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Your Dream Home

Loryn O'Brien
Coldwell Banker East
209 Central Ave
Westfield, NJ
lorynobrien118@gmail.com
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ELKS LODGE INSTALLS OFFICERS FOR 2025-2026 TERM

The Cranford Elks Lodge #2006 held its Installation of
Officers for the 2025-2026 year during a public ceremony on
March 22. The newly installed officers are Exalted Ruler
Adam Smith, Esteemed Leading Knight Natalie Stevens,
Esteemed Loyal Knight Steve Jaskowak, Esteemed Lecturing
Knight Miguel Quinones, Secretary Anna DiFabio, Treasurer
Joe O’Brien, Esquire Melissa Hoffman, Chaplain Alisha
Lardieri, Tiler John Smith, Inner Guard Collin Mayer, 1-Year
Trustee Michael Gedman PVP, 2-Year Trustee Carl Gaspar,
3-Year Trustee Bob Bruns, 4-Year Trustee Kevin Carney
PER, and 5-Year Trustee Andis Kalnins.

The installation ceremony was conducted by District
Deputy Hank Bedlivy, who was joined by Vice President
Jonathan Joshua, Past District Deputy Mark Dunnder, Past
District Deputy Carmel Kretchmer, Past District Deputy Dan
Kretchmer, Vice President Elect Steve Grote, and Past

Exalted Rulers Krste Donovski, Rich Clark, Kevin Sargent,
Audrey Smith, Ken Boudreau, and John Kretchmer. Their
presence emphasized the strong leadership and support within
the Elks community.

Founded in 1871, the Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks is the largest fraternal organization in the country, with
a network of over 2,100 local lodges. The Elks are dedicated
to fostering American patriotism, promoting camaraderie,
and serving communities through various benevolent
programs. Since its establishment in 1956, the Cranford Elks
Lodge #2006 has contributed significant time and resources
to supporting special needs children, youth scholarships,
active and retired military personnel, and patriotic
initiatives.

For more information about the Elks and how to join,
please visit www.elks.org.
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Complete Termite & Pest Control Since 1952
From ants to bed bugs and squirrels to mice-
and everything in between, we can help.

ARNOLD’S

PEST CONTROL

Business license #90966A

908-276-8062

ArnoldsPestControl.com
9 Quine Street, Cranford, NJ 07016




CRANFORD MONTHLY - Page 2 - May 2025

HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS GOLF TEAM DONATION
cn nN Fn n n MBHTH I_YH_] The Cranford Jaycee’s and Greg Wofsy of the bags for the Cranford HS Girls Golf team, which

Cranford Golf Studio generously donated golf is starting only its second season.
Renna Media, LLC, Publishers

202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016

Cranford Monthly is published by Renna Media. 9,900 J r—=ﬁ !“i\‘ I_“H ﬂ
newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every business kgures "f " :

and resident in Cranford, NJ. Although great care has been taken
to ensure the information contained within is accurate, Renna
Media assumes no liability for errors or omissions.

©2025 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced
without written consent from Renna Media LLC.

SEND US YOUR NEWS
Do you have a community service that you
need help publicizing? Did you or someone you
know accomplish something amazing? We are
interested in hearing about your latest
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com

ADVERTISING
Joe Renna: 908-447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com
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F;zge%sogzgg;?%r;enqgﬁén&?gtﬁ?ym (above, front, I-r) Dave Farrell,, Greg Wofsy, Meghan Wukovits, Sophia Bloom, Cayla Reilly;

(back, I-r) Sean Rees, Coach Rich Hurley, Ashley Patt, Kiran Shusterman,
Aubrey Dispensa, Molly Parker.
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LANDSCAPING

GD‘HPI-E'I'E PROPERTY GHEE
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MENTION CODE “"MAY". VALID THROUGH 6/15/2025

WEEKLY LAWN MAINTENANCE SPOTS AVAILABLE
Give yourself a break - leave the mowing to us this year!
v WEEKLY LAWN CUTS v/ PAVERS & PATIOS
+/ CLEANUPS v TRIMMING
v MULCH v/ PLANTING

FREE TEXT OR CALL
ESTIMATES 908-441-7302

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR ALL OF OUR SERVICES

SAMS PANDS CARINGICOM

CUSTOMER SERVICE - OUR BUSINESS; LANDSCAPING - OUR SPECIALTY!
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ALTERNATIVE TO ROOF REPLACEMENT
CAN SAVE THOUSANDS AND
EXTEND ROOF LIFE UP__.'I'O 15 YEARS
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ROOF MAXX ROOF RESTORATION AND REJUVENATION IS YOUR ROOF READY FOR ROOF MAXX?
IS A GREEN, SAFE, EASY, PROVEN AND AFFORDABLE Asphalt shingles are made of small, sand-like pebbles pressed and held
ALTERNATIVE T0 A COMPLIG ATED, EXPENS“’E AND ‘Fogether Wlth natural oils. As this oil 'drles out, you‘wﬂl potlce changes

in your shingles. When you start seeing the following signs, your roof

LIFE'DISRUPTING ASPHALT ROOF REPLACEMENT can benefit from a Roof Maxx treatment.
Our revolutionary rejuvenation treatment is designed to penetrate * Sand, pebbles, and debris flaking off
deeply and restore the protective oils and flexibility of your asphalt ~ &d showing up in your gutters and downspouts.

. . . . . » Watch for black stains or streaking that are visible from the ground.
shingles. This extends the life of your shingles and renews their | Note areas that are cracking, breaking, and curling.

water, wind, and sun protection for years to come. Get a free inspection from Roof Maxx, and we’ll give you honest
Roof Maxx is Environmentally friendly while drastically reduces answers about the condition of your roof and what we can do for you!
the expense of replacing your roof. Get a FREE INSPECTION from Roof Maxx, and we’ll
* Extend the life of your current roof for as much as 15 years give you honest answers ahout the condition
* Saves up to 75% over the cost of a new roof replacement. of your roof and what we can do for you!

* All-natural formulation is Certified USDA BioPreferred
* No messy, noisy, and lengthy construction process

e . ROOF !3 MAXX'
Lt . 908-460-3165

"-15 ' RoofMaxx. us/Summlt NJ

Dave Thomas
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SPRING SPECIAL

ﬁ $500 OFF

WHEN YOU BOOK IN MAY

- EDGF ﬁ MAEJ{ With this coupon. Expires May 31, 2025
Q safe (QEasy @ Proven [@affordable &8 sustainable Lo 0 0 L




CRANFORD MONTHLY - Page 4 - May 2025

K OF C GIVES THANKS FOR "BREAKFAST WITH THE BUNNY" EVENT

The Knights of Columbus had another
outstanding "Breakfast with the Bunny" event
held on April 5th at St. Michael's School. The
collaboration between the Cranford Knights of
Columbus and the Home School Association
made this event a resounding success, bringing
joy to many families in our community.

The dedication of the over 20 Knights who

prepared and served breakfast to the 190
attendees was truly commendable. Their efforts
created a warm and welcoming atmosphere that
was enjoyed by all.

The two sessions, highlighted by the Easter
Bunny's appearance and the distribution of
crayons and coloring books, delighted the
children and added a special touch to the

morning.

Events like these are vital in fostering
community spirit and creating lasting memories
for our families. Your hard work and commitment
to organizing such a wonderful gathering do not
go unnoticed, and we are all grateful for your
contributions.

————

| by

=

(above) Over 20 Knights of Columbus members prepared and served breakfast to the 190 attendees

of the Breakfast with the Bunny event held at St. Michael .
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MAKE IT YOUR CHILD’S
VERY BEST SUMMER!

VACATION

BIBLE SCHOOL

July 7 -11 from 9am - 12pm
Kids Ages4to 11

CRABS

GAME'S
MUSIC

SERVING @UTIERS

REGISTER ONLINE NOW!
www.firstprescranford.org/VBS

‘\

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF CRANFORD

11 Springfield Ave., Cranford, MJ

l-airvays-
Cranford

908.224.6864

NOW WELCOMING
NEW RESIDENTS!

Your Link to The Good Life

RECEIVEUP TO 3 MONTHS FREE®

« STUDIO, 1, AND 2 BEDROOMS
» 9" CEILINGS

* SMART KEYLESS ENTRY

« QUARTZ COUNTERTOPS

= EVWCHARGING STATIONS

= COMNFERENCE ROOMS

*rates ond specioly may change dus fo availobiin:”

750 Walnut Ave. Cranford, NJ 07016 www.fairwaysateranford.com
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Call Today for a Free Estimate! [&] 855.624.6655
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Payment Plans
HOME REMODELING GROUP WINDCWE 5209 BASEMENTS §395

ITCHENS $389 BATHREDOMS 3199
ROOFING §147 DECESPATIOS 5189
MDENG $289  PORCHESSTERS $185

] ROOFING | SIDING | WINDOWS 2% Plans Available!
¥ Decks & Porches 0% KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BASEMENTS PR mmalepes oty e OO
MASONRY | DECKS | PORCHES

VIRTUAL MEETINGS ALSO AVAILABLE

Interior & Exterior Remodeling | Family Owned & Operated
100% FINANCING AVAILABLE | 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

MJDCA |13VHO7755300

(8l MagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com
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UNSUNG HEROES RECOGNIZED FOR POSITIVE IMPACT ON COMMUNITY

Cranford Public Schools

Ashley Sremcevic, a senior at Lincoln School,
and Sean Hanna, a senior at Cranford High
School (CHS), were honored by the Union
County School Boards Association with the
Unsung Heroes Award on March 12 at Kean
University. This prestigious award recognizes a
senior from each high school in Union County
who is making outstanding contributions to their
schools and community.

