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MAILED FREE TO EVERY HOME  
AND BUSINESS IN RAHWAY

JUST IMAGINE! This ad that everyone is reading 
could be promoting your business.  

Mailed to every home and business in 30 towns!
Call Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • Visit RennaMedia.com

BUILD YOUR 
ONLINE 

PRESENCE:  
DFY* SERVICE 
*DONE FOR YOU  
Struggling to build  

your business' 
online presence? 

NJLocalInfo.com offers 
not only a powerful, 
cutting-edge content 

marketing service, but 
also a high quality local 
directory to connect you 

with leads directly. 
POST A FREE 

BUSINESS PROFILE 
VISIT 

NJLOCALINFO.COM

JLEP ANNOUNCES 2025 SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
The Junior League of Elizabeth Plainfield (JLEP) awarded 

three $4,000 scholarships at their Annual Dinner on May 21, 
2025 to college bound women who demonstrated a passion for 
volunteerism. The scholarship recipients are: 
• Vasyyah Mars of Rahway  

who will be attending Howard University 
• Erica Donohue of Westfield, NJ  

who will be attending Fairleigh Dickinson University 
• Laila Quallis of Westfield, NJ  

who will be attending Morgan State University. 
Bernadette Houston, chair of the JLEP Scholarship 

Committee said “With over 32 qualified scholarship 
applicants, our Scholarship review committee had their work 
cut out for them. It is amazing the dedication that these young 
women have, excelling in studies, sports, and community 
activities. It was quite a challenge to come up with the top 
three for the year, but we were finally able to reach a consensus 
and upon meeting the award winners, our decisions were 
confirmed. All the young women are well qualified and great 
representatives of their schools and communities, truly the 
future volunteers of Union County.” 

The Junior League of Elizabeth Plainfield awards 
scholarships each spring. To find out more about the League’s 
scholarship program or about how to join as a member, please 
contact the League at 908-709-117,  

or via email at office@jlepnj.org. 
 

ABOUT THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF ELIZABETH PLAINFIELD  
The Junior League of Elizabeth Plainfield is a chapter of 

the Association of Junior Leagues International, Inc. and is 
an organization of women whose mission is to advance 
women's leadership for meaningful community impact 
through volunteer action, collaboration, and training. Its 
purpose is exclusively educational and charitable. To learn 
more about the Junior League of Elizabeth-Plainfield please 
visit jlepnj.org. 

For more information about the Junior League of Elizabeth 
Plainfield, please contact:  

Stephanie Eckenrode,  
President, Junior League of Elizabeth Plainfield,  
call (908)709-1177  
or email information@jlepnj.org

(above, l-r) Liz Strong, Mary Jackson, Teri DiFrancisco, JLEP Scholarship Committee members, Vassyah Mars,  
Laila Qualis, Erica Donohue, Scholarship recipients, Bernadette Houston, JLEP Scholarship Committee Chair.

Courtesy Photo
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Renna Media, LLC, Publishers 
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016 

Our Town Rahway is published by Renna Media. 13,100 newspapers are printed 
monthly and mailed to every business and resident in Rahway, NJ. Although great 
care has been taken to ensure the information contained within is accurate, Renna 
Media assumes no liability for errors or omissions.  

©2025 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced without written consent 
from Renna Media LLC. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone you 
know accomplish something amazing? We are 
interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your 
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

 
ADVERTISING 

Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ Our Town Rahway

GREEK FESTIVAL CELEBRATES IN UNION -SEPT 7
Get ready to immerse yourself in the vibrant 
sights, sounds, and flavors of Greece at the 

48th Annual Greek Festival, taking place at the 
St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church in Union, 
NJ. This eagerly 

anticipated event, the largest and longest-
running Greek Festival in Union County, will 
delight attendees from September 4th to 
September 7th, 2025, with a weekend of cultural 
immersion, culinary delights, and family-
friendly entertainment. 
WHAT TO EXPECT: 
• Authentic Greek Cuisine: Indulge in a feast of 

traditional Greek dishes including souvlaki, 
moussaka, pastitsio, spanakopita, 
loukoumades, and baklava, all freshly 
prepared on premises with the finest 
ingredients reminiscent of your Greek  
Yia-yia’s cooking. 

• Live Music and Dance: Experience the lively 
rhythms of Greece with live music and dance 
performances featuring traditional Greek folk 
music and dances such as syrtaki and 
kalamatianó. 

• Artisan Marketplace: Browse through a 
bustling marketplace offering handmade 
jewelry, clothing, and imported goods from 
Greece. 

EVENT DETAILS: 
• Dates: September 4th to September 7th, 2025 
• Location: St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox  

Church, 721 Rahway Ave, Union, NJ 07083  

(Free Parking in neighboring lots) 
• Admission: $2 general admission.” 
SOCIAL MEDIA: 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for 
updates and behind-the-scenes looks at the 
festival: @stdemetriosunion 

Don’t miss out on this unforgettable 
celebration of Greek culture and community! 
Join us at the 48th Annual Greek Festival in 
Union, NJ, for a weekend filled with delicious 
food, vibrant music, and family-friendly fun.
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SAY GOODBYE 
  TO KNEE 
    & JOINT PAIN 
      WITHOUT 
        RADIATION 

Introducing RADIATION FREE KNEE INJECTIONS 
Under Ultrasound Guidance

Why Do You Need It?  
 
• You have knee pain that's so bad  

it interferes with everyday life.  
 
• You have tried nonsurgical treatments  

for several weeks or months and your  
symptoms have not improved.  

 
Benefits of Viscosupplementation  
 
• No pain from the injection  
• No recovery time  
• Quick results  
• No radiation 

Ask us about Viscosupplementation  
 
Viscosupplementation is a non-invasive, FDA-approved treatment proven 
effective for Osteoarthritis and other types of pain.  
 
Viscosupplementation is a procedure n which a gel-like fluid called 
hyaluronic acid is injected into the knee joint. Hyaluronic acid is a natu-
rally occurring substance found in joint fluid, acting as a lubricant to en-
able smooth bone movement and absorb shock when  
needed; Because people with osteoarthritis have a lower than normal con-
centration of hyaluronic acid in their joints, viscosupplementation is an ex-
cellent therapeutic option for these individuals.  
 
Viscosupplementation is a high-tech answer for all those who think that 
surgery, dietary supplements, and prescription medication are the only 
options for eliminating knee pain. In fact, this new treatment enables most 
people to get back to enjoying everyday activities in a matter of weeks. 
Treatment is covered by most major health insurance plans, including 
Medicare. 

If you answered "yes" to any of these questions,  
there's good news: NORTHEAST SPINE  
AND SPORTS MEDICINE can offer the relief  
you need to save a life free of knee pain. 

Do You Experience: 
• Joint pain or tenderness?  
• Joint stiffness after a period of inactivity  

or when you first wake up?  
• Loss of flexibility?  
• Grating sensation when you move?  
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THE GYPSY SPIRIT - NJ FESTIVAL ORCHESTRA 
Season-Opening Concert Features International Talent and Folk-Inspired Melodies

The New Jersey Festival Orchestra raises the 
curtain on its highly anticipated 2025–2026 
season with The Gypsy Spirit, a vivid and 
exhilarating journey through folk traditions 
reimagined in symphonic splendor. Under the 
baton of Maestro David Wroe, this electrifying 
program will be performed on Saturday, 

September 27 at 7:00 PM at The Presbyterian 
Church in Westfield and Sunday, September 28 
at 2:30 PM at the Sieminski Theater at 
Fellowship Village in Basking Ridge. 

Bringing together rich musical traditions of 
Eastern and Southern Europe, The Gypsy Spirit 
features works by Janáček, Bruch, and de Falla, 
performed by NJFO in collaboration with 
special guests Imperial Brass (Westfield 
performance only) and internationally acclaimed 
Armenian violinist Anush Nikoghosyan. 

The evening begins with Janáček’s 
Sinfonietta, a bold and ceremonial tribute to 
Czech national pride, featuring dazzling brass 
fanfares performed with Imperial Brass. This 
rousing work will be heard only at the Westfield 
concert. 

“Imperial Brass is very excited to be 
partnering with our Westfield neighbors, the 
New Jersey Festival Orchestra, in our first 
collaboration with this exceptional ensemble,” 
reports Imperial Brass. “[We] will be featured on 
Janáček's inspiring Sinfonietta, which opens 
with one of the great brass fanfares of the 
orchestral repertoire. Imperial Brass performs 
regularly at the Presbyterian Church in Westfield 
and throughout the state.” For more information, 
please visit imperialbrass.org.  

