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MAILED FREE TO EVERY HOME  
AND BUSINESS IN SCOTCH PLAINS
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SPRING CONCERTS BEGIN APRIL 5
Fanwood Performance Series 

Contemporary folk-music groups, singer-
songwriters and an acclaimed blues guitarist will 
be featured as the Fanwood Performance Series 
presents its spring season of live music at the 
Carriage House. 

The series returns from its winter break on 
Saturday, April 5, with folk trio Lara Herscovitch 
& The Highway Philosophers, in a double-bill 
with The Honey Badgers. Herscovitch is a singer-
songwriter-poet who brings authenticity, 
integrity, humor and heart to her music. Sound 
Waves Magazine called her work “songwriting at 
its best... good for your ears and your soul.” The 
Honey Badgers are a folk/Americana duo from 
Delaware, formed in 2011 by Michael Natrin and 
Erin Magnin. They’re known for intense, 
sparkling harmonies, honest lyrics and melodies, 
and captivating onstage chemistry. 

Debra Devi, named by American Blues Scene 
as one of “today’s top female blues/rock 

guitarists,” brings her Jersey City-based band to the Carriage House on 
Saturday, May 10. New Jersey Stage compared Devi to “a cross between 
Bonnie Raitt, Joan Jett and Pat Benatar.” Devi is also the author of “The 
Language of the Blues.” Opening the show with an acoustic set will be 
singer-songwriter Cassidy Rain, lead singer of The Outcrops, which 
played in the Fanwood Performance Series in 2023.    

Also returning to the series is another New Jersey musician, Michaela 
McClain, who will perform on Saturday, June 14, along with Cleveland 
indie-rock band Vanishing Shores. McClain brings her powerful and 
expressive voice to her heartfelt original songs. Vanishing Shores is led 
by singer-songwriter Kevin Bianchi, who draws inspiration from artists 
such as Elvis Costello, Ray Davies, Tom Petty and Lindsey 
Buckingham. 

All shows start at 7 p.m. at the Kuran Cultural Arts Center (a.k.a. the 
Carriage House), on Watson Road just west of Martine Avenue, next to 
Fanwood Borough Hall. Admission is $15 for adults, $10 for students 
and seniors – cash at the door. Reservations are strongly suggested and 
can be made by emailing fanwoodperformance@gmail.com. 

The Fanwood Performance Series is a presentation of Mayor Colleen 
Mahr and the Fanwood Borough Cultural Arts Council. It is made 
possible in part by a HEART (History, Education, Arts Reaching 
Thousands) Grant from the Union County Board of County 
Commissioners. 

The series will continue with three more shows in the fall; dates and 
performers to be announced. Music fans can find more information and 
updates at the series website fanwoodperformanceseries.org.

(above) Lara Herscovitch & The Highway Philosophers

(above) The Honey Badgers

Mary DePaola 
Broker Associate 

Personal, 
Professional, Proven 

Coldwell Banker Realty 
209 Central Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090 

Cell: 908-963-8673 (Best #) 
Office: 908-233-5555 

Mary.depaola@cbrealty.com

No April Fooling! 
It is a fantastic  

time to sell. 
Make your Move 

with Mary!™ 
Put my expertise 
to work for you.
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202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016 

Scotch Plains Monthly is published by Renna Media. 9,600  
newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every business 
and resident in Scotch Plains, NJ. Although great care has been 
taken to ensure the information contained within is accurate, 
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or omissions.  

©2025 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced 
without written consent from Renna Media LLC. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone you 
know accomplish something amazing? We are 
interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your 
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

 
ADVERTISING 

Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ Scotch Plains Monthly

BLACK HISTORY MONTH HONORED
Township of Scotch Plains 

The Scotch Plains Township Council issued a 
proclamation honoring Black History Month 
during a council meeting held on February 18th. 
Students from the Scotch Plains Fanwood High 
School Black Student Union and their advisor, 
April Chestang, accepted the proclamation and 

(above) Students from the SPFHS Black Student Union with their advisor, April Chestang, 
and the Scotch Plains Township Council.

Courtesy photo

shared information about the events and 
activities the club undertakes throughout the 
community.  

Black History Month celebrates past 
achievements and also calls upon people to 
reflect on the ongoing pursuit of justice, equity, 
and opportunity for all.
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COMMUNITY THANKED FOR ONGOING SUPPORT
The Scotch Plains Volunteer Rescue Squad 

Auxiliary held its 15th annual Pancake Breakfast 
on Sunday, February 23, 2025 from 8:00 a.m. to 
12:00 p.m. As usual, it was a great success. Squad 
members, along with local girl scouts troops, 
served over 300 adults as well as a number of 
children under 5, and raised much needed funds 
to support this crucial all-volunteer organization. 

All-you-can-eat pancakes, toppings, sausages, 
coffee, tea, and juices were offered for just $7.00 
per person. There was also a raffle for baskets and 
gift cards for sports and fitness, salons, 
restaurants, mini-golf and more. These items 
were generously donated by individuals, local 
businesses and organizations, some of which 
donated already-prepared themed baskets. 

Attendees had a wonderful time once again, 
and everyone’s support is greatly appreciated. It 
really does take a village, and the Auxiliary 
would also like to give special thanks to Fabio’s 

Bistro for their fundraiser night, Lady Bug Pest 
Services and Construction for donating 
complimentary tickets to underserved families in 
our community, the Fanwood Scotch Plains 
Rotary Club who made the raffle possible, and 
L&B Printing Inc. for various printing needs. 