School Counselor Vanessa Velazquez, who
nominated Ashley, highlighted her unwavering
drive to excel and her commitment to making a
meaningful impact on the world around her.

“Having worked closely with Ashley it is very
clear that she is the type of person who has the
potential to make a community stronger,” said
Ms. Velazquez. “This well-deserved recognition
highlights her commitment to learning and the
positive impact she has on those around her.”

Ashley has dedicated herself to service,
participating in activities such as wrapping gifts
for families in need during Christmas, donating
to food pantries, and volunteering at day care
centers. She is currently working at the YMCA,
through her work study program, where she
provides aftercare for students during the week
and coaches sports on Saturdays, further
showcasing her leadership and commitment to
others.

Sean Hanna, Unsung Hero at CHS, was
nominated by Supervisor JoAnn Sei and School
Counselors Gretchen Lenehan and Catherine
Gallo. They spoke about his determination,

the

(above) School Counselor Vanessa Velazquez
nominated recipient Ashley Sremcevic.

Voloome to the
TV L

&
é@ WATERATTHEY
DID YOU KNOW?

9 in 10 parents see swimming as an
essential life skill, yet 24% have low
confidence in their kids’ ability to stay
safe around water.

MAY IS WATER SAFETY MONTH,

andthe Y is here to ensure that all families

are ready for a fun and safe summer.
Become “Water-Ready” by developing

: o ; Be red for summer and
(above) Cranford.Hzgh L'S’c'hOOZ Principal Mark ""aé‘!?:ht? ‘-_‘hh u:’ﬂt:‘::!cllp rE'I;IiI:!EE the IEEE:EFH ises to help kids adjust
Cantagallo with recipient Sean Hanna. TER O AU ) coniigence S0 Biadng i tve s disciise
and competence in and around the water. gin i s
Photos by Cranford Public Schools safety topics, and participate in
fun, themed activities that
reinforce skills!
HopefuIHope COIM | | WESTFIELD AREA YMCA N
@ 220 Clark St., Westfield €, 508-301-YMCA [95622) = Freef Upento ommunity
WE SELL APPAREL: - Bakiadt g Casilia vl childran
@, ° T-Shirts « Hats CRANFORD YMCA ages 5-T|
- » Socks * Hoodies @ 401 Centennial Ave., Cranford %, 908-844-YMCA [9622) * Child and parent/guardian should

_ *Flip Flops * Sweat Pants
* Sweat Suits * Tote Bags
* Spandex Pants * And More

Education and Perseverance is the Answer!

Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwaod,

is available for YMICA programs and memberships.
o www.westfieldynj.org £ & O

SAFETY AROUND

Mountainside, and Westfield since 1923, Financial assistance

resilience and compassion for others.

At the awards ceremony, Principal Mark
Cantagallo said, “Sean consistently displays an
unwavering commitment to his work, always
challenging himself and pushing beyond his
comfort zone. He participates in extracurricular
activities, takes college-level courses, and
relentlessly pursues his dream of becoming a
firefighter.”

“Through it all, he has remained a positive
peer role model,” Mr. Cantagallo added.

Sean is also a volunteer EMT, showcasing his
deep passion and commitment to helping others.

“Both students are incredibly deserving of this
recognition, as they embody the values and
vision that have the power to shape a brighter
future,” said Superintendent of Schools Dr. Scott
Rubin. “Their passion, character, and
accomplishments are a source of pride for the
entire Cranford Public Schools community.”

BEA
 WATER-
READY
FAMILY!

WATER WISE!

Free Water Safety Events
for Kids & Families

e Sunday, May 18 | 1.00-2.00pm

225 Location: Westfeld Area YPMCA

imla Friday, May 23 |1.00-145pm
22 | ocation: Cranford YMCA

come dressed for the water
= Registration required
Register at westhieldyn. org/ water- safety
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MURSELI PRO
CONSTRUCTIO

15% Senior Discou
e Major Credit Cards

e NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

Family
Owned &
Operated For
20 Years

CHIMNEYS

SIDING
:. ‘i-‘l'l'*‘:_-!.-:l"':llI =

i R
. |

of T ]

[1e DRIVEWAYS

o STEPS

¢ BRICK & BLOCK

e~ |* SIDEWALKS
__""|* REPAIR

COMPLETE SET OF STEPS

Up to 6 Feet, 5 Steps / Brick, Limestone & Concrete

o NEW
| FUNDATIONS

'| » RE-ROOF
e NEW ROOF

* ROOF REPAIRS
* SHINGLES

* FLAT ROOF

— J * CLEANING
¢ RE-LINE

* REPAIRS
* REBUILD
¢ CAPPING

= CHIMINERY LINER | .\
o
o Spea‘aé $1,300 | & HomeAgvisor

ysn WHY SHOULD I USE A CHIMNEY LINING

“|* REPAIRS
ui* WATERPROOFING

| transfer combustibles AWRRD | % e us on

| e Protect the masonry from the corrosive e
by products of combustion

¢ Provide a correctly sized flue for
optimum efficiency of appliance

. Save $1,000 ON ROOF Eiective
REPLACEMENT @/Eﬁt

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 5/31/25.

dH

L = - ’ is invisible,
Cleaning Long Term Preservation odorless,

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 5/31/25.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

of $1,000 or more of $1,000 or more

| I
1 : 1
1
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other : : With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other :
1
1! 1
L

of $2,000 or more : : (any Average House)
With coupon. Cannot be combined wnh any other 1 ' With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other :
: l offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 5/31/25.

_______________________________________________________

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other

offer. Some resirictions apply. Expires 5/31/25. offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 5/31/25. offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 5/31/25.

_______________________________________________________
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CENTENNIAL VILLAGE
5K RACGE - JUNE 1

The Centennial Village Group

Cranford’s Group’s annual 5k race will take
place this year on Sunday, June 1. Registration,
including on race day, will be all online, at
runsignup.com. The chip-timed race will start at
9 a.m. The route provides a flat tour of part of
Cranford’s South Side, starting at Lincoln School
on Centennial Avenue, and looping through
Centennial Village and Mohawk Park. This
family-friendly race invites all ages to come out
and enjoy the views of Centennial Village.
Family and friends are encouraged to cheer on
the runners along the route.

Visit runsignup.com to sign up or donate. Pre-
registration is open until May 17, and costs $30
for adults and $25 for 18 and under. All pre-
registrants will receive a tech t-shirt. After May
17, registration costs $35 for adults and $30 for
youth.

Email cvgvelocity@gmail.com with any
questions regarding the race.

The Centennial Village Group is made up of
Cranford volunteers dedicated to the
revitalization and beautification of the Centennial
Avenue business district. In addition to the
Velocity 5K Race, the Group holds various other
community events, including a Bunny Hop to
decorate Centennial Avenue with spring spirit,
and an annual Music Fest to raise funds for its
continual efforts to improve the community.

Scan QR code or visit runsignup.com
to register.

Get paid to

participate!

Union Location

Current/ Upcoming Stedwes Call: 08,50, H&0

« Paotch '-z-si-ng

. SPF Tl:l'!-'-"-g 248¥7 YVauxhall B

# Maoke-up Use Tost Union, MJ 07085
and o

Elizabeth Lacation

Currert/Upcoming Studes  Call: POB.242, 300
Parsonal Coang Produscts
Hair Produwsts

#rti- -5“-'_|-I'-Q Froducts

288 M Broad St
Saite TR
Elmabath, M OT208

Ll
L
L
Ll

Eczema Studas

Seon the OF  Poy ranges from

code 1o e g hdl  S30-51300
list of studies ond  depending on
tha study

h___,.-“" sign up!

CDC THEATRE PRESENTS LEGALLY BLONDE

Harvard's beloved blonde takes the stage at
CDC Theatre in Cranford by pink storm in this
fun, upbeat story of self-discovery!

A fabulously fun, award-winning musical
based on the adored movie, Legally Blonde, the
musical, follows the transformation of Elle
Woods as she tackles stereotypes and scandal in
pursuit of her dreams. With music and lyrics by
Laurence O’Keefe & Nell Benjamin and book by
Heather Hach, the show is based on the novel by
Amanda Brown and the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
motion picture.

Action-packed and exploding with memorable
songs and dynamic dances - this musical is so
much fun, it should be illegal! Elle Woods
appears to have it all. Her life is turned upside
down when her boyfriend Warner dumps her so
he can attend Harvard Law. Determined to get
him back, Elle ingeniously charms her way into
the prestigious law school. While there, she
struggles with peers, professors and her ex. With
the support of some new friends, though, Elle

quickly realizes her potential and sets out to
prove herself to the world.

