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MAILED FREE TO EVERY HOME  
AND BUSINESS IN SCOTCH PLAINS
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Mary DePaola 
Broker Associate 

Personal, 
Professional, Proven 

Coldwell Banker Realty 
209 Central Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090 

Cell: 908-963-8673 (Best #) 
Office: 908-233-5555 

Mary.depaola@cbrealty.com

TM

Marching into the Spring Market.  
Attend my upcoming Seminar 

Property Tax  
Appeal Seminar 
Wed. March 4, 7 pm 

RSVP now, seats fill quickly 
Make Your Move 

with Mary!

Courtesy Photo

(above) The cast of  SPFHS Repertory Theatre's production  
of Guys and Dolls 

ROLLING THE DICE WITH THE MUSICAL GUYS AND DOLLS
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School 

Repertory Theatre is thrilled to present Guys and 
Dolls, the beloved Broadway musical that brings 
together gamblers, showgirls, and unlikely 
romances in a colorful, high-energy celebration 
of love and luck. Featuring music and lyrics by 
Frank Loesser and based on the classic stories of 
Damon Runyon, Guys and Dolls is widely 
regarded as one of the greatest American 
musicals of all time. Tickets are on sale now at 
spfhsrep.com. 

Set in a vibrant, colorful world of 1950s New 
York City, Guys and Dolls follows high-rolling 
gambler Sky Masterson, perpetually engaged 
gambler Nathan Detroit, and the strong-willed 
women who challenge their assumptions about 
love, faith, and redemption. Packed with iconic 
numbers such as “Luck Be a Lady,” “Sit Down, 
You’re Rockin’ the Boat,” and “A Bushel and a 
Peck,” the show features sharp comedy, touching 
romance, and infectious music.  

“Guys and Dolls is a perfect blend of classic 
Broadway charm and big-hearted storytelling,” 
shared Director Morgan Knight. “It’s joyful, 
stylish, and endlessly entertaining. Everything 
fun about classic musical theatre can be found in 

Guys and Dolls.” The production will 
transform the Manya Ungar Memorial 
Auditorium into a stylized vision of New York 
City, complete with bustling street scenes, neon-
lit nightclubs, and dynamic choreography. 
Audiences can expect bold visuals, polished 
musical performances, and an ensemble-driven 
production that highlights the talents of SPFHS’s 
student performers and technicians. 

Guys and Dolls features over 100 students in 
the cast, orchestra, and crew, and is guided by a 
creative team including:  

Morgan Knight (Director)  
Kelly Ruggieri (Producer)  
Brent Geyer (Music Director)  
Kyra Robinson (Choreographer)  
Trey Shore (Orchestra Director)  
Joseph Napolitano (Set Designer)  
Evan Perrotta (Technical Director)  
Christian Confalone (Lighting Designer) 
and Joanne Sprague (Costume Designer)

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School presents 
Guys and Dolls 

Performance Schedule: 
Thursday, March 12 at 7:00 PM 

Friday, March 13 at 7:00 PM 
Saturday, March 14 at 7:00 PM 
Sunday, March 15 at 2:00 PM 

All performances will be held in  
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School’s 

Manya Ungar Memorial Auditorium 
667 Westfield Rd, Scotch Plains, NJ 

The show runs approximately 2 hours and 30 minutes 
ncluding one intermission, and is appropriate for  
general audiences – kids and grandparents alike! 

Tickets are on sale now at spfhsrep.com 
Tickets: Prices: $18 (adults) $16 (staff, students, & seniors) 

For ticketing inquiries, contact  
Rosa Estevez at SPFHSPlayTickets@gmail.com or 908-935-7796 

SPFHS is committed to accessibility: Accessible seating is available 
for patrons with mobility needs (please contact Rosa Estevez in advance 
at SPFHSPlayTickets@gmail.com). 

Handicap parking is located near Door 1 and is first-come, first-served 
for vehicles displaying official placards or license plates In select cases, 
early seating accommodations can be arranged.



Scotch Plains Monthly • Page 2   • March 2026            

Renna Media, LLC, Publishers 
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016 

Scotch Plains Monthly is published by Renna Media. 9,600  
newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every business 
and resident in Scotch Plains, NJ. Although great care has been 
taken to ensure the information contained within is accurate, 
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or omissions.  

©2026 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced 
without written consent from Renna Media LLC. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone you 
know accomplish something amazing? We are 
interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your 
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

 
ADVERTISING 

Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ Scotch Plains Monthly

QUALITY HOME IMPROVEMENTS AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

732-331-9572 
www.MyHandymanAndPainter.com

• Vinyl Plank & Tile Flooring Installed 
• Cabinetry Repairs & Installs 
• Sheetrock, Install & Repair 
• Painting, Electric & Plumbing 
• Windows, Siding & Roofing 
• Basement Finishing & Waterproofing

My Handyman & painter LLC

Licensed & Insured 
License #13VH11554200

View our Google Reviews.

