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MAILED FREE TO EVERY HOME  
AND BUSINESS IN SUMMIT
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©2025 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of Amer-
ica, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire 

Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered 
service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. 

392 Springfield Ave., Summit, NJ 07901 
Office: 908-273-0400

Denise Torsiello 
  Ranked #3  
  in NJ for Q1  
  sales volume, 
  BHHS network 
C: 908.230.9214

Karen M. Canniffe 
Honored with the  
Pillar Award for  
community service 
by Overlook  
Auxiliary  
C: 908.625.4891

Denise.Torsiello@foxroach.com 
www.DeniseTorsiello.com

Karen.Canniffe@foxroach.com 
www.KarenCanniffe.com

EXCEPTIONAL PROPERTIES. 
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS.

Under Contract Exclusive Listing 
68 Elm Street, New Providence NJ 

JUST IMAGINE! This ad that everyone is reading 
could be promoting your business.  

Mailed to every home and business in 30 towns!
Call Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • Visit RennaMedia.com

GRACE GIVING - A COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING
Submitted by Melanie Wilson, Grace 

The Summit “Community” Center lived up to its name, with 
the entire building transformed into a true community 
gathering. The gym held a buffet line filled with traditional 
holiday fare, turkey and gravy, stuffing and potatoes, it was all 
there. BMS/Sodexo made the turkey, gravy, and stuffing, The 
Overlook Hospital kitchens, Pizza Vita, and Brandywine 
contributed all the sides: cranberry sauce, green beans, 
potatoes, pasta, and corn bread. The centerpieces were 
beautiful fruit baskets, donated by Atlantic Health. The 
placemats, created by Summit elementary school students, set 
the stage with warm colors, festive scenes, sweet jokes, and 
detailed fall themes. 

Performance artists brought their craft to entertain, from 
lively musicians offering sing-along renditions of classic 
favorites to authentic dancers from Peru performing, all 
emceed by the Valerio family. 

In the next room, volunteers played with kids in the open 
gym, while down the hall, kids colored Thanksgiving pictures, 
but karaoke was the name of the game. 

Summit’s Department of Community Programs and Oakes 
have been partners with GRACE since 2021, when the 
decision was made to host a Thanksgiving event inclusive of 
the entire Summit community. 

More than 50 volunteers did everything from greeting 
guests, setting up chafing dishes, serving, and washing dishes. 
Volunteers even showed up early to warm the food at the 
Oakes Center kitchen, shuttling it over to the Community 
Center which required a coordinated effort of volunteer teams. 

Vanilla? Chocolate? Sprinkles? Guests could grab an ice 
cream from the Danny’s Soft Serve ice cream truck parked out 
front. For those who preferred to stay warm in their seats and 
watch the entertainment, volunteers took orders and delivered 
ice cream cones to them. GRACE ensures events are 
accessible to people of all abilities, so meal deliveries and the 
City’s senior bus provided door-to-door transportation from 
senior housing. 

And it was the meal that kept on giving. On the way out, 
guests were invited to take boxed-up leftovers home and even 
grab a pie or fruit basket.  

As with any good Thanksgiving dinner, more was made 
than could be consumed. In this case, leftovers were packaged 
up and delivered to three different area veterans groups. 

GRACE engages with community leaders and partner 
organizations to better understand and respond to local needs.  
From planning to execution, special thanks go out to the 
Summit Department of Community Programs and Oakes for 
continuing this tradition in partnership with GRACE. 

ABOUT GRACE 
Since 2016 GRACE has been Giving & Receiving 

Assistance for our Community’s Essentials. As a volunteer 
run 501(c)3 non-profit organization, GRACE meets 
community demand with community resources.  Beyond 
food, GRACE connects neighbors with household 
necessities, personal care products, and stabilizing support 
services with weekly distributions. For more information, 
visit www.gracegivingreceiving.org, or email 
info@gracegivingreceiving.org.
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Renna Media, LLC, Publishers 
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016  

Summit Times is published by Renna Media. 9,600 
newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every business 
and resident in Summit, NJ. Although great care has been taken 
to ensure the information contained within is accurate, Renna 
Media assumes no liability for errors or omissions.  

©2025 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced 
without written consent from Renna Media LLC. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone you 
know accomplish something amazing? We are 
interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (accomplishment, honor, award, 
etc.), send us your news!  
Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

ADVERTISING 
Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 

joerenna@rennamedia.com

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ Summit Times

908-251-9441 
Mrhandyman.com

On Time. Done right. 
Guaranteed.

10% OFF LABOR
On labor only, materials not included. Cannot  
be combined with other offers. Exp. 1/31/26.

2,500+ Positive Online Reviews 
Fully Insured 

License number: 13VH09897400

• Windows 

• Doors 

• Flooring 

• Drywall 

• Masonry 

• Aging In Place Certified 

• Interior and Exterior Carpentry 

• Friendly/Helpful Office Staff

REPAIR AND REMODEL SERVICES

SPIRITUAL?   CURIOUS?    SEEKING?
Do you consider yourself Spiritual? Are you 

Curious about what people are talking about 
when they speak of having faith or being 
spiritual? Are you Seeking peace of mind, of 
heart of soul? 

Come and see for yourself. Come and explore 
the Christian faith. Come and discuss with other 
seekers what is on your mind, what you cannot 
talk about except with other seekers. Come to an 
Alpha gathering. 

Alpha is for everybody that wants to discuss 
seeking answers to life’s big questions. Why are 
we here? Is this all there is to life? Where are we 
going? How do I attain peace of mind, heart, and 
soul? Whether you are young or old, have faith 
or are atheist or agnostic, Alpha provides a safe 
environment for exploring our big questions 
about life. 

