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FIRST AID
Cranford First Aid Squad

2025 was another busy year for the Cranford First Aid Squad. Volunteers
worked tirelessly responding to 1,404 emergency calls, the second busiest year
on record. EMTs stay overnight in the building in order to provide the fastest
response time possible, resulting in an average response of one minute and 45
seconds for the ambulance to leave the building after receiving a call.

Over 600 patients were transported to 14 different hospitals, with Overlook
Summit receiving the highest number. There were 4 CPR saves and numerous
strokes taken directly to CT scan upon arrival.

On Friday, January 8th, 2026, members of the Cranford First Aid Squad
gathered to celebrate a successful year.

CFAS continues to need volunteers, with older members who can drive being
in particular need. No previous experience or training is necessary, just a desire
to contribute.

Without the support and generous donations from our community, we would
not be able to serve the town in the capacity we do. As a 100% volunteer
organization, we solely rely on donations to keep the lights on and trucks in

The 2025 officers certainly left their mark and set high standards for the new
year. We are excited to install the following operational and administrative
officers for 2026.

Captain - Allen Davies

Ist Lieutenant of Operations - Augustus Torres  Vice President - Kent Lucas

2nd Lieutenant of Training - Jaden Medina Treasurer - Jack Cartnick

2nd Lieutenant of Rigs - Reid Abrams Recording Secretary - Andrea Crespo
2nd Lieutenant of Medical - Raquel Atwan Corresponding Secretary - Chloe Martin
2nd Lieutenant of Buildings - Olivia Stopielo ~ Senior Cadet Captain - Chloe Martin
President - Makayla Cartnick Junior Cadet Captain-Natalia Ruegera

SQUAD REPORTS 2ND BUSIEST YEAR ON RECORD

service. Thank you, Cranford, for your
kindness and generosity, allowing us to do
our job. We are excited for another year of
serving our community.

For more info visit: cranfordfirstaid.org

Many members stood out this year for
their dedication to service, leadership, and
quality patient care. The members listed
below received awards recognizing their
impact on the Squad.

Life Membership - Allen Davies
Life Membership - Diego Torres
Dr. Letizia Sponsored Awards:
Shining Light Award: Jaden Medina
Compass Award: Kristen Ledford
Emerging Leader Award: Jack Cartnick
Emerging Leader Award: Darren Chen
Guardian Award: Arianna Valte
Pillar of Service Award: Reid Abrams
North Star Award: lan Spurt,

Thomas Jaskula, Joseph Polito
President’s Award: Chloe Martin
Joan Nathan Award: Kent Lucas
Cadet of the Year: Natalia Reguera
Ridealong of the Year: Emmalie Viton
EMTs of the Year: Jaden Medina

and Raquel Atwan

(above) Cranford First Aid Squad 2026 officers were installed in their positions for the year at the annual installation

dinner on Friday, January 9th, 2026.
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Critters?

Complete Termite & Pest Control Since 1952
From rats to bats, skunks to racoons, and squirrels to mice
... and everything in between, WE CAN HELP.

ARNOLD'’S

PEST CONTROL

Business license #90966A

908-276-8062

ArnoldsPestControl.com
9 Quine Street, Cranford, NJ 07016

CALL
TODAY!
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SEND US YOUR NEWS
Do you have a community service that you
need help publicizing? Did you or someone you
know accomplish something amazing? We are
interested in hearing about your latest
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com
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joerenna@rennamedia.com
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SHARP-SHINNED HAWK RELEASED BABK T0 WILD

This feisty Sharp-shinned Hawk was admitted
on 12/22 after being found in a yard in Warren
following a window strike. On intake, the hawk
had bloody nares and mouth, consistent with
head trauma often seen after collisions. The nares
are a bird’s nostrils, located near the base of the
beak, and bleeding there often points to head or
facial trauma from collisions.

With supportive care and time to heal, this
"Sharpie" as we call them, made great progress
and was moved to an outside flight cage on
12/28/25. After proving strong, steady flight and
good awareness, the hawk was successfully
released back to the wild on 1/2/2026.

Sharp-shinned Hawks are incredibly fast and
agile forest hunters, built to weave through dense
trees while chasing small birds. That same speed
and focus, however, can make them especially
vulnerable to window strikes when reflective
glass looks like open sky or habitat.

Remember, small changes matter.

ABOUT THE RAPTOR TRUST

The Raptor Trust is a 501(c)3 non-profit
organization located at 1390 White Bridge Rd.,
Millington, NJ. They provide free care and
assistance to injured, sick, or orphaned wild
birds. They offer educational programs to the
public about wild birds, especially birds of prey.
They strive to provide a human example for
others. For more information, or to make a
donation visit info@theraptortrust.org. To report
an injured bird call 908-647-2353.

RAPTOR TRUST SUMMER SCHOLARS PROGRAM

Each year from mid-May through August, The
Raptor Trust receive hundreds of injured,
orphaned, or displaced nestling and fledgling
songbirds found by citizens. We see this time as
a perfect opportunity to provide experience and
education to students who wish to learn about
wildlife care and rehabilitation.

APPLICATIONS ARE DUE BY FEB 6TH, 2026.

To apply, please submit an application, resume,
and cover letter through our website at
theraptortrust.org/summer-scholars-program. A
selection of 2-3 references whom we may contact
is optional.

If you have any questions,

please contact Amanda Cannizzo at

acannizzo(@theraptortrust.org

If you are interested,

Visit theraptortrust.org

or email volunteers@theraptortrust.org

MY HANDYMAN & PAINTER m{;-

QUALITY HOME IMPROVEMENTS AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

e Vinyl Plank & Tile Flooring Installed
e Cabinetry Repairs & Installs

e Sheetrock, Install & Repair

e Painting, Electric & Plumbing

e Windows, Siding & Roofing

e Basement Finishing & Waterproofing

732-331-9572

General
Handyman

Services

View our Google Reviews.

Google
4.9 g

e i

www.MyHandymanAndPainter.com

- puke says
“ Adopt,
Don,t 2
Shop-
Pet friendly

- We support
animal rescues

Licensed & Insured
License #13VH11554200

L
Mastercard. VISA' AMERICAN R
I EXRRESS ouCe

IT’S THE SEASON FOR
INDOOR REMODELLING

FREE ESTIMATES!

KITCHEN UPDATING
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS
SHEETROCK, PAINTING
CROWN MOLDING, DOORS
NO JOB TOO SMALL

MY HANDYMAN & PAINTER LLC., 100 WALNUT AVE, SUITE 210, CLARK NJ 07066
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SUBURBAN SERENITY MEETS MODERN LIVING

NEW LUXURY RENTAL APARTMENTS AND TOWMNHOMES IN NEW PROVIDENCE

Just a half mile from the Murray Hill frain station, Providence Place offers an unparalleled luxury rental
experience in a serene, tree-lined 27-acre suburban enclove in desirable Mew Providence. This
transit-friendly community features a stunning collection of ane-, two-, and three-bedroom apartments as
well as two-bedroom and three-bedroom with den townhomes with private garages. Convenient to local
shops, parks, and Mew Providence's lop-rated schools, Providence Ploce offers a luxuriously amenitized

lifestyle that includes an expansive clubhouse, a resort-style pool, and a state-of-the -art fitness center.

PROVIDENCE PLACE NOW LEASING
SCHEDULE A TOUR!

1 MONTH FREE ON A NEW 13-MONTH LEASE FOR APARTMENTS.
UP TO TO 2 MONTHS FREE PLUS A $1,500 MOVE-IN CREDIT
ON SELECT TOWNHOMES.

?08.650.8853 | RentProvidencePlaceNJ.com

LEARM MORE
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BOOST YOUR BUSINESS
& NEVER MISS A CALL! .

o 24,7 Al-POWERED PHONE ANSWERING
o ANEDWERS QUESTIONS & BOONS APPOINTMENTS

o
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-oww TRY A LIVE DEMO # » . .

732.574.5239

EDWARD ]. HOBBIE MARK E. HOBBIE

HOBBIE & HOBBIE
ATTORNEYS AT LAW, LLC

Celebrating over 50 years of service
to the Cranford and Westfield area.