General 
Handyman 

Services

Pet friendly 
  - We support 
animal rescues

MY HANDYMAN & PAINTER LLC., 100 WALNUT AVE, SUITE 210, CLARK NJ 07066

Duke says  

“Adopt,  

  Don’t 

     Shop.”

IT’S THE SEASON FOR 
INDOOR REMODELLING 

FREE ESTIMATES! 
KITCHEN UPDATING 

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS 
SHEETROCK, PAINTING  

CROWN MOLDING, DOORS 
NO JOB TOO SMALLa u q r 

PRESENTATION FEATURES EIGHT NOTABLE 
NEW JERSEY WOMEN - MARCH 24TH 

Historical Society of Scotch Plains and Fanwood

These women, whose names are etched in 
history, continue to make a significant impact on 
society. From literature and education to 
medicine, business and women’s rights, their 
influence and legacy extend far beyond the 
borders of New Jersey. 

Clara Barton, an educator before she became 
a renowned nurse, opened one of the state’s free 
public schools. Mabel Smith Douglass, the first 
Dean of NJ College for Women in New 
Brunswick, was honored with the college’s 
name, Douglass College.  Lucy Stone and Alice 
Stokes Paul were prominent suffragists.  
However, how many are familiar with the poet 
Annis Boudinot Stockton or the businesswoman 
Sara Spencer Washington? Rounding out the list 
are Mary Philbrook, an accomplished attorney,  
and Clara Maass, another remarkable nurse. 

The Historical Society of Scotch Plains and 
Fanwood is delighted to have Marylou Morano 
Kjelle present these eight remarkable women, 
their accomplishments and their profound 
impact.  Kjelle is a well-published author in the 
children’s nonfiction book market and is now 
venturing into the adult market with two 
upcoming books in 2026: “Notable Nurses” and 
“Trauma in the Garden State.” Her diverse 
background includes being a former lecturer, 
English professor and reporter for the Westfield 

Leader/Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.  Given 
her extensive experience and expertise, she 
promises to be a dynamic and captivating 
speaker. 

As March is celebrated as “Women’s Month,” 
this program is particularly timely. The Historical 
Society of Scotch Plains and Fanwood invites 
you to attend this free and open-to-the-public 
meeting.  There is no need for  registration—just 
come and join us!  The meeting will commence 
on Tuesday, March 24th starts at 7:30 p.m. and 
will be held at the historic Shady Rest Golf Club, 
located at 820 Jerusalem Road (corner of 
Plainfield Ave.) in Scotch Plains.  Refreshments 
and fellowship will be provided after the 
presentation. For further information, contact 
Connie Klock at 908-337-7735.

RARE 5 ACRES IN THE HEART OF THE BLUE 
RIDGE MOUNTAINS OF NORTH CAROLINA  
Own 5 breathtaking acres with panoramic long-range views,  
high elevation, and rolling usable terrain. Private, peaceful  

setting with cool mountain stream and unforgettable sunsets.  
Perfect retreat for a cabin, RV getaway, or full-time living.  

Must Go Sacrifice Price $38,888! 
Call now 828-624-3471
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CHANGE MAKER STUDENTS PRESENT  
CARE PACKAGES FOR VETS

VFW Post 2230 
James Maranca presented Commander Jeans 

of VFW Post 2230 in Kenilworth, with care 
packages for veterans. James and his classmate 
Romie Robinson (not pictured) are 8th grade 
students at Nettingham Middle School in Scotch 
Plains. They are in a Change Maker's course, 
which centers on students completing a service 
of some kind. James and Romie chose to make 
care packages for veterans and carefully chose 
items that they thought our veterans would enjoy 
having. They assembled the packages and 
dropped them off at the Kenilworth VFW.  
Commander Jeans commended the boys on a job 
well done and assured them the veterans will 
certainly enjoy the packages.

Courtesy Photo

CANNONBALL HOUSE 
OPENS MARCH 1ST

The Osborn Cannonball House Museum, 
located at 1840 Front Street in Scotch Plains, will 
be open to the public from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
on Sunday, March 1, 2026. 

The museum is currently presenting a Civil 
War exhibit featuring gowns from the mid 19th 
century. Although Scotch Plains was not the site 
of a Civil War battle, many residents fought in the 
four year conflict and the town participated in 
national events to support Union Troops. New 
Jersey supplied over 88,000 soldiers throughout 
the war and New Jersey soldiers were present in 
every major battle. 

Costumed docents will be available to give 
tours of the c. 1750 house once owned by the 
Osborn family whose sons fought locally in the 
American Revolution. Come visit our town’s 
Revolutionary War era museum and hear stories 
of the exciting early history of Scotch Plains and 
its role in the founding of our great country. 