Edgar Hidalgo directs the cast which includes
Melissa Calicchio as Elle, Zach Mazouat as
Emmet, Rachel Love as Paulette, Larry
Brustofski as Callahan and Gabe Weiss as
Warner. They are joined by a talented cast of
supporting actors and a fabulous ensemble! With
Musical Director Kaeden Oh, Choreographer
Jaimie Bass, Stage Manager Dana Dispoto and
Producer Elizabeth Howard on the production
team, the show promises to be the crescendo of
the 106th season at CDC Theatre.

Performances on May 2-18,

Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m.

and Sunday, May 11 and 18 at 2 p.m.

For the best selection and prices, tickets can be
ordered by visiting cdctheatre.org.

This production is made possible by funds
from the Union County Office of Cultural &
Heritage Affairs, a partner of the New Jersey
State Council on the Arts.

r-'l-'u.
%
| 2

Music and Lyrics by
Laurence 0'Keefe and lloll

COC Theatre /).

8 Winans Ave =~

FRI/SAT, MAY 2-17 @8 PM
SUN, MAY 11 & 18 @2PM

LEGALLY BLONDE is presented through special amangement with Musical Theater International (MTT).
u-m_pumm are also spplied by MTI. www.miishows.com
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Book by
hljan Heather Hach
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cdctheatre.org
908-276-7611
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\THEGREAT ADVENTURE

A ‘ﬁONtERT CELEBRATION
OI’ LOVE LIFE & TOGETHERNESS!

WAV 177, T30 P,

FEATURING HUNDREDS OF MUSIC FROM MOZART TO VIVALDI,
SINGERS & ORCHESTRA KIMBERLY AKIMBO TO TAYLOR SWIFT

ADULTS $30 N SUMM.I'I-" MIDDLE SCHOOL
STUDENTS & SENIORS $20 272 MORRIS AVE

cafmusic.org/adventure SUMMIT, NJ

I TALK TO US

908-264-5524
continuoarts.com

info@continuoarts.com

cIVIC CHORAL
cafmusic.org/audition
*limited space available
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GIRL SCOUTS OF CRANFORD SU48 INTREPID OPERATION SLUMBER

Submitted by Kristin Santos,
Girl Scout Junior Troop 40042

Over 100 Cranford Girl Scouts and their
parents boarded the Intrepid aircraft carrier on
Pier 86 in New York City for Operation Slumber,
after all the other visitors had left the museum for
the day.

Operation Slumber is an overnight program
that allows groups, like the Girl Scouts of
Cranford, to explore and sleep overnight on the
retired ship that was commissioned in 1943. The
attendees learned about the aircraft carrier’s
history including its participation in World War
II, the Cold War, Vietnam War, and as a NASA
recovery vessel.

The Girl Scouts had the entire evening to
explore the aircraft carrier alongside other youth
groups.

“I had so much fun visiting the Intrepid,” said
Megan McDonald, a middle schooler from Girl
Scout Cadette Troop 40826.” 1 realized how

important the Intrepid aircraft carrier was during |

America’s history and I especially liked going up
to the flight deck at night to see the planes and
views of New York.”

“My favorite part of the Intrepid was the flight
deck,” said Girl Scout Brownie Troop 40400
member Emelia. Her fellow Girl Scout Brownie
Troop 40400 sister Bethany said her favorite
thing was learning morse code.

"As the commander of the Cranford VFW it is
wonderful to see our youth get to experience and
learn about the history of the USS Intrepid and
get a small feel for what life was like for the
sailors who crewed that ship over her decades of
historic service, “ said Mark Schwartz, Post
Commander of the VFW Post 335 in Cranford.
“Learning about the history of our military, and
the sacrifices that our service members have
made for our country will only help the Girl
Scouts who attended to grow up to be better,
more well rounded citizens."

Post CDR Schwartz and his daughter Maggie,
members of Girl Scout Brownie Troop 40891,
were one of the many parent-daughter pairs to
enjoy Operation Slumber with their fellow Girl
Scout sisters.

“When the option became available to go to
the Intrepid my girls and I jumped at the chance,”
said Kristina King, Girl Scout Junior 40042 Co-
Leader. “The Intrepid means something to our
family as my dad helped back in the 80’s with the
Intrepid’s transition to a museum and there is a
plaque with his name on it.” “We come from a
large military family and my dad was stationed
on two ships during his service. I couldn’t be
more proud of my father for his service to our
country and [ wanted my daughters to experience
a piece of his life.”

This Girl Scout program is one of many that
offers so many different opportunities for girls to
explore and try out new things. One of the many

enthusiastic Girl Scouts of Cranford Operation
Slumber attendee’s highly recommended the
Intrepid after the overnight.

“It is amazing, *“ said Grace of Girl Scout
Junior Troop 40042. “There is so much to do and
so many stories. So if you come to the Intrepid I
hope you hear all the stories and do all the
things.”

ABOUT THE GIRL SCOUTS OF CRANFORD

The Girl Scouts of Cranford boasts over 1,000
Girl Scout Members in more than 60 troops and
Juliettes making it one of the largest non-profit
organizations in town. The Cranford Service Unit
is a part of the Girl Scouts Heart of New Jersey
(GSHNJ) Council which is part of the Girl Scouts
of the USA.

If your family is interested in learning more
about local Girl Scouts or to find out more
information on the Girls Scouts of Cranford,
please visit GirlScoutsofCranford.com.

(above) CDR Mark Schwartz and Maggie

Courtesy photos

(above) Girl Scouts of Cranford Service Unit 48 Intrepid Attendees
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FOUR FALLEN HEROES TO BE FEATURED ON MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY

Submitted by Don Sweeney

Nine years ago, at the Cranford Memorial Day
Ceremony, I stood listening to the words of a
World War II veteran. The emotion that was
evoked in me, began a mission which grew into
what many now recognize simply as “Cranford
86”. The tablets in Memorial Park which bear the
names of these brave souls who made the
ultimate sacrifice for our freedom, are powerful
symbols of our town’s respect and gratitude for
Cranford’s 86. Our team takes great pride in
knowing that our research and writing efforts

have brought these heroes' stories to light. In
2014, when we first started, an internet search of
these men’s names would yield little to no
information. Today, that same search will lead
you to Cranford86.org and the stories and
photographs that document the life, service and
untimely passing of each serviceman.

Initially, I wrote each story, with facts provided
by military veterans Steve Glazer and Stu
Rosenthal. Over time, we’ve expanded our team
to include other voices which provide different
perspectives. Janet Cymbaluk Ashnault, a Gold

b

(above, I-t) CPT. Anthony K. Johnson, Ist LT John A. Prescott,
TSgt James G. Lascelles, 2nd LT Robert R. Tuttle

CRANFORD 86 URGES ALL TO
“FOLLOW THE PARADE TO THE CEREMONY”

There were 86 young men from Cranford, who
left home during the most critical times in our
country’s history and never returned back to us.
These boys walked the halls at Cranford High
School, played on our sports fields and fished and
canoed in the river. They had part time jobs
downtown and took their dates to the Cranford
movie theater.

On the one day in America reserved to honor
our fallen military, grateful people will gather
along route of Cranford’s iconic, 104-year-old
Memorial Day Parade to visibly express their
appreciation and understanding of the ultimate

sacrifice made by each of these 86 men, and all
of America’s fallen. Those who follow the parade
to the ceremony will see Memorial Park on
Springfield Avenue bursting with solemn
patriotism with a one-hour program that never
fails to provoke one’s thoughts regarding the true
meaning of this federal holiday.

In our opinion, there is no better place than
Cranford, NJ, in which to pay your respects to
those who gave their tomorrows, so we could live
a life of freedom today. Parade steps off at 9:00
am, the ceremony begins at 10:00 am in
Memorial Park.

LIEUTENANT COLONEL RYAN HARTY NAMED
GRAND MARSHALL MEMORIAL DAY PARADE

Cranford VFW Post #335 has announced that
the Grand Marshall of this year's Memorial Day
Parade will be town resident Lieutenant Colonel
Ryan Harty. Colonel Harty is currently the Armor
Officer in the 44th Infantry Brigade Combat
Team in the New Jersey National Guard.

A member of the New Jersey National Guard
since 2005, Colonel Harty's recent return from
overseas deployment, prompted Cranford VFW
Commander Mark Schwartz to remark, "After
successfully leading his NJ National Guard
troops through a very tough deployment in Syria,
the least we can do to honor such a deserving
long time Cranford resident is make him our
Grand Marshall."

Besides Syria in 2024, the Colonel has seen

duty in Iraq from 2008 to 2009 and Jordan in
2019. During his service he has received two
Bronze Stars, two Meritorious Service Medals,
two Army Achievement Medals and a host of
other awards.

This year's parade will be held on Monday,
May 26th, with the lineup for the parade
beginning at 8:30 a.m. at the Community
Center at 220 Walnut Avenue and the step off
at 9:00 a.m.

The traditional Memorial Ceremony will be
held at the parade's end at Memorial Park on
Springfield Avenue at approximately 10:00 a.m.
Should there be inclement weather, the Memorial
Service (only) will be held inside the Community
Center at 10:00 a.m.

