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New Year! New House?

SELLER SEMINAR

JANUARY 12, 2026

AT 7PM

RSVP to Mary.DePaola@cbrealty.com
by January 7th

Make Your Move with Mary!-

Mary DePaola
Broker Associate
Personal,
Professional, Proven
Coldwell Banker Realty
209 Central Avenue
Westfield, N]J 07090
Cell: 908-963-8673 (Best #)
Office: 908-233-5555
Mary.depaola@cbrealty.com
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ANNUAL CELEBRATION KICKS OFF THE HOLIDAY SEASON

On Sunday, December 7th Scotch Plains held their annual holiday celebration
from 1 - 5 p.m. on the Alan M. Augustine Village Green.

The family friendly event featured pictures with Santa, a balloon artist, petting
z0o, blow up games, a stage with theatrical performances, face painting, and |
cookies, cupcakes, and other give aways. The event culminated with a Christmas ]
Tree Lighting Ceremony.

your retirement plan should work
as hard as you did

Nelson Espeland, Personal Financial Representative
908-233-6300
nelson@allstate.com

2284 South Avenue, Scotch Plains

Securities offered by Personal Financial Representatives through Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA Securities in LA and PA). Registered Broker-Dealer. Member FINRA, SIPC. Main Office:
151 North 8th Street, Suite 450, Lincoln, NE 68508. (877) 232-2142. Check the background of this firm on FINRA's BrokerCheck website http:/brokercheck.finra.org. © 2023 Allstate Insurance Co.
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Scotch Plains Monthly is published by Renna Media. 9,600
newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every business
and resident in Scotch Plains, NJ. Although great care has been
taken to ensure the information contained within is accurate,
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or omissions.

©2025 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced
without written consent from Renna Media LLC.

SEND US YOUR NEWS

Do you have a community service that you
need help publicizing? Did you or someone you
know accomplish something amazing? We are
interested in hearing about your latest
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com

ADVERTISING
Joe Renna: 908-447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com
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Find us on online: rennamedia.com
facebook.com/ Scotch Plains Monthly

DONATIONS NEEDED

Scotch Plains Volunteer Rescue Squad
Auxiliary

The Scotch Plains Volunteer Rescue Squad
Auxiliary is gearing up to host another amazing
Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, February 22, 2026.
To help make this annual get-together even more
fun and exciting, donations are being collected
for gift baskets that will be auctioned off during
the event.

Only new items will be accepted, and no shoes,
clothing, or stuffed animals are needed. Please
consider donating items for inclusion in the
following themed basket prizes:

Baking — Wellness - Gardening - Sports - Pets e

- Health - Children - Scrapbooking - Coffee/Tea
- Comic Books - Arts and Crafts - Italian Dinner
- Games — Vacation — Holiday Items and Crazy
Socks. Baskets and ribbon would also be very
much appreciated.

We also encourage donors to create their own
gift baskets using the themes above. This would
be a great project for a family, a scout troop, or
other groups looking to contribute to this worthy
fundraiser.

The Auxiliary will be collecting donations on
the following dates at the Rescue Squad building
at 1916 Bartle Avenue, starting January 27, 2026,
through February 14, 2026, on Tuesdays and
Fridays from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m., and Saturdays
from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

The Scotch Plains Volunteer Rescue Squad
Auxiliary meets once a month, and its grassroots

function is to assist the Squad in many capacities
— from attending town functions such as street
fairs, concerts, and holiday events to connect
with the community and promote Squad interests
to holding fundraisers and performing outreach
to squad and fellow auxiliary members.

If interested in becoming a member of the
Auxiliary, come by the Squad building one
evening to pick up an application, or email
SPRSAuxiliary@scotchplainsrescuesquad.com.

Thank you for your support!

Contributing Author: Susan Baldani, a life

member of the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad.

908-2

Mrhandyman.com

REPAIR AND REMODEL SERVICES

-

441

1

On labor only, materials not included. Cannot
be combined with other offers. Exp. 1/31/26.

_________________________________________________

e Windows

¢ Doors

¢ Flooring

e Drywall

e Masonry

¢ Aging In Place Certified

e Interior and Exterior Carpentry
e Friendly/Helpful Office Staff

On Time. Done right.
Guaranteed.

2,500+ Positive Online Reviews
Fully Insured
License number: 13VH09897400

0% OFF LABOR
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Considering Relocation, Retirement or Second Home?

- You're Invited -

THE PREMIER Best EXHIBITS, SEMINARS,
RELOCATION PV  DISCOVERY TRAVEL
EVENT EXPOSG: & MORE

|

D
jJAUM 31 > FEE 1'

Sat 10am-4pm ¢ Sun 11am-3pm

BRIDGEWATER MARRIOTT

700 COMMONS WAY, BRIDGEWATER, NJ

f—— .

Al

FEATURING REAL ESTATE FROM NORTH CAROLINA, FLORIDA, SOUTH CAROLINA, GEORGIA,
TENNESSEE, VIRGINIA, DELAWARE, PLUS GREECE, MEXICO AND THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

= Compare the best new places to vacation, retire or relocate - in one convenient location.
= Discover areas that afford high quality of life yet very low taxes.
« Get answers to your questions by meeting personally with relocation experts & home builders.

The Best Places to Live... All in One Place!

