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IT'S A 
GREAT TIME  

TO SELL

Call Brenda 
908-672-2447 
For Superior Marketing,  

Maximum Exposure,  
& the Highest Level  

of Service

Brenda Garcia 
RE/MAX Premier 

Warren, NJ

LIONS CLUB EXPO ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR VENDORS
their local support through events like this.” said Mark Ramos, the 
EXPO Chairperson. 

We have started accepting applications for tent vendors to sell or 
promote their businesses to the thousands of people in attendance at the 
gathering.  For information on becoming a tent vendor at the 2025 
Warren Lions EXPO, please contact Anthony Franchini at 908-334-
9304. 

All proceed from the Lions EXPO are donated back to the community 
organizations and sight and hearing foundations throughout New Jersey. 

All funds raised by the Lions Club of Warren Township are used to 
support a wide variety of community service organizations and projects. 
The Club holds dinner meetings every second and fourth Wednesdays 
of the month from September through June and occasionally feature 
speakers, donation recipients and special guests that inform and 
entertain. The Club encourages all members to help set the direction of 
our Club, participate in leadership roles, and identify causes to support 
and the Club’s priorities, while fostering camaraderie and advancing our 
mission. 

To learn more, please visit  
Warren Lions Club website warrenlionsclub.org,   
and social media page  facebook.com/warrenlionsclub.org.

The winter is not over yet but there is a certain 
warmth in the air. It’s from the Lions Club gears, 
picking up speed on EXPO readiness activities. 
Warren Lions Club EXPO 2025 will be here 
soon. It is the single biggest social and 
commercial event, held every year around mid-
June, at the Warren Township municipal field (46 
Mountain Boulevard). The gathering is a classic 
CARNIVAL for all ages, family and friends, 6-
10pm from Wednesday to Saturday. This year’s 
EXPO, in its 57th occurrence, will be hosted 
from 11th to 14th June, 2025. There will be 
amusement rides, games of chance, fireworks, 
food vendors, and an exposition of local 
businesses and not-for-profits organizations. We 
will also have a spectacular Fireworks, which 
concludes the EXPO on Saturday, 10pm. 

Our Event sponsors are The Connections 
Magazine and NextHome Premier.  

The Lions EXPO attracts more than 10,000 
people, over the four days, and has become the 
premier family & friends’ melting pot, in the 
Warren Township and the neighboring 
communities. 

In addition to the daily tickets, the EXPO has 
the pay-one-price wristbands every night. And 
don’t forget the Giant 50/50 cash raffle with the 
drawing on Saturday June 14th, resulting in 
thousands of dollars payout to a single winner. 
The winner need not be present at the drawing. 
Tickets will be available for purchase at the 
Expo, every night, for $5 each. 
LOCAL BUSINESS EXPOSITION   

The EXPO is an excellent platform for local 
businesses to showcase their services and 
connect directly with customers through the 
purchase of a $500 Exclusive Game sponsor sign 
or a $150 non-exclusive ride sponsor sign, 
displayed at the Expo for the 4 days. 

“Interacting with potential customers at a high 
profile community event can greatly boost a 
company’s image and customer base,” noted 
Anthony Franchini, the Warren Lions Club 
Treasurer. “Community members deeply 
appreciate those businesses that demonstrate 
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SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone you 
know accomplish something amazing? We are 
interested in hearing about your latest achieve-
ment (accomplishment, honor, award, etc.), 
send us your news!  
Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

ADVERTISING 
Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 

joerenna@rennamedia.com

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ Warren Monthly

SPAGHETTI DINNER, APRIL 5TH
Warren Scout Troop 228  

is hosting a Spaghetti Dinner on April 5th,  
from 5-8 p.m.  

Our Lady of the Mount  
Roman Catholic Church,  

167 Mt. Bethel Road, Warren, NJ. 

To purchase tickets  
or an ad for the Spaghetti Dinner ad book, 

email troop228warren@gmail.com,  
or text 732-943-9196. 

Tickets are $15 for adults, 
 and $10 for children & senior citizens.

COMPUTER SCIENCE STUDENTS RANKED #1  
IN STATE AND HEADED TO FINALS IN MAY

Warren Hills Region High School Computer 
Science students competed in the First Annual 
Garden State CTF Cybersecurity competition 
sponsored by NJCCIC.  There were 370 teams 
competing, including many of the top schools in 

the state.  Warren Hills had 2 teams in the top 10 
of the qualifying round, including the #1 team in 
the state : David C, Dylan F, Angelina L and 
Franco G.  This team will compete in the finals 
at TCNJ on May 28th.   Good luck in the finals!

Photo by WHRHS
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LIONS MAKE A SPLASH AT SPECIAL OLYMPICS POLAR PLUNGE
From organizing local food drives and vision 
screenings to supporting youth programs and 
environmental initiatives, the Lions Club is 
committed to serving the needs of our 
community. 

The funds raised from the Polar Plunge will 
go directly to the New Jersey Special 
Olympics, helping to provide year-round 
sports training and athletic competition for 
children and adults with intellectual 
disabilities. This support not only enhances the 
lives of the athletes but also promotes a more 
inclusive and accepting society. 

The Lions Club is incredibly proud of 
members who took part in this chilly challenge 
and grateful to everyone who donated to the 

team. The generosity of donors will make a 
real difference in the lives of Special 
Olympics athletes. 

The Warren Township Lions Club is always 
looking for new members who share their 
passion for service. If you're interested in 
joining a dynamic group of individuals 
dedicated to making a difference, attend a club 
meetings or visit their website at 
warrenlionsclub.org for more information. 

