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CALL FOR DETAILS 
908-418-5586

GROW YOUR 
BUSINESS

Place your ad 
in this space 

and be in 
every mailbox 

in town!

Call Joe Renna  
908-447-1295

2024-2025 WINTER ATHLETIC AWARDS
The Arthur L. Johnson Athletic Department 

recently held their 2024 – 2025 Winter Athletic 
Awards ceremony. The evening was sponsored 
by the Crusader Athletic Booster Club. Over 192 
varsity athletic letters were handed out . 

The Student Athlete Award is given out each 
athletic season to a student athlete that is not only 
a champion on the field, but in the classroom as 
well. The 2024-2025 Winter Student Athlete 
award recipient was Mackenzie Thompson 
(Mackenzie currently has a 4.27 G.P.A. and is 
Ranked #31 in her Senior Class). 

The Crusader G.P.A. Challenge for the team 
that finishes with the highest overall G.P.A. was 
awarded to the Girls’ Basketball Team with a 
G.P.A. of 4.207. Members of the Girls’ 
Basketball team include: Isabella Ciccotelli, 
Alyssa Martucci, Mackenzie Thompson, 
Elizabeth Fitzharris, Avery Forfa, Alisia Hamm, 
Julia Lettini, Reece Sebok, Alexa Sikoriak, 
Jordanna Tarentino, Claire Brighouse, Sophia 
Brower, Giuliana Hamm, and Audrey 
Humphreys. 

Best Teammate Awards were given to: Boys’ 
Basketball: Ben Brand, Girls Basketball:  
Mackenzie Thompson, Ice Hockey: Logan 
Texidor, Boys’ Winter Track & Field: Connor 
Sesely, Girls’ Winter Track & Field: Sophia 
Cuccaro, Wrestling: Nicholas Cilento, 
Swimming: Isabella Lopes, Bowling: Sebastian 
Peralta, and Cheerleading: Madeline 
Schmidtberg. 

The MVPs were: Boys’ Basketball: Luke 
LaPorta, Girls Basketball: Elizabeth Fitzharris, 
Ice Hockey: Steven Garbowski, Boys’ Winter 
Track & Field: Kenny Cruz, Girls’ Winter Track 
& Field: Annabella DeMartinis, Wrestling: 
Zachary Belverio, Swimming: Jayden Birnbaum, 
Bowling: Lucas Kristen, and 
Cheerleading:Valentina Perentin. 

Athletic Director Gus Kalikas, said, “Once 
again, our Winter Awards Program was a 
successful evening as it allows the District, 
Administration, and Coaches the opportunity to 
acknowledge a wonderful Winter Sports Season 
as well as recognize both student athletes and 
their parents alike for all that they have 
accomplished this past winter athletic season.”

(above) Winter GPA 
(left, top) Mr. Smorol  
& Mackenzie Thompson 
(left,bottom) Winter BYA 
(below) Winter MVP
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Renna Media, LLC, Publishers 
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016 

Garwood Times is published by Renna Media. 2,500 
newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every business 
and resident in Garwood, NJ. Although great care has been 
taken to ensure the information contained within is accurate, 
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or omissions.  

©2024, Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced 
without written consent from Renna Media LLC. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone you 
know accomplish something amazing? We are 
interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your 
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

 
ADVERTISING 

Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ Garwood Times

2025 VALEDICTORIAN AND SALUTATORIAN
Clark Public Schools 

Arthur L. Johnson High School is proud to 
announce the Class of 2025 Valedictorian Krista 
Steiner and Salutatorian Bradyn Weber. 

Krista has excelled in a challenging curriculum 
of honors and 15 Advanced Placement and Dual 
enrollment courses at Arthur L. Johnson High 
School, including Calculus 3, a class typically 
reserved for the second year of college. Mrs. 
Donaldson, her AP Research teacher, 
commented, “This is the kind of person we need 
today, more than ever. In fact, I think some adults 
should look to her as a role model." She had the 
distinction of receiving the Dwight. D. 
Eisenhower Leadership Award from West Point 
and the Rensselaer Medal for her excellence in 
math and science. Throughout the years, Krista’s 
talents flourished in all of her activities, notably 
serving as a peer leader, co-president of the 
Student Council, member of five national honor 
societies, senior leader of the ALJ cheerleading 
team, junior coach of the Clark Pop Warner team 
and Key Club volunteer in both her school and 
community. She will be attending the University 
of Tennessee and pursuing a major in accounting.  

