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COLDWELL BAMKER
REALTY

DEDICATED
TO RESULTS,
A TRADITION

OF TRUST

Let Me Find

Your Dream Home

Loryn O'Brien
Coldwell Banker East
209 Central Ave
Westfield, NJ
lorynobrien118@gmail.com

908-247-1136

Office: 908-233-5555
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ROTARY CLUB FUNDS OUTDOOR AED THE ALIVER FOUNDATION

The Aliver Foundation held a community [

event at Hanson Park in Cranford, NJ on
November 16, 2024, to celebrate the donation of
an all weather, climate controlled, tamper proof
AED enclosure and device to this public
recreation space.

Residents gathered with trustees from Hanson
Park Conservancy, the Cranford Fire Department,
the Cranford Police Department, and Rotary Club
of Cranford members.

The Aliver Foundation’s Founder & President,

Jill A. Pall, introduced the nonprofit’s Board of .

Directors/Advisory Council members and
detailed how speaking at a Cranford Rotary Club
meeting led to the organization being selected to
receive a donation from the group’s August golf
tournament. “The Rotary Club of Cranford is
pleased to have been able to partner with The
Aliver Foundation on this very important
project,” Juan Rengifo, Immediate Past President.
Pall said she researched public recreation spaces
in Cranford and contacted Ellen McHenry,
President of Hanson Park Conservancy to discuss
the donation. “Hanson Park Conservancy thanks
The Aliver Foundation and the Cranford Rotary
for selecting Hanson Park to install a lifesaving
device,” McHenry said.

Pall noted that Cranford Police Captain (now
Chief) Matt Nazzaro was influential in
advocating for this equipment, speaking with
Lavona Patterson at the Township who facilitated
accepting the donation almost immediately.
“Anyone can become a lifesaver by quickly
dialing 9-1-1 and beginning the emergency
response to sudden cardiac arrest. Adding this
outdoor AED to one of our most popular
Township parks is an incredible step towards
saving a life and keeping our residents safe,” said
Nazzaro.

Pall spoke about having cardiac arrest, an
electrical issue with an 8% survival rate, at Echo
Lake Park on June 25, 2021. She mentioned that
there was no AED in the park and introduced
Ailene Connors-Albarron (who is now a board
member of The Aliver Foundation), who
performed CPR compressions on her for over ten
minutes until paramedics arrived. Given that
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(above) President, Hanson Park Conservancy Elen McHenry (second

from left), Founder & President, The Aliver Foundation, Jill A. Pall

(right) and Members of the Cranford Rotary Club with Hanson Park's
new all weather, climate controlled, tamper proof AED device.

Photo credit: Garrett Maney

every minute without an AED decreases survival by 10%, Pall asked
attendees to do the math.

The Aliver Foundation Board Member, Andrew Blumenstock, talked
through some startling statistics, including the fact that white men were
most likely to receive bystander CPR while the chances went down
significantly for women and people of color, and encouraged attendees to
not be afraid to step in and do something if presented with the opportunity.

Following Pall and Blumenstock's remarks, Lieutenant John Dillon of
the Cranford Fire Department showed attendees how to do CPR
compressions and how to use an AED through an interactive
demonstration. The day was captured through the lens of Garrett Maney
from Just A Soul Photography and children had the opportunity to decorate
a special “stethoscope” to take home to listen to hearts.

"It's incredible to see the impact The Aliver Foundation has had in Union
County, NJ and beyond in just 10 months since securing nonprofit status,"
Andrew Blumenstock, Board Member, The Aliver Foundation.

The Aliver Foundation announced that by the end of the year, the
organization will be directly responsible for over 100 all weather, climate
controlled, tamper proof AED enclosures being installed in public
recreation spaces, ensuring lives can be saved 24/7/365.

The Aliver Foundation raises awareness and funds to install all weather
AEDs in outdoor recreation spaces while also providing crucial resources
and educational opportunities to individuals and communities. To learn
more, please visit: thealiverfoundation.org.

Complete Termite & Pest Control Since 1952
From rats to bats, skunks to racoons, and squirrels to mice
.. and everything in between, WE CAN HELP.

ARNOLD’S
PEST CONTROL

Business license #90966A

908-276-8062

ArnoldsPestControl.com
9 Quine Street, Cranford, NJ 07016

CALL
TODAY!
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SEND US YOUR NEWS
Do you have a community service that you
need help publicizing? Did you or someone
you know accomplish something amazing?
We are interested in hearing about your latest
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com

ADVERTISING
Joe Renna: 908-447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com
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Find us on online: rennamedia.com
facebook.com/ Cranford Monthly

*{Mf

NAZZARO SWORN IN AS POLICE CHIEF

Cranford Police Department

On December 3, 2024, Matthew R. Nazzaro
was sworn in as the Cranford Police Department's
twelfth Police Chief. The Oath of Office was
administered by US Magistrate Judge for the
District of New Jersey, Justin Quinn.

In his acceptance speech, Chief Nazzaro
addressed the men and women of the Cranford
Police Department saying, "It 1is your
commitment and dedication that keep Cranford a
safe, thriving place where people want to live."
He further went on to say, "Residents should rest
assured that this township is protected and served
by the finest of the finest."

Chief Nazzaro joined the Cranford Police
Department in June 2002 as a Communications
Officer, and was sworn in as a Police Officer in
December of 2003. He graduated from the John

= Tl

H. Stamler Police Academy and has served in
every division of the department. He was
assigned as a Detective to the Investigative
Division in 2014, and was promoted to Sergeant
in 2015, Lieutenant in 2020, and Captain in 2022.
Chief Nazzaro holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree
and Master's Degree in Public Administration
from Kean University. He has served in many
capacities including School Resource Officer,
Bias Liaison Officer, and Executive Director of
the Cranford Police Athletic League.

Follow Cranford Police Department on
Facebook.

(above) Matthew R. Nazzaro was sworn in as the Cranford Police Department's twelfth Police

Chief on December 3, 2024.