Together, the community can continue to 
support important causes like the NJ Special 
Olympics and make Warren Township an even 
better place to live. Thank you to all who 
support the Lions Club and enable them to 
support others!

Submitted by Mirat Dave 
The Warren Township Lions Club took the 

plunge—literally! Braving the icy waters of 
Seaside Heights, thirty-four people 
participated in the NJ Special Olympics Polar 
Plunge as part of the Warren Lions team and 
raised over $22,000 for the cause. This annual 
event, held on February 22, 2025, draws 
participants from across the state, supports the 
incredible athletes of the New Jersey Special 
Olympics. 

The Warren Township Lions Club has a 
long-standing tradition of community service 
and involvement. Participation in the Polar 
Plunge is just one example of the many ways 
the Lions strive to make a positive impact. 

908-464.1511 
1790 Springfield Avenue 

New Providence, NJ 07974

$1.00 OFF ANY SALE OF $10
With this coupon. Expires 4/30/25. - WAR

OPEN EVERY DAY 
Sun-Thur: 11:30am-10pm / Fri-Sat: 11:30am-10:30pm

zitasicecream.com
High Quality Ice Cream  

- Made on Site - 
CUSTOM MADE CAKES

ORDER 
ONLINE

a 
u

NOW OPEN FOR 2025 SEASON!

(above) Members of the Warren Township Lions Club participated the Polar Plunge in support  
of the NJ Special Olympics. For more information about the club visit their website at warrenlionsclub.org.

Courtesy Illustration

301 Main Street • Chatham 
973-635-0036 • www.drmurphy.com

Celebrating 
Our 

40th Year!

“YOUR BETTER HEALTH 
IS OUR ONLY CONCERN!”

LEG PAIN 
You Don’t Have To Live With It!

That “searing, burning pain” in your thigh and  
calf... that “aching, numbing” feeling in your hip and  
buttocks... that “tingling” in your foot and toes and loss  
of balance... It interferes with your ability to walk, to  
ride a bicycle, play golf, garden... to have FUN IN LIFE! 

Leg pain, thigh ache and numbness, and tingling in  
the foot may actually be caused by a pinched back nerve  
even though you have NO back pain - it could even be  
Sciatica. 

Dr. Murphy is an expert at finding the CAUSE of  
your leg pain and numbness and CORRECTING IT...  
WITHOUT THE USE OF DRUGS OR SURGERY.

Dr. Joseph J. Murphy 
Chiropractic Physician 

PAST PRESIDENT 
The NJ and Morris 

Chiropractic Societies 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
The Column 

Palmer Graduate
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COMPLETE SET OF STEPS 
Up to 6 Feet, 5 Steps / Brick, Limestone & Concrete 

    $4,300

Carbon Monoxide  
is invisible, 
odorless,  

and can kill you!

You Home Improvement Connection

ROOFING

CHIMNEYS

GUTTERS

SIDING

MASONRY

STEPS FOUNDATIONS

MURSELI PRO 
CONSTRUCTION
908-361-6372

• All Work Guaranteed 

• 24/7 Emergency Service 

• 15% Senior Discount 

• Major Credit Cards 

• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

$600 OFF 
NEW SIDING JOB 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/30/25.

$350 OFF 
ANY ROOF REPAIR 
of $1,000 or more 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/30/25.

$150 
GUTTERS CLEANING 
(any Average House) 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/30/25.

$350 OFF 
ANY CHIMNEY REPAIR 

of $1,000 or more 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 

offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/30/25.

$400 OFF 
ANY FOUNDATION JOB 

of $2,000 or more 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 

offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/30/25.

ROOFINGMASONRY GUTTERSCHIMNEY
• CLEANING 
• RE-LINE 
• REPAIRS 
• REBUILD 
• CAPPING

• CLEANING 
• INSTALLATION 
• SCREENING 
• REPAIRS 
• REPLACEMENTS

• RE-ROOF 
• NEW ROOF 
• ROOF REPAIRS 
• SHINGLES 
• FLAT ROOF

• DRIVEWAYS 
• STEPS 
• BRICK & BLOCK 
• SIDEWALKS 
• REPAIR

FOUNDATION
• NEW  

FUNDATIONS 
• REPAIRS 
• WATERPROOFING

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/30/25.

BEFORE AFTER

Easy & 
Effective 
Cleaning Long Term Preservation

Special
CHIMNERY LINER 

$1,300Special

Family 
Owned & 

Operated For 
20 Years

WHY SHOULD I USE A CHIMNEY LINING 
SYSTEM?• Protect your house from heat 
transfer combustibles 
• Protect the masonry from the corrosive 

by products of combustion 
• Provide a correctly sized flue for 

optimum efficiency of appliance

Save $1,000 ON ROOF 
REPLACEMENT 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 3/31/25. With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/30/25.
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STUDENTS TAKE ON NJ STUDENT CLIMATE CHALLENGE
Warren Township Schools 

Students at Warren Middle School are taking 
action in the fight against climate change by 
participating in the New Jersey Student Climate 
Challenge. Under the guidance of Student 
Government Association (SGA) advisors Lisa 
Lontai and Laura Colantoni, the students are 
taking on an ambitious stormwater management 
project that aims to make a meaningful 
environmental impact. 

The students are focused on constructing rain 
barrels, creating rain gardens, and educating the 
community about effective stormwater 
management practices. These initiatives not only 
help reduce flooding and pollution but also 
enhance local water conservation efforts and 
promote environmental stewardship within the 
community. 