As always, there is no fee to attend. The 
Osborn Cannonball House is open for tours on 
the first Sunday of each month (except January 
and February) and by appointment by calling 
(908) 322-6700, Ext. 230. If you are interested in 
volunteering at the museum, please email us at 
Info@HistoricalSocietySPFNJ.org. No prior 
experience required.
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$350 OFF 
HOT WATER  

HEATER 
INSTALLATION 

(EXPIRES 3/31/26)

$75 OFF 
PLUMBING/ 
ELECTRIC 
REPAIR 

BUY 3 GFCI OUTLETS  
GET 4TH FREE 
(EXPIRES 3/31/26)

FREE 
DISPATCH FEE 

During Normal  
Business Hours 

Mon-Fri 8 am – 4 pm

$150 OFF 
EV CHARGER  
INSTALLATION 

(EXPIRES 3/31/26)

$125 OFF 
DRAIN 

CLEANING 
(EXPIRES 3/31/26)

EARLY BIRD AC TUNE UP SPE-
CIAL $49 PER SYSTEM 

(EXPIRES 3/31/26)

$350 OFF 
ELECTRICAL 
PANEL RE-

PLACEMEBT 
(EXPIRES 3/31/26)

WE OFFER FREE ESTIMATES ON ALL HEATING, COOLING, GENERATOR INSTALLATIONS!
Coupon must be presented when work is performed. One coupon per transaction. Not to be combined with any other offers. 

JS Needham-Master HVACR Lic. # 3980 • M Burt-Plumbing Lic. # 8389 • NJHIC # 13VH00255200 • PAHIC # PA001066

• AC/Heating Installations • Hot Water Heaters • Generators  
• Sump Pumps • Electrical Panels • EV Chargers

908-213-5882 
PrincetonAir.com

10% OFF FOR ALL VETERANS AND SENIORS - Ask our technician! 
Scan QR Code 

to Schedule Your 
FREE INSTALLATION  

ESTIMATE

BUY A NEW SYSTEM 

AND RECEIVE $1,000 OFF 

AND TWO YEARS OF HOME COMFORT CLUB 

AND UP TO0$ DOWN FOR UP TO 180 MONTHS 

(EXPIRES 3/31/26)

$850 OFF DUCTLESS SPLITS 

AND TWO YEARS OF HOME COMFORT CLUB 

AND UP TO0$ DOWN FOR UP TO 180 MONTHS 

(EXPIRES 3/31/26)

It’s your Lucky Month!
Amazing 
Savings 

have Come 
Your Way.

$100 OFF 
GARBAGE 
DISPOSAL 

REPLACEMENT 
(EXPIRES 3/31/26)

$125 OFF 
ANY HEATING  

REPAIR 
(EXPIRES 3/31/26)

LUCKY DAYS AHEAD AT THE SPRING SALES 
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Thrift Shop  

Starting March 17, the “Luck of the Irish” will 
be with shoppers at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains 
Thrift Shop! That’s the first day that the store will 
be restocked with merchandise perfect for the 
upcoming season, from spring décor to clothing 
suitable for the warmer weather ahead.  

Savvy shoppers will find spring clothing for 

males and females in sizes ranging from infants 
to adults. Shop for tops and bottoms, dresses, 
jackets, shoes, accessories and more, some 
brand-new and ALL in good condition. Find 
household items, toys and home décor that will 
perk up your spring and summer porch. It’s time 
to enliven your living space or put the finishing 
touches on your holiday tables with merchandise 
that will be consistently re-stocked as the spring 
season progresses.  

Plus, if you are looking to help the cause of re-
using items that still have a purpose, please 
consider donating things from your own closets 
for re-sale at the Thrift Shop. That merchandise 
will get a new lease on life through others that 
need and/or will treasure them. Once in the shop 
chances are good that you will also find some 
terrific items for your own use, too. 

Donations to the Thrift Shop at 1741 Easåt 
Second Street, Scotch Plains are accepted during 
our normal store operating hours: Tuesday 
through Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., and 
Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  All store 
proceeds outside of operating expenses are 
donated by the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service 
League to local non-profit organizations or used 
for student scholarships.  

Learn more about the Service League call the 
store at: 908-322-5420. Visit the web site 
(scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com) or search 
the “Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service League” on 
Facebook

(above) Refresh your home with spring décor 
from the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Thrift Shop.

Courtesy Photo

JOIN US FOR FLAMENCO! 
MARCH 16

The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains, 
in collaboration with the SPFHS World Language 
department and students, welcomes all to an 
exciting program on March 16, 2026 at 7:30 p.m. 
to experience the beautiful Alborada Spanish 
Dance Theater who will perform Flamenco 
dance. This program will be held at Terrill Middle 
School Auditorium located at 1301 Terrill Road 
in Scotch Plains. This Flamenco program is free 
and open to the public. Hospitality will be offered 
after the program.  

Founded in 1965 by Maria Alba, Alborada 
Dance Company continues to thrive as a 
nonprofit devoted to their mission of honoring the 
multicultural structure of Spanish culture through 
educational and entertaining performances. On 
average, Alborada reaches between 11,000-
15,000 people annually through their programs. 
With an estimated 30% of the TriState population 
having Hispanic heritage, the importance of 
honoring the rich diversity of Spanish cultural 
heritage is crucial.  