@ Use code KSREN for 20% off tickets!

Erth's Dinosaur

Zoo Live!

THURSDAY, JANUARY 30
@ 7:00 P.M.

Harry Chapin’s Greatest

Stories Live
Featuring The Chapin Family

FRIDAY

 JANUARY 24

@ 7:30 P.M.

WILKINS THEATRE AT KEAN UNIVERSITY

(908) 737-7469 |

KEANSTAGE.COM

| UNION, NJ
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Serenades (Ages 6-8): 2 Openings
Crescendos (Ages 9-11): 4 Openings
OPEN HOUSE: Tuesday, January 14th 4:30pm

V(0loyy s B Limited Availability
CHOIR Chanticleers (Girls Ages 12-14): 2 Openings
-7 Singers (Girls Ages 15-18): 4 Openings
Continuos (Boys Ages 12-18): 4 Openings

CEREERA OPEN HOUSE: Monday, January 13th 7:30pm

CIVIC Sopranos: 1 Opening
S 00 TNA Altos: 3 Openings

Tenors: Are you kidding? Come one come all!
of New Jersey [5:PHoese 3 Openings

GCULS B OPEN HOUSE: Tuesday, January 14th 7:30pm

SENIORS SING! No Audition Necessary
OPEN HOUSE: Monday, January 13th 2:00pm

SIGN UP FOR YOUR  cafmusic.org/
AUDITION TODAY! ol

all programs of the CONTINUO ARTS FOUNDATION

36 Chatham Rd, Summit, NJ o7901
info@continuoarts.org » 908-264-5324 » continuoarts.com
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF CRANFORD

11 Springfield Ave., Cranford, NJ

+ Redesigned, age-appropriate
learning spaces for preschool,
elementary, tweens & teens

Mursery Room for infants &
parents - rocking chairs,

v

THE COLORS AROUND US ART EXHIBIT

The Gallery-on-the-Boulevard will present
“The Colors Around Us” exhibiting the work of
photographer Joseph Manzella, a resident of
Cranford, NJ. The show will open in January
2025 and remain through April. The Gallery is
located in the Kenilworth Public Library, 548
Boulevard, Kenilworth.

Manzella has had a long and varied career in
photography, illustration, painting, computer
graphics and design which he merged to create
compelling digital art and photography. Vibrant
color is a consistent theme and feature in all his
work, which helps him achieve a “painting like”
quality.

He has received 3 First Place Awards from
Union County Art Exhibits, and 2 First Place

changing table & privacy

Children's Message
Every 5undny

PLAN YOUR VISIT OMLIMNE!
www. firstprescranford.org /new-here

(above) Golden Sunset at Leeds

Awards with New Jersey Senior Citizen Art
Show in the Digital Category. His images
have been on display with the Westfield Art
Association and the Artist Framer in
Cranford.

Mangzella states that “I always felt a need to
preserve what I see, whether in the ‘real world’
or in my mind’s eye so that I can experience and
enjoy it later. This is what I strive for in the art
and photography that I create and what I can,
hopefully, offer to people who see and
experience it.” All artwork is available for
purchase by contacting the artist.

The exhibit is free and open to the public
during regular library hours.

For more information call 908-276-2451.

(above) Cranford Hotel

TWO FAMILY BUSINESSES stay warm with Woolley. Contact us for all
ARE BACK TOGETHER.

WOOLLEY WELCOMES BACK C.T. WILLIAMS & SON PLUMBING

We are a family-owned company celebrating 100

We are a full-service installation, maintenance and repair company. Need a fuel delivery?
We offer automatic fuel delivery, budgets and service plans.

N. Woolley Master HVACR contractor Lic. # 1261

Todd Williams NJ Master plu

A0S\
JWOOLLEY [ WDD_L'-E""

RM3INE EIB2IESEL

years of honest, high quality service.

your HVAC, FUEL AND PLUMBING needs.

908-760-0583

woolleyfuel.com

mber Lic #10534

FUEL . DIESEL
HOME SOLUTIONS 0IL %7 FUEL ._ L
Gl%lb - G - b | ﬁ TFE;ﬁ' r a_‘
— REATIG LoOUS (OfcE st E@E

Is your heating system over 10 years old? Did your system struggle last season?
Consider a more efficient replacement. Avoid last minute emergencies.

LET WOOLLEY PROVIDE YOU WITH A FREE NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE. |

WOOLLEY @

e N
PLUMBIMG « COOLIMG - HEATING - BIOFLUIEL

W, Wy HBER Campracion Lig 4 TH!

wianson Aprilaire { UNAIRE

Score hig savings on heating and cooling costs for years
to come by replacing your old, outdated equipment.

' 0% INTEREST |
" FOR 6 MONTHS '
. NEW HEATING & A/C SYSTEM !

*Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. Ask the vendor
for details. Credit is extended by Synchrony Bank. ©2024 Synchrony.
All rights reserved. May Not Be Combined With Other Offers. Expires: 1/31/2025.

www. woalleyhome.com
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Considering Relocation, Retirement or Second Home?

- You're Invited -

Ideal-LIVING

REAL ESTATE SHOW

THE PREMIER RELOCATION EUENT

Exhibits, Seminars,
Discovery Travel & More.

JANUARY 25-26)

Sat 10am-4pm * Sun 11am-3pm

BRIDGEWATER MARRIOTT
700 COMMONS WAY, BRIDGEWATER, NJ

VIEW DOZENS OF COMMUNITIES FROM NC, FL, SC, VA, GA, DE, PA, TN,
PLUS MEXICO, GREECE, PANAMA, AND DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

* Compare the best new places to vacation, retire or relocate - in one convenient location.

* Discover areas that afford high quality of life yet very low taxes.
* Get answers to your questions by meeting personally with relocation experts & home builders.