To amplify the impact of their project, the SGA 
advisors brought in representatives from the  
Township and PSE&G to collaborate directly 
with the students. Their expertise and insights 
have empowered the students with real-world 
knowledge and strategic direction, transforming 
their ideas into practical, high-impact solutions 
that drive meaningful change. 

The students’ work is part of their submission 
for the NJ Student Climate Challenge, a statewide 
competition that encourages young people to 
develop innovative solutions to environmental 
challenges. By focusing on stormwater 

management, the Warren Middle School SGA 
addresses a critical issue affecting the local and 
global environment. 

“As SGA advisors, Ms. Colantoni and I feel 
that it is important to make our students aware of 
issues in the school or community. The New 
Jersey student climate challenge provided a great 
way for our students to identify a local issue and 
help create solutions. This project is a pre-cursor 
to the district Capstone project and we hope it 
excites our students to become more involved 
locally and develop Capstone projects that will 
provide innovative solutions to issues that we all 
face.” - Lisa Lontai 

The initiative also includes an educational 
component, with students planning workshops 
and informational sessions to raise awareness 

about stormwater management and its role in 
mitigating climate change. By engaging the 
community, they aim to inspire others to take 
action and contribute to a more sustainable 
future. 

By participating in programs such as the New 
Jersey Student Climate Challenge, the students 
gain hands-on experience in problem-solving and 
leadership, proving that age is no barrier to 
making an impact. Their passion and 
commitment are driving real change, inspiring 
others to take responsibility for the planet’s 
future. 

For more information about the project or how 
to support Warren Middle School’s efforts, please 
contact School Nurse and SGA Advisor Lisa 
Lontai at llontai@warrentboe.org

Photo by Warren Township Schools
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ROOFING
CHIMNEYS

GUTTERS

PATIOS

SIDING

MASONRY

STEPS FOUNDATIONS

KENZAROOFING 
  & CHIMNEY

908-627-9696 FAMILY OWNED 
BUSINESS. 

#13VH11991300

Before After

15% 
OFF 

SENIOR 
DISCOUNT

24/7 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE
With coupon. Cannot be  

combined with any other offer. 
Expires 4/30/25.

ROOFING & CHIMNEY SPECIALIST

$350 
OFF 
ANY 

CHIMNEY 
REPAIR

With coupon. Cannot be  
combined with any other offer. 

Expires 4/30/25.

$800 
OFF 
ANY 
NEW  

ROOF JOB

With coupon. Cannot be  
combined with any other offer. 

Expires Expires 4/30/25.

$400 
OFF 

NEW STEPS

With coupon. Cannot be  
combined with any other offer. 

Expires 4/30/25.

$1,300 
CHIMNEY  

LINER

$150 
GUTTER 

CLEANING

Average house size. With coupon.  
Cannot be combined with any  
other offer. Expires 4/30/25.

With coupon. Cannot be  
combined with any other offer. 

Expires 4/30/25.

$350 
OFF 
ANY 
ROOF 

REPAIR
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STUDENTS PRESENT “IMMIGRATION DAY”
Warren Township Schools 

Third-grade students at Woodland Elementary 
School have created visual presentations and 
prepared speeches about where they come from 
in a meaningful and engaging way that explored 
their cultural backgrounds, family histories, and 
personal identities. Some presentations included 
family photos, maps, flags, or drawings of 
significant places and events. This approach 
allowed the students to take ownership of their 
learning while fostering creativity and research 
skills. 

In addition to the visual component, the 
speeches helped students develop confidence in 
public speaking and storytelling. Their speeches 
included historical facts or family traditions. 
They practiced organizing their thoughts and 
expressing themselves clearly. This activity also 
encourages active listening and cultural 
appreciation among classmates as they learn 
about diverse backgrounds and experiences. 

Third-grade teacher Melanie Morales says, 
“Students are given the task of finding an 
immigrant whether it’s a family member, family 
friend, neighbor, friend, etc. They then interview 
the interviewee using a set of questions that we 
provide to them. They create tri-fold boards 
where they research all about the country the 
immigrant has come from. Including topics like 
the continent the country is in, important food, 
holidays, sports, and clothing from the country. 

They then construct the tri-fold board, and then 
the last step of the project is to take their 
interview questions and create a speech about 
that person's life and experiences! This whole 
process takes about 2 1/2 months from first 
introducing and talking about immigration and 
Ellis Island to give them more knowledge on how 
people immigrate and there are different forms of 
immigration.” 

For some of the students, the presentations 
became even more special as the people they 
were doing their presentations on were invited to 
attend and witness their storytelling. Parents, 
grandparents, friends, and other relatives watched 
as the children shared their stories about their 
journey to America, recounting stories of 
immigration, new beginnings, and the challenges 
their ancestors faced. Some students spoke about 
relatives who traveled across oceans or borders 
in search of opportunity. 

Overall, this project not only strengthens 
communication and presentation skills but also 
promotes a deeper understanding of identity and 
community in a supportive classroom 
environment. 

Woodland School Principal Jeffery Heaney 
says, “This is always one of my favorite events 
at Woodland School. It truly helps to promote the 
message that while we all come from different 
backgrounds, we ALL belong at Woodland 
School, and we all celebrate our differences!”

(above) Woodland student showing parents  
his presentation.

Photos by Warren Township Public Schools

(above) Woodland students' oral presentation.
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Pet friendly 
  - We support 
animal rescues

Duke says  

“Adopt,  

  Don’t 

     Shop.”