Next, Anush Nikoghosyan brings warmth, 
fire, and virtuosity to Bruch’s Violin Concerto 
No. 1, a romantic masterwork beloved for its 
soaring melodies and emotional power. 

The concert concludes with de Falla’s Three-
Cornered Hat Suites Nos. 1 & 2, an exuberant 
orchestral portrait bursting with Flamenco 
rhythm, Andalusian color, and theatrical flair. 

“The music in The Gypsy Spirit is a perfect 
marriage between the popular and classical 
idioms,” said NJFO Music Director David Wroe. 
“I'm also excited to be working with Imperial 
Brass; collaborating with the community is an 
essential part of our mission.”  

Concertgoers are invited to deepen their 
experience with a pre-concert lecture by Dr. 
Yifei Xu, NJFO’s Operations Director and 
renowned pianist, at 6:00 PM in Westfield and 
1:30 PM in Basking Ridge.
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$500 OFF 
Tankless  

Water Heaters 
(EXPIRES 9/30/25)

$150 OFF 
Whole Home 

Water Filtration 
System 

(EXPIRES 9/30/25)

$100 OFF 
Sump Pump 

Repair or 
Replacement 

(EXPIRES 9/30/25)

FREE 
DISPATCH FEE 

During Normal Business Hours 
Mon-Fri 8 am – 4 pm 
(EXPIRES 9/30/25)

$200 OFF 
Electrical 

Panel Upgrade 
(EXPIRES 9/30/25)

$75 OFF 
Any Plumbing 

Electric, Heating 
or Cooling Service 

(EXPIRES 9/30/25)

Coupon must be presented when work is performed. One coupon per transaction. Not to be combined with any other offers. Not valid on prior services. Coupon must be presented when work is performed. 
JS Needham-Master HVACR Lic. # 3980 • M Burt-Plumbing Lic. # 8389 • NJHIC # 13VH00255200 • PAHIC # PA001066

We are more than a home services company, we are a team built on 
trust, driven by purpose, and proud to serve the state we call home.
• AC/Heating Installations • Hot Water Heaters • Generators  

• Sump Pumps • Electrical Panels • EV Chargers

908-213-5882 
PrincetonAir.com

10% OFF FOR ALL VETERANS AND SENIORS - Ask our technician! 
Scan QR Code 

to Schedule Your 
FREE INSTALLATION  

ESTIMATE

START THE SCHOOL YEAR 
WITH SMART SAVINGS 
FROM PRINCETON AIR!

Hot Savings for 
PSE&G Customers!

Upgrade your heating & cooling system 

  and get up to $12,000 back instantly -  

   plus payments starting at just $123/mo 

COMFORT MADE AFFORDABLE! 

(Rebates available based on eligibility on qualifying systems.)

(above) Hickory Tree Chorus, a women's a cappella group, announces September Auditions  
for a November Show. Courtesy photo

SEPTEMBER AUDITION FOR NOVEMBER SHOW
Hickory Tree Chorus  

The award-winning Hickory Tree Chorus will 
hold auditions on September 17, 2025, at the 
Shrine of Saint Joseph in Stirling, New Jersey, for 
participation in their November 15th 2:00 PM 
show, “Thank You for the Music: A Celebration 
in Song”. 

Auditions will take place from 6:30 to 7:00 pm. 
Participants are asked to perform an a cappella 
song of their choice. Following the auditions, they 
are invited to stay for an additional hour to engage 
in vocal skill activities, observe chorus practices, 
and enjoy singing demonstrations. 

The performance will be held at The Concert 
Hall at Drew University in Madison, New Jersey. 
Recognized for its beautiful design and 
exceptional acoustics, the 433-seat Concert Hall 
has been sought after by major artists for both 
recording and performance since its opening in 
2005. 

The Hickory Tree Chorus has consistently 
demonstrated its exceptional talent, winning first 
place in Division A at the Greater NY/NJ Sweet 
Adelines Region #15 competition in Albany, New 
York in both 2024 and 2025.  Their top-scoring 
performance at the 2025 competition earned them 
a coveted spot in the Harmony Classic at the 78th 
Annual Sweet Adelines International Convention 
& Competition in October 2026, which will be 
held at the Greater Columbus Convention Center 
in Columbus, Ohio. 

Master Director Carolyn Schmidt, a member 

of Hickory Tree Chorus since 1974 and musical 
director since 1994, has been instrumental in the 
chorus’s success. She is one of only five active 
Master Music Arrangers in Sweet Adelines 
International and arranges a significant portion 
of Hickory Tree’s unique repertoire. In addition 
to her role as director, she serves as a Sweet 
Adelines International Approved Music 
Category Judge. 

Hickory Tree Chorus is dedicated to advancing 

the musical art form of four-part a cappella 
harmony sung in the barbershop style. As a 
chapter of Sweet Adelines International 
Organization, it has been entertaining audiences 
in the New Jersey area since 1968. They believe 
every voice counts and encourage women singers 
of all ages, colors, ethnicities, and orientations to 
visit us and share our joy of music. 

Visit hickorytreechorus.org  
for more information or call 908-377-1399.
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MURSELI PRO 
CONSTRUCTION
908-361-6372

• All Work Guaranteed 

• 24/7 Emergency Service 

• 15% Senior Discount 

• Major Credit Cards 

• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

ROOFING

MASONRY

GUTTERSCHIMNEY
• CLEANING 
• RE-LINE 
• REPAIRS 
• REBUILD 
• CAPPING

• CLEANING 
• INSTALLATION 
• SCREENING 
• REPAIRS 
• REPLACEMENTS

• RE-ROOF 
• NEW ROOF 
• ROOF REPAIRS 
• SHINGLES 
• FLAT ROOF

SIDING
LARGE  
SELECTION  
OF QUALITY 
STYLES AND 
COLORS

• DRIVEWAYS 
• STEPS 
• BRICK & BLOCK 
• SIDEWALKS 
• REPAIR

FOUNDATION
• NEW  

FUNDATIONS 
• REPAIRS 
• WATERPROOFING

Family 
Owned & 

Operated For 
20 Years

Expert Exterior Home Makeovers & Repairs
Call today for a FREE estimate 
for all jobs large and small. 
We deliver the highest quality  
craftemenship by experienced, 
professional masons at the  
most competative pricing. 

Deal direct with owner-operator 
and get custome personal service.
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NJDEP Environmental Justice Regulations  
Notice is hereby given, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 7:1C-4.1 

and the New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection (NJDEP) Environmental Justice (EJ) 
regulations that the Merck site, located at 126 East 
Lincoln Avenue, Rahway, New Jersey, intends to hold a 
public information session on October 22, 2025 at 6 p.m. 
to share details about its Title V permit applications and 
Environmental Justice Impact Statement (EJIS).   

The Merck site is classified by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and NJDEP as 
a major Title V facility. Title V of the Clean Air Act 
(CAA) directs States – like New Jersey – to develop and 
enforce an operating permit program that set air emission 
limits from specific sources.  This Title V operating 
permit is a legal document that is issued to all major 
sources of air emissions and cites what a facility must do 
to control sources of air emissions. Merck operates with 
a Title V operating permit under the EPA CAA.  

In September 2020, the New Jersey State Legislature 
signed an EJ law that requires the NJDEP to explore 
public health impacts and environmental stressors during 
review of environmental permits related to new, 
upgraded and expanded facilities. Regulations 
implementing this law were adopted by NJDEP in April 
2023. The Merck site is one of the many facilities in 
Union County and New Jersey that is subject to the new 
EJ Law, as it is a major-source permit holder located 
within an area designated as an “overburdened 
community” or OBC. 

The Merck site submitted its Title V renewal 
application to the NJDEP on May 23, 2024. This 
application incorporates various permit modification 
details that reflect new and pre-existing equipment for 
multiple projects at the Merck site. An EJIS is an 
extensive review of environmental and public health 
conditions in an overburdened community that identifies 
and analyzes: existing/adverse environmental public 
health stressors; cumulative stressors and a facility’s 
potential contributions to stressors; and mitigations that 
the facility can take to avoid adverse cumulative impacts 
to the community. The public can view a copy of 
Merck’s EJIS at the Linden Free Public Library (31 E 

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice to Release Title V Permit Renewal and Environmental Justice Impact Statement and Intent to Hold Public Information  
Session for Title V Operating Permit Program Interest (PI) No. 41712, Title V Operating Permit Renewal Activity  
No. BOP240005 and Title V Operating Permit Modifications Activity No. BOP240004, EJ Project No. 35009928

Henry St, Linden, NJ 07036) and Rahway Public Library 
(2 City Hall Plaza, Rahway, NJ) or online at the New 
Jersey Department of Environmental Protection’s 
website: https://dep.nj.gov/ej/meetings/#union.  