Attend Workshops & Presentations Designed to Help You Find Your Ideal Place

* How to Choose Your ldeal Place * New Home — Envision Yours
(Workshop/Relo Guide) * Strategies for Investing & Reducing Taxes
* International Destinations * Selling Your Home in Today's Market

iIdeal-LIVING  THE PREMIER

RELOCATION EVENT
REAL ESTATE SHOW | SATRROA, AN - 4PW & SO, AN - 30

~ JANUARY 25-26, 2025
BRIDGEWATER MARRIGTT
?l:I'l:I Cnmmuns Wa'y' Brldgewat-&r NJ | EeRE

ﬁ Visit: ideal- Iwmg .com/RM ﬁf

e p——

ADMIT TWO

= CALL FOR INFO: 800-736-0321 =

RSVP and receive a FREE Relocation Guide at the Show.
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VOLUNTEERS MODEL CLOTHES FOR CHARITY

Westfield Service League

Twenty volunteers from the Westfield Service
League (WSL) put on a fashion show for the
residents of Cranford Senior Housing on Friday,
November 29th. All the clothing and accessories
modeled was then available for sale.

“We started the Fashion Show as a community
outreach effort and now it is an annual event that
residents look forward to,” said Michele
Williams, founder and co-chair of the show. “The

Photos by Robert Ehrenbeck

(above, I-r) WSL volunteers, Susan McClelland
and Jan Herringer, walk the runway to raise
funds for local non-profits.

STEPHANIE GARDENS
GARWOOD, NJ
1 BR starting at $1,769

Heat & hot water included. Cats allowed.
Conveniently located in residential area.

Call for Availability.
908.789.9198

Professionally managed by DanJon Management Gorp., Inc.

908-889-6584 |

AFFREY

TREE 3° LANDSCAPE
S B ' gstimate

E |
0 b
& |

./ -I.I-F__*h

" QUALITY FIREWOOD

iy 2600Rt.22E

j.. Scotch Plains

- T

725 IJerusaiém Rd e Scotch Plains
www.CaffreyTree.com

goal has always been to provide entertainment to
the seniors while also giving them an opportunity
to shop for inexpensive items in their own
environment, since the majority of them lack
access to transportation."”

Beyond the fashion show, an additional thirty
WSL volunteers set up a Boutique on the
premises where items such as jewelry, toys,
scarves, handbags, hats and gloves, and holiday
décor were purchased. Almost all items were
$5.00 or less. Barbara Cantor and Patty Tata co-
chaired this part of the event and worked with the
volunteers to sell the merchandise.

“This event is wonderful on so many levels.
The seniors have fun, they can buy holiday gifts
for their families and something for themselves,
and we raise money for the non-profits that the
WSL supports,” said Barbara Cantor.

"For the second year in a row, the seniors
received a special gift from Martin Jewelers in
Cranford. We are grateful to owner Ellen Ramer
for providing these gifts," said Patty Tata.

"I'm thrilled with the relationship we have with
the Westfield Service League and thankful to
Michele Williams for coordinating the Annual
Fashion Show and Boutique. I also want to thank
all the volunteers who help to make this such a
special event for our residents each year." said
Cindy Rabinowitz, Executive Director, Cranford
Senior Housing.

The WSL Thrift & Consignment Shop is
located at 114 Elmer Street in Westfield. All net
proceeds from the fashion show, the boutique,
and the shops are given out in grants to local non-
profits that the WSL supports. Last year, the WSL
donated more than $90,000 to 41 organizations.

The shop is open Tuesday through Friday, 9:30
a.m. to 4 p.m., and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. For more information about donations or
volunteering, call 908-233-2530 for the Thrift
Shop or 908-232-1223 for the Consignment
Shop. Visit thewestfieldserviceleague.org and
follow the organization on Facebook and
Instagram.

1-800-TEAM-LAW*®

INJURED?

TELL US YOUR STORY. THE CONSULTATION IS FREE.

TOBIN « KESS5LER * GREENSTEIN = CARUSO « WIENER = KONRAY

ONE OF NEW JERSEY'S
TOP-RATED LAW FIRMS

$10

MILLION

Medical Malpractice

$18

MILLION

$1.9

MILLION

Car Accident

Construction Site Accident

* Personal Injury
* Motor Vehicle Accidents
» Medical Malpractice
= Workers' Compensation

-
i 4
> 'r'j.

WA
\d d

136 Central Avenue
Clark, New Jersey
1-800-TEAM-LAW

+12 Office Locations
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Call Today for a Free Estimate! [& 855.624.6655

GEORGE
TO THEE
RESCUE

Payment Plans
HOME REMODELING GROUP WINDOWS §209 BASEMENTS $395

EITCHEMS 53579 BATHROOMS 5199
ROOFIMNG 3147 DECKSPATION §180
SIDIMNG §38Y PORCHESSTEPS 3165

ROOFING | SIDING | WINDOWS SRR
¥ Decks & Porches W8 KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BASEMENTS el et based o e migiacs
MASONRY | DECKS | PORCHES

VIRTUAL MEETINGS ALSO AVAILABLE

Interior & Exterior Remodeling | Family Owned & Operated
100% FINANCING AVAILABLE | 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

NIDCA |13VHO7755300

[ElMagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com
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CELEBRATING 75 YEARS
NIGHT SKY GAZING

Amateur Astronomers, Inc (AAI) of Cranford,
NJ celebrated their 75th Anniversary on Sunday,
November 17, 2024, at The Westwood Caterers
of Garwood, NJ. In attendance were 53 past and
current members who range from teenagers to
seniors.

AALI has always interested anyone who loves
looking and learning about the night sky. Housed
in the William Miller Sperry Observatory on the
Union College campus in Cranford, the
observatory is open to the public every Friday
night with their twin domes looking at the
heavens. One of the domes houses a 24-inch
reflector and the other dome houses a refractor,
which was constructed by club members. Public
lectures start at 8:30 p.m. on Fridays, they are on
current topics in Astronomy.