We begin by sharing a meal together and 
getting to know each other. We watch a video 
together then break into small groups for 
uninhibited discussion about what is on our 
minds.  

The series runs for 12 weeks on Monday 
nights beginning at 7:30 p.m. and ending at 9:00 
p.m. It will begin February 2nd, 2026, and end 
May 4th, 2026. Five of the sessions are live in 
person and the remainder are on Zoom. There is 

no cost to participate. You will need a desire for 
frank discussion, a willingness to participate and 
a commitment to attend. You will also need a 
computer or smartphone capable of Zoom 
sessions.  

The live in person sessions will be held at 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, 1571 S. 
Martine Ave., Scotch Plains, NJ. 

To register go onto IHMParish.net/Alpha.  
If you have any questions, 
 please call 908-889-2100. 
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301 Main Street • Chatham 
973-635-0036 • www.drmurphy.com

Celebrating 
Our 

42nd Year!

“YOUR BETTER HEALTH 
IS OUR ONLY CONCERN!”

LEG PAIN 
You Don’t Have To Live With It!

That “searing, burning pain” in your thigh and  
calf... that “aching, numbing” feeling in your hip and  
buttocks... that “tingling” in your foot and toes and loss  
of balance... It interferes with your ability to walk, to  
ride a bicycle, play golf, garden... to have FUN IN LIFE! 

Leg pain, thigh ache and numbness, and tingling in  
the foot may actually be caused by a pinched back nerve  
even though you have NO back pain - it could even be  
Sciatica. 

Dr. Murphy is an expert at finding the CAUSE of  
your leg pain and numbness and CORRECTING IT...  
WITHOUT THE USE OF DRUGS OR SURGERY.

Dr. Joseph J. Murphy 
Chiropractic Physician 

PAST PRESIDENT 
The NJ and Morris 

Chiropractic Societies 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
The Column 

Palmer Graduate

The Suburban Chiropractic Center, located at 
301 Main Street in Chatham, New Jersey will be 
celebrating 41 years in practice with an Open 
House on January 8, 2026. The public is invited 
to stop by and enjoy refreshments and fellowship. 
Community service is an integral part of the 
practice and Dr. Murphy would like to thank his 
patients, as well as the local community for 
another successful year.  

Dr. Joseph J. Murphy began the center in 1985 
to offer the community a natural alternative to the 
traditional allopathic medical facilities in the 
Chatham area. They owe their success to the 
loyal patients who have continued with them, 
referred their friends and family, and their efforts 
to provide the highest level of service possible.  

Dr. Murphy has a record of supporting the 
local first responders, police, fire, and emergency 
squad. He also focused on supporting student 
programs including being an advisor to the 
Kiwanis Club’s Chatham High School Key Club. 

COMMUNITY INVITED TO  
SUBURBAN CHIROPRACTIC OPEN HOUSE - JAN 8

(above) Dr. Joseph Murphy has been a member 
of Kiwanis Club for over 35 years.

Dr. Murphy has been a member of the 
Chatham/Madison Kiwanis Club for over 40 
years, offering his services to all their events 
including being a guest speaker. He especially 
enjoys the Summer Hot Dog & Ice Cream social 
for the Chatham Library children. He can be 
found volunteering at Chatham schools during 
their Teacher’s Wellness Day events and is a 
supporter of the Chatham Education Foundation 
and Sports Foundation. For 25 years Dr, Murphy 
has served on the Board of Trustees of ECLC in 
Chatham, a school for special needs students, 
including a stint as Board President. He was a 
consistent participant in over 23 Fishawack 
events and is a sponsor of Bottle Hill Day in 
Madison. He is a member of the Madison Elks 
BPOE 1465 and Chatham Chamber of 
Commerce, where he has served as President. 

You can find out much more about the 
Suburban Chiropractic Center by visiting their 
website at drmurphy.com. 
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Dr. Mindy Ok

137 Summit Ave., 1st Fl, Summit, NJ

Call today and ask about  
our VIP Botox/Derma Filler  
Program. 

OUR SERVICES 
• PREVENTIVE CARE 

• RESTORATIVE CARE 

• EAT, CHEW & SMILE NATURALLY  

WITH DENTAL IMPLANTS 

• COSMETIC DENTISTRY 

• MERCURY-FREE DENTISTRY 

• INVISALIGN® CLEAR ORTHODONTICS 

• JUVEDERM® 

• BOTOX®

HOURS: Mon:     9 am - 6 pm  
Tue:    10 am - 7 pm 
Wed:     7 am - 6 pm  
Thu:     8 am - 7 pm 
Fri:       9 am - 3 pm 
Sat:      8 am  - 1 pm

Dr. Mindy Ok earned her Doctor 
of Dental Medicine degree from the 
University of Pennsylvania School 
of Dental Medicine, one of the top 
dental schools in the country. Dr. 
Ok strives to provide every patient 
with a thorough and relaxing visit.

Trusted, Comfortable & Caring Dentistry 
 

Call Us Today 
to Request an Appointment! 

908-273-3873 
 

www.summitdentist.com

NO DENTAL INSURANCE?  
NO PROBLEM. 

Join our in-house dental plan for a reasonable 
yearly membership fee. No annual maximum! 

Call to find out the details. 

WE WILL MAXIMIZE 
YOUR INSURANCE! 

If you have insurance where a co-pay is not required, your exam, 
x rays & cleaning will be at no cost to you. Cash, Check or  

Credit Cards only, or your insurance may cover. If your insurance  
requires a co-pay, you must pay a small out of pocket cost. 

