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BROKENHEARTED?
- HOME IS WHERE

HE HEART IS
- LET ME BE YOUR
MATCHMAKER

Malke Your Move
with Mary! "

“

Mary DePaola

Broker Associate
Personal,
Professional, Proven
Coldwell Banker Realty
209 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090
Cell: 908-963-8673 (Best #)
Office: 908-233-5555
Mary.depaola@cbrealty.com

u a8
a0 - O
HE_Ug|4
LS Ez| 2
CEO< o=
g:JD-_D'<Zn:§ o
e S (™
-} <E
|
(1=
=
(=]
=
(=
x
H =
X
= —
g m
gzm
gcz
==—
; L gl
! On B
25
x
x
* NS
* @@
! Qe D

COLLEGE CLUB SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS DUE FEB. 14TH

The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains 2026-2027 scholarship  [FESSSSS
application forms can be obtained from the SPFHS Counseling Office or

at spfk12.org or fspcollegeclub.org.

This will be the 90th year that female students seeking financial
assistance to pursue a four-year college degree have been helped by our
club’s fund-raising efforts. To date the College Club has awarded
approximately $843,000 in scholarships to approximately 608 women.

In the words of one of our recipients: “From the bottom of my heart, I
thank the College Club for investing in my education. It means the world
to me that [ have a team of female supporters who saw something in me
and spent their precious time and energy to raise the scholarship money
that will allow me to further my education and pursue my dreams. I hope
that one day I can return the favor and share the same generosity with

future candidates.”

Application materials must be postmarked ON OR BEFORE

FEBRUARY 14, 2026 to be considered.

The Scholarship Committee will be ready to begin reviewing
applications the first week of March. The list of 2026- 2027 Scholarship

Recipients will be finalized in mid-April.

(right) Jane Barnes, one of last year's scholarship recipients,
is pictured with College Club member Marie Leppert

Courtesy Photo

SP-F SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION APPLICATIONS DUE FEB. 6

Graduating High School Seniors and current college
students in Scotch Plains and Fanwood are invited to apply
for scholarships to support their post-high school educational
endeavors.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Scholarship Foundation is
currently accepting applications for high school seniors
graduating in 2026 who reside in Scotch Plains or Fanwood,
and residents currently attending college or other post high
school institutions for scholarships. Electronic applications
are now available at spfscholarshipfoundation.org.

The numerous scholarships offered by the Foundation
range in criteria; some awards are need-based, while others
have criteria such as the intent to pursue an education in a
particular field or participation in certain activities in high
school. The major criterion for eligibility is that the applicant
resides in Scotch Plains or Fanwood; an applicant need not
be a graduate of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School. In
addition to the application, the Foundation requires a
personal essay from the applicant, a letter of reference, and
an official high school or college transcript.

The deadline for the Foundation to receive applications -
and any supporting documents as indicated — is February 6,

drivers who switched
sayed

The Espeland Group
908-233-6300

2284 South Ave

an average of $468*

2026 at 5 p.m. Applicants may submit their applications and
other supporting documents via our online application.

“The Foundation is proud to uphold the commitment to
support the educational endeavors of the students in our
communities,” says Michelle Wywra, President of the
Foundation. “We could not accomplish this without the
kindness and generosity of our donors, and the participation
and support from the community via our fundraising efforts.”

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Scholarship Foundation’s
Board of Trustees is a 100% volunteer-run 501¢3 non-profit
organization. To learn more about this year’s scholarship
offerings, visit spfscholarshipfoundation.org.

ABOUT THE FOUNDATION:

Since 1966, The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Scholarship
Foundation has awarded over $5 million to thousands local
students. In addition to the Dollars for Students awards, the
Foundation administers over 85 separate honorary and
memorial scholarships. Scholarship assistance is made
possible by Scotch Plains and Fanwood businesses,
organizations, community members, and other contributions.

For more information visit

www.spfscholarshipfoundation.org.

Protection you need at
lower rates you want.,
Dinvvers who switched
to Allstate saved an
average of 54568, Call
us to switch today.