Merck will hold a public information session on 
October 22, 2025 at 6 p.m. at the Linden Free Public 
Library – Columbia Bank Room located on 31 E Henry 
St, Linden, NJ 07036 and on Zoom. To attend the 
meeting on Zoom, please register at the following link: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Gh3m1v
KfTqaWs_cVXayZhA. Merck will accept public 
comments at the information session and during a 90-
day comment period from August 22 to November 22, 
2025. Comments on Merck’s EJIS may be submitted via 
email to: Charris.alexander@merck.com or via mail to: 
Merck EJ Comment, C/O Environmental Resources 
Management, Tony Bianchini, 200 Charles Ewing 
Boulevard, Suite 160, Ewing, NJ 08628.

MERCK SITE, RAHWAY/LINDEN, NJ

YMCA RAHWAY STEAM CENTER
The Gateway Family YMCA – Rahway 

Branch, 1564 Irving Street, Rahway received a 
$1,500 Business Improvement Grant from the 
Rahway Chamber of Commerce. This grant 
provided supplies to complete the Rahway 
Branch STEAM  (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts and Match) Educational 
Learning Center for youth programming. 

STEAM programs at The Gateway Family 
YMCA – Rahway Branch include fun programs 
like Creative STEAM Builders, Future STEAM 
Builders and Lego Engineering as well as 
learning integration within Summer Day Camp, 
Child Care and other YMCA programs. 

“With the addition of a STEAM Educational 
Learning Center, our youth can experience 
hands-on learning opportunities with age-
appropriate activities and supplies, thanks to our 
partners at the Rahway Chamber of Commerce,” 
stated Jessica Keavney, Rahway Branch 
Associate Executive Director. 

The Gateway Family YMCA is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit, health and community service 
organization of caring staff and volunteers 
dedicated to strengthening community through 
Youth Development, Healthy Living and Social 
Responsibility.  The Y doesn’t just strengthen 
bodies – it strengthens people, families and 
communities.  

For more information about The Gateway 
Family YMCA, visit tgfymca.org or contact the 
Rahway Branch at 732-388-0057.

(left) The Rahway Chamber of Commerce 
provided a Grant for STEAM Learning at the 
The Gateway Family YMCA – Rahway Branch.

Courtesy Photo

COUNTDOWN TO 
JULY 4TH, 2026 

America250 - In New Jersey & Nationwide

Next year, on July 4, 2026, the United States 
of America will commemorate and celebrate the 
250th anniversary of the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence. This historic 
milestone is an opportunity to pause and reflect 
on our country's past, to honor the contributions 
of all Americans, and to also look ahead towards 
the future that we want to create and leave behind 
for the next generation of Americans. 

On the federal level, America250 is a 
nonpartisan initiative working to engage every 
American in commemorating the 250th 
anniversary of our country. This multi-year effort, 
from now through July 4, 2026, is an opportunity 
to pause and reflect on our nation’s past, honor 
the contributions of all Americans, and look 
ahead toward the future we want to create for the 
next generation and beyond. 

In New Jersey, RevolutionNJ has been set up 
and is a partnership between the New Jersey 
Historical Commission (NJHC), a division of the 
New Jersey Department of State, and the 
nonprofit Crossroads of the American Revolution 
Association to plan the commemoration of the 
250th anniversary of the American Revolution in 
New Jersey.
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ROOFING
CHIMNEYS

GUTTERS

PATIOS

SIDING

MASONRY

STEPS FOUNDATIONS

KENZAROOFING 
  & CHIMNEY

908-627-9696 FAMILY OWNED 
BUSINESS. 

#13VH11991300

Before After

15% 
OFF 

SENIOR 
DISCOUNT

24/7 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE
With coupon. Cannot be  

combined with any other offer. 
Expires 9/30/25.

ROOFING & CHIMNEY SPECIALIST

$350 
OFF 
ANY 

CHIMNEY 
REPAIR

With coupon. Cannot be  
combined with any other offer. 

Expires 9/30/25.

$800 
OFF 
ANY 
NEW  

ROOF JOB

With coupon. Cannot be  
combined with any other offer. 

Expires Expires 9/30/25.

$400 
OFF 

NEW STEPS

With coupon. Cannot be  
combined with any other offer. 

Expires 9/30/25.

$1,300 
CHIMNEY  

LINER

$150 
GUTTER 

CLEANING

Average house size. With coupon.  
Cannot be combined with any  
other offer. Expires 9/30/25.

With coupon. Cannot be  
combined with any other offer. 

Expires 9/30/25.

$350 
OFF 
ANY 
ROOF 

REPAIR
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EARL C. HOAGLAND REMAINS THE MOST SUCCESSFUL COACH 
IN THE ANNALS OF RAHWAY HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS 

Submitted by Al Shipley, City Historian and Rahway Library Research Consultant

If one were to peruse the record books of 
Rahway High School’s football and baseball 
teams, the name Earl C. Hoagland stands out as 
the coach who amassed the most impressive 
records. In    Hoagland’s 15 year tenure as 
football coach (1938-1952), he guided his squads 
to an over-all record of 96-26-11 and earned 8 
sectional titles. His baseball teams won seven 
sectional crowns, the Greater Newark 
Tournament in 1950 and 1957 and four Union 
County championships (1950, 1956, 1958, and 
1961) during his 32 years in the dugout (1940-
1971.) 

The Rahway High football team was a 
dominant force in the state in the infant days of 
high school football until the late 1920s. Early 
coaches included Walter Short (1910-1914), Earl 
Walters (1915-1922), Al Brooks (1923-1925), 
and Austin Singer (1926-1930), all who guided 
their teams to great success. Coach Brooks alone 
captured two state championships in his three 
seasons in Rahway. However, during the 1930s, 
the teams fell on hard times, and Rahway fans 
demanded a change of the coaching staff to bring 
RHS back to glory.   

They found their coach in Earl Hoagland. 
Hoagland, a graduate of Purdue University’s 
class of 1935, had played three sports in his 
collegiate career, but his true call was in 
coaching. After graduation, he spent a year as an 
assistant coach at Clemson University and a year 
later came north to lead North Plainfield High to 
a Somerset County championship. It was Rahway 
High’s good fortune that the Board of Education 
saw something special in the young coach and 
hired him in January, 1938. He was also hired to 
develop the intramural baseball squad which was 
slated to become a varsity sport in 1940.    

It took only two seasons before Hoagland 
started his remarkable run of successful 
campaigns. After winning the final contest of his 
second season, in which the team ended 4-3-2, 
Hoagland’s teams would post a 29 game 
undefeated streak. While the streak ultimately 
ended in a 7-0 loss to Morristown in 1943, it 
wasn’t before Rahway captured Group 3 
Sectional championships in 1941 and 1942. At 
the time, the streak was the longest in the history 
of Union County football.   

His success didn’t stop with the end of his 
streak. A firm believer in hard work and proper 
execution of fundamentals, his teams would go 
46-5-2 from 1947-1952, and in all six seasons, 
the Rahway gridders would be awarded 
championships in their state section. Hoagland 
would go out on a high note posting a 9-0 record 
in his final season in 1952. 

Coach Hoagland’s resignation in December, 
1952 naturally caught everyone in the city by 
surprise and rumors surrounding his departure 
from the football program were rampant. To quell 
the controversy, Hoagland placed a statement in 
the local papers saying, “During that fifteen year 
period, the effort has been mentally and 
physically exhausting.” His exhaustion may have 

stemmed from the fact that during the years that 
he was coaching football he was also spending 
almost four months each spring coaching the 
baseball team.   

Hoagland’s results on the diamond were 
almost as impressive as those on the gridiron. 
Baseball as a varsity sport in Rahway started in 
1940, and one can only imagine the difficulty of 
competing against teams that had been long 
established. Yet within only five years, 
Hoagland’s 1944 team finished with a 13-5 
record and joined Linden High as co-champions 
of North Jersey, Group 3 Section 2. Over the next 
14 years, his teams would prove to be powerful 
opponents against the best in Union, Middlesex, 
and Essex Counties.  

The heavy hitting 1950 team made Union 
County history by becoming the first team to win 
high school baseball’s Triple Crown. They were 
named the champions of Union County, were 
selected sectional Group 2 champs, and best of 
all, won the Greater Newark Tournament. This 
last tournament, emblematic of the State 
Championship, was considered the most coveted 
honor in all of New Jersey high school baseball. 
Hoagland’s teams would go on to win three more 

Union County titles (1956, 1958, and 1961), and 
the 1957 team, although losing the final game of 
the county tournament, won the Greater Newark 
Tournament. By season’s end, they were selected 
as the top team in the state.    