QUALITY HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

732-331-9572 
www.MyHandymanAndPainter.com

• Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling. 
• Sheetrock, Install & Repair. 
• Painting, Electric & Plumbing. 
• Windows, Siding & Roofing. 
• Basement Waterproofing & Finishing

My Handyman & painter LLC

a u q r 
Licensed & Insured 

License #13VH11554200

View our Google Reviews.

General Handyman 
Services

FREE ESTIMATES!

MY HANDYMAN & PAINTER LLC. 100 WALNUT AVE, SUITE 210. CLARK NJ 07066

ONE STOP SHOP FOR ALL YOUR  
PAINTING & REPAIR NEEDS

o Hanging Sheet Rock 
o Taping and Spackling 
o Window Wrapping 

IT’S NEVER JUST PAINTING We do all the repairs needed that  
goes along with painting your home. 

o Replacing Trim 
o Base Boards  
o Crown Molding 

o Repairing Cracks and Holes 
o Door and Window Replacement 
o Replacing Electrial Outlets

BEFORE AFTER
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Residential and Commercial 
Call for a FREE consultation and estimate: 

973-566-9999 
In business for 35 years using state-of-the-art  
equipment and professionally trained staff.  

Certified Ventilation Inspector (CVI) 
Certified Mold Removal Specialist (MRS) 

Member of National Air Duct Cleaners Association

Visit our website to view a series of important videos about  
air duct cleaning, dryer vent cleaning, coil cleaning, 

and mold removal services. 

AnthonyPaternoAirDuctCleaning.com 
Read our 5 star Reviews and Testimonials 

on Yelp, Google and Facebook.

5 STAR RATING

CERTIFIED MOLD 
REMOVAL SPECIALIST

50% OFF DRYER VENT CLEANING 
With this coupon when done with a duct cleaning job. Expires 4/30/25.

Inside Air Duct Inspection and Sanitation Service 
included at no additional cost on all jobs.

Strongest vacuum in the industry!

GRANT FUNDING FOR THE RESTORATION  
OF THE MT. BETHEL MEETING HOUSE

Warren Township has been awarded a 
$524,115 grant from the New Jersey Historic 
Trust as part of the COVID-19 Relief Grant for 
Historic Properties program. This funding will 
support the continued restoration of the historic 
Mt. Bethel Meeting House, ensuring the 
preservation of one of Warren’s most cherished 
landmarks. 

“We are thrilled to receive this significant grant 
from the New Jersey Historic Trust,” said Mayor 
Lisa Lontai. “The Mt. Bethel Meeting House is a 
vital part of our township’s history, and this 
funding will allow us to continue our efforts to 
restore and preserve it for generations to come.” 

The Mt. Bethel Meeting House, originally built 
in 1761, is one of Warren’s oldest surviving 
structures and holds deep historical and cultural 
significance for the community. The restoration 
efforts, which have been ongoing for several 
years, aim to stabilize and rehabilitate the 
building while maintaining its historical integrity. 

Deputy Mayor Daniel Croson, who serves as 
the liaison to Warren’s Historic Sites Committee, 
emphasized the importance of this restoration 
project. “The Mt. Bethel Meeting House is a 
symbol of Warren’s rich heritage. This grant will 
allow us to continue making necessary 
improvements while ensuring that the site 
remains a historical treasure for our residents.” 

Greg Fitzgerald, Chair of the Warren Historic 
Sites Committee, expressed gratitude for the 

funding and its impact on local preservation 
efforts. “We greatly appreciate the support from 
the New Jersey Historic Trust and look forward 
to advancing this critical restoration work. The 
Mt. Bethel Meeting House is one of the best 
examples of a building of its type in New Jersey, 
and this grant will allow us to complete our 
current long-term preservation plan.” 

Warren had previously received funding from 
the Trust to rebuild the stone retaining wall along 
King George Road and to regrade the front lawn 
to manage water runoff and protect the building’s 
foundation. This additional grant will allow the 
township to rebuild the historic wall on the 
Mountainview Road side of the property, upgrade 
the electrical system, and restore the building’s 
interior to accurately reflect the early 1800s. 

The COVID-19 Relief Grant for Historic 
Properties was established to provide additional 
funding for previous grantees impacted by rising 
inflation since the pandemic, ensuring that 
preservation projects can be completed despite 
rising costs of labor and material. The Mt. Bethel 
Meeting House restoration project aligns with 
Warren Township’s commitment to maintaining 
its historic sites and fostering community 
appreciation for local history. 

For more information about the Historic Sites 
Committee or the Mt. Bethel Meeting House, 
residents can visit warrennj.org/254/Historic-
Sites-Committee.
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Call or Text Ray 24/7 for Emergencies 973-718-0020 
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 800-206-8529

$350-$450

$250-$350

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 4/30/24.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 4/30/24.

FOUNDATION REPAIRS BEFORE & AFTER

CHIMNEY LINERS

SLATE ROOF SPANISH STYLE ROOF NEW STEPS

CHIMNEY REPAIRS SHINGLE ROOF FLAT TOP ROOF

24/7 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE

ANY ROOF REPAIR

ANY CHIMNEY JOB

$800OFF ANY NEW 
ROOF JOB

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 4/30/24.

15% SENIOR CITIZEN 
DISCOUNT

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 4/30/24.

CHIMNEY CLEANING
STARTING AT $150
MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 4/30/24.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 4/30/24.

$300OFF ANY JOB
of $2,000 or more

OFF

100% 
Financing 

Available

WE OFFER 
0% INTEREST FINANCING

Fully Licensed and Insured License # 13VH09057400
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ARIN HARKAWAT SPARKS CHANGE
Arin Harkawat, a senior at Watchung Hills Re-

gional High School, is an environmental advocate 
who recently sparked change on 1,4-Dioxane 
Contamination. 