Youth lectures are presented by the club at 7:00
p.m. to preregistered scout groups to help them
earn their patches in science. If you are interested
in preregistering a scout group, please contact
info@asterism.org.

The club also celebrates celestial events such
as eclipses by opening the Observatory and
having numerous telescopes outside the building.
For more information about AAI email,
membership@asterism.org or visit asterism.org.

ASTRONOMY DAY - MAY 17, 2025

Amateur Astronomers, Inc. along with the
North Jersey Astronomical Group, two amateur
astronomy clubs located in New Jersey, are once
again holding their annual Astronomy Day on
Saturday, May 17, 2025. The event will be held
in 2 locations: Trailside Nature & Science Center
in Mountainside in the afternoon and at William
Miller Sperry Observatory on the campus of
Union College in Cranford in the evening. The
theme is "Solar Max, Unlocking the Secrets of
the Sun." This is a family friendly event that
focuses on learning about our Sun and its impact
on us, and also about astronomy and related
sciences in a fun and easy to understand
atmosphere. This event appeals to both children
and adults. The event is free and open to the
public and does not require preregistration. So,
mark your calendars for Saturday, May 17, 2025,
and come out to learn more about the Sun and our
universe!

(above) AAI has always interested anyone who
loves learning about the night sky. Housed in
the William Miller Sperry Observatory on the

Union College campus in Cranford, the
observatory is open to the public every Friday
nights. One of the domes houses a 24-inch
reflector and the other dome houses a
refractor,. Public lectures start at 8:30 p.m. on
Fridays, on current topics in Astronomy.

AN UNUSUAL GOOSE REHABBED AND RELEASED

The Raptor Trust
The Brant goose, with its compact size and
striking black-and-white plumage, is a

remarkable bird. Adapted to drink saltwater, these
geese embark on long migratory journeys from
their Arctic breeding grounds to coastal winter

habitats. Look for them in estuaries, mudflats,
and saltmarshes, where they thrive throughout the
winter months.

Recently, The Raptor Trust treated a Brant
goose (Admit #21-4190) found in Long Valley
with wounds from a predator attack. After

intensive care, including suturing lacerations,

take to the skies (or water) once more! It was a

treating an eye injury and parasites, this resilient
bird was successfully released at Sandy Hook on
November 2nd.
ABOUT THE RAPTOR TRUST

The Raptor Trust is a 501(c)3 non-profit
organization located at 1390 White Bridge Rd.,
Millington, NJ. They provide free care and
assistance to injured, sick, or orphaned wild
birds. They offer educational programs to the
public about wild birds, especially birds of prey.
They strive to provide a human example for
others. For more information about upcoming
events, to make a donation, and volunteer
opportunities visit info@theraptortrust.org. To
report an injured wild bird call 908-647-2353.

(above) We're thrilled to see this Brant goose

charming patient.
Photo by The Raptor Trust

MAKE 2025
YOUR YEAR.

You set the goals, we'll help FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT *
you reach them! FOR SOIAL RESPONSBLTY

INVEST IN YOUR BEST SELF
PERSONAL TRAINING

QOur nationally-certified personal
trainers are ready to create an
individualized program that will meet
your specific needs and goals.

INTRO SPECIAL:

3 individual 45-minute personal
training sessions for $119!
Fill out the interest form on ouf website to get staned.

BUDDY

,.*'f
UP! ’?‘ h\\.\

Join with a friend and you'll
both enjoy a free month of
membership

Oiffer valid lan 1-31 . Both members must maintadn
acthve memberships for 3 months to gualify,

START TODAY:

greo.de/fjoin-the-y

CRANFORD YMCA
401 Centennial Avenue, Street, Cranford
908-B44-YMCA [9622) » www.westfieldynj.org/cy

The Cranford YMCA ix the newest branch of the Westfield Area YMCA which has been
Garwoed, Mountainside and Westficld since 1923, Financial assistance is avallable for
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MY HANDYMAN & PAINTER m[;-

QUALITY HOME IMPROVEMENTS "
o

AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

e Deck Repairs & Staining

e Sheetrock, Install & Repair

e Painting, Electric & Plumbing
e Windows, Siding & Roofing
 Basement Waterproofing &alzgl

732-331-9572 oy

www.MyHandymanAndPainter.com

View our Google Reviews
] ;
MasterCard. VISA AMERICAN o\
I EXBRESS LS

Licensed & Insured
4.9 Google  |jcense #13VH11554200
N

!!!!!

B ,_
IT'S THE SEASON FOR
e supor INDOOR REMODELLING

KITCHEN UPDATING __ BATHROOM RENOVATIONS

MY HANDYMAN & PAINTER LLC. 100 WALNUT AVE, SUITE 210. CLARK NJ 07066
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CRANFORD WELCOMES IN THE HOLIDAYS WITH SANTA S HELP

Santa made his annual visit to the Springfield
Avenue Gazebo in downtown Cranford on
November 29th. He was welcomed by carolers
before he lit the Christmas tree and posed for
photos.

SOCK-IT-TO THEM

Now thru January 20th, the St. Mark AME
Church, 34 High Street, Cranford, is having
their second annual sock drive. The drive is
aiming to collect 1,000 pairs of new socks for
the homeless community again this year. The
socks will be distributed to at least 3 homeless
shelters.

Last year the drive surpassed their goal of
1,000 pair of new socks and distributed them
to the Raphael House Inc in Elizabeth, NJ;
PROCEED Inc in Elizabeth, NJ, and the
Fairmount Health Services Shelter in
Newark, NJ.

This year, we are asking the community to
help us reach and surpass our goal of 1,000 new
pairs of socks. It’s so easy to contribute; just stop
by the church St. Mark AME Church, at 34 High
Street, Cranford, NJ drop your socks off in the
orange bin on the front or side steps. The bins
will be emptied daily. The drive will conclude
on Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January
20th, and the socks will be distributed to the
homeless community the following week.
Thank you for your support.