For more information on this engaging public 
event, or to learn more about the College Club of 
Fanwood-Scotch Plains, please visit our website 
fspcollegeclub.org.
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MURSELI PRO 
CONSTRUCTION
908-361-6372

• All Work Guaranteed 

• 24/7 Emergency Service 

• 15% Senior Discount 

• Major Credit Cards 

• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

ROOFING

MASONRY

GUTTERSCHIMNEY
• CLEANING 
• RE-LINE 
• REPAIRS 
• REBUILD 
• CAPPING

• CLEANING 
• INSTALLATION 
• SCREENING 
• REPAIRS 
• REPLACEMENTS

• RE-ROOF 
• NEW ROOF 
• ROOF REPAIRS 
• SHINGLES 
• FLAT ROOF

SIDING
LARGE  
SELECTION  
OF QUALITY 
STYLES AND 
COLORS

• DRIVEWAYS 
• STEPS 
• BRICK & BLOCK 
• SIDEWALKS 
• REPAIR

FOUNDATION
• NEW  

FUNDATIONS 
• REPAIRS 
• WATERPROOFING

Family 
Owned & 

Operated For 
20 Years

Expert Exterior Home Makeovers & Repairs
Call today for a FREE estimate 
for all jobs large and small. 
We deliver the highest quality  
craftemenship by experienced, 
professional masons at the  
most competative pricing. 

Deal direct with owner-operator 
and get custome personal service.

Spring Special CHIMNEY LINERS $1,300 
Protect your house from heat transfer combustibles and corrosive by products • Provide a correctly sized flue for optimum efficiency.
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Courtesy Photo

(above) Scotch Plains PoliceChief Jeff Briel

POLICE CHIEF JEFF BRIEL RECEIVES CEREMONIAL FINAL WALK OUT
Scotch Plains Township 

Retiring Scotch Plains Police Chief Jeff Briel 
received a warm goodbye on Friday, January 
30th, as officers and Township officials lined up 
to salute him after his final day on the job. The 
ceremony, known as a "clap out," was a 
celebratory send-off for Briel, who served in law 
enforcement for more than 30 years. Briel worked 
in a variety of roles in Scotch Plains, including 
training officer, narcotics detective, patrol 
assignments and administrative leadership, 
earning promotions through the ranks and was 
appointed to Chief in 2023. 
Scotch Plains Police Department’s Farewell: 

Today (January 30th), we recognize and 

celebrate the retirement of Chief Jeff Briel. 
Thank you for 33 years of dedicated service to 

law enforcement, including 31 years serving the 
residents of Scotch Plains. Your leadership, 
professionalism, and unwavering commitment to 
this community have left a lasting impact on this 
department and everyone who had the privilege 
to serve alongside you. 

Today, we say farewell to a great leader, a 
trusted mentor, and an absolute legend. Chief 
Briel’s legacy will continue to guide this agency 
for years to come. 

We wish you nothing but the very best in your 
well-earned retirement. Enjoy this next chapter—
you’ve earned it.

732-908-1507 | Free Consultation 
Flat Fees Available • Se Habla Español 

• Estate Planning (Wills & Trusts) • Divorce  
• Criminal Defense/DUI • Immigration 

272 High Street, Suite 4 • Perth Amboy, NJ 
Attorney Advertisement

THE LAW OFFICE OF  
MANUEL BATISTA, ESQ. 
• Retired NYPD Deputy Inspector  
• Former Brooklyn Prosecutor  

& State Dept Advisor 

HIGH END TILE & 
FINISH CARPENTRY
HIGH END TILE & 
FINISH CARPENTRY

973-896-4656973-896-4656
•Molding/Trim 
•Sheet Rock 
•Doors  
•Tile Work 
• Painting 
• Interior  

& Exterior 
Remodeling

Visit our website for 
sample photos and testimonials: www.angillc.com

Cell 908-202-1702 • O: 908-233-5555 
elizabeth.bataille@gmail.com  

209 Central Ave,Westfield, NJ 07090 
Elizabeth Bataille 

Sales Associate

The highest compliment I can receive 
is a referral from a satisfied client.

Top 1%  
Sales Associate  

Nationwide
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ROOFING
CHIMNEYS

GUTTERS

PATIOS

SIDING

MASONRY

STEPS FOUNDATIONS

KENZAROOFING 
  & CHIMNEY

908-627-9696 FAMILY OWNED 
BUSINESS. 

#13VH11991300

Before After

15% 
OFF 

SENIOR 
DISCOUNT

24/7 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE
With coupon. Cannot be  

combined with any other offer. 
Expires 3/31/26.

ROOFING & CHIMNEY SPECIALIST

$350 
OFF 
ANY 

CHIMNEY 
REPAIR

With coupon. Cannot be  
combined with any other offer. 

Expires 3/31/26.

$800 
OFF 
ANY 
NEW  

ROOF JOB

With coupon. Cannot be  
combined with any other offer. 

Expires 3/31/26.

$400 
OFF 

NEW STEPS

With coupon. Cannot be  
combined with any other offer. 

Expires 3/31/26.