 The Auxiliary looks forward to hosting the 

breakfast again next year. If interested in 
becoming a member of the Auxiliary, come by 
the Squad building one evening to pick up an 
application, or email  
SPRSAuxiliary@scotchplainsrescuesquad.com. 

Contributing Author: Susan Baldani, a life 
member of the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad.

a u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile 
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall  

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical 
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Electrical Lic. # 14616  
& Plumbing w #8660
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(above, l-r) Mayor Josh Losardo, Councilmember Elizabeth Stamler, Deputy Fire Chief Skip Paal, 
Councilmember Ellen Zimmerman, Fire Chief John Lestarchick, Margaret Heisey,  

Deputy Mayor Matt Adams Courtesy photo

FIRE DEPARTMENT ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
Scotch Plains Fire Department 

The dedication and bravery of many members 
of the Scotch Plains Fire Department were 
recognized at their annual awards dinner held on 
March 28, 2025 at Shackamaxon Country Club. 

The Township of Scotch Plains thanks every 
honoree for their service to the town. 
AWARDS: 
Five Years of Service: 

Caitlin Tweedle, 
Matthew Eagan, and Chrstopher Manning. 

Highest Call Percentages: 
Joesph Flammia, 
Daniel Hopkins, and  
SPVFA Past President: Sean Biglin 

Chiefs Award: 
Rick Briamonte 

Unsung Hero: 
Deputy Township Manager Margaret Heisey 

accepted the "Unsung Hero Award" at the event, 
given in recognition of her efforts behind the 
scenes to support the brave men and women of 
the SPFD.

VENDOR POP UP - 4/6
Welcome shoppers and community members, 

you're invited to join us for a delightful day at the 
Fanwood Train Station parking lot on Sunday, 
April 6, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Stroll through our marketplace and discover a 
wide array of unique arts and crafts, handmade 
jewelry, fashion accessories, candles, vintage 
women's clothing, children's books, all-natural 
dog treats, portrait photography, honey, vinyl 
records, polarized sunglasses, wooden American 
flags, and much more! 

Our selection of food trucks and local 
restaurants will be ready to satisfy your cravings, 
and live music will add to the festive atmosphere. 
Discover one-of-a-kind treasures and enjoy a day 
of shopping and fun! 

This free event is hosted by the Borough of 
Fanwood and is located at 256 South Avenue, 
Fanwood, NJ. Please note that the event is 
outdoors and will be canceled in case of 
inclement weather. For more information, please 
visit JC Promotions.Info.
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COMPLETE SET OF STEPS 
Up to 6 Feet, 5 Steps / Brick, Limestone & Concrete 

    $4,300

Carbon Monoxide  
is invisible, 
odorless,  

and can kill you!

You Home Improvement Connection

ROOFING

CHIMNEYS

GUTTERS

SIDING

MASONRY

STEPS FOUNDATIONS

MURSELI PRO 
CONSTRUCTION
908-361-6372

• All Work Guaranteed 

• 24/7 Emergency Service 

• 15% Senior Discount 

• Major Credit Cards 

• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

$600 OFF 
NEW SIDING JOB 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/30/25.

$350 OFF 
ANY ROOF REPAIR 
of $1,000 or more 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/30/25.

$150 
GUTTERS CLEANING 
(any Average House) 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/30/25.

$350 OFF 
ANY CHIMNEY REPAIR 

of $1,000 or more 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 

offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/30/25.

$400 OFF 
ANY FOUNDATION JOB 

of $2,000 or more 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 

offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/30/25.

ROOFINGMASONRY GUTTERSCHIMNEY
• CLEANING 
• RE-LINE 
• REPAIRS 
• REBUILD 
• CAPPING

• CLEANING 
• INSTALLATION 
• SCREENING 
• REPAIRS 
• REPLACEMENTS

• RE-ROOF 
• NEW ROOF 
• ROOF REPAIRS 
• SHINGLES 
• FLAT ROOF

• DRIVEWAYS 
• STEPS 
• BRICK & BLOCK 
• SIDEWALKS 
• REPAIR

FOUNDATION
• NEW  

FUNDATIONS 
• REPAIRS 
• WATERPROOFING

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/30/25.

BEFORE AFTER

Easy & 
Effective 
Cleaning Long Term Preservation

Special
CHIMNERY LINER 

$1,300Special

Family 
Owned & 

Operated For 
20 Years

WHY SHOULD I USE A CHIMNEY LINING 
SYSTEM?• Protect your house from heat 
transfer combustibles 
• Protect the masonry from the corrosive 

by products of combustion 
• Provide a correctly sized flue for 

optimum efficiency of appliance

Save $1,000 ON ROOF 
REPLACEMENT 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 3/31/25. With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/30/25.
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MARCH 12 PROCLAIMED AS GIRL SCOUT DAY
Scotch Plains officially declared March 12 as 

Girl Scout Day at during a Township Council 
meeting. Girl Scouts of the USA is the largest and 
most successful leadership program for girls in 
the world and has a strong presence in Scotch 

Courtesy photo

Plains. The organization is entering its 113th 
year. Members of Girl Scout Troop 130, along 
with advisor Julie Murphy, were at the meeting 
to accept the proclamation, in their signature 
green sashes, of course.

Residential Commercial

Colonia, NJ BlueStreakNJ.com

(732) 596-7525 
ROOF WASHING 

POWER WASHING 
GUTTER CLEANING
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ROOFING
CHIMNEYS

GUTTERS

PATIOS

SIDING

MASONRY

STEPS FOUNDATIONS

KENZAROOFING 
  & CHIMNEY

908-627-9696 FAMILY OWNED 
BUSINESS. 