908-276-4777

hobbieandhobbie.com
fax: 908-709-1663 * Real Estate
edward@hobbieandhobbie.com mark@hobbieandhobbie.com

476 South Avenue. East, Cranford, NJ 07016-0863

¢ Estate Administration
¢ Will and Trusts
¢ Elder Law

CAN SELL YOUR HOUSE
YOURSELF? All you need is a little
YES' $$$$ help to point you in
YOU CAN! the right direction.

For That, Call: 908-463-2089
E-mail: fsbowner4d9@gmail.com
Advisory Consultants, Edison, NJ 08817
Initial Consultation is FREE!

Don't sell yourself short, The right
price starts with the right help.

If you're ready 1o sell your
home, call your brusted local
expert o sirategize today.

Diana Chaves
Raalor™ Ateociabn =
Cell (F08) B7 36584 -
dianachavesiEcbmoves.com

RO

% Coldwell Banker Realty
209 Conival Avonis
Whosthield, M 07000
P W08y 2335555

MOBILE MEALS OF WESTFIELD ANNUAL APPEAL

Mobile Meals of Westfield’s new President,
Solange Bueno, continues the non-profit
organization’s annual appeal solicitation to raise
capital from supporters and organization
volunteers to help fund the food program for

those individuals unable to prepare or shop for
food for themselves. Mobile Meals has served the
communities of Clark, Cranford, Fanwood,
Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and
Westfield in providing hot, affordable, prepared

meals delivered to client residences since 1968.
The non-profit receives no government funding
and relies on contributions from donors and
grants to sustain the cost of food and operations.

Mobile Meals of Westfield continues to seek
donations from the community now. A $55
donation will provide lunch and dinner for one
person for one week. A $220 donation provides
. lunch and dinner for 20 people. Donations in any

E 4 E amount are most sincerely appreciated.

s

For anyone interested in donating to Mobile
Meals of Westfield, please call 908-233-6146, or
visit mobilemealsofwestfield.org/donate, or scan
this QR code.

UMION COUNTY

ORTHOPAEDIC
GROUP

s Drvadion ad LDriho

ORTHOPEDICS - PAIN - PODIATRY

IN YOUR COMMUNITY

BOARD CERTIFIED PHYSICIANS - PROVIDING EXPERT CARE
PHYSICAL THERAPY - CLARK & LINDEN
URGENT CARE - LINDEN, WEEKDAY LATE AFTERNOONS
SAME-DAY APPOINTMENTS & ON-SITE DIAGNOSTICS

HELPING YOU MOVE IN CONFIDENCE

LINDEN - CLARK - UNION
s 908-864-0664 ";908-628-1115

Hablamos Espanol!

OppPes
SCAM FOR MORE INFO

WWW.UNIONCOUNTYORTHO.COM
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Call Today for a Free Estimate! [ 855.624.6655

Ik
Bl AS SEEN ON
GEORGE
TO THE
RESCUE
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o EE immy
¢ (Wintfows & Doors

Payment Plans
WINDOAWT $309  BASEMENTS 51595
EITCHENS 3387 BRATHRODMS 199
FOOHMG 514 DECENMPATIONS 5187
HOHRGG 3167 PORCHELSTERS $L88

ROOFING | SIDING | WINDOWS At Plarc Avalabial
KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BASEMENTS Kishe B pcyments s e vt apyovel
MASONRY | DECKS | PORCHES

VIRTUAL MEETINGS ALSO AVAILABLE

Interior & Exterior Remodeling | Family Owned & Operated

100% FINANCING AVAILABLE | 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE
NJDCA 1 3VHO7755300

JMagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com
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ENTATEN ROADSHOW BUYING EVENTY

Gold Is At An All Time High NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL

GOLD EXGEEDS $4 000 PER OUNCE!!!

AN nI
BUYING ALL GOLD BUYING ALL COINS BUYING AI.I. STERLING SILVER WATGHES BUYING ALL DIAMONDS
- Gold Necklaces - Gold Coins - Silverware SILVER - Rolex - Wedding Rings
- Gold Earrings - Gold Eagles - Trays Now $50 T8 Cartier - Loose Diamonds
- Gold Rings - Proof Sets - 925 Jewelry TRV - Datek Philippe - Diamond J ewe.lry
- Gold Bracelets - Kreugerrands - All Sterling Silver - Pocket Watches - Engagement Rings
- Gold Pendants - Buffalos

ol Churms S i Coins Pre-o4 EstatesRoadsh ow.com
____________ =N, ; ANy ' W\ Highest
ADD 20% " ) N HQ\;:? Cosh ot

' TOWARD YOUR SALE ; k

 WITH THIS COUPON! | P¥%

|

| Lmt1PCt r. Visit us at a show with this pf Fas - iy
I i r
l

l
1
1

e

&

Don’t Miss Out’
§ entation. Please Bring Al Appropriats Boxes & Paper Work, E o i . We Pay the Most!
"""""" Instant Verbal Quotes!

FEBRUARY 2 025 SHOW
@ CLARK HOLIDAY INN!!

FEB 16th TO 20TH 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Soulh Avenue

This Coupon tbp tdtth start of the tra Oth tt
l may ppIyAIIp b] tt arket fluctu t Off Sb| ect to C dt

LINDEN

E:||r 135

Walnul Avenue

Vally Road

RAHWAY

No Appointment Necessary. ® FREE Appraisals ® FREE Admission
Speak to the company’s owner: Marshall Smoller: 609-781-6559




GRANFORD MONTHLY - Page 7 -« February 2026

ENTATEN ROADSHOW BUYING EVENTY

Gold Is At An All Time High NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL

GOLD EXGEEDS $4 000 PER OUNGE!!!

kY | >
v A/ : o
BUYING ALL GOLD  BUYING ALL COINS BUYING ALL STERLING SILVER WATGHES BUYING ALL DIAMONDS
- Gold Necklaces - Gold Coins - Silverware SILVER L - Wedding Rings
- Gold Earrings - Gold Eagles - Trays NOW $50 T Cartier - Loose Diamonds
- Gold Rings - Proof Sets - 925 Jewelry 30740 - Patek Philippe - Diamond Jewelry
- Gold Bracelets - Kreugerrands - All Sterling Silver - Pocket Watches - Engagement Rings
- Gold Pendants - Buffalos

Frrii i Gy EstatesRoadsh ow.com
- Gold Watches - Morgan/Peace Dollars
@ | Highest

-_‘.i Cash Offer
\ ,#,_ k on the Spot!

ADD 20% °

' TOWARD YOUR SALE
 WITH THIS GOUPUN!

I Limit1per Ct r. Visit us at a show with this p n for

This Coupon tbp tdtth start of the tral Oth tt
l may pplyAIIp b] tt arket fluctu t Off Sb| ect to C dt
& Pre tt n. Please Brin gAIIApp opria tB es & Paper Work.

l
1
1

s

o

Don’t Miss 0ut’
: We Pay the Most!
------------ Instant Verbal Quotes!

FEBRUARY 2 025 SHOW
@ KENILWORTH HOTEL!!

FEB 23RD TO 27TH 10a.m. to 5 p.m.
s S

¥ ROSELLE
4 PARK

CRANFORD

Westlisld Aivenpe

No Appointment Necessary. ® FREE Appraisals ® FREE Admission
Speak to the company’s owner: Marshall Smoller: 609-781-6559
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KERRY WISCHUSEN RELEASES BOOK ON MENTAL HEALTH & MINDFULNESS

(above) Cranford High School alum, Kerry
Wischusen, draws on clinical training and
mindfulness practice to explore a more
sustainable approach to emotional well-being in

her book Silence is Skillful.

Courtesy Photo

aFIRET PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF CRANFORD
11 Speinghisld Avenve, Cranford, M)

We've macde it easy for you!
SIGN UP FOR A VISIT ONLINE!
@ Well meat you at the door
@’ Giver o & quick tour
[ Introduce you to the Pastor

ig And Give you a free gitt For coming!

www firstprascranford org /new-here

Kerry Wischusen, a graduate of Cranford High
School, has released a new book, Silence is
Skillful, which explores the role of silence and
presence in emotional health and modern life.

After graduating from Cranford High School,
Wischusen earned her undergraduate degree from
the College of Charleston and later completed her
Master’s degree in Clinical Counseling at The
Citadel. She now works as a licensed professional
counselor in a psychiatry practice based in
Charleston, South Carolina.