In 1960, Hoagland was appointed Rahway’s 
Director of Athletics, but his love of coaching and 
baseball kept him on the diamond. After the 
successful 1961 season, and with his best years 
behind him, Hoagland met with varying degrees 
of success until his resignation in February, 1972, 
ending a career spanning 32 baseball seasons. He 
retired from the Rahway school system at the end 
of the 1972 school year. 

A final tribute was bestowed on Coach 
Hoagland before the Thanksgiving Day football 
game in 1981 when “Earl C. Hoagland Day” was 
held at Veterans Field. Many fans including 
former players were present. The program 
included speeches by Board of Education 
members and Rahway’s mayor, Daniel L. Martin, 
and concluded with the naming of the new 
athletic field house in his honor. 

It was only fitting that Coach Hoagland’s Day 
ended with a 13-0 Rahway victory over rival 
Arthur L. Johnson Regional (Clark) High.  

(above) The 1952 RHS Football Team ended the season with a 9-0 record and was awarded the 
Group 3 Sectional Championship. It was the 4th season in a row that Coach Hogland’s teams won 

Group 3 honors.

(above) The 1950 RHS Baseball Team won New Jersey’s Baseball Triple Crown (county, group 
and state championships) and finished the season with a 20-2 record. Coach Hoagland is pictured 

in the 3rd row, far left.
Courtesy photos
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528 N. Michigan Ave. Kenilworth, NJ • 908-688-8333 
Hours: Monday - Saturday: 7:30 am - 5:00 pm • Sunday: Closed 

We accommodate the trade as well as the do-it-yourselfers! We are always ready to assist.
SOIL 

Compost.....................................$30 
Jersey Brown.............................$40 

MULCH 
Black Dyed................................$33 
Brown Dyed..............................$33 
Red Dyed...................................$35 
Hardwood .................................$24 
Playground................................$35 

QUARRY BASE MATERIALS 
Mason Sand ..............................$60 
3⁄4 Clean Stone...........................$58 
Stone Dust.................................$39 
QP ...............................................$48 

DECORATIVE STONE 
3⁄8 Riverbed / Pea Gravel .........$70 
3⁄4 Riverbed ................................$75 
11/2-3 Riverbed...........................$99 
3⁄4 Red Stone ..............................$84 
3⁄4 Goose Egg............................$125 
2-4 Goose Egg .........................$135 
3⁄4 Arctic White ........................$120 

Prices subject to change without notice.

HARDSCAPE 
• Cement 
• Cinder Block 
• Belgium Block  
• Curbing 
• Bluestone Treads 
• Diamond Blades 
• Limestone Treads 

TOOLS 
• Mason Tools  
• Landscape Tools 

DRAINAGE 
• Catch Basins 
• 3” & 4” Pipe 

LAWN & GARDEN 
• Grass Seed 
• Fertilizers 
• Peat Moss 
• Hay 
• Polymeric Sand 
• Paver Sealer 
• Paver Cleaner

FREE DELIVERY 
5 yards or more. Union County only. 

www.JerseyLandGarden.com

Prices 
per yardOne of the Largest  

Displays of Cambridge  
Pavers in the Area!
Waterfalls • Fireplaces  

• Fire Pits • Walls • Walkways  
• Patios • Curbs
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AREA ELKS SUPPORT OUR VETERANS
NJ Elks East Central District 

On May 31, the NJ Elks East Central District 
hosted a BBQ luncheon at their Mountainside 
Lodge for residents of the Lyons VA Medical 
Center. Attendees feasted on fresh grilled food, 
sandwiches, salads, and deserts. And the weather 
was perfect to enjoy the lodge's outdoor 
amenities. 

On June 13, Elks members from Rahway 
Lodge treated residents of the Menlo Park 
Veterans Memorial Home to a delicious catered 
lunch from White Castle. They then tended the 
raised garden beds of flowers, fruits, vegetables, 
and herbs that they had helped to plant in May. 

On June 20, the NJ Elks East Central District 
held a Cigar and Bunco fundraiser at their Stirling 
Lodge for members and invited guests to benefit 
the Veterans Service Committee. Participants 

enjoyed a wonderful evening of food, 
entertainment, premium cigars, prizes, and a 
tricky tray raffle. All proceeds will directly 
support local veterans and veterans causes, 
including the Elks Veterans Annex which 
provides hundreds of backpacks to homeless 
veterans each year and delivers Welcome Home 
Kits to formerly homeless veterans across the 
state. 

Elks pledge that as long as there are veterans, 
they will never forget them. Thousands of Elks 
volunteers across the country give generously of 
their time, energy, and resources to serve veterans 
and military members in their communities each 
day to ensure that pledge is not an idle one. You 
can visit the elks.org website to learn more about 
the many causes that Elks support and how to 
join.

(above) Elks give back to help local veterans.
Courtacy Photo

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
ALL PHASES OF ELECTRICAL WORK 
Electrical Repair • Control Wiring • Circuit Breakers 
Electrical Panels • Smart Home Services • Boilers  

• Smoke Detectors • FREE Estimates
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT - 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

201-600-3530 
SHORT CIRCUIT SPECIALIST

Lic.# 
888400

Bonded 
&  

Insured

WIRED RITE ELECTRICAL SERVICE

EARTH, WIND AND FIRE  
TRIBUTE BAND - OCT 4

The Sieminski Theater continues Act 2 of their 
2025 season with an incredible, high-energy 
tribute to the iconic band, Earth, Wind and Fire 
on Saturday October 4 at 7:30pm. 

The iconic musical group EARTH, WIND & 
FIRE achieved significant commercial success 
and critical acclaim, becoming one of the best-
selling music artists of all time with over 90 
million records sold worldwide. They are also 
highly regarded for their innovative sound and 
lasting influence on popular music. They scored 
eight number-one hits and released over 23 
albums, with several reaching double-platinum 
status. They were inducted into the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame, the Vocal Group Hall of 
Fame, and the NAACP Image Award Hall of 
Fame. They also received nine Grammy Awards, 
including a Lifetime Achievement Award in 
2012. 
EARTH, WIND AND FIRE 

The Earth, Wind and Fire Tribute Band share 
a great love and appreciation for the style and 
musicianship of the premier band of the 70’s, 
80’s and 90’s!  This incredibly talented band is 
based in Maryland and tours the country as they 
pay homage to one of the greatest bands of its 
era, bringing to life the magical R&B, funk and 
jazz sounds that continue to inspire and influence 
even the contemporary entertainers of today. 

From the funky and “earthy” grooves to the 
sophisticated and complex lyrics and 
orchestrations, the Earth, Wind and Fire Tribute 
Band continues to keep the music alive so that 
everyone will know the elements… Earth, Wind 
and Fire, will live forever!  They will be 
performing all the hits including Got To Get You 
Into My Life, Sing a Song, Shinning Star, 
Boogie Wonderland, Let’s Groove, That’s The 
Way of the World, September, and many more!  
They will have you on your feet and singing 
along to all the iconic hits!  

Don’t miss this opportunity to relive the 
musical hits of the 70’s, 80’s and 90’s with this 
incredible tribute.  

For tickets visit sieminskitheater.org or call 
the box office at 908-850-3892



OUR TOWN Rahway • Page 13 • September 2025          

YMCA CELEBRATES WELCOMING WEEK - SEPTEMBER 12-21
The Gateway Family YMCA will join 

Welcoming America, other organizations and 
YMCAs across the country to celebrate 
Welcoming Week, September 12-21. Welcoming 
Week is an annual celebration that encourages 
communities to come together, celebrate shared 
values and the integral part that welcoming plays 
in local neighborhoods. 

At The Gateway Family YMCA, the 
community is invited to visit the YMCA for an 
Open House with details and schedules available 
attgfymca.org/events including fun family 
programs, social events for all ages, a 
Community Health Fair, Blood Pressure Self-
Monitoring and programs open to the 
community.  In addition, the Y will be 
celebrating with events for program participants 
in Child Care, YMCA Residential Housing,  
Aquatics, Group Exercise and WISE 
Community Services programs. 

The Gateway Family YMCA is celebrating 
125 years of serving the community in 2025, 
which will be a theme included in this year’s 

Welcoming Week events.  This week-long 
celebration is an opportunity for neighbors to get 
to know one another and celebrate what unites 
us as a community.  

In addition to a YMCA Open House 
September 12-21, The Gateway Family YMCA 
is offering a Membership Special with $0 Joiner 
Fee on all memberships. Individuals and 
families are invited to tour and join at any 
YMCA branch in Elizabeth, Rahway and Union, 
or online at tgfymca.org/join-the-Y  with code 
WEL during Welcoming Week.   