If you have questions, please contact the

church at stmarkamecranford@gmail.com or
call 908-276-3449.

REAL PUPPIES
at ynur NEXT PARTY

GREAT FOR AGES
1 172 to adults

>~ www.PuppyParty.com
INFOEPUPPYPARTY.CcOM

718 930 1914

ALL PUPPIES for SALE

ST. PATRICKS PARADE COMING TO CRANFORD

A newly formed Cranford based committee
has just announced that there will be a First
Annual St. Patrick’s Parade in Cranford next
year. Committee Chairman and Township
Commissioner, Dr. Terrence Curran explained,
“We are long overdue for such an event in a town
like Cranford that has such a tremendous affinity
for the Irish. It’ll be a great day for everyone.”

The parade will be held on Sunday, March 16,
the day before the actual St. Patrick’s Day is
celebrated. It will step off from the Community

through town, ending at the Post Office Plaza on
Miln Street. At the Plaza there will be an
exhibition of Irish Step Dancing by the Shea
Jennings School of Irish Dance, as well as the
traditional pipes and drums and other
attractions.

The Committee also announced that the first
Grand Marshall of the parade will be Kilkenny’s
own Barry O’Donovan. The committee will also
name the annual Irishman and Irishwomen of the
year which is forthcoming shortly. Please be sure

Center on Walnut Avenue and wind its way to save the date.

Vilhe SAM*S LA
LANDSCAPING

COMPLETE PROPERTY CARE 4
JYOUR{LOCALYHARDS CAPEISILANDSCARE: RTS,
LEAF REMOVAL/PROPERTY CLEANUP

ENJOY OUR OFF-
SEASON HARDSCAPING
SERVICES SUCH AS
PAVERS AND PATIOS!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR ALL OF OUR SERVICES

SSAMSLANDSCAEING.COM

CUSTOMER SEII'II"I'F.;'E OUR BUSINESS: LANDSCAPING - OUR SPECIALTY!

FREE
ESTIMATES




SPIRITUAL? CURIOUS? SEEKING?

Do you consider yourself spiritual? Are you
curious about what people are talking about
when they speak of having faith or being
spiritual? Are you seeking peace of mind, of
heart of soul?

Come and see for yourself. Come and explore
the Christian faith. Come and discuss with other
seekers what is on your mind, what you cannot
talk about except with other seekers. Come to an
Alpha gathering.

Alpha is for everybody that wants to discuss
seeking answers to life’s big questions. Why are
we here? Is this all there is to life? Where are we
going? How do I attain peace of mind, heart, and
soul? Whether you are young or old, have faith
or are atheist or agnostic, Alpha provides a safe
environment for exploring our big questions
about life.

We begin by sharing a meal together and

getting to know each other. We watch a video
together then break into small groups for
uninhibited discussion about what is on our
minds.

The series runs for 12 weeks on Monday
nights beginning at 7:30 p.m. and ending at 9:00
p-m. It will begin February 3rd, 2025, and end
May 12th, 2025. Three of the sessions are live in
person and the remainder are on Zoom. There is
no cost to participate. You will need a desire for
frank discussion, a willingness to participate and
a commitment to attend. You will also need a
computer or smartphone capable of Zoom
sessions.

The live in person sessions will be held at
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, 1571 S.
Martine Ave., Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

To register go onto IHMParish.net. If you
have any questions, please call 908-889-2100.

Alpha Winter/Spring 2025 13-week pn:gram relurns

Monday February 3, 2025
7:00 PM LIVE SCREENING + DINNER

@ The Nazareth Center
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church
1571 South Martine Ave. Scotch Plains, NJ

More details available at www.ihm

ﬂi

rish.net/alph

“Family care for newborns through 100"

Vanguard

Medical
Group

Guiding You to Better Health.
House Calls, Open 6 Days, Evening hours
570 South Ave E, Bldg. G | Cranford, NJ 07016
Make your appointment today! 908.272.7990
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NOW SOWiNG

Cranford Public Library

Thanks to a generous donation from the
Cranford Jaycees and the Cranford Elks, we were
able to restock the Native Seed Library! The
library, located in a card catalog by the building's
front entrance, is packed with seeds that are
available to the community at no cost. As always,
please take only what you need and limit yourself
to three seed packets a week.

All of the plants are local ecotypes and support
biodiversity. We have added: Common Yarrow,
Eastern Columbine, New England Aster, Purple
Coneflower, Joe Pye Weed, Wild Bergamot,
Blackeyed Susan, Wrinkeleaf Goldenrod, Golden
Alexanders, and a variety of Milkweeds.

CELEBRATING OVER 95 YEARS
OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

1.'1--“‘l ".

;x"'“

‘h'\_-l" . h".]'\-..l,

=
Try .

% =
#SMS STRONG
Registrations for the 2025-2026
academic year are now bheing accepted
¢ Faith-based environment

¢ Early Childhood Program
Pre K3 & Pre K4 (Full & Half Day)

¢ Full Day academically based
Kindergarten

* Primary, Elementary,
and Middle School curriculums

* Controlled class size
* Average 16:1 student-teacher ratio

® Chromebooks for grades 2-8

¢ Before and after care programs
are available daily on site

® Member of the National Catholic
Education Association (NCEA)

* Accredited by the Middle States
Association Commission
on Elementary Schools

OPEN HOUSE SCHEDULE
Thursday, January 23, 2025
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Sunday, January 26, 2025
11:00 pm - 1:30 pm
PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL
FOR MORE INFORMATION
PLEASE CALL
(908) 276-9425
100 Alden Street, Cranford, NJ
www.smscranford.com
E-Mail: saint.michael@verizon.net
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COLDWELL BAMKER
REALTY

The highest compliment I can receive
is a referral from a satisfied client.

Cell 908-202-1702 * O: 908-233-5555
ElizabethBHomes.com

Efax 908-935-0960 o elizabeth.bataille@gmail.com

209 Central Ave,Westfield, NJ 07090

Top 1%
Sales Associate
Nationwide

Elizabeth Bataille

Sales Associate

CR ..