No Dental Insurance? We’ve Got an In-House Plan to Help!

$0 Adult Brighter, Whiter Cleaning 
$0 Adult Exam 
$0 Child cleaning and Exam 
$0 Second Opinion Evaluation
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Calderone School 
of Music 

The Professional School  
for All Ages and  
Levels of Ability 

Established 1975  

Certified Teachers

2 LOCATIONS 
276 Morris Avenue 
Springfield, NJ 07081 
973-467-4688  
Riverwalk Plaza 
34 Ridgedale Avenue 
East Hanover, NJ 07936 
973-428-0405 

Private Lessons on All 
Instruments & Voice  
• All Ages & Levels of Ability 
• Digital Audio Workshop 
• Suzuki Strings Plus 
• College Prep Division 
• Professional Development 

Division

Email: CSM@calderoneschoolofmusic.com 

calderoneschoolofmusic.com

FILM SCREENING AND DISCUSSION - JAN. 18
Summit College Club 

In honor of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s life 
and legacy, the Summit College Club will co-
host a screening and discussion of the 
documentary "King in the Wilderness." This 
event will take place on Sunday, January 18, 
2026, from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. at the New 
Providence Memorial Library.  

The documentary focuses on the last two years 
of Dr. King’s life, highlighting key events such 
as his work with the Chicago Freedom 
Movement, anti-Vietnam War protests, the “I’ve 
Been to the Mountaintop” speech, and ending 
with his assassination and funeral. The moving 
film features interviews with several of Dr. 
King’s friends and colleagues, who share their 
recollections of his actions and beliefs. 

Following the film’s screening, Ms. Maureen 
Grant of the Summit College Club will moderate 
a question-and-answer discussion with the 
audience.  

The screening and discussion of “King in the 
Wilderness” will take place in the Conti Room 
at the New Providence Memorial Library. The 
library is located at 377 Elkwood Avenue, New 
Providence, NJ. In the event of inclement 
weather, the screening will take place on 
Saturday, January 24, 2026. 

Summit College Club is a branch of the 
American Association of University Women 
(AAUW), which advances gender equity 
through research, education, and advocacy. To 
learn more about the Summit College Club, visit 
summitcollegeclub.org. 

(above) MLK Community Celebration: “King in 
the Wilderness” Film Screening and Discussion

Courtesy Photo
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PHOENIX RYDZEWSKI EARNS BOY SCOUT EAGLE RANK 
Submitted by Deepti Kona 

Summit Boy Scouts Troop 67 is celebrating a 
significant achievement as Phoenix Rydzewski 
has earned the rank of Eagle Scout, the highest 
honor in Scouting. A dedicated member of BSA 
Troop 67, Phoenix reached this milestone through 
years of service, leadership, and commitment — 
culminating in a community project that will 
benefit local families for years to come. 

For his Eagle Scout service project, Phoenix 
partnered with Amanda Block and Apollo 
Hrehorovich of GRACE, a local nonprofit 
focused on combating food insecurity. Together, 
they led an initiative to refloor the Cornog Field 
House, transforming the facility to better support 
GRACE’s food-distribution operations. The 
renovation enhances storage capacity and directly 
supports GRACE’s mission to provide nutritious 
meals and resources to more than 700 food-
insecure families in the community. 

The project required extensive planning, 
fundraising, and collaboration. Phoenix organized 
volunteer teams, coordinated supplies, and 
oversaw construction to ensure the work was 
completed safely and efficiently. His leadership 
not only produced a more functional storage 
space but also strengthened community 
partnerships and raised awareness about local 
hunger-relief efforts. 

“Phoenix’s project is a perfect example of how 
young people can make a tangible difference,” 
said Scoutmaster Robert Rydzewski of Troop 67. 

“His initiative and hard work will have a lasting 
impact on GRACE’s ability to serve families in 
need.” 

Earning the Eagle Scout rank is a rare and 
notable accomplishment, achieved by only a 
small percentage of Scouts nationwide. Phoenix’s 
commitment to service and community 

Courtesy Photo

improvement reflects the core values of Scouting 
and sets a strong example for others. 

The community extends its congratulations to 
Eagle Scout Phoenix Rydzewski for this 
outstanding achievement and for his meaningful 
contributions to strengthening local support for 
families in need.

(above, l-r) Troop 67 Committee Chair Jonathan Betz, Eagle Scout Phoenix Rydzewski,  
Patriots’ Path Council Eagle Advisor Ed Klug

Experience with dogs and cats 
of all ages, breeds, and special needs, 

as well as all types of 
medication administration

ALL BREEDS, ALL NEEDS

Julia DeMilio 
DOG WALKER & PET SITTER 

908-370-3700 
juliademilio@gmail.com

DO YOU NEED A 
DUMPSTER?

908-234-2382 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable Service

Call to Reserve One Today
Professional Delivery & Pickup

NJ DEP# S27236

Affordable

We take (but not limited to)... 
General Construction 
Household Waste 
Concrete & Asphalt

Logs & Stumps 
Demolition Debris 

Bulky Waste
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ESTATES ROADSHOW BUYING EVENTS

Highest  
   Cash Offer 
     on the Spot!ADD 20% 

TOWARD YOUR SALE 
WITH THIS COUPON!

JANUARY 2025 SHOW 
@ CLARK HOLIDAY INN!! 

Don’t Miss Out! 
We Pay the Most! 

Instant Verbal Quotes!

No Appointment Necessary. • FREE Appraisals • FREE Admission

EstatesRoadshow.com 

36 Valley Road, Clark, NJ

Gold Is At An All Time High NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL 

GOLD EXCEEDS $4,000 PER OUNCE!!!