Star family member, joined us during the writing
of the story of her husband’s brother, Raymond
Ashnault, a decorated soldier who died in the
Vietnam War. Starting as a skilled proofreader,
Janet has since evolved into a co-writer and now
a talented storyteller in her own right, bringing a
unique empathy that adds to the compassion for
which our Cranford 86 stories are known. Vic
Bary, a decorated Vietnam veteran who
previously served as our military expert, now
leads the writing on Vietnam hero profiles. His
emotional connection to his fallen comrades
gives his stories a distinct and poignant
perspective. Lastly, Barry Mazza, our newest
team member, has brought us expertise in the
latest technologies, providing us with a better
platform to deliver the product of our mission to
readers.

Each year after Memorial Day, our team
gathers to assess the research ahead and the
interest in specific stories from our project’s
supporters. Together, we decide which of our
currently anonymous heroes will be unveiled to
our readers in the Cranford Monthly and on our
website, Cranford86.org. This year, we found
inspiration in the Apple TV series, Masters of the
Air, which depicts the WWII flight crews of the
Army Airmen of the 100th Bomber Squadron.
Remarkably, our list of Cranford 86 soldiers and
airmen includes 25 pilots and crew members
which  includes  co-pilots,  navigators,
bombardiers, aerial gunners, and electronic
warfare officers. The series resonated with us not
only because it portrays real WWII heroes, but
also because it highlights the brotherhood among
these men, offering insights into the relationships
that our 25 heroes likely experienced.

Masters of the Air also showcases the
engineering marvels that these incredibly young
airmen had at their disposal, from the B-17 itself
to the top-secret Norden bombsight, which has
been featured in some of our past stories. We
recommend watching the nine hours of this series
either before or after reading this year’s stories,
as it may provide a deeper understanding and
appreciation of the profiles of our 2024-2025
heroes.
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ESTATEN ROADSHOW BUYING EVENTY

TWO WEEKENDS IN MAY - TWO LOCATIONS

May 12th thru 16th

KENILWORTH sf/:IHIl]H CLARK HOLIDAY INN
Sl o 36 Valley Rd, Clark, NJ 07066

" poselte 9am to 4pm
CRANFORD & PARK

Westlield Avenue

May 19th thru 23rd

South Avenue /

CLARK /: uvoey  KENILWORTH HOTEL
: 60 S 31st St, Kenilworth, NJ 07033
= Vally Road 9am to 4pm

RAHWAY

EstatesRoadshow.com

Speak to the company’s owner:
Marshall Smoller: 609-781-6559

WHAT CAN YOU BRING TO OUR ESTATE ROADSHOW?

e GOLD: Estate jewelry & scrap gold, Broken jewelry wanted!Extra paid for diamond encrusted gold items

e SILVER: Flatware: knives, forks, spoons, tea sets, tray (Must be marked sterling and/or .925)
Scrap Silver Jewelry: charm bracelets, belt buckles, Morgan dollars, Eisenhower 40% silver coins.
All 90% silver (especially pre-1964) All kinds, era & conditions!

e COINS: All commemorative coins, rolls, sets, certified & proofs. All PCGs, NGC, ANACs, & ICG proofs & sets.
Bring in any coins for free evaluation! No obligation!

e WRIST & POCKET WATCHES: Rolex, Cartier, Bulova, Movado & more. All pocket watches,
working or not All kinds, all time periods, all conditions!

e ESTATE & VINTAGE JEWELRY: Estate/vintage Victorian - Earrings - Necklaces - Pendants - Charm Bracelets
- Costume Jewelry - Hat Pins - Compacts - Cuff Links - Bracelets - Amber Iltems - Rhinestone Items

e PAPER CURRENCY & BANK NOTES: All sizes and denominations Confederate currency - gold & silver certificates
- fractional currency - old/rare currency - federal reserve notes.
BRING IN ANY & ALL CURRENCY FOR FREE EVALUATION! All conditions
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ESTATEN ROADSHOW BUYING EVENTY

Gold Is At An All Time High*

NOW IS THETIME TO SELL

GOLD EXCEEDS $3,400 PER OUNCE
(AS OF APRIL 1st)

Silver $32.50 an ounce
Disclaimer: prices may fluctuate since publication of this ad.

DIAMONDS

1 Carat & Larger
1 Carat up to $30,000
2 Carat up to $50,000
3 Carat up to $75,000
4 Carat up to $150,000

Don’t Miss Out!
We Pay the Most!
Instant Verbal

Highest
Cash Offer
on the Spot!

EstatesRoadshow.com

Speak to the company’s owner:
Marshall Smoller: 609-781-6559

‘ -----------------

" ADD 20% &
TOWARD YOUR SALE :F™
WITH THIS COUPON!

* Limit 1 Per Customer. Visit us at a show with this coupon for more details. -
This Coupon must be presented at the start of the transaction. Other restrictions 1 ' !I’.’..P b
may apply. All prices subject to market fluctuation. Offers Subject to Condition ]
& Presentation. Please Bring All Appropriate Boxes & Paper Work.
S /7 Wil
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CRANFORD VOLUNTEERS SHOW LOVE THROUGH FOOD

Cranford Family Care

At Cranford Family Care, we are incredibly
grateful to be part of a community that shows
love through food.

Teens and adults alike have been stepping up
to cook and bake for our Senior Citizen Meals
Program, and their efforts are making a real
difference. Not only do these home-cooked meals
save our organization hundreds of dollars, but
they also bring comfort, nourishment, and joy to
the seniors we serve. From hearty dinners to
fresh-baked cookies, every dish is a reminder that
someone cares — and that kindness truly lives in
the heart of our community.

Here are just a few recent highlights:

The Junior League of Elizabeth & Plainfield
recently hosted a “Chop & Chat” evening. A
hostess planned the menu, members each brought
an ingredient, and they spent the evening
preparing meals together. They thoroughly
enjoyed themselves and are already planning
their next session!

Nicole and Chris Consorte deliver delicious
meals every Friday, bringing consistency and
care to our seniors.

Olivia Quinty, a student at Cranford High
School, has gone above and beyond this past
school year, contributing an impressive 122
volunteer hours since September. She’s regularly
cooked and baked meals for seniors and families,
and her passion for service has inspired others to
get involved.

What began as a solo effort has grown into

something even greater. Olivia’s enthusiasm has
motivated her friends to join her in cooking,
baking, and spreading awareness about CFC.
Now, they’re taking the next step by launching a
new student-led initiative at Cranford High
School called Cranford Cares.

“We’re in the process of creating a club that
will allow more students to learn about Cranford
Family Care and get involved,” Olivia shared.
“The club will help run item drives, organize
meal prep sessions, and educate our peers about
the challenges facing families in our community.”

Their dedication not only provides meals but
also creates a ripple effect of compassion that
reaches far beyond the kitchen. The impact
they’re making is already visible, and with
Cranford Cares, their reach is only growing.

“Volunteering with Cranford Family Care has
shown me how important it is to understand and
support your neighbors,” Olivia said. “I’'m
grateful for the opportunity to help and excited
to keep making a difference.”

We are truly fortunate to have such thoughtful
and generous volunteers. Their time, talents, and
kitchen creativity help us continue to provide
nourishing meals.

If you or your organization would like to cook
or bake for our seniors or if you or someone you
know would like to receive meals, please reach
out to us at cfamilycare@gmail.com.

We look forward to sharing more photos and
stories in the coming months as we continue to
celebrate the amazing volunteers who make this
work possible.

LAWNGEVITY. m"“wm' "H'm't':';
LANDSCATANG | e
" Plaslingnstallations
ShrubHedge Trimming
908.247.3790 Top SoilSeedSod
: FerilizationWeed Control
|EIWI'IQE"I.I'It'5I'|EC.CDH‘I Landscape Design
PEST LIC ig?grzﬂ::. E]lruz prviesiein | Pavers (WalkwaysPatios)
Comsimsstinl = Radisheretial = Folly Fiisid Retaiming Walls

Free Estimates - Affordable Rates
NEW CUSTOMER DISCOUNT

10% OFF

ANY SERVICE

With this coupon presented at time of estimates of up to $10,000.
Offer Valid for the 2025 season for new customers only.
One coupon per customer cannot be combined with other offers.

* COMMERCIAL
* RESIDENTIAL

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE

FULLY INSURED

PrimeHCJersey@gmail.com

allprime_heating_cooling

flo
862.373.5606

LIC#19HC00815900
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MY HANDYMAN & PAINTER m—

QUALITY HOME IMPROVEMENTS
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES m

e Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling. ‘g ‘e

e Sheetrock, Install & Repair.
e Painting, Electric & Plumbing.
e Windows, Siding & Roofing.
e Basement Waterproofing & Finishing

7 32 - 33 I - 95 72 Ge"e"gé rfzgcfgslyman
www.MyHandymanAndPainter.com

- FREE ESTIMATES! _

‘| pon’t
! shop.’
Licensed, Insured& Bonded
License #13VH11554200

, | View our Google Reviews.

Pet friendly
- We support
animal rescues

iiiii

ONE STOP SHOP FOR ALL YOUR
PAIN'I'ING & REPAIR NEEDS

IFE i - .-
ot e
[ 5
*. - o -"-I.I BEFORE
g !
: Y r
|
= By
L - o &

W

n
i

IT S NEVER JUST PA'N'"NG We do all the r repairs needed that

goes along with painting your home.

