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RESCUE SQUAD’S ANNUAL FUND DRIVE IS UNDERWAY

Help Us Continue To Help You, Your Family, and Your Neighbors AT NO COST

The Scotch Plains Volunteer Rescue Squad has mailed its
2025 annual fund drive letter, emphasizing the importance of
the service the organization has been providing to local
residents for over 88 years. Unlike many other ambulance
services, the squad is 100% volunteer. Not one of our over 90
members is paid; we work for pride, not pay, so we NEVER
bill for our services.

When one of our ambulances arrives at an emergency,
highly trained and certified emergency medical technicians
(EMTs) provide an exceptional level of care and compassion.
Throughout the year, family members and friends write to
thank us for being there when they needed us the most.

The volunteer squad uses 100% of your tax-deductible*
donation to fully stock our ambulances with the most
innovative equipment. Last year, a new, state-of-the-art
ambulance was purchased to continue the tradition of
extraordinary service.

The organization also holds ongoing training and provides
uniforms free to our members.

Please help us get the word out to your family, friends, and
even your employers (who will often match contributions) that
our fund drive is underway. Those of you who have needed
our services in the past know all too well how valuable and
necessary the Scotch Plains Volunteer Rescue Squad is to the
township.

PLEASE MAIL IN YOUR DONATION TODAY TO THE
ADDRESS BELOW OR DONATE ONLINE AT
swipesimple.com/links/Ink fb861c9a

The Scotch Plains Volunteer Rescue Squad is also always
looking for new members. We need people willing to dedicate
time to helping their neighbors. If interested in volunteering,
stop by our building to pick up an application or complete one
at scotchplainsrescuesquad.com. All training is provided free
of charge.

Thank you for your continued interest, support, and
generosity.

Contributing Author: Susan Baldani,
a life member of the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad.

Courtesy photos

(above) The volunteer squad uses 100% of your tax-deductible donation to fully stock our ambulances
with the most innovative equipment. Last year, a new, state-of-the-art ambulance was purchased to continue
the tradition of extraordinary service.
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As your local Allstate Agent,
I'm here to help you find the
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Renna Media, LLC, Publishers
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016

Scotch Plains Monthly is published by Renna Media. 9,600
newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every business
and resident in Scotch Plains, NJ. Although great care has been
taken to ensure the information contained within is accurate,
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or omissions.

©2025 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced
without written consent from Renna Media LLC.

SEND US YOUR NEWS

Do you have a community service that you
need help publicizing? Did you or someone you
know accomplish something amazing? We are
interested in hearing about your latest
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com

ADVERTISING
Joe Renna: 908-447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com
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Find us on online: rennamedia.com
facebook.com/ Scotch Plains Monthly

NATIONAL VIETNAM WAR VETERANS DAY

Scotch Plains Township

Scotch Plains residents gathered at the
Township's Vietnam Veterans Memorial in front
of the Municipal Building on March 29 to mark
National Viethnam War Veterans Day. Vietnam
Veteran Joe McCourt led the ceremony alongside
fellow local Veterans Ralph Checchio, Frank

i

T

Chupko, Bob LaCosta and Mike Spataro. The
ceremony recognized the more than 2.7 million
American men and women who bravely served
in the Vietnam War and the more than 58,000
servicemen and women who lost their lives in the
conflict.
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Give yourself a break -

v WEEKLY LAWN CUTS
+ CLEANUPS

v MULCH
FREE

ESTIMATES

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR ALL OF OUR SERVICES

DSCAEINGICOM

CUSTOMER SERVICE - OUR BUSINESS; LANDSCAPING - OUR SPECIALTY!

SAMSIAN

Ville SAM’S  addill
LANDSCAPING

EGHPI-E'I'E PROPERTY GHEE

Wm@mmwﬁ@m

MENTION CODE "MAY'. VALID THROUGH 6/15/2025

WEEKLY LAWN MAINTENANCE SPOTS AVAILABLE
leave the mowing to us this year!
v/ PAVERS & PATIOS
v/ TRIMMING
v/ PLANTING

TEXT OR CALL
908-441-1302
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Call Today for a Free Estimate! [&] 855.624.6655
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¢ Wintdows & Doors

Payment Plans
HOME REMODELING GROUP IS S0 | BASEVEATS $308

ITCHEMS 5389 BATHROOMS 3199
ROOFING §147 DECESTPATIOS 5183
MDENG 3289 PORCHESSTERS $185

) ROOFING | SIDING | WINDOWS 2% Plans Avallable!
¥ Decks & Porches 0% KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BASEMENTS PR mmalepes oty sy OO
MASONRY | DECKS | PORCHES

VIRTUAL MEETINGS ALSO AVAILABLE

Interior & Exterior Remodeling | Family Owned & Operated
100% FINANCING AVAILABLE | 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

MJDCA |13VHO7755300

(2] MagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com
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GREGORY RUFFA NAMED GRAND MARSHAL FOR MEMORIAL DAY PARADE

(above) Gregory Ruffa, Grand Marshal 2025
Memorial Day Parade

MEMORIAL DAY
EVENTS TO HONOR
NATION’S WAR
FATALITIES

Submitted by Joe McCounrt

Memorial Day pays tribute to those American
military personnel of all wars who made the
ultimate sacrifice by giving their lives in service
to their country. These fallen heroes will be
honored with several events in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood on Memorial Day.

On Monday, May 26, observances will begin
with a memorial service at 8:00 a.m. at American
Legion Post 209 at 237 Park Avenue at Sunset
Place in Scotch Plains.