Wischusen’s clinical work focuses on
supporting individuals experiencing anxiety,
emotional overwhelm, and challenges related to
sense of self. Silence is Skillful draws from her
professional  training and  mindfulness
background to present silence as a practical skill
that supports emotional regulation and thoughtful
engagement with daily life.

The book challenges common assumptions that
silence implies withdrawal or disengagement,
instead framing it as an active internal practice
that allows for more deliberate and responsive
living.

Silence is Skillful is available in paperback
and digital formats as of January 1, 2026, and can
be purchased through Amazon. Visit the website
SilenceisSkillful.com for more information.

YOU ARE INVITED TO A WEDDING AT CDC THEATRE

A modern musical farce with heart, It Shoulda
Been You, at CDC Theatre, 78 Winans Ave in
Cranford, NJ, invites you to a wedding day
where nothing goes as planned. Chaos, secrets,
and laughs abound as two families, one Jewish,
one Catholic, collide in a whirlwind of love,
identity, and unexpected twists. Her mother is a
force of nature. His mother is a tempest in a
cocktail shaker. And, when the bride's ex-
boyfriend crashes the party, the perfect wedding
starts to unravel. It's up to the bride’s sister to turn
a tangled mess into happily ever after in this
musical comedy for anyone who has ever had
parents.

This fast-paced ensemble comedy celebrates
acceptance, forgiveness, and the true meaning of
family. At the Steinberg wedding, nothing is what

it seems; religions collide, Machiavellian plots
are revealed, promises are broken, secrets are
exposed and hope springs from the most unlikely
of places. The charming, funny musical, It
Shoulda Been You, invites you to a wedding day
that you'll never forget, with blushing brides,
nervous grooms, overbearing moms, unexpected
guests and plenty of crazy twists and turns.
Anything that can go wrong does, and love pops
up in mysterious places.

Performances are Fridays and Saturdays from
February 13th- 28th at 8pm, and Sundays
February 22 and March 1 at 2pm.

CDC Theatre is happy to announce that as part
of a new pilot program, the February 22nd
matinee performance will be ASL interpreted.
For tickets and more details, visit cdctheatre.org.

® CDC Theatre

Fn+Sat Feb.13-28 8pm /Sun. Mar 1 2pm/ Sun. Feb.22 2pm

78 Winans Ave. Cranford, NJ

ASL Interpreted Perf.
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MEET 2LT BRUCE E. NOSTRAND, WWII A-20 HAVOC BOMBER PILOT

Written and researched by Don Sweeney and Janet Cymbaluk Ashnault

The Cranford 86 Project is now into its tenth
year of memorializing our town’s fallen heroes,
ensuring that the names engraved on the tablets
that stand at our Memorial Park on Springfield
Avenue have both a face and a story. We are
proud to introduce World War II pilot 2nd Lt.
Bruce E. Nostrand as our 50th fallen hero profile.

Like 56 of our Cranford fallen heroes, Bruce
Nostrand was a member of our “Greatest
Generation”. In the Great Depression, Americans
were raised during a period that taught them to
do more with less. They did not let the lack of
abundance be an excuse to be used for failure of
completing a difficult task that lay before them.
We all have heard people say that if it weren’t for
the men and women of the Greatest Generation,
we could have never won WWII. Our team agrees
wholeheartedly with this thought as we dive into
the 1940’s to tell yet another one of these
incredible stories. Continuing down the honor roll
left for us by Cranford’s forefathers, we note that
once again, our current honoree was a member of
one of the highest levels of military service.
Bruce Nostrand is among at least 27 other
Cranford men, who defied the odds to qualify as
one of the elite airmen who occupied the cockpits
of the engineering marvels that dominated the
skies in WWII. We are privileged to tell his story.
BRUCE ELLWOOD NOSTRAND - EARLY HISTORY

As a young boy Bruce experienced even more
adversity than the ordinary child of the Great
Depression. He was born to Clarence Bradbury
Nostrand and Minnie Erdle Nostrand on March
4, 1919 in Rahway, New Jersey. But, sadly, when
Bruce was just four years old, his father Clarence
died from unknown causes and his mother,
Minnie, deemed herself unable to raise Bruce
alone. Custody was given to Bruce’s grandparents
John B. and Harriet in nearby Kenilworth. John
B. was a poultry worker and we’ve seen his
newspaper ads in the classified section, selling
chickens, back in the day, from his home on 23rd
Street. Note that we are using middle initials for
clarification purposes, as the Nostrand family
pays great homage to their ancestors, and many
namesakes exist. Bruce graduated from
elementary school in Kenilworth and then from
Roselle Park High School in 1935. He lost his
grandparents in the mid 1930’s and was taken in
by his uncle John V. Nostrand, who was just 10
years Bruce’s senior. In the 1940 census, we see
that Bruce, age 20, was living with his Uncle John
V. his Aunt Elizabeth, and his cousin Diane, age
eight, at 4 Indian Spring Road in Cranford. Later
records show the Nostrands living at 15 Hamilton
Avenue.

It seems that after his high school graduation,
no grass grew under Bruce Nostrand’s feet. He
immediately secured employment in New York
City at Manhattan Bank, where he worked for just
six months before joining Western Electric in
Kearny as a shipping clerk. The sports pages told
us that Bruce played in his company’s tennis club.
During this time, Bruce was also studying at
Rutgers University in Newark after enrolling in
September of 1938. In March of 1940, for reasons
unknown, Bruce withdrew from Rutgers with two
thirds of his studies completed. Seemingly, with

a plan in mind, Bruce resigned from Western
Electric in December of 1940.
BRUCE JOINS THE CAVALRY

The 102nd Cavalry - The Essex Troop of the
New Jersey National Guard has a history that
dates back to 1890, originating from Newark,
New Jersey. In November of 1940 the 102nd was
reorganized into a mechanized regiment, but still
retained mounted units. On January 6th, 1941, for
the third time in its history, the regiment was
federalized and called to active duty. It was on
this exact day, that Bruce E. Nostrand, walked
into the National Guard Armory in Westfield,
N.J. and enlisted into the United States Army. He
was 21 years old, stood five feet, ten inches tall
and weighed 160 pounds. Bruce’s training was
based in Fort Jackson, South Carolina and the
troops were warned at the outset that they were
training for war, a fact which wasn’t to be taken
lightly. Shortly after their arrival, new
mechanized equipment rolled in, including cars,
motorcycles and trucks, as well as additional
horses to supplement the mounts that had been
brought from New Jersey. In addition to standard
military training, the troopers were also schooled
in all phases of horsemanship, including mounted
combat. The Pearl Harbor attack occurred
towards the end of the 102nd’s 14 month training
program and the needs of the U.S. military were
changing rapidly. At some point, a specific
potential was recognized in Bruce, and he, along
with 56 others, received an appointment as a

flight cadet in the Army Air Force. The 102nd
ended up serving in North Africa and Europe and
although Bruce’s photo can be found in the
102nd United States Cavalry yearbook from
1942, the path he chose took him to a very
different theater of battle.
BRUCE CHOOSES ANOTHER PATH

Bruce began the arduous path through flight
training in early 1943 when he transferred to the
Army Air Force. Through nine weeks each of
Preflight, Primary, Basic and Advanced training,

(continued on page 10)
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(above) "A family album
photo simply labeled
""Teenage Bruce at the
Jersey shore"

(above) Bruce
Nostrand while in
elementary school in
Roselle Park.

(left) In the Roselle Park High School yearbook under his
senior portrait, we found the only description of our hero's
demeanor. Modest around the ladies and we assume that
“noisy” means quiet.

: ; jl’l

BEUCE NOSTRAND, “Cled
i Beright amaly awd @ wissiep
Nostrand, & viiy bpsbly folew b e ol
fouk cbimmarg, Bece @ o soelei simleel,
a Fairgr s, that w
Comnuiter b Stage Cerw §p Tk &

(above) Sporting a Cranford sweater,
Bruce Nostrand shows some spirit for his
new town. Starting out in Kenilworth with
elementary school, then Roselle Park for
High School, He lived in Cranford with his
younger cousins, possibly his Cougar attire |
is in support of his young cousin’s sporting
involvement. We all know how that works.

(right) Bruce Nostrand and Dorothy
Hodges enjoy each other’s company.
After a short engagement they would

marry and be separated by his
deployment after just 4 months.

