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JUST IMAGINE! This ad that everyone is reading 
could be promoting your business.  

Mailed to every home and business in 30 towns!
Call Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • Visit RennaMedia.com

BUILD YOUR 
ONLINE 

PRESENCE:  
DFY* SERVICE 
*DONE FOR YOU  
Struggling to build  

your business' 
online presence? 

NJLocalInfo.com offers 
not only a powerful, 
cutting-edge content 

marketing service, but 
also a high quality local 
directory to connect you 

with leads directly. 
POST A FREE 

BUSINESS PROFILE 
VISIT 

NJLOCALINFO.COM

MAYORS DAY 5K RUN TO BENEFIT THE RIVERA FAMILY
Jim Masterson, Executive Director / CEO 

Greater Union Township Chamber of Commerce 
Julie was once a vibrant, active woman - a devoted wife and mother of 

two boys, 8 and 11 years old, always on the move, juggling work and 
family with energy and grace - but everything changed when she was 
diagnosed with an aggressive form of ovarian cancer.  

It began in her left ovary, which was surgically removed along with her 
fallopian tube. But the disease had already started to spread. After 12 
rounds of intense chemotherapy, she underwent a major debulking surgery. 
For nine hours, surgeons fought to remove all visible traces of the cancer. 
The operation was extensive - they removed the rest of her reproductive 
organs, shaved the top of her liver, took out her appendix, and removed 
40% of her colon, where the tumor had wrapped itself tightly around the 
exterior. The damage was so severe that separating the tumor from the 
colon was impossible, and she was left with a permanent ostomy.  

Despite everything, she remained hopeful. For a short time, the cancer 
stabilized. But last year, it came back aggressively. Doctors tried four 
different chemotherapy drugs, but none could stop the progression.  

In January, she experienced a life-threatening gastrointestinal bleed that 
kept her in the hospital for the entire month of February. Doctors 
discovered a tumor in her colon that was causing the bleeding. They 
attempted a second surgery, but after nearly three hours, they had to close 
her up - they could do nothing more. Her condition had become too 
complex.  

Now on a regimen of aggressive chemotherapy, she faces each day with 
a quiet courage. Some days, getting out of bed is a challenge. Eating is 
difficult, and daily tasks she once handled with ease are now exhausting. 
On top of the cancer, she’s developed further complications, each one 
adding another layer of pain and uncertainty.  

The emotional toll has been profound, especially on her children. They 
remember a mother full of life -- now they watch her struggle with fatigue, 
discomfort, and the loss of normalcy.  

She’s been forced to take a leave of absence from work, which has 
placed a heavy financial burden on her family. The cost of ongoing 
treatments, medications, hospital visits, and basic living expenses 
continues to grow, making an already heartbreaking situation even more 
overwhelming.  

Still, she fights. But now, she needs help and support from those who 
believe in compassion, in resilience, and in helping someone face the 
hardest battle of her life.  

The Greater Union Chamber is determined to help Julie and her family 
as part of this year’s Mayor’s Day 5K Run. Please help us to help them!  
Greater Union Township Chamber of Commerce mission is to unite, 
strengthen, represent and promote business growth for the members 
serving the chambers of Union/ Roselle Park/ Kenilworth/ Hillside. 
Located at 355 Chestnut Street, 2nd Floor, Union, NJ 07083. They are just 
a phone call away! 908.688.2777

(above) Ribera Family
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Spirit of UNION
Renna Media, LLC, Publishers 

202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016 
Spirit of Union is published by Renna Media. 7,800 newspapers are printed 

monthly and mailed to every business and resident in Union Township, NJ. Although 
great care has been taken to ensure the information contained within is accurate, 
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or omissions.  

©2025 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced without written consent 
from Renna Media LLC. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone you 
know accomplish something amazing? We are 
interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your 
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

 
ADVERTISING 

Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ Spirit of Union

Courtesy Photo

FIREFIGHTER ANDREA SPRIGGS RETIRES
Township of Union Fire Department 

Congratulations to Andrea Spriggs on her 
recent retirement. For 25 years, Andrea has been 
an invaluable member of the Township of Union 
Fire Department, and notably, our first female 
firefighter. Her strength, resilience, and 
unwavering commitment to keeping Union safe 
have been nothing short of extraordinary. We 
wish you all the best in this exciting new chapter, 
Andrea!

