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BUILD YOUR
ONLINE
PRESENCE:

DFY* SERVIGE

*DONE FOR YOU

Struggling to build
your business'
online presence?
NJLocallnfo.com offers
not only a powerful,
cutting-edge content
marketing service, but
also a high quality local
directory to connect you
with leads directly.

POST A FREE
BUSINESS PROFILE
VISIT
NJLOCALINFO.COM
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17TH ANNUAL TURKEY TROT RAISES OVER $35,000

The 17th Annual Chatham Turkey Trot once again brought
the community together on Thanksgiving morning for a 1
Mile Family Fun Run and USA Track & Field certified SK
Race through the scenic Highlands section of Chatham
Township, NJ. This year’s event raised more than $35,000,
bringing the race’s total fundraising since inception to over
$365,000. The event was dedicated to the memory of Kevin
Myler, a devoted father, friend, and neighbor who passed
away unexpectedly earlier this month.

“There is nothing quite like the energy in Chatham on
Thanksgiving morning, when families, friends, and
neighbors fill the streets to run, cheer, and give back,” said
Curt Ritter, Founder & President of The Chatham Turkey
Trot. “This year's race was dedicated to honoring the
memory of our friend and neighbor, Kevin Myler, and we

are proud to have raised more than $35,000 to support first
responders, diabetes research and education, and veterans. It
is this spirit of generosity and community that truly defines
the Turkey Trot.”
ABOUT THE CHATHAM TURKEY TROT

The Chatham Turkey Trot organizes and hosts the annual
Chatham Turkey Trot, a 1 Mile Family Fun Run and 5K Race
in which runners race through the scenic Highlands section
of Chatham Township, NJ on Thanksgiving Day. Since 2009,
The Chatham Turkey Trot has raised more than $365,000 for
the Chatham Township Volunteer Fire Department, the
Chatham Emergency Squad, Chatham Township PBA #170,
the Diabetes Research Institute, The Barton Center for
Diabetes Education, and Tunnel to Towers. Like us on
Facebook or visit us at TheChathamTurkeyTrot.org
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5K RACE WINNERS:

Male:

Sam Ellis — 16:47
Female:

Lee Anne Powers — 20.32,
Boy:

James Koscielniak - 20:00
Girl:

Madeline Lupo — 22:39

1 MILE FAMILY FUN RUN:
Boy:

Ben Leonard — 5:31

Girl:

Madeline Lupo — 5:30

Courtesy Photos
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THE CHATHAMS,,

Renna Media, LLC, Publishers
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016

The Chathams is published by Renna Media. 7,600
newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every business
and resident in Chatham Borough and Chatham Township, NJ.
Although great care has been taken to ensure the information
contained within is accurate, Renna Media assumes no liability
for errors or omissions.

©2025 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced
without written consent from Renna Media, LLC.

SEND US YOUR NEWS

Do you have a community service that you
need help publicizing? Did you or someone you
know accomplish something amazing? We are
interested in hearing about your latest
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com

ADVERTISING
Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 : :
joerenna@rennamedia.com . - 2025-2026

OEED GIRLS SOCCER
o STETE CHAMPIONS

CONGRATS TO GIRLS HS SOCCER STATE CHAMPS

Find us on online: rennamedia.com (above) School District of the Chathams congratulates the CHS Girls Soccer Team on becoming
facebook.com/ The Chathams state champions. What an incredible season and an outstanding accomplishment!
Courtesy Photo

Anthony Paterno
AIR DUCT CLEANING

Residential and Commercial
Call for a FREE consultation and estimate:

973.566.9999 RN

In business for 35 years using state-of-the-art
equipment and professionally trained staff.
Certified Ventilation Inspector (CVI)
Certified Mold Removal Specialist (MRS) ) .
Member of National Air Duct Cleaners Association AnthonyPaternoAirDuctCleaning.com
- Read our 5 star Reviews and Testimonials
on Yelp, Google and Facebook.

o _"f ‘
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ssTARRATING facebook 4.8

Inside Air Duct Inspection and Sanitation Service
included at no additional cost on all jobs.

Visit our website to view a series of important videos about
air duct cleaning, dryer vent cleaning, coil cleaning,
and mold removal services.