At 9:00 a.m. there will be a memorial service
and presentation of wreaths at the Fanwood
Memorial Library at 5 Forest Road. A memorial
tribute and laying of wreaths will take place at
10:00 a.m. at the War Memorial at Park Avenue
and Front Street in downtown Scotch Plains.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day
Parade will follow this ceremony. The theme for
this year’s parade is “In Memory of Many, In
Honor of All.” Gregory Ruffa, U.S. Army Air
Forces veteran of World War II, will serve as the
Parade Grand Marshal. The parade will recognize
the service, commitment and sacrifice of
members of the U.S. Armed Forces who have
defended our nation and continue to protect our
country.

Starting at 10:45 a.m. at the gazebo in
downtown Scotch Plains, the parade will proceed
along Park Avenue, move down Martine Avenue
into the center of Fanwood and end at La Grande
Park in Fanwood.

The parade is an exciting event, especially for
the younger spectators and participants.
However, let us not forget the meaning of
Memorial Day and the solemnity of the occasion.
On this special day, take some time to remember
those men and women who died in service to
America to preserve the freedoms which we
enjoy today.

Gregory Ruffa, a soon-to-be 100-year-old
Scotch Plains resident and WWII veteran, has
been named Grand Marshal for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Memorial Day Parade to be held on
Monday, May 26, observances will begin with a
memorial service at 8:00 a.m. at American
Legion Post 209 at 237 Park Avenue at Sunset
Place in Scotch Plains.

Ruffa is a talented artist, having run his own
advertising agency for nearly 75 years. His most
notable creation is the instantly recognizable
PSE&G logo.

He is also the author of The Art of Wood Type
(2008), which is about the "evolution of
typography, from the development of the
letterform to the manufacture of wood type."

(above) Gregory Ruffa (center) with the mayors of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

Courtesy photo
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Fairvays-
Cranford

908.224.6864

750 Walnut Ave. Cranford, NJ 07016  www.fairwaysateranford.com

NOW WELCOMING
NEW RESIDENTS!

Your Link to The Good Life

RECEIVEUPTO 3 MOMNTHS FREE®

= STUDIO, 1, AND 2 BEDROOMS
# 9 CEILINGS

= SMART KEYLESS ENTRY

* QUARTZ COUNTERTOPS

+ EV CHARGING STATIONS

« CONFERENCE ROOMS

* PLAYROOM

= THEATRE

= PET GROOMING SPA

* SCAM FOR MORE
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Senior Living at Lantern Hill

Gives You MORE.

1. MORE for your money with “Living here is
predictable monthly spending. more affurdable

2. MORE amenities, like a pool, than we thought, and we ve
fitness center, and restaurants. gained so many benefits—

3. MORE peace of mind with more than we ever anticipated.”
on-site care should you need it. — Rob L.., A community resident

Discover more great reasons to choose the premier
community in New Providence. Call 1-877-288-7001
or visit us online for your FREE brochure.

p—
=

Lantern Hill | NewProvidence

LanternHill.com
BY ERICKSON SENIOR LIVING* |

Sl
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BASKETBALL CAMP

Boys & Girls Grades K-12
All Skill Levels

Day Camp 1 (Grades 2-9) July 21-25
Day Camp 2 (Grades 2-9) July 28-Aug 1
Junior Camp (Grades K-3) July 21-24
Ballhanding Camp (Gr. 2-12) July 26-27

Shooting Camp (Grades 2-12) Aug 4-5

Location: New Providence High School
35 Pioneer Drive, New Providence, NJ

For more information, or to register
Call 925-768-8881 or visit
www.excelinbasketballnj.com

Follow us on () Instagram
@excelbasketballcampnj
@3 Facebook

MAY IS FOR MOTHER’S DAY THRIFT SHOP SALES

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service League

Looking for a great gift at a small price for all
of the special women in your life? Moms,
grandmothers, aunts, and other female family
members and friends will be sure to enjoy one of
the floral arrangements, candy-filled mugs,
spring decorations or other accessories available
for Mother’s Day gifts at the Fanwood-Scotch

(above) The Thrift Shop s annual Vera Bradley
Bonanza event starts May 6.

Plains Service League Thrift Shop.

Mother’s Day also marks the Thrift Shop’s
annual Vera Bradley Bonanza event. This is the
time of year to snag a bright, uniquely patterned,
signature-style Vera Bradley handbag. A wide
range of newly-displayed Vera Bradley bags and
accessories in all shapes and sizes will be
available for purchase starting Tuesday, May 6.
There’s an excellent chance that you will find a
great Mother’s Day gift for a special woman in
your life—or a welcome addition to your own
spring wardrobe.

The all-volunteer Thrift Shop stocks either
new or gently-used merchandise donated by
members of our community. It’s a great way to
avoid waste and prolong the useful life of items
that no longer serve the needs of their original
owners. All sale proceeds outside of store
operating expenses are donated to local, non-
profit organizations and/or used for student
scholarships. That’s a win for the environment,
for de-cluttered closets, for savvy shoppers and
for recipients of grants and college funding.

The Thrift Shop is located at 1741 East Second
Street in Scotch Plains, with operating hours
Tuesday-Friday 10 AM to 2:30 PM and Saturday,
10 AM to 1 PM. To learn more about the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service League,
volunteer opportunities and types of donations
accepted and sold at the Thrift Shop, please call
the shop at (908) 322-5420 during regular
business hours.

and

908 251-9441

Mrhandyman.com

REPAIR AND REMODEL SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT PROFESSIONALS

yman

a heighborly cumpu ny

[

10% OFF LABOR

_________________________________________________

e Windows

* Doors

* Flooring

e Drywall

e Masonry

e Aging In Place Certified

e Interior and Exterior Carpentry
e Friendly/Helpful Office Staff

On Time. Done right.
Guaranteed.