#13VH11991300

Before After

15% 
OFF 

SENIOR 
DISCOUNT

24/7 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE
With coupon. Cannot be  

combined with any other offer. 
Expires 4/30/25.

ROOFING & CHIMNEY SPECIALIST

$350 
OFF 
ANY 

CHIMNEY 
REPAIR

With coupon. Cannot be  
combined with any other offer. 

Expires 4/30/25.

$800 
OFF 
ANY 
NEW  

ROOF JOB

With coupon. Cannot be  
combined with any other offer. 

Expires Expires 4/30/25.

$400 
OFF 

NEW STEPS

With coupon. Cannot be  
combined with any other offer. 

Expires 4/30/25.

$1,300 
CHIMNEY  

LINER

$150 
GUTTER 

CLEANING

Average house size. With coupon.  
Cannot be combined with any  
other offer. Expires 4/30/25.

With coupon. Cannot be  
combined with any other offer. 

Expires 4/30/25.

$350 
OFF 
ANY 
ROOF 

REPAIR
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908-251-9441 
Mrhandyman.com

On Time. Done right. 
Guaranteed.

10% OFF LABOR
On labor only, materials not included. Cannot  
be combined with other offers. Exp. 4/30/25.

2,500+ Positive Online Reviews 
Fully Insured 

License number: 13VH09897400

• Windows 

• Doors 

• Flooring 

• Drywall 

• Masonry 

• Aging In Place Certified 

• Interior and Exterior Carpentry 

• Friendly/Helpful Office Staff

REPAIR AND REMODEL SERVICES

TEXTILE RECYCLING 
PROGRAM

Scotch Plains Township 
Scotch Plains Township is participating in a 

new countywide textile recycling program that 
Union County has launched in partnership with 
Helpsy, a leading sustainable clothing and textile 
recycling company. The county states that this 
initiative “aims to reduce waste, support 
environmental sustainability, and provide 
residents with an easy and accessible way to 
recycle unwanted clothing and accessories.” 

The new Helpsy drop-off bins are located in 
three Union County municipalities, including 
Scotch Plains. Residents can drop off a wide 
variety of clothing, household linens, textiles, and 
accessories regardless of condition, as long as 
they are dry and odor-free. The collected items 
will be recycled, resold, or reused, and kept out 
of the waste stream. 

 Helpsy will supply designated drop-off bins 
for used clothing, shoes, accessories, and 
household linens—regardless of condition—as 
long as these items are dry and odor-free. A full 
list of accepted materials is available at 
helpsy.com/what-we-accept. 

Diverted from local landfills, the collected 
items will be repurposed for resale, reuse, and 
recycling. Residents can donate items at the DPW 
Yard at 2445 Plainfield Ave. on Thursdays from 
7 a.m. to 2 p.m. Please call 908-233-6707 with 
any questions.

SPRING SPECTACULAR
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Thrift Shop 

Spring is in the air and on the shelves of the 
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Thrift Shop! Items 
perfect for refreshing your spring décor and 
wardrobe are now on full display. 

Find warmer weather clothing for males and 
females in sizes ranging from infants to adults. 
Shop for tops and bottoms, dresses, jackets, 
shoes, accessories and more, some brand-new 
and all in good condition. Household items, toys 
and home décor that will perk up your spring and 
summer porch, enliven your living space or put 
the finishing touches on your holiday table will 
consistently be re-stocked as the season 
progresses. 

The end of April will also herald Earth Day on 
Saturday, April 26. Earth Day provides a 
powerful way to make a positive impact on our 
environment, whether it's taking part in local 
clean-up campaigns, planting trees, reducing our 
carbon footprint, and/or bringing items you no 
longer need or want to the Thrift Shop for resale. 
Now is the time to “spring clean” your closets, 
home and yard and give those items a new lease 
on life by donating them for future use by 
someone who needs and will treasure them. Once 
in the shop chances are that you will also find 
some terrific items for your own use, too. 

Donations to the Thrift Shop at 1741 East 
Second Street, Scotch Plains are accepted during 
our normal store operating hours: Tuesday 
through Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., and 
Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. All store 

proceeds outside of operating expenses are 
donated by the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service 
League to local non-profit organizations or used 
for student scholarships. 

To learn more about the Service League, 
volunteer opportunities and types of donations 
accepted call the store during Thrift Shop 
business hours: 908-322-5420. You can also visit 
the Scotch Plains Thrift Shop web site 
(scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com/) or search 
the “Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service League” on 
Facebook.

(above) Hop To It at the Fanwood-Scotch 
Plains Thrift Shop Spring Spectacular.
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Call Today to Schedule Your FREE 
In-Home Installation Estimate 

908-213-5882 
WeltmanHomeServices.com 
Same and next day appointments are available! 

TWO GREAT BRANDS WORKING TOGETHER

COOLING • HEATING 
PLUMBING • ELECTRIC

Weltman Home Services is proud to have joined forces with  
Princeton Air. With a combined legacy of over 125 years of  
delivering exceptional, five-star service, we now offer an  
elevated level of expertise, skill, and resources to better  
serve our customers. Together, we are stronger than ever!

D.Weltman Plumbing Lic. #6440 Joseph P. Leto Electric Lic. #17479 Electric Business Permit 6808A HIC Lic # 13VH04948800 HVAC Lic #1228 
JS Needham-Master HVACR Lic. # 3980 | M Burt-Plumbing Lic. # 8389 | NJHIC # 13VH00255200 | PAHIC # PA001066 

SAVE $1500 
on Any Qualifying  
Air Conditioning 

Installation 
 

Weltman Home Services • 908-213-5882
When work is performed. One coupon per transaction.Not to be combined 

with any other offers. Not valid on prior services. This coupon never expires. 