Attend Workshops & Presentations Designed to Help You Find Your Ideal Place

= How to Choose Your Ideal Place = Building Your Ideal Home
= International Lifestyles + Planning for Retirement in an Inflationary
« Selling Your Home in Today's Market World

FRESEMTED EY

dealliviie | COMPLIMENTARY SHOW PASS

ADMIT TWO  siwenien

JAN 31- FEB 1,2026

Bridgewaoter Marriott Scan to RSVP
700 Commons Way, Bridgewater, NJ Ok0
THE PREMIER CALL for info: B00-736-032) =

Reocarionevent | RSVP: BestPlacesExpo.com | gy 3

RSVP and receive a FREE Relocation Guide at the Expo.
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TIPS ON E-BIKE SAFETY FROM THE RESCUE SQUAD

Scotch Plains Rescue Squad

On an otherwise beautiful and sunny fall
afternoon, a young boy in our town lost his life
while riding an electronic bike. Now, many
parents and children are wondering what they can
do to prevent similar tragedies from occurring in
the future.

Growing up, many of us had bicycles that
could only go as fast as our legs could move us.
And while we’ve known about the importance of
wearing bike helmets for quite a long time, that
isn’t always enough. Some of these bikes can
reach speeds of over 60 mph, making them more
challenging to stop and control in emergency
situations.

According to Columbia University researchers,
e-bike injuries rose by 293% nationally from
2019 to 2022. That’s a startling number. State
Senate President Nicholas Scutari recently
announced that he will introduce a bill to make
electric bike riding safer for users in New Jersey.
However, even if this bill passes, it may take
some time to implement. In the meantime, it’s
imperative that parents ensure that their children
are aware of bicycle road safety and how to
handle these types of bikes.

HERE ARE SOME GREAT TIPS FROM AAA:

Determine the right electronic bike for your
child. There are three classes, with different speed
capabilities and controls, and various sizes, so
ensure the fit is right for your child and the weight
of the bike is manageable. Wider tires provide
more stability, and some e-bikes even come with
parent-adjustable speed settings and speed

LOST DOG

$2,500 REWARD

The dog was originally lost in Fanwood
but has been seen in Scotch Plains,
Westfield, Fanwood and most recently

Plainfield/North Plainfield.

CALL 908-370-1903

. ﬁ_ HIGH END TILE &
[N IMACTIE) FINISH CARPENTRY
Improvement LLC *Molding/Trim
973-896-465 15 etitock

*Doors
1 1] I 1 *Tile Work
' . * Painting
| | ¢ Interior
. & Exterior
' EiF© Remodeling
Visit our website for 0
sample photos and testimonials: www.unglllc.com

limiters, as well as app-based monitoring.

Ensure your child is responsible and skilled
enough to handle an e-bike. Have them become
comfortable and proficient on a regular bike first.
If possible, ride with them, and make sure they
are not easily distracted, have a superior sense of
balance and motor skills, and can effectively steer
and control the bike. Enrolling your child in an
e-bike safety course is also a great option.

Have them wear a properly fitting helmet. Visit
the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) and follow its steps to
ensure the helmet fits correctly.

Make sure they’re visible to others on the road.
They should be wearing bright clothing during
the day and light-colored or reflective clothing in
the evenings. E-bikes should be equipped with
headlights, taillights, and a red rear reflector.

Obey the rules of the road & e-bike laws,
which are often the same as those for other

motorists. These include obeying traffic lights
and signs, as well as knowing and observing
right-of-way laws. Stopping at crosswalks for
pedestrians, going with the flow of traffic, riding
as close to the right edge of the road as possible,
and not blocking traffic on bike trails, paths, and
lanes are also critical. Explain the importance of
always signaling when making turns, making eye
contact with motorists, and avoiding weaving in
and out of traffic.

Talk to your kids about responsible riding.
Emphasize the dangers of higher speeds,
including reduced reaction times and an
increased risk of loss of control and serious
injury.

Ensure the bike is in top condition & keep up
with maintenance. Inspect tires, brakes, controls,
and displays on a regular basis.

Contributing Author: Susan Baldani, a life

member of the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad.

UMION COUNTY

GROUP

ORTHOPAEDIC

s Drvadion ad LDriho

ORTHOPEDICS - PAIN - PODIATRY

IN YOUR COMMUNITY

BOARD CERTIFIED PHYSICIANS - PROVIDING EXPERT CARE
PHYSICAL THERAPY - CLARK & LINDEN
URGENT CARE - LINDEN, WEEKDAY LATE AFTERNOONS
SAME-DAY APPOINTMENTS & ON-SITE DIAGNOSTICS

HELPING YOU MOVE IN CONFIDENCE

llil:_ﬁ;f- e
SCAN FOR MORE INFO

LINDEN - CLARK - UNION
s 908-864-0664 ";908-628-1115

Hablamos Espanol!

WWW.UNIONCOUNTYORTHO.COM
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Call Today for a Free Estimate! [ 855.624.6655

Ik
Bl AS SEEN ON
GEORGE
TO THE
I ||1 a! RESCUE
i I
ey
¢ | Wintows & Doors

Payment Plans
WINDOAWT $309  BASEMENTS 51595
EITCHENS 3387 BRATHRODMS 199
FOOHMG 514 DECENMPATIONS 5187
HOHRGG 3167 PORCHELSTERS $L88

ROOFING | SIDING | WINDOWS At Plarc Avalabial
KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BASEMENTS Kishe B pcyments s e vt apyovel
MASONRY | DECKS | PORCHES

VIRTUAL MEETINGS ALSO AVAILABLE

Interior & Exterior Remodeling | Family Owned & Operated

100% FINANCING AVAILABLE | 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE
NJDCA 1 3VHO7755300

JMagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com
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CAFE FOR THOSE WITH
MEMORY LOSS

Christ Church, Summit, NJ

Too often, those living with memory loss can
suffer from social stigma and isolation. A
Memory Cafe is a social gathering for those
living with cognitive loss, together with their
care-partners. It’s a welcoming community where
all feel safe, accepted, and understood.