EEH'IIFIED MoLD

MOVAL SPECIALIST ::._
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. 50% OFF DRYER VENT CLEANING
1 With this coupon when done with a duct cleaning job. Expires 1/31/26. 1

Strongest vacuum in the industry! e e e e e e e e e e == == -
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T0 COME 'ERN LIVING

MNEW LUXURY REMNTAL APA NEW PROVIDEMNCE

Just a half mile from the Murray unparalleled luxury rental

experience in a serene, tree-lined 27-acre suburban enclove in desirable Mew Providence. This
transit-friendly community features a stunning collection of one-, two-, and three-bedroom apartments as
well as two-bedroom and three-bedroom with den townhomes with private garages. Convenient to local
shops, parks, and Mew Providence's lop-rated schools, Providence Ploce offers a luxuriously amenitized

lifestyle that includes an expansive clubhouse, a resort-style pool, and a state-of-the-art fitness center.

PROVIDENCE PLACE NOW LEASING
SCHEDULE A TOUR!

1 MONTH FREE ON A NEW 13-MONTH LEASE FOR APARTMENTS.
UP TO TO 2 MONTHS FREE PLUS A $1,500 MOVE-IN CREDIT
ON SELECT TOWNHOMES.

?08.650.8853 | RentProvidencePlaceNJ.com

G Garden
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STUDENT FOOD DRIVE FILLS A BUS

School District of the Chathams
On November 25th, Chatham K-2 students
“stuffed the bus” with non-perishable food items
there were collected to support members of our

l:E' e

Y
jll:

community facing food insecurity.

Presbyterian Church of Chatham.

The SDOC school bus made stops at MAS, A big shout-out to all our K-2 students for their

SBS, and WAS for pick-ups, with a final delivery generosity, and a special thanks to our MAS
to the Helping Hands Food Pantry at The students for sharing their smiles along the way!
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BRINK'S

CONTRACTING

BUILDERS & REMODELING * REMOVATIONS « REFAIRS
EH"-"IHDI‘-IHEHTA.I. SERVICES

T .
Call for a Free Estimate (862) 451-9666
WWW BrinksContractingServices.com
HIC# 13VH11745400

NJ ANTIQUE BUYERS

WE BUY ANTIQUES, ART,
COLLECTIBLES, COINS, AND JEWELRY

WE BUY ANYTHING OLD
e Old Toys

¢ Coins and Medals

® Watches & Clocks

¢ Judaica Collectibles
e Military Collectibles
¢ Asian Decorative Arts
* Old Writing Instruments
Antique Porcelain & Glass
e Art (Paintings, Sculptures, Old Prints)

¢ Jewelry (Vintage, Costume, Silver, and Gold)

¢ Sterling Silver, European Silver, Antique Silverplate

201-410-8442
info@njantiques.com
www.njantiques.com
3 East Pleasant Ave.
Maywood, NJ

We do house-calls anywhere within the tri-state area.




THE CHATHAMS - Page 5« January 2026

SUMMIT DENTIST

b %ﬁﬁt&iﬂf lhe %ﬁ?%/ﬁ(ﬁ il

137 Summit Ave., 1st Fl, Summit, NJ

Trusted, Comfortable & Caring Dentistry .
4

Call Us Today

. Dr. Mindy Ok d her D
to Re queSt an App()lntment! of Drentallnl\/}]ediciflzrclll:gre: i"ror(l)lctt}?;

University of Pennsylvania School
908’2 7 3 '3 8 7 3 of Dental Medicine, one of the top
dental schools in the country. Dr.
Ok strives to provide every patient

WWW. SummitdentiSt. cCom with a thorough and relaxing visit.

No Dental Insurance? We’ve Got an In-House Plan to Help!

OUR SERVICES Call today and ask about

e PREVENTIVE CARE our VIP Botox/Derma Filler

e RESTORATIVE CARE Program.

® EAT, CHEW & SMILE NATURALLY $0 Adult Brighter, Whiter Cleaning
WITH DENTAL IMPLANTS 30 Adult Exam

$0 Child cleaning and Exam

$0 Second Opinion Evaluation

® COSMETIC DENTISTRY

® MERCURY-FREE DENTISTRY
HOURS: Mon: 9am -6 pm

® INVISALIGN® CLEAR ORTHODONTICS Tue: 10 am -7 pm
° ® Wed: 7 am -6 pm
JUVEDERM Thu: 8am -7 pm
e BOTOX® Fri: 9 am -3 pm
Sat: 8 am -1 pm
NO DENTAL INSURANCE? WE WILL MAXIMIZE
NO PROBLEM. YOUR INSURANCE!
Join our in-house dental plan for a reasonable If you have insura.nce v?fhere a co-pay is not required, your exam,
yearly membership fee. No annual maximum! | | o 2600 <S8 B oo oo vos, Boh T e
Call to find out the details. requires a co-pay, you must pay a small out of pocket cost.
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COMMUNITY INVITED TO SUBURBAN CHIROPRACTIC OPEN HOUSE - JAN 8

LEG PAIN

You Don’t Have To Live With It!