[0 Hanging Sheet Rock [ Replacing Trim [ Repairing Cracks and Holes
[ Taping and Spackling [ Base Boards (] Door and Window Replacement
[0 Window Wrapping [0 Crown Molding [ Replacing Electrial Outlets

MY HANDYMAN & PAINTER LLC. 100 WALNUT AVE, SUITE 210. CLARK NJ 07066
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KENILWORTH STREET FAIR

The 2025 Kenilworth Street Fair and Classic
Car Show, hosted by the Borough of Kenilworth,
will take place on Sunday, May 18th.

The Boulevard will be closed to vehicle traffic
from 14th St. to 24th St. and transformed into a
giant block party from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

This event will feature quality exhibitors, a
special crafter’s section, lots of great food, kiddie
rides, and kids area, live music and performances,
and local merchants and civic organizations.
SHOPPING

Shop til you drop along the Boulevard with
over 100 quality exhibitors selling their
merchandise such as jewelry, handbags, sports
collectibles, clothing, home decor, and much
more. There is a special section with handmade
crafts from local and nearby crafters and artisans
with unique one-of-a-kind items.

Westfield, NJ ﬁ

GREEKFEST25

Holy Trinity Greek Ovthodox: Church
250 GALLOWS HILL ROAD, WESTFIELD

May 30, 31 & June 1

Friday

Saturday Sunday

5pm-11pm Noon-11pm Noon-6pm

,,ﬁ

: ADMISSION *
WITH THIS AD

Greek Food & Pastries - Music & Dancing
Marketplace - Kids Zone - Mega 50/50

ﬁ www.njgreekfest.com '

ke 12 el
g bod B e Gorl e

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

This year we have 2 exciting bands.
Performing first will be the Green Planet Band
from 10am-lpm. They are a family band
comprised of teen siblings Kylee, Tyler and Grey,
along with Mama Lisa playing all cover music.
Performing from 2pm-4pm will be a very
seasoned band called Ladies of the Eighties.
Their cover music is from the 1980s and beyond.
They put on a great show.

There will also be demonstrations from the 2
local karate clubs: Twin Kicks atl1:30am and
Karate World at 1:30pm in front of the stage. In
the music area you will find tables and chairs for
you to sit, eat and watch the show.. The music is
located on the corner of the Boulevard and 21st
Street.

KIDS ZONE

The children will enjoy this section filled with
kiddie bounce rides, slides, and interactive blow-
ups, face painters, sand art & kids games,
temporary tattoos, and face painting, just to name
a few things.

FOOD TRUCKS

Come hungry! As you stroll along the
Boulevard stop to have a bite to eat and sit at
tables in our live music area. With over 20
gourmet food trucks there will be plenty of items
to choose from. Here is a list of just some of the
food that will be there: Cousin’s Main Lobster,
Magic Mike’s Smoked Meats, Dymski’s
Perogies, Empanada Guy, Cold Stone Creamery,
Jersey Pickles, Pat’s Italian Sausages and
Zeppolees, and so much more.

CAR SHOW
This year’s event will again feature a car show
of Custom . . . Classic . . . Street Rod . . . Muscle

Cars in front of Harding School. Set up starts
after 10 a.m. Registration - Day of Show. Cars
must be registered by 1:00 p.m. to be judged.
Trophies for Winners! All Proceeds go to Pride
in Kenilworth Committee. For more Car Show.
Info send email with your questions to:
rprflocal3@gmail.com
Go to JCpromotions.Info for more info.

Borough of Kenlbsorth Presents

o Vv wmawvWn
Kenilworth

STREETFAIR

& Classic Cnr Show

SUN.MIAYIS

525 Boulevard 10AM-3PM

J00: | H% |8 |t

CWIDE EYE

CLEANING:  Sparking

Clean

HOME & OFFICE Every Time

FREE ESTIMATES
Call or Text Owner: Cindy

201-925-9661

Cranford’s oun continues a
trusted tradition of quality care!

908-2

N .L.I'.III .'I.II.I:II.III..II g sig i MIT)

12-3001

. R
Diam{ynd
Gymnastics Academy
Discovery 1! Diamond 1| Cranford

Child Care : Gymnastics : After Care
1 Academy

SUMMER CAMP 2025
Mon. June 9 thru Fri. Friday August 29

* Weekly Session Options (2 wk. minimum)

* Gymnastics, Sports, Arts & Crafts & More!

* Experienced Staff / CPR /First Aid Certified

» Weekly Trips - Pool, Park, Bowling,

Mini-Golf & Movie Theater!
OPEN GYM IS BACK! TUESDAYS 8:30-10:30 pm

(908) 272-3500
One Commerce Dr. CGranford, NJ 07016
www.diamondgymnasticsacademy.com

Cranford
BARBE Z

sHl]P...

908-955-8700
108 Walnut Ave. ¢ Cranford,NJ

HAIR CUTS AND BEARD TRIMMING

Traditional, Old-Timey Service!
?;U:\S,\:/ed: 10a-6om Walk-ins Only $
ALL HAIRCUTS 1 8

Thu & Fri: ~ 9am - 6pm
Satuday: 8:30am - 5pm
Sun & Mon: Closed
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REMEMBERING OFFICER ROBERT HAND - 50 YEARS LATER

Cranford Police Department

It has been 50 years since the death of the only
Cranford Police Officer to lose his life in the line
of duty. Patrolman Robert F. Hand sacrificed his
life protecting and serving the citizens of
Cranford on February 11, 1975, following a
motor vehicle pursuit. To commemorate his
sacrifice members of the department wore
mourning bands over their badges starting on
February 5th through Wednesday February 12th,
2025. These bands along with our yearly
Memorial Day service will ensure his sacrifice is
not lost on the new generation of officers.

Below is a short biography and summary of
the events leading to his sacrifice. Lt. Stephen
Wilde put together this summary:

On February 11, 1975, at about 8:45 p.m.
Patrolman Robert F. Hand, a 19-year veteran with
the Cranford Police Department, attempted to
stop a vehicle driven by David Van Pelt, an 18-
year-old resident of Clark. The one-mile car
chase started on Walnut Avenue and continued
south onto Broadway in Clark. From Broadway
the chase continued to Schindler Road from
which the suspect’s car turned right and
proceeded west on Westfield Avenue in the
direction of Clark Police Headquarters. At the
intersection of Westfield and Branch Avenues in
Clark Officer Hand swerved to avoid a vehicle
coming into his path, causing the police car to
leave the roadway and crash into the D&B Glass
and Mirror storefront at the southwest corner.
The suspect continued through Clark, returned to
Westfield Avenue and was heading into Rahway
where Rahway Police had set up a roadblock. He
stopped and was arrested by Clark and Rahway
Police officers.

According to Van Pelt’s statement, he panicked
and led the officer on a chase into Clark.
Witnesses stated that Van Pelt’s vehicle drove
recklessly, forcing cars out of his way,
constituting a hazard that Officer Hand was
required to subdue. Van Pelt was later charged
with causing death by auto, reckless driving, and
eluding a police officer. He was released on
$10,000 bail.

As a result of the crash, Officer Hand suffered

contusions of the lungs and was taken to Rahway
Hospital where he died at approximately 10:30
p.m. at the age of 45. More than 700 police
officers and almost 140 police cars made a final
tribute to Hand by participating in a procession
from Dooley Funeral Home on North Avenue to
St. Michael’s Church on Alden Street where a
funeral mass with full police honors was held.
The procession, over a mile long, then went past
police headquarters and proceeded to the burial
at Graceland Memorial Park Cemetery in
Kenilworth.

The Reverend Joseph Derbyshire, Cranford
Police Chaplain and former assistant pastor at St.
Michael’s, was the celebrant of the mass.
Monsignor John Davis, pastor of St. Michael’s,
gave the eulogy and Reverend John Oates
assisted in the service. Police Chief Matthew
Haney presented the flag from the casket to
Patrolman Hand’s 17-year-old son, Brian.
Hand’s other children were Margaret, Timothy,
and Mary.

The police pallbearers were Lieutenants
Myron Cymbaluk and Henry Polidoro, Sergeants
Gerard Haney and John Korsch, and Patrolmen
John Herzer and Robert Nylen.

Fourteen members of the Cranford Police
Auxiliary handled traffic control during the
funeral and police officers from Garwood,
Roselle Park, and Clark were on duty for calls in
Cranford.

Patrolman Robert “Bobby” F. Hand was born
in 1930 and was a native of Jersey City before
moving to Cranford. He attended St. Benedict’s
High School and in 1947 joined the United States
Air Force, attaining the rank of Corporal and
serving in the Korean Conflict. He received an
Honorable Discharge in 1950. Robert was
appointed to the Cranford Police Department on
July 1, 1956, and was assigned to the Patrol
Division. Hand received a number of
commendations during his career. In August
1968 he was commended for breaking up a
narcotics ring where 10 people were arrested.
Rahway Police commended him in March 1969
for his help in the arrest of a child molester and
Army deserter.