EDWARD ]. HOBBIE MARK E. HOBBIE

HOBBIE & HOBBIE
ATTORNEYS AT LAW, LLC

Celebrating over 50 years of service ¢ Estate Administration

to the Cranford and Westfield area.

908-276-4777

hobbieandhobbie.com « Real Estate
fax: 908-709-1663
edward@hobbieandhobbie.com mark@hobbieandhobbie.com

¢ Will and Trusts
¢ Elder Law

476 South Avenue. East, Cranford, NJ 07016-0863

CUSTOM MATTRESSES MADE TO ORDER!

Any Size ¢ Natural » Double Sided ¢ Affordable Mattresses

A Family Business Since 1902.
“ ORANGE MATTRESS

@ ——CUSTOM BEDDING —

800-761-1100 |,

mycustombedding.com - )
. Matressesy * Mattress Tgppers Call T.oday
X or Visit Our
* Box Springs * Pillows Showroom

« Round Beds * Hybrid Mattresses in Clark, NJ.
* Adjustable Beds ° Custom Sheets 1049 Raritan Road

Will beat any competitor price for same or similar product.

LOOKING FOR A MOVER?

* Residential and Commercial Relocation

e Warehouse Delivery
e Junk Removal 'Ffa‘l%_‘q'?s

e Loading / Unloading  RELIABLE, TRUSTED

* Packing / Unpacking  LOCAL MOVERS

¢ Furniture Moving I
 Equipment Moving -

¢ Assemply / Disassemply

o s
[= @Moversrocktransport 209-622'3705

E i MoversRockTransportLLC  MoversRockTransportLLC@gmail.com

“ALL PIPES|

Plumbing
Heating and

ir Conditioning
aster Plumber Lic. #12951

Located in
ord, NJ

Bonded &
Insured

908-499-9092

KOC ASSIST SANTA’S VISIT TO SAINT MICHAEL'S

The Knights of Columbus supported Saint
Michael School with their annual Breakfast with
Santa held on Saturday, December 7th. The
Knights not only donated the entire breakfast but
also provided two shifts of 40 Knights who
helped cook, clean, and distribute coloring
books and crayons to the children. The highlight
of the morning was when Santa arrived, walked
through the cafeteria, and sat with each child to
hear their Christmas wish.

The Cranford Knights of Columbus is a

Catholic fraternal organization dedicated to our
four Core Principles: Charity, Unity, Fraternity,
and Patriotism. The Cranford Council supports
many charitable and civic causes locally,
statewide, and nationally, and we are committed
to being a positive and active part of our
community.

For information about joining the Council,
please contact our Grand Knight, Tom Turner, at
908-884-4083 or wvisit our website at

cranfordknights.org.

(above) The Cranford Knights of Columbus not only donated the entire breakfast but also
provided two shifts of 40 Knights who helped cook, clean, and distribute coloring books and

crayons to the children.

Courtesy photo

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
AT NEW JERSEY BLOOD SERVICES

New Jersey Blood Services (NJBS), a division
of New York Blood Center, which provides blood
for local patients, is looking for a few good
volunteers. The blood drive volunteer is an
integral member of our team whose tasks include
assisting donors with registration and/or at the
refreshment area. No medical background
necessary. Volunteers should be outgoing to
provide friendly customer service, be able to
perform tasks as needed, must provide proof of

W. Shuster
& Son, Inc.
GARAGE DOORS

& ELECTRIC OPENERS

Serving the Trade since 1938

908-756-8541

www.shusterdoors.com
NJ Lic #13VH07727000 BBB Accredited Business

______________________________________________

1
1
1
! - - - 1
: with any size joh. ]
1 1
! Just mention this ad. Expires 1/31/25 !

______________________________________________

COVID Vaccination prior to volunteering and
must have transportation. All training is provided
including additional precautions for the safety of
our team and blood donors. For additional
information call or text Sharon Zetts, Manager,
NJBS Volunteer Services at 732-850-8906,
Monday to Thursday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

To apply online as a blood drive volunteer,

please go to:

volgistics.com/appform/2127944197

KONANTIQUES

WE Buy ANTIQUES

FREE HOUSE CALLS
908-578-7593

WE BUY: Sterling Silver, Antique Jewelry, Costume Jewelry, Coins,
Art, Watches & Clocks, Porcelain, Modern Items (50’s, 60’s, 70’s),
Antique Toys, Asian Decorative Arts, Judaica, Lighting, Military Items

Over20  Some Furniture, Hummel & Lladro Figurines
years of
Experience
Located
in Summit

Al's Carpentry Jy

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall
Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Call: 908.451.2230

ﬂls-{:ﬂrpﬂntr}frf@ﬂﬂl.ﬂﬂm Electrical Lic. # 14616

& Plumbing w #8660

Free on-site consultation at your home or business

info@konantiques.com




GRIEF FACILITATORS WELCOMED; VOLS SOUGHT

The staff at Imagine, A Center for Coping with
Loss are so pleased to welcome 10 new
facilitators to their wonderful team of volunteers!
The new facilitators completed three full days of
training where they learned about Dr. Alan
Wolfelt’s Companioning Model practiced at
Imagine, and role-played situations in which they
used their new facilitation skills assisted by
members of the Imagine staff.

One of the participants in the training shared a
bit about her experience saying: “I was amazed
by the way a group of strangers could feel so safe
in a non-judgmental environment to share their
most vulnerable feelings and stories.” Another
spoke about the Imagine staff who facilitated the
training sharing: “All three facilitators were more
than generous of heart and spirit.”

Each of the new volunteers is now facilitating
a grief support group on one of Imagine’s Nights
of Support in Mountainside or Newark. The staff
at Imagine are so grateful to welcome this new
team of volunteers! One of the largest hurdles the
staff at Imagine faces in meeting the demand for

I
¢

their services is finding compassionate
individuals like those above, who can dedicate
their time and talents to volunteer.