(above) Roselle Park High School yearbook photo of Bruce,

who was on the track team.
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2LT BRUGE E. NOSTRAND (continued from page 9)

the cadets were tested and retested, and were in
constant fear of exhibiting any sign of physical or
mental shortcomings which would result in
elimination from the program. Details on the
challenging path to becoming a member of a
flight crew have been described in the previously
told stories of WWII airmen Tuttle, Prescott and
McGarry. Like these other Cranford heroes,
Bruce completed his Advanced Training in the
desert at Yuma, Arizona, where he was at last
awarded his silver wings. Our researchers were
able to locate his 1943 graduation yearbook with
an amazing photo of his training squadron, which
we always consider a lucky find. As is customary,
upon graduating from Advanced training, a new
airman would be granted a 15-day leave which
2nd Lt. Bruce Nostrand spent at home, in
Cranford.

A clue to Bruce Nostrand’s personality came
from his high school yearbook, where he is
described with “a bright smile and a winning
way”, but quiet and modest, especially with the
ladies. Well, flight training must do wonders for
confidence, because in January of 1944, blond-
haired, blue-eyed Bruce became engaged to Miss
Dorothy Hodges of Dunellen, NJ. On April 15,
he and Dorothy were married in Charlotte, North
Carolina, where Bruce was serving as a flight
instructor. The couple had just four months
together before Bruce received his orders and was
sent overseas to New Guinea.

He was assigned to the 312th Bombardment
Group, 387th Squadron, under the 5th Air Force.
The 312th was nicknamed the “Roaring 20’s”
after the type of aircraft that it flew. The Douglas
A-20 Havoc was an unusual, medium weight
bomber attack aircraft known for its speed and
maneuverability. “Havoc” referred to the chaos it
created while on its high-powered, low altitude
bombing and strafing runs, which had made it
famous in earlier campaigns in North Africa.
Unlike most big bombers of WWII, the A-20 did
not use a Norden bombsite to drop bombs from a
high altitude. Instead, its bombing missions were
flown at much lower altitudes. Surviving
eyewitnesses to A-20 attacks report being able to
actually see the pilot’s faces and nose art designs
as the planes came in fast and low. In order to be
able to drop bombs at close range, “parafrags”
were used. Parafrags were unique 24-pound
explosive charges with parachutes attached. The
parachutes slowed the delivery of the bombs,
which allowed the aircraft enough time to leave
the area before the powerful detonations
occurred. The parafrag was especially useful
when attacking enemy airfields. Designed to
break into tiny fragments upon impact, it would
shred the thin metal skins of parked aircraft,
leaving behind a burning junkyard. During low
altitude strafing runs in the A-20, targets would
be attacked by 50 caliber machine guns and
20mm cannons. With only two occupants in the
plane, the pilot would have tremendous
responsibilities, acting as co-pilot, navigator,
flight engineer, front gunner and bombardier. He
was supported by a gunner who occupied a turret
and protected the skies above and to the sides of
the aircraft. The large bomb bay was between

(above) 1941 photo of
twenty-one-year-old Bruce

tent at Fort Jackson, South

Carolina, as a member of the
102nd Cavalry.

them and the only contact between the two was
by intercom. It was a unique set up compared to
every other bomber in our previously told stories.
LIFE IN THE PACIFIC THEATER OF BATTLE

Upon arrival in Hollandia, New Guinea, new
pilots of the 312th had to quickly learn the ropes
of day-to-day military life in this primitive,
foreign land. The men were responsible for
constructing their own quarters, usually a wooden
platform with a canvas top and plenty of
mosquito netting. Bartering was a common
practice and coming up with a bottle of spirits
would provide you with materials needed to raise
your accommodations to a 5S-star level,
comparably speaking. For pilots like Bruce,
arriving in the summer of 1944, the number of
missions that they flew started out slowly, with
roughly 10 flights per month. Missions in Bruce’s
squadron consisted of four to six A-20’s with a
goal of either supporting ground troops or
destroying enemy infrastructure. In December of
1944 the bomb group had little to no missions, as
they were moving their airfield to the island of
Leyte as Allied forces regained territory in the
Philippines. The ground echelon had departed in
November and sailed in a convoy to Leyte.
Construction of a new airstrip in Leyte began in
mid December and finally, in early January, 1945,
the pilots made the trip from New Guinea to
Leyte. Pilots were warned to treat the flight to
Leyte as a combat mission and to prepare to be
jumped by Japanese fighters originating from the
southernmost Philippine island of Mindanao. As
more and more islands were conquered by the
Allies, Bruce moved with the 312th two more
times within the Philippines.

In January and February, the number of flights
per month almost doubled with a fierce campaign
to continue reclaiming islands which had been
previously lost to the enemy. Missions began with
a briefing on the target by an intelligence officer
followed by a rough and dusty jeep ride to the
airstrip. The gunner was responsible for checking
the rear compartment and turret and the crew

(above) Twenty-four-year-old 2nd
LT Bruce Ellwood Nostrand in
Nostrand posing in front of a July of 1943 proudly wearing his
officer s uniform and silver wings
after completing his advanced
flight training in Yuma, Arizona.

(above) As an Air Cadet,
Bruce Nostrand in 1943.

(above) In a great find by our researchers, we
see Air Cadet Bruce Nostrand, third from left,
posing on the wing of a training aircraft at
flight school in Yuma, Arizona. Class 43-G,
Squadron 14

chief would confer with the pilot describing any
anomalies on the plane. Typical combat mission
duration was between two and five hours and had
to meet certain criteria to qualify as a combat
mission.

The number of missions required to complete
a pilot’s combat tour in WWII varied throughout
the war. Originally, 35 missions was the quota,
but the goalpost was moved frequently,
depending on theater of battle, pilot shortages,
etc. We believe that, in early 1945, Bruce would
have needed 50 missions before he could go
home.
HISTORY OF LT. NOSTRAND’S BATTLE THEATER

Some historical background is necessary to
better understand the situation into which our
Cranford hero had been dropped, as a trained
Army Air Force pilot in the South Pacific in 1944.
The attack on Pearl Harbor on the morning of
December 7th, dealt a lethal blow to America’s
Naval fleet, leaving it vulnerable to the waves of
relentless attacks which immediately followed.
On December 8th, the Imperial Japanese Navy

(continued on page 11)



2LT BRUCE E. NOSTRAND (continued from page 10)

began a rampage against American possessions
throughout the South Pacific. Starting with air
attacks on Wake Island, the Philippines and
Guam, the carnage continued for a solid six
months, mostly unanswered by the crippled
Allied forces. The criticality of what was
happening here cannot be understated, gaining
complete control of the Pacific Theater could
allow Japan the means to attack the mainland
U.S.

General Douglas MacArthur commanded
American military operations in this part of the
world from the largest collection of islands in the
South Pacific, the Philippines Archipelago. The
Japanese, in a methodical attack from north to
south, nearly destroyed the land-based American
Air Force in the region. The entire American
military was forced to retreat south and was
cornered into the southernmost peninsula at
Bataan. On March 11,1942, MacArthur, under
orders from Washington, escaped to Australia. He
left the Philippines with the famous quote “I came
through and I shall return”.

On May 6, 1942, General Jonathan
Wainwright, the American commanding officer
in the Philippines, contacted General MacArthur
by Morse code, before he waved a white flag on
a mop handle in surrender of the entire territory
of the Philippine Islands. What was to follow was
the humiliating and cruel Bataan Death March,
where the 75,000 remaining American and
Filipino soldiers were taken prisoner and forced
to march for 65 miles. It was the largest surrender
by an American military unit since the American
Civil War at Harper’s Ferry. Where the attack at
Pearl Harbor was the most famous American
defeat, many feel that the surrender of the
Philippines was the low point of WWII in the
Pacific Theater.

On May 4th, 1942, as America was hurrying to
repair and rebuild its naval fleet, the Japanese
Imperial Navy rushed to deliver what could have
been a killing blow, at the Battle of the Coral Sea,
off the coast of Australia. If defeated here, an
American surrender in the Pacific may have
become reality. Although the American fleet lost
one aircraft carrier in this battle, the USS
Lexington, and nearly a second, the Japanese fleet
was forced to retreat. While considered at the
time as a stalemate, looking back in history's eye,
it was a turning point for the American war in the
South Pacific. In what is described as the most
incredible comeback in world history with a
tremendous feat of industrial production, the
formerly dominant Japanese fleet was rapidly
dwarfed by the re-creation of America’s navy in
the Pacific.