“Family care for newborns through 100"

Vanguaro

Medical
Group

Guiding You to Better Health.
House Calls, Open 6 Days, Evening hours
570 South Ave E, Bldg. G | Cranford, NJ 07016
Make your appointment today! 908.272.7990

During his time with the police department,
Patrolman Hand was affectionately nicknamed
“The Senator” by fellow officers because he
couldn’t walk more than a few blocks without
stopping to greet a dozen people. He always took
the time to stop and say hello to people. Bobby
always put others’ needs before his own and was
notorious for his willingness to help those in
need.

Robert was a member of the local Elk’s Club
and of VFW Post No. 335. He was also a very
active member of Policemen’s Benevolent
Association, Local #52 and had been clected
President the prior spring. He was instrumental
in establishing the PBA collective bargaining unit
which then resulted in the first labor contract
between policemen and the township. After his
death, the PBA established the Robert F. Hand
Memorial Brotherhood Award which is given to
the PBA member who best exemplifies the
tradition of brotherhood that Officer Hand stood
for. The first recipient of the honor was
Lieutenant Myron Cymbaluk in 1980.

On June 30, 2010, the portion of Springfield
Avenue fronting police headquarters between
North Union Avenue and North Avenue was
dedicated as Patrolman Robert F. Hand Plaza.
Also in 2010, the Cranford PBA Local #52
announced a scholarship fund in Hand’s honor
for Cranford residents looking to attend college.
In 2015, the memorial stone that had been first
placed near the police department front door
entrance was moved to its new location near the
police only entrance of the building under a
Cherry Tree that was planted in his memory by
the Cranford Garden Club during their 1975-
1976 year.

CUSTOM MATTRESSES MADE TO ORDER!

Any Size * Natural « Double Sided » Affordable Mattresses

' A Family Business Since 1902.
& ORANGE MATTRESS

———CUSTOM BEDDING ——

@ 800-761-1100
mycustombedding.com

=

) Call Today
* Matresses ¢ Hybrid Mattresses or Visit Our
* Box Springs ¢ Adjustable Beds Showroom
* Pillows * Mattress Toppers in Clark, NJ.
* 44” & 48” * Natural / Organic 1049 Raritan Road

Will beat any competitor price for same or similar product
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CRANFORD LIBRARY MAY PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS

224 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016 ¢ Tel: 908-709-7272 ® Email: cranfordlibrary@cranfordlibrary.org ® cranfordlibrary.org

1:1 Senior Tech Help Appointments
Tuesdays starting at 1pm
Register for a 15 or 30-minute tech help
appointment with a librarian. Register online or
contact the library. Appointments are weekly on
Tuesdays from 1-2:30pm at the Cranford
Community Center.
Decoding the Mysteries of Cats
Thursday, May 1, at 7pm
(Zoom program)

Join cat behaviorist, Stephen Quandt, Feline
Behavior Associates, LLC, for this informative
and engaging program all about cat behavior!
After the presentation, there will be plenty of
time for Q&A if you have questions about your
own cats! Please visit our website to register for
this Zoom program. Sponsored by the Friends
of the Cranford Public Library.
Romance Readers Book Club
Monday, May 5, at 7pm
Join us for May’s Romance Readers Book Club.
Please keep an eye on our website for the book
title. If you don't want to read that book, or for
some reason can't find a copy, feel free to come
anyway to discuss whichever romance you've
recently read.

Movie Night
Wednesday, May 7, at 7pm
Join us the first Wednesday of the month for a
screening of a recently released DVD!
Please visit our website or contact the library
for film titles.

COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY

The highest compliment I can receive
is a referral from a satisfied client.

Cell 908-202-1702 * 0: 908-233-5555
ElizabethBHomes.com

Efax 908-935-0960 ¢ elizabeth.bataille@gmail.com

209 Central Ave,Westfield, NJ 07090

Top 1% !
CR .-

Sales Associate
EDWARD ]. HOBBIE MARK E. HOBBIE

HOBBIE & HOBBIE
ATTORNEYS AT LAW, LLC

Celebrating over 50 years of service
to the Cranford and Westfield area.

908-276-4777

hobbieandhobbie.com
fax: 908-709-1663
edward@hobbieandhobbie.com mark@hobbieandhobbie.com

476 South Avenue. East, Cranford, NJ 07016-0863

Elizabeth Bataille

Sales Associate

¢ Estate Administration
¢ Will and Trusts
¢ Elder Law

¢ Real Estate

SELL YOUR HOUSE ON YOUR OWN
N WITH A LITTLE HELP

an snlE Don’t Pay

High Commissions
AL LT3 Advisory Consultants, LLC
-451-6741) 908-451-6747

Specializing in Union County

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

Richard Baratta Trio:
Through the Ages/Music in Film Concert
Thursday, May 8, at 7pm
Join jazz musician and former Marvel film
producer, Richard Baratta and trio, for this
concert featuring old favorites plus iconic tunes
from popular movies! Sponsored by the Friends
of the Cranford Public Library.
Lit Cafe
Saturday, May 10, at 10:15am
Literary Caf¢ is a book chat program. Bring a
few of your recent favorite books and tell the
other members of the group what you like about
them. There is no required reading, and you will
have the opportunity to learn about books
recommended by other group members.
Admission is free and all are welcome. Light
refreshments provided by the Friends of the
Cranford Public Library. Attend in person or on
Zoom, (contact library for link).
International Film
Monday, May 12, at 12:30pm and 7pm
Join us for an International film screening. The
same film will be shown at 12:30pm and 7pm.
Please contact the library for the film title.
Please note the new start time for the afternoon
showing.
Adults Create
Tuesday, May 13, at 7pm
Join us the second Tuesday of the month for
crafts! This month we are making faux stained-
glass jars. Space is limited; please visit our
website to register. Sponsored by the Friends of
the Cranford Public Library.
Theater Project
Saturday, May 17, at 2pm
New Jersey’s own Theater Project will present a
reading of an original short play. The reading
will be followed by a question and answer
session with the audience, director, playwright
and cast. Funds have also been provided by the
Friends of the Cranford Public Library.
No registration needed.

Mr J’s Deli

¢ Traditional & Continental Breakfast
¢ 3-6 Foot Sub Sandwiches

e Sloppy Joe Platters  * Wrap Platters
¢ Hot & Cold Foods e Salads * Wings
¢ Sub Platters e Chicken Fingders

Plan Ahead - Call Today

908-272-0370

See our full menu online at:

mrjsdeliincranford.com
15 Wainut Ave. Cranford, NJ

Readers Forum
Monday, May 19, at 7pm
All are welcome at the Readers Forum Book
Discussion Group! This month’s book is Tom
Lake by Ann Patchett (2023).Additional copies
are available to check out and can be picked up
at the Circulation Desk.
Wednesday Morning Adult Craft
Wednesday, May 21, at 10am
Registration is required and can be done
through our website. Sponsored by the Friends
of the Cranford Public Library.
Trivia Night
Wednesday, May 21, at 7pm
Join us for another fun evening of trivia! This
free event is hosted by the Friends of the
Cranford Public Library! Join us in the
Community Room on the first floor of the
Community Center! Feel free to bring your own
snacks and (non-alcoholic) drinks. Prizes
awarded to the winning team. Please visit our
website or contact the library to register.
Poetry in Motion
Thursday, May 22 @ 7pm
If you’re interested in poetry of any kind and
from any era, this is the club for you!The first
half of the meeting will be a brief, informal
class highlighting the history of poetry along
with some of its major types and techniques.
The second half will be in the style of a book
club, with poems that we will discuss and
interpret together as a group.

Create in Community crafting group
Friday mornings 10:00 — 12:00
Working on an amazing afghan, cozy cardigan,
or joyful junk journal? Want to see what other
crafters in the community are doing and maybe
get some tips and inspiration along the way?
Join the new drop-in 'Create in Community'
group at the Cranford Public Library on Friday
mornings from 10:00-12:00. We will have
coloring pages and colored pencils available so
that you can keep your hands busy while you
build community here at the library.

KENILWORTH

GARDEN CENTER

kenilworthgarden.com

Complete line of
¢ Concrete Figurines
491 Boulevard, Kenilworth

e MOTHER’S DAY FLO
e MEMORIAL DAY TRIB% m‘%
¢ Annuals ® Hanging Bask

and Religious Statues
908'272'6659 HIC#13VH01254900

¢ Small Plants ® Shrubs
¢ Outdoor Garden Items
o V.
made in the USA.
Unique items at discounted prices.
A&A Landscaping 908-276-4443
Shrub Installations and Privacy Planting



mailto:cranfordlibrary@cranfordlibrary.org
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$PRINCETONAIR

HEATING - COOLING * PLUMBING - ELECTRIC

el Sl Vi |

announce,the NEW,
Princeton Air!

* Hot Water Heaters * Sump Pumps * Generators
* Electrical Panels * EV Chargers * AC/Heating Installations

908-213-5882 PrincetonAir.com

'ﬂ,. E Schedule your
L FREE INSTALLATION
Al -
5;-.7"

- ESTIMATE

————
Fi 888) 819-806¢ _

Pringelarlir . oom

10% OFF FOR ALL VETERANS AND SENIORS
Ask our technician!

_Buy a3 Zone UY ANY COOLING/HEATING
Mini Ductless Split OR MINI DUCTLESS SYSTEM

Get a 4th . Recejve a FREE
Zone FREE ::Hot Water Heater

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

: Plus a FREE Year of Service Partner Plan :
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

For First Time Customers Only.