(above) Andrea Spriggs
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$500 OFF 
Tankless  

Water Heaters 
(EXPIRES 9/30/25)

$150 OFF 
Whole Home 

Water Filtration 
System 

(EXPIRES 9/30/25)

$100 OFF 
Sump Pump 

Repair or 
Replacement 

(EXPIRES 9/30/25)

FREE 
DISPATCH FEE 

During Normal Business Hours 
Mon-Fri 8 am – 4 pm 
(EXPIRES 9/30/25)

$200 OFF 
Electrical 

Panel Upgrade 
(EXPIRES 9/30/25)

$75 OFF 
Any Plumbing 

Electric, Heating 
or Cooling Service 

(EXPIRES 9/30/25)

Coupon must be presented when work is performed. One coupon per transaction. Not to be combined with any other offers. Not valid on prior services. Coupon must be presented when work is performed. 
JS Needham-Master HVACR Lic. # 3980 • M Burt-Plumbing Lic. # 8389 • NJHIC # 13VH00255200 • PAHIC # PA001066

We are more than a home services company, we are a team built on 
trust, driven by purpose, and proud to serve the state we call home.
• AC/Heating Installations • Hot Water Heaters • Generators  

• Sump Pumps • Electrical Panels • EV Chargers

908-213-5882 
PrincetonAir.com

10% OFF FOR ALL VETERANS AND SENIORS - Ask our technician! 
Scan QR Code 

to Schedule Your 
FREE INSTALLATION  

ESTIMATE

START THE SCHOOL YEAR 
WITH SMART SAVINGS 
FROM PRINCETON AIR!

Hot Savings for 
PSE&G Customers!

Upgrade your heating & cooling system 

  and get up to $12,000 back instantly -  

   plus payments starting at just $123/mo 

COMFORT MADE AFFORDABLE! 

(Rebates available based on eligibility on qualifying systems.)

OBITUARY GORDON R. LEMATTY - THE COACH. THE LEGEND.
Gordon LeMatty 

passed away peacefully at 
his home in Union, New 
Jersey, on July 18, 2025. 
He was 92 years old. 

Born on May 15, 1933, 
in Newark, New Jersey, 
Gordon was the son of 
Irene and Charles 
LeMatty, step father Al 
Arensman.  

After Weequahic High 
School graduation, he served two years in the 
United States Navy. He pursued his education at 
Seton Hall University and earned a master’s 
degree in Chemical health counseling and 
administration. 

Gordon dedicated 33 years of his life to Union 
High School, where he taught history and 
coached baseball, building one of New Jersey’s 
most respected athletic programs. In 1991, he 
held the record for the most coaching wins in 
New Jersey with 641 victories, an incredible .703 
winning percentage, and never had losing season. 
HIS ACHIEVEMENTS ON THE FIELD INCLUDED: 

• 2 Greater Newark Tournament 
Championships 

• 9 State Championships 
• 7 County Championships 
• 19 Conference Championships 
• 5× Coach of the Year 

One season he had two players go to the major 
league, Al Santorini and Elliott Maddox. He has 
also had a lot of other players go to the major 
leagues as well. 2009 Union dedicated the 
baseball field in his honor. Now it's known as 
Gordon R. LeMatty Field. 

My mom Ruth wanted the R in the name. She 
often referred to it as ,"the field that Ruth built!" 

His favorite baseball team was the St. Louis 
Cardinals and his favorite player was Stan 
Musial. That's the reason my dad wore # 6. They 
both wore #6. 

Beyond the diamond, Gordon changed lives 
through education and mentorship. In 1981, he 
founded the first chemical health and intervention 
program at Union High School, pioneering 
programs that were later adopted in schools 
across the country. His legacy wasn’t just about 
wins—it was about guiding people toward better 
futures. 

In 1954, Gordon married the love of his life, 
Ruth Curley, on a national television show know 
as the show "Bride and Groom Show" in New 
York City. They shared a lifetime of love, 
laughter, and commitment, raising a family 
rooted in compassion, humor, and resilience. 

After retiring from coaching, Gordon worked 
for Continental Airlines (formerly Czech Air) as 
a customer service representative for ten years. 
Even after leaving the baseball field, he 
continued coaching: first his daughter’s softball 

(above) Gordon R 
LeMatty

games, then playing softball himself in 50-60-
and-over leagues—proving that legends never 
truly retire. 