Although each an Allied victory, the battles
with names such as Midway (June 1942),
Guadalcanal (November1942), Bismarck Sea
(March 1943), and Philippines Sea (June 1944),
left unthinkable amounts of destruction at the
bottom of the Pacific. Tens of thousands of men
and massive tonnages of advanced naval fighting
ships were lost.

General Douglas MacArthur would return to
the Philippines on October 20, 1944. A famous
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(above) Bruce Nostrand's final mission from Luzon to Formosa is an
approximate round trip of 3 hours. He performed a perfect “ditch” just
off the coast of Cape Bojeador. His aircraft was struck by ground fire
while over Formosa, causing a loss in o0il pressure. He and his gunner

were never recovered.

(above) Still practicing mounted battle tactics in the 102nd Cavalry,
Bruce Nostrand approaches his equine partner, preparing to start a training exercise.

staged photo shows him wading in knee deep
water in front of a Marine landing craft,
delivering on his promise from 1942.

It was during the summer of 1944 that 2nd Lt.
Nostrand joined the 312th Bomber Group,
stationed on New Guinea. The group served as air
support for the amphibious ground assault and
reoccupation of the Philippines, first in the battle
of Leyte from October to December and then
moving north to Luzon, the largest island, in the
Battle of Luzon in January, 1945. As a pilot in
his A-20 Havoc he performed 30 strafing and
bombing missions for which he received the Air
Medal for heroic acts and meritorious
achievement during aerial flight.

As the Allies were steadily regaining control of
the Philippines, the strategic planners began to
focus on a plan to attack the main islands of
Japan. The majority of troops and firepower
would head north toward Okinawa, Iwo Jima and
the Mariana Islands of Tinian, Saipan and Guam,
where airstrips that could accommodate the B-29
Superfortresses could be secured. The 312th
Bombardment Group, having moved its base to
central Luzon, would be assigned to neutralize the
Japanese controlled island of Formosa,
approximately 275 miles to the north. Formosa,
(present day Taiwan), equal in size to the state of
Maryland, was no little island. The sugar cane
processing plants on Formosa had been converted
to create butanol, which was used to make
aviation fuel. The aircraft manufacturing facilities
on the island converted old planes into deadly
Kamikaze flying bombs. With Formosa’s prime
location off the Indo-China coast, it boasted many
“airdromes” or air strips to support Japanese war
efforts. This island was just loaded with prime
targets for the 312th, and with the A-20’s cruising
speed of 300 MPH, a round trip mission could be
accomplished in under three hours.
2ND LT. NOSTRAND'S LAST MISSION

In February of 1945, a letter home was
received from Bruce. It stated that “his missions
were half over and he hoped to be heading home
soon”. But tragically, these words written by
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(above) The Air Medal awarded to 2nd LT
Bruce Nostrand for meritorious achievement for
his heroic actions during nineteen missions
during the Battles of Leyte and Luzon in the
Philippines in 1944. He would successfully
complete 30 missions in total, loosing his life on
mission 31.

Bruce never came to be. On March 2, 1945,
returning back to base from the 312th’s first
mission over Formosa, 2nd Lt. Bruce Nostrand’s
plane went down into the China Sea. Neither the
lieutenant nor his gunner was ever recovered.

A valuable account regarding the loss of 2nd Lt.
Nostrand, his gunner S. Sgt Lyle Thompson and
their plane, was provided by Joseph W. Rutter, the
author of the book Wreaking Havoc - A Year in an
A-20. Joseph was an A-20 pilot, also in the 312th
Bomb Group, who was on the same mission with
Bruce on that fateful day. He was an eyewitness
to the plane’s ditching.

Returning from the 312th’s first mission to
Formosa, 2nd Lt. Rutter heard a radio call on
which Bruce was indicating that he was low on
fuel, one engine was running rough, and he was
planning to ditch near the shore off of Cape
Boreador. Rutter said that the sky was clear and
he watched Nostrand’s plane settle into the water

(continued on page 12)
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2LT BRUCE E. NOSTRAND (continued from page 11)

in a cloud of spray. Bruce had jettisoned the
cockpit hatch earlier and the ditching appeared
perfect. Rutter was very surprised when he
learned that neither Bruce nor his gunner were
ever recovered and he offered the following
suppositions: “Did Nostrand forget to lock his
shoulder harness and hit his head? Did he get hit
in the face by the armor glass panel (Rutter was
speaking from experience on this option). Had he
gotten entangled somehow and thus unable to get
out of the cockpit? Did sharks attack them? We
would never know”. Two PT boats were at the
crash site 30 minutes after the plane went down
but only miscellaneous debris was recovered.
Natives who had witnessed the crash reported no
survivors. Although not stated in the US Missing
Air Crew Report (MACR) we have read in two
other sources (the book, The Roaring ‘20’s, by
Lawrence J. Hickey and Michael H. Levy, and in
Bruce’s folder at the Cranford Historical Society)
that Bruce’s plane was damaged by ground fire
and forced to ditch.

After being notified of Bruce’s MIA status,
Bruce’s wife Dorothy waited in Dunellen. His
mom Minnie, who had remarried, waited in New
Brunswick with her husband, Leon Rowland, and
Bruce’s half-brother John, age 17. In Cranford,
Bruce’s extended family also waited. For eight
long months the family waited for news of their
lieutenant, perhaps holding a small spark of hope.
But, in November of 1945, Dorothy Hodges
Nostrand was notified by telegram that Bruce had
been officially declared killed in action. In the
newspaper, his obituary bore the title “50th Gold
Star” indicating that 2nd Lt. Bruce Nostrand was
Cranford’s 50th serviceman lost in WWIIL. In
addition to losing her son, Minnie Erdle Nostrand
Rowland had also lost her brother, merchant
marine Alfred Erdle, who was killed when his
ship was attacked by a Nazi submarine in early
1943. 2nd Lt. Nostrand’s name can be found on
the Tablets of the Missing at the Manila American
Cemetery.

2nd Lt. Bruce E. Nostrand elevated himself to
a respected position in the United States military.
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(above) Bruce Nostrand as
he was pictured in a New
Jersey newspaper,
reporting the ditching of
his A-20 Havoc off Luzon
in the Philippines in March
of 1945

He conducted combat missions in a treacherous
theater of battle where he flew his A-20 quickly
in and out of hostile territory. These bombing
and strafing runs were either in support of
ground troops or, they left enemy railroads,
airfields, barges, roadways and supply depots
destroyed, smoldering and bullet-ridden. He and
his fellow A-20 pilots did indeed “wreak havoc”
throughout the Philippine Islands, and were a
key component to victory over Japan.

To tell this narrative, we had the pleasure of
working with Bruce’s family members. First
cousin Bruce D. Nostrand, and 2nd Lt. Bruce E.
Nostrand’s first cousins once removed, Chantal
and Tighe Nostrand, provided us with
significant historical facts and fondly related
personal information to us about their fallen

b

(above) We used this
memoir, written by A-20
pilot Joseph Rutter of
Bruce Nostrand's
bombardment group, as
a guide in writing

%\ Bruce’s story..

(above) The Nostrand family provided us with a picture of the
“Blood Chit” that belonged to Bruce and was returned to them by
the U.S. Army. A blood chit is silk cloth that was carried by
American airmen promising a reward to locals who helped rescue
them if shot down behind enemy lines. The multi-language message
identifies the airman as friendly and requested aid for food, shelter

and safe return.

hero. From what we have observed, 2nd Lt.
Bruce Nostrand was, and is, loved and
remembered through multiple generations and
branches of his family. At least three family
members were named in his honor and in order
to avoid confusion, the family, when referring to
their WWII hero, calls him simply “Lieutenant”.
We were pleased to be able to add some
additional facts to what the family already knew.
Additionally, we were very lucky to locate and
speak with Bruce Rowland, who is a half-
nephew to 2nd Lt. Bruce Nostrand and also a
namesake. We invite all Nostrand/Rowland
family and friends to join us in Cranford on
Memorial Day 2026 when we honor
"Lieutenant", Cranford’s 86 and all of our
country’s fallen military.
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ki CARPET & RUG CO.

s We gall, cut & inseall
luxurious Wall-to-VWall
& Area Carpets

= We fabricate & install
custom stair and hallway
Munners

= We szl hand knotted
oricntal & antigque nuges

= Fxpert Hand Washing, %
Repalr & Hestoratlon Senices BN
— Call or Text —

908-812-5031

210 Coirt Flece,
Plainfiebd, BT OO0
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20% OFF Rug Cleaning Sale!

Hurry! Offer Expires 2/28/26. Incoming orders only.