2,500+ Positive Online Reviews
Fully Insured
License number: 13VH09897400

On labor only, materials not included. Cannot
be combined with other offers. Exp. 5/31/25.
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MURSELI PRO

e NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

Owned &
Operated For
20 Years

CHIMNEYS

[ DRIVEWAYS = | » RE-ROOF o, J * CLEANING

FUNDATIONS e NEW ROOF ¢ RE-LINE
*le REPAIRS * BRICK & BLOCK * ROOF REPAIRS o REPAIRS
(e WATERPROOFING e SIDEWALKS ¢ SHINGLES ¢ REBUILD
" |*REPAIR e FLAT ROOF ¢ CAPPING
COMPLETE SET OF STEPS | [ HIMNERY LINER| ...
Up to 6 Feet, 5 Steps / Brick, Limestone & Concrete : c 3
[ 4 A "
u $ 300 Hom r
[ | SWZ 1 , ~ YouDHome Inﬁﬁﬂlggrﬁon
[ |
5 WHY SHOULD | USE A CHIMNEY LINING
"‘ SYSTEM?e Protect your house from heat _
= transfer combustibles Aﬂ ' | gSUkeuson
T/ e Protect the masonry from the corrosive ——
. BEFORE =y by products of combustion
___,____*E ww LN . Proylde a co.rr.ectly sized flye for v . 2
optimum efficiency of appliance 3 r[||[g

Save $1,000 ON ROOF W Ef,i‘,’;t?‘ve et W[ @anGER |carton Monoxice
RE PLACEMENT Cleaning Long Term Preservation odorless,

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 5/31/25. With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 5/31/25.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

of $1,000 or more

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 5/31/25.

_____________________________

of $1,000 or more

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 1
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 5/31/25.

__________________________

of $2,000 or more

: (any Average House)
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other o 1 With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other :
1

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other

offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 5/31/25. offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 5/31/25. 1 _ offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 5/31/25. H

_______________________________________________________
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HEADACHE AND
MIGRAINE ESSENTIALS:
WORKSHOP - MAY 21

Join us via the Scotch Plains Public Library on
Wednesday, May 21, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. for an
engaging and informative virtual program on
common types of headache disorders, with a
special focus on migraines. This program is
designed to educate and support individuals and
care partners living with headache or migraine.

This online 60-minute event will feature:

An introductory overview covering the basics
of primary/secondary headache, and common
contributing factors/triggers, and symptoms of
migraine.

A look at what to expect in a headache
evaluation, including identifying potential “Red
Flags” that may indicate a more serious
condition.

An overview of available treatment options
and strategies for acute and preventive care to
help manage migraine attacks effectively.

Q&A to address participants’ questions (note:
speaker cannot provide personal medical advice)

The event partner for this program is the
National Headache Foundation, which has been
focused on elevating the awareness of headache
and migraine as legitimate neurologic diseases
for over fifty years. Their mission is to create a
future where everyone in the world with
headache can thrive in optimal, functional and
connected lives. To learn more about their work,
visit headaches.org.

You must register to receive the link for the
event. For more information email
library@scotchplainslibrary.org or call (908)
322-5007 x 204.

NATIONAL W4

HEADACHE
FOUNDATION

Fresh & Clean Cleaning Services
CLEANING:  Sperking

Clean

HOME &x OFFICE Every Time

FREE ESTIMATES
Call or Text Owner: Cindy

201-925-9661

SCOUTS EARN BADGE WITH HELP FROM SPFD

The Scotch Plains Fire Department recently
welcomed Girl Scout Troop 40405 for an
educational and exciting visit. The troop's
mission is to earn their "Good Neighbor" badge
by delving into fire safety and discovering the
vital role of Scotch Plains' dedicated volunteer
firefighters.

Firefighter Chris Manning guided the girls

through the South Side Firehouse on Raritan
Road. They explored the fire trucks and learned
about the specialized tools firefighters use in
their life-saving work.Manning explained the
purpose of each piece of equipment.

The Girl Scouts left the visit with a deeper
appreciation for their local fire department and
a hard-earned "Good Neighbor" badge.

(above) Scotch Plains Fire Department welcomed visiting Girl Scouts

Courtesy photo

Residential Rfyfsmﬂf Commercial

‘l ﬂﬂf#ﬂ}l&'ﬂf#&'

(732) 596-7525
ROOF WASHING
POWER WASHING
GUTTER CLEANING

Colonia, NJ BlueStreakNJ.com

Al's Carpentry g
Home Improvements “"'*==

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall
Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Call: 908.451.2230

almrpentwl.i@aulcum Electrical Lic. # 14616

& Plumbing w #8660

The Friends of New Jersey Festival Orchestra

precent

1
x."" -".r

Ii“l

Al procnek 1o bevph)
N oy btk DRgh I

ﬂ Wp or Viowwie ﬂmﬁm

A SELF-GUIDED TOUR OF
| DISTINGUISHED WESTFIELD P
= Ml = RESIDENCES, TOBENEFITTHE <
11l MUSICAL LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY ||

LIVE MUSIC | DOOR PRIZES ~ REFRESHMENTS -~

SATURDAY May 10, 2025 from 10am-3pm
TICKETS $50 IN ADVANCE - $55 Day of Tour

TICKETS AVAILABLE ONLINE AT: www . NJFestivalOrchestra.org
orin person at BARONS PHARMACY, Westfield.
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ALTERNATIVE TO ROOF REPLACEMENT
CAN SAVE THOUSANDS AND
EXTEND ROOF LIFE UP TO 15 YEARS

‘_.____‘u.aﬁl o

Waﬁeﬁ

CHECK our THE
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

ROOF MAXX ROOF RESTORATION AND REJUVENATION
IS A GREEN, SAFE, EASY, PROVEN AND AFFORDABLE
ALTERNATIVE TO A COMPLICATED, EXPENSIVE AND
LIFE-DISRUPTING ASPHALT ROOF REPLACEMENT

Our revolutionary rejuvenation treatment is designed to penetrate
deeply and restore the protective oils and flexibility of your asphalt
shingles. This extends the life of your shingles and renews their
water, wind, and sun protection for years to come.