Bradyn has taken a demanding course load at 
Arthur L. Johnson High School of honors and 
Advanced Placement courses with a focus on 
science. Bradyn hopes to pursue a career in the 
medical field. Her premedical teacher Mrs. 
Jacobi added, “Not only is Bradyn a 
conscientious student, who realizes the 

importance of good work ethics, and solid study 
habits that will enhance her education, but she 
has the kindest, sweetest, most compassionate 
personality that would make her the very best at 
helping patients.” Bradyn is a member of five 
national honor societies. Outside of the 
classroom, she served as a student representative 
for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, raising 
awareness and funds for blood cancer research. 
This role earned her the title of Student Visionary 
of the Year. She has also dedicated many years to 
competitive gymnastics. Bradyn plans to attend 
either the University of Connecticut or Boston 
College with a major in biology. 

(above) Valedictorian Krista Steiner & Saluta-
torian Bradyn Weber

Photo by Clark Public Schools
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Courtesy photo

LINCOLN SCHOOL ARTISTS CELEBRATE YOUTH ART MONTH
Garwood Public Schools 

Mayor Blumenstock, Councilwoman Nolde, 
and Mrs. Planer celebrate Youth Art Month with 
some of Lincoln School's talented artists!  

Mrs. Planer selected pieces of art that were 
models of excellence from each grade level and 
twenty pieces of art are currently on display at 
the Garwood Public Library and in the Garwood 
Borough Chambers.  

Mrs. Planer is so proud of all of her students 
and the amazing work that they create throughout 
the year.

FIRST BIRD WALK 
HELD IN UNAMI PARK

Garwood Green Team 
Over 20 residents of Garwood and other 

surrounding Union County towns attended 
Garwood's first bird walk recently held in Unami 
Park.  

The walk was led by Kaitlyn Pinto, an 
AmeriCorps NJ Watershed Ambassador and 
Michael Mindel from the Garwood Green Team. 
Participants learned some basics about the 
environmental connection that birding has along 
with the social, health, and community benefits 
that birding can offer. 

The weather and birds definitely cooperated to 
make this walk a complete success!  Weather was 
sunny and warm and the group was able to log 
over 20 different bird types. Some notable eye 
catchers that were sighted during the walk were 
an Eastern Phoebe, an American Goldfinch, and 
several Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers. 

Thanks to all that made this first bird walk a 
success and the leaders look forward to 
scheduling future birding programs in the area. 

The Garwood Green Team is always looking 
for new members. The Team undertakes various 
‘greening’ projects throughout Garwood, and also 
works on Sustainable Jersey action items to make 
Garwood a more sustainable living environment 
for all. Anyone interested in joining is asked to 
contact w-nierstedt@garwood.org, or complete a 
volunteer form at Garwood Borough Hall. 

 For more information on future NJ watershed 
programs, Kaityln Pinto can be reached at 
wma7.njwap@gmail.com. 

Courtesy photo
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COMPLETE SET OF STEPS 
Up to 6 Feet, 5 Steps / Brick, Limestone & Concrete 

    $4,300

Carbon Monoxide  
is invisible, 
odorless,  

and can kill you!

You Home Improvement Connection

ROOFING

CHIMNEYS

GUTTERS

SIDING

MASONRY

STEPS FOUNDATIONS

MURSELI PRO 
CONSTRUCTION
908-361-6372

• All Work Guaranteed 

• 24/7 Emergency Service 

• 15% Senior Discount 

• Major Credit Cards 

• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

$600 OFF 
NEW SIDING JOB 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 5/31/25.

$350 OFF 
ANY ROOF REPAIR 
of $1,000 or more 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 5/31/25.

$150 
GUTTERS CLEANING 
(any Average House) 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 5/31/25.

$350 OFF 
ANY CHIMNEY REPAIR 

of $1,000 or more 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 

offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 5/31/25.

$400 OFF 
ANY FOUNDATION JOB 

of $2,000 or more 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 

offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 5/31/25.

ROOFINGMASONRY GUTTERSCHIMNEY
• CLEANING 
• RE-LINE 
• REPAIRS 
• REBUILD 
• CAPPING

• CLEANING 
• INSTALLATION 
• SCREENING 
• REPAIRS 
• REPLACEMENTS

• RE-ROOF 
• NEW ROOF 
• ROOF REPAIRS 
• SHINGLES 
• FLAT ROOF

• DRIVEWAYS 
• STEPS 
• BRICK & BLOCK 
• SIDEWALKS 
• REPAIR

FOUNDATION
• NEW  

FUNDATIONS 
• REPAIRS 
• WATERPROOFING

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 5/31/25.