The journey into environmental advocacy for 
Arin began with a poignant encounter at an envi-
ronmental conference. While networking with 
speakers and attendees, Arin Harkawat, who 
grew up in Warren, was inspired by a man's heart-
felt concerns over the deteriorating quality of his 
local waterways and tap water. This conversation 
prompted a deep dive into reports detailing toxic 
compounds in New Jersey’s waterways, with one 
standing out repeatedly: 1,4-Dioxane. This chem-
ical, commonly found in personal care products 
like shampoos and cosmetics, poses significant 
risks to human health, including potential liver 
and kidney damage, or even death. Alarmingly, 
New Jersey had no regulations addressing its 
presence. Recognizing the potential for severe 
environmental and health consequences, 
Harkawat resolved to act. 
WHY 1,4-DIOXANE? 

The decision to focus on 1,4-Dioxane was 
strategic. New York enacted regulations on the 
chemical in 2023, creating momentum for ad-
dressing this issue. The Environmental Justice 
Coalition, the campaign led by Catherine Calli-
nan and Arin Harkawat and sponsored by Senator 
Raj Mukherji, decided to build on that progress 
in New Jersey, a state known for its environmen-
tal consciousness. Tackling 1,4-Dioxane served 
as a manageable first step, with hopes of expand-
ing efforts to address broader concerns like lead 
contamination in the future. 
RESEARCH AND RESOURCES 

Harkawat’s campaign was rooted in extensive 
research. He pored over scientific studies, regu-
latory reports from agencies such as the EPA and 
the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease 
Registry, and details of New York's legislation. 
Additionally, he leveraged a network of environ-
mental leaders, professors, and members of the 
American Public Health Association's Environ-
mental & Environmental Justice Committee. This 
network provided valuable insights, ensuring the 
campaign was informed and strategic. 

MENTORSHIP AND GUIDANCE 
Mentorship played a crucial role in shaping the 

advocate’s approach. He drew inspiration and 
guidance from Dr. Natalie Sampson at the Uni-
versity of Michigan, who advised on growing the 
campaign. Other mentors from his summer in-
ternship with the Children’s Environmental 
Health Network offered support on policy fram-
ing and legislative engagement. These experi-
ences provided the tools needed to navigate 
complex advocacy efforts effectively. 
ENGAGING LEGISLATORS 

Interacting with legislators proved to be a key 
learning opportunity. Harkawat emphasized the 
importance of presenting well-researched, clear, 
and relatable arguments. Legislators sometimes 
lack expertise in specific environmental issues, 
making it critical to convey the urgency and prac-
ticality of proposed solutions in an accessible 
manner. This skill proved vital in gaining legisla-
tive support. 
IMPACT ON CAREER AND FUTURE PLANS 

The experience of pushing for a 1,4-Dioxane 
regulation has deeply influenced the advocate’s 
career aspirations. It enhanced his understanding 
of environmental justice, policy development, 
and effective advocacy. Harkawat expressed a 
commitment to continuing this work by address-

(above) Arin Harkawat is a Warren resident 
and a senior at Watchung Hills Regional  

High School.
Photo by WHRHS

ing water quality issues, particularly in margin-
alized communities, and expanding his focus to 
other environmental challenges. He aims to 
measure the impact of their efforts and collabo-
rate with others to drive meaningful change. 
OVERCOMING CHALLENGES 

Persuading legislators to prioritize 1,4-Diox-
ane contamination was not without challenges. 
Harkawat noted that the real hurdle lay in foster-
ing understanding and care for the issue. Identi-
fying and working with the right legislators who 
shared his vision was critical to making progress. 
The advocate addressed these challenges by 
framing the issue as both urgent and solvable, 
emphasizing its long-term environmental and 
public health benefits. 
MAKING COMPLEX SCIENCE ACCESSIBLE 

One of the campaign’s successes was simpli-
fying complex scientific information about 1,4-
Dioxane to engage a broader audience. 
Collaborating with peers and asking clarifying 
questions helped distill the issue into clear and 
actionable messages. By using human connec-
tions and storytelling, he was able to make the 
topic accessible to diverse audiences. 
BALANCING ADVOCACY AND ACADEMICS 

Balancing advocacy efforts with academic re-
sponsibilities required careful time management 
and dedication. Much of the advocacy work was 
done over the summer, allowing him to focus on 
his studies during the academic year. He ac-
knowledged the importance of resilience, accept-
ing setbacks, and finding motivation in the 
impact his work could have on others. 
VISION FOR THE FUTURE 

Looking ahead, Harkawat envisions a future 
where environmental justice is prioritized in un-
derserved areas. He plans to expand his advocacy 
efforts, tackle new environmental challenges, and 
continue pushing for impactful legislation. His 
ultimate goal is to ensure cleaner waterways and 
healthier communities, proving that change starts 
with a single voice and the determination to make 
a difference. 

To learn more about  
Arin Harkawat’s campaign, please visit 
environmentaljusticecoalition.org.

GARAGE DOORS 
& ELECTRIC OPENERS 

Serving the Trade since 1938 

908-756-8541 
www.shusterdoors.com

J. W. Shuster 
& Son, Inc.

NJ Lic #13VH07727000 BBB Accredited Business

FREE Door & Opener Spray Lubricant 
with any size job. 

Just mention this ad. Expires 4/30/25
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Call Today to Schedule Your FREE 
In-Home Installation Estimate 

908-213-5882 
WeltmanHomeServices.com 
Same and next day appointments are available! 

