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CALL FOR DETAILS 
908-418-5586

GROW YOUR 
BUSINESS

Place your ad 
in this space 

and be in 
every mailbox 

in town!

Call Joe Renna  
908-447-1295

AN OLD-FASHIONED CHRISTMAS AT THE NITSCHKE HOUSE
During a Sunday, Dec. 8 (12-4 p.m.), Holiday Celebration 

Featuring "An Old-Fashioned Christmas" at the Oswald J. 
Nitschke House (49 S. 21 Street), visitors will have an 
opportunity to meet and take photos with Santa from Victorian 
times, tour the c. 1880 home authentically decorated for the 
holiday, view exhibits, enjoy favorite holiday tunes sung by 
the Christmas Matters Holiday Carolers (dressed in Dickens-
style attire) and visit the site's Christkindlmarkt featuring 
handcrafted items, baked goods and other holiday treats. Tours 
will be offered in English and Spanish. The Kenilworth 
Education Association PEP Committee is generously 
sponsoring the carolers’ performance. 

Admission to the Dec. 8 event is free. Visitors are invited to 
bring, for the Nitschke House Cultural Heritage Tree, an 
ornament labeled with their family name and heritage. 

Shown here from last year’s holiday celebration are 
Victorian Santa with the Christmas Matters Carolers, Santa 
with some of the many children who visited the Nitschke 
House during the event and volunteers at the annual 
multicultural Christkindlmarkt.
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Renna Media LLC, Publishers 
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016 

Kenilworth Business Life is published by Renna Media. 
3,500 newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every 
business and resident in Kenilworth, NJ. Although great care 
has been taken to ensure the information contained within is 
accurate, Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or 
omissions.  

©2024 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced 
without written consent from Renna Media LLC. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone 
you know accomplish something amazing? 
We are interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your 
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

 
ADVERTISING 

Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ Kenilworth Business Life

TWO FAMILY BUSINESSES 
ARE BACK TOGETHER. 
WOOLLEY WELCOMES BACK C.T. WILLIAMS & SON PLUMBING

Is your heating system over 10 years old? Did your system struggle last season?  
Consider a more efficient replacement. Avoid last minute emergencies. 
LET WOOLLEY PROVIDE YOU WITH A FREE NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE. 

Stay warm with Woolley. Contact us for all  
your HVAC, FUEL AND PLUMBING needs.  

908-760-0583 
woolleyfuel.com

Score big savings on heating and cooling costs for years  
to come by replacing your old, outdated equipment. 

0% INTEREST 
FOR 6 MONTHS 
NEW HEATING & A/C SYSTEM 

*Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. Ask the vendor  
for details. Credit is extended by Synchrony Bank. ©2024  Synchrony.  

All rights reserved. May Not Be  Combined With Other Offers. Expires: 12/31/2024. 

We are a family-owned company celebrating 100 years of honest, high quality service.  
We are a full-service installation, maintenance and repair company. Need a heating  
tune up or ac start up? We provide that too, along with Woolley Service plans.

WOOLLEY’S PROUD PARTNERS

N. Woolley Master HVACR contractor Lic. # 1261 
Todd Williams NJ Master plumber Lic #10534

Todd Williams 
NJ Master plumber

KENILWORTH 
GARDEN CENTER 
kenilworthgarden.com

A&A Landscaping 908-276-4443 
Shrub Installations and Privacy Planting

• Chimenias • Shrubs • Small Plants  
• Outdoor Garden Items • Amish Made Woodwork 
• Concrete Figurines and Religious Statues  

made in the USA.

491 Boulevard, Kenilworth 

908-272-6659 HIC#13VH01254900

Unique items at 
discounted prices.

CHRISTMAS TREES, WREATHS 
CEMETERY PIECES AND GRAVE COVERS

Christmas Decorations
• Wreaths & Garlands 
• Outdoor Decorations 
• And Much More

20th Annual 

CHRISTMAS 
WAREHOUSE SALE 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
ARTIFICIAL CHRISTMAS TREES

Up to 15’

$10 off $50 (before tax) 
$20 off $100 (before tax) 
One coupon per customer. Can not be  

combined with any other offer. 