* Limit 1 Per Customer. Visit us at a show with this coupon for more details.  
This Coupon must be presented at the start of the transaction. Other restrictions  
may apply. All prices subject to market fluctuation. Offers Subject to Condition  

& Presentation. Please Bring All Appropriate Boxes & Paper Work.

Speak to the company’s owner: Marshall Smoller: 609-781-6559

WATCHES 
- Rolex 
- Cartier 
- Patek Philippe 
- Pocket Watches

BUYING ALL STERLING SILVER 
- Silverware 
- Trays 
- 925 Jewelry 
- All Sterling Silver

BUYING ALL COINS 
- Gold Coins 
- Gold Eagles 
- Proof Sets 
- Kreugerrands 
- Buffalos 
- US Silver Coins Pre-64 
- Morgan/Peace Dollars

BUYING ALL GOLD 
- Gold Necklaces 
- Gold Earrings 
- Gold Rings 
- Gold Bracelets 
- Gold Pendants 
- Gold Charms 
- Gold Watches

BUYING ALL DIAMONDS 
- Wedding Rings 
- Loose Diamonds 
- Diamond Jewelry 
- Engagement Rings

JAN 19th TO 23rd 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

CLARK HOLIDAY INN

SILVER 
NOW $50 
PER OZ!
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ESTATES ROADSHOW BUYING EVENTS

Highest  
   Cash Offer 
     on the Spot!ADD 20% 

TOWARD YOUR SALE 
WITH THIS COUPON!

TWO WEEKS IN JANUARY 
@ KENILWORTH HOTEL!! 

Don’t Miss Out! 
We Pay the Most! 

Instant Verbal Quotes!

No Appointment Necessary. • FREE Appraisals • FREE Admission

EstatesRoadshow.com 

60 S 31st Street, Kenilworth, NJ

Gold Is At An All Time High NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL 

GOLD EXCEEDS $4,000 PER OUNCE!!!

* Limit 1 Per Customer. Visit us at a show with this coupon for more details.  
This Coupon must be presented at the start of the transaction. Other restrictions  
may apply. All prices subject to market fluctuation. Offers Subject to Condition  

& Presentation. Please Bring All Appropriate Boxes & Paper Work.

Speak to the company’s owner: Marshall Smoller: 609-781-6559

WATCHES 
- Rolex 
- Cartier 
- Patek Philippe 
- Pocket Watches

BUYING ALL STERLING SILVER 
- Silverware 
- Trays 
- 925 Jewelry 
- All Sterling Silver

BUYING ALL COINS 
- Gold Coins 
- Gold Eagles 
- Proof Sets 
- Kreugerrands 
- Buffalos 
- US Silver Coins Pre-64 
- Morgan/Peace Dollars

BUYING ALL GOLD 
- Gold Necklaces 
- Gold Earrings 
- Gold Rings 
- Gold Bracelets 
- Gold Pendants 
- Gold Charms 
- Gold Watches

BUYING ALL DIAMONDS 
- Wedding Rings 
- Loose Diamonds 
- Diamond Jewelry 
- Engagement Rings

FIVE DAYS A WEEK 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 
JAN 5th TO 9th 

AND 
JAN 19th TO 23rd

10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

KENILWORTH HOTEL

SILVER 
NOW $50 
PER OZ!
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CAFE FOR THOSE WITH 
MEMORY LOSS
Christ Church, Summit, NJ 

Too often, those living with memory loss can 
suffer from social stigma and isolation. A 
Memory Cafe is a social gathering for those 
living with cognitive loss, together with their 
care-partners. It’s a welcoming community where 
all feel safe, accepted, and understood. 

“The Gathering Place” is a monthly Memory 
Cafe hosted by volunteers at Christ Church in 
Summit. They meet the first Wednesday of every 
month, from 12 - 2 p.m. 

Guests socialize over a light, nutritious lunch 
and share friendship, information, and often a few 
laughs. It is non-sectarian and all are welcome. 
From guests: “It was enjoyable, uplifting, and 
worthwhile,” and “I wish my mother had 
something like this to participate in while she was 
able.” 

A suggested donation is $5 per person.  
RSVP is requested for menu-planning.  
Contact Brenda Dodds 908 273-5549  
or brenda@ccsnj.org. 
Christ Church is located at  
561 Springfield Avenue, Summit, NJ.

HICKORY TREE CHORUS INVITES ACAPPELLA SINGERS TO OPEN AUDITIONS 
The award-winning Hickory Tree Chorus is 

calling singers in the soprano, alto, and contralto 
ranges to join their harmonious sisterhood! 

Performing in communities throughout 
northern and central New Jersey, the chorus 
enjoys singing recognizable popular songs - 
arranged in rich four-part harmony. 

Fresh off their top-scoring performance at the 
2025 Sweet Adelines Region 15 competition, the 

chorus has earned a coveted spot in the Harmony 
Classic at the 78th Annual Sweet Adelines 
International Competition in Columbus, Ohio, 
October 2026. Now, they’re building their sound 
for the world stage. 

Open auditions will be held in Stirling between 
6:30-7:00 p.m. on Wednesday evenings in 
January 2026 and take less than 10 minutes 
(flexible scheduling is available). Singers are 

(above) The award-winning Hickory Tree Chorus invites you to join the sisterhood. For details and to schedule your audition,  
email us at info@hickorytreechorus.org or call 908-377-1399.

Courtesy Photo

asked to perform a brief acappella song of their 
choice. No experience required, just a love of 
singing and a desire to grow. 

This is more than a chorus—it’s a sisterhood, 
a mission, and a moment. Will your voice be part 
of it? 