That “searing, burning pain” in your thigh and
calf... that “aching, numbing” feeling in your hip and
buttocks... that “tingling” in your foot and toes and loss
of balance... It interferes with your ability to walk, to
ride a bicycle, play golf, garden... to have FUN IN LIFE!

Leg pain, thigh ache and numbness, and tingling in
the foot may actually be caused by a pinched back nerve
even though you have NO back pain - it could even be
Sciatica.

Dr. Murphy is an expert at finding the CAUSE of
your leg pain and numbness and CORRECTING IT...
WITHOUT THE USE OF DRUGS OR SURGERY.

Dr. Joseph J. Murphy
Chiropractic Physician
PAST PRESIDENT

The NJ and Morris
Chiropractic Societies

“YOUR BETTER HEALTH EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
IS OUR ONLY CONCERN!” Palmer Graduate

Celebrating
Our
42nd Year!

Suburban
Chiropractic
Center

301 Main Street » Chatham

973-635-0036 * www.drmurphy.com

CAFE FOR THOSE WITH
MEMORY LOSS

Christ Church, Summit, NJ

Too often, those living with memory loss can
suffer from social stigma and isolation. A
Memory Cafe is a social gathering for those
living with cognitive loss, together with their
care-partners. It’s a welcoming community where
all feel safe, accepted, and understood.

“The Gathering Place” is a monthly Memory
Cafe hosted by volunteers at Christ Church in
Summit. They meet the first Wednesday of every
month, from 12 - 2 p.m.

Guests socialize over a light, nutritious lunch
and share friendship, information, and often a few
laughs. It is non-sectarian and all are welcome.
From guests: “It was enjoyable, uplifting, and
worthwhile,” and “I wish my mother had
something like this to participate in while she was
able.”

A suggested donation is $5 per person.

RSVP is requested for menu-planning.

Contact Brenda Dodds 908 273-5549

or brenda@ccsnj.org.

Christ Church is located at

561 Springfield Avenue, Summit, NJ.

Memory Cafe of Christ Church Summil
THE
GATHERING PLACE
The first Wednesday

of every month

122 mvencury o g
in Lile Hall

i iWicler commurnity
with memory issues and their care partners.

The Suburban Chiropractic Center, located at
301 Main Street in Chatham, New Jersey will be
celebrating 41 years in practice with an Open
House on January 8, 2026. The public is invited
to stop by and enjoy refreshments and fellowship.
Community service is an integral part of the
practice and Dr. Murphy would like to thank his
patients, as well as the local community for
another successful year.

Dr. Joseph J. Murphy began the center in 1985
to offer the community a natural alternative to the
traditional allopathic medical facilities in the
Chatham area. They owe their success to the
loyal patients who have continued with them,
referred their friends and family, and their efforts
to provide the highest level of service possible.

Dr. Murphy has a record of supporting the
local first responders, police, fire, and emergency
squad. He also focused on supporting student
programs including being an advisor to the
Kiwanis Club’s Chatham High School Key Club.
Dr. Murphy has been a member of the
Chatham/Madison Kiwanis Club for over 40
years, offering his services to all their events
including being a guest speaker. He especially
enjoys the Summer Hot Dog & Ice Cream social
for the Chatham Library children. He can be
found volunteering at Chatham schools during
their Teacher’s Wellness Day events and is a

supporter of the Chatham Education Foundation
and Sports Foundation. For 25 years Dr, Murphy
has served on the Board of Trustees of ECLC in
Chatham, a school for special needs students,
including a stint as Board President. He was a
consistent participant in over 23 Fishawack
events and is a sponsor of Bottle Hill Day in
Madison. He is a member of the Madison Elks
BPOE 1465 and Chatham Chamber of

Commerce, where he has served as President.

You can find out much more about the
Suburban Chiropractic Center by visiting their
website at drmurphy.com.

(above) Dr. Joseph Murphy has been a member
of Kiwanis Club for over 35 years.
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Sat, Jan 24:

68 Elm Stroeot, Summit,

Sat, Jan 31:

Meet Summer Camps of all Sorts!