BEFORE AFTER

Easy & 
Effective 
Cleaning Long Term Preservation

Special
CHIMNERY LINER 

$1,300Special

Family 
Owned & 

Operated For 
20 Years

WHY SHOULD I USE A CHIMNEY LINING 
SYSTEM?• Protect your house from heat 
transfer combustibles 
• Protect the masonry from the corrosive 

by products of combustion 
• Provide a correctly sized flue for 

optimum efficiency of appliance

Save $1,000 ON ROOF 
REPLACEMENT 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 5/31/25. With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 5/31/25.
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ESTATES ROADSHOW BUYING EVENTS

WHAT CAN YOU BRING TO OUR ESTATE ROADSHOW? 
• GOLD: Estate jewelry & scrap gold, Broken jewelry wanted!Extra paid for diamond encrusted gold items 
• SILVER: Flatware: knives, forks, spoons, tea sets, tray (Must be marked sterling and/or .925)  

Scrap Silver Jewelry: charm bracelets, belt buckles, Morgan dollars, Eisenhower 40% silver coins.  
All 90% silver (especially pre-1964) All kinds, era & conditions! 

• COINS: All commemorative coins, rolls, sets, certified & proofs. All PCGs, NGC, ANACs, & ICG proofs & sets.  
Bring in any coins for free evaluation! No obligation! 

• WRIST & POCKET WATCHES: Rolex, Cartier, Bulova, Movado & more. All pocket watches,  
working or not All kinds, all time periods, all conditions! 

• ESTATE & VINTAGE JEWELRY: Estate/vintage Victorian - Earrings - Necklaces - Pendants - Charm Bracelets  
- Costume Jewelry - Hat Pins - Compacts - Cuff Links - Bracelets - Amber Items - Rhinestone Items 

• PAPER CURRENCY & BANK NOTES: All sizes and denominations Confederate currency - gold & silver certificates 
- fractional currency - old/rare currency - federal reserve notes.  
BRING IN ANY & ALL CURRENCY FOR FREE EVALUATION! All conditions

May 12th thru 16th 
CLARK HOLIDAY INN 
36 Valley Rd, Clark, NJ 07066 

9am to 4pm 
 

May 19th thru 23rd 
KENILWORTH HOTEL 
60 S 31st St, Kenilworth, NJ 07033 

9am to 4pm

TWO WEEKENDS IN MAY - TWO LOCATIONS

CLARK 
HOLIDAY INN

KENILWORTH 
HOTEL

EstatesRoadshow.com 
Speak to the company’s owner: 

Marshall Smoller: 609-781-6559
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ESTATES ROADSHOW BUYING EVENTS
Gold Is At An All Time High* 
NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL 
GOLD EXCEEDS $3,400 PER OUNCE 

(AS OF APRIL 1st) 
Silver $32.50 an ounce 

Disclaimer: prices may fluctuate since publication of this ad.

DIAMONDS 
1 Carat & Larger 

1 Carat up to $30,000 
2 Carat up to $50,000 
3 Carat up to $75,000 

4 Carat up to $150,000

Highest  
     Cash Offer 
        on the Spot!

* Limit 1 Per Customer. Visit us at a show with this coupon for more details.  
This Coupon must be presented at the start of the transaction. Other restrictions  
may apply. All prices subject to market fluctuation. Offers Subject to Condition  

& Presentation. Please Bring All Appropriate Boxes & Paper Work.

ADD 20% 
TOWARD YOUR SALE 
WITH THIS COUPON!

EstatesRoadshow.com 
Speak to the company’s owner: 

Marshall Smoller: 609-781-6559

Don’t Miss Out! 
We Pay the Most! 

Instant Verbal 
Quotes!



GarwoodTimes • Page 8  • May 2025                    

a u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile 
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall  

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical 
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Electrical Lic. # 14616  
& Plumbing w #8660

Residential 
Condominium 
Commercial 
One Day 
  Completions

Family-owned since 1978.

Call Today for your Free Estimate  
and to Schedule an Appointment
Visit our website to see our sample gallery, 
read testimonials and fill out our Free online 
estimate form.

973-975-3359

TigerRoofingNJ.com

Get Your Roof 
Tiger Proofed!