For details and to schedule your audition, 
email us at info@hickorytreechorus.org or call 
908-377-1399.
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HIGH END TILE & 
FINISH CARPENTRY
HIGH END TILE & 
FINISH CARPENTRY

973-896-4656973-896-4656
•Molding/Trim 
•Sheet Rock 
•Doors  
•Tile Work 
• Painting 
• Interior  

& Exterior 
Remodeling

Visit our website for 
sample photos and testimonials: www.angillc.com

RESIDENTS 55+ WELCOMED 
Senior Center of the Chathams 
58 Meyersville Road, Chatham 

Mon through Fri from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
For more information call 973-635-4565  

or visit chathamseniorcenter.org. 

(above)  Our thanks to the Town and Country 
Garden Club of Chatham for returning to teach 
the always-popular holiday centerpiece project.

Alzheimer's NJ Caregiver Support Group 
Thursday, Jan. 8, 10:30 a.m. 

This group provides families and caregivers 
with the emotional support and education they 
need to better understand Alzheimer's Disease 

and other forms of dementia. A trained 
facilitator guides the group. Visit alznj.org to 

register and learn about their additional 
programs, or call the Center. 

Plastics & Health 
Monday, Jan. 12, 11:00 a.m. 

Learn about plastics, why recycling is not an 
option, and steps to reduce exposure to its 

harmful impacts. 
Problems Falling & Staying Asleep 
Wednesday, Jan. 14, 1:00 a.m. 

Learn how sleep problems, sleep schedules, and 
bedtime habits can affect your daily life. 

Classical Piano Performance 
Monday, Jan. 19, 1:00 p.m. 

Luc Reyes, a 17-year-old, who has received 
multiple awards at prestigious piano 

competitions will perform classical pieces.  
Photography Group: Smartphone Cameras 

Wednesday, Jan. 21, 11:00 a.m. 
This meeting focuses on taking pictures with 

cell phones. 
Benefits of Walking in Winter 
Monday, Jan. 26, 1:00 p.m. 

Learn the benefits of outdoor walking 
adventures. 

Salute to Sondheim, His Songs & Shows 
Tuesday, Jan. 27, 12:00 p.m. 

Hear about the unforgettable work of Stephen 
Sondheim - from his iconic Broadway hits to 
his boundary-pushing storytelling techniques. 

Aging with Intention: Rewriting Your Narrative  
Wednesday, Jan. 28, 12:00 p.m. 

This presentation discusses Positive Psychology 
principles that promote vitality, engagement, 
meaning, and accomplishment - and ways to 
enhance overall health and happiness while 

aging.
Courtesy Photo

BRINGING COMMUNITY TOGETHER IN SUPPORT 
OF GRIEVING CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

Imagine, A Center for Coping with Loss 
More than 300 supporters, partners, and 

friends of Imagine gathered on Friday, November 
21, 2025, for the 13th Annual Seasons of Hope 
Breakfast — a morning centered on renewing and 
strengthening Imagine’s mission, helping us 
grow our ability to provide free, year-round grief 
support to children and families. 

Throughout the event, guests listened to 
powerful, heartfelt stories from Imagine families 
who bravely shared their experiences of loss and 
how Imagine has supported them.  

“The stories we heard were a meaningful 
reminder that grief is something we carry 
together,” said Lindsay Schambach, Imagine’s 
Executive Director. “Our work continues because 
so many people believe in the importance of 
providing a safe space for kids and families to 
grieve.” 

This year’s Breakfast was also a profound 
display of generosity. Thanks to the support of 
dedicated sponsors, every dollar raised at the 
event will go directly toward Imagine’s 
programs, ensuring that no grieving child or 
family is ever turned away. 

Imagine extends its deepest gratitude to this 
year’s sponsors: 

Empathy Sponsor Level: Atlantic Health 
Systems, Ernst & Young, Gibbons Law and Wiss 

Compassion Sponsor Level: Connect One 
Bank 

Inspire Sponsor Level: Aryming Asset 
Management, Hatfield and Schwartz, Holland 
and Knight, Northfield Bank, PNC Bank, and 

Westfield Pediatric Dental Group 
Hope Sponsor Leve: Rossi Funeral Homes and 

Wegmans 
This year’s Breakfast also marked an exciting 

milestone for Imagine’s future. Twenty-four new 
guests signed a five-year pledge to join Imagine’s 
Circle of Hope — a dedicated community of 
supporters committed to sustaining the 
organization’s mission over the long term. These 
new members join more than 100 others already 
in the Circle of Hope, collectively ensuring that 
Imagine can continue expanding its free, year-
round grief support programs for children and 
families well into the future. 

To everyone who attended, volunteered, spoke, 
donated, or helped bring the morning to life: 
thank you. Your presence strengthens Imagine’s 
mission and sends a powerful message to 
grieving families — you are not alone. 

As Imagine looks ahead to another year of 
service, the organization remains inspired by the 
families who share their stories and the 
community members who stand beside them. 

Imagine, A Center for Coping with Loss is a 
501c3 that offers training and education on loss 
and grief to the community and free year-round 
grief support groups for children ages 3-18 and 
young adults 19-30 who are coping with a loss 
due to death. Concurrently, support groups are 
available for the parents and caregivers of the 
children in the groups and offered in English and 
Spanish. For more information, please contact 
Imagine at 908-264-3100 or info@imaginenj.org 
or visit our website at imaginenj.org.

(above) Participants in Imagine's support group program pass a talking stick at their annual 
Seasons of Hope fundraiser.

