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MAILED FREE TO EVERY HOME  
AND BUSINESS IN RAHWAY

JUST IMAGINE! This ad that everyone is reading 
could be promoting your business.  

Mailed to every home and business in 30 towns!
Call Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • Visit RennaMedia.com

BUILD YOUR 
ONLINE 

PRESENCE:  
DFY* SERVICE 
*DONE FOR YOU  
Struggling to build  

your business' 
online presence? 

NJLocalInfo.com offers 
not only a powerful, 
cutting-edge content 

marketing service, but 
also a high quality local 
directory to connect you 

with leads directly. 
POST A FREE 

BUSINESS PROFILE 
VISIT 

NJLOCALINFO.COM

SERVICE PROJECT BENEFITS HOSPITALIZED CHILDREN
Submitted by Dyan McMillen  

Grover Cleveland Elementary School is proud to announce the 
overwhelming success of its recent community service project, a 
collaborative effort with Inspire Youth NJ and Healing Hugs for the annual 
Youth NJ Stuffed Animal Drive. This initiative brought together the entire 
school community to provide comfort and cheer to children spending the 
holidays in the hospital. The school mobilized students, staff, and families 
to collect hundreds of brand-new stuffed animals. The project was 
spearheaded by the Grover Cleveland Student Council, whose members 
dedicated their time and creativity to preparing the gifts. 

The students' involvement went far beyond collection: 
• Personalized Comfort:  

Each gift package included a special coloring page card designed by 
the students. The cards were pre-printed with the heartfelt message: 
"Packed with care by the Grover Cleveland Student Council." 
• Heartfelt Messages:  

Student Council members personalized these cards by writing 
individual, thoughtful messages of encouragement and warmth for the 
recipients. 
• Ready-to-Go Activity:  

To provide immediate engagement, the cards were paired with a small 
handful of crayons and then placed into festive gift-wrap bags along 
with the newly collected stuffed animals. 
• The Final Touch:  

The students took pride in meticulously wrapping and packaging 
every single stuffed animal, ensuring each gift was ready to bring a 
smile to a child's face. 

The finished gift bags were delivered to Inspire Youth NJ, who will 
distribute them through their network, including their partner, Healing 
Hugs, to various local hospitals and pediatric centers. 

School leadership emphasized the valuable lessons in empathy and 
service learned by the students through this drive. 

"The enthusiasm and dedication shown by our students in this project 
is truly inspiring," said Principal Ms. Garvin. "It is critical for our young 
learners to understand the power of giving back and recognizing the needs 
of others in our community. Seeing them carefully select a stuffed animal 
and then write a personalized note proves that their hearts are as big as 
their efforts. This partnership with Inspire Youth NJ and Healing Hugs 
allows our students to be agents of positive change." 

Assistant Principal Ms. Lee-Ellis also highlighted the importance of 
student involvement in character development. 

"This drive was more than just collecting toys; it was a lesson in 
compassion, collaboration, and executive function," added Ms. Lee-Ellis. 
"The Student Council took ownership of every step, from organizing the 
collection to the detailed packaging and wrapping. The personalized card 
component ensures that each gift carries a unique, heartfelt hug from 
Grover Cleveland Elementary. We are incredibly proud of their 

commitment to spreading kindness." 
Grover Cleveland Elementary School looks 

forward to continuing its commitment to 
community service and philanthropic 
partnerships throughout the school year.

(above) Grover Cleveland Elementary School 
Spreads Joy and Comfort to Hospitalized 
Children Through Stuffed Animal Drive

Photos by by Mrs. Septimus



OUR TOWN Rahway • Page 2  • January 2026 

Rahway

Renna Media, LLC, Publishers 
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016 

Our Town Rahway is published by Renna Media. 13,100 newspapers are printed 
monthly and mailed to every business and resident in Rahway, NJ. Although great 
care has been taken to ensure the information contained within is accurate, Renna 
Media assumes no liability for errors or omissions.  

©2025 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced without written consent 
from Renna Media LLC. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone you 
know accomplish something amazing? We are 
interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your 
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

 
ADVERTISING 

Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ Our Town Rahway

STUDENTS HANDS-ON LESSON WITH DEMOCRACY 
Rahway Public Schools 

Students at Franklin School recently brought 
the complexities of New Jersey's election process 
to life by participating in an immersive, hands-on 
voting experience designed to cultivate 
responsible citizenship. 

The educational initiative aimed to demystify 
the election process and emphasize the 
importance of making informed decisions. As 
part of the activity, students conducted in-depth 
research into the simulated platforms of 
gubernatorial candidates, including Jack 

Ciattarelli and Mikie Sherrill. This research 
phase required students to move beyond surface-
level information and evaluate policy stances 
critically. 

The curriculum focused heavily on fostering a 
tangible understanding of civic responsibility. 
Students engaged in dynamic classroom 
discussions and debates where they analyzed the 
implications of each platform, practiced civil 
discourse, and ultimately cast their ballots using 
authentic procedures designed to mirror New 
Jersey’s official voting mechanisms.

Photo by Rahway Public Schools

(above) Franklin School Students Get Hands-On with Democracy in Mock New Jersey Election
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Family Eyecare and Optical

What about a new look for the new year?