“The Gathering Place” is a monthly Memory
Cafe hosted by volunteers at Christ Church in
Summit. They meet the first Wednesday of every
month, from 12 - 2 p.m.

Guests socialize over a light, nutritious lunch
and share friendship, information, and often a few
laughs. It is non-sectarian and all are welcome.
From guests: “It was enjoyable, uplifting, and
worthwhile,” and “I wish my mother had
something like this to participate in while she was
able.”

A suggested donation is $5 per person.

RSVP is requested for menu-planning.

Contact Brenda Dodds 908 273-5549

or brenda@ccsnj.org.

Christ Church is located at

561 Springfield Avenue, Summit, NJ.

Mr. J’s Deli

e Custom Catering
£f for Any Size Party!
)1 ‘Book Your Playoff and

» Championship Game Parties!

e 3-6 Foot Sub Sandwiches

i1 o Sloppy Joe Platters e Wrap Platters
— e Hot & Cold Foods e Salads » Wings
e Sub Platters e Chicken Fingers

Plan Ahead - Call Today

908-272-0370

See our full menu online at:
mrjsdeliincranford.com
15 Walnut Ave. Cranford, NJ

908-955-8700
108 Walnut Ave. ¢ Cranford,NJ

HAIR CUTS AND BEARD TRIMMING

Traditional, Old-Timey Service!

HOURS:

Tue & Wed:  10a - 6pm
Thu & Fri: ~ 9am - 6pm
Satuday: 8:30am - 5pm
Sun & Mon: Closed

Walk-ins only
ALL HAIRCUTS $1 8

THE GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT

College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains

Please join us on January 19th for “The Great
Backyard Bird Count” presented by Mr. Zachary
Rittner. You will learn how to help collect data
for ornithologists (scientists who study birds)
right in your own corner of town.

The event is free and open to the public. It will
be held on January 19th at 7:30 p.m., at Mira Vie,
located at 295 South Avenue Fanwood. Come and
bring guests to this informative event.

Courtesy Photo

LIONS CLUB CELEBRATING 76TH ANNIVERSARY

SERVING THE

The Scotch Plains Lions Club was chartered in
1949 and is celebrating their 76th anniversary.

The Lions Clubs in NJ continue to serve the
area with eyeglass collection boxes, Eye
Screening, Lions Club International Foundation
assists concerns for Hunger, Disaster Relief,
Youth, Pediatric Cancer, Mental Health,
Environment and Diabetes. Also we serve Camp
Marcella for the Blind and Disabled in
Rockaway, New Jersey. Currently, the Lions are
seeking like minded individuals who are aware
of the needs of the community and have the

/" N\
BRINK'S

CONTRACTING

BUILDERS » REMODELIMNG = REMOWVATIONS = REPAIRS
EMVIRCNMENTAL SERVICES

.l' .
(g B

Call for a Free Estimate (862) 451-9666
WWW.BrinksContractingServices.com
HICE 13VH1 1745400

Refreshments will be served.

The Great Backyard Bird Count is an annual
four-day community project that will run from
February 13-16th 2026. Anyone can assist with
this project by using apps like eBird and Merlin
during these dates to collect information about
local birds that is useful to scientists studying
bird populations and trends. Mr. Rittner will
present a helpful slide show presentation
explaining this important community event.

(left) Zachary Rittner received his B.S. in
Biology from Union College in Schenectady, NY,
his M.A. in teaching at Montclair State
University, and an M.S. in Land Resources and
Environmental Science from Montana State
University. He is a National Geographic
Certified Educator, a Chris Morgan Wildlife
Ambassador, a Gideon Hawley Teacher of the
Yearin 2020 and 2023, a New Jersey Exemplary
Educator, a Seasonal Naturalist Certified
Educator, and was recently featured for his bird
walks at Trailside Museum. In 2023 TV host
Chris Morgan invited Mr. Rittner to join him in
an Arctic polar bear expedition to Svalbard,
Norway. He is also the head of the
Environmental Sciences Department at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

COMMUNITY

advantage to effectively make a difference. Being
a Lion empowers you to help others in a way that
no one person could alone. Currently our Scotch
Plains membership is low. We need to grow our
Club again. You can make a difference. Scotch
Plains Lions are respected citizens of the
community. We give willingly of body, time and
energy and extraordinary generosity to assist the
community and the needy. We need servant
leaders to step forward! Please contact us at 908-
565-1694 and let us know you are ready to serve
with the largest organization in the world!

DO YOU NEED A
DUMPSTER?