The Gateway Family YMCA, along with 
Shaping Eastern Union County, Shaping 
Elizabeth, Shaping Rahway and Shaping Union, 
celebrate Welcoming Week locally each year. 
The Gateway Family YMCA offers a 
complimentary Community Membership for 
access to select programs and events for every 
member of the community focused on chronic 
disease prevention and social opportunities for 
seniors and families.   

Welcoming Week is an annual campaign and 

celebration to showcase the movement of 
communities striving to be more welcoming 
places. Launched in 2012 by Welcoming 
America and its members, Welcoming Week 
provides individuals and communities the 
opportunity to proclaim welcoming values 
through events and local initiatives that foster 
mutual understanding between people and foster 
a deeper sense of belonging.  

The Gateway Family YMCA is a leading 
501(c)(3) non-profit, health and community 
service organization committed to strengthening 
community by connecting everyone to their 
potential, purpose and each other.  Working 
locally, the Y focuses on empowering young 
people, improving health and well-being, and 
inspiring action in and across communities.  

For more information about The Gateway 
Family YMCA or Welcoming Week, visit 
tgfymca.org or contact the Elizabeth Branch 
908-355-9622, Five Points Branch 908-688-
9622, Rahway Branch 732-388-0057 or 
Wellness Center Branch 908-349-9622.

(above) Welcoming Week Celebration takes place at the YMCA September 12-21

MOUNTAINSIDE PAL 
TOWN WIDE GARAGE SALE 
SATURDAY, SEPT. 13 2025  

9 A.M. - 2 P.M.  
MAP PICK UP AT THE LIBRARY· 8 AM SALE DAY  

For more information or to  
get a link to the sale application, please e-mail 
Mountainsidegaragesale@gmail.com

DJ Twin 
MOBILE DISC JOCKEY SERVICES

973-991-5585 
Email: djtwin4nj@gmail.com • Instagram@djtwinnj

• Corporate Events 
• Wedding Receptions 
• Sweet 16’s 
• Birthday Parties 
• Outdoor Events 
• Special Events 
• Cookouts 

We also rent: cold spark machines,  
marquee numbers, up lighting: 

black lights, and more!

• Hip Hop • R & B • Reggae 
• House Music • Top 40
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50TH REUNION FOR CLASS OF 1975 
Battin, Thomas Jefferson & Edison High Schools 

in Elizabeth NJ 
Saturday, October 11, 2025 

from 6-11pm 
Hilton Garden Inn 

Route 22 West in Springfield. 
The cost is $145.00 per person - guests invited. Do-

nations are also welcomed.  
Interested parties should contact  

Linda Mallozzi by email at lemlaw@comcast.net. 

FOOD FOR FRIENDS AND OASIS CENTRE FEEDING THE WHOLE PERSON
Submitted by Board of Trustees Rahway 

Food For Friends 
From the moment the storm of the pandemic 

broke upon us in 2019, Rahway Food For 
Friends and Oasis Christian Centre have 
marched side by side in common cause. In the 
face of hardship and uncertainty, we did not 
falter but rose to meet the hour, answering the 
quiet yet urgent cry of our community. Of all the 
burdens borne by our neighbours, none has 
pressed more heavily than the scourge of food 
insecurity. And it is in this vital struggle that our 
partnership has shone most brightly, united in 
purpose and unwavering in resolve. 

In a noble expression of Christian charity and 
civic duty, Oasis Christian Centre undertook a 
food and essential needs drive to serve the many 
impoverished clients of Rahway Food For 
Friends. This worthy collection was held upon 
the grounds of the Centre itself, at 2052 Saint 
Georges Avenue in Rahway, New Jersey, a 
house of faith and compassion led by Pastors 
Fred McCarthy, Chris Gioello, Peter Hegel, and 
Paul Scala, whose spiritual guidance has ever 
been matched by their commitment to the 
common good. Once gathered, these provisions 
were dutifully conveyed by members of the 
Centre to our headquarters at 1221 New 
Brunswick Avenue, where the donations were 

Courtesy Photo
(above) Rahway Food For Friends and Oasis Christian Centre have marched side by side in common cause to feed the whole person.

received with deep gratitude. There, under the 
careful supervision of Director Latoyah and our 
devoted volunteers, each item was counted the 
sum bearing witness to the generosity and 
goodwill of a congregation that has answered the 
call of their fellow man. 

We must remark, with no small measure of 
admiration, that the total weight of the 
contributions reached over 2,000 LBS! 

In addition to the abundance of provisions, 
Rahway Food For Friends was also the grateful 
recipient of a financial contribution, a gesture 
both timely and noble, fortifying our efforts with 
the means to press on in our vital work. 

To the faithful family of Oasis Christian 
Centre, to Pastors Fred McCarthy, Chris Gioello, 
Peter Hegel, and Paul Scala. We extend our 
deepest gratitude for your unwavering 
compassion and bold leadership in these trying 
times. We are equally thankful to the Rahway 
Fire Department, whose ready assistance in the 
transportation of the donated provisions stands 
as yet another example of their steadfast 
commitment to the well-being of our community. 
Together, your efforts have not only filled 
shelves and stomachs, but have rekindled hope 
in hearts grown weary. Yet the work marches on. 
As we stand at the threshold of summer, we 
invite all men and women of goodwill to join us 

in our End Hunger for the Summer Program — 
a campaign not of charity alone, but of 
conviction, ensuring that no child, no elder, no 
neighbor shall face the long days of summer in 
hunger or in need. Let this be our charge, and 
may we press forward, undaunted and united, 
toward a season of sufficiency, dignity, and care 
for all. 

Oasis Christian Centre is located at 2096 St. 
Georges Ave., Rahway, NJ. Those who wish to 
learn more of their mission and ministry visit 
their website at oasisnj.net — a portal to the 
heart of a congregation devoted to faith, service, 
and the betterment of mankind. You can email 
Oasis@OasisNJ.net,or call 732-499-0040. 

RahwayFood for Friends is a 501 (c) 3 non-
profit organization which is 100% run by 
dedicated, hard-working volunteers. They have 
been feeding the hungry in Rahway since 1991. 
The organization’s longevity in serving the 
community of Rahway is due largely to the 
financial generosity of their supporters and the 
public. If you are interested in making a financial 
donation, you may do so by mailing it to Rahway 
Food for Friends, P.O. Box 1882 Rahway, NJ 
07065. You may also call to discuss how you or 
your organization can help 732-381-7201. For 
more information visit their website 
rahwayfoodforfriendsnj.org.

Residential Commercial

Colonia, NJ BlueStreakNJ.com

(732) 596-7525 
ROOF WASHING 

POWER WASHING 
GUTTER CLEANINGa u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile 
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall  

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical 
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Electrical Lic. # 14616  
& Plumbing w #8660
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LIBRARY EVENTS 
Registration is required for all yoga workshops 
and can be done by calling the reference desk 

at 732-340-1551 ext. 212. 

Registration is required for all yoga workshops. 
Yoga workshops for all ages 

September 11and 25 at 6:30 pm. 
Yoga for adults only 

September 15 and 29 at 6:30 pm.  
Line dancing at the Rahway Library 

September 13 and 27 at 2 pm.  
Bring your own fans!  

Senior Silver Screen Movies  
Then and Now series  

Ocean's Eleven (1960) 
September 5 at 12 pm. 
Ocean's Eleven (2001) 

September 26 at 12 pm. 
The Day the Earth Stood Still (1951) 

October 3 at 12 pm. 
The Day the Earth Stood Still (2008) 

October 24 at 12 pm. 
A Race To The Reckoning 

Saturday, October 11 from 11am-3pm. 
Breast Cancer Awareness Presentation 

October 23 at 6 pm 
Meet the cast and crew for a Q & A. 

The Rahway Public Library in collaboration 
with the Rahway Health Department and 

RWJUH Rahway will have a presentation on 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month in the library 

auditorium. 
New Book Club Launch  

September 18. 
Stay tuned for more details!  

Crochet Club 
September 9 & 22 at 6:00pm. 

Join us in our Discovery Studio. Bring your 
hooks and yarn. No registration required. 

Program is free and recommended for Adults & 
Teens 13+. 

Crochet Club 
October 6 & 20 at 6 pm 
in the Discovery Studio. 

Color and Tea 
Studio on October 18 at 2 pm. 

Enjoy coloring and sipping tea in the Discovery  
For ages 16+. No registration required. 

Materials will be provided or bring your own. 
Free to attend and open to the public. 