Roof Maxx is Environmentally friendly while drastically reduces
the expense of replacing your roof.

* Extend the life of your current roof for as much as 15 years

* Saves up to 75% over the cost of a new roof replacement.

* All-natural formulation is Certified USDA BioPreferred

* No messy, noisy, and lengthy construction process

or trips to the landfill.

“i-rh

ﬂ Sustainable

H Froven

(2] affordable

b e

0 999
990 wcﬁa‘t—'

990"
ROOF MAXX CUSTOMERS lﬁ93
|

% $500 OFF

S

NSt

9 _ @ 9 999 99

A |
& 90 O‘V% ‘S‘“ ’:-{ 2

:9 { \

&
OIS 7 P <
IS YOUR ROOF READY FOR ROOF MAXX?

Asphalt shingles are made of small, sand-like pebbles pressed and held
together with natural oils. As this oil dries out, you will notice changes
in your shingles. When you start seeing the following signs, your roof
can benefit from a Roof Maxx treatment.

* Sand, pebbles, and debris flaking off

and showing up in your gutters and downspouts.
» Watch for black stains or streaking that are visible from the ground.
* Note areas that are cracking, breaking, and curling.

Get a free inspection from Roof Maxx, and we’ll give you honest
answers about the condition of your roof and what we can do for you!

Get a FREE INSPECTION from Roof Maxx, and we’ll
give you honest answers ahout the condition
of your roof and what we can do for you!

ROOF '3 MAXX
908-460-3165

' RoofMaxx.us/Summit-NJ

L 0000 X

Fomvr horwlai b [Peldapei

Dave Thomas
Foundation
Jor 4dnp-1|m:

SPRING SPECIAL

WHEN YOU BOOK IN MAY

ROOF g MAXX

With this coupon. Expires May 31, 2025
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ESTATEN ROADSHOW BUYING EVENTY

TWO WEEKENDS IN MAY - TWO LOCATIONS

May 12th thru 16th
3 CLARK HOLIDAY INN

s UNION
36 Valley Rd, Clark, NJ 07066

% Rroselle 9am to 4pm
¥ PARK

KENILWORTH

Kenilworih Boulevard

&
"

CRANFORD

Westield Avenue

May 19th thru 23rd

South Avenue /

CLARK /: uvoey  KENILWORTH HOTEL
E 60 S 31st St, Kenilworth, NJ 07033
= Vally Road gam to 4pm

RAHWAY

EstatesRoadshow.com

Speak to the company’s owner:
Marshall Smoller: 609-781-6559

WHAT CAN YOU BRING TO OUR ESTATE ROADSHOW?

e GOLD: Estate jewelry & scrap gold, Broken jewelry wanted!Extra paid for diamond encrusted gold items

e SILVER: Flatware: knives, forks, spoons, tea sets, tray (Must be marked sterling and/or .925)
Scrap Silver Jewelry: charm bracelets, belt buckles, Morgan dollars, Eisenhower 40% silver coins.
All 90% silver (especially pre-1964) All kinds, era & conditions!

¢ COINS: All commemorative coins, rolls, sets, certified & proofs. All PCGs, NGC, ANACs, & ICG proofs & sets.
Bring in any coins for free evaluation! No obligation!

e WRIST & POCKET WATCHES: Rolex, Cartier, Bulova, Movado & more. All pocket watches,
working or not All kinds, all time periods, all conditions!

e ESTATE & VINTAGE JEWELRY: Estate/vintage Victorian - Earrings - Necklaces - Pendants - Charm Bracelets
- Costume Jewelry - Hat Pins - Compacts - Cuff Links - Bracelets - Amber Iltems - Rhinestone Items

e PAPER CURRENCY & BANK NOTES: All sizes and denominations Confederate currency - gold & silver certificates
- fractional currency - old/rare currency - federal reserve notes.
BRING IN ANY & ALL CURRENCY FOR FREE EVALUATION! All conditions
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ESTATEN ROADSHOW BUYING EVENTY

Gold Is At An All Time High*

NOW IS THETIME TO SELL

GOLD EXCEEDS $3,400 PER OUNCE
(AS OF APRIL 1st)

Silver $32.50 an ounce
Disclaimer: prices may fluctuate since publication of this ad.

DIAMONDS

1 Carat & Larger
1 Carat up to $30,000
2 Carat up to $50,000
3 Carat up to $75,000
4 Carat up to $150,000

Don’t Miss Out!
We Pay the Most!
Instant Verbal

|

. ___-{

-~ —

‘E'-Z:—_____‘__ .,_\_H \ L, B
o L 3 L

Highest
Cash Offer
on the Spot!

EstatesRoadshow.com

Speak to the company’s owner:
Marshall Smoller: 609-781-6559

‘ -----------------

" ADD 20% &
TOWARD YOUR SALE =~
WITH THIS COUPON!

* Limit 1 Per Customer. Visit us at a show with this coupon for more details. :
This Coupon must be presented at the start of the transaction. Other restrictions 1 ' !"H" 3
may apply. All prices subject to market fluctuation. Offers Subject to Condition ]
\ & Presentation. Please Bring All Appropriate Boxes & Paper Work. 2 '_:-
i




Scotch Plains Monthly ¢ Page 12 « May 2025

TJ RASBERRY RECEIVES UNSUNG HEROES AWARD

Scotch Plains Public Schools

Tyiane (TJ) Rasberry, a senior at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, was recently
honored by the Union County School Boards
Association with the Unsung Heroes Award.

This prestigious award recognizes a senior
from each high school in Union County who is
making outstanding contributions to their schools
and community. Rasberry was recognized at a
ceremony on Wednesday, March 12 at Kean
University.