Courtesy Photo

I BUY OLD MOTORCYCLES 
All Types - Running or Not

Call or Text Glenn 
732-556-7636

Same Day  
Pick-up 
 
We Pay Cash
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Residential and Commercial 
Call for a FREE consultation and estimate: 

973-566-9999 
In business for 35 years using state-of-the-art  
equipment and professionally trained staff.  

Certified Ventilation Inspector (CVI) 
Certified Mold Removal Specialist (MRS) 

Member of National Air Duct Cleaners Association

Visit our website to view a series of important videos about  
air duct cleaning, dryer vent cleaning, coil cleaning, 

and mold removal services. 

AnthonyPaternoAirDuctCleaning.com 
Read our 5 star Reviews and Testimonials 

on Yelp, Google and Facebook.

5 STAR RATING

CERTIFIED MOLD 
REMOVAL SPECIALIST

50% OFF DRYER VENT CLEANING 
With this coupon when done with a duct cleaning job. Expires 1/31/26.

Inside Air Duct Inspection and Sanitation Service 
included at no additional cost on all jobs.

Strongest vacuum in the industry!

JANUARY SPEAKERS PROGRAM FOR THE SUMMIT AREA OLD GUARD
The Summit Area Old Guard is a social, 

educational, and recreational organization that 
serves men of retirement age. We meet Tuesdays, 
9:30 a.m., at the New Providence Presbyterian 
Church located at 1307 Springfield Ave – we 
encourage visitation, and all are welcome. Our 
motto is “Come for the Programs. Stay for the 
Friends.” The organization was founded in 1930. 
Our website address is summitoldguard.org. 

In January, we will have four speakers: 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 6TH: RICHARD LANDER  

Shares a deep, personal connection to the Civil 
War as the great-grandson of John R. Lander, a 
Union soldier. John emigrated from Germany and 
enlisted with an Illinois regiment at the 
remarkably early age of fourteen, serving for the 
entire duration of the war. This military service 
instilled a generational interest: members of the 
Lander family have continuously studied the 
Civil War and maintained membership in the 
Sons of the Union Veterans of the Civil War 
(SUVCW).  In his presentation, Richard will 
detail the complex tapestry of events that led to 
the conflict, covering the cultural, political, 
economic, and military factors at play. Attendees 
are encouraged to note the striking parallels 
between these historical forces and current 
events. 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 13TH: DR. DEAN EPPLER 

Though the Apollo Program was a 
revolutionary 20th-century achievement, many of 
its difficulties and successes have faded into 

historical obscurity. Dr. Dean Eppler, a retired 
NASA scientist with over 35 years in human 
spaceflight, possesses the breadth of experience 
to bring the mission into focus. His background 
includes Apollo Program history, advanced space 
suit engineering, ISS facility development, and 
training/selecting astronauts (1990, 1996, and 
1998 selections). Dr. Eppler will identify the key 
areas of the mission's success and discuss 
Apollo’s enduring contributions to human 
spaceflight. 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 20TH: HOWARD MEYER  

A long-time leader in New Jersey volunteer 
EMS. He is the past president of the EMS 
Council of New Jersey, the country's largest 
volunteer squad association, and served as its 
volunteer legislative director for over 20 years. 
Since 1971, he has served in leadership roles, 
including president and chief, across all types of 
New Jersey environments—rural, suburban, and 
urban. Howard will detail the history and 

evolution of the volunteer EMS system, 
highlighting its critical importance to the state. 
His talk will cover key events and the major 
challenges volunteer squads face moving 
forward. 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 27TH: BOB GULA 

The Forgotten Victory Trail explores one of 
America's most overlooked Revolutionary 
chapters in the brutal campaigns of 1780 in NJ, 
when burning towns, secret networks, and fierce 
local resistance helped turn the tide of the war. 
The Battles of Springfield and Connecticut Farms 
in June 1780 were critical in the defense of New 
Jersey (and Washington’s forces in Morristown) 
and in the weakening of the British Forces ahead 
of the Battle of Yorktown. Our speaker will be 
Bob Gula, Education Officer –West Fields 
Chapter of Sons of the American Revolution 
Patriotic Instructor, Sons of Union Veterans of the 
Civil War Member and General Society of 
Mayflower Descendants.

(above, l-r) Richard Lander,  Dr. Eppler, Howard Meyer, Robert Gula
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BROOK ARTS CENTER ANNOUNCES IT 2ND 
SPEAKEASY SOIREE AND SILENT AUCTION.

The historic Brook Arts Center is proud to 
announce its Second Annual Speakeasy Soirée & 
Silent Auction, Friday, January 23, 2026, at 7:00 
PM. This Roaring ’20s–themed evening promises 
an unforgettable night of glitz, glamour, 
entertainment, and support for one of Somerset 
County New Jersey’s, historic landmarks.  

Guests will be transported back to the golden 
age as they enjoy live music, period-inspired 
entertainment, and a lavish buffet.  

The evening’s highlight is a silent auction 
featuring more than 100 exclusive items, 
including a cruise getaway, a Bradford Portraits 
gift certificate with a private photo session, a 20-
inch framed wall portrait and luxury hotel stay, 
four VIP tickets to Meadowlands Racing with 
dinner and winner’s circle photos, designer 
handbags, sports memorabilia, dining and spa 
packages and so much more. 

Tickets are $50 per person or $80 per couple 
and include buffet dining, live music, live 

entertainment, and a cash bar.  
Attendees are encouraged to dress in their 

finest 1920s-inspired attire to fully embrace the 
spirit of the evening. 

The Speakeasy Soirée is the Brook Arts 
Center’s largest fundraiser of the year.  