Professional Delivery & Pickup Affordable
Call to Reserve One Today

We take (but not limited to)...
General Construction
Household Waste
Concrete & Asphalt

Logs & Stumps
Demolition Debris
Bulky Waste

NJ DEP# S27236

908-234-2382

Fast, Friendly, Reliable Service
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MY HANDYMAN & PAINTER m—

QUALITY HOME IMPROVEMENTS
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

All Kinds of * Doors Hung (
Ho me Repalrs e Stair Rails Installed & Repaired

e Sheetrock Installed & Repaired

- N o J Ob Too small e Fences Installed & Repaired

e Minor Electric & Plumbing &
732-331-9572

www.MyHandymanAndPainter.com

Bathrooms Decks & Porches
My new Bathroom Big new
took less than Composite Deck
2 weeksi fr.0m about 43Ft. x 28Ft.,
start to finish. built in fall 2024.
Love my new Looks Spectacular.
heated towel rail. - Anne B.
- Heather H.
Kitchens IRRRRRR R
T - e
“Ryki & his guys did a great "'.,l N K\h "‘H‘ "&H B D
job on my mummy’s kitchen
L] [ ] [ ]
Windows, Siding ﬁ;ﬂgﬁié‘:gﬁ:;%fg;ght Basement Waterproofing
& Capping - Trinity the Pitbull &L FlnlShlng
NeW S|d|ng and ™ '-\.\_1\-\.:;_ 1 ; ] Had French
Custom Windows X drain and 2 sump
installed and B , L pumps installed
Capped. Good "'Q‘r _ by Ryki’s company
Work and Great & Oyl I \ ina very wet base-
Price. \ ment 3 years ago.
-Dawn S ! Bone dry ever
- since. After a
e s el - PP month when we
were sure base-
Indoor & Outdoor ment was dry, the

Basement was fin-
ished.
- Steven C

Painting

Ryki and his guys painted the outside
shakes of the house and capped all
exposed wood with PVC coated
aluminum. Good for another 20 years.
House looks like new. - Tim & Anne R.

FREE ESTIMATES' View our Google Reviews. E@ﬁ

| Duke says “Adopt, Don’t Shop.” 9 GG g|E Licensed, Insured&Bonded
Pet friendly - We support animal rescues |-~ EEEEN | | icense #13VH11554200

MY HANDYMAN & PAINTER LLC. 100 WALNUT AVE, SUITE 210. CLARK NJ 07066
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ENTATEN ROADSHOW BUYING EVENTY

Gold Is At An All Time High NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL

GOLD EXCEEDS $4 000 PER OUNCE!!!

kY Y
vV A /N
BUYING ALL GOLD BUYING ALL COINS BUYING ALL STERLING SILVER WATGHES BUYING ALL DIAMONDS
- Gold Necklaces - Gold Coins - Silverware - Rolex - Wedding Rings
- Gold Earrings - Gold Eagles - Trays N?]I\Il-\yggﬂ - Cartier - Loose Diamonds
- Gold Rings - Proof Sets - 925 Jewelry IXi - Patek Philippe - Diamond Jewelry
- Gold Bracelets - Kreugerrands - All Sterling Silver - Pocket Watches - Engagement Rings
- Gold Pendants - Buffalos

- Gold Charms - US Silver Coins Pre-64
- Gold Watches - Morgan/Peace Dollars EStat es R o a d s h 0 w c 0 m
@ | Highest
< Hhi Cash Offer
- q,.i*\\ #,,t on the Spot!

Don’t Miss 0ut’
We Pay the Most!
Instant Verbal Quotes!

JANUARY 2025 SHOW
@ CLARK HOLIDAY INN!!

JAN 19th T0 23rd 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Soulh Avénue

" "ADD 20%
! TOWARD YOUR SALE ,

WITH THIS COUPON! | PP

|
* Limit 1 Per Customer. Visit us at a show with this coupon for more details. o .
This Coupon must be presented at the start of the transaction. Other restrictio I i gl r
l may apply. AII prices su bject to market fluctuation. Offers Subject to Con dto -
& Presentation. Please Bring All Appropriate Boxes & Paper Work. ,

=
——
i

LINDEN

E!nr 135

Walnul Avenue

¥ally Road

fd RAHWAY

No Appointment Necessary. ® FREE Appraisals ® FREE Admission
Speak to the company’s owner: Marshall Smoller: 609-781-6559
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ESTATEN ROADSHOW BUYING EVENTY

Gold Is At An All Time High NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL

GOLD EXBEEDS $4 000 PER OUNCE!!!

kY | -
UV A /N : .
BUYING ALL GOLD BUYING ALL COINS BUYING ALL STERLING SILVER WATCHES BUYING ALL DIAMONDS
- Gold Necklaces - Gold Coins - Silverware M - Rolex - Wedding Rings
- Gold Earrings - Gold Eagles - Trays NOW $50 T Cartier - Loose Diamonds
- Gold Rings - Proof Sets - 925 Jewelry PER 02! - Patek Philippe - Diamond Jewelry
- Gold Bracelets - Kreugerrands - All Sterling Silver - Pocket Watches - Engagement Rings
- Gold Pendants - Buffalos

g EstatesRoadsh ow.com
- Gold Watches - Morgan/Peace Dollars
® '. Highest
h Cash Offer

:;:x\ ,ﬁ#, t on the Spot!

— ""c
— K
ot

=
e e B - :

ADD 20%
 TOWARD YOUR SALE ,
 WITH THIS COUPON! | %%

I * Limit 1 Per Customer. Visit us at a show with this coupon for more details. L .
This Coupon must be presented at the start of the transaction. Other restrictions I gy -

Don’t Miss Out!
I o s sttt ot O &Sﬁ”p“wck“ 1 ke . - . - )\ We Pay the Most!
"""""" Instant Verbal Quotes!

TWO WEEKS IN JANUARY
@ KENILWORITH HOTEL!!
FIVE DAYS A WEEK 10a.m. to5 p.m.