(EXPIRES 6/30/25)

EAC Tune-UpE

$2,000 OFF
Installation

Plus a FREE Year of Service Partner Plan

. Any Electrical !
 Panel Upgrade :

(EXPIRES 6/30/25)

Any Drain |
Cleaning

(EXPIRES 6/30/25)

(Water Heater up to 50 gallons - EXPIRES 6/30/25)

JS Needham-Master HVACR Lic. # 3980 « M Burt-Plumbing Lic. # 8389 « NJHIC # 13VH00255200 « PAHIC # PA001066
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CRANFORD

RIVER .,

CLEANUP

~ Saturday, May (7

a7 9 am - 12 pm
&ll ages welcoma! . ﬁ:w-utﬂmns

Garbage begs provided.

Ploase BYD gloves & rakes, " Koty -

= High 5% Foothrdge

= Riverside Dr. Foctbeidge
= Spadry Park

& Mohawhk Park

= Hillskde Footbeidge

T8 REGESTER:
Emuil K-Prunty@cranfondngong

L&K Sedan & Taxi Service

ALL « METRO ¢ AIRPORTS ¢ PIERS * NYC * THEATERS

908-276-4444
Toll rrB77-276-8294 (Taxi)
KenilworthTaxi.com
Message/text: 908-296-4914
Cranford to Newark Airport starting at $40

Open 24 Hours 7 Days a Week

KONANTIQUES

WE Buy ANTIQUES

FREE HOUSE CALLS
908-578-7593

WE BUY: Sterling Silver, Antique Jewelry, Costume Jewelry, Coins,
Art, Watches & Clocks, Porcelain, Modern Items (50, 60’s, 70’s),
Antique Toys, Asian Decorative Arts, Judaica, Lighting, Military Items
Over 20 Some Furniture, Hummel & Lladro Figurines

yearsof  ree on-site consultation at your home or business

Located

Experience info@konantiq ues.com

in Summit

REYNOLDS PLUMBING

(908) 276-5367
(201) 666-0003

Cranford, NJ

3,:,, www.reynolds-plumbing.net
N2 Lou DiFabio Dan DiFabio
Lic. #4237 Lic. #11749

Residential /| Commercial / Industrial

Al’s Carpentry 3
Home Improvements %

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall
Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Call: 908.451.2230

ﬂ|5{:ﬂrpﬂntr':,f1'f@ﬁﬂlﬂﬂm Electrical Lic. # 14616

& Plumbing w #8660

ASTRONOMY DAY MAY 17, 2025

Amateur Astronomers, Inc. along with the
North Jersey Astronomical Group, two amateur
astronomy clubs located in New Jersey, are once
again holding their annual Astronomy Day on
Saturday, May 17, 2025. The event will be held
in 2 locations: Trailside Nature & Science Center
in Mountainside in the afternoon and at William
Miller Sperry Observatory on the campus of
Union College in Cranford in the evening. The
theme is "Solar Max, Unlocking the Secrets of
the Sun." This is a family friendly event that
focuses on learning about our Sun and its impact
on us, and also about astronomy and related
sciences in a fun and easy to understand
atmosphere. This event appeals to both children
and adults. The event is free and open to the
public and does not require preregistration. So,
mark your calendars for Saturday, May 17, 2025,
and come out to learn more about the Sun and our
universe!

75 YEARS NIGHT SKY GAZING

Amateur Astronomers, Inc (AAI) of Cranford,
NIJ celebrated their 75th Anniversary on Sunday,
November 17, 2024, at The Westwood Caterers
of Garwood, NJ. In attendance were 53 past and
current members who range from teenagers to
seniors.

AALI has always interested anyone who loves
looking and learning about the night sky. Housed
in the William Miller Sperry Observatory on the
Union College campus in Cranford, the
observatory is open to the public every Friday

night with their twin domes looking at the
heavens. One of the domes houses a 24-inch
reflector and the other dome houses a 10
refractor, which was constructed by club
members. Public lectures start at 8:30 p.m. on
Fridays, they are on current topics in Astronomy.

Youth lectures are presented by the club at 7:00
p.m. to preregistered scout groups to help them
earn their patches in science. If you are interested
in preregistering a scout group, please contact
info@asterism.org.

The club also celebrates celestial events such
as eclipses by opening the Observatory and
having numerous telescopes outside the building.
For more information about AAI email,
membership@asterism.org or visit asterism.org.

(above) AAI has always interested anyone who

loves looking and learning about the night sky.

Housed in the William Miller Sperry Observa-

tory on the Union College campus in Cranford,

the observatory is open to the public every Fri-
day night.

# Residential
i Condominium
E Commercial

i) One Day
Completions
Call Today f Free Estimat
and to Schedule an Appointment 3713-979-3359

Visit our website to see our sample gallery,
read testimonials and fill out our Free onIineGet ym RMJ [
Tiger Proofed!

estimate form.
Family-owned since 1978.

TigerRoofingNJ.com

Angel Masonry LLC

- Steps/Patios/Sidewalks

* Retaining Walls/Cultured Stone
- Pavers/Concrete
-

* Belgium Block

908-276-6241

angelmasonryllc@aol.com *

r

(AUTO WRECKERS)

We Buy Used Vehicles

PAYING 1,000 to $10,000
for USED CARS, TRUCKS & SUVS

PAYING $300 TO $1500
for JUNK VEHICLES

$ CASH ON THE SPOT $
ANY YEAR, ANY CONDITION

WE COME TO YOU
CALL OR TEXT RAY FREED

201-509-2495

Commercial

Residential BIUESTREA
Powerwasuive

(732) 596-7525
ROOF WASHING
POWER WASHING
GUTTER CLEANING

BlueStreakNJ.com

ALL PIPES|

Plumbing
Heating and

ir Conditioning
Master Plumber Lic. #12951

Located in
ranford, NJ

Colonia, NJ

Bonded &
Insured

Joe Neglio

908-499-9092



CRANFORD MONTHLY - Page 21

528 N. Mnchngan Ave. Kenilworth, NJ * 908-688-8333
Hours: Monday - Saturday: 7:30 am - 5:00 pm * Sunday: Closed
We accommodate the trade as well as the do-it-yourselfers! We are always ready to assist.

HARDSCAPE
* Cement
* Cinder Block
* Belgium Block
* Curbing
* Bluestone Treads
* Diamond Blades
* Limestone Treads

TOOLS

* Mason Tools
* Landscape Tools

DRAINAGE

e Catch Basins
* 3”7 & 4” Pipe

LAWN & GARDEN
* Grass Seed
* Fertilizers
* Peat Moss
* Hay
* Polymeric Sand
* Paver Sealer
* Paver Cleaner

One of the Largest
Displays of Cambridge
Pavers in the Area!

Waterfalls * Fireplaces
e Fire Pits * Walls - Walkways
 Patios * Curbs

FREE DELIVERY
5 yards or more. Union County only.

ORDER ONLINE
www.JerseyLandGarden.com

Prices

SOIL

YVUIL per yard
Compost........eeeeeeeenenennnnen. $30
Jersey Brown.........ceueeeneencnnee. $40

MULCH
Black Dyed.......cccecerueruvenuenucnnes $33
Brown Dyed.........cccceueuecucnnee. $33
Red Dyed........ccouvevvrennirenucnnnnes $35
Hardwood ........cuuuueeeeeecnennnnn. $15
Playground...........ccecerurrucvucnuenne. $35
QUARRY BASE MATERIALS
Mason Sand ........uueeeeeeeernnnnnn. $60
34 Clean Stone.......cceeeeveeeuveennens $58
Stone Dust......uueeeeereercnneeeennne $39
) SRR $48
DECORATIVE STONE
3% Riverbed / Pea Gravel......... $97
1 Riverbed .......uuueeeeeeennneeeeennne. $115
1'/2-3 Riverbed........c.corueeuveeen. $120
34 Red Stone .......coueeeeeeeereennenne $84
% G00S€E EGQ...ovveenrnrnrununncnenes $115
2-4 Goose Egg .......cevuevuecuennen. $135
34 Arctic White........coueeuueennnee. $120

« May 2025
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RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPERS RATE SHEET

We Mail 200,000 Newspapers
to Every Home & Business

We print Full Color
2-Sided, Flyers and
Menus that get inserted
into the newspapers,