CHIMNEY  
LINER 

STARTING AT: 

$1,300 

$200 
GUTTER 

CLEANING

Average house size. With coupon.  
Cannot be combined with any  
other offer. Expires 3/31/26.

With coupon. Cannot be  
combined with any other offer. 

Expires 3/31/26.

$350 
OFF 
ANY 
ROOF 

REPAIR
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Hurry! Offer Expires 2/28/26. Incoming orders only.

PAL FOOTBALL AND CHEERLEADING HONORED FOR CHAMPIONSHIP
Scotch Plains Township 

The Scotch Plains Township Council recently 
recognized the SPF PAL 8th Grade “A” Level 
Football Team and Cheerleading Squad for their 
roles in the Raiders’ undefeated 2025 season and 
NJSYFL “A” Division Super Bowl 
Championship. 

The football team finished the regular season 
8–0 and captured the title with a dramatic 30–24 
overtime victory over Old Bridge, while the 
cheerleaders provided consistent sideline support 
throughout the regular season, playoffs and 
championship game. 

Township officials noted the squads’ resilience 
during high-pressure moments, including a 
playoff win over Westfield and an overtime 
championship performance. The Council also 
acknowledged the leadership of the coaching 
staffs and the support of families and volunteers 
throughout the season. 

Officials congratulated both squads on their 
accomplishments and wished the student-athletes 
continued success as they advance to high school.
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908-251-9441 
Mrhandyman.com

On Time. Done right. 
Guaranteed.

10% OFF LABOR
On labor only, materials not included. Cannot  
be combined with other offers. Exp. 3/31/26.

2,500+ Positive Online Reviews 
Fully Insured 

License number: 13VH09897400

• Windows 

• Doors 

• Flooring 

• Drywall 

• Masonry 

• Aging In Place Certified 

• Interior and Exterior Carpentry 

• Friendly/Helpful Office Staff

REPAIR AND REMODEL SERVICES

WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU HIT “PAUSE”?
The parishes of St. Bartholomew the Apostle, 

Immaculate Heart of Mary in Scotch Plains along 
with the Church of the Little Flower Berkley 
Heights and St. James the Apostle Springfield are 
inviting men of all ages to attend this year’s 
Men’s Cornerstone XVII retreat. It will be on 
Friday March 6th and Saturday March 7th and 
held at St. Bartholomew in Scotch Plains. 
WHAT IS CORNERSTONE? 

Cornerstone is an opportunity to hit the “pause 
button” in life and a chance to renew and 
strengthen your faith and grow in your 
experience in the Christian faith. It is led by a 
team of parishioners from various backgrounds 
and ages who themselves have experienced an 
increased presence of Christ in their lives. 
WHY SHOULD I ATTEND CORNERSTONE? 

You will have a unique opportunity to meet 
other men of the community and together listen, 
reflect, and share real life experiences. Taking the 
time to retreat from daily routine and stress is 
both a necessary and rewarding experience. 
WHAT DOES “CORNERSTONE” MEAN? 

The word “Cornerstone” describes Christ as 
the main foundation (“the cornerstone”) of our 
lives. His presence within us allows us to live, 
grow, and become more loving and vibrant 
people of God. 

What can I expect at Cornerstone? It will begin 
on Friday evening March 6th at 6 p.m. and end 
on Saturday evening March 7th after Mass and 
dinner. There will be talks, followed by small 
group discussions, time for quiet personal 
reflection, Reconciliation, and Eucharist.  

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED.  
Please visit the web sites of either  
St. Bartholomew the Apostle at  
stbartholomewchurch.org/mens-cornerstone  
or Immaculate Heart of Mary at ihmparish.net. 
You may also reach out to the co-directors:  
Jim Brennan 908-337-6874,  
jpbrennan1946@gmail.com;  
Jose Montero 201-310-4278,  
josergomezmontero@hotmail.com;  
or Pat Cetera 908-230-7282,  
ceteras4@verizon.net.
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a u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile 
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall  

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical 
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Electrical Lic. # 14616  
& Plumbing w #8660

INSIDE COAT PAINTING
“No job too small” 

Maury McClelland 
908-377-1388 
maury_m@hotmail.com 

262 Throwbridge Dr. 
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Scotch Plains Volunteer Rescue Squad Tip 

DID YOU KNOW THAT 
YOU CAN TEXT 911?

Call If You Can, Text If You Can’t. If you’re 
ever in an emergency situation but unable to 
place a call, you can now text 911. 

It’s easy: Using any cell phone, open a new 
text message and type 911 as the recipient. Then 
text your name and the address of your location, 
and describe the type of help you need. 

If you ever find yourself in a situation where 
silence is a matter of safety, such as a home 
invasion or a domestic dispute, texting allows 
you to summon help without alerting an offender. 
It also works in areas with weak cellular 
reception, where a simple text message can often 
"sneak through" when a voice call might fail to 
connect. 

This service is also a major improvement for 
accessibility, allowing members of the Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing community, as well as those 
with speech impairments, to communicate 
directly for help.  