3614 Kennedy Road 
South Plainfield, NJ 
10 am to 4 pm – 7 days a week 

(closed Thanksgiving Day)

Cash No Checks 

y [ 
All Sales Final

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT NJ BLOOD SERVICES
New Jersey Blood Services (NJBS), a division 

of New York Blood Center, which provides blood 
for local patients, is looking for a few good 
volunteers. The blood drive volunteer is an 
integral member of our team whose tasks include 
assisting donors with registration and/or at the 
refreshment area. No medical background 
necessary. Volunteers should be outgoing to 
provide friendly customer service, be able to 
perform tasks as needed, must provide proof of 

COVID Vaccination prior to volunteering and 
must have transportation. All training is provided 
including additional precautions for the safety of 
our team and blood donors. For additional 
information call or text Sharon Zetts, Manager, 
NJBS Volunteer Services at 732-850-8906, 
Monday to Thursday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

To apply online as a blood drive volunteer,  
please go to:  
volgistics.com/appform/2127944197
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SENIOR CITIZENS 60TH 
ANNIVERSARY GALA

Kenilworth Senior Citizens Club 60th 
Anniversary Gala will be held at The Westwood 
in Garwood, NJ on December 12, 2024, from 12-
4 p.m. For tickets or information call 
908-208-4916 or 908-902-8123. Tickets must be 
purchased no later than Nov. 29, 2024. Members 
$35.00, non-members $40.00. A sit-down 
luncheon includes salad, pasta, choice of 3 
entrees and desert. There will also be soda, wine, 
a DJ for music, games, door prizes, and more!

Kenilworth Senior Citizens Club 

60TH ANNIVERSARY GALA 
at 

THE WESTWOOD IN GARWOOD 
438 N. Ave Garwood 

DECEMBER 12, 2024 
12:00-4:00 PM 

For tickets or information  
call 908-208-4916 or 908-902-8123 

Tickets must be purchased  
no later than 11/29/2024 

Event partially funded by the generosity  
of the Errington Fund 

MEMBERS $35.00 
NON-MEMBERS$40.00 

SIT DOWN LUNCHEON INCLUDES 
SALAD, PASTA CHOICE OF 3 ENTRÉES 

AND DESSERT, SODA, WINE, DJ, 

Upscale Missy Boutique 
Casual - Cocktail - & Accessories 
908-285-0554      cachetnj.com 

112 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 
cachetboutique cachetwestfield

LIBRARY PROGRAMS AND EVENTS

WEEKLY PROGRAMS:  
Bingo For Children 

Mondays at 6:30pm – 7:00pm 
December 2, 9 & 16 

Bingo games for children ages 3 & up 
Lap Sit 

Tuesdays at 10:30am – 10:50am 
December 3 & 17 

Interactive stories and songs 
for ages 0 – 2 years old 

PJ Story Time 
Tuesdays at 6:30pm – 7:00pm 

December 3, 10 & 17 
Children are welcome to attend this story time 

program dressed in their pajamas and bring 
along a favorite stuffed animal for ages 3 & up. 

CRAFTS 
Fridays on  December 6 & 20 

at 3:30pm - 4:00pm 
Registration is required for 

each individual craft. 
Ages; 4 - 9 

DECEMBER SPECIAL EVENTS 
Registration is required for all special events. 
Kenilworth residents may register one week 

prior to each event. Out of town residents may 
register two days prior to each event, 

space permitting. 
Boogie Woogie Babies 

10:30am – 11:00am on Tuesday, 
December 10 

Interactive musical program will be presented 
by Tiffany Taylor  

for ages: 0-  4 
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED. 

Yoga Story Time 
10:30am – 11:00am on 

Wednesday, December 11 
Join us for stories and yoga poses for the 

youngest listeners and their caregiver. 
Ages: 2 – 5 

Read To A Dog 
Tuesday, December 17 at 4:00pm – 5:00pm 
For early beginning readers and those who are 
learning to read. Young, reluctant, or struggling 

readers are encouraged to register for this 
program and read aloud for 15 minutes with 

certified therapy dog, Petey. Children will learn 
to associate reading with being with this furry, 

non-judgmental listener and begin to view 
reading in a positive way. Over time, the 
child’s reading ability and confidence can 

improve because they are practicing their skills. 
Registration is required. Readers may register 

for a 15-minute visit. 
Good Tyme String Band 

Wednesday, December 18 at 
10:30am – 11:00am 

All ages are welcome to attend and enjoy 
foot tapping  

knee slapping banjo music. 
KENILWORTH PUBLIC LIBRARY 

ADULT PROGRAMS 
ESL CONVERSATION FOR ADULTS 

Tuesdays -  December 3, 10 & 17 
at 5:30pm - 6:30pm 

Saturdays – December 7 & 21 
at 10:30am - 12:00pm 

Want to practice or learn more English?  
We will be hosting a free program for adults 

ages 18 & over. 
For more information, please call Krissantonia 

at 973-309-6971. 
Ready To Hatch 

A Workshop For Expectant Mothers 
Saturday, December 14 
at 10:30am – 11:00am 

This program is designed to empower 
expectant mothers as their babies first and most 

important teacher and provide information 
about early 

literacy programs offered here at the library.