MONDAY - FRIDAY KENLWORTH / Y ron

JAN 5th TO Sth -
AND — ™

JAN 19th TO 23rd 505316t street, Kenitwort, b

No Appointment Necessary. ® FREE Appraisals ® FREE Admission

I
1
1

L
——
i

Speak to the company’s owner: Marshall Smoller: 609-781-6559
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'\-\.
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF CRANFORD

11 5|-:|:|m_]l:al:| Avanue, Oronleed, B

Does your new year’s resolutior,
include going back to church?

=
i YRMATIG

We've made it easy for you!
SIGN UP FOR A VISIT ONLINE!
E{’ Wallmeat you at the door
@’ Gaive o & quick tour
Er Inbroduce you to the Pastor

@’ dnd giee o & Pree gift for coning!

www firstprescranford.orgnew-here

LYDIA MASTERSON CELEBRATES 10 YEARS AS A

Speaking with a teacher at a parent-teacher
conference. Scheduling a medical appointment
over the phone. Writing an invitation to a baby
shower. If you speak English, these tasks are
probably easy for you. But if English is not your
native language, these tasks can be
monumentally challenging.

That’s where Literacy Volunteers of Somerset
County (LVSC) comes in. LVSC promotes
literacy throughout the community by providing
student-centered tutoring and literacy programs
for adults who struggle with English as a Second
Language (ESL). The organization matches
students with trained volunteer tutors, tutors like
Watchung resident Lydia Masterson.

(above, I-r) Lydia Masterson, right,
and student Catherine.

SPIRITUAL? CURIOUS? SEEKING?

Do you consider yourself Spiritual? Are you
Curious about what people are talking about
when they speak of having faith or being
spiritual? Are you Seeking peace of mind, of
heart of soul?

Come and see for yourself. Come and explore
the Christian faith. Come and discuss with other
seekers what is on your mind, what you cannot
talk about except with other seekers. Come to an
Alpha gathering.

Alpha is for everybody that wants to discuss
seeking answers to life’s big questions. Why are
we here? Is this all there is to life? Where are we
going? How do I attain peace of mind, heart, and
soul? Whether you are young or old, have faith
or are atheist or agnostic, Alpha provides a safe
environment for exploring our big questions
about life.

We begin by sharing a meal together and
getting to know each other. We watch a video
together then break into small groups for
uninhibited discussion about what is on our
minds.

The series runs for 12 weeks on Monday
nights beginning at 7:30 p.m. and ending at 9:00
p-m. It will begin February 2nd, 2026, and end
May 4th, 2026. Five of the sessions are live in
person and the remainder are on Zoom. There is

Noting that the “winter doldrums” were
starting to take effect, Masterson signed up to
become a volunteer tutor in January of 2015. “I
had recently retired from teaching high school
history and jumped at the opportunity to learn
how to teach literacy. The training provided
eased all fears,” said Masterson. She has since
tutored students from Peru, Ecuador, Colombia,
South Korea, China and India.

Commenting on her LVSC experience
Masterson said: “I’ve gained a deeper

no cost to participate. You will need a desire for
frank discussion, a willingness to participate and
a commitment to attend. You will also need a
computer or smartphone capable of Zoom
sessions.

The live in person sessions will be held at
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, 1571 S.
Martine Ave., Scotch Plains, NJ.

To register go onto IHMParish.net/Alpha.

If you have any questions,

please call 908-889-2100.

LITERACY VOLUNTEER

appreciation for cultures other than my own and
truly respect the motivation and determination of
my students. To talk with others about life
enriches my own journey.”

LVSC is actively recruiting volunteers, like
Masterson, to help meet the needs of the local
community. An hour or two a week is all it takes
to make a difference, and you don’t have to be a
teacher to be a tutor.

For more info, visit literacysomerset.org, email
info@]literacysomerset.org,

Teach English to a Local Adult

e —— o

Literacy provides independence, opportunity, and hope.
Why wait? Get involved today.

www.literacysomerset.org - (908) 725-5430 - infodliteracysomerset.org

Do you like meeting people
from different cultures?
Are you looking

for a rewarding

volunteer experience?

Can you read, write

& speak English?

You can be an ESL tutor.
Training is provided.




The New Jersey Youth Chorus (NJYC), a
program of Wharton Arts, will hold mid-year
auditions for select ensembles in January 2026
for singers in grades 3—12. Auditions provide
young vocalists with the opportunity to join a
vibrant choral community rooted in musical
excellence, collaboration, and belonging. To
register for an audition for NJYC’s Primo Coro,
Cor Amici, Sola Voce, and Camerata, visit
NJYC.org.

“At NJYC, singing is just the beginning,” said
Trish Joyce, Founder and Director. “Through
music, we cultivate connection, teamwork, and a
deep sense of belonging, and our directors are
excited to welcome new singers into our choral
family.”

Throughout the season, NJYC choristers
participate in exceptional performance and
educational opportunities at the local, regional,
and national levels. Highlights this season
include:

* Life of Song Festival in Washington, DC,
for Sola Voce and Cor Amici
* “The Vocal Edge” Middle School
Boys Festival
* “Together We Sing” Festival for Primo Coro
* Collaboration with the Maplewood Glee Club
for Camerata
* Performance of the National Anthem for the
New York Mets, featuring all NJYC choirs
* Choral Festival at Carnegie Hall for Camerata
« Sing a Mile High Festival in Denver,
Colorado, for Sola Voce and Cor Amici
For more information, call (973) 998-5670 or
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NEW JERSEY YOUTH CHORUS TO HOLD MID-YEAR AUDITIONS

email info@njyc.org.

Wharton Arts’ mission is to offer accessible,
high quality performing arts education that sparks
personal growth and builds inclusive
communities.