Please remember to start your text with who 
you are and where you are.  Dispatchers may not 
always be able to automatically determine your 
location. They need you to confirm your address 
so that they can send help as soon as possible. 

Already, 60% of 911 call centers in the USA 
provide text-to-911 services. While Scotch Plains 
(and all of Union County) are covered, others are 
not. To check if a town offers text-to-911, go to 
https://text911.info. 

If interested in donating, volunteering, or 
finding out more about Scotch Plains Volunteer 
Rescue Squad, go to  

ScotchPlainsRescueSquad.com  
or visit its Facebook page.  

Contributing Author: Christian Hansis,  
a member of the Scotch Plains  

Volunteer Rescue Squad.

YOUTH SYMPHONY REHEARSALS FREE AND OPEN TO PUBLIC - MARCH 1–5
The New Jersey Youth Symphony (NJYS), a 

program of Wharton Arts, invites young 
musicians and their families to experience the 
excitement of ensemble music-making during the 
NJYS Open Rehearsals Week, taking place 
March 1–5, 2026. 

Throughout the week, visitors are welcome to 
observe live rehearsals of any of NJYS’s 15 
ensembles, offering a rare behind-the-scenes look 
at how young musicians collaborate, learn, and 
grow under the guidance of NJYS’s 
accomplished artistic staff. Open Rehearsals 
Week is designed for students in grades 2–11 who 
are curious about joining a youth orchestra or 
expanding their musical journey. 

Attendees will have the opportunity to meet 
NJYS conductors, experience the rehearsal 
process firsthand, and explore how NJYS 
nurtures musical excellence, teamwork, and 
confidence in young performers. 

Said Artistic Director and Principal Conductor 
Helen Cha-Pyo, “At the New Jersey Youth 
Symphony, we hold our students to the highest 
standards of musical excellence and artistry 
because they are capable of extraordinary things. 
At the same time, our core mission goes beyond 
performance. We want our students to experience 
the profound connection between music and life, 
and to understand the power of music as a force 
for service, empathy, and community building. 
Open Rehearsals Week is an open invitation to 
parents, educators, and students to step inside our 
rehearsal rooms, feel the joy of our community, 
and witness the ‘serious fun’ that happens when 
young people make music together with purpose, 

passion, and heart.” 
NJYS is one of New Jersey’s premier youth 

orchestra programs, serving talented young 
musicians from across the region through a 
comprehensive range of ensembles and 
educational experiences. Open Rehearsals Week 
reflects NJYS’s commitment to access, 
education, and artistic excellence. 

Attendance is free, but advance registration is 
encouraged. Registration and additional 
information available at NJYS.org. 
ABOUT THE NEW JERSEY YOUTH SYMPHONY 

The New Jersey Youth Symphony (NJYS), a 
program of Wharton Arts, provides exceptional 
orchestral and ensemble training to young 
musicians in grades 2–12. Through a wide range 
of ensembles, performances, and educational 
opportunities, NJYS fosters musical excellence, 
collaboration, and a lifelong appreciation for the 
arts. 

Wharton Arts’ mission is to offer accessible, 
high quality performing arts education that sparks 
personal growth and builds inclusive 
communities. Wharton Arts’ vision is for a 
transformative performing arts education in an 
inclusive community to be accessible for 
everyone. 

Wharton Arts is located in Berkeley Heights, 
New Providence, and Paterson, NJ and reaches 
students from 12 counties. All of Wharton 
Arts’ extraordinary teaching artists, faculty 
members, and conductors hold degrees in their 
teaching specialty and have been vetted and 
trained to enable our students to achieve their 
personal best.

DO YOU NEED A 
DUMPSTER?

908-234-2382 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable Service

Call to Reserve One Today
Professional Delivery & Pickup

NJ DEP# S27236

Affordable

We take (but not limited to)... 
General Construction 
Household Waste 
Concrete & Asphalt

Logs & Stumps 
Demolition Debris 

Bulky Waste

(908) 276-5367 
(201) 666-0003 

358 North Avenue East 
Cranford, NJ 

www.reynolds-plumbing.net

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Lou DiFabio 
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio 
Lic. #11749

REYNOLDS PLUMBING

I BUY OLD MOTORCYCLES 
All Types - Running or Not

Call or Text Glenn 
732-556-7636

Same Day  
Pick-up 
 
We Pay Cash



Scotch Plains Monthly • Page 13   • March 2026            

Keeping your car?  
Did you know you can purchase an  
extended warranty for your vehicle?  
- coverage up to 120,000 miles - even if  
you did not buy it from Marano & Sons.

Buying & Selling Used Cars 
& Trucks Since 1955.

CREDIT PROBLEMS? 
Call us to get you approved.

Like us on Facebook!!!

TWO LOCATIONS IN 
GARWOOD, NJ 

507-13 South Avenue 
908-789-1551 

150 South Avenue 
908-789-0555 
Fax 908-789-1792

LOOKING FOR A LATE 
MODEL PRE-OWNED 
CAR,TRUCK OR SUV? 

Visit our lots  
or shop at home.  