TWO GREAT BRANDS WORKING TOGETHER

COOLING • HEATING 
PLUMBING • ELECTRIC

Weltman Home Services is proud to have joined forces with  
Princeton Air. With a combined legacy of over 125 years of  
delivering exceptional, five-star service, we now offer an  
elevated level of expertise, skill, and resources to better  
serve our customers. Together, we are stronger than ever!

D.Weltman Plumbing Lic. #6440 Joseph P. Leto Electric Lic. #17479 Electric Business Permit 6808A HIC Lic # 13VH04948800 HVAC Lic #1228 
JS Needham-Master HVACR Lic. # 3980 | M Burt-Plumbing Lic. # 8389 | NJHIC # 13VH00255200 | PAHIC # PA001066 

SAVE $1500 
on Any Qualifying  
Air Conditioning 

Installation 
 

Weltman Home Services • 908-213-5882
When work is performed. One coupon per transaction.Not to be combined 

with any other offers. Not valid on prior services. This coupon never expires. 

SAVE $350 
on Any 

Hot Water Heater 
Installation 

 
Weltman Home Services • 908-213-5882

When work is performed. One coupon per transaction.Not to be combined 
with any other offers. Not valid on prior services. This coupon never expires. 

SAVE $75 
on Any 

Electrical or 
Plumbing Repair 

 
Weltman Home Services • 908-213-5882

When work is performed. One coupon per transaction.Not to be combined 
with any other offers. Not valid on prior services. This coupon never expires. 

$79 PRE SEASON 
AC TUNE UP 
Don’t wait for the heat. 

Tune up today! 
 

Weltman Home Services • 908-213-5882

When work is performed. One coupon per transaction.Not to be combined 
with any other offers. Not valid on prior services. This coupon never expires. 

FREE 
DISPATCH FEE 
During Normal Business  

Hours 8am-4pm 
 

Weltman Home Services • 908-213-5882
When work is performed. One coupon per transaction.Not to be combined 

with any other offers. Not valid on prior services. This coupon never expires. 

SAVE $99 
on  

Drain Cleaning 
 
 

Weltman Home Services • 908-213-5882
When work is performed. One coupon per transaction.Not to be combined 

with any other offers. Not valid on prior services. This coupon never expires. 

http://WeltmanHomeServices.com


Warren Monthly • Page 14  • April 2025           

WARREN RECREATION 
PICKLE BALL 
DOUBLES ONLY PLAY 

FREE PROGRAM FOR WARREN RESIDENTS 
Age 18+ • Pre-registration required 

Every Wednesday March 12th -April 30th 
6:30pm-9:30pm 

LOCATION: WARREN CENTRAL SCHOOL 
109 MT. BETHEL RD, WARREN, NJ 

Community Pass Registration: 
Warrennj.Org/208/Register

Submitted by Marj Schindelar 
The Woman's Literary Club of Bound Brook 

will hold a meeting on April 7th at1pm at St 
Paul's Rennell Hall in Bound Brook.  The 
program will be "Impressionism with a Woman's 
Touch: Berthe Marisot" presented by Mike 
Norris, PhD. Guests are always welcome and can 
call Marlene Fczlo at 908-507-7406 and follow 
Club activites on Facebook WLCBB. The Club 
is a member of the N J State Federation of 
Women's Clubs and is a service Club for women 
interested in making new friends while being 
active in service to their commnunities. 

WOMAN’S LIT CLUB

WARREN LIBRARY APRIL 2025 EVENTS

PRE-SCHOOLERS 
Baby Storytime 

April 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29, 10:30am - 11:00am 
This interactive program is filled with brain-

building rhymes, movement, songs, and stories. 
Toddler / Pre-School Storytime 

April 3, 10, 17 & 24, 10:30am - 11:00am 
An interactive program that fosters literacy 
skills through books, songs, and activities 

KIDS 
STEAM: Robotic Cars 

(Grades K-5) 
April 14, 

1:00pm - 2:00pm & 4:00pm - 5:00pm 
Discover simple programming with our friendly 

robotic car, "indi." Using color coded 
programming cards, help guide "indi" through 

this fun STEAM challenge. 
STEAM Building 

April 16, 2:00pm - 3:00pm 
Drop in between 2-3pm to explore the many 

aspects of STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics) through 

different building activities.  
LEGO® Club 

April 19, 11:00am - 12:00pm 
Join the fun if you like building with LEGO® 
bricks. Bring your creativity and prepare for a 

challenge.  
Kids in the Kitchen 

April 21, 4:30pm - 5:15pm 
Connect with other kids as we hang out and 

create some tiny ice cream treats. 

FAMILIES 
Evening Family Storytime and Craft 

April 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29, 6:30pm - 7:15pm 
Share this interactive program filled with songs 

and stories with the whole family. 
Daytime Family Storytime and Craft 

April 7, 14, 21 & 28, 10:30am - 11:15am 
Share this interactive program filled with songs 

and stories with the whole family. 
Hop into Spring Storytime and Craft 

April 12, 11:00am - 11:45am 
Connect with other children through bunny 

inspired stories, songs, and a craft 
Spring Tree Craft 

April 18, 2:00pm - 4:00pm 
Drop in between 2-4pm to make a spring tree 

craft. Parental supervision is required. 
Storytime with a Princess 

April 26, 11:00am - 12:00pm 
Discover an interactive storytelling 

performance with one of your favorite fairy tale 
characters! 

Passport Services 
April 30, 4:00pm - 7:00pm 

SCLSNJ is an officially-designated passport 
application acceptance facility with passport 

processing hours set for your convenience. By 
appointment only. Schedule at 
https://sclsnj.org/passports/. 