Wharton Arts’ vision is for a transformative
performing arts education in an inclusive
community to be accessible for everyone.

Wharton Arts is New Jersey’s largest
independent non-profit community performing
arts education center serving nearly 2,000
students through a range of classes and
ensembles. The 5 ensembles of the New Jersey

*4

WEEKLY LAWN SERVICE
HARDSCAPING
PLANTING
MULCH

Wille SAM’S  dddl
LANDSCAPING

COMPLETE PROPERTY CARE

" TREAT YOURSELF TO STRESS-FREEﬁ*P
PROPERTY CARE IN 2026!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR ALL OF OUR SERVICES

OFF-SEASON HARDSCAPING SPEACIALS

SPRING CLEANUPS
GARDEN PREP
sQD
TOPSOIL

PATIOS
WALKWAYS
DRIVEWAYS
RETAINING WALLS
FREE FREE
ESTIMATES ESTIMATES

SAMSUANDSCARINGICO

CUSTOMER SERVICE - OUR BUSINESS; LANDSCAPING - OUR SPECIALTY!

TEXT OR CALL 908-441-71302

Youth Chorus, an auditioned choral ensemble
program for students in grades 3—12, encourage
a love and appreciation of choral music while
nurturing personal growth and creative
development. The 15 ensembles of the New
Jersey Youth Symphony, which serve over 500
students in grades 3—12 by audition, inspire
young people to achieve musical excellence
through high-level ensemble training and
performance opportunities. Based in Paterson,
the Paterson Music Project is an El Sistema-
inspired program of Wharton Arts that uses music
education as a vehicle for social action by
empowering and inspiring young people to
achieve their full potential through the
community experience of ensemble learning and
playing. From Pathways classes for young
children to Lifelong Learning programs for
adults, the Wharton Performing Arts School has
a robust musical theater and drama program and
offers both private and group classes for
instruments and voice for all ages and all
abilities. With the belief in the positive and
unifying influence of music and that performing
arts education should be accessible to all people
regardless of their ability to pay, Wharton Arts
offers need-based scholarships.

Wharton Arts is located in Berkeley Heights,
New Providence, and Paterson, NJ and reaches
students from 12 counties. All of Wharton Arts’
extraordinary teaching artists, faculty members,
and conductors hold degrees in their teaching
specialty and have been vetted and trained to
enable our students to achieve their personal best.

COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY

The highest compliment I can receive
is a referral from a satisfied client.

Cell 908-202-1702 ¢ O: 908-233-5555

elizabeth.bataille@gmail.com

209 Central Ave,Westfield, NJ 07090

Top 1% '
® O

REYNOLDS PLUMBING
(908) 276-5367
(201) 666-0003

Elizabeth Bataille

Sales Associate

Cranford, NJ

'E\‘ST 3.,:,, www.reynolds-plumbing.net
19 Lou DiFabio Dan DiFabio
Lic. #4237 Lic. #11749

Residential /| Commercial / Industrial

Al’s Carpentry g
Home Improvements

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall
Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Call: 908.451.2230

Electrical Lic. # 14616
alscarpentry11@aol.com & Plumbing w #6660
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JANUARY SPEAKERS PROGRAM FOR THE SUMMIT AREA OLD GUARD

The Summit Area Old Guard is a social,
educational, and recreational organization that
serves men of retirement age. We meet Tuesdays,
9:30 a.m., at the New Providence Presbyterian
Church located at 1307 Springfield Ave — we
encourage visitation, and all are welcome. Our
motto is “Come for the Programs. Stay for the
Friends.” The organization was founded in 1930.
Our website address is summitoldguard.org.

In January, we will have four speakers:
TUESDAY, JANUARY 6TH: RICHARD LANDER

Shares a deep, personal connection to the Civil
War as the great-grandson of John R. Lander, a
Union soldier. John emigrated from Germany and
enlisted with an Illinois regiment at the
remarkably early age of fourteen, serving for the
entire duration of the war. This military service
instilled a generational interest: members of the
Lander family have continuously studied the
Civil War and maintained membership in the
Sons of the Union Veterans of the Civil War
(SUVCW). In his presentation, Richard will
detail the complex tapestry of events that led to
the conflict, covering the cultural, political,
economic, and military factors at play. Attendees
are encouraged to note the striking parallels
between these historical forces and current
events.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 13TH: DR. DEAN EPPLER

Though the Apollo Program was a
revolutionary 20th-century achievement, many of
its difficulties and successes have faded into

The award-winning Hickory Tree Chorus is
calling singers in the soprano, alto, and contralto
ranges to join their harmonious sisterhood!

Performing in communities throughout
northern and central New Jersey, the chorus
enjoys singing recognizable popular songs -
arranged in rich four-part harmony.