EYES ON YOU
1535 Irving Street, Rahway, NJ • RahwayEyeDoctor.com 

732-388-3900 

Dr. M. Williams 
Optometric Physician 

Lic#. 27OA00565300/27OM00062400

• Personalized Vision Care 
• Advanced Technology & Expertise 
• Stylish Eyewear & Contact Lenses
- COMPREHENSIVE EYE EXAMS - CONTACT LENS EXAMS 
- DIABETIC EYE EXAMS - GLAUCOMA MANAGEMENT
INSURANCES: • VSP • Oxford • Aetna • United Health Care 
• Vision Benefits of America • Blue Cross Blue Shield of NJ  
• Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield • Medicare  
• United Healthcare Community Plan • NVA  
• Please call if you do not see your insurance plan listed.

Our Office Hours: 
Mon: 10am to 6pm 
Tues: 10am to 6pm 
Wed: Closed 
Thur: 10am to 6pm 
Fri: 10am to 6pm 
Sat & Sun: Closed 
Late appointments are  
    available by request.

RWJ HOSPITAL DELIVERS MORE THAN 1,000 POUNDS OF FOOD
Rahway Food For Friends 

In every community, there arise institutions 
whose deeds speak in a voice louder than any 
proclamation, and whose service stands firm like 
an oak against the changing seasons. Today, we 
lift our voices in gratitude to Rahway RWJ 
Hospital, whose generosity during this 
Thanksgiving season has astonished, uplifted, and 
fortified the very heart of our community. 

For in this season of reflection—when families 
gather, when hope is rekindled, and when 
gratitude finds its rightful place in our homes—it 
is no small matter that the hospital has bestowed 
upon our neighbors a tremendous gift: more than 
1,000 pounds of food. This remarkable bounty is 
not merely a donation measured in weight; it is a 
symbol of compassion measured in spirit. It is a 
testament to what can be achieved when goodwill 
becomes action, and when service becomes a 
calling rather than an obligation. 

Yet let it be clearly understood: this is not the 
only hour in which Rahway RWJ Hospital shines. 
Their benevolence is not a seasonal occurrence, 
nor an annual gesture performed for ceremony or 
applause. No—throughout the year, in moments 
both triumphant and trying, they emerge again 
and again, steadfast in their mission to uplift, 
nourish, and stand beside the community they 
serve. 

Among the many pillars of this noble effort 
rises the distinguished figure of Ms. Christina 
Manata, whose leadership is marked not by 
fanfare but by tireless, humble devotion. She and 
her dedicated team embody the very essence of 

selfless service. They remind us that courage 
does not always ride forth with the clash of arms; 
often, it moves quietly—in the form of open 
hands, open hearts, and unwavering resolve to 
ease the burdens of others. 

Their efforts, repeated through the months and 
years, form a tapestry of kindness woven into the 
fabric of our community. Whether feeding 
families, supporting local initiatives, or standing 
ready in times of need, the Rahway RWJ 
Hospital team has proven itself not only a 
guardian of health but a guardian of hope. 

In these days, when challenges abound and 

uncertainties trouble the horizon, such steadfast 
allies give us reason to stand tall. Their acts of 
charity remind us that though difficulties may 
surround us, we are never without champions—
and never without the light of human goodness. 

So, with full hearts and profound respect, we 
extend our deepest thanks to Rahway RWJ 
Hospital, to Ms. Christina Manata, and to every 
member of her remarkable team. May their 
example inspire us to serve with the same vigor, 
to give with the same generosity, and to 
believe—steadfastly—that together, we can build 
a better, kinder, and more resilient community.
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ANNUAL WINTER WONDERLAND PARADE

Rahway Pubic Schools 
The Rahway community celebrated the start of 

the holiday season on Friday, November 28, 
2025, as members of the 8th Grade Band 
successfully joined the esteemed Rahway High 
School (RHS) Marching Band for the beloved 
annual Winter Wonderland Parade in Downtown 
Rahway. 

The event transformed the area around City 
Hall Plaza into a festive musical stage, featuring 
various local groups performing before the 
procession. The 8th-grade musicians proudly 
marched and performed alongside the high school 
band, delivering a spirited rendition of the classic 
holiday tune, "We Wish You a Merry Christmas." 
Students were successful in playing their 
instruments while marching, a skill they honed 
during rehearsals leading up to the parade. 

The evening followed a schedule of events 
centered around City Hall. For approximately 1 
hour the bands were staged in front of the 

Christmas tree and City Hall, where they 
performed for the gathering crowd. 

The highlight of the evening was the parade, 
which kicked off around 6:00 p.m. Following the 
march, the celebration culminated with the 
official Christmas Tree Lighting ceremony led by 
Santa Claus, delighting all in attendance. 

Leading up to the event, the 8th-grade 
participants diligently attended rehearsals in the 
High School Band Room, focusing on their 
music and parade marching techniques. 

This annual collaboration provided an 
invaluable experience for the younger students, 
successfully bridging the gap between the middle 
school and high school music programs in a 
memorable community celebration. 
ABOUT RAHWAY PUBLIC SCHOOLS FINE ARTS:  

The Rahway Fine Arts Department is 
committed to providing comprehensive 
instruction and performance opportunities for 
students across all grade levels.

ACADEMY'S CARING 
CORNER FOOD PANTRY

Rahway Public Schools 
Thanks to generous donations secured through 

Donors Choose, Mrs. Lauren Reeves, 
Instructional Technology Coach at Rahway 
Academy, opened the Caring Corner Food Pantry 
to support students facing food insecurity. Ms. 
Merkel's class helped tremendously with shelving 
and organizing the incoming donations. 