CAMP FAIRS

connecting great kids with great camps

Traditional Day Camps » Sleepaway = S5ports
Academic = Performing Arts = STEM = Adventure = CIT

% o

Visual Arts Center of New Jersey

MJ

Bergen Town Center

Route 4 East & Forest Ave

Sun, Feb 1:

Montclair Art Museum, Montclair

3 S Mountain Ave, Montclair

Sat, Febh 7:
321 S

Sat, Feb 21:

Sun, Feb 22:

Sat, Feb 28:

pges
3 - 17

Morris Museum, Morristown
& Normandy H?’Ehli R, Morristown

Village of Ridgewood
131 N Maple Ave, Ridgewood (next to Library)

Menlo Park Mall, Edison
55 Parsonage Rd, Edison

meet camp directors from all kinds of summer
camps and programs
www.njkidsonline.com/camp-fairs

Liuingstnn YMCA

Livingston Awve,

Livingston

[=, "F}“.. 42 EI

TEJ."_II'E&-" ﬁ

RSVP
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Call Today for a Free Estimate! [ 855.624.6655

Ik
B AS SEEN ON
GEORGIE:
TO THE
RESCUE

o EE Ill
¢ (Wintlows & Doors

Payment Plans
WINDIOAWS $309  BASEMERNTS 5355
EITCHEMS $387 RATHRODMS §199
PLHOHPG 514Y  DECENMPATIOS 5189
HOAMG 30 PORCHESSTERS SEES

ROOFING | SIDING | WINDOWS s Plarc Avalahic!
KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BASEMENTS s pcyments besi e vl apyvovel
MASONRY | DECKS | PORCHES

VIRTUAL MEETINGS ALSO AVAILABLE

Interior & Exterior Remodeling | Family Owned & Operated

100% FINANCING AVAILABLE | 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE
MIDCA 13VHOT755300

B MagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com
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WhartonARTS Camps

o-Pyo, Arfisth Dang

June 21 - August 7

Performing Arts School

NEW LOCATION! 570 Central Avenue, New Providence
Music Around the World
Meet the Instruments
Piano Explorers
Violin Explorers
Broadway Adventures
Theater Explorers
Triple Threat Musical Theater Intensive 4
Drama Kids

New Jersey Youth Symphony | June 21 - July 2

Orchestral Camp
Chamber Music Camp
Double Reed Camp

More information at

WhartonAris.org
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New Jersey Youth Chorus
Wharfon ARTS

Helen H. Cha-Pyo, Artistic Director

Open fo singers in grades 3-12

Auditions for Séleo’r Ensembles

January 2026

Past Tours and Performances include The White House, Carnegie Hall, Super Bowil,
Radio City Music Hall, The Kennedy Center, Domestic & International Tours, and more!

Call 973-998-0670 Register Online at NJYC.o I’g

for more information.

&
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Photos by School District of the Chathams

Calderone School
of Music
The Professional School

for All Ages and
Levels of Ability

Established 1975
Certified Teachers

=
§F§ E

F A

Private Lessons on All
Instruments & Voice

e All Ages & Levels of Ability
e Digital Audio Workshop

¢ Suzuki Strings Plus

e College Prep Division 5 A
® Professional Development E 5\
Division e
2 LOCATIONS
2 s 276 Morris Avenue
‘E Springfield, NJ 07081
2 973-467-4688
?}- Riverwalk Plaza
b‘i}" 34 Ridgedale Avenue
t.3'1 East Hanover, NJ 07936
% 973.428.0405

Email: CSM@calderoneschoolofmusic.com

calderoneschoolofmusic.com

STUDENT'S KINDNESS MAKES A LOCAL IMPACT

School District of the Chathams

Shout-out to all our K-2 students who are
generously donating their unopened, prepackaged
lunch items to the Chatham United Methodist
Food Pantry! Our elementary students have been
collecting perishable items from their school
bought lunch such as milk, apple slices, carrots,
yogurt and cheese sticks to support community

members facing food insecurities. In partnership
with the Borough of Chatham and with support
from Helping Hands of Chatham, these items are
made available at the Chatham United Methodist
Church. Dr. Mary Donohue saw the success of
this initiative firsthand during her recent visit to
CUMC.