Teen Discovery Studio 
Wednesday, September 17 at 4pm 

Leftover Summer Crafts! 
Teen Discovery Studio 

Wednesday, October 22 at 4pm 
3D ghosties! 

Teen Spooky Movie 
Monday, October 27 at 5pm! 

Title TBD. PG-13.

AMAZING RESOURCES IN THE RAHWAY HISTORY ROOM
Rahway Public Library  

The Rahway History Room, located on the 2nd 
floor of the Rahway Public Library, opened on 
Monday, February 7, 2005 and soon became the 
place to go to get answers to any questions related 
to Rahway. 

Since its opening, a total of 1,897 patrons have 
visited the room, phoned, or emailed requesting 
research assistance. Patrons primarily come from 
Rahway, other cities in Union County, and from 
many other jurisdictions throughout the state. But 
it’s not just local people looking for information! 
Research has also been provided for individuals 
residing in thirty-six other states plus the District 
of Columbia, and this remarkable service has 
even been utilized by persons from Australia, 
Canada, England, France, and Serbia.  

These inquisitive souls have come through the 
doors looking for information on a variety of 
topics. The following is just a sample of some that 
have been researched on their behalf:  genealogy; 
obituaries; military and veteran topics; African-
American topics; and histories of homes, 
churches, the Fire and Police Departments, 
industries, sports, and social and fraternal clubs; 
to name a few. Patrons have also sought help 
from the History Room to do extensive research 
on some of Rahway’s notable citizens including 
Carl Sagan, Milton Friedman, Abraham Clark, 
Clifford Case, Nikola Tesla, Carolyn Wells, Dr. 
Fred Albee and the Boland brothers. 

All sorts of questions are asked, but here is a 
sample of some of the most common:  “When 
was my home built, and who were the previous 
owners?” “What happened at the Battle of 
Spanktown?” “What is the highest elevation in 
the city?” “How many car dealerships were 
located in Rahway?” “Are there any Sears 
Roebuck houses in the city?” “Is there any 
information on my relative who lived in Rahway 
in the late 1800s?” “How many taverns were in 
the city in the 1950s?” And “what kinds of fish 
can be caught in Rahway’s rivers and lakes?” 

These questions are answered because the 
Rahway History Room maintains a wide variety 
of available resources.  Some, but not all, 
include: microfilm of local newspapers, 1910-
2000, (which will soon be available online 
through a New Jersey State Library Grant); City 
Directories, 1873-1981; a copy of the New Jersey 
Historic Preservation Survey (a list of all the 
homes in Rahway with focus on homes built 
before 1911); 43 maps of the city, 1856-2022; 
Rahway High School Yearbooks, 1929-present; 
and many other primary and secondary source 
file-types. 

But probably the most valuable resource in the 
History Room is Mr. Alex Shipley, a 30-year 
former English teacher at Rahway High, who 
serves as Rahway’s City Historian and the 
library’s first Research Consultant. Mr. Shipley 
is in the History Room on the first Monday of 

each month from 3:30-7:30 p.m. and is also 
available to meet with patrons during the week by 
appointment.  Please call the library today to 
arrange a time to speak with Mr. Shipley.  

There’s a lot to discover in the Rahway History 
Room. Stop in!
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RISING STARS 2025 CELEBRATION
City of Rahway 

The “Rahway’s Own & Rising Stars” 
celebration brought together families, educators, 
city leaders, students, and Rahway residents 

to recognize some of Rahway’s brightest 
talents and future changemakers. The event, held 
on June 11 at Hamilton Stage, was filled wall-to-
wall with applause, emotion, and community 
pride. 

The evening honored four outstanding alumni 
as part of Rahway’s Own new inductees: Earl 
Clark, Kenrick Facey, Robert Taj Moore, and 
Susan Speidel. These individuals have made 
impressive contributions in sports, entertainment, 
law, and the arts. 

Two classes of Rising Stars, from the 2023 - 
2024 and 2024 - 2025 school years, were also 
celebrated. Students from local elementary 
schools, the 7th & 8th Grade Academy, Rahway 
High School, Union County Magnet School, and 
Saint John Vianney School were recognized by 
beloved educators and family members, who 
shared heartfelt stories about their achievements 
and character. 

The event was a collaboration between the City 
of Rahway, the Rahway’s Own Board 

Committee, and Rahway Public Schools, with 
production support from UCPAC. Every moment 
- from moving speeches by educators, parents, 
and community leaders, to the roar of proud 
families - captured the heart of what makes 
Rahway shine.  

“This night shows what Rahway is all about—
family, love, and lifting each other up,” said 
Mayor Giacobbe. “Our Rising Stars and 
Rahway’s Own honorees inspire us all. They 

Courtesy Photo(above)  Honoring Rahway’s Future and Legacy:  
A Full House Salutes Rising Stars and Rahway’s Own

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
National Night Out, a national community-

building campaign that promotes 
police-community partnerships, was held on 
Tuesday, August 5th in Rahway. The free event 
was hosted by the Rahway Police Department 
and featured giveaways and entertainment. 
Mayor Giacobbe along with members of the 
Police Department, and community partners, 
were on hand to interact with the community. 
National Night Out culminates annually on the 
first Tuesday in August. National Night Out 
enhances the relationship between neighbors and 
law enforcement while bringing back a true 
sense of community. Furthermore, it provides a 
great opportunity to bring police and neighbors 
together under positive circumstances. For more 
information visit natw.org.

Photos by City of Rahway

represent the best of our past, present, and 
future.”  

With every seat filled and spirits high, this 
event reminded everyone that great things are 
happening in Rahway - and that the future is 
already here, growing strong in our schools and 
neighborhoods.  

For more information about Rahway’s Own 
and Rising Stars, including how to get involved, 
visit rahwaysown.com. 
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(above) Past President of The Rahway Garden 
Club, James Keane, has been researching and 

answering garden questions since 1995.  
Visit 'Keane Gardener' blog at: 

keanegardener.blogspot.com

AUTUMN GARDENING CHORES & POISON IVY
'Poison Ivy and Its Control' for additional 
information.  

Whenever using chemical control take proper 
precautions. Wear protection and follow the 
directions on the label. 
AUTUMN GARDENING CHORES 

Fall officially starts on September 21, but the 
autumn planting season in our area begins in late 
August and early September as temperatures drop 
and conditions become favorable for planting. 
PLANTING TREES & SHRUBS 

Trees and shrubs planted in the autumn have a 
major obstacle they must overcome. In a short 
period of time the ground will freeze and root 
development will come to a halt until next spring.  

To help roots prepare for winter, trees and 
shrubs should be planted before October 1st, 
which is six to eight weeks before the ground 
freeze occurs in our areas. This gives the root 
systems time to adjust before the ground is frozen 
in mid-November. 
 RESEEDING AND LAWN RENOVATION  

No matter how beautiful your lawn is it will 
greatly benefit from autumn reseeding.  All plants 
including grass have a certain life span.  As the 
older grass dies away it leaves spots where weeds 
can take hold next spring.  The best way to avoid 
that is with thick lush growth.  Since we cut our 
lawns often they are not able to reseed 
themselves. 

This year the cool wet spring allowed fungus 
to take hold and kill large areas of lawns.  That 
was followed by a hotter than normal summer 
and heat waves.  These conditions left many 
lawns with large dead patches and in need of 
'renovation'.  

There is too much information to put in this 
article, but luckily we can get the best 
information from the professionals and 
volunteers at our Cooperative Extensions. 
Rutgers Cooperative Extension of Union County 
is our local resource. We can also utilize 
information from Penn State and Ohio State 
universities just to name a few.               
For example if you Google “Penn State, lawn 
renovations”, Fact Sheets will pop up with 
information that has been researched and tested 
by the professionals. Some Extensions even have 
YouTube Videos on topics ranging from proper 
planting techniques, pruning shrubs and 
vegetable gardening and much more. 

The Rutgers’s Cooperative Extension of Union 
County Garden Helpline has moved to Berkley 
Heights.  

Call them for more information at 908-654-
9852 or before visiting the office to make sure 
someone will be there to help you. 

Happy Gardening, 
 
                                James

Leaves of three, let it be. Hairy vines, no friend 
of mine. This rhyme is used to teach children 
how to identify and avoid Poison Ivy.  

Poison ivy is a toxic vine which brings misery 
to millions of people that come in contact with it 
every year. Although we are most concerned 
during the summer, every part of this plant is 
toxic at all times of the year. Even bare stalks are 
poisonous in the dead of winter. Therefore if you 
have poison ivy in your area it is important to 
safely eradiate it. 

