YMCA pool for programs, 
exercise, or swimming. The Pool Lift was part 
of a larger swimming pool renovation project 

that included installation of a new pool deck, 
painting, and facility aesthetic enhancements, 
reopening in January 2026. 

“Access to aquatics programming is essential 
for individuals in our community. There are 
many therapeutic benefits of water therapy, and 
this additional allows us to ensure that 
everyone has access,” stated Colleen Clayton, 
Chief Development and Strategy Officer, The 
Gateway Family YMCA. 

For more information about The Gateway 
Family YMCA or YMCA programs, visit 
www.tgfymca.org.

YMCA – FIVE POINTS BRANCH NEW POOL LIFT
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We Mail 200,000 Newspapers 
  to Every Home & Business 
    in 30 Towns!

Advertise  in any  number of towns

Joe Renna 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPERS RATE SHEET 

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

We print Full Color 
2-Sided, Flyers and 

Menus that get inserted 
into the newspapers, 
and mailed to every 

home and business in 
Town for as low  

as $100 per thousand.
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The final production of the 107th season at 
CDC Theatre in Cranford will be the wonderful 
musical Fiddler On The Roof. The multi-award-
winning tale of Tevye the Dairyman and his 
family’s struggles in a changing Russia is a true 
musical theatre “tradition.” 

Premiering on Broadway in 1964, it became 
one of the longest-running shows of its time. 
Featuring memorable songs like “Tradition,” “If 
I Were A Rich Man” and “Sunrise, Sunset,” this 
beloved work explores the universal human 
struggles of tradition and change, family love, 
generational conflict and displacement and 
migration. Using strong cultural storytelling to 
blend serious social issues with music and 
humor, Fiddler on the Roof is a poignant 
exploration of family, community, and the 
enduring human spirit in the face of adversity. 

Director Emma Taylor Schwartz, a Cranford 
native, shared “This is my fifth production of 
Fiddler, and I only love it more and more each 
time. You could call me a superfan. What a 
gorgeous show that is both classic and 
contemporary, with nuance in every scene. It is 
a non-traditional love story, one that features 
romantic love, but also love of culture, love of 
community, love of family and love of identity. 
I've always resonated with the story and find that 
anyone of any background can find something 
to relate to. You don't have to be Jewish to 
connect with it on a deep level. If you have or 
had a parent, a child, a family, or a community, 

you'll relate to these characters.” 
Continuing a new program at CDC Theatre, 

the final performance on May 17th will feature 
a talented quartet of ASL interpreters. ASL 
interpreters in theatre do more than translate 
dialogue; they bring the emotional and artistic 
essence of a performance to Deaf audiences, 
making live theatre a truly inclusive experience. 
While making the performance accessible to 
Deaf and hearing-impaired audiences they are 
also performers in their own right, contributing 
artistically to the performance and we are 
pleased to welcome them back to CDC Theatre.  

The show will run from May 1st through the 
17th with 8pm curtains on Fridays and Saturdays 
and 2pm matinees on Saturday the 9th and 
Sundays May 10th and 17th.  

The company will be led by Larry Brustofski 
as Tevye and Elle Michaeli as his wife Golde. 
Their older daughters will be played by 
Gabrielle Traub (Tzeitel), Katherine Hope 
Stelma (Hodel), and Nina Randazzo (Chava). 
Mark Zebro Jr is Lazar Wolf, Bill Geltzeiler, 
Max Kopla and James Hahn will portray Motel, 
Perchik and Fyedka. Lori Travers and Rachel 
Love, Fruma Sarah and Grandma Tzeitel with 
Gloria Schnure taking the part of Yente.  

Visit cdctheatre.org for more details and ticket 
information. These performances are made 
possible by funds from the Union County Office 
of Cultural & Heritage Affairs, a partner of the 
New Jersey State Council on the Arts.

FIDDLER ON THE ROOF COMING IN MAY

Keeping your car?  
Did you know you can purchase an  
extended warranty for your vehicle?  
- coverage up to 120,000 miles - even if  
you did not buy it from Marano & Sons.

Buying & Selling Used Cars 
& Trucks Since 1955.

CREDIT PROBLEMS? 
Call us to get you approved.

Like us on Facebook!!!

TWO LOCATIONS IN 
GARWOOD, NJ 

507-13 South Avenue 
908-789-1551 

150 South Avenue 
908-789-0555 
Fax 908-789-1792

LOOKING FOR A LATE 
MODEL PRE-OWNED 
CAR,TRUCK OR SUV? 

Visit our lots  
or shop at home.  

Search over 135 vehicles  
by Make / Model / Year /  

Color / Body type /  
Engine specs / etc.

WE WILL ALSO BUY YOUR 
CAR, TRUCK OR SUV! 
No matter how old. 

We will buyout your lease,  
payoff your loan,  

pick it up at your house.
Look up  
the value of  
your car on 
our website 
 

MaranoSonsAuto.com
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ESTATES ROADSHOW BUYING EVENTS

No Appointment Necessary. • FREE Appraisals • FREE Admission

EstatesRoadshow.com 

Gold Is At An All Time High NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL 

GOLD EXCEEDS $4,000 PER OUNCE!!!

Speak to the company’s owner: Marshall Smoller: 609-781-6559

WATCHES 
-Rolex 
-Cartier 
Patek Philippe 
Pocket Watches

BUYING ALL STERLING SILVER 
-Silverware 
- Trays 
-925 Jewelery 
All Sterling Silver

BUYING ALL COINS 
-Gold Coins 
-Gold Eagles 
-Proof Sets 
-Kreugerrands 
-Buffalos 
-US Silver Coins Pre-64 
-Morgan/Peace Dollars

BUYING ALL GOLD 
-Gold Necklaces 
-Gold Earrings 
-Gold Rings 
-Gold Bracelets 
-Gold Pendants 
-Gold Charms 
-Gold Watches

BUYING ALL DIAMONDS 
-Wedding Rings 
-Loose Diamonds 
-Diamond Jewelry 
-Engagement Rings

————————— 
WEST ORANGE 
COURTYARD 

APRIL 6 to 10 
APRIL 20 to 24 
8 Rooney Circle,  
West Orange, NJ ————————— 

KENILWORTH 
HOTEL 

APRIL 6 to 10 
APRIL 20 to 24 

APRIL 27 to MAY 1 
60 S 31st Street 
Kenilworth, NJ

KENILWORTH HOTEL

4 WEEKS OF SHOWS AT 4 LOCATIONS! 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 10am to 5pm 

THE  
COURTYARD

Highest  
   Cash Offer 
     on the Spot!

ADD 20% 
TOWARD YOUR SALE 
WITH THIS COUPON!

Don’t Miss Out! 
We Pay the Most! 

Instant Verbal Quotes!

* Limit 1 Per Customer. Visit us at a show with this coupon for more details.  
This Coupon must be presented at the start of the transaction. Other restrictions  
may apply. All prices subject to market fluctuation. Offers Subject to Condition  

& Presentation. Please Bring All Appropriate Boxes & Paper Work.

—————————————— 
APRIL 27 to May 1 & APRIL 13 to 17, 10am  - 5pm 
Courtyard Paramus, 320 NJ-17, Paramus, NJ 07652 —————————————— 
APRIL 14 to 17, 10am - 5pm 
Hilton Garden Inn Secaucus/Meadowlands 
875 Route 3, East Service Road, Secaucus, NJ 07094

SHOWS ALSO  
IN PARAMUS  
AND SECAUCUS