TWEENS/TEENS 
Crafting for the Community  
April 3, 6:00pm - 7:00pm 

Connect with other teens as you earn 
community service hours. Work with outside 
organizations to do creative projects and help 

the community.  
Teen Volunteer Night 

(Grades 6-12) 
April 10, 6:00-7:00 p.m. 

Connect with other teens as you help with 
hands-on projects in preparation for upcoming 

library programs. Participants will earn one 
community service hour. 

ADULT 
Paper embroidery craft 

April 3, 1:30pm - 3:00pm 
Blackout Poetry Drop In Craft 

April 8, 2:00-3:00pm 

Hybrid book discussion 
“The House in the Cerulean Sea” 

April 9, 6:30-7:30pm 
“The House in the Ceruean Sea” by T. J. Klune.  
This hybrid book discussion will be moderated 
by Warren Twp. Librarian Genevieve Girvan. 

Intro to eBooks 
April 10, 2:00-3:00pm 

Craft Supply Swap 
April 12, 1:00pm - 4:00pm 

Bring your unused craft supplies to exchange 
with other crafters. 

Viewing Party for Hofheimer: 
The Family and its Legacy 

April 16 2:00-3:00pm 
Celebrate Warren's 30th Anniversary 

SCLSNJ Warren Township Library Branch 
Building Anniversary 

Join us as we commemorate the 30th 
anniversary of the opening of the current 
Warren Township branch of the Somerset 

County Library. 
April 17 12:00-1:00pm 

Viewing Party for Library of Congress:   
Part of Our Lives, A People’s History  

of the American Public Library 
April 17 2:00-3:00pm 

In-Branch Documentary: “The Pollinators” 
April 22, 2:00pm - 4:00pm 

In honor of Earth Day! 
Hybrid Book Discussion 
"The Personal Librarian"  

April 23, 2:00pm - 3:30pm 
"The Personal Librarian" by Marie Benedict. 

This hybrid book discussion will be moderated 
by Warren Twp. Librarian Jennifer Konopacki 

In-Branch Movie - "The Book Thief" 
April 24, 2:00pm - 4:30pm 

In honor of Holocaust Remembrance Day. 
Plant Help Desk 

April 26, 12:00pm - 1:00pm 
Bring your plant questions to your library! A 

Rutgers Master Gardener will answer them for 
you. This is a walk-in program. 

 How Can We Support You? 
April 30, 11:00am - 12:00pm 

This program is presented by the Somerset 
County Office on Aging & Disability Services. 
For additional assistance, call (908) 845-8400. 

42 Mountain Blvd, Warren, NJ • Tel: 908-458-8450 • sclsnj.org

732.752.6677 
223-B Route 22 E, Green Brook, NJ 
accessselfstorage.com 
*Offer expires April 30, 2025. Subject to availability.  Only one per new customer. Taxes and fees may apply.

FIRST YEAR 
RATE GUARANTEED!

$1 Pays 
1st 2 Month's 

Rent!
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YOUTH BASKETBALL 5TH & 6TH GRADE CHAMPIONS

(above) On Saturday, March 8, the “Michigan State” team, made up of Watchung and Warren 5th and 6th grade boys,  
won the semifinal and final games to become the Grades 5/6 champions of the Warren Youth Basketball Association. 

Courtesy photo
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528 N. Michigan Ave. Kenilworth, NJ • 908-688-8333 
Hours: Monday - Saturday: 7:30 am - 5:00 pm • Sunday: Closed 

We accommodate the trade as well as the do-it-yourselfers! We are always ready to assist.
SOIL 

Compost.....................................$30 
Jersey Brown.............................$40 

MULCH 
Black Dyed................................$33 
Brown Dyed..............................$33 
Red Dyed...................................$35 
Hardwood .................................$15 
Playground................................$35 

QUARRY BASE MATERIALS 
Mason Sand ..............................$60 
3⁄4 Clean Stone...........................$58 
Stone Dust.................................$39 
QP ...............................................$48 

DECORATIVE STONE 
3⁄8 Riverbed / Pea Gravel .........$97 

1 Riverbed ...............................$115 
11/2-3 Riverbed.........................$120 
3⁄4 Red Stone ..............................$84 
3⁄4 Goose Egg............................$115 
2-4 Goose Egg .........................$135 
3⁄4 Arctic White ........................$120 

Prices subject to change without notice.

HARDSCAPE 
• Cement 
• Cinder Block 
• Belgium Block  
• Curbing 
• Bluestone Treads 
• Diamond Blades 
• Limestone Treads 

TOOLS 
• Mason Tools  
• Landscape Tools 

DRAINAGE 
• Catch Basins 
• 3” & 4” Pipe 

LAWN & GARDEN 
• Grass Seed 
• Fertilizers 
• Peat Moss 
• Hay 
• Polymeric Sand 
• Paver Sealer 
• Paver Cleaner

DELIVERY AVAIABLE 
ORDER ONLINE 

www.JerseyLandGarden.com

Prices 
per yardOne of the Largest  

Displays of Cambridge  
Pavers in the Area!
Waterfalls • Fireplaces  

• Fire Pits • Walls • Walkways  
• Patios • Curbs
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We Mail 200,000 Newspapers 
  to Every Home & Business 
    in 30 Towns!

Advertise  in any  number of towns

Joe Renna 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPERS RATE SHEET 

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

We print Full Color 
2-Sided, Flyers and 

Menus that get inserted 
into the newspapers, 
and mailed to every 

home and business in 
Town for as low  

as $100 per thousand.
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Watercolor Paint Class 
Mondays & Wednesdays, 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.  