Native to the eastern United States the vines 
can be found everywhere in local parks and 
forest, rambling though bushes and shrubs or 
climbing trees in the best of gardens, even yours. 
Poison Ivy thrives at the seashore where the salt 
water spray kills many other plants.  

In the spring small bright red to reddish purple 
leaflets appear first. These leaflets turn a glossy 
green by mid-summer. Each leaf consists of three 
leaflets that are two to four inches long. 

As summer turns to autumn this vine is often 
the first plant to change colors. Bright orange, red 
and yellow leaves make poison ivy easy to spot. 
These bright colors make September a perfect 
time to scan your property and area for Poison 
Ivy.   

A mature vine is easy to ID at any time of the 
year. Often as thick as a man’s wrist, the vines 
are covered with thousands of tiny hairs with 
allows it to cling to trees, growing as high as 50 
to 75 feet. Look but don't touch as this will also 
cause a nasty rash.  

Poison ivy has both male and female plants. 
The females produce clusters of white berries 
that hold on the vine throughout winter and are 
spread by birds that ingest the fruit.   

Do not burn poison ivy to control it. The fumes 
are very toxic when inhaled into your lungs.  This 
is a danger to firemen who might breathe the 
fumes in heavily infested areas like beach towns. 

If you do have poison ivy and keep children 
and pets a safe distance.   

Contact your local County Cooperative 
Extension for information on control and 
eradication. See Rutgers fact sheet (#1019) 

FREE - ALL WELCOME 
THURSDAY EVENING, 7-8 pm - Sept 18, 2025 

Merchants & Drovers Tavern Museum 
1062 ST. Georges Ave, Rahway, NJ 07065

(above) Leaves of three, let it be. Hairy vine, no 
friend of mine. 

Courtesy Photo

The Floraphile Garden Club of Cranford is 
looking for new members! We have monthly 

meetings, enjoy wonderful speakers, participate 
in hands-on workshops, tour beautiful gardens 

and perform lots of community service!  
For more information, please contact  
Linda Moore at lmoore106@aol.com.
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We Mail 200,000 Newspapers 
  to Every Home & Business 
    in 30 Towns!

Advertise  in any  number of towns

Joe Renna 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPERS RATE SHEET 

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

We print Full Color 
2-Sided, Flyers and 

Menus that get inserted 
into the newspapers, 
and mailed to every 

home and business in 
Town for as low  

as $100 per thousand.
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roselle park Multicultural  
and Heritage Music Festival
Saturday, September 27.2025 
Michael Mauri Park on Chestnut Street

4 Hot bands! 
3:45 PM    - Afro Dominicano 
2:20 PM    - Verdict 
1:00 PM    - Pradhanica 
12:00 PM  - Chris Bolger  

& Jamesons Gang

Food Trucks and Vendors
Presented by the Borough of Roselle Park, Diversity and Inclusion Committee and Greg Johnson Civic Association

Plus: Tristate  
Railway Historical 
Society Display

Celebrating diverse  
styles of music from 
around the world.

MULTICULTURAL MUSIC FESTIVAL COMES TO ROSELLE PARK
The Multicultural and Heritage Music Festival 

will bring a wide range of ethnic entertainment to 
Roselle Park on Saturday, September 27. 
Presented by the Borough of Roselle Park, 
Diversity and Inclusion Committee and Greg 
Johnson Civic Association, the festival will run 
from noon to 5 pm at Michael Mauri Park on 
Chestnut Street. It will feature food trucks, a CPR 
information station, local displays including an 
exhibit highlighting Roselle Park’s historic 
railroad system and performers celebrating 
diverse styles of music from around the world. 

3:45 PM  -- Afro Dominicano. Headlining the 
festival is a Latin fusion band performing what is 
called AfroCaribbean soul. Its traditional 
folkloric roots music from the Dominican 
Republic incorporates Afro beats, reggae, 
calypso, samba, funk, punk rock and other 
Caribbean rhythms. In addition to original songs, 
they include covers such as Bill Withers’ Just the 
Two of Us and Amy Winehouse’s Valerie. The 
band, acclaimed worldwide, features vocal, 
guitar, bass, accordion, drum, conga, guira and 
tambora. 

2:20 PM – Verdict. If you like to dance and 
love reggae and soca music, Verdict is the band 
for you. Verdict is fronted by vocalist and 
keyboardist Roland from Monserrat,  whose 
enthusiasm is infectious as he leads the audience 
to dance along with him as he plays. Guitarist 
Raga comes from Trinidad-Tobago and bassist 
Marcellino from Panama. Johnny Youth is the 
band leader and drummer. Their story continues 
as does their unending quest to play the 
transcendent jam, to create the perfect moment, 
to revel in shared experience with their fans. 

 
1:00 PM – Pradhanica. A contemporary 

Kathak dance production, Pradhanica, which 
means “female leader,” is led by Kathak dancer, 
choreographer and percussionist Jin Won. Its 
compositions use Indian rhythms for the African 
djembe, Spanish cajon, with Indian sitar and 
tabla. Exploring emotions of anger, joy, 
compassion and peace, Pradhanica shows the 
pure rhythmic aspect and emotional resonance 
of the dance form.  

(above) Verdict

(above) Pradhanica

(above) Chris Bolger and the Jamesons Gang

(above) Afro Dominicano

12:00 PM – Chris Bolger  
and the Jamesons Gang. This North Jersey-

based quartet has been bringing Gaelic-flavored 
rock, folk and ballads to pubs, festivals and other 
events in New York and New Jersey for many 
years. In addition to guitar, bass and drums, they 
incorporate Irish music staples such as the 
bouzouki, mandolin and banjo to provide a 
crowd-pleasing mix of traditional and modern 
tunes. 

Another highlight of the festival will be an 
exhibit showcasing the three railroads that 
nurtured Roselle Park’s growth into a vibrant 
community. The Tristate Railway Historical 

www.vdsnj.com 
facebook.com/vdsnj 
email: ira@vdsnj.com 

908-964-4004 
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

• Video Tape Transfers • DVD & FlashDuplication 
• High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning BSEAUTOMOTIVE 

www.bseautomotive.com

908-862-9071 
MAINTAINENCE & REPAIRS 
218 W. ELIZABETH AVENUE 

LINDEN, NEW JERSEY 
Corner of Lumber Street 

Accross from Train Station 
“Leave your car and take the train” 

Like us on Facebook
Second generation owned and operated 
at the same location for over 50 years.

HONEST, RELIABLE, QUALTY SERVICE

I BUY OLD MOTORCYCLES 
All Types - Running or Not

Call or Text Glenn 
732-556-7636

Same Day  
Pick-up 
 
We Pay Cash
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870 ST. GEORGES AVE. 
(RT. 27) RAHWAY, NJ 07065 
email: wittyswines@gmail.com

Witty’s 
Fine Wine and Liquors

ORDER ONLINE AT  
www.wittyswine.com  

732-381-6776 

PICK-UP CURBSIDE

ORDER ONLINE AT  
www.metroliquors.com 

908-925-1770 
PICK-UP CURBSIDE 

OR DELIVERY

Visit our facebook page for news of next tasting event: 
facebook.com/metrolinden

We specialize in hard to find items 
and custom orders, just ask!

15% OFF 
Any purchase of  

12 bottles of wine 
Restriction apply.  

Coupons not valid on sale items.

10% OFF 
Any purchase of  
6 bottles of wine 

Restriction apply.  
Coupons not valid on sale items.