Students are welcome to stop by the Caring 
Corner discreetly for a food and care package, 
available both at the start and end of the school 
day. The pantry offers essential items like canned 
goods, cereal, rice, and juice, along with personal 
hygiene necessities such as toothbrushes, 
deodorant, and laundry detergent. 

Mrs. Reeves is driven by the belief that every 
student deserves to focus on their education 
without the stress of wondering where their next 
meal will come from or if they can wash their 
uniform. By providing these critical supports, the 
initiative aims to remove barriers and reduce any 
stigma, helping students become better scholars 
and more confident citizens within the Rahway 
Academy community.

(above) The Caring Corner Food Pantry

Photo by Rahway Public Schools
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SAY GOODBYE 
  TO KNEE 
    & JOINT PAIN 
      WITHOUT 
        RADIATION 

Introducing RADIATION FREE KNEE INJECTIONS 
Under Ultrasound Guidance

Why Do You Need It?  
 
• You have knee pain that's so bad  

it interferes with everyday life.  
 
• You have tried nonsurgical treatments  

for several weeks or months and your  
symptoms have not improved.  

 
Benefits of Viscosupplementation  
 
• No pain from the injection  
• No recovery time  
• Quick results  
• No radiation 

Ask us about Viscosupplementation  
 
Viscosupplementation is a non-invasive, FDA-approved treatment proven 
effective for Osteoarthritis and other types of pain.  
 
Viscosupplementation is a procedure n which a gel-like fluid called 
hyaluronic acid is injected into the knee joint. Hyaluronic acid is a natu-
rally occurring substance found in joint fluid, acting as a lubricant to en-
able smooth bone movement and absorb shock when  
needed; Because people with osteoarthritis have a lower than normal con-
centration of hyaluronic acid in their joints, viscosupplementation is an ex-
cellent therapeutic option for these individuals.  
 
Viscosupplementation is a high-tech answer for all those who think that 
surgery, dietary supplements, and prescription medication are the only 
options for eliminating knee pain. In fact, this new treatment enables most 
people to get back to enjoying everyday activities in a matter of weeks. 
Treatment is covered by most major health insurance plans, including 
Medicare. 

If you answered "yes" to any of these questions,  
there's good news: NORTHEAST SPINE  
AND SPORTS MEDICINE can offer the relief  
you need to save a life free of knee pain. 

Do You Experience: 
• Joint pain or tenderness?  
• Joint stiffness after a period of inactivity  

or when you first wake up?  
• Loss of flexibility?  
• Grating sensation when you move?  
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ESTATES ROADSHOW BUYING EVENTS

Highest  
   Cash Offer 
     on the Spot!ADD 20% 

TOWARD YOUR SALE 
WITH THIS COUPON!

JANUARY 2025 SHOW 
@ CLARK HOLIDAY INN!! 

Don’t Miss Out! 
We Pay the Most! 

Instant Verbal Quotes!

No Appointment Necessary. • FREE Appraisals • FREE Admission

EstatesRoadshow.com 

36 Valley Road, Clark, NJ

Gold Is At An All Time High NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL 

GOLD EXCEEDS $4,000 PER OUNCE!!!

* Limit 1 Per Customer. Visit us at a show with this coupon for more details.  
This Coupon must be presented at the start of the transaction. Other restrictions  
may apply. All prices subject to market fluctuation. Offers Subject to Condition  

& Presentation. Please Bring All Appropriate Boxes & Paper Work.

Speak to the company’s owner: Marshall Smoller: 609-781-6559

WATCHES 
- Rolex 
- Cartier 
- Patek Philippe 
- Pocket Watches

BUYING ALL STERLING SILVER 
- Silverware 
- Trays 
- 925 Jewelry 
- All Sterling Silver

BUYING ALL COINS 
- Gold Coins 
- Gold Eagles 
- Proof Sets 
- Kreugerrands 
- Buffalos 
- US Silver Coins Pre-64 
- Morgan/Peace Dollars

BUYING ALL GOLD 
- Gold Necklaces 
- Gold Earrings 
- Gold Rings 
- Gold Bracelets 
- Gold Pendants 
- Gold Charms 
- Gold Watches

BUYING ALL DIAMONDS 
- Wedding Rings 
- Loose Diamonds 
- Diamond Jewelry 
- Engagement Rings

JAN 19th TO 23rd 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

CLARK HOLIDAY INN

SILVER 
NOW $50 
PER OZ!
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ESTATES ROADSHOW BUYING EVENTS

Highest  
   Cash Offer 
     on the Spot!ADD 20% 

TOWARD YOUR SALE 
WITH THIS COUPON!

TWO WEEKS IN JANUARY 
@ KENILWORTH HOTEL!! 

Don’t Miss Out! 
We Pay the Most! 

Instant Verbal Quotes!

No Appointment Necessary. • FREE Appraisals • FREE Admission

EstatesRoadshow.com 

60 S 31st Street, Kenilworth, NJ

Gold Is At An All Time High NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL 

GOLD EXCEEDS $4,000 PER OUNCE!!!

* Limit 1 Per Customer. Visit us at a show with this coupon for more details.  
This Coupon must be presented at the start of the transaction. Other restrictions  
may apply. All prices subject to market fluctuation. Offers Subject to Condition  

& Presentation. Please Bring All Appropriate Boxes & Paper Work.