SAVE $350 
on Any 

Hot Water Heater 
Installation 

 
Weltman Home Services • 908-213-5882

When work is performed. One coupon per transaction.Not to be combined 
with any other offers. Not valid on prior services. This coupon never expires. 

SAVE $75 
on Any 

Electrical or 
Plumbing Repair 

 
Weltman Home Services • 908-213-5882

When work is performed. One coupon per transaction.Not to be combined 
with any other offers. Not valid on prior services. This coupon never expires. 

$79 PRE SEASON 
AC TUNE UP 
Don’t wait for the heat. 

Tune up today! 
 

Weltman Home Services • 908-213-5882

When work is performed. One coupon per transaction.Not to be combined 
with any other offers. Not valid on prior services. This coupon never expires. 

FREE 
DISPATCH FEE 
During Normal Business  

Hours 8am-4pm 
 

Weltman Home Services • 908-213-5882
When work is performed. One coupon per transaction.Not to be combined 

with any other offers. Not valid on prior services. This coupon never expires. 

SAVE $99 
on  

Drain Cleaning 
 
 

Weltman Home Services • 908-213-5882
When work is performed. One coupon per transaction.Not to be combined 

with any other offers. Not valid on prior services. This coupon never expires. 

http://WeltmanHomeServices.com
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Landscape Design and Construction 
Call or Text: 908-358-9510 • DDDesignGroupsNJ.com

Fully Insured    •    FREE Estimates

$200 OFF 
ANY LANDSCAPE PLANTING 

OR CONSTRUCTION PROJECT 
On projects of $1,500 or more. Expires 4/30/25 

Not to be combined with other offers.

$400 OFF 
ANY LANDSCAPE PLANTING 

OR CONSTRUCTION PROJECT 
On projects of $3,000 or more. Expires 4/30/25 

Not to be combined with other offers.

15% OFF ALL LANDSCAPE LIGHTING INSTALLATIONS 
Expires 4/30/25, Not to be combined with other offers.

HARDSCAPING: Patios, Retaining and Seating Walls, Fire Pits, Lighting, Outdoor Living Spaces  
DRAINAGE: Draining Solutions, Grading, Dry-Wells, Downspout Drains 
PLANTING & SOFTSCAPES: Privacy Screening Trees, Shrub Installations 
Sod, Mulch, Shrub and Hedge Trimming, Lawn maintenance

"MOVERS, SHAKERS, CHANGE MAKERS" EVENT  - MAY 10TH 
STUDENT MOVEMENT AGAINST CANCER (SMAC)

Student Movement Against Cancer (SMAC), 
Inc., established in 2001 by students of Scotch 
Plains-Fanwood High School, is proud to 
announce its third annual signature event, 
"Movers, Shakers, Change Makers," scheduled 
for May 10, 2025, at Union Catholic High School 
in Scotch Plains. Building on the success of last 
year's event, which raised nearly $6,000 for the 
New Jersey-based nonprofit Inspiring Life 
Together, "Movers, Shakers, Change Makers" 
continues to embody SMAC's commitment to 
community engagement and cancer awareness. 

This high-energy gathering, designed to bring 
students together for a day of movement, 
camaraderie, and philanthropy, will raise funds 
for Comfort Project 360 in 2025, a nonprofit 
dedicated to improving the patient experience for 
those undergoing cancer treatment. Thanks to the 
support of SMAC’s central organization, this 
event is entirely underwritten—meaning that 
every dollar raised through student participation, 
sponsorships, and donations will go to Comfort 
Project 360. 

"We want students and supporters to know that 
100% of their contributions will make an 
impact," said Danielle Delavaux, Executive 
Director of SMAC. "Because SMAC has covered 
all event costs, every dollar raised will help 
provide comfort and support to cancer patients 
and their families at Cooperman Barnabas 
Medical Center’s Cancer Centers." 
SUPPORTING COMFORT PROJECT 360 

Student leaders from SMAC’s network of 
chapters selected Comfort Project 360 as this 
year’s beneficiary. The nonprofit is dedicated to 
enhancing the experience of cancer patients at 
Cooperman Barnabas Medical Center in 
Livingston, NJ, by transforming treatment spaces 
and providing thoughtful amenities. From 
renovating infusion rooms to offering comfort 
kits, blankets, journals, and wellness programs, 
Comfort Project 360 ensures that patients feel 
supported, comforted, and cared for during one 
of the most challenging times in their lives. 

"We are incredibly honored to support Comfort 

Project 360 this year," said SMAC Executive 
Director Danielle Delavaux. "Our students 
understand that cancer treatment is about more 
than medicine—it’s about comfort, dignity, and 
hope. This event will allow them to make a real 
impact on the lives of patients facing this difficult 
journey." 
REGISTRATION: 

Preregistration is required  
and can be completed at  
www.supportsmac.org/mscm 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE EVENT: 
T-shirt Giveaway:  
The first 100 registered students will receive 

an exclusive "Movers, Shakers, Change Makers" 
T-shirt, symbolizing their commitment to the 
cause. 

Wrist Pedometer Giveaway:  
Each attendee will receive a SMAC wrist 

pedometer to track their activity throughout the 
evening. The student with the highest step count 
will have the opportunity to choose from a 
selection of exciting prizes. 