UNSUNG HERO 
CATALINA RUGGIERO

Garwood Public Schools 
The Union School Boards Association 

recognized High School students from all over 
the county for their efforts that go beyond just 
school work. Each recipient of the awards was 
recognized for their personal endeavors, 
achievements and goodwill efforts that go above 
and beyond the norm. Our own, Lincoln School 
alumnus, Catalina Ruggiero, was one of two 
recipients of these award from the ALJ staff. 
Congrats Catalina. Garwood and Lincoln School 
are proud of you !

I BUY OLD MOTORCYCLES 
All Types - Running or Not

Call or Text Glenn 
732-556-7636

Same Day  
Pick-up 
 
We Pay Cash

PERCUSSION & COLOR GUARD SHINE IN TOURNEY
Clark Public Schools 

The Arthur L. Johnson High School Indoor 
Percussion and Color Guard teams both claimed 
1st place at the Tournament Indoor Association 
(TIA) Brick Memorial Competition, marking a 
remarkable achievement for both groups. This 
success highlights not only the incredible skill of 
each performer but also the dedication and 
teamwork that have been a hallmark of these 
programs. With the season still early, this 
accomplishment sets a strong foundation for even 
greater success as the year progresses. 

Photos by Clark Public Schools

Indoor Percussion Director Andrew Calo 
couldn’t contain his excitement after the 
competition, expressing his pride in the team's 
performance. "I am so excited and thrilled with 
how the students performed. The Indoor 
Percussion received a score of an 82, which is the 
highest we have ever received this early in the 
season."  

This score reflects the hard work and countless 
hours of practice the team has invested, and 
serves as a testament to their growth and 
dedication as they continue to refine their craft.
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GARWOOD LIBRARY MAY EVENTS

MAY EVENTS 
Summer Reading Book Mark Contest 

May 1 -15 
This summer, the Garwood Library will host its 
Annual Summer Readding Program, This year’s 

theme is Color Our World, embracing the 
beauty of Art in all its forms, drawing, painting, 

photography, décor, storytelling, fashion, and 
performance, helping all of us to see the world 

from a new, unique, and artistic lens. 
Think about what this theme means to you. Let 

your imagination run wild as you draw and 
color your design. Ten book marks submissions 
will be printed and distributed by the library for 

everyone to enjoy. 
Rules : Submissions should be returned  

to the Library by May 15 
- All designs must be a child’s original artwork, 
- Applicants must be Garwood Residents 
- Bookmarks must be designed in the template 

provided or paper of the same size 
- Only 2-D art mediums may be used  

(crayons, markers, pencils etc.) 
- No 3-D mediums or graphics may be used  

(glitter, glue, etc.) 
- Winners will be chosen by Library Staff and 
announced  June 2, 2025 

Entry forms will be distributed via the Friday 
Folder and are available at the Library. 

Knitting Club 
MAY 5, 12, and 19,  10: 30 am –  

Learn how to knit or show others how it’s done 
while enjoying fun conversation 

Kid’s Chess 
MAY 5, 12, and 19,  at 3 pm 

 Note this is non-instructional supervised play. 
No registration required. Limit 12. 

Storytime 
MAY, 6, 13, 20, and  27 

at 10 am and 11 am 
Join Miss Maryanne for stories and more. 

Registration is  required. Limit 12. 
Registration is required 
Grab and Go Kid’s CrafT 

MAY 6, at 3pm  
Pick up supplies and instructions for a seasonal 
craft. Registration is required for craft kits and 

is limited to 15 participants 
Library Board Meeting 
MAY 7, at 7:30 pm 

A meeting of the Garwood Library Board of 
Trustees will take place at 7:30 pm in the 

Library. This meeting is open to the public 
Grab and Go Adult Craft 

MAY 13 at 3pm 
Pick up supplies and instructions for a seasonal  
craft. Registration is required for craft kits and 

is limited to 10 participants. 

Social Media Our Kids and their Emotions. 
May 13, at 7 pm 

Join us for a riveting presentation by Alessandra 
Kellermann, a mental health professional, 

disability advocate, and education consultant 
will discuss the use of social media and effects 
it has on the wellbeing of children and teens. 

Registration is required 
Adult Game Day 

May 14, 21 and 28 at 1pm 
Come in out of the cold, play Runikub, Sorry, 

Uno, or cards and enjoy socializing with others. 
No registration required. 