WE BUY ANYTHING OLD
¢ Old Toys

* Coins and Medals

® Watches & Clocks

¢ Judaica Collectibles

¢ Military Collectibles

¢ Asian Decorative Arts
¢ Old Writing Instruments

Antique Porcelain & Glass

e Art (Paintings, Sculptures, Old Prints)

NJ ANTIQUE BUYERS

WE BUY ANTIQUES, ART,
COLLECTIBLES, COINS, AND JEWELRY

¢ Jewelry (Vintage, Costume, Silver, and Gold)
¢ Sterling Silver, European Silver, Antique Silverplate

@

info@njantiques.com
www.nhjantiques.com
3 East Pleasant Ave.
Maywood, NJ

We do house-calls anywhere within the tri-state area.




DAR LAUNCHES AMERICA 250 CELEBRATION

Submitted by Holly Dunbar

America’s semiquincentennial year has arrived
and the Daughters of the American Revolution
(DAR) kicked off the celebration by honoring
their patriot ancestors at the Somerset County
Park Commission’s Festival of Trees.

“Celebrating America 250 by Honoring Our
Patriot Ancestors” was the theme of the tree
hosted by Elizabeth Snyder-Continental Chapter
DAR at the Environmental Education Center in
Basking Ridge during December. The 8-ft. tall
tree was decorated with red, white and blue lights
and the profiles of the Revolutionary War
ancestors of DAR chapter members.

“We hope that our tree helped to raise
awareness of the individuals who established our
nation,” said Regent Nancy Stoll. “Our members
are descended from patriots in nine states who
served in a variety of ways. We need to

remember the sacrifices that they all made for
our freedom.”

Featured on the tree were mini profiles of 50
patriot ancestors and their service. They included
a captain of the

Lexington Alarm in
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Massachusetts, a river boat pilot, people who
donated money or supplies, a brigadier general
of the light dragoons, a spy, a president of the
provincial Congress, and farmers who joined
their local militia.

To join the DAR, women need to document
their descent from a man or woman who aided
the cause of American independence. Some
prospective members have mapped out their
family tree, but others know only that they have
an ancestor who served in the Revolution. In that
case, the DAR will assist them with research and
the application process.

The DAR 1is a non-profit, non-political
women's service organization dedicated to
promoting patriotism, preserving American
history, and securing America's future through
better education. There are currently 190,000
members in 3,000 chapters in the U.S. and
several nations abroad.

If you are a descended from a patriot of the
Revolution and would like to join the DAR,
contact the chapter at

ESCchapterDAR@gmail.com.

(above) The DAR tree was decorated with early American flags
and profiles of 50 Revolutionary War ancestors of chapter members.
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Holiday Decorations Sale
Valentines - St. Patrick’s Day - Easter

HUGE SELECTION OF INDOOR AND OUTDOOR DECORATIONS
PLUS QUALITY PATIO FURNITURE AT WHOLESALE PRICES!

Door Hangers * Figurines ¢ Inflatables « Wreaths and more ¢ Plus Outdoor Furniture & Decor

% 'wye

OPEN YEAR-ROUND TO THE PUBLIC
888-494-7278 « NATIONALTREE.COM
Mony — Fri: 7:00am - 3:00pm - Sats: 2/7, 2/21: 10:00am - 3:00pm
2 COMMERCE DRIVE - CRANFORD NJ

10% OFF

IN-STORE, WITH THIS AD!

Stock Moves Fast.

Don’t Miss Out.
Expires 2/28/26

CRANFORD MONTHLY - Page 13 - February 2026

MARAN_{_)_ & SONS

AUTO SALES INC.

Buying & Selling Used Cars
& Trucks Since 1955.

LOOKING FOR A LATE
MODEL PRE-OWNED
CAR,TRUCK OR SUV?

Visit our lots
or shop at home.

Search over 135 vehicles
by Make / Model / Year /
Color / Body type /
Engine specs / etc.

WE WILL ALSO BUY YOUR
CAR, TRUCK OR SUV!

No matter how old.
We will buyout your lease,
payoff your loan,
pick it up at your house.

lllll

Look up
the value of
your car on
our website

— . .

MaranoSonsAuto com

TWO LOCATIONS IN
GARWOOD, NJ

507-13 South Avenue
908-789-1551

150 South Avenue

908-789-0555
Fax 908-789-1792

Keeping your car?

Did you know you can purchase an
extended warranty for your vehicle?

- coverage up to 120,000 miles - even if
you did not buy it from Marano & Sons.

CREDIT PROBLEMS?
Call us to get you approved.

Like us on Facehook!!!
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LES MISERABLES TO BE PERFORMED BY CHS - FEB 27, 28, MAR 1

Performing Arts Department
Cranford High School Performing Arts
Department proudly presents Les Miserables on
February 27 at 7:30 p.m., February 28 at 7:30
p.m., and March 1 at 2:00 p.m. Set in early 19th
century France, the musical focuses on

redemption, love, and being “On My Own”.
Based on the 1862 novel of the same name by
Victor Hugo and with music by Claude-Michel

Schonberg, lyrics by Alain Boublil and Jean-
Marc Natel, and a book by Boublil and
Schonberg. Please join the cast, crew, and
production team in finding out “Who Am 1?” in
our CHS auditorium! You can easily find ticket
information by visiting chs.booktix.com or
emailing Mrs Elizabeth Adams
(adams(@cranfordschools.org) starting January
30. We hope you’ll meet us in the “Castle on a

B e e e L "'I;';'-"'ﬁ'-.-m:-"'-l-"‘-.r.*? Ay T

Cloud” and see our show!

About: Les Miserables School Edition,
Performed entirely by Cranford High School
students. A musical by Alan Boublil and Claude-
Michel Schonberg School edition especially
adapted and licensed by Musical Theater
International and Cameron Mackintosh
(Overseas) LTD. All authorized performance
materials upplied by MTI.mtishows.com

(above) The Cast of Cranford High School performance of Les Miserables.

2026 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE CRANFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Cranford Historical Society is a non-profit
educational organization whose mission since
1927 has been to preserve and perpetuate the
history of Cranford. We maintain the Crane-
Phillips House Museum, open to the public every
2nd and 4th Sunday of the month, and its
beautiful gardens.

We host free programs and events, including
speakers, antique appraisals, family, craft and
holiday events. In 2025 we had a Garden Tour, a
Master Gardener event, our 3rd Annual Fall
Festival, Four Centuries in a Weekend, a
Children’s Story time and Craft, and a Movie at
the Museum showing “Little Women.”

We participated in the RevolutionNJ
Awareness Walk and other County sponsored
events and presented to local teachers on

CRANFORD 86
Those who gave thier lives in service to our country.
DID YOU KNOW ONE OF THE CRANFORD 86?
You can email us your memories.

ST . ;
" [
-

Please help us to fund our continuing
mission to tell the stories and see
the faces of all 86 Hometown Heroes.
Email: info@cranford86.org
or call Don Sweeney at 908-272-0876

Cranford history. To encourage a love of history
in our young people, we host students and Scouts
at our museum to learn about Cranford history
and what life was like in the late 1800s.

We maintain the Hanson House, where our
office is located, and we assist a steady stream of
people and organizations conducting research.

We also publish five newsletters each year for
our members. “The Mill Wheel” contains society
news and interesting articles on local history.

Membership supports the continuation of our

Courtesy Photo

archives, costume department, building
maintenance, our programming, and our History
Scholarship which is awarded to a Cranford High
School graduate every year. Please join us!

A Membership Form can be found on the
Society’s website at cranfordhistoricalsociety.org.
Or complete the following form and return with
your check to: Cranford Historical Society, 38
Springfield Ave. Cranford, NJ 07016. For more
info, please contact us at 908-276-0082 or
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.

CRANFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP FORM

$25

$50

_§75

Name:

___$100 __ another amount

Address:

Phone:

Email:

L1 Please contact me about volunteer opportunities with the historical society




GRANFORD MONTHLY - Page 15 + February 2026

BLESSING BAGS FOR CRANFORD FAMILY CARE

As part of our holiday party, the Cranford High
School Girls Ice Hockey team came together to
put over 60 Blessing Bags together for Cranford
Family Care. Families and coaches were kind
enough to donate items from our Sign-Up Genius
form.

Every Blessing Bag was filled with each of
these items: toothpaste, toothbrush, deodorant,

body wash, gum, socks, gloves, a chap-stick, a
hot chocolate packet, hand warmers, a chip bag,
and a candy cane. Blessing Bags were dropped
off at CFC who are always very appreciative.
Team representative states “This is our third
year organizing the event and the players love it.
It was a wonderful time to celebrate the holiday
with our team families and coaches, while giving

.l

back to the community during the holiday season.
A special shout out to the VFW Post 335 for
donating the hall, and to The Gourmet Deli for
donating food to make sure our hockey family
had enough food to enjoy.”

The Cranford Girls Ice Hockey team was
founded in 2022 and has a current roster of 33
players.

908-213-5882

(EXPIRES 2/28/26) (EXPIRES 2/28/26)

LAST CHANCE
FOR HEATING
TUNE UP

*49

PER SYSTEM
(EXPIRES 2/28/26)

DUCTLESS
MINI SPLIT
INSTALLATION
(EXPIRES 2/28/26)

Sevvrcaig ol of Med devaey

RINCETONAIR

HEATING - COOLING - PLUMBING - ELECTRIC

PrincetonAir.com

TANKLESS NEW ELECTRICAL DISPATCH FEE GOMPLETE
WATER TOILET SERVICE During Normal
HEATERS INSTALLATION Business Hours

(EXPIRES 2/28/26)

1,000 OFF:" FREE WATER QUALITY TEST

& $399 OFF
HALO WATER
FILTRATION SYSTEM

(EXPIRES 2/28/26)

These
Deals!

as low a
With 189

Mon-Fri 8 am -4 pm

WE OFFER FREE ESTIMATES ON ALL HEATING, COOLING, GENERATOR INSTALLATIONS!

Dont, MIss

Sweetheart -

e AC/Heating Installations * Hot Water Heaters ¢ Generators
e Sump Pumps e Electrical Panels ¢ EV Chargers

EXPIRES 2/28/26)

Scan QR Code
to Schedule Your
FREE INSTALLATION
ESTIMATE

Coupon must be presented when work is performed. One coupon per transaction. Not to be combined with any other offers.
JS Needham-Master HVACR Lic. # 3980 « M Burt-Plumbing Lic. # 8389 « NJHIC # 13VH00255200 « PAHIC # PA001066
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USED BOOK SALE AT
LIBRARY'S CELLAR

The Friends of the Cranford Public Library are
thrilled to welcome the community back to the
Friendly Book Cellar for this special event.
Browse thousands of books at low prices, with an
especially large selection this year. Most adult
books are $1-$2, CDs/DVDs are $1. Most
children's books range from 25-50 cents! Special
sale items will also be available at a different cost.
Bag Days will take place on Saturday and Sunday,
and bags will be provided ($8). Payments will be
accepted in the form of CASH or CHECKS only.
Because there has not been a Book Cellar sale in
the past year, shelves will be restocked daily to
ensure fresh finds throughout the weekend. The
sale is open to all; however, REGISTRATION IS
REQUIRED via the "February 2026 Book Sale"
button at cranfordlibrary.org or via QR below.
Please register for only one session per day. We
look forward to seeing you there!

SALE DAYS AND HOURS:

Thur, 2/19: 1:00 PM — 8:00 PM

Fri, 2/20: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Sat, 2/21: 10:00 AM — 4:00 PM (Bag Day)

Sun, 2/22: 12:00 PM — 3:00 PM (Bag Day)

BECOME A LITERACY NJ VOLUNTEER TUTOR

Literacy New Jersey

Literacy New Jersey announces its winter
Tutor Information Session on Wednesday,
January 7,2026 at 6 p.m. The Tutor Information
Session is a prerequisite to registering for
Literacy NJ’s Tutor Training Program. The Tutor
Training Program consists of 5 sessions starting
on Wednesday, January 21 and will provide tutor
trainees with the tools and strategies necessary
for working with adult students in one of three
categories: English As A Second Language
(ESL), High School Equivalency (GED), or
Basic Skills.

All training sessions will be conducted online
via Zoom. The five required training sessions
will take place on Mondays and Wednesdays.
The dates are: January 21, 26, 28 and February
2 & 4 from 6 to 8 p.m. After completing the
training sessions, tutors are matched with a small
group of adult students from the growing waiting
list of students who need to improve their literacy
skills. Tutors meet with their students either
online or in person in libraries throughout Union
or Middlesex County for 2 hours each week.
After training, tutor trainees may be matched
with a tutor mentor to guide them through their
first lesson plans. New tutor volunteers are asked
to make a commitment of at least 50 hours of
instruction with students.

Neil Esposito, a Literacy New Jersey
volunteer ESL tutor said: “I’m passionate about
sharing my time and ability with my students. It
gives me great pleasure to witness the progress
of my students over the semesters. Several of my

students have reached important, personal goals
directly linked to their English language
progress.

One student has taken on an important
telephone-based role in her husband’s
construction business, talking daily with English
speaking clients. Another has passed her
certification exam as a bi-lingual teacher’s aide
in a middle school. These achievements, among
numerous others, are the rewards and blessings
that make being a literacy volunteer a highlight
of my life.”

Literacy New Jersey provides ongoing
supervision and support to tutors in the form of
free Professional Development workshops on
specific topics such as Computer Skills for ESL
students, ESL Conversation, Citizenship and Job
Readiness.

To volunteer, you must be at least 18 years old,
able to speak English and willing to tutor in
Union or Middlesex County. You do not need to
have any teaching experience and you do not
need to speak a foreign language. The training
will provide volunteers with techniques and
strategies for working with adult learners, as well
as sample instructional materials and activities.
There is a $25 registration fee to cover the cost
of books and materials. Literacy New Jersey is a
non-profit organization.

For more information or to register for the
Tutor Information Session on Wednesday
January 7, 2026, please call Literacy New Jersey
at 908-486-1777 x400 or email Barbara Bagger,
Program Director, at bbagger@literacynj.org.
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A television and streaming renovation
project is seeking a limited number of
homeowners in this area with outdated or
distressed homes requiring substantial
remodeling. This opportunity is for full-
scale renovations only-not cosmetic repairs.

Selected projects may qualify for
professionally documented renovations,
special project pricing, and potential
homeowner compensation in exchange for
filming participation and release.

Call 833-375-1472
Ask for the TV Project Department
Serious inquiries only.
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Master Plumber Lic. #12951
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Joe Neglio
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108 Walnut Ave. ¢ Cranford,NJ

HAIR CUTS AND BEARD TRIMMING

Traditional, Old-Timey Service!

HOURS:

Tue & Wed:  10a - 6pm
Thu & Fri: ~ 9am - 6pm
Satuday: 8:30am - 5pm
Sun & Mon: Closed

Walk-ins only
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SCOUT TROOP TAKE NY ARCHITECTURE HIKE

Submitted by Mark DelRe

On December 18, 2025, Boy Scout Troop 80
embarked on a historical architecture hike in New
York. The scouts viewed various buildings such
as, The Oculus, Woolworth’s Building, New York
City Hall, Washington Square Arch, Jefferson
Market Library, Pier 57, The Little Island, The
Highline, The Empire State Building, Moynihan
Station, and a Zaha Hadid building.

But the favorite by far was the One World
Observatory, where scouts could view all of New
York from above. The tour was led by Thomas

Connolly, AIA of Connolly & Hickey Historical
Architects in Cranford. Scouts from grades 6-11
attended.

Troop 80 is chartered by the First Presbyterian
Church of Cranford, which is located at 11
Springfield Ave.

The troop meets on Mondays from 7:30-8:30
p-m. and organizes monthly camping and hiking
trips for the weekends.