Speak to the company’s owner: Marshall Smoller: 609-781-6559

WATCHES 
- Rolex 
- Cartier 
- Patek Philippe 
- Pocket Watches

BUYING ALL STERLING SILVER 
- Silverware 
- Trays 
- 925 Jewelry 
- All Sterling Silver

BUYING ALL COINS 
- Gold Coins 
- Gold Eagles 
- Proof Sets 
- Kreugerrands 
- Buffalos 
- US Silver Coins Pre-64 
- Morgan/Peace Dollars

BUYING ALL GOLD 
- Gold Necklaces 
- Gold Earrings 
- Gold Rings 
- Gold Bracelets 
- Gold Pendants 
- Gold Charms 
- Gold Watches

BUYING ALL DIAMONDS 
- Wedding Rings 
- Loose Diamonds 
- Diamond Jewelry 
- Engagement Rings

FIVE DAYS A WEEK 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 
JAN 5th TO 9th 

AND 
JAN 19th TO 23rd

10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

KENILWORTH HOTEL

SILVER 
NOW $50 
PER OZ!
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CAN SELL YOUR HOUSE 
YOURSELF?  

For That, Call: 908-463-2089 
E-mail: fsbowner49@gmail.com 

Advisory Consultants, Edison, NJ 08817 
Initial Consultation is FREE!

YES. $$$$ 
YOU CAN!

All you need is a little  
help to point you in  
the right direction.

SENIOR CITIZENS CHRISTMAS PARTY
The City of Rahway treated seniors to a 

fabulous Christmas party luncheon held at the 
Community center on December 10, 2025.  

A DJ had seniors dancing with Santa who was 
later available for individual photos. Also, there 
was a photo booth, and other attractions.
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Registrations for the 2026-2027 
academic year are now being accepted 
• Faith-based environment 
• Early Childhood Program  

Pre K3 & Pre K4 (Full & Half Day) 
• Full Day academically based  

Kindergarten 
• Primary, Elementary,  

and Middle School curriculums  
• Controlled class size 
• Average 16:1 student-teacher ratio  
• Chromebooks for grades 2-8 
• Before and after care programs  

are available daily on site  
• Member of the National Catholic  

Education Association (NCEA) 
• Accredited by the Middle States  

Association Commission  
on Elementary Schools

OPEN HOUSE SCHEDULE 
Thursday, January 22, 2026 

7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 
Sunday, January 25, 2026 

11:00 pm - 1:30 pm 
PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
PLEASE CALL 
(908) 276-9425 

100 Alden Street, Cranford, NJ 
www.smscranford.com 
E-Mail: saint.michael@verizon.net

CELEBRATING ALMOST 100 YEARS 
OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 

#SMS STRONG 

LOST DOG
$2,500 REWARD 

The dog was originally lost in Fanwood 
but has been seen in Scotch Plains,  

Westfield, Fanwood and most recently  
Plainfield/North Plainfield. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CALL 908-370-1903

BROOK ARTS CENTER ANNOUNCES IT 2ND 
SPEAKEASY SOIREE AND SILENT AUCTION.

The historic Brook Arts Center is proud to 
announce its Second Annual Speakeasy Soirée & 
Silent Auction, Friday, January 23, 2026, at 7:00 
PM. This Roaring ’20s–themed evening promises 
an unforgettable night of glitz, glamour, 
entertainment, and support for one of Somerset 
County New Jersey’s, historic landmarks.  

Guests will be transported back to the golden 
age as they enjoy live music, period-inspired 
entertainment, and a lavish buffet.  

The evening’s highlight is a silent auction 
featuring more than 100 exclusive items, 
including a cruise getaway, a Bradford Portraits 
gift certificate with a private photo session, a 20-
inch framed wall portrait and luxury hotel stay, 
four VIP tickets to Meadowlands Racing with 
dinner and winner’s circle photos, designer 
handbags, sports memorabilia, dining and spa 
packages and so much more. 

Tickets are $50 per person or $80 per couple 
and include buffet dining, live music, live 

entertainment, and a cash bar.  
Attendees are encouraged to dress in their 

finest 1920s-inspired attire to fully embrace the 
spirit of the evening. 

The Speakeasy Soirée is the Brook Arts 
Center’s largest fundraiser of the year.  

As a fully volunteer-run 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization, the Brook Arts Center relies on 
community support to continue with the 
preservation and restoration of the facility and its 
mission of providing high-quality entertainment, 
inspiring creativity, fostering community 
partnerships, and nurturing education and growth 
through the arts. 

Tickets are on sale now through January 16, 
2026. 

To purchase tickets or learn more, visit 
www.brookarts.org. 

 Reserve your tickets today and be part of a 
glamorous night that helps keep the arts alive in 
our community.
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RAHWAY IN THE REVOLUTION – A CHRONOLOGY  (PART I)  
APRIL 19, 1775 – JULY 4, 1776 

Submitted by Al Shipley, City Historian and Rahway Library Research Consultant

Note: In observance of America’s 
Semiquincentennial, this article will highlight the 
events of the early revolutionary period in 
Rahway and how they affected the people who 
lived here.  This is the first in a series that will 
run through most of 2026 in observance of the 
250th anniversary of the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence and our 
Revolutionary War.  