As a fully volunteer-run 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization, the Brook Arts Center relies on 
community support to continue with the 
preservation and restoration of the facility and its 
mission of providing high-quality entertainment, 
inspiring creativity, fostering community 
partnerships, and nurturing education and growth 
through the arts. 

Tickets are on sale now through January 16, 
2026. 

To purchase tickets or learn more, visit 
www.brookarts.org. 

 Reserve your tickets today and be part of a 
glamorous night that helps keep the arts alive in 
our community.

We rarely ever hear about the government 
reducing taxes but it happened this year when 
New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy eliminated 
the mandate that legal notices must be printed 
in a newspaper. 

The antiquated mandate is decades old and 
the cost for the adverting was paid for by public 
funds from municipalities, counties, school 
districts, and independent authorities. It was a 
lucrative business for the publications and more 
recently the majority of their revenue. Without 
the mandate the fear in the newspaper industry 
was that the publications relying on the legal 
advertising income will not survive. 

In some cases the majority of content in the 
newspaper had been the legal ads. In question 
was the criteria for the mandate, i.e., were the 
publications meeting the required numbers of 
paid subscriptions, and circulation. 

The idea of doing away with the mandate, 
though practical, was considered political 
poison. No lawmaker wanted to be deemed 
responsible as the cause for newspapers’ 
closures and people losing their jobs. During the 
Governor Christi administration the Star Ledger 
warned that doing away with the mandates 
would cause 250 weekly newspapers to close. 

What brought about the change is a 
successful lawsuit filed by the County of 
Warren which named the Star Ledger and Daily 
Record as defendants. The suit may have been 
the last straw in the Ledger’s decision to stop 
printing the newspaper in January of 2025. 

Local governments will now be required to 
publish their legal notices on their websites.

STATE CANCELS LEGAL 
NOTICE MANDATE

WATCH EPISODE 6 OF 
RENNA MEDIA PODCAST
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SUMMIT PUBLIC LIBRARY JANUARY PROGRAMS 
Registration is required and programs are held in-person at the Summit Library unless otherwise noted: 75 Maple St., Summit NJ.  

To register or to see a complete list of events, visit www.summitlibrary.org.

ADULT PROGRAMSS 
Getting Started with ChatGPT 
Tuesday, 1/6, 7:00-8:00PM 

In-person & online. Learn how small businesses 
can use ChatGPT for marketing and online 

presence. Presenter: Elizabeth Gearhart. 
Concert: The Cover Girls 

Sunday, 1/11, 2:00-3:00PM 
Enjoy upbeat harmonies and timeless favorites 

from long-time duo Kathy Martin and Mary 
Damato. No registration required. 
Design Your Own Jigsaw Puzzle 

Sunday, 1/11, 2:00-4:00PM 
Create your own jigsaw puzzle using blank 

pieces and markers. Instructor: Mary Piekarski. 
Registration opens 12/28. 

A Club in Motion: Mobility & Strength 
Tuesdays, 1/13–2/17, 10:00-11:00AM 

Improve mobility, balance, and strength through 
gentle functional movement. 

Virtual Author Talk: David Brooks 
Tuesday, 1/13, 2:00-3:00PM 

Online. Brooks discusses his book on empathy 
and connection, followed by live Q&A. 

Film Screening: Plastic People 
Tuesday, 1/13, 7:00-8:30PM 

Discuss a documentary on microplastics. 
Virtual Author Talk: Julia Hotz 
Tuesday, 1/20, 2:00-3:00PM 

Online. Hotz explores how movement, nature, 
art, and service boost well-being, followed by 

live Q&A. 
Explore Your World: World War II 

Causes and Consequences 
Fridays, 1/23–2/27, 10:00AM-12:00PM 

In-person & online. Prof. Ian Drake examines 
the origins, major battles, turning points, and 

debates of WWII. 
Adult Craft: No-Sew Fleece Scarf 

Sunday, 1/25, 2:00-3:30PM 
Make a cozy fleece scarf using simple no-sew 

techniques. Instructor: Marge Barkan. 
Registration opens 1/11. 

Leverage AI Tools to Profit Tomorrow 
Tuesday, 1/27, 7:00-8:30PM 

Online. Learn practical ways to use AI tools to 
grow a business and boost productivity. 

Presenter: Eddi Khaytman. 
Virtual Author Talk: Liz Moore 

Wednesday, 1/28, 7:00-8:00PM 
Online. Moore discusses her latest literary 

thriller, followed by live Q&A. 
George Washington,  

New Jersey, and the Revolutionary War 
Thursday, 1/29, 7:00-8:00PM 

Explore Washington’s leadership and NJ’s key 
role in the Revolutionary War. Presenter: Joel 

Farkas. 
George Washington, New Jersey,  

and the Revolutionary War 
Thursday, 1/29, 7:00-8:00PM 

Explore Washington’s leadership and NJ’s key 
role in the Revolutionary War. Presenter: Joel 

Farkas. 
Concert: Rhonda Denet 

Sunday, 2/1, 2:00-3:00PM 
Vocalist Rhonda Denet performs Motown songs 
featured in classic films including Mahogany, 

The Wiz, Boomerang, and more. No 
registration required. 

Highlighted Programs for Youth & Families 
Greek Mythology for Teens 

2nd & 4th Thursdays in January,  
February & March , 5:00-6:00PM 

Learn myths and culture through games and 
activities; bring your own device if possible. 

For grades 5–12. 
Winter Baby Prom 

Friday, 1/16, 10:00-11:30AM 
Dress up for dancing, sensory play, photos, and 
winter-themed fun for little ones. For ages 1–4. 