BRINGING COMMUNITY TOGETHER IN SUPPORT
OF GRIEVING CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

Imagine, A Center for Coping with Loss

More than 300 supporters, partners, and
friends of Imagine gathered on Friday, November
21, 2025, for the 13th Annual Seasons of Hope
Breakfast — a morning centered on renewing and
strengthening Imagine’s mission, helping us
grow our ability to provide free, year-round grief
support to children and families.

Throughout the event, guests listened to
powerful, heartfelt stories from Imagine families
who bravely shared their experiences of loss and
how Imagine has supported them.

“The stories we heard were a meaningful
reminder that grief is something we carry
together,” said Lindsay Schambach, Imagine’s
Executive Director. “Our work continues because
so many people believe in the importance of
providing a safe space for kids and families to
grieve.”

This year’s Breakfast was also a profound
display of generosity. Thanks to the support of
dedicated sponsors, every dollar raised at the
event will go directly toward Imagine’s
programs, ensuring that no grieving child or
family is ever turned away.

Imagine extends its deepest gratitude to this
year’s sponsors:

Empathy Sponsor Level: Atlantic Health
Systems, Ernst & Young, Gibbons Law and Wiss

Compassion Sponsor Level: Connect One
Bank

Inspire Sponsor Level: Aryming Asset
Management, Hatfield and Schwartz, Holland
and Knight, Northfield Bank, PNC Bank, and

Westfield Pediatric Dental Group

Hope Sponsor Leve: Rossi Funeral Homes and
Wegmans

This year’s Breakfast also marked an exciting
milestone for Imagine’s future. Twenty-four new
guests signed a five-year pledge to join Imagine’s
Circle of Hope — a dedicated community of
supporters committed to sustaining the
organization’s mission over the long term. These
new members join more than 100 others already
in the Circle of Hope, collectively ensuring that
Imagine can continue expanding its free, year-
round grief support programs for children and
families well into the future.

To everyone who attended, volunteered, spoke,
donated, or helped bring the morning to life:
thank you. Your presence strengthens Imagine’s
mission and sends a powerful message to
grieving families — you are not alone.

As Imagine looks ahead to another year of
service, the organization remains inspired by the
families who share their stories and the
community members who stand beside them.

Imagine, A Center for Coping with Loss is a
501c3 that offers training and education on loss
and grief to the community and free year-round
grief support groups for children ages 3-18 and
young adults 19-30 who are coping with a loss
due to death. Concurrently, support groups are
available for the parents and caregivers of the
children in the groups and offered in English and
Spanish. For more information, please contact
Imagine at 908-264-3100 or info@imaginenj.org
or visit our website at imaginen;j.org.

(above) Participants in Imagine's support group program pass a talking stick at their annual
Seasons of Hope fundraiser.

Courtesy Photo



THE CHATHAMS -« Page 11 - January 2026

STUDENT BANDS PERFORM AT PRUDENTIAL CENTER

The Chatham Middle and High School Bands showcased their talents at the Prudential Center in early December during a New Jersey Devils game!

Photo by School District of the Chathams

: Call Tc:-daf
to Schedule
a Tour

973.867.1500 24

ﬁ;L_gRWATE
CCOMMODATIONS
g - .

A health sethack is never antcipated, be it your own, Qur Comprahensive Clinkeal Senices Include:
that of & loved cne. or your patient. You can however

be proactive in the selection of a center for rehabilitation  *+ 24/7 Mursing Care

andd restesation, The Florham Pack veam is committed to

providing quality cane, comfort, and excellent amenities
afte SUTGREry OF hospitalization »  [Regeatened Destician to SuUpport Mutritional MNeads

«  Assistonce with Activities of Daily Living

_ 3 : « Access bo Specialty Physicians
Recovery in a private suite awaits,

with an exceptional clinical team,

il g
= o'l Signature Amenities to Enhance Guest Comfort: Joseph Doherty, Owner
ﬂ License #13VH00977800
] B

«  AGCEss 1o Fhysical Rehabilitation serdces il prescribed

« Wl Appointed All Private Suiles

Complimentiary Cable TV, Wi-Hi, and Phona

FLORHAM PARK 24T Guest Services Hospitality Line

RIHADBILITATION & WEALTHCARL CENTLR « Salact Menu lor 20 Meals
[Egx[E 190 Park Avenue, Flatham Park, NJ 07832 * (Gardens and Lush scenary ROOFING- SIDING - GUTTERS - SHEET METAL
% P. (573) 847-1500 | F. {972) 867-1598 + Enclosed Outdoor Patio 973-377-1006  dohertyroofingcompany.com
&= Harhamparkns hak,cooem nm » Elegant Dining Roarn josephdohertycompany @gmail.com

54 Burnet Road* Madison, NJ 07940
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RESIDENTS 55+ WELCOMED

Senior Center of the Chathams
58 Meyersuille Road, Chatham
Mon through Fri from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
For more information call 973-635-4565

or visit chathamseniorcenter.org.