Transferring into SPFHS during his
sophomore year, Rasberry immediately fit right
into the culture.

MENTAL HEALTH FAIR
MAY 3RD

Join us for a morning of wellness, self-care,
and community at the Mental Health Awareness
Fair on May 3rd from 9 a.m. — 12 p.m. on Alan
M. Augustine Village Green (Rain date May
17th). This special event is brought to you by the
Township of Scotch Plains in partnership with
FSP Rotary, Resolve Community Counseling,
and Lifestyle Studio to promote mental well-
being and kindness. Let’s break the stigma and
encourage self-care!

FREE

RABIES CLINIC

Appointments are not
required ;

# All cats and dogs
must be on a leash or
housed

Wednesday, May 7 from 8-7:30 p.m.

Southside Fire House - 1910 Raritan Road

“From the moment he joined our high school,
he became a positive force,” said SPFHS
Principal Dr. Warren Hynes. “Thanks to his
infectious laugh and relentless optimism,
everyone knew TJ in no time.”

SPFHS quickly became his home. Staff
stopped TJ’s counselor in the hallway to share
stories of his kindness and good nature, a
custodian praised him for being one of the few
students who voluntarily helped clean after lunch,
and several teachers noticed that he sought out
the lone students in a classroom. He gave high-
fives and hugs as if it were his job.

Rasberry has persevered in both school and
life, never letting hardships stop him, Hynes said.

e 1
LS RS T

“In school, he has achieved academic success
through diligence and strong self-advocacy,”
Hynes said. “He has thrived outside the
classroom, as a starting running back on our
football team and as an active member of our
Black Student Union. His passion for business
has been apparent in his principles of marketing
class."

Rasberry’s hard work has paid off, and he’ll be
attending college in the fall.

“Scotch Plains will be a little dimmer without
him next year, but we are incredibly proud of him
and wish him success in his future,” Hynes said.
“Congratulations TJ on receiving the Unsung
Heroes Award!”

(above) Tyiane (TJ) Rasberry, a senior at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School who is know for his
‘relentless optimism’was recently honored by the Union County School Boards Association with

the Unsung Heroes Award.

Courtesy photo

LAWNGEVITY. mi":g:::’;
LANDSCAPANG Mudehrs
" —==w= | Phasling nstallations
ShrubyHedge Trimming
908.247.3790 Top Soil/Seed/Sod
i FertilizationWeed Control
lawngevityllc.com | Landscape Design
Drainage and Grading
Granford, NJ
PESTLIC -m;ﬂﬂ ?.r..g sirvioesaim | Pavers (Walkeays/Patios)
Gt tial = Resagiarmtisl = Fglly Irsipie] MHW Walls

Free Estimates - Affordable Rates
NEW CUSTOMER DISCOUNT

10% OFF

ANY SERVICE

With this coupon presented at time of estimates of up to $10,000.
Offer Valid for the 2025 season for new customers only.
One coupon per customer cannot be combined with other offers.

EXPERIENCE THE JOY
OF A NEWLY
RENOVATED
HOME.

Give your family the
home they deserve
with our expert

renovation services.

Our Services:

@) Remodeling () Renovations

@ Bathrooms @) Additions

@) Kitchens (@) New Construction

Elnmws Enoue Call Today!

CONTRACTING SERVICES 844-959-3418

DO YOU NEED A
DUMPSTER?

Professional Delivery & Pickup Affordable
Call to Reserve One Today

We take (but not limited to)...
General Construction
Household Waste

Logs & Stumps
Demolition Debris
Bulky Waste

NJ DEP# 527236

908-234-2382

Fast, Friendly, Reliable Service
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’PRINCE TONAIR

HEATING - COOLING * PLUMBING + ELECTRIC

NOW We, are, excitedto,

announce,the, NEW,
Princeton Air!

* Hot Water Heaters * Sump Pumps * Generators
* Electrical Panels * EV Chargers * AC/Heating Installations

908-213-5882 PrincetonAir.com

Schedule your

I FREE INSTALLATION
ESTIMATE

—
F’} 888) 819-806¢ _

Princelardi £om

10% OFF FOR ALL VETERANS AND SENIORS ”’ﬂ“
Ask our technician!

Buy a 3 Zone
Mini Ductless Split

Get a 4th Receive a FREE

=)
[ —
-
=
——
<
()
(=}
(—}
-
_—
T4
=
=
—
_—
T}

Zone FREE

(EXPIRES 6/30/25)

For First Time Customers Only.

(EXPIRES 6/30/25)

Hot Water Heater

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
Plus a FREE Year of Service Partner Plan :
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

EAC Tune-UpE

$2,000 OFF

Any Drain  ::  |pgtallation
Panel Upgrade ¥

(EXPIRES 6/30/25)

C | eanli ng Plus a FREE Year of Service Partner Plan

(EXPIRES 6/30/25) (Water Heater up to 50 gallons - EXPIRES 6/30/25)

JS Needham-Master HVACR Lic. # 3980 « M Burt-Plumbing Lic. # 8389 « NJHIC # 13VH00255200 » PAHIC # PA001066
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PATRICK’S DOWNTOWN RACE TO SUMMER 5K

Registration is now open for the 8th annual
Patrick’s Downtown Race to Summer 5K, which
will be held on June 17, 2025.

Visit the link to register:

runsignup.com/PatricksRacetoSummerSk

We are a little over three months away from
one of the biggest events in the heart of
downtown Scotch Plains. Be sure to register now
for $30 before the price increases on June 9 to
$35. Check in will begin at 6:00 p.m. on June 17,
with the Family Fun Run at 7:00 p.m. and the 5K
starting at 7:30 p.m.