We're always hara with
local adwice you Can
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SEND US YOUR NEWS

Do you have a community service that you
need help publicizing? Did you or someone you
know accomplish something amazing? We are
interested in hearing about your latest
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com

ADVERTISING
Joe Renna: 908-447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com
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Find us on online: rennamedia.com
facebook.com/ Scotch Plains Monthly

PRESENTATION ON KRAMER MANOR - FEB. 24TH

Historical Society of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood

“Kramer Manor” is the captivating history of
a Black Community located right here in
Fanwood and Scotch Plains. It proudly marked
its centennial in 1924 and, less than a year later,
it celebrated another historic designation—
inclusion in the New Jersey Black Heritage Trail.
Kramer Manor, a neighborhood comprising
approximately one hundred households, has a
rich history. For most of its 100+ years it stood as
an all-Black enclave, but today it has transformed
into a thriving and desirable multicultural
community of single-family homes and green
spaces.

The Historical Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood is honored to have Jill Jackson-Jones,
a respected member of our community, share her
insights and educate us about Kramer Manor at
our upcoming February 24th evening meeting.
Jill, who grew up in the Kramer Manor
neighborhood in the 1970°s and 1980’s, now
resides in her childhood home. Her dedication to
preserving the history of Kramer Manor is
evident in her roll as a member of the Social
Justice Matters (SJM) organization. Alongside
Pamela Brooks, another SJM member, Jill
spearheaded the process of tracing the history of
Kramer Manor. Their efforts culminated in the
successful application for Kramer Manor’s

inclusion in the Black Heritage Trail. Beyond her
remarkable contributions to SJM, Jill and her
husband Felton Jones, own a Southern Catering
service on E. 2nd Street, Scotch Plains.

The Historical Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood cordially invites you to join us for this
timely meeting on Tuesday evening February
24th, starting at 7:30 p.m. Prepare to be amazed
by this remarkable history of this neighborhood
of 51 acres. In 1924, it was purchased by a New
York City-based real estate firm, Kramer
Realities, Inc. The owners, brothers Harry and
Hyman Kramer of Russian-Jewish heritage,
actively marketed it as a destination for black
families.

Join us as we delve into the obstacles faced
and overcome by these pioneering buyers. Bring
your family, friends and neighbors to this
enriching meeting and embark on a. Journey
through the captivating story and legacy of
Kramer Manor. The meeting is free and open to
all, and it is held at the historic Shady Rest
Country Club, another significant landmark on
the Black Heritage Trail. Located at 820
Jerusalem Road (at the corner of Plainfield
Avenue) in Scotch Plains, the club offers a
historic setting for refreshments and fellowship
after the presentation.

For further information contact Connie Klock
at tonniebeth@verizon.net or 908-337-7735.

MY HANDYMAN & PAINTER m{;-

QUALITY HOME IMPROVEMENTS AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

* Vinyl Plank & Tile Flooring Installed General 4
e Cabinetry Repairs & Installs ¥

e Sheetrock, Install & Repair

e Painting, Electric & Plumbing

e Windows, Siding & Roofing

e Basement Finishing & Waterproofing

732-331-9572

www.MyHandymanAndPainter.com

Handyman

Services

View our Google Reviews.
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Licensed & Insured SHEETROCK, PAINTING
License #13VH11554200

o #13 CROWN MOLDING, DOORS
= NO JOB TOO SMALL

MY HANDYMAN & PAINTER LLC., 100 WALNUT AVE, SUITE 210, CLARK NJ 07066
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Call Today for a Free Estimate! [ 855.624.6655
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Payment Plans
WINDIOAWS $309  BASEMERNTS 5355
EITCHEMS $387 RATHRODMS §199
PLHOHPG 514Y  DECENMPATIOS 5189
HOAMG 30 PORCHESSTERS SEES

ROOFING | SIDING | WINDOWS s Plarc Avalahic!
KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BASEMENTS s pcyments besi e vl apyvovel
MASONRY | DECKS | PORCHES

VIRTUAL MEETINGS ALSO AVAILABLE

Interior & Exterior Remodeling | Family Owned & Operated

100% FINANCING AVAILABLE | 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE
MIDCA 13VHOT755300

JMagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com
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GOV’S EDUCATORS
OF THE YEAR

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public Schools

Each year, New lJersey school districts
nominate their educators for the prestigious
Governor’s Educator of the Year Award through
the New Jersey Department of Education. The
program seeks to recognize educators “who have
gone above and beyond in their service to New
Jersey’s students” and to create a culture that
recognizes excellence and brings public attention
to the work of outstanding educators.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public Schools
recently recognized 15 exceptional teachers and
educational services professionals nominated for
the 2025-2026 Governor’s Educator of the Year
Recognition Program.