Alzheimer's NJ Caregiver Support Group
Thursday, Jan. 8, 10:30 a.m.

This group provides families and caregivers
with the emotional support and education they
need to better understand Alzheimer's Disease

and other forms of dementia. A trained
facilitator guides the group. Visit alznj.org to
register and learn about their additional
programs, or call the Center.
Plastics & Health
Monday, Jan. 12, 11:00 a.m.

Learn about plastics, why recycling is not an
option, and steps to reduce exposure to its
harmful impacts.

Problems Falling & Staying Asleep
Wednesday, Jan. 14, 1:00 a.m.
Learn how sleep problems, sleep schedules, and
bedtime habits can affect your daily life.
Classical Piano Performance
Monday, Jan. 19, 1:00 p.m.

Luc Reyes, a 17-year-old, who has received
multiple awards at prestigious piano
competitions will perform classical pieces.
Photography Group: Smartphone Cameras
Wednesday, Jan. 21, 11:00 a.m.

This meeting focuses on taking pictures with
cell phones.

Benefits of Walking in Winter
Monday, Jan. 26, 1:00 p.m.

Learn the benefits of outdoor walking
adventures.

Salute to Sondheim, His Songs & Shows
Tuesday, Jan. 27, 12:00 p.m.

Hear about the unforgettable work of Stephen
Sondheim - from his iconic Broadway hits to
his boundary-pushing storytelling techniques.
Aging with Intention: Rewriting Your Narrative
Wednesday, Jan. 28, 12:00 p.m.

This presentation discusses Positive Psychology
principles that promote vitality, engagement,
meaning, and accomplishment - and ways to
enhance overall health and happiness while

aging.

Courtesy Photo

(above) Our thanks to the Town and Country
Garden Club of Chatham for returning to teach
the always-popular holiday centerpiece project.

BECOME A LITERACY NJ VOLUNTEER TUTOR

Literacy New Jersey

Literacy New Jersey announces its winter
Tutor Information Session on Wednesday,
January 7,2026 at 6 p.m. The Tutor Information
Session is a prerequisite to registering for
Literacy NJ’s Tutor Training Program. The Tutor
Training Program consists of 5 sessions starting
on Wednesday, January 21 and will provide tutor
trainees with the tools and strategies necessary
for working with adult students in one of three
categories: English As A Second Language
(ESL), High School Equivalency (GED), or
Basic Skills.

All training sessions will be conducted online
via Zoom. The five required training sessions
will take place on Mondays and Wednesdays.
The dates are: January 21, 26, 28 and February
2 & 4 from 6 to 8 p.m. After completing the
training sessions, tutors are matched with a small
group of adult students from the growing waiting
list of students who need to improve their literacy
skills. Tutors meet with their students either
online or in person in libraries throughout Union
or Middlesex County for 2 hours each week.
After training, tutor trainees may be matched
with a tutor mentor to guide them through their
first lesson plans. New tutor volunteers are asked
to make a commitment of at least 50 hours of
instruction with students.

Neil Esposito, a Literacy New Jersey
volunteer ESL tutor said: “I’m passionate about
sharing my time and ability with my students. It
gives me great pleasure to witness the progress
of my students over the semesters. Several of my
students have reached important, personal goals
directly linked to their English language
progress.

One student has taken on an important
telephone-based role in her husband’s
construction business, talking daily with English
speaking clients. Another has passed her
certification exam as a bi-lingual teacher’s aide
in a middle school. These achievements, among
numerous others, are the rewards and blessings
that make being a literacy volunteer a highlight

of my life.”

Literacy New Jersey provides ongoing
supervision and support to tutors in the form of
free Professional Development workshops on
specific topics such as Computer Skills for ESL
students, ESL Conversation, Citizenship and Job
Readiness.

To volunteer, you must be at least 18 years old,
able to speak English and willing to tutor in
Union or Middlesex County. You do not need to
have any teaching experience and you do not
need to speak a foreign language. The training
will provide volunteers with techniques and
strategies for working with adult learners, as well
as sample instructional materials and activities.
There is a $25 registration fee to cover the cost
of books and materials. Literacy New Jersey is a
non-profit organization.