WHISKY 
Ballantine ........................................1.75L ...................... $30.99 
Buchanan's 12yrs old ......................750ml...................... $29.99 
Buchanan's 12yrs old ......................1.75L ...................... $57.99 
Bushmill's Irish ...............................1.75L ...................... $46.99 
Chivas Regal....................................750 ml..................... $31.99 
Chivas Regal....................................1.75L ...................... $62.99  
Chivas Regal 18 yrs old ..................750 ml..................... $82.99 
Crown Royal ....................................750ml...................... $29.99 
Crown Royal ....................................1.75L ...................... $50.99  
Dewars 12 yrs old............................750ml...................... $26.99 
Dewars 12 yrs old............................1.75L ...................... $45.99  
Dewars White Label ........................750 ml..................... $20.99 
Dewars White Label ........................1.75L ...................... $33.99  
Gentleman Jack ...............................750ml...................... $29.99 
Gentleman Jack ...............................1.75L ...................... $52.99  
Glenmorangie 12 yrs old .................750ml...................... $46.99 
Glenlivet 12 yrs old .........................750 ml..................... $56.99 
Glenlivet 12 yrs old .........................1.75L .................... $104.99  
Grants ..............................................750ml...................... $15.99 
Grants ..............................................1.75L ...................... $24.99  
Jack Daniels ....................................750ml...................... $27.99 
Jack Daniels ....................................1.75L ...................... $48.99  
Jack Daniels Fire.............................750ml...................... $27.99 
Jack Daniels Fire.............................1.75L ...................... $48.99  
Jameson ..........................................750ml...................... $29.99 
Jameson ..........................................1.75L ...................... $58.99  
Jim Beam Whisky ............................1.75L ...................... $32.99 
Johhnie Walker Blue .......................750ml.................... $193.99 
Johhnie Walker Blue .......................1.75L .................... $419.99  
Johnnie Walker Black......................750ml...................... $29.99 
Johnnie Walker Black......................1.75L ...................... $59.99  
Johnnie Walker Double Black .........750ml...................... $35.99 
Johnnie Walker Red ........................750ml...................... $19.99 
Johnnie Walker Red ........................1.75L ...................... $33.99  
Macallan 12yrs old (double cask) ...750ml...................... $74.99 
Makers Mark....................................750ml...................... $29.99 
Makers Mark....................................1.75L ...................... $56.99 
  

GIN 
Beefeater .........................................1.75L ...................... $36.99 
Bombay Saphire ..............................1.75L ...................... $39.99 
Seagram's gin .................................1.75L ...................... $24.99 
Tanqueray ........................................750ml ..................... $22.99 
Tanqueray ........................................1.75L ...................... $38.99 
 

COGNAC & BRANDY 
Courvoisier V.S. ..............................750ml...................... $35.99 
Courvoisier V.S. ..............................1.75L ...................... $59.99  
Remy Martin V.S.O.P. .....................750ml...................... $44.99 
Remy Martin V.S.O.P. .....................1.75L .................... $129.99 
 

CORDIALS 
Bailey's Irish Cream ........................1.75L ...................... $47.99  
Duggan’s Irish Cream ......................1.75L ...................... $32.99  
Kahlua..............................................1.75L ...................... $45.99  
Krupnik.............................................750ml...................... $20.99 
Licor 43............................................750ml...................... $28.99 
Licor 43............................................1.75L ...................... $45.99  

VODKA 
Absolut (regular)..............................750ml...................... $17.99 
Absolut (regular)..............................1.75L ...................... $29.99  
Belvedere Organic Vodka ................1L ........................... $39.99 
Belvedere Organic Vodka ................1.75L ...................... $45.99  
Ciroc (all types) ...............................750ml...................... $29.99 
Ciroc (all types) ...............................1.75L ...................... $57.99  
Finlandia..........................................750ml...................... $19.99 
Finlandia..........................................1.75L ...................... $28.99  
Grey Goose ......................................750ml...................... $25.99 
Grey Goose ......................................1.75L ...................... $39.99  
Ketel One .........................................750ml...................... $19.99 
Ketel One .........................................1.75L ...................... $39.99 
Luksusowa Vodka ............................1.75L ...................... $25.99  
Pinnacle (all types)..........................750ml...................... $11.99 
Pinnacle (80 proof) .........................1.75L ...................... $17.99  
Skyy .................................................1.75L ...................... $21.99 
Sobieski ...........................................750ml...................... $12.99 
Sobieski ...........................................1.75L ...................... $19.99  
Stolichnaya (all types).....................1.75L ...................... $30.99 
Tanqueray Sterling ..........................750ml...................... $19.99 
Tanqueray Sterling ..........................1.75L ...................... $30.99  
Three Olives (all types) ...................1L ........................... $19.99 
Tito’s Vodka .....................................1.75L ...................... $31.99 

RUM 
Bacardi Light & Gold .......................750ml...................... $13.99 
Bacardi Light & Gold .......................1.75L ...................... $20.99  
Captain Morgan Spice .....................1.75L ...................... $27.99 
Malibu..............................................750ml...................... $14.99 
Malibu..............................................1.75L ...................... $27.99   

TEQUILA 
Cantera Negra Coffee Tequila .........750ml ..................... $29.99  
Deleon Blanco Tequila ....................750ml...................... $37.99 
Patron Silver....................................750ml...................... $44.99 
Patron Silver....................................1.75L ...................... $81.99 
Suave Lunar Tequila........................750ml ................... $117.99  

BEER 
Becks (12oz) ................................... 24pk....................... $29.99 
Blue Moon ....................................... 24pk ...................... $36.49  
Bud and Bud Lite cans ..................... 30pk ...................... $27.99  
Bud and Bud Lite loose bottles ........ 24pk ...................... $24.99  
Coors Lite (24oz) cans..................... 12pk ...................... $19.99 
Coors Lite/Miller Lite loose bottles . 24pk ...................... $24.99  
Coors Lite/Miller Lite ...................... 30pk....................... $27.99  
Corona/Corona Lite loose bottles .... 24pk ...................... $32.99  
Dab (16oz) cans ............................... 24pk ...................... $26.99  
Founders All Day IPA....................... 15pk ...................... $17.49  
Heineken/Heineken Lite bottles ...... 24pk ...................... $32.99  
Land Shark....................................... 24pk ...................... $30.49  
Modelo Especial cans...................... 24pk ...................... $30.99 
Pabst Blue Ribbon cans................... 30pk ...................... $20.99  
Pilsner Urquell ................................ 24pk ...................... $35.99  
Sam Adams Boston Lager .............. 24pk ...................... $37.99 
Stella Artois loose bottles................ 24pk ...................... $32.99  
Super Bock....................................... 24pk....................... $32.99 
Tarczyn (16oz) cans ......................... 24pk ...................... $27.99  
Yuengling Lager bottles................... 24pk ...................... $23.99  
Zywiec (11.2oz) .............................. 24pk ...................... $21.99 

ABC prices prevail other prices, limited to store inventory.  
Not responsible for typographical errors.  

Prices may vary.

“Cold or warm Beer = Same Price” 
“Visit the store for more In-Store Specials!”

Like us on Facebook: Facebook.com/metrolinden and Facebook.com/wittyswines
Hours: Mon. thru Wed. 9am - 9pm, Thur. - Sat. 9am - 10pm, Sun. 10am - 7pm

1179 WEST ST. GEORGES AVE. 
(RT. 27) LINDEN, NJ 07036 

email: metroliquors@gmail.com

TWO 
LOCATIONS

q t y ]

WINE 
Bartenura Moscato ...................................750ml............. $12.99 
Barone Fini Pinot Grigio ..........................750ml............. $10.99 
Bell Adagio Pinot Grigio ..........................1.5L ............... $11.99 
Beringer White Zinfandel.........................750ml ............ $  6.99 
Beringer White Zinfandel.........................1.5L ............... $10.99  
Black Box (All Types)...............................3L .................. $19.99 
Bonanza Cabernet.....................................1.5L ............... $40.99  
Carnivor Cabernet Sauvignon...................750ml............. $10.99 
Casal Garcia Vinho Verde ........................1L .................. $  6.99 
Cavit (All Types) ......................................1.5L ............... $15.99 
Clos du Bois Chardonnay ........................1.5 L .............. $19.99 
Dom Perignon...........................................750ml........... $239.99 
Dreaming Tree (All Types).......................750ml............. $13.99 
Ecco Domani Pinot Grigio........................750ml............. $11.99 
Freixenet Brut, Extra, Extra Dry..............750ml............. $11.99 
Gato Negro (All Types) ............................1.5L ............... $  8.99 
Gazela Vinho Verde ..................................750ml............. $  6.49 
Joseph Carr Cabernet Sauvignon.............750ml............. $21.99 
Kendall Jackson Vintners Chardonnay ....750ml............. $13.99 
Kim Crawford Sauvignon Blanc ..............750ml............. $13.99 
Louis Jadot Beaujolais Villages ..............750ml............. $14.99 
Louis Jadot Pouilly Fuisse ......................750ml............. $26.99 
Martini & Rossi Asti ................................750ml............. $11.97 
Menage a Trois Red .................................750ml............. $10.99 
Mi Amore Red...........................................750ml............. $  8.99 
Moet Imperial Champagne.......................750ml............. $46.99 
Noble Wine 337, 667................................750ml............. $11.99 
Papi (All Types) .......................................1.5L ............... $11.99 
Ruffino Chianti .........................................1.5L ............... $15.99 
Ruffino Tan label  ....................................750ml............. $19.99 
Santa Margerita Pinot Grigio...................750ml............. $22.09 
Silver Oak Alexander Valley Cabernet ....750ml........... $115.99 
Simi Chardonnay......................................750ml............. $13.09 
Woodbridge (All Types) ..........................1.5L ............... $12.49

Hours: Mon. thru Sat. 9am - 10pm, Sun: 11am - 8pm