“On behalf of the entire district,
congratulations to the 15 teachers and educational
services professionals who were recognized for
this outstanding honor,” said Superintendent Dr.
Joan Mast. “Their dedication to student success
is noticed and appreciated.”

GOVERNOR’S EDUCATORS OF THE YEAR :
* Anne Guard, Nettingham Spanish Teacher
» Kathleen Daniele,

Nettingham Classroom Aide
 Kathy McArdle,

Evergreen First Grade Teacher
* Celina Merejo, Evergreen Classroom Aide
» Andrea Karanik,

SPFHS Social Studies Teacher
* Richard Dorry,

SPFHS Student Assistance Specialist
» Katherine (Kate) Szczubelek,

School One Kindergarten Teacher
* Holly Hindin, School One Classroom Aide
* Emily Bentivegna,

Brunner Special Education Teacher
» Marissa Kurtz,

Brunner Speech/Language Specialist
* Elizabeth Sinnott,

McGinn Special Education Teacher
» Kamini Sanghvi, McGinn Classroom Aide
* Kari Weinglass,

Coles Special Education Teacher
» Dawn Haligowski, Coles Classroom Aide
* Nora Shalan, Terrill English/LA Teacher

/N "\
BRINK'S

CONTRACTING

BUILDERS & REMODELING * REMOVATIONS « REFAIRS
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

g ‘H‘ g =
Call for a Free Estimate (862) 451-9666
WWW BrinksContractingServices.com

HICE 1IVH11745400

UNICO MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
DEADLINE MARCH 1

Scotch Plains-Fanwood UNICO

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood chapter of
UNICO will once again be holding its annual
Memorial Scholarship Program. All Scotch Plains
and Fanwood high school seniors of verifiable
Italian heritage are eligible to apply for a
scholarship to help defray costs of their first year
of post-secondary education.

While students must be residents of Scotch
Plains or Fanwood, they can attend any high
school, even if the school is outside the local area.
Students will need to provide a wide range of
information  regarding  their = academic
performance, Italian heritage verification,
extracurricular and community involvement, and
so forth. Additionally, parents and/or guardians
will supply household income information. Once

applicants submit their information, SP-F

UNICO members will review all applications -

which will be anonymous to ensure fairness - and

select their top choices for scholarship awards.

The scholarship awards are as follows:

* Four (4) $2500 scholarships to students
attending four-year higher education
institution

* One (1) $1500 scholarship to a student
attending a two-year community college

* One (1) $1500 scholarship to a student
attending a vocational, technical, or trade
school program

All applications are due no later than 11:59 pm
on March 1. To learn more about and submit their
applications to the scholarship program, students
should visit tinyurl.com/spfunicoscholarships.

UMNION COUNTY

GROUP

ORTHOPAEDIC

& DIVISION OF LS 0rt o

ORTHOPEDICS - PAIN - PODIATRY

IN YOUR COMMUNITY

BOARD CERTIFIED PHYSICIANS - PROVIDING EXPERT CARE
PHYSICAL THERAPY - CLARK & LINDEN
URGENT CARE - LINDEN, WEEKDAY LATE AFTERNOONS
SAME-DAY APPOINTMENTS & ON-SITE DIAGNOSTICS

HELPING YOU MOVE IN CONFIDENCE

LINDEN - CLARK - UNION
s 908-864-0664 ";908-628-1115

Hablamos Espanol!

@
SCAN FOR MOREINFO

WWW.UNIONCOUNTYORTHO.COM



Whippany Fire Department

Congratulations to the Whippany Fire
Department Swiftwater Rescue Team (aka the
TURTLES)! They were recognized during a
Hanover Township Committee meeting, for
responding to calls for mutual aid in Scotch
Plains Township during intense, sudden
floodwaters.