If you would like to explore the possibility of
joining Imagine’s incredible team of volunteers,
please visit their website at imaginenj.org to
complete their interest form, or contact
Imagine’s Communications and Volunteer
Engagement Manager, Val Stierhoff at
val@imaginenj.org. Additional trainings are
planned for youth facilitators in January, and for
adults in February and May 2025.

Imagine, A Center for Coping with Loss is a
501c3 that offers grief and loss education and
training to the community and free year-round
grief support groups for children ages 3-18 and
young adults 19-30 who are coping with a loss
due to death. Concurrently, support groups are
available for the parents and guardians of the
children in the groups and offered in English and
Spanish. For more information, please contact
Imagine at 908-264-3100 or info@imaginenj.org
or visit our website at imaginenj.org.

(above, I-r) Participants in Imagine s recent facilitator training. Back Row: Indira Jagoo,
Imagine’s Newark Clinical Program Director, Cynthia White; Zeinab Fattahi; Virginia Farnum,
Arlette Rodriguez, Tikeisha Johnson, Rena Jordan, Imagine's Chief Development Olfficer;,
Sonia Nunez, Imagine s Bilingual Program Manager, Ruth Lushen, Front Row: Abigail Priece,
Imagine’s Clinical Program Supervisor, Tracy Maitin; Téanna Johnson and Caroline Hislip

Fresh & Clean Cleaning Services
CLEANING:  Sperking

Clean

HOME & OFFICE Every Time

FREE ESTIMATES
Call or Text Owner: Cindy

201-925-9661

Blow Out
Clearance Sale

30 - 70% OFF

La Marque Furs
908.322.1414

LaMarqueFurs.com

1721 E 2nd Street
Scotch Plains
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CHILDREN’S GRIEF
AWARENESS EFFORTS
RECOGNIZED

Cranford Township Committee proclaimed
National Children’s Grief Awareness Month
(observed in October) and Children’s Grief
Awareness Day (observed every year on the third
Thursday in November) during its official
meeting on November 12, 2024. Pictured,
Cranford Mayor Brian Andrews presents the
proclamation to Pat Keefe, a board member of
Imagine. The mission of Imagine is to support
children and families coping with loss and to
foster resiliency and emotional well-being for all
those who grieve. Imagine currently is serving
600 children and family members in New Jersey,
and among those Imagine is supporting six
families in Cranford. Learn more about Image at
imaginenj.org.

Photo by Township of Cranford

REYNOLDS PLUMBING
(908) 276-5367
(201) 666-0003

Cranford, NJ

o www.reynolds-plumbing.net

193 Lou DiFabio Dan DiFabio
Lic. #4237 Lic. #11749

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Mr. J's Deli

Custom Catering

for Any Size Party!
.( Book Your Playoff and
» Championship Game Parties!

¢ 3-6 Foot Sub Sandwiches
|1 o Sloppy Joe Platters ¢ Wrap Platters
— o Hot & Cold Foods e Salads  Wings

e Sub Platters e Chicken Fingers
Plan Ahead - Call Today

908-272-0370

See our full menu online at:

mrjsdeliincranford.com
15 Walnut Ave. Cranford, NJ
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CRANFORD LIBRARY JANUARY PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS

224 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016 ® Tel: 908-709-7272 ¢ Email: cranfordlibrary@cranfordlibrary.org ® cranfordlibrary.org
Hours: Monday-Thursday 10am-9pm, Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-5pm, Sunday Closed

Friends of the Library Used Book Sale
Thursday, January 9 - Saturday, January 11
Looking for some good reading at bargain prices? The
Friends of the Cranford Public Library invite you to visit
their Used Book Sale in the Cranford Public Library’s
Friendly Book Cellar from Thursday, January 9, through
Saturday, January 11, 2025. Saturday is bag day. We
provide the bags. Browse through thousands of books at
low prices. This sale is open to all, and registration is
required. Attendees are invited to sign up for a one-hour
session, starting on the hour. Please sign up for one
session only; reservations for multiple sessions on one
day will be canceled except for the first session booked.
Only cash and checks are accepted; no credit or debit
cards. Registration is required and can be done through
our website.

1:1 Senior Tech Help Appointments
Tuesdays starting at 1pm

Have questions about your smartphone, tablet, or other
device? Register for a 15-minute tech help appointment

with a librarian. Register online or contact the library.
Appointments are weekly on Tuesdays from 1-2:30pm at

the Cranford Community Center. This program is co-

sponsored by the Cranford Public Library and the
Cranford Community Center.

Romance Readers Book Club
Monday, January 6, at 7pm
Join us for January’s Romance Readers Book Club.
Please keep an eye on our website for the book title. If
you don't want to read that book, or for some reason
can't find a copy, feel free to come anyway to discuss
whichever romance you've recently read.

Movie Night
Wednesday, January 8, at 7pm

Join us the first Wednesday of the month for a screening
of a recently released DVD! Please visit our website or
contact the library for film titles.

Lit Cafe
Saturday, January 11, at 10:15am
Literary Café is a book chat program. The format is
simple: Bring a few of your recent favorite books and
tell the other members of the group what you like about
them. If you don’t have a copy of the book you want to
talk about, that’s okay, too. The books can be new or old,

FAMILY GAME NIGHT
JANUARY 10

The Cranford Prevention & Wellness
Alliance’s (CPAW) popular Family Game Night
is returning this January, just in time for the dog
days of winter. The event will be held at the
Cranford Community Center at 220 Walnut Ave,
from 6-9 p.m. on Friday, January 10th, and
welcomes parents and children to meet up for a
fun night of board games with families from
town.