Gordon is survived by his daughter, Denise 
LeMatty, grandchildren Christopher and Tyler 
LeMatty, and great-grandchildren Odaxis Gordon 
and Eloise Sophia LeMatty. He also leaves 
behind his cousins: Milan Kubik, Gary Huska, 
Amy and husband Peter Norris, Marc, Debbie 
and Bob Slifer, and Jeannie and Jerry Coviello, 
& many other cousins. 

He is now reunited in heaven with his beloved 
wife, Ruth LeMatty, his sons Scott and Marc 
LeMatty, and his grandson Calvin LeMatty. 

Friends and family were invited to gather for a 
visitation oat the Galante Funeral Home, 2800 
Morris Avenue, Union. 

On Saturday morning a funeral procession 
stoped at the Gordon R. LeMatty Field, where 
there will be a bagpiper performing a rendition of 
Amazing Grace. Interment followed at 
Hollywood Memorial Park in Union. 

The family is establishing the Gordon R. 
LeMatty Baseball Fund, to support future 
baseball athletes who share his love for the game 
and for life. 

Checks can be made out to Union High School 
Athletic Association. In the memo of the check 
write: Gordon R. LeMatty Memorial Scholarship. 
Mail to: Union High School Athletic Association, 
2350 North Third Street, Union, NJ 070830
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528 N. Michigan Ave. Kenilworth, NJ • 908-688-8333 
Hours: Monday - Saturday: 7:30 am - 5:00 pm • Sunday: Closed 

We accommodate the trade as well as the do-it-yourselfers! We are always ready to assist.
SOIL 

Compost.....................................$30 
Jersey Brown.............................$40 

MULCH 
Black Dyed................................$33 
Brown Dyed..............................$33 
Red Dyed...................................$35 
Hardwood .................................$24 
Playground................................$35 

QUARRY BASE MATERIALS 
Mason Sand ..............................$60 
3⁄4 Clean Stone...........................$58 
Stone Dust.................................$39 
QP ...............................................$48 

DECORATIVE STONE 
3⁄8 Riverbed / Pea Gravel .........$70 
3⁄4 Riverbed ................................$75 
11/2-3 Riverbed...........................$99 
3⁄4 Red Stone ..............................$84 
3⁄4 Goose Egg............................$125 
2-4 Goose Egg .........................$135 
3⁄4 Arctic White ........................$120 

Prices subject to change without notice.

HARDSCAPE 
• Cement 
• Cinder Block 
• Belgium Block  
• Curbing 
• Bluestone Treads 
• Diamond Blades 
• Limestone Treads 

TOOLS 
• Mason Tools  
• Landscape Tools 

DRAINAGE 
• Catch Basins 
• 3” & 4” Pipe 

LAWN & GARDEN 
• Grass Seed 
• Fertilizers 
• Peat Moss 
• Hay 
• Polymeric Sand 
• Paver Sealer 
• Paver Cleaner

FREE DELIVERY 
5 yards or more. Union County only. 

www.JerseyLandGarden.com

Prices 
per yardOne of the Largest  

Displays of Cambridge  
Pavers in the Area!
Waterfalls • Fireplaces  

• Fire Pits • Walls • Walkways  
• Patios • Curbs
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YMCA CELEBRATES WELCOMING WEEK - SEPTEMBER 12-21
The Gateway Family YMCA will join 

Welcoming America, other organizations and 
YMCAs across the country to celebrate 
Welcoming Week, September 12-21. Welcoming 
Week is an annual celebration that encourages 
communities to come together, celebrate shared 
values and the integral part that welcoming plays 
in local neighborhoods. 

At The Gateway Family YMCA, the 
community is invited to visit the YMCA for an 
Open House with details and schedules available 
attgfymca.org/events including fun family 
programs, social events for all ages, a 
Community Health Fair, Blood Pressure Self-
Monitoring and programs open to the 
community.  In addition, the Y will be 
celebrating with events for program participants 
in Child Care, YMCA Residential Housing,  
Aquatics, Group Exercise and WISE 
Community Services programs. 