The race will use the same 5K course as
previous years, starting and finishing across from
the Fire House on Senger Place, and conclude
with an after party with music and BBQ.

The Patrick’s Downtown Race to Summer 5K
was started in 2015 by a local group of runners
who wanted to see a great event to promote
downtown Scotch Plains. This group of runners
partnered with another group of local residents
who previously put on the Patrick J. Allocca
Memorial 5K.

The Patrick’s Downtown Race to Summer 5K
raises money to support charitable recipients and
causes and donated over $25,000 through funds
raised from last year’s race to various groups and

B 3 Deoabm BN 55 ST R L BT
B @iy O del d Drgamaeein

. FOOD BANK

IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY CHURCH % 700.00
Seven Hundred Dollars & No Cents ..

individuals including Camp Clover, a summer
bereavement camp for children, Play for P.I.N.K,
the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad, the Scotch
Plains Fire Department, Immaculate Heart of
Mary Food Pantry, Jam Kancer in the Kan
Foundation, SPF Scholarship Foundation, local
families in need, and more.

The race is also supported by the Township of
Scotch Plains and is one of the qualifying races

that are part of the Mayor’s Wellness Challenge.

For ponsorship information Please email
patricksdowntownracetosummerSk@gmail.com
. The Patrick’s Downtown Race to Summer 5K
is a 501 (c)(3) charitable organization and all
donations are tax deductible.

Please also “Like” the Patrick’s Downtown
Race to Summer 5K Facebook page for the
latest updates.

[[IELIRETRTT

g

-

F

e

DA T O

“.-Jl""-":'m

o, R CINTE

-
e

Scotch Plaing Fire Depe. § Tagq
Seven Hundred Fifty Dodlurs & Mo Cents

JAM KANCER IN THE KAN § 1.687.00
Dt thousand six hundred sighty seven dollars

(above) The Patrick’s Downtown Race to Summer 5K raises money to support charitable recipients and causes and donated to various groups
and individuals including Camp Clover, a summer bereavement camp for children, Play for P1.N.K, the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad,
the Scotch Plains Fire Department, Immaculate Heart of Mary Food Pantry, Jam Kancer in the Kan Foundation, SPF Scholarship Foundation,

local families in need, and more.

Courtesy photos
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MY HANDYMAN & PAINTER m—

QUALITY HOME IMPROVEMENTS
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES 5":5

e Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling.
e Sheetrock, Install & Repair.

e Painting, Electric & Plumbing.

e Windows, Siding & Roofing.

e Basement Waterproofing & Finishing

7 32 - 33 I - 9 5 7 Ge"e"gé rfi&'gsiyman

www.MyHandymanAndPainter.com

e FREE ESTIMATES!

“ Adopt,

y pon't View our Google Reviews. I I
4.9 Google
Pet friendly A Licensed, Insured& Bonded

- We support
animal rescues

DECKS DESIGNED » BUILT REPAIRED ° STAINED

ONE STOP SHOP FOR ALL YOUR
PAIN'I'ING & REPAIR NEEDS
 BEFOREque. i R

License #13VH11554200

06000

B ‘] e 'l._ 7'..:- 1 ._--.- ..-
’L = o, |

e it

— R e
e

.,._....|.|._

IT S NEVER JUST PA'NT'NG We do all the 1 repairs needed that

goes along with painting your home.

[0 Hanging Sheet Rock [ Replacing Trim [ Repairing Cracks and Holes
[ Taping and Spackling [ Base Boards (1 Door and Window Replacement
0 Window Wrapping 0 Crown Molding [ Replacing Electrial Outlets

MY HANDYMAN & PAINTER LLC. 100 WALNUT AVE, SUITE 210. CLARK NJ 07066
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‘THE GENIUS OF JUDY’
AUTHOR TALK — MAY 5

Scotch Plains Public Library

Author Rachelle Bergstein will visit the Scotch
Plains Public Library on Monday, May 5 at 7
p.m. to discuss her book about author, and former
Scotch Plains resident, Judy Blume. The Genius
of Judy is an intimate and expansive look at
Blume’s life, work, and cultural impact, focusing
on her most iconic - and controversial - young
adult novels, from Are You There God, It’s Me,
Margaret to Blubber.

Bergstein is a lifestyle writer, bestselling
author, and editor, focused on style, pop culture,
and families. She is also the author of Women
from the Ankle Down: The Story of Shoes and
How They Define Us and Brilliance and Fire: A
Biography of Diamonds.

Registration is recommended for this event.
Copies of the book will be available for purchase.
For more information go to

scotchplainslibrary.org,

email library@scotchplainslibrary.org, or call
(908) 322-5007 x 204. The Scotch Plains Public
Library is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

REYNOLDS PLUMBING
(908) 276-5367
(201) 666-0003

Cranford, NJ

G\ST 3{) www.reynolds-plumbing.net
19 Lou DiFabio Dan DiFabio
Lic. #4237 Lic. #11749

Residential /| Commercial / Industrial

— Ventaro f?%;l:i:sst:ing |
RESI DE NTIAL : Investlial?;loj’a
APPRAISALS :fstme; thore
NJ State Certified Residential _ APPeals

: Serving Union, Essex,
Real Estate Appraiser Morris, Middlesex and

908 -447 - 7030 Somerset Counties

www.venturoappraisals.com

# Residential
=i Condominium
B Commercial

iy One Day
Completions
Call Today f F Estimat
and to Schedule an Appointment 913-9719-3359

Visit our website to see our sample gallery,
read testimonials and fill out our Free onIineGd ym Rm [
Tiger Proofed!

estimate form.
Family-owned since 1978.