We are incredibly proud to celebrate the
members who were recognized at the Hanover

Scotch Plains Monthly ¢ Page 5 ¢ February 2026

THE TURTLES RECEIVE HANOVER DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

Township Committee meeting held on Dec. 11,
2025.

Deputy Chief Derrick Shearer and the entire
Whippany Fire Department Swiftwater Rescue
Team were presented with the Hanover Township
Distinguished Service Award for their
meritorious acts of courage, bravery, and valor.

The award recognizes the team's actions on the
evening of July 14, 2025, when they responded
to multiple calls for mutual aid in Scotch Plains

h -

Township during intense, sudden floodwaters.
Their heroic efforts resulted in the rescue of
numerous people trapped by the rising water.

Each team member received a plaque,
recognizing their dedication to service every day.

We are so fortunate to have such highly-
trained, courageous, and dedicated volunteers
protecting our community and helping our
neighbors when they mneed it most.
Congratulations to all!

(above) Whippany Fire Department Swiftwater Rescue Team (aka the TURTLES) were recognized during a Hanover Townsth Committee meeting,

for responding to calls for mutual aid in Scotch Plains Township during intense, sudden floodwaters.

Photo by Hanover Township

HEATING - COOLING « PLUMBING -

908-213-5882
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{688) 819-8060

TANKLESS
WATER
HEATERS
(EXPIRES 2/28/26)

NEW

TOILET

INSTALLATION
(EXPIRES 2/28/26)

SERVICE

LAST CHANCE
FOR HEATING
TUNE UP
*49

PER SYSTEM
(EXPIRES 2/28/26)

DUCTLESS
MINI SPLIT
INSTALLATION
(EXPIRES 2/28/26)

Sevvrcoig all of New vy

RINCETONAIR

ELECTRIC

PrincetonAir.com

ELECTRICAL

(EXPIRES 2/28/26)

1,000 OFF:! FREE WATER QUALITY TEST

& $399 OFF
HALO WATER
FILTRATION SYSTEM

(EXPIRES 2/28/26)

These

DISPATCH FEE

During Normal
Business Hours
Mon-Fri 8 am — 4 pm

COMPLET
as low a
With 1

WE OFFER FREE ESTIMATES ON ALL HEATING, COOLING, GENERATOR INSTALLATIONS!

Dont MIss

%W@@th@%t

o AC/Heating Installations  Hot Water Heaters * Generators
e Sump Pumps e Electrical Panels ¢ EV Chargers

E HVA
$89 a month
180 months to pay’

(EXPIRES 2/28/26)

Scan QR Code
to Schedule Your
FREE INSTALLATION
ESTIMATE

C SYSTEMS

Coupon must be presented when work is performed. One coupon per transaction. Not to be combined with any other offers.

JS Needham-Master HVACR Lic. # 3980 ¢ M Burt-Plumbing Lic. # 8389 « NJHIC # 13VH00255200 * PAHIC # PA001066
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ESTATEN ROADSHOW BUYING EVENTY

Gold Is At An All Time High NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL

GOLD EXGEEDS $4 000 PER OUNCE!!!
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BUYING ALL GOLD BUYING ALL COINS BUYING I-\LI. STERLING SILVER WATCHES BUYING ALL DIAMONDS
- Gold Necklaces - Gold Coins - Silverware - Rolex - Wedding Rings
- Gold Earrings - Gold Eagles - Trays N%I‘I"y ggﬂ - Cartier - Loose Diamonds
- Gold Rings - Proof Sets - 925 Jewelry TY W - Patck Philippe - Diamond Jewelry
- Gold Bracelets - Kreugerrands - All Sterling Silver V' - Pocket Watches - Engagement Rings
- Gold Pendants - Buffalos
- Gold Charms - US Silver Coins Pre-64 E t t R d h
- Gold Watches - Morgan/Peace Dollars s a es 0 a s ow c o m

. — '. Highest

____________ \ 4 D W - 1' @ g9

, o N - Cash Offer
| ADD 20 A) ! - g 5% h on the Spot!
' TOWARD YOUR SALE , fal A T\ ""ﬂ

..' ..- ._-;_:_‘\_

\ WITH THIS COUPON! !