The Colonial hostility towards the British and 
their king that had been heating up in the 1760s 
and 1770s finally reached a boiling point on the 
greens of Lexington and Concord on April 19, 
1775.  As accounts of the event spread through 
the colonies, both the colonial militias and the 
British Army began preparing for war.  On June 
15, just two months after the first shots were fired 
at Lexington, the Continental Congress appointed 
George Washington of Virginia to serve as the 
Commanding General of the newly formed 
American Army.  Two days later, this ragtag army 
in name only stood up against the British regulars 
at the Battle of Bunker Hill.  By October, the 
Congress made a request to the members of New 
Jersey’s Provincial Congress asking them to raise 
two battalions of Continental troops. The pieces 
were quickly falling into place for a war that 

would end with the creation of a new nation. 
By the time news reached the Rahway area 

that the disagreements of the past fifteen years 
had turned to war, most residents were firmly set 
in their convictions.  The rebels were inspired by 
the possibility of independence.  Those loyal to 
the Crown, or Tories as they would become 
known were British sympathizers who were 
content living under British rule.  The location 
of the village of Rahway had much to do with 
creating a tense environment.  Positioned 
between the loyalist communities of 
Woodbridge, Perth Amboy and Staten Island, to 
the south and east, and Elizabethtown, Westfield, 
Scotch Plains, and Connecticut Farms (Union) 
to the north and west, the residents had been 
compelled to choose sides.  Also, being situated 
on the main road between British based New 
York City and rebel controlled Philadelphia there 
was no way to remain neutral.  This was a 
strategically important area and a place where 
life would become extremely difficult for the 
local inhabitants. 

There are many accounts of loyalists harassing 
the rebels and stories of rebels destroying homes 
and property vacated by loyalist neighbors.  
Most loyalists found it advantageous to leave the 
area and many would supply information 
regarding rebel leaders, their homes and farms.  
Such information greatly aided British soldiers 
who were billeted in Middlesex County when 
they made foraging raids to ransack rebel homes 
and their well-stocked barns. The raids were so 
frequent that roads in and out of Rahway had to 
be patrolled by horsemen who would sound an 
alarm when a raid was suspected.  In addition, 
when the British were in control of the area, 
which was not uncommon in this volatile area, 
they used rebel homes to house their soldiers. 

Any loyalist who remained in Rahway was 

subject to abuse.  It was common practice for the 
rebels to confiscate loyalist property and 
unceremoniously remove the Tories from their 
land.  In one instance, a young loyalist was 
awakened by several armed men and forcibly 
taken from his bed.  When finally released by his 
captors, he found himself stranded on a tract of 
strange farmland some 30 miles away.  He 
eventually made his way back but found his large 
home had been converted into a barrack for rebel 
soldiers.  With nowhere to call home and with 
revenge in his heart, he settled in Middlesex 
County and soon after enlisted in the British 
army.  Such acts of terror - leveled by both sides 
- would continue throughout the war. 

By the end of 1775, the local militia had grown 
to over 200 men and on February 29 of the next 
year, all New Jersey “Minutemen” were 
commanded to incorporate with local militia 
groups.  Rahway was now “officially” in the 
struggle. 

Rahway residents along with others living in 
the New Jersey colony participated in an 
important election on June 22, 1776 when 
Abraham Clark, John Hart, Richard Stockton, 
Francis Hopkinson, and Jonathan Witherspoon 
were selected to represent the colony as delegates 
to the Continental Congress.  The five men were 
sent to Philadelphia with instructions to support 
any vote to approve a declaration that supported 
independence. 

Two weeks later, on July 4, 1776, members of 
Congress took the bold step of adopting the 
Declaration of Independence.  The 56 brave men 
who would sign the document, in addition to the 
brave men and women living in each of the 
thirteen colonies, were now united, pledging their 
lives and all their possessions to fight for liberty. 

(Coming in the February issue of Our Town – 
“A Closer Look at the Declaration”)

(above) Map showing the positions of American and British Armies (black rectangles) in 
November of  1776. Note location of Spank Town (Rahway to left of Staten Island).

LIBRARY EVENTS
ADULT & TEEN PROGRAMS  

"Then and Now" feature film:  
A Star is Born (1954) 

Friday, January 2nd at noon  
 in the Library Auditorium. 
Meet us for Crotchet Club 

Monday, January 6 & 27 at 6:00 p.m.  
in the Library Discovery Studio. Bring your 

own projects or learn a new pattern! 
Recommended for ages 16 +. 

Live music featuring Pork Roll Stompers 
Monday, January 12 at 6:00 p.m. 

in the Library Cafe 
f  Open to the public and free to attend.  

"Spilling ALL the TEA!"  
Saturday, January 17th at 2:00 p.m.  

tea tasting and talk in the Library Cafe. 
Teens! Discovery Studio 

Join us Wednesday, January 21 at 4:00 p.m. 
in the Discovery Studio for some relaxation 
with coloring sheets, hot cocoa, and cookies. 

Plus, create a shrinky dink design to complete at 
home! For ages 13-17 only. 

"Then and Now" feature film: A Star is Born 
(2018) 

Friday, January 23rd at noon 
in the Library Auditorium. 

Saturday Afternoon Color & Tea 
January 24 at 2:00 p.m.  

in the Discovery Studio.  For ages 16+ and no 
registration is required. 

"Making Money Monday" 
Monday, January 26th at 6:00 p.m. 

financial literacy forum in the Library 
Auditorium.
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(above) Past President of The Rahway Garden 
Club, James Keane, has been researching and 

answering garden questions since 1995.  
Visit 'Keane Gardener' blog at: 

keanegardener.blogspot.com

WINTER BIRD FEEDING - WATER
Winter bird feeding is an extremely popular 

hobby with Americans spending millions of 
dollars every year on seed and feeders to attract 
wild birds to our gardens, for easy and fun 
viewing throughout the harsh winter months.   