Search over 135 vehicles  
by Make / Model / Year /  

Color / Body type /  
Engine specs / etc.

WE WILL ALSO BUY YOUR 
CAR, TRUCK OR SUV! 
No matter how old. 

We will buyout your lease,  
payoff your loan,  

pick it up at your house.
Look up  
the value of  
your car on 
our website 
 

MaranoSonsAuto.com

1773 E. 2nd Street,  
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 
Office 908-322-4436

TWO AGENTS 
ZERO EXCUSES 
ONE MISSION

Charles L. Decker jr. 
Realtor, ABR, SFR 
 
C: 908-902-9406 
deckerjrc@comcast.net

Fiona Cholar 
Realtor 
 
C: 646-354-0380 
fionacholar.realestate 
@gmail.com

UNICO WINE TASTING FUNDRAISER - MARCH 27
The Greater Westfield UNICO Chapter is 

proud to present its Spring Wine Tasting, an 
elegant and enjoyable charity event designed to 
bring together wine enthusiasts and community 
supporters for a night of great tastes and good 
causes. The event will take place on Friday, 
March 27, 2026, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the 
Columbian Club, 2400 North Avenue in Scotch 
Plains, NJ.  

Guests are invited to sip, savor, and celebrate 
spring while sampling a curated selection of 
wines, spirits and beer and enjoying appetizers in 
a relaxed and festive atmosphere. The tasting 
promises a wonderful opportunity to explore 
beverages, mingle, and enjoy the vibrant energy 
of the season. Wine will be available for purchase 
at a discounted price at this special event.  

Proceeds from the event will directly benefit 
the local charitable activities including student 
scholarships supported by the Greater Westfield 
UNICO Chapter. As part of UNICO National, the 
largest Italian-American service organization in 
the United States, the chapter is committed to 
“Service Above Self”— promoting Italian-
American heritage and providing meaningful 
support to educational, cultural, and charitable 
causes in the community.  

“Our Spring Wine Tasting is more than just an 
evening of great wine — it’s a chance for 
neighbors and supporters to gather for a 
meaningful cause,” said Gene Jannotti, President 
of the UNICO Westfield Chapter. “Every ticket 
purchased helps further our mission of service, 
community outreach, and support for local 
students.”  
EVENT HIGHLIGHTS: 
• Wine tasting featuring a variety of selections 

and discounts 
• Social networking and community engagement 
• Support for local UNICO charitable initiatives 

including student scholarships 
REGISTER TODAY! 

Tickets are available online: bit.ly/455rAn0 
SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

This event offers a welcoming and enjoyable 
experience for all. Donations and sponsorships 
are encouraged and will help amplify UNICO’s 
impact in supporting education, culture, and 
service both locally and nationally. The Amici 
Sponsorship is only $100 and includes one ticket. 
The Salute Sponsor is $250 and the Top Shelf 
Sponsor is $500. 
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Contact Daniela LeCras - Chapter Secretary, 
Greater Westfield UNICO Chapter at 
unicowestfield@gmail.com.
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We Mail 200,000 Newspapers 
  to Every Home & Business 
    in 30 Towns!

Advertise  in any  number of towns

Joe Renna 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPERS RATE SHEET 

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

We print Full Color 
2-Sided, Flyers and 

Menus that get inserted 
into the newspapers, 
and mailed to every 

home and business in 
Town for as low  

as $100 per thousand.
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MARCH SPEAKERS PROGRAM FOR THE SUMMIT AREA OLD GUARD
The Summit Area Old Guard is a social, 

educational, and recreational organization that 
serves men of retirement age.  We meet Tuesdays, 
9:30am, at the New Providence Presbyterian 
Church located at 1307 Springfield Ave – we 
encourage visitation, and all are welcome.   Our 
motto is “Come for the Programs. Stay for the 
Friends.”  The organization was founded in 1930. 
Website address is www.summitoldguard.org. 

In March, we will have five speakers: 
MARCH 3, STEVE BONDY 

On March 3rd, Steve Bondy, the recently 
retired US Ambassador to Bahrain will speak 
about the role of the Foreign Service in 
advancing US policies internationally, describe 
his 34-year career with the State Department, 

and, as a career Middle East specialist, discuss 
topics, conflicts and trends that are strategic to 
the interests of the United States in the region. 
Among other achievements, Steve led 6,000 
employees and contractors as COO at the U.S. 
Embassy in Afghanistan; worked to reconcile 
armed militias fighting U.S. and local forces in 
Iraq; assisted Jordan and Israel to negotiate their 
1994 peace agreement; created the 2023 U.S.-
Bahrain Comprehensive Security Integration and 
Prosperity Agreement and also confronted 
Iranian interference and aggression throughout 
the region. 
MARCH 10, RICK HARTLEY 

Next, on March 10th, Rick Hartley, local 
bridge teacher and author, will talk about the 

many facets of bridge. He’ll describe his own 
journey into the land of bridge, highlight 
celebrities who play bridge with some interesting 
quotes, discuss the many personal benefits to 
playing bridge, describe a scandal in an otherwise 
honorable game, provide an overview of how to 
play the game, explain why it might be the only 
“perfect” card game, and where you can learn to 
play this fascinating game. 
MARCH 17, ANAT SHMULOVICH 