If you have an interest in learning more about
Scouting, please come by, or email us at
troop80registrar@gmail.com.
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Office: (732) 499-0030, x228
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Home Improvemen

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall
Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts
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INSIDE COAT PAINTING

“No job too small”

Maury McClelland
908-377-1388

maury_m@hotmail.com

262 Throwbridge Dr.
Scotch Plains, N]J 07076

REYNOLDS PLUMBING

(908) 276-5367
(201) 666-0003

Cranford, NJ

www.reynolds-plumbing.net
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“Family care for newborns through 100"

Vanguard

Medical
Group

Guiding You to Better Health.
House Calls, Open 6 Days, Evening hours

570 South Ave E, Bldg. G | Cranford, NJ 07016
Make your appointment today! 908.272.7990

Mr. J’s Deli

Custom Catering
for Any Size Party!

 Book Your Playoff and
w» Championship Game Parties!

¢ 3-6 Foot Sub Sandwiches

L o Sloppy Joe Platters e Wrap Platters
* Hot & Cold Foods e Salads » Wings
e Sub Platters e Chicken Fingers

Plan Ahead - Call Today

908-272-0370

See our full menu online at:

mrjsdeliincranford.com

15 Walnut Ave. Cranford, NJ
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LIBRARY FEBRUARY PROGRAMS

224 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016 ® Tel: 908-709-7272 ® Email: cranfordlibrary@cranfordlibrary.org ® cranfordlibrary.org

ADULT PROGRAMS

Romance Readers Book Club
Monday, February 2, at 7pm
Today's book is “Honeymoon Phase” by Amy
Daws. If you don't want to read that book, or
feel free to come anyway to discuss whichever
romance you've recently read.
Cookbook Club
Monday, February 2, at 6:30pm
Practice your appetizers before the Super Bowl!
Come to cookbook club with your favorite
appetizer cooked and ready to share. There will
be a selection of cookbooks at the library you
can choose from or make your favorite handed
down family recipe. Registration recommended
and can be done through the Library website.
Movie Night
Wednesday, February 4, at 7pm

First Wednesday of the month for a screening of

a recently released DVD! Please visit our
website or contact the library for film titles.
Junk Journaling
Thursday, February 5, at 6:30pm
Join us at our new monthly program to create
and add to your very own junk journal! Please
visit our website for more information.

Lit Cafe
Saturday, January 10, at 10:15am
Literary Café is a book chat program. The
format is simple: Bring a few of your recent

favorite books and tell the other members of the

group what you like about them. There is no
required reading, and you will have the

opportunity to learn about books recommended
by other group members. Admission is free and

all are welcome. Light refreshments provided
by the Friends of the Cranford Public Library.
Attend in person or on Zoom (contact library
for link). Lit Cafe will meet Fridays in the
Summer and return to Saturdays in the Fall.
International Film
Monday, February 9, at 12:30pm and 7pm
The same film will be shown at 12:30pm and

7pm. Please contact the library for the film title.

Understanding Al
Thursday, February 12, at 7pm
Join us for an engaging and informative

presentation by Eddi Khaytman that provides an

introduction to the world of artificial
intelligence (AI) and how it is applied in the

real world and why folks are concerned about it.

Eddi Khaytman is a multifaceted expert in the
digital landscape, specializing in web design,
SEO, and Artificial Intelligence. He is the
Founder & CEO of PromoAmbitions LLC
Wednesday Morning Adult Craft
February 18, at 10am
Visit our website to register and for more

information about this month’s craft. Sponsored

by the Friends of the Cranford Public Library.
Trivia Night
Wednesday, February 18, at 7pm
Join us for another fun evening of trivia! This
free event is hosted by the Friends of the
Cranford Public Library! Join us in the
Community Room on the first floor of the

Community Center! Feel free to bring your own

snacks and (non-alcoholic) drinks. Prizes
awarded to the winning team. Please visit our
website or contact the library to register.
Theater Project
Saturday, February 21, at 2pm
The Friends of the Cranford Public Library
invite everyone to attend a live theatrical
performance! New Jersey’s own Theater Project
will present a reading of an original short play.
The reading will be followed by a question and
answer session with the audience, director,
playwright and cast. This program has been
made possible by funds from the Union County
Office of Cultural & Heritage Affairs, a partner
of the New Jersey State Council on the Arts.
Funds have also been provided by the Friends
of the Cranford Public Library.
Books and (Coffee Brew)

Monday, February 23, at 2pm and 7pm
Join us for our monthly book discussion at The
Morning Roast! This month’s book is
“Dracula” by Bran Stoker. Coffee and non-
alcoholic beverages will be available for
purchase. Registration is recommended and can
be done through the Library website.
Readers’ Forum Book Club
Monday, February 23, at 7pm
All are welcome to join this book club!
Additional copies are available at the
Circulation Desk. This month’s book is “Home
Front” by Kristen Hannah
Art Roulette
Monday, February 23, at 7pm
Everyone will walk out with a unique,
community created piece of art. Every 5
minutes you'll pass the canvas to the person
next to you, until everyone has a chance, ending
with your original canvas. What will it look like
at the end? Registration is required and can be
done through our website; space is limited.
Hamentaschen Baking Workshop
Tuesday, February 24, at 7pm
Join Rachel to learn how to make
hamentaschen for Purim! No previous baking
experience necessary. Registration required;
space is limited. Sponsored by the Friends of
the Cranford Public Library.

PEER-TO-PEER
TUTORING PROGRAM

Dr. Mylissa Bauman, member of the Friends of
the Cranford Library, has started a peer-to-peer
tutoring program available for high school
students, enrolled in both public and private
schools. All tutoring will take place at the
Cranford Public Library, by high school student
volunteers for their peers in grades 9-12. There is
no cost for all tutoring services. To become a
volunteer tutor, to request tutoring or to learn
more about the program, please contact Dr.
Bauman at
Tutor
Request Forms and Volunteer Tutor Applications
are also available at the Cranford Public Library.
This program is made available through the

CranfordLibraryTutoring@gmail.com.

Friends of the Cranford Public Library.

CHILDREN PROGRAMS

Build the mini-est mini golf course
at Cupid Mini Golf
Monday, February 2 at 5:00 p.m.
This program is for children ages 6-12, no
registration required.
Pajama Storytime
Thursday, February 5 at 6:00 p.m.

Let's snuggle with our favorite stuffed animal
and listen to a fun story at Pajama Storytime!
For children in Kindergarten and older.
Messy Storytime!

Friday, February 6, 2026 at 10:15 a.m.
Children ages 2+ and a caregiver are invited to
listen to a story and then create some art .
Middle Grade Book Club
Readers in grades 3-5 are invited. We'll be
reading and discussing the Wings of Fire series.
Registration is required and begins two weeks
before the program. Middle Grade Book Club
Registration is required and can be done online.
Valentine Cupcake Wars
February 11 at 5:00 p.m.

Middle Schoolers will decorate two cupcakes
with a Valentine theme and the winner gets
prize. Every contestant gets to snack on or bring
home their two cupcakes. Ages 10+.
Registration is required and begins two weeks
before the program date, call or stop by the
Children’s Department to enroll.

Winter Reading Challenge
The program runs from Sunday, December 21
through Saturday, February 28.
Children ages 0-12 are invited . Log the time
that you spend reading in Beanstack
cranfordlibrary.beanstack.org and earn fun
prizes! This challenge is open to Cranford
residents and cardholders only.

This is just a sampling of our programs, visit
our full calendar at cranfordlibrary.org/calendar-
view to see more!

MIKES PLACE-LENNY & JOHNS SUBS

FAMILY FRIENDLY RESTAURANT
DAILY SPECIALS  FREE DELIVERY

$6 Breakfast Sandwiches
Monday -Friday: 5am - 9am

SAVE 10%

ON ALL CATERING
FOR THE BIG GAME

Mentioning this ad.

330 Monroe Avenue, Kenilworth, NJ 07033

908 276 9002
MikesPlace-LennyJohnSubs.com
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Enjoy Vibrant

Senior Living
IN EVERY SEASON

At Lantern Hill, the weather won't hold you back!
Everything you need is under one roof.

« Experience freedom from house repairs.
» Feel| safe and secure, no matter the weather.

« Gain peace of mind with on-site health care.

“The whole community is safe and connected. You can get
anywhere inside because of the climate-controlled walkways.”

—Hugo F., A community resident

Call 1-87'7-288-7001 for your FREE brochure.
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Lantern Hill

EY ERICKSOM SENIOR LIVING®

Mew Providence
LanternHill com
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