Fresh off their top-scoring performance at the
2025 Sweet Adelines Region 15 competition, the

historical obscurity. Dr. Dean Eppler, a retired
NASA scientist with over 35 years in human
spaceflight, possesses the breadth of experience
to bring the mission into focus. His background
includes Apollo Program history, advanced space
suit engineering, ISS facility development, and
training/selecting astronauts (1990, 1996, and
1998 selections). Dr. Eppler will identify the key
areas of the mission's success and discuss
Apollo’s enduring contributions to human
spaceflight.
TUESDAY, JANUARY 20TH: HOWARD MEYER

A long-time leader in New Jersey volunteer
EMS. He is the past president of the EMS
Council of New Jersey, the country's largest
volunteer squad association, and served as its
volunteer legislative director for over 20 years.
Since 1971, he has served in leadership roles,
including president and chief, across all types of
New Jersey environments—rural, suburban, and
urban. Howard will detail the history and

evolution of the volunteer EMS system,
highlighting its critical importance to the state.
His talk will cover key events and the major
challenges volunteer squads face moving
forward.
TUESDAY, JANUARY 27TH: BOB GULA

The Forgotten Victory Trail explores one of
America's most overlooked Revolutionary
chapters in the brutal campaigns of 1780 in NJ,
when burning towns, secret networks, and fierce
local resistance helped turn the tide of the war.
The Battles of Springfield and Connecticut Farms
in June 1780 were critical in the defense of New
Jersey (and Washington’s forces in Morristown)
and in the weakening of the British Forces ahead
of the Battle of Yorktown. Our speaker will be
Bob Gula, Education Officer —West Fields
Chapter of Sons of the American Revolution
Patriotic Instructor, Sons of Union Veterans of the
Civil War Member and General Society of
Mayflower Descendants.

(above, I-r) Richard Lander, Dr. Eppler, Howard Meyer, Robert Gula

HICKORY TREE CHORUS INVITES ACAPPELLA SINGERS TO OPEN AUDITIONS

chorus has earned a coveted spot in the Harmony
Classic at the 78th Annual Sweet Adelines
International Competition in Columbus, Ohio,
October 2026. Now, they’re building their sound
for the world stage.

Open auditions will be held in Stirling between
6:30-7:00 p.m. on Wednesday evenings in
January 2026 and take less than 10 minutes
(flexible scheduling is available). Singers are

asked to perform a brief acappella song of their
choice. No experience required, just a love of
singing and a desire to grow.

This is more than a chorus—it’s a sisterhood,
a mission, and a moment. Will your voice be part
of it?

For details and to schedule your audition,
email us at info@hickorytreechorus.org or call
908-377-1399.

ngt .—--l-'r'll"r

..||t

(above) The award-winning Hickory Tree Chorus invites you to join the sisterhood. For details and to schedule your audition,
email us at info@hickorytreechorus.org or call 908-377-1399.

Courtesy Photo
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BROOK ARTS CENTER ANNOUNCES IT 2ND
SPEAKEASY SOIREE AND SILENT AUCTION.

The historic Brook Arts Center is proud to
announce its Second Annual Speakeasy Soirée &
Silent Auction, Friday, January 23, 2026, at 7:00
PM. This Roaring *20s—themed evening promises
an unforgettable night of glitz, glamour,
entertainment, and support for one of Somerset
County New Jersey’s, historic landmarks.

Guests will be transported back to the golden
age as they enjoy live music, period-inspired
entertainment, and a lavish buffet.

The evening’s highlight is a silent auction
featuring more than 100 exclusive items,
including a cruise getaway, a Bradford Portraits
gift certificate with a private photo session, a 20-
inch framed wall portrait and luxury hotel stay,
four VIP tickets to Meadowlands Racing with
dinner and winner’s circle photos, designer
handbags, sports memorabilia, dining and spa
packages and so much more.

Tickets are $50 per person or $80 per couple
and include buffet dining, live music, live

entertainment, and a cash bar.

Attendees are encouraged to dress in their
finest 1920s-inspired attire to fully embrace the
spirit of the evening.

The Speakeasy Soirée is the Brook Arts
Center’s largest fundraiser of the year.

As a fully volunteer-run 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization, the Brook Arts Center relies on
community support to continue with the
preservation and restoration of the facility and its
mission of providing high-quality entertainment,
inspiring  creativity, fostering community
partnerships, and nurturing education and growth
through the arts.

Tickets are on sale now through January 16,
2026.

To purchase tickets or learn more, visit
www.brookarts.org.

Reserve your tickets today and be part of a
glamorous night that helps keep the arts alive in
our community.

EDRDIALL"I’ IH‘u’iTES YOU TO OUR

% ANNUAL
SPEAKEASY SOIREE

AlD

SILENT AU(TION
FUNDRAISER

DATE: JAN 23® TIME: 7PM

TICKETS: $50 P/P $80 P/C

APPETIZERS, ENTERTAINMENT
AND CASH BAR

COCKTAIL/BUSINESS ATTIRE

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT

H/\/

BROOKARTS. OF?G

TRY DRY JANUARY

The CDC defines drinking in moderation by
limiting intake to 2 drinks or less in a day for men
or 1 drink or less in a day for women. Heavier
drinking and long-term drinking can increase
physical and mental problems. The concept of
Dry January, wishing to cut down on your alcohol
intake, or simply wanting to begin the new year
with a clean slate by choosing not to drink beer,
wine, or spirits for one month, appeals to
someone who may have noticed a pattern that
they’re drinking a little bit more than they should,
especially during the holidays.

THERE ARE BENEFITS TO DRY JANUARY:
* You’ll get a mood boost.
* You’ll sleep more soundly.
* You might feel less bloated
or even drop a few pounds.
* You’ll save money.
* Your skin might look brighter.
* You’ll have a stronger immune system.
* You’ll feel better in the morning.
* You’ll have a new relationship with alcohol.

A month may seem like a long time, but most
people can be successful. Here are some tips for
a successful Dry January:

Find a substitute non-alcoholic drink. For
social situations, or when you crave a cocktail
after a long day, reach for alcohol-free beverages
like sparkling water, soda, or virgin beverages
(non-alcoholic versions of alcoholic drinks.)

Non-alcoholic beer or wine also is an option,
but some brands still contain up to 0.5% alcohol
by volume, so check the label.