COMPETITIONS AND PRIZES 
Local businesses and community members are 

encouraged to support the event through 
sponsorships or donations. Such contributions 
have been pivotal in past events, enhancing the 
experience for participants and amplifying 
fundraising efforts. For more details about the 
event, registration, and ways to contribute, please 
visit www.supportsmac.org/mscm or contact 
SMAC at events@supportsmac.org for more 
information. 
ABOUT STUDENT MOVEMENT AGAINST CANCER: 

Student Movement Against Cancer (SMAC), 
Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
dedicated to empowering the next generation of 
cancer fighters. Founded in 2001, SMAC has 
grown into a network of student-led chapters 
across New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, and 
Louisiana, raising funds for cancer causes, 
launching awareness campaigns, and supporting 
their communities. Since its inception, SMAC 
has raised over five million dollars for cancer-
related initiatives.

(above) Student planning committee. Courtesy photo
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(above) Evergreen Elementary School students celebrate a love of books  
during Read Across America Week.

READ ACROSS AMERICA WEEK
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public Schools 

Read Across America Week was celebrated in 
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public Schools from 
March 3-7 with a variety of theme days, guest 
readers, and other activities to celebrate and 
encourage a love of books.  

Each elementary school planned a variety of 
activities, ranging from days for students to dress 
like a detective or superhero to guest readers, 
including Board of Education members Dr. 

Karen Kulikowski and Deb Brody, Scotch Plains 
Mayor Josh Losardo, Superintendent Dr. Joan 
Mast and other district administrators.   

“Read Across America Week is a time each 
year to come together to inspire a love of reading 
in our students,” said Dr. Mast. “These 
celebrations were a wonderful way to reinforce 
the importance of literacy. Thank you to the guest 
readers, teachers, and staff who made this a very 
special week for SPF students.” 

(above) Scotch Plains Mayor Josh Losardo 
reads to students at School One Elementary 

School for Read Across America Week.

(above) Dr. Joan Mast, superintendent of 
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public Schools, shares 
her love of reading with students at School One.

Photos by Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public Schools

With this coupon presented at time of estimates of up to $10,000.  
Offer Valid for the 2025 season for new customers only.  

One coupon per customer cannot be combined with other offers. 

NEW CUSTOMER DISCOUNT 

10% OFF 
ANY SERVICE

DO YOU NEED A 
DUMPSTER?

908-234-2382 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable Service

Call to Reserve One Today
Professional Delivery & Pickup

NJ DEP# S27236

Affordable

We take (but not limited to)... 
General Construction 
Household Waste 
Concrete & Asphalt

Logs & Stumps 
Demolition Debris 

Bulky Waste
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Call or Text Ray 24/7 for Emergencies 973-718-0020 
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 800-206-8529

$350-$450

$250-$350

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 4/30/24.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 4/30/24.

FOUNDATION REPAIRS BEFORE & AFTER

CHIMNEY LINERS

SLATE ROOF SPANISH STYLE ROOF NEW STEPS

CHIMNEY REPAIRS SHINGLE ROOF FLAT TOP ROOF

24/7 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE

ANY ROOF REPAIR

ANY CHIMNEY JOB

$800OFF ANY NEW 
ROOF JOB

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 4/30/24.

15% SENIOR CITIZEN 
DISCOUNT

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 4/30/24.

CHIMNEY CLEANING
STARTING AT $150
MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 4/30/24.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 4/30/24.

$300OFF ANY JOB
of $2,000 or more

OFF

100% 
Financing 

Available

WE OFFER 
0% INTEREST FINANCING

Fully Licensed and Insured License # 13VH09057400
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LIONS CLUB EXPO ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR VENDORS
LOCAL BUSINESS EXPOSITION  

The EXPO is an excellent platform for local 
businesses to showcase their services and connect 
directly with customers through the purchase of 
a $500 Exclusive Game sponsor sign or a $150 
non-exclusive ride sponsor sign, displayed at the 
Expo for the 4 days. 

“Interacting with potential customers at a high 
profile community event can greatly boost a 
company’s image and customer base,” noted 
Anthony Franchini, the Warren Lions Club 
Treasurer. “Community members deeply 
appreciate those businesses that demonstrate their 
local support through events like this.” 

We are still accepting applications for tent 
vendors to sell or promote their businesses to the 
thousands of people in attendance at the 
gathering. For information on becoming a tent 
vendor at the 2025 Warren Lions EXPO, please 
contact Anthony Franchini at 908-334-9304. 

All proceed from the Lions EXPO are donated 
back to the community organizations and sight 
and hearing foundations throughout New Jersey. 
ABOUT THE LIONS CLUB OF WARREN TOWNSHIP 

When caring people come together, roll up 
their sleeves and take actions to make their 
community better, it’s a beautiful thing and an 
incredible feeling for everyone involved. That’s 
Lions. Being a Lion is about leading by example, 
building relationships and improving the world 
through kindness. 

Lions Clubs International is made up of 1.4 

million members in 49,000 clubs who bring 
hands and hearts to the communities we serve in 
nearly every country on earth. Our Lions and 
Leos help hundreds of millions of people every 
year. 

Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) 
provides grants that empower the service of our 
members. Since its inception in 1968, LCIF has 
awarded more than US$1.2 billion in grant 
funding. 

The Warren Lions Club currently has more 
than 100 active members from the Township as 
well as surrounding communities. Members 
include business and professional leaders who 
provide humanitarian services, encourage high 
ethical standards in all vocations, and help build 
goodwill and bonding in the communities. 