1 s
B Limit 1 Per Customer. Visit us at a show with this coupon for more details. A - iy
This Coupon must be presented atthe start of the tran sacto Other restrictions | r "

Don’t Miss Out’
W o agmy. s sl o et ataton O §§'p“w°k‘“ . - € )1 We Pay the Most!
"""""" Instant Verbal Quotes!

FEBRUARY 2 025 SHOW
@ CLARK HOLIDAY INN!!

FEB 16th TO 20TH 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Soulh Avenue

LINDEN

E:| il 135

Walnui Awenue

Yally Road

RAHWAY

No Appointment Necessary. ® FREE Appraisals ® FREE Admission
Speak to the company’s owner: Marshall Smoller: 609-781-6559
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ENTATEN ROADSHOW BUYING EVENTY

Gold Is At An All Time High NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL

GOLD EXBEEDS $4 000 PER OUNCE!!!
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FEBRUARY 2 025 SHOW
@ KENILWORTH HOTEL!!

FEB 23RD TO 27TH 10a.m. to 5 p.m.
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CRANFORD

Wezilield Avense

ESTATES ROADSHOW 60 -S- 31 st S;:eet, Kenilworth, NJ

No Appointment Necessary. ® FREE Appraisals ® FREE Admission

Speak to the company’s owner: Marshall Smoller: 609-781-6559
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RYAN RAMOS HONORED FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE

(above) Ryan Ramo

Courtesy Photo

INSIDE COAT PAINTING

“No job too small”

Maury McClelland
908-377-1388

maury_m@hotmail.com

262 Throwbridge Dr.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Al’'s Carpentry 3
Home Improvements

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall
Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Call: 908.451.2230 =

Electrical Lic. # 14616
alscarpentry11{@aol.com & Plumbing w #8660

Scotch Plains Township

The Scotch Plains Township Council recently
recognized five-year-old resident Ryan Ramos for
his compassion and dedication to community
service, inspired by lessons he learned in school
about former President Jimmy Carter and his
humanitarian work with Habitat for Humanity.

Motivated by Carter’s legacy, Ryan expressed
a desire to volunteer and help build homes for
families in need, celebrating his admiration with
a Jimmy Carter—themed birthday.

While age restrictions prevent young children

from participating in home construction, Ryan
found another way to give back by joining
Greater Middlesex & Morris Habitat for
Humanity’s Carpenter’s Club volunteers in
Randolph.

On November 6, he helped build a playhouse
that will be delivered to a Habitat homesite and
presented to a future homeowner family in spring
2026. Township officials praised Ryan and his
family for exemplifying kindness, civic
responsibility, and the spirit of volunteerism that
strengthens the Scotch Plains community.

ALL YOU CAN EAT PANCAKE BREAKFAST - FEB 22

Submitted by Susan Baldani, a life member
of the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad.

The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad’s 16th annual
Pancake Breakfast will take place on Sunday,
February 22, 2026, from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
at its building located at 1916 Bartle Avenue. This
event is hosted by the Scotch Plains Rescue
Squad Auxiliary, which raises funds for the
volunteer squad.

All-you-can-eat pancakes and sausage, along
with coffee and juice, will be offered for just an
$8.00 per person entry fee (children 5 and under
eat free). There will also be a raffle for baskets
filled with gifts and goodies donated by the
community and area businesses.

To help make this annual get-together even
more fun and exciting, donations are being
collected for gift baskets that will be auctioned

off during the event. Only new items will be
accepted, and no shoes, clothing, or stuffed
animals are needed.

We also encourage donors to create their own
gift baskets using the themes above. This would
be a great project for a family, a scout troop, or
other groups looking to contribute to this worthy
fundraiser.

The Auxiliary will be collecting donations
through February 14, on Tuesdays and Fridays
from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m., and on Saturdays from
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. The drop-off location is
the Squad building at 1916 Bartle Avenue.