] / S and mailed to every
In 30 Towns' [edar Kncits EAST home and business in
Whippamy Town for as low
Joe Renna 908'447'1295 as $100 per thousand.
joerenna@rennamedia.com : LIVINGSTON
MORRIS | MORRISTOWN '
Call today for FREE consult on TOWNSHIP FLORHAM PARK
marketing and business plans. '
RENNAMEDIA.C A R —
ENNAMEDIA.COM T s
Berkeley .
Heights PROVIDENCE i
LOMG HILL :
COMMUNITY NEWS Stirlieg, Gilleths
Qty: 5,000 Qty: 7,600 Qty: 6,800 e
Fipe 07922 Fip T4 Fip: (T CRANFORD
WESTFIELD ELIZABETH
WATCHUNG
chanFoRD B e R I .
NJ I s S LINDEN
View SCoTCH CLARK
Qty: 9,900  Qty: 4,700  Qty: 5,400 ! RAHWAY
Aip 070G A 7850 g o7 20H
Secthan of Elizabheth, M
EUSIRLCEDS = LIFC m
Fanwood| [FlOThamM e | o aness| | Kenuwor Livingston
W L T] T NJ
o Press w. Gazette| | v QE) Montniy
Qty: 3,000 Qty: 6,000  Qty: 2,500 Qty: 3,300 Qty: 6,100 Qty: 3,500  Qty: 18,000  Qty: 12,100
Fip- 07024 FATERL B & Fip:0T0zT FATERL B Ll OTOZT, 0T Zips 7055 Zip- 07030 Aipe 0030
Long Hill MADISON PRl E [moRrISTOWN | (A Aountamsioe| | Provi
I el rovidence
LEADER | JJ(DVVIINY ImonTHLY | B S 80c) | MONTHLY,, " Sl
TS s N | — e NEWS "

Qty: 3,500 Qty: 6,300 Qty: 8,200 Qty: 13,500 Qty: 7,000 Qty: 3,000 Qty: 5,100  Qty: 13,100
i (TURS Fipe 0TG40 Fipee 0T A (a0, L 700 Fipe OT(ER2 A 0Ty Aip 705
700, VT4 TR Harding (7976

Life i OSELLE| | Scotch ||Summit Watchung) /80w
'@@_ _P— Dl ine Y WARREN Post n u{pdﬂ

Rezseland ARK amnsw || e MONTHLY u MoONTHLY
",_" NJ Mum‘? '::nllt:.ll ‘:.H :n1'II'II '-.II‘J:I. At
Qty: 3,000 Qty: 5,600 Qty: 9,600 Qty: 9,600 Qty: 7,800 Qty: 6,500 Qty: 2,700  Qty: 12,000
FAT R L FATEH bl B .;"le'ﬂ'l"l:l't- FATO R ] | A LR A IZI'h“'llJlIl ;I'lllT TG .|".|p (TGN ..".||'- ¥R
NEWSPAPER AD RATES [ 3 6 9 |[12 [ 15 |[ 18 |[ 21 |[ 24 |[ 27 |[ 30
Units (wide x High) SiZC | TOWN || TOWNS| | TOWNS || TOWNS| [TOWNS | [TOWNS| [TOWNS || TOWNS| [TOWNS| | TOWNS| [TOWNS
1 Unit (Business card) 3.25"x2°0 100 260 360 460 560 600 660 700 500 200 1000
2 Units  65'x2"or3.25xi"| 150|| 360|| se0|| eoo|| 7o0|| soo|| 9oo|| 1000|| 1100|| 1200|| 1300
4 Units .25 xR or 6.5 4" 240 560 200 || 1000|| 1300|| 1600|| 1700|| 1800|| 1900|| 2000(|| 2100
6 Units (.5"%0.25" or 1Irx4” 320 T60(| 1200|| 1400|| 1600|| 1800|| 2000|| 2200|| 2400|| 2600|| 2800
9 HALF PAGE 0.5x9 or 10x7" | 360|| 860|| 1300|| 1600 1900|| 2200|| 2400|| 2600|| 2800|| 3000]|| 3200
12 Units B 5" x 14" 00 260|| 1400|| 1800() 2Z100|| 2400|| 2700|| 3000|| 3300|| 3600|| 3900
18 FULL PAGE 1= 14° 500 1200|( 1800 || 2200(| 2500|| 2800(| 3000|( 3300|| 3600|| 3900|| 4300
Z2-PAGE SPREAD (2D 10"x14" B0
BACK PAGE 10=14"| 600 PREPAY 6 MONTHS AND GET 1 MORE FREE
FRONT PAGE BANNER 525+ | 360|| PREPAY 12 MONTHS AND GET 3 MORE FREE
FRONT PAGE BOX 1.5"%x4.5 320 | Rates are per month. Artwork included in price. Newspapers are black on white.

Back cover, Fromt Page Banner and Front Box Rates effective November 1, 2024, Ssubject to change, Sce RennaMedio,com for most up o dite pricing
reservied on lirst-come, lirst-served Basis

Current advertiser s right of first pefusal

Make Checks pavable to Renna Medias Venmo » Zelle » ViISA l| “E,!“"



SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

The West Fields Chapter of the New Jersey
Society of the Sons of the American Revolution
(SAR) recently held its quarterly meeting at the
Westfield Recreation Room located in the town
hall. After a short business meeting and awards
presentation, Steven Santucci gave a lecture on
Jockey Hollow encampments.

The Sons of the American Revolution is the
largest male lineage organization in the United
States and consists of 50 state-level societies with
more than 590 local chapters, several
international societies including Canada, France,
Germany, Spain, and an International Society,
and over 37,000 members.

For more information on joining the NJSSAR
email chrissands44(@aol.com.

(right) West Fields member James Sanford is
Presented with the SAR 250th Bronze Medal.

Courtesy photo

=
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FULL SERVICE WEBSITE,
SEQ, SOCIAL MEDIA, &
ONLINE MARKETING.

PRINTING & MAILINGTO
EVERY HOME & BUSINESS

Minimum of 10,000 Inscried in Renna Moedia Newspapers,
PDF artwork supplied. Call for details and custom ornders.

PRINTING
81/;" x 11" $45 per thousand

Minimum cost is $450. Tri-folding add 515 per thousand
B x 117/ full codor / 2 sided [/ Gb gloss coated stock
11"x 17"
Minimum cost is $850. [INCLUDES FOLDING
Quarter-fold or Tri-fold, with coupon tab option.
1717 full color f 2 sided J/ 60l gloss coated stock

INSERTING $55 per thousand

i Minimum cost is $350,

per thousand

535 per thousand

=== POST CARD $120 per thousand

B3 x5 ull color /2 sidad / 9 pt. coatod stock

STAND-ALONE EDDM

Artwork / Printing / Mail Prep / Shipping / Postage
All inclusive price: $400 per thousand

ARTWORK

$300

Custom illustration, photography available.

scaymitay |, 0 Sl do gyt "—".'d'l.'|"'\.||'ﬁ?1r|-:||"'".-i| s Wi

RENNAMEDIA.COM

JOE RENNA 908-447-1295
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com
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BUILD YOUR ONLINE PRESENCE:
NEW DFY* SERVIGE

*DONE FOR YOU - NJLOCALINFO.COM*

Struggling to build your business' online
presence? NJLocallnfo.com offers not only a
powerful, cutting-edge content marketing
service, but also a high quality local directory to
connect you with leads directly.

NEW JERSEY: POWERED BY SMALL BUSINESS

It would not be a stretch to say that the New
Jersey economy is built on the backs of the small
businesses that call the state their home. Nearly
one million SMB enterprises are registered in the
state as of 2024, a sector of the economy that now
accounts for half of all employment in the state.
Things are competitive, to say the least. So, how
do you, as a business owner, stand out?

WHAT TO BOOST YOUR ONLINE VISIBILITY?

VISIT NJLOCALINFO0.COM

To answer that question, we need to first
understand the shape of the problem facing many
small business owners. There is one very critical
thing putting many businesses at a massive
disadvantage, not only when compared to other
SMBs, but against larger competitors as well.
That key ingredient? Digital marketing.

A recent Forbes report found that over half of
all small business growth in 2025 comes from
digital sources. Translation? Without a digital
presence, you are leaving a huge chunk of your
potential revenue on the table.

NJLOCALINFO TO THE RESCUE

To help level the playing field,
NJLocallnfo.com has developed a two-fold
visibility solution that will allow your business
to quickly and sustainably build organic traffic in
your local market. They accomplish this both by
establishing high-quality backlinks to build site
authority, and by promoting your business
directly to customers through their own directory.
PROVEN SYSTEM

Their content marketing services are based on
their “Create, Repurpose, Distribute” system,
which combines the talents of a team of human
experts with leading automation technologies to
facilitate broad-reach campaigns on a budget.
The system relies on informative yet engaging
content, which is then transformed into various
formats using automation and distributed to
hundreds of high-authority channels

¢ Video Tape Transfers ® DVD & FlashDuplication
® High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning

& VIDEO DATA SERVICES® >

www.vdsnj.com
facebook.com/vdsnj
email: ira@vdsnj.com
908-964-4004
406 Chestnut St. ¢ Union, NJ 07083
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Marano & Sons Auto Sales:
Not only do we sell l1ate model pre-owned vehicles,
but we will buy your car!
Any car no matter how old. We will buyout your lease,

payoff your loan, pick it up at your house.

MARANO &

SONS

Keeping your car?

Did you know you can purchase an
extended warranty for your vehicle?

- coverage up to 120,000 miles - even if
you did not buy it from Marano & Sons.

Visit our website to value your car

MaranoSonsAuto.com

qtions 907-13 South Avenue  908-789-1551

WO Ir‘:;ooda NJ 150 South Avenue 908-789-0555
In Ga Fax 908-789-1792

LOOKING FOR A CAR, TRUCK OR SUV?

Visit our lots or shop at home. Search over 135 vehicles
by Make / Model/ Year/ Color / Body type / Engine specs / etc.

Like us on
i Facebook!!! Credit problems? Call us to get you approved!