All supplies are included. 
Chair Yoga with Kartika 

Mondays, 10 a.m.  
This class is open to all levels of skill. 

1 on 1 Computers with Sal 
Mondays, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.  

8-week, one-on-one class, you will understand 
basics. Pre-registration is required. 
Mahjong for Intermediate Players 
Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. – 12 p.m.  

Intermediate mahjong player and would like to 
play on Tuesday mornings. Club size is limited, 

registration for one time frame is required. 
Take control with Exercise 

Tuesdays, 10 a.m. 
This is an ongoing exercise program, in video 
form, for all skill levels that can be practiced 

while either standing or sitting.  
Zumba Gold with Judith 

Tuesdays, 10:15 a.m. April 1 – May 20 
Get your blood pumping with some zesty music 

that will truly inspire a hearty workout.  
Cost is $40 for the 8-week program. 

Bridge Group with Ronnie 
Tuesdays, 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.  

New members and beginners welcome  
(lessons available).  
Stretch & Strength 

Wednesdays, 10 a.m.  
Mikaela Kane from Rutgers Co-operative 

Extension will be leading a 10-week exercise 
class that involves stretch & strength.  

Advanced Bridge 
1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 1 – 3:30 p.m.  

This is a closed group and is available by 
invitation only. 

Line Dancing with Linda Hyland 
Thursdays, 9:30 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. 

It’s suitable for participants with limited 
mobility. 

Card/Table Games 
Thursdays, 1 p.m. - 4 p.m. 

Join in and play some of your favorite games 
such as Mahjong, Bridge, Dominoes, Left-

Right-Center Dice games, Rummikub, Canasta, 
Mexican Train and more. 

Tai Chi (Video) 
Fridays, 10:15 a.m. 

This program can be practiced while either 
standing or sitting. 

Bridge 
Fridays, 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.  

Bridge is a mentally challenging card game that 
offers intellectual and social stimulation.  

April Fools with Parul 
April 1, 11 a.m. 

Join us for a day of laughter, learning and 
lighthearted fun with April Fools entertaining 

session full of pranks and friendly games. 
Bingo 

April 2, 11 a.m. 
Sponsored by Kristina Bischof of Country Arch 

Care Center.  

Volunteer Recognition Event 
April 3, 11 a.m. 

Through this recognition, the Warrenbrook 
Senior Center aims to inspire a continued spirit 

of service among its valued volunteers. 
Benefits of Walking 

April 4, 11 a.m. 
The session will focus on how regular walking 

can improve physical, mental, well-being. 
Bridge Builder in Petticoats 

April 7, 11 a.m. 
Carol Simon Levin impersonates Emily Warren 

Roebling to tell the story of the woman who 
helped manage this architectural feat of 

building the Brooklyn Bridge. 
Somerset County Traveling Library 

April 7, 1 p.m. 
How to set up your phone or tablet to use the 
library eBook app? Get help troubleshooting 
technology, check out a book, or just share a 

favorite book you are currently reading. 
Pointillism with Parul 

April 8, 11 a.m. 
Pre-registration is required, supplies provided. 

Monthly Book Club 
(Hybrid) April 8, 1:30 p.m. 

Meets Every Second Tuesday of the month. 
New members are always welcome! **Only for 

Warrenbrook Senior Center Participants** 
Understanding Memory Loss 

April 9, 11 a.m. 
Explores the difference between normal age-

related memory changes and abnormal changes 
that are associated with Alzheimer’s disease and 

other forms of dementia. 
Breathing Techniques for Mental Wellness 

April 10, 11 a.m. 
Techniques can be practiced on a regular basis 

to calm and regulate the nervous system. 
Brains n Games and Hand Bells 

April 11 & 25, 11 a.m. 
Join Adrienne for some mind-tingling, brain-

stumping word games and a fun-filled musical 
workout using hand bells. 

Fall Prevention & Strength 
April 14, 11 a.m. 

Interactive, immersive seminar on fall 
prevention and strength with some informative 

takeaway tools and resources. 
Drum Circle 

April 14, 1 p.m. 
This is a holistic experience that leaves 

participants feeling a sense of joy! 
Bingo 

April 15, 11 a.m. 
Bingo is more than just an exciting activity.  

Polka Party 
April 16, 11 a.m. 

Music, history and fun stories of Polka songs.  
Wordle 

April 17, 11 a.m. 
Wordle with Warrenbrook Staff 

Center Closed, Good Friday 
April 18 

WARRENBROOK SENIOR CENTER APRIL EVENTS

Tapping for Stress 
April 21, 11 a.m. 

Tapping on certain pressure points on our face 
and upper body to lower stress.  

Lady Bug Craft 
April 22, 11 a.m. 

Pre-registration is required, supplies provided. 
Navigating Eldercare Housing Options 

April 23, 11 a.m. 
Discuss the additional assistance or support 
required to maintain a good quality of life.  

Grandparenting for Drug-Free Kids 
April 24, 11 a.m. 

Presentation will cover the important role 
grandparents play and provide effective 

communication strategies. 
Brain Health 

April 28, 11 a.m. 
Session is designed to help older adults 

understand the importance of maintaining 
cognitive function and mental well-being. 

Boggle 
April 29, 11 a.m. 

Attendees search for words that can be 
constructed from lettersin a grid. 

Sun Catcher Craft  
April 30, 11 a.m. 

Pre-registration is required, supplies provided.

500 Warrenville Road. All the programs are FREE for the registered members. Call (908) 753-9440 for more information.
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