If interested in becoming a member of the
Auxiliary, come by the Squad building one
evening to pick up an application, or email
SPRSAuxiliary@scotchplainsrescuesquad.com.

Thank you for your support!

and

908 251-9441

Mrhandyman.com

REPAIR AND REMODEL SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT PROFESSIONALS

ymcm““

a nmghbnrlg cumpu ny

10% OFF LABOR

On labor only, materials not included. Cannot

e Windows

¢ Doors

* Flooring

e Drywall

e Masonry

e Aging In Place Certified

e Interior and Exterior Carpentry
e Friendly/Helpful Office Staff

On Time. Done right.
Guaranteed.

2,500+ Positive Online Reviews
Fully Insured
License number: 13VH09897400

be combined with other offers. Exp. 2/28/26.

______________________________________________




Scotch Plains Monthly  Page 9 « February 2026

YOU ARE INVITED TO A WEDDING AT CDC THEATRE

A modern musical farce with heart, It Shoulda
Been You, at CDC Theatre, 78 Winans Ave in
Cranford, NJ, invites you to a wedding day
where nothing goes as planned. Chaos, secrets,
and laughs abound as two families, one Jewish,
one Catholic, collide in a whirlwind of love,
identity, and unexpected twists. Her mother is a
force of nature. His mother is a tempest in a
cocktail shaker. And, when the bride's ex-
boyfriend crashes the party, the perfect wedding
starts to unravel. It's up to the bride’s sister to turn
a tangled mess into happily ever after in this
musical comedy for anyone who has ever had
parents.

This fast-paced ensemble comedy celebrates
acceptance, forgiveness, and the true meaning of
family. At the Steinberg wedding, nothing is what

it seems; religions collide, Machiavellian plots
are revealed, promises are broken, secrets are
exposed and hope springs from the most unlikely
of places. The charming, funny musical, It
Shoulda Been You, invites you to a wedding day
that you'll never forget, with blushing brides,
nervous grooms, overbearing moms, unexpected
guests and plenty of crazy twists and turns.
Anything that can go wrong does, and love pops
up in mysterious places.

Performances are Fridays and Saturdays from
February 13th- 28th at 8pm, and Sundays
February 22 and March 1 at 2pm.

CDC Theatre is happy to announce that as part
of a new pilot program, the February 22nd
matinee performance will be ASL interpreted.
For tickets and more details, visit cdctheatre.org.

CDC Theatre

| ‘-ﬁ\- i "."' '_. ¥ ..'.".'. - Pk

Fri+Sat Feb.13-28 8pm /Sun. Mar 1 2pm/ Sun. Feb.22 2pm

78 Winans Ave. Cranford, NJ

ASL Interpreted Perf.

COLDWELL BAMKER
REALTY

The highest compliment I can receive
is a referral from a satisfied client.

Cell 908-202-1702  O: 908-233-5555
elizabeth.bataille@gmail.com

209 Central Ave,Westfield, NJ 07090

sk (&) G)
NJ ANTIQUE BUYER)

Nationwide
WE BUY ANTIQUES, ART,

COLLECTIBLES, COINS, AND JEWELRY

WE BUY ANYTHING OLD

* Coins and Medals ® Watches & Clocks

¢ Judaica Collectibles ® Old Toys ¢ Military
¢ Asian Arts ® Old Writing Instruments
Antique Porcelain & Glass ® Art
¢ Jewelry (Vintage, Costume, and Gold)
e Sterling, European, Antique Silver

201-410-8482
info@njantiques.com

www.nhjantiques.com
3 East Pleasant Ave. Maywood, NJ

Elizabeth Bataille

Sales Associate

We do house-calls anywhere
within the tri-state area.