Many bird hobbyists set up separate feeding 
stations with different seeds to attract their 
favorite birds. Union County has a large park 
system which means we also attract a lot of 
different birds and wildlife. It is much easier to 
attract a pair of Cardinals or a Red Bellied 
Woodpecker to your garden than you can 
imagine. 

Surprisingly many of us forget the most 
important element that every living creature 
needs for survival, water. When birdbaths, lakes 
and streams are frozen, finding a source of 
drinking water can be nearly impossible for 
overwintering birds.     

Luckily for us, modern technology has created 
a way we can help our feathered friends find 
water during the harsh northeast winters. Electric 
birdbath heaters will keep your water defrosted 
and available for birds when they need it most. 

Available at garden centers, farm supply stores 
and online, birdbath heaters are gaining 
popularity. All you need is a sturdy birdbath, an 
electric outlet and an extension cord. 

When you set up your birdbath it is important 

FREE - ALL WELCOME 
THURSDAY EVENING, 7-8 pm - Jan. 15, 2026 

Merchants & Drovers Tavern Museum 
1062 ST. Georges Ave, Rahway, NJ 07065

(above) Bird Bath

to take a few details into consideration. First of 
all you want a good view from a window for easy 
viewing. Secondly, keep the birdbath close by for 
easy access when it needs to be refilled during 
snowy weather. Most importantly birds need 
protection from predators, in our area those are 
mainly birds of prey and cats. Select a spot where 
birds can quickly flee from an attacking hawk, 
but not so close to shrubs that cats can hide in 
them for attack. 

Many people freak out when they witness a 
hawk strike. It’s even more shocking to see it 
happen in your own garden. We have to 
remember native birds of prey are a major part of 
the food chain and the circle of life.  

According to the Audubon Society, hawk 
strikes are only successful less than forty percent 
of the time. This helps to cull the weak and older 
birds which are least likely to survive the winter.   

Most importantly, the benefits of feeding birds 
outweigh the dangers by birds of prey. Hawks, 
eagles and scavengers play an important role in 
our environment. 

Although many birds will only visit for a 
drink, starlings happily jump in the water to take 
a bath during a winter storm event. Even those 
folks that don't like starlings will still enjoy 
watching them frolic, jumping in and out of the 
water while wildly flapping their wings to bathe 
and dry off. Starlings are unpopular at bird 
feeders because they appear in large aggressive 
flocks and scare smaller birds away.  

Since birds come in many different sizes, a 
stone placed in the bath creates levels for the 
smaller birds to drink water. I use this stone to 
keep the heater anchored in the center of the 
bath.  

Whenever possible such as a nice winter day 
turn your bath over to empty it out. Even in 
winter it is important to keep your bird bath as 
clean as possible and filled with fresh water. I 
keep a jug of water ready so the chemicals can 
dissipate.  

Enjoy your garden all year long, 

James
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We Mail 200,000 Newspapers 
  to Every Home & Business 
    in 30 Towns!

Advertise  in any  number of towns

Joe Renna 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPERS RATE SHEET 

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

We print Full Color 
2-Sided, Flyers and 

Menus that get inserted 
into the newspapers, 
and mailed to every 

home and business in 
Town for as low  

as $100 per thousand.
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We rarely ever hear about the government 
reducing taxes but it happened this year when 
New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy eliminated 
the mandate that legal notices must be printed 
in a newspaper. 

The antiquated mandate is decades old and 
the cost for the adverting was paid for by public 
funds from municipalities, counties, school 
districts, and independent authorities. It was a 
lucrative business for the publications and more 
recently the majority of their revenue. Without 
the mandate the fear in the newspaper industry 
was that the publications relying on the legal 
advertising income will not survive. 

In some cases the majority of content in the 
newspaper had been the legal ads. In question 
was the criteria for the mandate, i.e., were the 
publications meeting the required numbers of 

paid subscriptions, and circulation. 
The idea of doing away with the mandate, 

though practical, was considered political 
poison. No lawmaker wanted to be deemed 
responsible as the cause for newspapers’ 
closures and people losing their jobs. During 
the Governor Christi administration the Star 
Ledger warned that doing away with the 
mandates would cause 250 weekly newspapers 
to close. 

What brought about the change is a 
successful lawsuit filed by the County of 
Warren which named the Star Ledger and Daily 
Record as defendants. The suit may have been 
the last straw in the Ledger’s decision to stop 
printing the newspaper in January of 2025. 

Local governments will now be required to 
publish their legal notices on their websites.

STATE CANCELS LEGAL NOTICE MANDATE

WATCH EPISODE 6 OF 
RENNA MEDIA PODCAST

BUILD YOUR ONLINE PRESENCE:  
NEW DFY* SERVICE 
*DONE FOR YOU - NJLOCALINFO.COM* 

Struggling to build your business' online 
presence? NJLocalInfo.com offers not only a 
powerful, cutting-edge content marketing 
service, but also a high quality local directory 
to connect you with leads directly. 