The Gateway Family YMCA is celebrating 
125 years of serving the community in 2025, 
which will be a theme included in this year’s 

Welcoming Week events.  This week-long 
celebration is an opportunity for neighbors to get 
to know one another and celebrate what unites 
us as a community.  

In addition to a YMCA Open House 
September 12-21, The Gateway Family YMCA 
is offering a Membership Special with $0 Joiner 
Fee on all memberships. Individuals and 
families are invited to tour and join at any 
YMCA branch in Elizabeth, Rahway and Union, 
or online at tgfymca.org/join-the-Y  with code 
WEL during Welcoming Week.   

The Gateway Family YMCA, along with 
Shaping Eastern Union County, Shaping 
Elizabeth, Shaping Rahway and Shaping Union, 
celebrate Welcoming Week locally each year. 
The Gateway Family YMCA offers a 
complimentary Community Membership for 
access to select programs and events for every 
member of the community focused on chronic 
disease prevention and social opportunities for 
seniors and families.   

Welcoming Week is an annual campaign and 

celebration to showcase the movement of 
communities striving to be more welcoming 
places. Launched in 2012 by Welcoming 
America and its members, Welcoming Week 
provides individuals and communities the 
opportunity to proclaim welcoming values 
through events and local initiatives that foster 
mutual understanding between people and foster 
a deeper sense of belonging.  

The Gateway Family YMCA is a leading 
501(c)(3) non-profit, health and community 
service organization committed to strengthening 
community by connecting everyone to their 
potential, purpose and each other.  Working 
locally, the Y focuses on empowering young 
people, improving health and well-being, and 
inspiring action in and across communities.  

For more information about The Gateway 
Family YMCA or Welcoming Week, visit 
tgfymca.org or contact the Elizabeth Branch 
908-355-9622, Five Points Branch 908-688-
9622, Rahway Branch 732-388-0057 or 
Wellness Center Branch 908-349-9622.

(above) Welcoming Week Celebration takes place at the YMCA September 12-21

JEFFERSON SUMMER 
SCHOLAR PROGRAM

Township of Union Public Schools 
The Jefferson Summer Scholar Program is a 

fun-filled academic enrichment experience 
designed to help rising fifth graders to stay 
engaged during the summer break. 

Through hands-on activities, creative projects 
and focused learning, students build confidence 
and prepare for the school year ahead. Our Union 
High School students played a vital role in the 
program’s success acting as mentors, tutors and 
activity leaders. HS volunteers worked with the 
Jefferson summer participants while constructing 
a water slide during the STEM class and working 
with small groups during a Reading Skills Task 
Card activity challenge. 

Courtesy Photo

SELL YOUR HOUSE FAST!

TOGETHER WE CAN 
FIND A SOLUTION (908) 858-3048

Facing Foreclosure 
Behind On Payments 
Unwanted Inheritance 
Problem tenants 
Divorce 
House Needs Repair

MOUNTAINSIDE PAL 
TOWN WIDE GARAGE SALE 
SATURDAY, SEPT. 13 2025  

9 A.M. - 2 P.M.  
MAP PICK UP AT THE LIBRARY· 8 AM SALE DAY  

For more information or to  
get a link to the sale application, please e-mail 
Mountainsidegaragesale@gmail.com
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MURSELI PRO 
CONSTRUCTION
908-361-6372

• All Work Guaranteed 

• 24/7 Emergency Service 

• 15% Senior Discount 

• Major Credit Cards 

• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

ROOFING

MASONRY

GUTTERSCHIMNEY
• CLEANING 
• RE-LINE 
• REPAIRS 
• REBUILD 
• CAPPING

• CLEANING 
• INSTALLATION 
• SCREENING 
• REPAIRS 
• REPLACEMENTS

• RE-ROOF 
• NEW ROOF 
• ROOF REPAIRS 
• SHINGLES 
• FLAT ROOF

SIDING
LARGE  
SELECTION  
OF QUALITY 
STYLES AND 
COLORS

• DRIVEWAYS 
• STEPS 
• BRICK & BLOCK 
• SIDEWALKS 
• REPAIR

FOUNDATION
• NEW  

FUNDATIONS 
• REPAIRS 
• WATERPROOFING

Family 
Owned & 

Operated For 
20 Years

Expert Exterior Home Makeovers & Repairs
Call today for a FREE estimate 
for all jobs large and small. 
We deliver the highest quality  
craftemenship by experienced, 
professional masons at the  
most competative pricing. 