TigerRoofingNJ.com

Angel Masonry LLC

+ Steps/Patios/Sidewalks

* Retaining Walls/Cultured Stone
- Pavers/Concrete

+ Belgium Block

908-276-6241

angelmasonrylic@aol.com *

RECREATION PROGRAMS

Registration is now open for the following
Fanwood Recreation programs for children:

Sports Camps: Skateboarding Camp, TGA
Premier Junior Golf Camp, Junior Tennis
Lessons, Squirts Multi Sports; Parent & Me
Multi Sports Squirts, Parent & Me Soccer
Squirts, Soccer Squirts, Squirts T-Ball, T-Ball—
Parent Assisted, NFL Flag Football Camp, Multi
Sports Camp, Golf Camp, Basketball Camp,
Track & Field Camp

Science & Technology Camps: Eureka: The
Inventors” Camp, Red Hot Robots Camp;
Brixology: Engineering with LEGOs; Science on
the Move: Engineers, Chemists, and Nature
Explorers; Codes, Clues, and the Cosmos;
Aeronautics Flight Lab; My Code Dragon’s
Python Coding Bootcamp

Skills Programs: Babysitting Certification,
Junior First Responders

Creative Camps: Fashion Camp, PaintArt
Workshop, CreateArt Workshop, Summer Art
Workshop: Learn Anime/Manga Drawing

Academic Programs: Middle School Summer
Book Club, SAT Boot Camp

Performing Arts Camps: Hip Hop Experience
Summer Dance Camp, Musical Theater Camp
Intensive

Plus... Summer Park Program, Tweens &
Teens Travel Camp

For more information
about all these programs and to register,
please go to fanwoodrecreation.org.

NEW KRANZ NOVEL

A 10-year-old android girl with a knack for the
hack is the protagonist for Tom Kranz's latest
science fiction novel, Hack Rescue: Chasing a
Cyber Killer.

The story revisits the hero of Tom's first two
sci-fi novels, Rick Stein, who comes out of
retirement to hunt down the terrorist hacker who
has taken control of the Moon dome's atmosphere
processor, waste disposal system and the server
controlling the beloved android children who
have become family to residents of both the Earth
and Moon. The little girl, Peach, travels three
thousand miles at Rick's side in search of the
hacker in hopes of using the 2090 version of
cyber-code to neutralize the threats. She forges a
friendship with the rebel Gas Heads who
combine forces with Rick's team to root out the
hacker and stop the killing.

Hack Rescue is the third book in the Earth-
Moon Rescue series that began with the five-star
novel Time Travel Rescue: Escape from the 20th
Century and followed by Moon Rescue: Escape
from the Dome.

"I've been a science fiction fan since watching
Lost in Space on TV as a kid," says Tom. "I was
addicted to the original Star Trek series and still
look for new takes on sci-fi in movies and
streaming venues. It's harder to write science
fiction than I thought because you have to walk
a line between science and fantasy, but I think
readers will enjoy it."

Hack Rescue is available on Amazon as an
ebook, paperback and audiobook.

JUNE 11

EXP0O2025

The Warren Township Lions Club proudly presents our
57th Lions Expo! Calling all families and thrill-seekers! Get
ready for a few nights of non-stop fun, laughter,
and excitement at our annual Lions Expo!

-14 6:00 PM - 10:00 PM

WARREN TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL GROUNDS
46 MOUNTAIN BLVD, WARREN, NJ

The Warren Lions Expo will feature
rides, games, food, vendors & entertainment
with a FIREWORKS display SATURDAY night!

10,000 PEOPLE ATTEND EXPO EVERY YEAR!
For information & sponsor opportunities, call Anthony Franchini at

(908) 334-9304. or visit the Warren Township Lions Club online at

The 2025 Expo Is sponsored by:
The Connection Magazines and NextHome Premier

EXPO ADMISSI0N, WRISTEARDS, RIDES, GAMES,
ANDOTHER PURCHASES SUPPORT OUR
CHARITAELE INTTIATIEES, LDGAL

ORGANIIATIONS, YOUTH PROGRAMS, AND
EVENTS THROUGH THE WARREN LIONS CLUE.

www.WarrenLionsClub.org
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528 N. Mnclugan Ave. Kenilworth, NJ * 908-688-8333
Hours: Monday - Saturday: 7:30 am - 5:00 pm « Sunday: Closed
We accommodate the trade as well as the do-it-yourselfers! We are always ready to assist.

HARDSCAPE
* Cement
* Cinder Block
* Belgium Block
* Curbing
* Bluestone Treads
* Diamond Blades
* Limestone Treads

TOOLS

* Mason Tools
* Landscape Tools

DRAINAGE
e Catch Basins

One of the Largest
Displays of Cambridge
Pavers in the Area!

Waterfalls * Fireplaces
e Fire Pits - Walls - Walkways
e Patios * Curbs

FREE DELIVERY

5 yards or more. Union County only.
* 3” & 4” Pipe

ORDER ONLINE LAWN & GARDEN
www.JerseyLandGarden.com ° Grass Seed

e Fertilizers
@D sonwoico.

* Peat Moss

* Hay

* Polymeric Sand
* Paver Sealer

* Paver Cleaner

Prices

% per yard
Compost.......evcrerernnenennennes $30
Jersey Brown..........cueeeueenennee. $40

MULCH
Black Dyed........cccocevuvruvunuenucnnes $33
Brown Dyed.........ccceruveueeucnnee. $33
Red Dyed........cccoevurreerunrercnunnenes $35
Hardwood .........uuuueeeeeeerunnnnnn. $15
Playground...........ccocerurvuceuennenne. $35
QUARRY BASE MATERIALS
Mason Sand ........uueeeeeeeernnnnnn. $60
34 Clean Stone........coeeevveereenenne $58
Stone Dust........uueeeeeeeernneeennnn. $39
) SRR $48
DECORATIVE STONE
3% Riverbed / Pea Gravel......... $97
1 Riverbed .......uuueeeeecenneeeennnne. $115
1'/-3 Riverbed..........coeveeuueucen. $120
3% Red Stone ......coeeveeeueereereennnne. $84
% G00Se EZZ...coveveerereeereenene $115
2-4 Goose Egg ......cceevuevuecuenen. $135
34 Arctic White......cueeueereenennen. $120
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RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPERS RATE SHEET