BOOST YOUR ONLINE VISIBILITY 
VISIT NJLOCALINFO.COM 

NJLocalInfo.com has developed a two-fold 
visibility solution that will allow your business 
to quickly and sustainably build organic traffic 
in your local market. This is done by 
establishing high-quality backlinks to build 
site authority, and by promoting your business 
directly to customers through their own 
directory. 
POST A FREE BUSINESS PROFILE 

VISIT NJLocalinfo.com 

a u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile 
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall  

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical 
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Electrical Lic. # 14616  
& Plumbing w #8660

RENNA MEDIA
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870 ST. GEORGES AVE. 
(RT. 27) RAHWAY, NJ 07065 
email: wittyswines@gmail.com

Witty’s 
Fine Wine and Liquors

ORDER ONLINE AT  
www.wittyswine.com  

732-381-6776 

PICK-UP CURBSIDE

ORDER ONLINE AT  
www.metroliquors.com 

908-925-1770 
PICK-UP CURBSIDE 

OR DELIVERY

Visit our facebook page for news of next tasting event: 
facebook.com/metrolinden

We specialize in hard to find items 
and custom orders, just ask!

15% OFF 
Any purchase of  

12 bottles of wine 
Restriction apply.  

Coupons not valid on sale items.

10% OFF 
Any purchase of  
6 bottles of wine 

Restriction apply.  
Coupons not valid on sale items.

WHISKY 
Ballantine ........................................1.75L ...................... $30.99 
Buchanan's 12yrs old ......................750ml...................... $29.99 
Buchanan's 12yrs old ......................1.75L ...................... $57.99 
Bushmill's Irish ...............................1.75L ...................... $46.99 
Chivas Regal....................................750 ml..................... $31.99 
Chivas Regal....................................1.75L ...................... $62.99  
Chivas Regal 18 yrs old ..................750 ml..................... $82.99 
Crown Royal ....................................750ml...................... $29.99 
Crown Royal ....................................1.75L ...................... $50.99  
Dewars 12 yrs old............................750ml...................... $26.99 
Dewars 12 yrs old............................1.75L ...................... $47.99  
Dewars White Label ........................750 ml..................... $20.99 
Dewars White Label ........................1.75L ...................... $33.99  
Gentleman Jack ...............................750ml...................... $29.99 
Gentleman Jack ...............................1.75L ...................... $52.99  
Glenmorangie 12 yrs old .................750ml...................... $46.99 
Glenlivet 12 yrs old .........................750 ml..................... $56.99 
Glenlivet 12 yrs old .........................1.75L .................... $104.99  
Grants ..............................................750ml...................... $15.99 
Grants ..............................................1.75L ...................... $25.99  
Jack Daniels ....................................750ml...................... $27.99 
Jack Daniels ....................................1.75L ...................... $48.99  
Jack Daniels Fire.............................750ml...................... $27.99 
Jack Daniels Fire.............................1.75L ...................... $48.99  
Jameson ..........................................750ml...................... $29.99 
Jameson ..........................................1.75L ...................... $58.99  
Jim Beam Whisky ............................1.75L ...................... $32.99 
Johhnie Walker Blue .......................750ml.................... $176.99 
Johhnie Walker Blue .......................1.75L .................... $419.99  
Johnnie Walker Black......................750ml...................... $29.99 
Johnnie Walker Black......................1.75L ...................... $59.99  
Johnnie Walker Double Black .........750ml...................... $35.99 
Johnnie Walker Red ........................750ml...................... $19.99 
Johnnie Walker Red ........................1.75L ...................... $33.99  
Macallan 12yrs old (double cask) ...750ml...................... $74.99 
Makers Mark....................................750ml...................... $29.99 
Makers Mark....................................1.75L ...................... $56.99 
  

GIN 
Beefeater .........................................1.75L ...................... $36.99 
Bombay Saphire ..............................1.75L ...................... $39.99 
Seagram's gin .................................1.75L ...................... $24.99 
Tanqueray ........................................750ml ..................... $22.99 
Tanqueray ........................................1.75L ...................... $38.99 
 

COGNAC & BRANDY 
Courvoisier V.S. ..............................750ml...................... $30.99 
Courvoisier V.S. ..............................1.75L ...................... $59.99  
Remy Martin V.S.O.P. .....................750ml...................... $44.99 
Remy Martin V.S.O.P. .....................1.75L ...................... $99.99 
 

CORDIALS 
Bailey's Irish Cream ........................1.75L ...................... $47.99  
Duggan’s Irish Cream ......................1.75L ...................... $32.99  
Kahlua..............................................1.75L ...................... $45.99  
Krupnik.............................................750ml...................... $20.99 
Licor 43............................................750ml...................... $28.99 
Licor 43............................................1.75L ...................... $45.99  

VODKA 
Absolut (regular)..............................750ml...................... $17.99 
Absolut (regular)..............................1.75L ...................... $29.99  
Belvedere Organic Vodka ................1L ........................... $39.99 
Belvedere Organic Vodka ................1.75L ...................... $46.99  
Ciroc (all types) ...............................750ml...................... $29.99 
Ciroc (all types) ...............................1.75L ...................... $57.99  
Finlandia..........................................750ml...................... $16.99 
Finlandia..........................................1.75L ...................... $28.99  
Grey Goose ......................................750ml...................... $25.99 
Grey Goose ......................................1.75L ...................... $39.99  
Ketel One .........................................750ml...................... $19.99 
Ketel One .........................................1.75L ...................... $39.99 
Luksusowa Vodka ............................1.75L ...................... $25.99  
Pinnacle (all types)..........................750ml...................... $11.99 
Pinnacle (80 proof) .........................1.75L ...................... $17.99  
Skyy .................................................1.75L ...................... $21.99 
Sobieski ...........................................750ml...................... $12.99 
Sobieski ...........................................1.75L ...................... $19.99  
Stolichnaya (all types).....................1.75L ...................... $30.99 
Tanqueray Sterling ..........................750ml...................... $19.99 
Tanqueray Sterling ..........................1.75L ...................... $30.99  
Three Olives (all types) ...................1L ........................... $19.99 
Tito’s Vodka .....................................1.75L ...................... $31.99 