Cranford Family Game Night is part of the
continuing efforts of the CPAW to prevent
underage substance abuse in town, and to
encourage positive health choices. Particularly at
this time of year, Family Game Night is a great
opportunity for everyone to emerge from
hibernation, disconnect from devices for the
evening, listen to music and play board games
with each other, while interacting with fellow
neighbors. Please note that parents must remain
at the event with their children. The CPAW looks
forward to seeing you at the Community Center,
on Friday, January 10th, at 6 p.m.

fiction or non-fiction, classic or contemporary. There is
no required reading, and you will have the opportunity to
learn about books recommended by other group
members. Admission is free and all are welcome. Light
refreshments provided by the Friends of the Cranford
Public Library. Attend in person or on Zoom (contact
library for link).
International Film
Monday, January 13, at 12:30pm and 7pm
Join us for an International film screening. The same
film will be shown at 12:30pm and 7pm. Please contact
the library for the film title. Please note the new start
time for the afternoon showing.

Adults Create
Tuesday, January 14, at 7pm

Join us the second Tuesday of the month for crafts! This
month we are making snowmen —or whatever you want—

with recycled corks! Space is limited; please visit the

library or our website to register. Sponsored by the
Friends of the Cranford Public Library.
Vinyl Revival
Wednesday, January 15, at 7pm

Did you know: that we are in the midst of a resurgence

of vinyl records? In 2022, vinyl record sales in the US
outperformed CDs for the first time since 1987.Most of
the record albums being reissued are from the early ‘60’s
up through the 70’s, and record collectors are looking for
the ORIGINAL copies of these reissues and as a result,

values have increased significantly.
Are there hidden gems packed away in that cardboard
box that could be worth hundreds or even thousands?
Are you interested in knowing how to determine if a
record you own is valuable?

Join Lance Jacobs, Scotch Plains resident (and record
collector) as we explore how to “read” a record.
Websites considered by many as authoritative regarding
values will also be discussed and shared. You can
actively participate by bringing a record you think may
have some value. Sponsored by the Friends of the
Cranford Public Library.

Theater Project
Saturday, January 18, at 2pm
The Friends of the Cranford Public Library invite
everyone to attend a live theatrical performance! New

PRESENTED BY CRANFORD F'RE\I'EN'I'IIEH

Bring the family, play old favorites,
learn a new game, or bring one to share!

ALL AGES ARE WELCOME!
FRIDAY JANUARY 10TH

6:00-8:00 PM

This & ol & drop off svent. All chddren must e a
pafent present

Cranford C Caonter
220 Walrirt Ave Cranfond M.

https://www.ourbestcranford.org

Jersey’s own Theater Project will present a reading of an
original short play. The reading will be followed by a
question and answer session with the audience, director,
playwright and cast. This program has been made
possible by funds from the Union County Office of
Cultural & Heritage Affairs, a partner of the New Jersey
State Council on the Arts. Funds have also been provided
by the Friends of the Cranford Public Library. No
registration needed.

Wednesday Morning Adult Craft
Wednesday, January 22, at 10am
Join us in the teen zone for a new monthly adult craft
program on Wednesday mornings! Sponsored by the
Friends of the Cranford Public Library. Today we are
making puzzle mosaics. Registration is recommended
and can be done through our website.
Trivia Night
Wednesday, January 22, at 7pm
Join us for another fun evening of trivia! This free event
is hosted by the Friends of the Cranford Public Library!
Join us in the Community Room on the first floor of the
Community Center! Feel free to bring your own snacks
and (non-alcoholic) drinks. Prizes awarded to the
winning team. Please visit our website or contact the
library to register.
Matcha and Coffee Painting
Monday, January 27, at 7pm
Join us at The Morning Roast Downtown to learn
watercolor techniques with coffee and matcha powder,
led by a local teaching artist. Open to adults and teens
11+. Space is limited and registration is required.
Going, Going, Gone
Tuesday, January 28, at 7pm
In “Going Going Gone” Maryanne Christiano-Mistretta
will take a walk down memory lane and talk about
products that are either on their way out the door, or
completely obsolete. Some may surprise you! Items
we’ll discuss include VHS video tapes, phone booths
(and making phone calls in general!), newspapers, maps,
dial-up internet, encyclopedias, CDs, landline phones,
jukeboxes, green stamps, address books, subway tokens,
and red pistachio nuts!
Darkroom Drop in-Wednesdays
from 5:30pm-8:30pm
Photographers of all levels are invited to connect, share
their work, talk shop, and work in the darkroom. The
Darkroom is located in the Arts & Crafts Room on the
second floor of the Community Center, the space is
wheelchair-accessible.

| BUY OLD MOTORCYCLES

All Types - Running or Not
Call or Text Glenn

&, 732-556-7636

Same Day

We Pay Cash

" WIRED RITE
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
ALL PHASES OF ELECTRICAL WORK
Electrical Repair « Control Wiring + Circuit Breakers
Electrical Panels « Smart Home Services + Boilers

» Smoke Detectors - FREE Estimates
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT - 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

201-600-35303@, M,
SHORT CIRCUIT SPECIALIST



mailto:cranfordlibrary@cranfordlibrary.org

CRANFORD MONTHLY - Page 16 - January 2025

Marano & Sons Auto Sales:
Not only do we sell l1ate model pre-owned vehicles,
but we will buy your car!
Any car no matter how old. We will buyout your lease,

payoff your loan, pick it up at your house.

MARANO &

SONS

Keeping your car?

Did you know you can purchase an
extended warranty for your vehicle?

- coverage up to 120,000 miles - even if
you did not buy it from Marano & Sons.

Visit our website to value your car

MaranoSonsAuto.com

|ocaﬁ°“5 507-13 South Avenue 908-789-1551
W wood, NJ 150 South Avenue 908-789-0555
In Gar Fax 908-789-1792

LOOKING FOR A CAR, TRUCK OR SUV?

Visit our lots or shop at home. Search over 135 vehicles
by Make / Model/ Year/ Color / Body type / Engine specs / etc.

Like us on
i Facebook!!! Credit problems? Call us to get you approved!