Deal direct with owner-operator 
and get custome personal service.
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SCOUT TROOP 23 ATTENDS SUMMER CAMP
Boy Scout Troop 23, which is sponsored by 

St. Genevieve’s Church of Elizabeth, recently 
held their annual summer camp at Winnebago 
Scout Reservation in Rockaway, New Jersey. 
Fifteen Scouts and six adult leaders spent a 
week in their traditional Delaware campsite. 

The Scouts learned outdoor skills and 
worked on merit badges in camping, cooking, 
fishing, mammal study, basketry, kayaking, 
and chess to name a few. Scouts spent a lot of 
time fishing in Durham Pond.  

Other activities included shooting at the 
archery, rifle and shotgun ranges,; riding a ¼-
mile long zip line across the camp lake and 
back again; celebrating a birthday with the 
Order of the Oar; and singing and dancing at 
the Friday evening Italian dinner.   

Troop 23 participated in two campwide 
campfires, took first place out of 10 troops in 
the campwide event and the triathalon, second 
place in the Water Carnival, and third place in 
the Cleanest Campsite Award.  

(above) Scouts of Troop 23 are ready to ride the ¼-mile long zip line across Durham Pond.

(above) Scouts of Troop 23 on the fishing dock 
during their annual week-long summer camp in 

July at Winnebago Scout Reservation.

(above) Ellis was one of several Scouts who 
earned their Firem’ Chit privilege so they can 

safely build and tend a camp fire.

Seven Scouts from Troop 23 were 
recognized at the Friday night campfire for 
earning the Acorn Award, which required 
completion of 5 separate activities. 

Cub Scouting provides activities and 
training for boys and girls in the first through 
fifth grades. Boy Scouting is for boys who are 
at least 11 years old or graduated from the fifth 
grade. New members are welcome at any time, 
all year round.  

Cub Scout Pack 23 and Scouts BSA Troop 
23 have served the youth of St. Genevieve’s 
parish and the surrounding area for over six 
decades. These units have earned hundreds of 
awards on the local and national level, have 
produced 80 Eagle Scouts, and have leaders 
who are well-known and widely respected by 
other Scout leaders across the country. 

For more details,  
please contact Dan Bernier, Scoutmaster,  
at 908-451-1948  
or webfoottroop@gmail.com.

Angel Masonry LLC

908-276-6241 
angelmasonryllc@aol.com

• Steps/Patios/Sidewalks  
• Retaining Walls/Cultured Stone  
• Pavers/Concrete 
• Belgium Block 

a u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile 
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall  

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical 
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Electrical Lic. # 14616  
& Plumbing w #8660

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
ALL PHASES OF ELECTRICAL WORK 
Electrical Repair • Control Wiring • Circuit Breakers 
Electrical Panels • Smart Home Services • Boilers  

• Smoke Detectors • FREE Estimates
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT - 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

201-600-3530 
SHORT CIRCUIT SPECIALIST

Lic.# 
888400

Bonded 
& Insured

WIRED RITE 
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

www.vdsnj.com 
facebook.com/vdsnj 
email: ira@vdsnj.com 

908-964-4004 
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

• Video Tape Transfers • DVD & FlashDuplication 
• High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning

50TH REUNION FOR CLASS OF 1975 
Battin, Thomas Jefferson & Edison High Schools 

in Elizabeth NJ 
Saturday, October 11, 2025 

from 6-11pm 
Hilton Garden Inn 

Route 22 West in Springfield. 
The cost is $145.00 per person - guests invited. Dona-

tions are also welcomed.  
Interested parties should contact  

Linda Mallozzi by email at lemlaw@comcast.net. 