Kids Are Cooking: Hot Cocoa Bombs 
Wednesday, 1/21, 4:00-5:00PM 

Make your own hot cocoa bombs to warm up 
your winter day. For grades 3–6. 

Hamilton Sing-Along 
Monday, 1/26, 2:45-4:15PM 

Watch Hamilton on the big screen and sing 
along to your favorite songs. For grades 6–8. 

Minecraft: Big Bad Wolf  
Friday, 1/30, 2:00-3:30PM 

Build sturdy houses and join either the Wolves 
or the Pigs in this strategy-based Minecraft 

challenge. For grades 1–5. 
The Perfect Neighbor:  

Documentary & Discussion 
Saturday, 1/31, 1:00-4:00PM 

Watch the Netflix documentary and discuss 
community, race, and “stand your ground” 

laws; teens need a permission slip. For grades 
9–12 & adults.

NJ ANTIQUE BUYERS
WE BUY ANTIQUES, ART,  

COLLECTIBLES, COINS, AND JEWELRY
WE BUY ANYTHING OLD 
• Old Toys 
• Coins and Medals 
• Watches & Clocks 
• Judaica Collectibles 
• Military Collectibles 
• Asian Decorative Arts 
• Old Writing Instruments 
 Antique Porcelain & Glass 
• Art (Paintings, Sculptures, Old Prints) 
• Jewelry (Vintage, Costume, Silver, and Gold) 
• Sterling Silver, European Silver, Antique Silverplate

201-410-8442 
info@njantiques.com 

www.njantiques.com 
3 East Pleasant Ave. 

Maywood, NJ

We do house-calls anywhere within the tri-state area.

SUMMIT TO CELEBRATE 
LUNAR NEW YEAR 2026

The Summit Library Chinese Club will host its 
annual Lunar New Year Celebration on Saturday, 
February 7, 2026, from 1 - 4 p.m., in partnership 
with the Summit Area YMCA and the Summit 
Free Public Library. This event is free of charge 
and will take place simultaneously at both the 
YMCA and the Library.  

At the YMCA, guests will enjoy an exciting 
lineup of live cultural performances, including a 
Lion Dance, a Dragon Dance Parade, a Kung Fu 
demonstration, Peking Opera, a traditional 
costume show, sampling of Asian cuisines, and 
other family-friendly activities.  

At the Library, guests can view the annual 
Lunar New Year Art Show, which will showcase 
original works by young artists from Summit and 
surrounding areas. Library activities will include 
traditional Chinese painting, woodcut printing, 
sugar painting, and other hands-on cultural 
experiences.  

“Our community’s Lunar New Year 
celebration has grown over the years into a 
tradition where children explore our culture 
through crafts and performances, families come 
together, and neighbors connect across 
generations,” said Ni Liu, member of the Summit 
Free Public Library Foundation and organizer of 
the Summit Library Chinese Club.  

Submissions to the Lunar New Year Art show 
are open from January 1 through January 30, 
2026. Students enrolled in Kindergarten through 
8th grade in Summit and neighboring 
communities are encouraged to submit an 
original work; details may be found at: 
www.summitlibrary.org/2026-art-show 

The Summit Library Chinese Club, a 
volunteer-led organization, collaborates with the 
Summit Library to present cultural programs 
throughout the year, including monthly Chinese 
Corner activities for elementary students and 
Chinese calligraphy workshops for all ages.  

Registration is required for each attendee of the 
Lunar New Year Celebration; visit 
summitlibrary.org to register.
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We Mail 200,000 Newspapers 
  to Every Home & Business 
    in 30 Towns!

Advertise  in any  number of towns

Joe Renna 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPERS RATE SHEET 

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

We print Full Color 
2-Sided, Flyers and 

Menus that get inserted 
into the newspapers, 
and mailed to every 

home and business in 
Town for as low  

as $100 per thousand.
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Duke says “Adopt, Don’t Shop.” 
Pet friendly - We support animal rescues

QUALITY HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

732-331-9572 
www.MyHandymanAndPainter.com

All Kinds of 
 Home Repairs 
- No Job Too Small

• Doors Hung 
• Stair Rails Installed & Repaired 
• Sheetrock Installed & Repaired 
• Fences Installed & Repaired 
• Minor Electric & Plumbing

Basement Waterproofing  
& Finishing

Indoor & Outdoor 
Painting

Decks & PorchesBathrooms

Kitchens

Windows, Siding 
& Capping

My Handyman & painter LLC

a u q r 
Licensed, Insured & Bonded 
License #13VH11554200

View our Google Reviews.FREE ESTIMATES!

MY HANDYMAN & PAINTER LLC. 100 WALNUT AVE, SUITE 210. CLARK NJ 07066

“Ryki & his guys did a great  
job on my mummy’s kitchen  
remodel. He also brought  
me cookies every day.”   

- Trinity the Pitbull

Ryki and his guys painted the outside  
shakes of the house and capped all  
exposed wood with PVC coated  
aluminum. Good for another 20 years.  
House looks like new. - Tim & Anne R. 

My new Bathroom  
took less than  
2 weeks from  
start to finish.  
Love my new  
heated towel rail.  
- Heather H. 

New Siding and 
Custom Windows  
installed and  
Capped. Good 
Work and Great  
Price. 
- Dawn S

Big new  
Composite Deck 
about 43Ft. x 28Ft., 
 built in fall 2024.  
Looks Spectacular. 
- Anne B.

Had French  
drain and 2 sump 
pumps installed  
by Ryki’s company 
in a very wet base-
ment 3 years ago. 
Bone dry ever 
since.  After a 
month when we 
were sure base-
ment was dry, the 
Basement was fin-
ished. 
- Steven C 
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