For more information or to register for the
Tutor Information Session on Wednesday
January 7, 2026, please call Literacy New Jersey
at 908-486-1777 x400 or email Barbara Bagger,
Program Director, at bbagger@literacynj.org.

(above) Make a difference, become a Literacy
NJ volunteer tutor. For more information, or to
register for the Tutor Information Session on
Wednesday, January 7, 2026, please call
Literacy New Jersey at 908-486-1777 x400
or email Barbara Bagger, Program Director,
at bbagger@literacynj.org.

Courtesy Photo

(above) Recent graduates



The Wharton Performing Arts School (PAS) is
pleased to announce that all 2026 Summer Camps
will take place at a new location: 570 Central
Avenue in New Providence—the home of the
New Jersey Youth Chorus and New Jersey Youth
Symphony. Bringing PAS summer programming
to this site allows Wharton Arts to host all camps
under one roof and create a unified, convenient
experience for its student families.

“We’re excited to welcome our summer
campers to a new home this year,” said PAS
Director Debra Joyal. “This location supports our
commitment to providing a fun, engaging, and
inspiring summer for every student.”

Said Wharton Arts Artistic Director &
Principal Conductor Helen H. Cha-Pyo, "As we
bring our Performing Arts School summer camps
to New Providence, families can rest assured that
the same exceptional instruction and nurturing
environment they’ve come to expect will
continue without interruption. Our New Jersey
Youth Symphony orchestral, double reed, and
chamber music camps will remain in the New
Providence location as always. Looking ahead,
we’re excited by the possibilities of uniting all
Wharton Arts summer programs under one roof
creating a vibrant, cross-disciplinary summer
experience where young performers can learn,
grow, and be inspired together.”

Wharton Arts’ 2026 summer camps feature
programs in music, drama, and musical theater
for students of various ages and experience levels.
Registration is now open online. For more
information and complete summer camp listing,
visit WhartonArts.org.

The Wharton Performing Arts School (PAS) is
proud to be part of Wharton Arts, New Jersey’s
largest independent non-profit community
performing arts education center, serving nearly
2,000 students each year through a wide range of
programs. PAS has been nurturing artistic
excellence and creativity in the community for 40
years. Offering programs in music and
performing arts, the school empowers students to
develop their talents, confidence, and lifelong
appreciation for the arts.

Wharton Arts’ mission is to offer accessible,
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Literacy provides independence, opportunity, and hope.
Why wait? Get involved today.

www literacysomerset.org - (808) T25-5430 - info@literacysomerset.org
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high quality performing arts education that
sparks personal growth and builds inclusive
communities.

Wharton Arts’ vision is for a transformative
performing arts education in an inclusive
community to be accessible for everyone.

Wharton Arts is New Jersey’s largest
independent non-profit community performing
arts education center serving nearly 2,000
students through a range of classes and
ensembles. The 5 ensembles of the New Jersey
Youth Chorus, an auditioned choral ensemble
program for students in grades 3—12, encourage
a love and appreciation of choral music while
nurturing personal growth and creative
development. The 15 ensembles of the New
Jersey Youth Symphony, which serve over 500
students in grades 3—12 by audition, inspire
young people to achieve musical excellence
through high-level ensemble training and
performance opportunities. Based in Paterson,
the Paterson Music Project is an El Sistema-

inspired program of Wharton Arts that uses
music education as a vehicle for social action by
empowering and inspiring young people to
achieve their full potential through the
community experience of ensemble learning and
playing. From Pathways classes for young
children to Lifelong Learning programs for
adults, the Wharton Performing Arts School has
a robust musical theater and drama program and
offers both private and group classes for
instruments and voice for all ages and all
abilities. With the belief in the positive and
unifying influence of music and that performing
arts education should be accessible to all people
regardless of their ability to pay, Wharton Arts
offers need-based scholarships.

Wharton Arts is located in Berkeley Heights,
New Providence, and Paterson, NJ and reaches
students from 12 counties. All of Wharton Arts’
teaching artists, faculty members, and

conductors hold degrees in their teaching
specialty and have been vetted and trained.