HIGH
FINIS

ND TILE &
CARPENTRY

*Molding/Trim
oSheet Rock
*Doors
oTile Work
¢ Painting
¢ Interior
& Exterior
Remodeling

Angl‘ﬁ?:me

Imprm ement LLC

L ]
i

Visit our website for nma

sample photos and testimonials: www.nnglllc.com

1'.'.-"!.1-‘..1:'[: I & RUG CC

S ‘i"LLl'b- & SE R"u-"l':l' OF —
ORIENTAL RUGS & CARPETS

s We sell, cut & install
luxurious Wall-to-Wall
& Area Carpels

= We fabricate & install
custom stair and I1:||II1.'..';|:..'
MInners

= We sell hand knotted
oricntal & antique nags

= Expert Hand Wiashing, g
Repair & Bestoration Serndces S = e

¥ ¥l 1

— Call or Text — |1lfil: |:{-‘|:.nx!| Tn;m

908-812-5031 www.HamrahRug.com
20% OFF Rug Cleaning Sale!

Hurry! Offer Expires 2/28/26. Incoming orders only.

MARANQ_ & SONS

AUTO SALES INC.

Buying & Selling Used Cars
& Trucks Since 1955.

LOOKING FOR A LATE
MODEL PRE-OWNED
CAR,TRUCK OR SUV?

Visit our lots
or shop at home.
Search over 135 vehicles
by Make / Model / Year /
Color / Body type /
Engine specs / etc.

WE WILL ALSO BUY YOUR
CAR, TRUCK OR SUV!

No matter how old.
We will buyout your lease,
payoff your loan,
pick it up at your house.

Look up
the value of
your car on
our website

- e e .

MaranoSonsAuto com

TWO LOCATIONS IN
GARWOOD, NJ
507-13 South Avenue
908-789-1551

150 South Avenue

908-789-0555
Fax 908-789-1792

Keeping your car?

Did you know you can purchase an
extended warranty for your vehicle?

- coverage up to 120,000 miles - even if
you did not buy it from Marano & Sons.

CREDIT PROBLEMS?
Call us to get you approved.

Like us on Facehook!!!
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RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPERS RATE SHEET

We Mail 200,000 Newspapers
to Every Home & Business

We print Full Color
2-Sided, Flyers and
Menus that get inserted
into the newspapers,

i | Laes and mailed to every
In 30 Towns' Cedar Knods EAST home and business in
Whippamy Town for as low
Joe Renna 908'447'1295 as $100 per thousand.
joerenna@rennamedia.com : LIVINGSTON
MORRIS | MOARISTOWH '
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Official Obituary of Gabriel A. Spera

Gabriel A. Spera passed away on January 9,
2026, at the age of 90.

Gabe was born to Theodore and Rose
(Miserendino) Spera and grew up on a dirt road
in Canarsie, Brooklyn, an Italian immigrant
neighborhood. He attended Brooklyn College
before enlisting in the United States Army, where
he served honorably for two years.

After his discharge, he began a life-long career
in sales, initially selling typewriters for Smith
Corona in New York City. A naturally gifted
salesman, he assumed roles of increasing
prominence, eventually rising to the rank of Vice
President of Sales for Hunt Imaging. He never
truly retired.

Gabe met the love of his life, Marilyn Collins,
at a friend’s wedding. Their first date was a trip
to an ice cream parlor, followed by a movie. They
were married within a year—a bond that would
last for more than 63 years.

Gabe’s early career path took them through
various locales. From Brooklyn, they moved to
Richmond, Virginia, and then Baltimore,
Maryland, where they welcomed their first two
children, Cynthia and Theodore. Later, they
purchased their first home on Staten Island,
where their third child, Gabriel, was born. In
1971, they moved to Scotch Plains, motivated in
part by a desire to find a suitably enriching
environment for their children.

Gabe was passionate about preserving the
natural environment, maintaining local identity,
and upholding cultural traditions. In support of
these ideals, he ran for and won a seat on the
Scotch Plains Township Council in 1982,
ultimately serving for eight years. He was
honored to be named mayor twice during that
time. He helped revitalize downtown Scotch
Plains while successfully fending off rampant
development. His efforts served to foster a greater
sense of civic pride and community.

Gabe merged his love of family, community,
and heritage. He was active in UNICO, the Boy
Scouts, and both the North Plainfield and
Westfield Italian American Clubs. He could

DO YOU NEED A
DUMPSTER?