We Mail 200,000 Newspapers
to Every Home & Business

We print Full Color
2-Sided, Flyers and
Menus that get inserted
into the newspapers,

i | g re and mailed to every
In 30 Towns' Cedar Knots HB'?T“ home and business in
Whippay Town for as low
Joe Renna 908'447'1295 as $100 per thousand.
joerenna@rennamedia.com . LIVINGSTON
MORRIS | MORRISTOWN '
TOWNSHIP FLORHAM PARK

Call today for FREE consult on
marketing and business plans.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
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CDC THEATRE PRESENTS LEGALLY BLONDE

Harvard's beloved blonde takes the stage at
CDC Theatre in Cranford by pink storm in this
fun, upbeat story of self-discovery!

A fabulously fun, award-winning musical
based on the adored movie, Legally Blonde, the
musical, follows the transformation of Elle
Woods as she tackles stereotypes and scandal in
pursuit of her dreams. With music and lyrics by
Laurence O’Keefe & Nell Benjamin and book by
Heather Hach, the show is based on the novel by
Amanda Brown and the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
motion picture.

Action-packed and exploding with memorable
songs and dynamic dances - this musical is so
much fun, it should be illegal! Elle Woods
appears to have it all. Her life is turned upside
down when her boyfriend Warner dumps her so
he can attend Harvard Law. Determined to get
him back, Elle ingeniously charms her way into
the prestigious law school. While there, she
struggles with peers, professors and her ex. With
the support of some new friends, though, Elle

CDC Theatre @
8 Winans Ave =~

Music and Lyries by

hﬂ-ﬁﬂh““iﬁmﬂm

FRI/SAT, MAY 2-T7T@3PM |
SUN, MAY 11 & 18 @2PM

LEGALLY BLONDE is presented through special arrangement with Musical Theater International (MT1).
nmmm are also spplied by MT]. www.miishows.com

quickly realizes her potential and sets out to
prove herself to the world.

Edgar Hidalgo directs the cast which includes
Melissa Calicchio as Elle, Zach Mazouat as
Emmet, Rachel Love as Paulette, Larry
Brustofski as Callahan and Gabe Weiss as
Warner. They are joined by a talented cast of
supporting actors and a fabulous ensemble! With
Musical Director Kaeden Oh, Choreographer
Jaimie Bass, Stage Manager Dana Dispoto and
Producer Elizabeth Howard on the production
team, the show promises to be the crescendo of
the 106th season at CDC Theatre.

Performances on May 2-18,

Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m.

and Sunday, May 11 and 18 at 2 p.m.

For the best selection and prices, tickets can be
ordered by visiting cdctheatre.org.

This production is made possible by funds
from the Union County Office of Cultural &
Heritage Affairs, a partner of the New Jersey
State Council on the Arts.

i

cdctheatre.org
908-276-1611

VICTORIAN CHINA
PAINTING AT OSBORN
CANNONBALL HOUSE

On Sunday, May 4, 2025, The Osborn
Cannonball House Museum, located at 1840
Front Street in Scotch Plains, will be open to the
public from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Costumed docents will be available to give
tours of this ¢. 1750 house, which was home to
one of Scotch Plains’ earliest families. You can
hear the amazing story of how the home got its
name and how the Osborn family helped in the
war for our country’s freedom. The Osborn
Cannonball House is furnished with both antique
Colonial and Victorian decor.

From the museum’s vast antique clothing
collection, there will be on display a variety of
late 19th and early 20th century traveling clothes.

In addition, we will have an exhibit on
Victorian china painting. Did you know that
during the late 19th and early 20th centuries
women throughout America engaged in a fad that
swept through our nation? You might be
surprised to learn that the mania which took our
nation by storm was "Victorian China Painting."
Learn how this craze crossed all

economic barriers by providing American
women with an appropriate and respectable way
to express themselves. Additionally, discover
how this fad created new job opportunities for
poorer women who could earn wages by
engaging in "a form of employment befitting
their sex." We hope you will join us!

STRONGER United
UNITED Rentals

INDUSTRIAL & CONSTRUCTION
EQUIPMENT RENTALS & SALES

Chris Fuentes
Cell: 732.429.5058

cfuentesi@ur.com

=, s WE SELL QUALITY EQUIPMENT gZlERton )
L FROM OUR RENTAL FLEET Available

¢ $1 Purchase Option Lease to Qualified

¢ 10% Purchase Option Lease

* Rental Purchase Option (RPO)

e Seasonal Lease ¢ Lease to Own

¢ Equipment Finance Agreement (EFA Loan)

Buyers
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Marano & Sons Auto Sales:
Not only do we sell 1ate model pre-owned vehicles,
but we will buy your car!
Any car no matter how old. We will buyout your lease,

payoff your loan, pick it up at your house.

MARANO & SONS

Keeping your car?

Did you know you can purchase an
extended warranty for your vehicle?

- coverage up to 120,000 miles - even if
you did not buy it from Marano & Sons.

Visit our website to value your car

MaranoSonsAuto.com

rwo ocations 507-13 South Avenue 908-789-1551
w

rwood, NJ 150 South Avenue 908-789-0555
In Ga Fax 908-789-1792

LOOKING FOR A CAR, TRUCK OR SUV?

Visit our lots or shop at home. Search over 135 vehicles
by Make / Model/ Year/ Color / Body type / Engine specs / etc.

Like us on
i Facebook!!! Credit problems? Call us to get you approved!