I BUY OLD MOTORCYCLES 
All Types - Running or Not

Call or Text Glenn 
732-556-7636

Same Day  
Pick-up 
 
We Pay Cash

Join Cub Scout Pack 23 and Boy Scout Troop 23! 
For more details, please contact Dan Bernier, Scoutmaster,  

at (908) 451-1948 or webfoottroop@gmail.com

Courtesy Photos
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GREEK FESTIVAL CELEBRATES CULTURE
Get ready to immerse yourself in the vibrant 

sights, sounds, and flavors of Greece at the 48th 
Annual Greek Festival, taking place at the St. 
Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church in Union, 
NJ. This eagerly anticipated event, the largest 
and longest-running Greek Festival in Union 
County, will delight attendees from September 
4th to September 7th, 2025, with a weekend of 
cultural immersion, culinary delights, and 
family-friendly entertainment. 
WHAT TO EXPECT: 
• Authentic Greek Cuisine: Indulge in a feast 

of traditional Greek dishes including 
souvlaki, moussaka, pastitsio, spanakopita, 
loukoumades, and baklava, all freshly 
prepared on premises with the finest 
ingredients reminiscent of your Greek Yia-
yia’s cooking. 

• Live Music and Dance: Experience the lively 
rhythms of Greece with live music and dance 
performances featuring traditional Greek folk 
music and dances such as syrtaki and 
kalamatianó. 

• Artisan Marketplace: Browse through a 
bustling marketplace offering handmade 
jewelry, clothing, and imported goods from 
Greece. 

EVENT DETAILS: 
• Dates: September 4th to September 7th, 2025 
• Location: St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox  

Church, 721 Rahway Ave, Union, NJ 07083  
(Free Parking in neighboring lots) 

• Admission: $2 general admission;  
a portion of admission proceeds benefit local 
Union Township/Union County charities “We 
are thrilled to invite the community to join us 
for our 47th Annual Greek Festival,” said 
Betty Spiropoulos, Festival Committee Co-
Chair “This event is a celebration of our 
Greek heritage and a wonderful opportunity 
for everyone to experience the warmth and 
hospitality of our culture.” 

ABOUT THE ST. DEMETRIOS  
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH: 

Established in 1928 in Newark and relocated 
to Union in 1984, the St. Demetrios Greek 
Orthodox Church has been a cornerstone of the 
Union Township community, celebrated for its 
rich diversity and dedication to promoting 
Greek culture, faith, and community spirit. Over 
the years, it has warmly welcomed people from 
various backgrounds, fostering an inclusive 
environment that embraces cultural diversity 
and unity among its members. 
SOCIAL MEDIA: 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for 
updates and behind-the-scenes looks at the 
festival: @stdemetriosunion 

Don’t miss out on this unforgettable 
celebration of Greek culture and community! 
Join us at the 48th Annual Greek Festival in 
Union, NJ, for a weekend filled with delicious 
food, vibrant music, and family-friendly fun.

DJ Twin 
MOBILE DISC JOCKEY SERVICES

973-991-5585 
Email: djtwin4nj@gmail.com • Instagram@djtwinnj

• Corporate Events 
• Wedding Receptions 
• Sweet 16’s 
• Birthday Parties 
• Outdoor Events 
• Special Events 
• Cookouts 

We also rent: cold spark machines,  
marquee numbers, up lighting: 

black lights, and more!

• Hip Hop • R & B • Reggae 
• House Music • Top 40

“LIVING” ARTWORK FEATURED IN UNION CENTER
The incredible "Reflections of Ordinary Life" 

exhibition, featuring sculptures by Seward 
Johnson, was delivered and installed throughout 
Union Center in August. These vibrant new 
public art installations will be a captivating 
presence for the next six months, merging the 
essence of everyday life with incredible realism 
and intricate detail. Johnson's unique artworks are 
extremely famous and have been shown 
throughout cities within the United States and 
worldwide. Don’t miss the opportunity to 
experience them in Union Center! 

Seward Johnson was a New Brunswick native, 
visionary, artist, and philanthropist that 
established an international community of artists 

with The Seward Johnson Atelier in Hamilton, 
NJ, later going on to create Grounds For 
Sculpture, a 42-acre nonprofit sculpture park, 
museum, and arboretum on the site of the former 
New Jersey State Fairgrounds. 

Seward was awarded the International 
Sculpture Center's 2019 Lifetime Achievement 
in Contemporary Sculpture Award and in the 
same year he and his wife Cecelia Joyce Johnson 
received the Thomas H. Kean Arts Advocacy 
Award from the George Street Playhouse. 
Seward passed away at the age of 89 in March of 
2020, but the Atelier continues his legacy, 
preserving works of art while creating cultural 
experiences and expanding artistic possibility.