All funds raised by the Lions Club of Warren 
Township are used to support a wide variety of 
community service organizations and projects. 
The Club holds dinner meetings every second 
and fourth Wednesdays of the month from 
September through June and occasionally feature 
speakers, donation recipients and special guests 
that inform and entertain. The Club encourages 
all members to help set the direction of our Club, 
participate in leadership roles, and identify causes 
to support and the Club’s priorities, while 
fostering camaraderie and advancing our mission. 

To learn more, please visit Warren Lions Club 
website warrenlionsclub.org,  and social media 
page  facebook.com/warrenlionsclub.org.

As the spring flowers bloom all across the 
beautiful Township of Warren, and we get excited 
about the much awaited warmer days, the Warren 
Lions Club announces the fast approaching 
EXPO 2025. It is the single biggest social and 
commercial event, held every year around mid-
June, at the Warren Township municipal field (46 
Mountain Boulevard). The gathering is a classic 
carnival for all ages, family and friends, 6-10 
p.m. from Wednesday to Saturday. This year’s 
EXPO, in its 57th occurrence, will be hosted 
from June 11-14th, 2025. There will be 
amusement rides, games of chance, fireworks, 
food vendors, and an exposition of local 
businesses, and non-profit organizations. 

Our Event sponsors are The Connections 
Magazine and NextHome Premier. The 
Corporate sponsors are Lightbridge Academy, 
The Orchard Academy and Temple Har 
Shalom.We will also have a spectacular fireworks 
show, which concludes the EXPO on Saturday at 
10 p.m. 

The Lions EXPO attracts more than 10,000 
people over the four days and has become the 
premier family & friends’ melting pot, in the 
Warren Township and the neighboring 
communities. 

In addition to the daily tickets, the EXPO has 
the pay-one-price wristbands every night. And 
don’t forget the Giant 50/50 cash raffle with the 
drawing on Saturday June 14th, resulting in 
thousands of dollars payout to a single winner. 
The winner need not be present at the drawing. 
Tickets will be available for purchase at the Expo, 
every night, for $5 each. 

10% OFF 
NEXT SERVICE 
WITH MENTION  

OF THIS AD. 
Expired 4/30/25.

Spring Has Sprung! 
It’s a good time to evaluate  

your trees and shrubs 
and do some  

pruning.

www.CaffreyTree.com 
725 Jersusalem Rd. • Scotch Plains 

Call For FREE Consultation & FREE Estimate
Read all our 
5 star Google 

Reviews!

I BUY OLD MOTORCYCLES 
All Types - Running or Not

Call or Text Glenn 
732-556-7636

Same Day  
Pick-up 
 
We Pay Cash
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Pet friendly 
  - We support 
animal rescues

Duke says  

“Adopt,  

  Don’t 

     Shop.”

QUALITY HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

732-331-9572 
www.MyHandymanAndPainter.com

• Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling. 
• Sheetrock, Install & Repair. 
• Painting, Electric & Plumbing. 
• Windows, Siding & Roofing. 
• Basement Waterproofing & Finishing

My Handyman & painter LLC

a u q r 
Licensed & Insured 

License #13VH11554200

View our Google Reviews.

General Handyman 
Services

FREE ESTIMATES!

MY HANDYMAN & PAINTER LLC. 100 WALNUT AVE, SUITE 210. CLARK NJ 07066

ONE STOP SHOP FOR ALL YOUR  
PAINTING & REPAIR NEEDS

o Hanging Sheet Rock 
o Taping and Spackling 
o Window Wrapping 

IT’S NEVER JUST PAINTING We do all the repairs needed that  
goes along with painting your home. 

o Replacing Trim 
o Base Boards  
o Crown Molding 

o Repairing Cracks and Holes 
o Door and Window Replacement 
o Replacing Electrial Outlets

BEFORE AFTER
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POLICE DEPARTMENT PROMOTIONS
Township of Scotch Plains 

Scotch Plains swore in two police officers to 
their new roles during a council meeting held on 
February 21, 2025. 

(above) David Belford is sworn in as a Sergeant.(above) Bradley Belford is sworn in as a Lieutenant.
Courtesy photo

David Belford was promoted to the rank of 
Sergeant and Bradley Belford was promoted to 
the rank of Lieutenant. 

Mayor Josh Losardo and Police Chief Jeff 

Briel thanked the officers for their service to the 
community and look forward to seeing them 
excel in their new positions.

locally owned since 1984 

www.vdsnj.com 
facebook.com/vdsnj 

email: vdsnjira@gmail.com 

908-964-4004 
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

• Video Tape Transfers 
• DVD & Flash Drive Duplication 
• High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning



Scotch Plains Monthly • Page 19  • April 2025             

528 N. Michigan Ave. Kenilworth, NJ • 908-688-8333 
Hours: Monday - Saturday: 7:30 am - 5:00 pm • Sunday: Closed 

We accommodate the trade as well as the do-it-yourselfers! We are always ready to assist.
SOIL 

Compost.....................................$30 
Jersey Brown.............................$40 

MULCH 
Black Dyed................................$33 
Brown Dyed..............................$33 
Red Dyed...................................$35 
Hardwood .................................$15 
Playground................................$35 

QUARRY BASE MATERIALS 
Mason Sand ..............................$60 
3⁄4 Clean Stone...........................$58 
Stone Dust.................................$39 
QP ...............................................$48 

DECORATIVE STONE 
3⁄8 Riverbed / Pea Gravel .........$97 

1 Riverbed ...............................$115 
11/2-3 Riverbed.........................$120 
3⁄4 Red Stone ..............................$84 
3⁄4 Goose Egg............................$115 
2-4 Goose Egg .........................$135 
3⁄4 Arctic White ........................$120 

Prices subject to change without notice.