Limit 12 
Garwood’s Tiny Art Show 

May 16 – 30 
Tiny Art Show  - Pick up a 4 x 4 canvas, while 
supplies last. You can also use your own 4 x 4 

canvas. Paint or draw something you love. 
Return the artwork to the Library by May 30 for 

The Summer’s Tiny Art Show. This is not a 
contest. It is open to Garwood residents of all 
ages. Artwork will be displayed in the Library 
Showcase. All creations will be returned to the 

artists in August. 
Monday Book Club 
May 19  at 1 pm 

Join us for a lively discussion of this month’s 
book, We Were the Mulvaney’s by Joyce Carol 

Oates. 
LEGO CLUB 

May 21 @ 3 pm 
Be inspired by this month’s theme or build 

whatever comes to mind. Some creations will 
be displayed in our showcase. 

Registration required. 
Aging Services Kiosk (ASK) 

May 29, from 10 am to noon 
Union County Division of Aging Staff will be 

on hand to assist seniors (age 60+) or their 
caregivers with information on services, such as 
meal delivery, respite care, adult day care and 

support services for caregivers.

411 Third Ave. Garwood, NJ 07027 • Phone: 908-789-1670 • Website: garwoodpl.org 
Monday and Tuesday 9 am - 8 pm, Wednesday and Thursdays 10 am - 8 pm, Friday 9 am - 4:30 pm, Saturday 10 am - 1 pm. Sunday Closed.
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We Mail 200,000 Newspapers 
  to Every Home & Business 
    in 30 Towns!

Advertise  in any  number of towns

Joe Renna 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPERS RATE SHEET 

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

We print Full Color 
2-Sided, Flyers and 

Menus that get inserted 
into the newspapers, 
and mailed to every 

home and business in 
Town for as low  

as $100 per thousand.
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Buy a 3 Zone  
Mini Ductless Split 
Get a 4th 

Zone FREE 
(EXPIRES 6/30/25)

BUY ANY COOLING/HEATING 
OR MINI DUCTLESS SYSTEM 
Receive a FREE 

Hot Water Heater 
Plus a FREE Year of Service Partner Plan 

or 

$2,000 OFF 
Installation 

Plus a FREE Year of Service Partner Plan 
(Water Heater up to 50 gallons - EXPIRES 6/30/25)

$150 OFF 
Any Drain 
Cleaning 

(EXPIRES 6/30/25)

$29 
AC Tune-Up 
For First Time Customers Only. 

(EXPIRES 6/30/25)

$500 OFF 
Any Electrical 
Panel Upgrade 

(EXPIRES 6/30/25)

Coupon must be presented when work is performed. One coupon per transaction. Not to be combined with any other offers. Not valid on prior services. Coupon must be presented when work is performed.

JS Needham-Master HVACR Lic. # 3980 • M Burt-Plumbing Lic. # 8389 • NJHIC # 13VH00255200 • PAHIC # PA001066

Schedule your  
FREE INSTALLATION  
ESTIMATE
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528 N. Michigan Ave. Kenilworth, NJ • 908-688-8333 
Hours: Monday - Saturday: 7:30 am - 5:00 pm • Sunday: Closed 

We accommodate the trade as well as the do-it-yourselfers! We are always ready to assist.
SOIL 

Compost.....................................$30 
Jersey Brown.............................$40 

MULCH 
Black Dyed................................$33 
Brown Dyed..............................$33 
Red Dyed...................................$35 
Hardwood .................................$15 
Playground................................$35 

QUARRY BASE MATERIALS 
Mason Sand ..............................$60 
3⁄4 Clean Stone...........................$58 
Stone Dust.................................$39 
QP ...............................................$48 

DECORATIVE STONE 
3⁄8 Riverbed / Pea Gravel .........$97 

1 Riverbed ...............................$115 
11/2-3 Riverbed.........................$120 
3⁄4 Red Stone ..............................$84 
3⁄4 Goose Egg............................$115 
2-4 Goose Egg .........................$135 
3⁄4 Arctic White ........................$120 

Prices subject to change without notice.

HARDSCAPE 
• Cement 
• Cinder Block 
• Belgium Block  
• Curbing 
• Bluestone Treads 
• Diamond Blades 
• Limestone Treads 

TOOLS 
• Mason Tools  
• Landscape Tools 

DRAINAGE 
• Catch Basins 
• 3” & 4” Pipe 

LAWN & GARDEN 
• Grass Seed 
• Fertilizers 
• Peat Moss 
• Hay 
• Polymeric Sand 
• Paver Sealer 
• Paver Cleaner

FREE DELIVERY 
5 yards or more. Union County only. 

ORDER ONLINE 
www.JerseyLandGarden.com

Prices 
per yardOne of the Largest  

Displays of Cambridge  
Pavers in the Area!
Waterfalls • Fireplaces  

• Fire Pits • Walls • Walkways  
• Patios • Curbs