RUM 
Bacardi Light & Gold .......................750ml...................... $13.99 
Bacardi Light & Gold .......................1.75L ...................... $20.99  
Captain Morgan Spice .....................1.75L ...................... $27.99 
Malibu..............................................750ml...................... $16.99 
Malibu..............................................1.75L ...................... $25.99   

TEQUILA 
Cantera Negra Coffee Tequila .........750ml ..................... $29.99  
Deleon Blanco Tequila ....................750ml...................... $37.99 
Patron Silver....................................750ml...................... $44.99 
Patron Silver....................................1.75L ...................... $81.99 
Suave Lunar Tequila........................750ml ................... $117.99  

BEER 
Becks (12oz) ................................... 24pk....................... $29.99 
Blue Moon ....................................... 24pk ...................... $36.49  
Bud and Bud Lite cans ..................... 30pk ...................... $27.99  
Bud and Bud Lite loose bottles ........ 24pk ...................... $24.99  
Coors Lite (24oz) cans..................... 12pk ...................... $19.99 
Coors Lite/Miller Lite loose bottles . 24pk ...................... $24.99  
Coors Lite/Miller Lite ...................... 30pk....................... $27.99  
Corona/Corona Lite loose bottles .... 24pk ...................... $32.99  
Dab (16oz) cans ............................... 24pk ...................... $28.99  
Founders All Day IPA....................... 15pk ...................... $17.49  
Heineken/Heineken Lite bottles ...... 24pk ...................... $32.99  
Land Shark....................................... 24pk ...................... $30.49  
Modelo Especial cans...................... 24pk ...................... $30.99 
Pabst Blue Ribbon cans................... 30pk ...................... $24.99  
Pilsner Urquell ................................ 24pk ...................... $35.99  
Sam Adams Boston Lager .............. 24pk ...................... $37.99 
Stella Artois loose bottles................ 24pk ...................... $32.99  
Super Bock....................................... 24pk....................... $34.99 
Tarczyn (16oz) cans ......................... 24pk ...................... $27.99  
Yuengling Lager bottles................... 24pk ...................... $23.99  
Zywiec (11.2oz) .............................. 24pk ...................... $21.99 

ABC prices prevail other prices, limited to store inventory.  
Not responsible for typographical errors.  

Prices may vary.

“Cold or warm Beer = Same Price” 
“Visit the store for more In-Store Specials!”

Like us on Facebook: Facebook.com/metrolinden and Facebook.com/wittyswines
Hours: Mon. thru Wed. 9am - 9pm, Thur. - Sat. 9am - 10pm, Sun. 10am - 7pm

1179 WEST ST. GEORGES AVE. 
(RT. 27) LINDEN, NJ 07036 

email: metroliquors@gmail.com

TWO 
LOCATIONS

q t y ]

WINE 
Bartenura Moscato ...................................750ml............. $12.99 
Barone Fini Pinot Grigio ..........................750ml............. $10.99 
Bell Adagio Pinot Grigio ..........................1.5L ............... $11.99 
Beringer White Zinfandel.........................750ml ............ $  6.99 
Beringer White Zinfandel.........................1.5L ............... $10.99  
Black Box (All Types)...............................3L .................. $19.99 
Carnivor Cabernet Sauvignon...................750ml............. $10.99 
Casal Garcia Vinho Verde ........................1L .................. $  6.99 
Cavit (All Types) ......................................1.5L ............... $16.99 
Clos du Bois Chardonnay ........................1.5 L .............. $19.99 
Dom Perignon...........................................750ml........... $239.99 
Dreaming Tree (All Types).......................750ml............. $13.99 
Ecco Domani Pinot Grigio........................750ml............. $11.99 
Freixenet Brut, Extra, Extra Dry..............750ml............. $11.99 
Gato Negro (All Types) ............................1.5L ............... $  8.99 
Gratsi Red, Rose, White ...........................3L .................. $34.99 
Intertwined Cabernet Sauvignon..............750ml............. $19.99 
Joseph Carr Cabernet Sauvignon.............750ml............. $21.99 
Kendall Jackson Vintners Chardonnay ....750ml............. $13.99 
Kim Crawford Sauvignon Blanc ..............750ml............. $13.99 
La Forge Cabernet ....................................750ml............. $10.99  
Louis Jadot Beaujolais Villages ..............750ml............. $14.99 
Louis Jadot Pouilly Fuisse ......................750ml............. $27.99 
Martini & Rossi Asti ................................750ml............. $12.97 
Menage a Trois Red .................................750ml............. $10.99 
Mi Amore Red...........................................750ml............. $  8.99 
Moet Imperial Champagne.......................750ml............. $46.99 
Noble Wine 337, 667................................750ml............. $11.99 
Papi (All Types) .......................................1.5L ............... $11.99 
Ruffino Chianti .........................................1.5L ............... $15.99 
Ruffino Tan label  ....................................750ml............. $19.99 
Santa Margerita Pinot Grigio...................750ml............. $22.09 
Silver Oak Alexander Valley Cabernet ....750ml........... $115.99 
Simi Chardonnay......................................750ml............. $13.99 
Woodbridge (All Types) ..........................1.5L ............... $12.49

Hours: Mon. thru Sat. 9am - 10pm, Sun: 11am - 8pm