HARDSCAPE 
• Cement 
• Cinder Block 
• Belgium Block  
• Curbing 
• Bluestone Treads 
• Diamond Blades 
• Limestone Treads 

TOOLS 
• Mason Tools  
• Landscape Tools 

DRAINAGE 
• Catch Basins 
• 3” & 4” Pipe 

LAWN & GARDEN 
• Grass Seed 
• Fertilizers 
• Peat Moss 
• Hay 
• Polymeric Sand 
• Paver Sealer 
• Paver Cleaner

ORDER ONLINE 
www.JerseyLandGarden.com

Prices 
per yard

FREE 
DELIVERY IN 

UNION COUNTY 
Excludes: Berkeley Heights, 
New Providence and Summit

Largest Display 
of Cambridge Pavers 

in Union County

Largest Display 
of Cambridge Pavers 

in Union County

Waterfalls • Fireplaces  
• Fire Pits • Walls • Walkways  

• Patios • Curbs

Waterfalls • Fireplaces  
• Fire Pits • Walls • Walkways  

• Patios • Curbs
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FSP ROTARY DUELING PIANOS EVENT
Join ot Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club 

for an evening of Dueling Piano fun on May 1st 
at 6:30 p.m. at Shady Rest Country Club, 820 
Jerusalem Road. Have fun while changing the 
world! There will be an all-request sing-a-long, 
50-50 Raffle, Tricky tray and light refreshments. 
All proceeds are tax-deductible and will help the 
club raise funds toward a Rotary Global Grant. 

Kiran Dhaliwal has been a Rotarian with the 
Fanwood Scotch Plains Club for 15 years. The 
members of the club affectionately refer to it as 
the Best Club in the Universe! 

Back in 2010, Kiran befriended Robinah 
Muganz, in Kampala Uganda, who dedicated her 
life to serving destitute young girls by providing 
food, shelter, love, and education. Through the 
non-profit, Set Her Free, Robinah’s work remains 
inspirational. Set Her Free has successfully 
transformed lives through vocational training, 
education and economic empowerment. With the 
help of Rotary, outside grants, and outside 
guidance they are changing the world and 
uplifting a community. 

FSP Rotary has been involved from the start. 
For many years they sold jewelry at the SPF 
YMCA, FannyWood Day, Scotch Plains Day, 
and other events. The artistic beads made from 
paper are a craft native to Kampala and the beads 
are beautiful! During COVID-19, FSP Rotary 
assisted Set Her Free in obtaining a farm with an 
irrigation system. This saved lives and fed the 
community during this trying time. It was a 
milestone, however, the work doesn’t end there. 

Recently Set Her Free began working with the 
Ugandan Government to help children and young 
women who are trafficked and brought to the 
capital city. The root of the issue comes from the 
arid northeast part of the country known as The 
Napak District.  Set Her Free aims to expand their 
proven programs to Napak to stop trafficking at 
its source. They are working with FSP Rotary and 

the Kampala-Kawempe Rotary Club to obtain a 
Rotary global grant.  The grant will help sustain 
this region and it will be life-changing! 

Tickets for the Dueling Piano event can be 
purchased on Eventbrite and there are also 
sponsorship opportunities available.  For 
additional information, visit fsprotary.org, or 
contact Kiran at 908-403-1985.

APRIL RECREATION EVENTS 
EASTER EGG HUNT 

On April 12th (Rain Date: April 13th) - Hop 
on over for a fun-filled Easter Egg Hunt at a 
NEW location this year – the golf course at Shady 
Rest Country Club.  Kids ages 8 and under are 
invited to join the excitement. Event highlights 
include balloon artists twisting up fun creations 
and a special appearance by the Easter Bunny.  
This is a can’t-miss spring tradition in a beautiful 
new setting. Gather your little ones, bring a 
basket, and get ready for a morning of Easter 
magic. Time: Gather Time is 10:00 a.m. sharp / 
hunt begins around 10:15 a.m. 
EARTH DAY COMMUNITY CLEAN-UP 

On April 26th (Rain Date: April 27th) -  from 
8 – 10 a.m. - Join us in celebrating Earth Day by 
giving back to our community! We’re hosting a 
Community Clean-Up event across various parks 
in Scotch Plains and are in need of volunteers to 
help keep our town beautiful. All volunteers are 
welcome; whether you plan to come solo, or as a 
group, your efforts will make a difference. 

FREECYCLE MARKET 
On April 26th Give what you can, take what 

you need!  Join us for a FreeCycle Market, where 
the community comes together to donate and 
swap gently used items – completely free!  
Reduce waste, share resources, and find 
something new-to-you while giving your pre-
loved items a second life! 

How it works: Residents must sign up for a 
time slot on Community Pass to bring their gently 
used items. After donations are received and 
sorted, the public is welcome to browse and take 
home items for free! 

Time: Drop-off time slots vary  
8:30 AM – 9:00 AM,  
9:00 AM – 9:30 AM,  
9:30 AM – 10:00 AM 

MARKET SWAP SHOP  
(10:30 AM – 12:30 PM) 
Location:  
Jerseyland Park 
2354 Beryllium Road, Scotch Plains



Scotch Plains Monthly • Page 21  • April 2025             

PASSING OF FANWOOD POLICE OFFICER CARLOS GONZALEZ, JR.
Borough of Fanwood 

Carlos Gonzalez, Jr., a decorated Fanwood 
police officer and resident of Scotch Plains, 
passed away Wednesday, March 5th at JFK 
Medical Center in Edison after an extended battle 
with Lymphoma. He was 35 years old. 