Courtesy Photos
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We Mail 200,000 Newspapers 
  to Every Home & Business 
    in 30 Towns!

Advertise  in any  number of towns

Joe Renna 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPERS RATE SHEET 

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

We print Full Color 
2-Sided, Flyers and 

Menus that get inserted 
into the newspapers, 
and mailed to every 

home and business in 
Town for as low  

as $100 per thousand.
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LIBRARY PROGRAMS TO MAKE THIS SEPTEMBER, ONE TO REMEMBER 
For more information about our adult programs and resources, please call Adult Services at (908)-851-5450 extension 3, or our Vauxhall 

Branch at (908)-851-5451, or check out our website at uplnj.org or visit us at the Vauxhall Branch at 123 Hilton Ave.

We recommend everyone sign up for our to 
keep up with new programs, services, and 

updates about the library - visit 
uplnj.org/newsletter. Registration is required for 

all events - visit uplnj.org/events. 
Library Karaoke!  (Vauxhall Branch Library) 

Wed. 9/3 @ 6:00 pm 
Do you think you can sing better than Whitney 
or Taylor? Maybe you have better moves than 

the King of Pop? Join us for some fun and meet 
some new people as we sing some music hits. 

Black Feminism: A Film & Community  
Discussion (Vauxhall Branch Library) 

Sat. 9/6 @ 1:00 pm 
Please join us at the Vauxhall Branch Library as 
we watch and discuss a lively and illuminating 
documentary that explores the double-edged 
sword of racial and gender oppression that 

Black women face in America. 
Driver Safety Conference  
(Vauxhall Branch Library) 

Mon. 9/8 @ 6:00 pm 
Please join us as retired driving instructor, Mr. 

Robert Thomas does an interactive presentation 
that encourages, inspires & helps drivers, both 

new as well as seasoned, to look at what's really 
happening on our roads. 

Wednesday Night Trivia: At the Movies  
(Vauxhall Branch Library) 

Wed. 9/10 @ 6:00 pm 
Do you love going to the movie theatre? Are 
you a fan of Spike Lee or Martin Scorsese? 

Please join us for a night full of fun and prizes 
as you test your movie knowledge! 

George Washington, New Jersey, and the 
Revolutionary War (Vauxhall Branch Library) 

Sat. 9/13 @ 1:00 pm 
George Washington was certainly central to The 
Revolutionary War. In many ways, so was New 

Jersey. This lecture will be done by Mr. Joel 
Farkas,  who is a volunteer docent and tour 

guide for the National Park Service at 
Washington's Headquarters in Morristown, NJ. 

Foster & Adoption in New Jersey (Main Library) 
Mon. 9/15 @ 6:00 pm 

Join us with Kimberly Geller of the New Jersey 
Division of Children and Families, who will be 
presenting on Fostering and Adoption in New 

Jersey. Discussion points will include 
requirements for becoming a foster parent, how 

the process can be started, and how to adopt 
those already in the public system. They will 

also be answering any questions attendees may 
have about the foster system in New Jersey. 

Adult Dance Fitness (Vauxhall Branch Library) 
Mon. 9/15 @ 6:00 pm 

Get your exercise in with a fun cardio workout 
featuring hip-hop inspired dance moves, 

presented by Tiffany Taylor! 
Adult Crochet for Beginners  

(Vauxhall Branch Library) 
Wed. 9/17 @ 6:00 pm 

Please join us as Ms. Lisa Roberts teaches 
attendees the basics of learning how to crochet. 

Attendees can bring their own crochet hooks 
and yarn, but supplies will be provided! 

Off the Shelf Book Club (Main Library) 
Thur. 9/18 @ 6:00 pm 

This month the club will be reading The 
Library Book by Susan Orlean. Pick up your 

copy at the Main Library, or download it on the 
Libby app. Great way to make new friends! 
Fall Hearty Cooking: Chef Jesse’s Famous 
Shrimp & Grits (Vauxhall Branch Library) 

Sat. 9/20 @ 1:00 pm 
Please join us as Chef Jesse Jones returns to the 

Vauxhall  Branch Library for another 
informative and tasty cooking demonstration. 