Avoid temptations. Keep alcohol out of your
house. When you are invited to someone’s home,
bring your non-alcoholic drinks with you.

Create a support group. Let friends and family
know about your intentions and encourage them
to keep you accountable. Better yet, enlist
someone to do the challenge with you.

Use the Try Dry app. This free app helps you
track your drinking, set personal goals, and offers
motivational information like calories and money
saved from not drinking. It’s aimed at cutting
back on or cutting out alcohol, depending on your
choices.

Don’t give up. If you slip up, don't feel guilty.
Just begin again the next day.

If you found Dry January to be a positive
experience, why not consider extending it a little
longer or gradually decreasing your alcohol
consumption? Embracing these small changes
could lead to lasting improvements in overall
health and well-being.

Written by Amy Lewis, MPH, MCHES, Health
Educator, Westfield Regional Health Department,
on behalf of the Mayors Wellness Campaign.

1 BUY OLD MOTORCYCLES

All Types - Running or Not
Call or Text Glenn
7132-556-7636
Same Day
Pick-up

We Pay Cash

el
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STATE CANCELS LEGAL NOTICE MANDATE

We rarely ever hear about the government
reducing taxes but it happened this year when
New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy eliminated
the mandate that legal notices must be printed
in a newspaper.

The antiquated mandate is decades old and
the cost for the adverting was paid for by public
funds from municipalities, counties, school
districts, and independent authorities. It was a
lucrative business for the publications and more
recently the majority of their revenue. Without
the mandate the fear in the newspaper industry
was that the publications relying on the legal
advertising income will not survive.

In some cases the majority of content in the
newspaper had been the legal ads. In question
was the criteria for the mandate, i.e., were the
publications meeting the required numbers of

paid subscriptions, and circulation.

The idea of doing away with the mandate,
though practical, was considered political
poison. No lawmaker wanted to be deemed
responsible as the cause for newspapers’
closures and people losing their jobs. During
the Governor Christi administration the Star
Ledger warned that doing away with the
mandates would cause 250 weekly newspapers
to close.

What brought about the change is a
successful lawsuit filed by the County of
Warren which named the Star Ledger and Daily
Record as defendants. The suit may have been
the last straw in the Ledger’s decision to stop
printing the newspaper in January of 2025.

Local governments will now be required to
publish their legal notices on their websites.

FULL COLOR FLYERS / BROCHURES / MENUS

PRINTING & MAILINGTO
EVERY HOME & BUSINESS

Minimum of 10,000 Inscried in Renna Media Newspapers,
PDF artwork supplicd. Call for details and custom orders.

PRINTING
8'/,"x 11" $45 per thousand

Minimum cost is $450. Tri-folding add $15 per thousand.
85" % 117/ full color / 2 sided [/ 601b gloss coated stock

11"x 17"  $85 per thousand
Minimum cost is $850. INCLUDES FOLDING
Quarter-fold or Tri-fold, with coupon tab option.

11"x17 / full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock

INSERTING $55 per thousand

Minimum cost is $350,

= POST CARD $120 per thousand

£8.57x 5/ full color / 2 sided / 9 pt. coated stock

STAND-ALONE EDDM

Artwork / Printing / Mail Prep / Shipping / Postage

All inclusive price: $400 per thousand
ARTWORK $300

per thousand
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JOE RENNA 908-447-1295
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

FULL SERVICE WEBSITE,

SEO, SOCIAL MEDIA, &
ONLINE MARKETING.

MIND YOUR OWN
Lﬁeﬂf, BUSINESS
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WATCH EPISODE 6 OF
RENNA MEDIA PODCAST

BUILD YOUR ONLINE PRESENCE:
NEW DFY* SERVIGE

*DONE FOR YOU - NJLOCALINFO.COM*

Struggling to build your business' online
presence? NJLocallnfo.com offers not only a

powerful, cutting-edge content marketing
service, but also a high quality local directory
to connect you with leads directly.

BOOST YOUR ONLINE VISIBILITY
VISIT NJLOCALINFO.COM

NJLocallnfo.com has developed a two-fold
visibility solution that will allow your business
to quickly and sustainably build organic traffic
in your local market. This is done by
establishing high-quality backlinks to build
site authority, and by promoting your business
directly to customers through their own
directory.

POST A FREE BUSINESS PROFILE
VISIT NJLocalinfo.com

¢ Video Tape Transfers
e DVD & Flash Drive Duplication
¢ High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning

& VIDEO DATA SERVICES® ;

locally owned since 1984

www.vdsnj.com

facebook.com/vdsnj
email: vdsnjira@gmail.com

908-964-4004

406 Chestnut St. e Union, NJ 07083
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Marano & Sons Auto Sales:
Not only do we sell l1ate model pre-owned vehicles,
but we will buy your car!
Any car no matter how old. We will buyout your lease,

payoff your loan, pick it up at your house.

MARANO & SONS

Keeping your car?

Did you know you can purchase an
extended warranty for your vehicle?

- coverage up to 120,000 miles - even if
you did not buy it from Marano & Sons.

Visit our website to value your car

MaranoSonsAuto.com

ations 507-13 South Avenue 908-789-1551

WO lr?;ooda NJ 150 South Avenue 908-789-0555
In Ga Fax 908-789-1792

LOOKING FOR A CAR, TRUCK OR SUV?

Visit our lots or shop at home. Search over 135 vehicles
by Make / Model/ Year/ Color / Body type / Engine specs / etc.

Like us on

Facebook!!! Credit problems? Call us to get you approved!