On Saint Patrick’s Day, March 17th, Anat 
Shmulovich will be interviewed about her book, 
“Where the Night Train Ends: How I Survived 
Russia, Ukraine and the Loss of the Man I 
Loved”. The book is a personal memoire of her 
youth in the Soviet Union describing her passion 
for advancing her education in music as well as 
the personal challenges and sacrifices she and her 
family made along the way. It also describes the 
experience of life in the Soviet Union in the 
1960s and the repression and antisemitism 
experienced by Anat and her family. She will 
discuss issues raised in the book and read 
passages that highlight important milestones in 
her life: “Many people change careers or pursuits 
multiple times. On the contrary, I haven’t 
changed careers my entire life. All my life I either 
taught or played piano, and my only pursuit was 
to get better in what I do. I feel I haven’t worked 
a day in my life”. 
MARCH 24, MATTHEW WUNDER & SAM KEANE 

March 24th will feature Matthew Wunder and 
Samantha (Sam) Keane who will speak on 
several investment, tax and estate planning 
topics. Matthew, a certified financial manager, is 
a partner at Park Avenue Capital, an investment 
advisory firm associated with Northwestern 
Mutual, and Sam is an account manager and also 
a certified financial planner. They will discuss 
investment strategies deployed by Park Avenue 
Capital that are designed to produce attractive 
after-tax returns with reduced risk for their 
clients, as well as providing insightful tax, 
retirement and estate management strategies.   
MARCH 31ST, LARRY O'GORMAN 

Finally, on March 31st, we will hear from 
Larry O'Gorman, a Fellow at Nokia Bell Labs 
Research in Murray Hill, NJ. His current work 
areas include efficient AI and multimedia 
analytics. He has also taught multimedia security 
at Cooper Union and New York University. Larry 
will describe how technology has contributed to 
the creation of visual art from the time of 
Experiments in Art and Technology (E.A.T.) in 
the 1960s to today’s era of generative AI 
(artificial intelligence). Over this period, the 
artist’s role has evolved from solitary creator to 
orchestrator of immersive viewer experiences to 
one where the “brushwork” has been ceded to 
artificial intelligence. Larry will show a sampling 
of the interactive artworks starting with the 
Experiments in Art and Technology that involved 
New York artists working with Bell Labs 
engineers in the 1960s, and up to present day. 
With this increasing use of AI technologies, we 
will ask the question: whose creation is this –
human or machine?

(above, l-r) Steve Bondy, Rick Hartley, Anat Shmulovich, Sam Keane, O'Gorman
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ESTATES ROADSHOW BUYING EVENTS

No Appointment Necessary. • FREE Appraisals • FREE Admission

EstatesRoadshow.com 

Gold Is At An All Time High NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL 

GOLD EXCEEDS $4,000 PER OUNCE!!!

Speak to the company’s owner: Marshall Smoller: 609-781-6559

WATCHES 
-Rolex 
-Cartier 
Patek Philippe 
Pocket Watches

BUYING ALL STERLING SILVER 
-Silverware 
- Trays 
-925 Jewelery 
All Sterling Silver

BUYING ALL COINS 
-Gold Coins 
-Gold Eagles 
-Proof Sets 
-Kreugerrands 
-Buffalos 
-US Silver Coins Pre-64 
-Morgan/Peace Dollars

BUYING ALL GOLD 
-Gold Necklaces 
-Gold Earrings 
-Gold Rings 
-Gold Bracelets 
-Gold Pendants 
-Gold Charms 
-Gold Watches

BUYING ALL DIAMONDS 
-Wedding Rings 
-Loose Diamonds 
-Diamond Jewelry 
-Engagement Rings

————————— 
CLARK 

HOLIDAY INN 
MARCH 16th to 20th 

36 Valley Road 
Clark, NJ 

————————— 
KENILWORTH 

HOTEL 
MARCH 23rd to 27th 

60 S 31st Street 
Kenilworth, NJ 

————————— 
WEST ORANGE 
COURTYARD 

MARCH 23rd to 27th 
8 Rooney Circle,  
West Orange, NJ CLARK HOLIDAY INN

KENILWORTH HOTEL

3 SHOWS IN MARCH AT 3 LOCATIONS! 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 10am to 5pm 

THE  
COURTYARD

Highest  
   Cash Offer 
     on the Spot!

ADD 20% 
TOWARD YOUR SALE 
WITH THIS COUPON!

Don’t Miss Out! 
We Pay the Most! 

Instant Verbal Quotes!

* Limit 1 Per Customer. Visit us at a show with this coupon for more details.  
This Coupon must be presented at the start of the transaction. Other restrictions  
may apply. All prices subject to market fluctuation. Offers Subject to Condition  

& Presentation. Please Bring All Appropriate Boxes & Paper Work.