For this program, Chef Jesse Jones will be 
preparing his famous shrimp & grits for the 

Fall. Chef Jesse Jones is a renowned chef and 
author known for his modern approach to 

southern cuisine. 
Marcus Garvey: Film & Community Discussion 

(Vauxhall Branch Library) 
Mon. 9/22 @ 6:00 pm 

Born in Jamaica in 1887, Marcus Garvey rose 
to become a towering figure of Pan-Africanism 

and one of the 20th century’s greatest mass 
leaders. Bringing a powerful message of Black 
pride and empowerment to the U.S. during the 
Harlem Renaissance. Please join us for a film 

viewing and community discussion on this 
leading figure in the Black Nationalist 

Movement. 
ESL Conversation Group (Main Library) 

Tues. 9/23 @ 5:30 pm 
Join us at the Union Public Library for our 

English Conversation Group. English is a major 
barrier to health for many within our 

community. This ESL-adjacent program offers 
monthly, 2-hour group sessions to support 

English speaking, writing, and listening skills. 
While loosely structured, sessions are informal 
and use ESL books, games, audio lessons, and 
role play to build proficiency with the English 

language. 
An evening of TRUST with Nancy Andino  

(Main Library) 
Thurs. 9/25 @ 6:00 pm 

Program will take the attendees through one of 
the experiential exercises, focused on the 

meaning of trust, how they use it as a guide in 
their relationships, decision making, and how 

the emotional responses and beliefs impact 
every aspect of themselves. This will be a 

program of connecting with others, sharing 
insights, and deepening trust. 

Hispanic Heritage Month Celebration: PRAHD’s 
Bomba Academy (Vauxhall Branch Library) 

Sat. 9/27 @ 1:00 pm 
Bomba is an emblematic Puerto Rican musical 

genre that emerged 400 years ago from the 
colonial plantations where West African 

enslaved people and their descendants worked. 
It remains one of the most popular forms of 

folk music on the island and serves as 
significant evidence of its rich African heritage. 

Please join us as PRAHD’s Bomba Academy 
captivate us with a performance for Hispanic 

Heritage Month. 
Vauxhall Negro League Baseball Club 

(Vauxhall Branch Library) 
Mon. 9/29 @ 6:00 pm 

Are you a baseball fan and love history? 
Perhaps you are a fan of Satchel Paige or the 
Kansas City Monarchs? Come join us where 
our goal is to preserve the history of Negro 

League Baseball. Our meetings will consist of 
presentations, discussions, film viewings, book 

talks, and much more. 
Meditation (Virtual on Zoom)    

Mondays @ 6:30 pm 
Join Bindu Bhatt for a virtual evening 

meditation session. No prior experience is 
necessary. Bindu has practiced meditation for 
over 30 years and wants to share her insight. 

Chair Yoga (Main Library) 
All Tuesdays in September @ 9:15 am 

Take a deep breath with friends and stretch! 
From beginners to professionals, join this 

popular class as a weekly series. Presented by 
the Gateway Family YMCA. Space is limited, 

please register to secure your chair! 
Walk-in Wednesdays: One-on-One Library 
Technology Assistance (Vauxhall Branch) 

Weds. @ 12:30 – 2:00 pm 
Get help with library resources, including 

downloading e-books from Libby and Hoopla, 
using the library catalog and resources, using 
mobile print, and using the photocopier and 

scanner. Registration is not required.

COMMUNITY LIAISON/SOCIAL WORKER JOINS LIBRARY STAFF
The Union Public Library is excited to 

announce a new addition to our team! We now 
have a Community Liaison/Social Worker on 
staff to help connect patrons with a wide range of 
services and support resources. 
Our Community Liaison/Social Worker, Jack 
Serzan, is available to assist with: 
• Job applications and résumé reviews 
• Applying for insurance through 

GetCoveredNJ, Medicaid, or Medicare 
• Referrals for health care, mental health, and 

addiction services 
• Support for aging adults and access to 

childcare resources 
• Legal service referrals and connections to 

organizations for chronic illnesses 
All services are free of charge. Jack will hold 

regular Drop-In Hours, and appointments can 
also be scheduled by phone or email. 

Please note: While Jack can provide guidance 
and referrals, clinical services such as therapy or 
case management are not offered. 

We look forward to helping our community 
access the resources they need! To schedule an 
appointment or learn more, contact: Jack Serzan, 
jserzan@uplnj.org, 908-851-5450 x3641
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