Officer Gonzalez was born and raised in 
Newark and graduated from East Side High 
School. He attended Essex County College then 
went on to earn his degree in Criminal Justice 
from Kean University. He started his career in 
law enforcement 11 years ago with the Newark 
Police Department where he served for six years 
before joining the Fanwood Police Department 
in 2020. 

Carlos played baseball while in high school. 
He was a huge New York Mets and wrestling fan. 
He always enjoyed spending time with loved 

(above) Officer Carlos Gonzalez, Jr.

ones, barbecuing outside, and being adventurous 
with food. 

 He will be remembered for his joyful and kind 
personality, his love for his family, and never 
giving up. His daughter, Olivia, was the light of 
his life. 

He is survived by his wife, Jessica Martin 
Gonzalez; his daughter, Olivia; his parents, 
Carlos and Sonia; his brother, Kevin and his wife 
Paola; and his grandmothers Julia and Luisa 
Gonzalez. He is also survived by many aunts, 
uncles, and cousins. He will be dearly missed by 
his family and friends. 

A GoFundMe has been set up to support 
Carlos's family during this difficult time. It can 
be found at gofundme.com,  under ‘Support 
Officer Carlos Gonzalez' Family after Loss’.

(908) 276-5367 
(201) 666-0003 

358 North Avenue East 
Cranford, NJ 

www.reynolds-plumbing.net

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Lou DiFabio 
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio 
Lic. #11749

REYNOLDS PLUMBING
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We Mail 200,000 Newspapers 
  to Every Home & Business 
    in 30 Towns!

Advertise  in any  number of towns

Joe Renna 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPERS RATE SHEET 

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

We print Full Color 
2-Sided, Flyers and 

Menus that get inserted 
into the newspapers, 
and mailed to every 

home and business in 
Town for as low  

as $100 per thousand.
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POETRY NIGHT AT THE LIBRARY – APRIL 3RD
The Friends of the Scotch Plains Public 

Library are proud to present an evening of 
exceptional poetry with two distinguished New 
Jersey poets, Moriah Cohen and Robin Rosen 
Chang, on Thursday, April 3rd at 7:00 p.m. This 
special event is free and open to the public. 

A 2023 New Jersey Council on the Arts poetry 
fellow, Moriah Cohen is the author of the 
chapbook Impossible Bottle (Finishing Line 
Press). Cohen’s work has been published in Best 
New Poets, Adroit Journal, Narrative, Gulf Coast, 
RHINO, and Salamander Magazine, among 
others. Cohen is the co-founder of The Fields 
Poetry Reading Series and a reader for ONLY 
POEMS, Chill Sub’s “#1 Lit Mag of 2024.” You 
can read more of Cohen’s work at 
Moriahcohen.com. 

Robin Rosen Chang is a 2023 New Jersey 
Council on the Arts Poetry Fellow and the author 
of the full-length collection, The Curator's Notes 
(Terrapin Books). Her poems have appeared or 

are forthcoming in Alaska Quarterly Review, 
New Ohio Review, Michigan Quarterly Review, 
and Plume, among others, and have been featured 
on Verse Daily. She was an honorable mention 
for the Spoon River Review’s 2019 Editor’s Prize 
and the winner of the Oregon Poetry 
Association’s Fall 2018 Poet’s Choice Award. 
Her poetry can be read at robinrosenchang.com. 

This event will take place at the Scotch Plains 
Public Library, located at 1927 Bartle Ave, 
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076. The evening promises 
to be an inspiring celebration of contemporary 
poetry, with readings from both poets followed 
by a brief Q&A session. 

This poetry night is generously sponsored by 
the Friends of the Scotch Plains Public Library. 
Admission is free, and all are welcome to attend. 
If you are interested in supporting the library and 
becoming a member of the Friends, please visit 
Friends of the Library. 

For more information, please contact the 

Scotch Plains Public Library at (908) 322-5007 
or visit their website at scotchplainslibrary.org. 

About the Friends of the Scotch Plains Public 
Library 

The Friends of the Scotch Plains Public 
Library is a nonprofit organization that supports 
the Library’s mission by organizing events, 
fundraisers, and initiatives aimed at enriching the 
community’s access to resources and services.  

The Friends are also accepting nominations 
(self-nominations are welcome) for various 
board positions including: president, vice-
president, secretary, treasurer, and 
members-at-large. Nominations are due Monday, 
April 7 at or before the membership meeting at 
7:15pm. Board elections will take place Monday, 
May 12 at 7:15pm. Email 
spplfriends1@gmail.com for more information 
or to nominate.

(above) Moriah Cohen

(above) Robin Rosen Chang
Courtesy photos
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Keeping your car?  
Did you know you can purchase an 
extended warranty for your vehicle? 
 - coverage up to 120,000 miles - even if 
you did not buy it from Marano & Sons. 

 

Visit our website to value your car 

MaranoSonsAuto.com Buying & Selling Used Cars & Trucks Since 1955

Credit problems? Call us to get you approved!
Like us on 
Facebook!!!

507-13 South Avenue 908-789-1551 
150 South Avenue 908-789-0555 

Fax 908-789-1792

LOOKING FOR A CAR, TRUCK OR SUV? 
Visit our lots or shop at home. Search over 135 vehicles  
by Make / Model/ Year/ Color / Body type / Engine specs / etc.

Marano & Sons Auto Sales:  
Not only do we sell late model pre-owned vehicles, 

but we will buy your car! 
Any car no matter how old. We will buyout your lease,  

payoff your loan, pick it up at your house.

Two locations 

In Garwood, NJ