(above) PAS is pleased to announce that all 2026 Summer Camps will take place
at a new location: 570 Central Avenue in New Providence.
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The Summit Area Old Guard is a social,
educational, and recreational organization that
serves men of retirement age. We meet Tuesdays,
9:30 a.m., at the New Providence Presbyterian
Church located at 1307 Springfield Ave — we
encourage visitation, and all are welcome. Our
motto is “Come for the Programs. Stay for the
Friends.” The organization was founded in 1930.
Our website address is summitoldguard.org.

In January, we will have four speakers:
TUESDAY, JANUARY 6TH: RICHARD LANDER

Shares a deep, personal connection to the Civil
War as the great-grandson of John R. Lander, a
Union soldier. John emigrated from Germany and
enlisted with an Illinois regiment at the
remarkably early age of fourteen, serving for the
entire duration of the war. This military service
instilled a generational interest: members of the
Lander family have continuously studied the
Civil War and maintained membership in the
Sons of the Union Veterans of the Civil War
(SUVCW). In his presentation, Richard will
detail the complex tapestry of events that led to
the conflict, covering the cultural, political,
economic, and military factors at play. Attendees
are encouraged to note the striking parallels
between these historical forces and current
events.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 13TH: DR. DEAN EPPLER

Though the Apollo Program was a
revolutionary 20th-century achievement, many of
its difficulties and successes have faded into

The award-winning Hickory Tree Chorus is
calling singers in the soprano, alto, and contralto
ranges to join their harmonious sisterhood!

Performing in communities throughout
northern and central New Jersey, the chorus
enjoys singing recognizable popular songs -
arranged in rich four-part harmony.

Fresh off their top-scoring performance at the
2025 Sweet Adelines Region 15 competition, the
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historical obscurity. Dr. Dean Eppler, a retired
NASA scientist with over 35 years in human
spaceflight, possesses the breadth of experience
to bring the mission into focus. His background
includes Apollo Program history, advanced space
suit engineering, ISS facility development, and
training/selecting astronauts (1990, 1996, and
1998 selections). Dr. Eppler will identify the key
areas of the mission's success and discuss
Apollo’s enduring contributions to human
spaceflight.
TUESDAY, JANUARY 20TH: HOWARD MEYER

A long-time leader in New Jersey volunteer
EMS. He is the past president of the EMS
Council of New Jersey, the country's largest
volunteer squad association, and served as its
volunteer legislative director for over 20 years.
Since 1971, he has served in leadership roles,
including president and chief, across all types of
New Jersey environments—rural, suburban, and
urban. Howard will detail the history and

evolution of the volunteer EMS system,
highlighting its critical importance to the state.
His talk will cover key events and the major
challenges volunteer squads face moving
forward.
TUESDAY, JANUARY 27TH: BOB GULA

The Forgotten Victory Trail explores one of
America's most overlooked Revolutionary
chapters in the brutal campaigns of 1780 in NJ,
when burning towns, secret networks, and fierce
local resistance helped turn the tide of the war.
The Battles of Springfield and Connecticut Farms
in June 1780 were critical in the defense of New
Jersey (and Washington’s forces in Morristown)
and in the weakening of the British Forces ahead
of the Battle of Yorktown. Our speaker will be
Bob Gula, Education Officer —West Fields
Chapter of Sons of the American Revolution
Patriotic Instructor, Sons of Union Veterans of the
Civil War Member and General Society of
Mayflower Descendants.

(above, I-r) Richard Lander, Dr. Eppler, Howard Meyer, Robert Gula

HICKORY TREE CHORUS INVITES ACAPPELLA SINGERS TO OPEN AUDITIONS

chorus has earned a coveted spot in the Harmony
Classic at the 78th Annual Sweet Adelines
International Competition in Columbus, Ohio,
October 2026. Now, they’re building their sound
for the world stage.

Open auditions will be held in Stirling between
6:30-7:00 p.m. on Wednesday evenings in
January 2026 and take less than 10 minutes
(flexible scheduling is available). Singers are

--1.___._.-_. R il 1-_'-'-'-_
1

asked to perform a brief acappella song of their
choice. No experience required, just a love of
singing and a desire to grow.

This is more than a chorus—it’s a sisterhood,
a mission, and a moment. Will your voice be part
of it?

For details and to schedule your audition,
email us at info@hickorytreechorus.org or call
908-377-1399.

T
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(above) The award-winning Hickory Tree Chorus invites you to join the sisterhood. For details and to schedule your audition,
email us at info@hickorytreechorus.org or call 908-377-1399.

Courtesy Photo
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