Professional Delivery & Pickup Affordable

Call to Reserve One Today

We take (but not limited to)...
General CGonstruction
Household Waste

Logs & Stumps
Demolition Debris
Bulky Waste

NJ DEP# S27236

908-234-2382

Fast, Friendly, Reliable Service
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SCOTCH PLAINS MOURNS THE PASSING OF FORMER MAYOR GABE SPERA

(above) Gabriel A. Spera, July 5, 1935 -
January 9, 2026

Courtesy Photo

always be seen cheering on his children—and
everyone else’s as well.

In 2016, Gabe and Marilyn moved to the
Lantern Hill retirement community in New
Providence, where his warmth and sociability
continued to flourish. He served as a Resident
Advisor (advocating for world-class food
service), participated in Tuesday night poker
games, played chess, and became a member of
the New Providence Republican Club. He was
active with the local Lions Club—and was
affectionately known as “Mr. 50-50” for his
astounding success at promoting the club’s
annual fund-raising raffle. In recognition of his
exceptional civic contributions, he was named
Grand Marshall of the 2023 Columbus Day
Ceremony in Westfield.

Gabe was a man of many passions and talents.
His garden was legendary, as was his kitchen. He
spent his summers tending his garden, where he
grew fresh ingredients for his dishes. He
particularly loved canning tomatoes and picking
fresh figs from his tree. He also took pride in

Ill-

’ BOOST YOUR BUSINESS
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732.574.5239

wine making: From crushing to bottling, Gabe
took great care in producing enjoyable wine,
which he shared liberally. Above all, Gabe
cherished quality time with his loved ones. He
delighted in spending time in Stone Harbor,
traveling internationally (especially to Italy),
playing rounds of golf at Fiddler’s Elbow
Country Club, attending New York Giants
games, singing karaoke whenever the
opportunity arose, and passing down family
recipes and traditions to his children and
grandchildren (though thankfully, he did not pass
on his skills with the accordion).

Gabe was a devoted husband and father, a
loyal friend, and a beloved neighbor. He had a
quick wit, a great sense of humor, and a natural
charisma that commanded attention and
affection. His life was defined not only by what
he did, but by how generously he gave of himself
to others. In both public and private life, Gabe
exemplified the highest qualities—honesty,
sincerity, empathy, and service.

Gabe is survived by his beloved wife, Marilyn;
his children, Cynthia Neff (Robert Neff, Jr.),
Theodore (Maria Fernanda), and Gabriel (Rachel

Lee); his grandchildren, Tomas, Carey
(Caroline), Teddy (Star), Laura, Kate, Sophia,
Paloma, Raven, and Phoebe; and great-

grandchild, Hazel Grace. Gabe is also survived
by his brother, Paul, several cousins, nieces, and
nephews, and numerous friends and community
members who were better for having known him.
His children, grandchildren, and great-grandchild
were the light of his life and a true source of
pride.

REYNOLDS PLUMBING

(908) 276-5367
(201) 666-0003

358 North Avenue East
Cranford, NJ

{ t‘*
& IM G www.reynolds-plumbing.net
ST 19 Lou DiFabio Dan DiFabio
Lic. #4237 Lic. #11749

Residential /| Commercial / Industrial

UGLY HOMES WANTED

A television and streaming renovation
project is seeking a limited number of
homeowners in this area with outdated or
distressed homes requiring substantial
remodeling. This opportunity is for full-
scale renovations only-not cosmetic repairs.

Selected projects may qualify for
professionally documented renovations,
special project pricing, and potential
homeowner compensation in exchange for
filming participation and release.

Call 833-375-1472
Ask for the TV Project Department
Serious inquiries only.
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Enjoy Vibrant

Senior Living
IN EVERY SEASON

At Lantern Hill, the weather won’'t hold you back!
Everything you need is under one roof.

« Experience freedom from house repairs.
« Feel| safe and secure, no matter the weather.

* Gain peace of mind with on-site health care.

“The whole community is safe and connected. You can get
anywhere inside because of the climate-controlled walkways.”

—Hugo F., A community resident

Call 1-87'7-288-7001 for your FREE brochure.

—
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Lantern Hill

EY ERICKSOH SEHIOR LIVING*®

Mew Providence
LanternHill eam

asL%!