908-276-2451 • www.kenilworthlibrary.org/ • 548 Boulevard, Kenilworth, NJ 07033 
Mon, Tue, Thu 10 a.m - 8 p.m; Wed, Fri 10 a.m - 5 p.m; Sat 10 a.m - 2 p.m; Sun: Closed



Kenilworth Life • Page 5 • December 2024             

Call or Text Ray 24/7 for Emergencies 973-718-0020 
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 800-206-8529

$350-$450

$250-$350

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12/31/24.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12/31/24.

FOUNDATION REPAIRS BEFORE & AFTER

CHIMNEY LINERS

SLATE ROOF SPANISH STYLE ROOF NEW STEPS

CHIMNEY REPAIRS SHINGLE ROOF FLAT TOP ROOF

24/7 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE

ANY ROOF REPAIR

ANY CHIMNEY JOB

$800OFF ANY NEW 
ROOF JOB

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 12/31/24.

15% SENIOR CITIZEN 
DISCOUNT

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12/31/24.

CHIMNEY CLEANING
STARTING AT $150
MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12/31/24.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12/31/24.

$300OFF ANY JOB
of $2,000 or more

OFF

100% 
Financing 

Available

WE OFFER 
0% INTEREST FINANCING

Fully Licensed and Insured License # 13VH09057400
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We Mail 200,000 Newspapers 
  to Every Home & Business 
    in 30 Towns!

Advertise  in any  number of towns

Joe Renna 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPERS RATE SHEET 

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

We print Full Color 
2-Sided, Flyers and 

Menus that get inserted 
into the newspapers, 
and mailed to every 

home and business in 
Town for as low  

as $100 per thousand.
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COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
ALL PHASES OF ELECTRICAL WORK 
Electrical Repair • Control Wiring • Circuit Breakers 
Electrical Panels • Smart Home Services • Boilers  

• Smoke Detectors • FREE Estimates
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT - 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

201-600-3530 
SHORT CIRCUIT SPECIALIST

Lic.# 
888400

Bonded 
& Insured

WIRED RITE 
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

Like us on 
Facebook

CiaoBelloRestaurant.com 
220 South Ave. E. Cranford, NJ

OPEN 7 DAYS908-497-0700

FREE DESSERT 
With this coupon during the month of 

December with the order of two entrees. 

20% OFF ALL 
HOLIDAYS CATERING  

With this coupon. 
Expires 12/31/24.

Catering • Dine In BYOB • Take-Out 
Gluten-Free Menu Available

Book your Holiday 

 Parties Today!!! 
Custom Menus avaiable.

a u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile 
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall  

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical 
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Electrical Lic. # 14616  
& Plumbing w #8660

(908) 276-5367 
(201) 666-0003 

358 North Avenue East 
Cranford, NJ 

www.reynolds-plumbing.net

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Lou DiFabio 
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio 
Lic. #11749

REYNOLDS PLUMBING

I BUY OLD MOTORCYCLES 
All Types - Running or Not

Call or Text Glenn 
732-556-7636

Same Day  
Pick-up 
 
We Pay Cash

WHAT, WHERE, WHEN IN OLD KENILWORTH 

DISCOVERING KENILWORTH’S “MODEL HOMES,” PART 11
The last major tract of homes built in 

Kenilworth is the Wood’s Edge section of town 
at the far west end of the Boulevard consisting of 
Dorset and Epping drives and a one-block strip 
of the Boulevard between those two streets. This 
11-acre tract is made up of 51 homes erected in 
1959 and 1960, most of which are ground-entry 
split levels and a few colonials.  

Wood’s Edge almost never occurred. The land 
was originally part of a 146-acre parcel west of 
N. 8th St.  The first 35 acres became the 
Kensington Homes development, bult 1953-54.  

In the early 1950s there was an effort to rezone 
the 46 acres for Garden apartments. A public 
referendum overwhelmingly defeated the 
apartments idea. The land also was eyed as a site 
for a new Regional High School, which never 
came to fruition at that location. 

In 1956 the Butts brothers, also known as 
G&H Construction, acquired the 11 acres and 
announced plans to build homes in what they 
were calling Kensington Homes #2.  Residents in 
the first Kensington Homes development next 
door, built in 1953-54, were in an uproar fearing 
more houses would bring flooding to their area 
from the nearby Rahway River. 

Word went out that the developer would build 
instead a large swim club on the site which 
heightened Kensington #1 homeowners’ fears 
even more. The Borough Council paused and the 
project and the developers filed a superior court 
lawsuit to compel local officials to approve their 
housing plan. The county court ruled in the 
developers’ favor.  The homes eventually were by 
Major Builders, Inc. of Kenilworth, which at one 
point had the same business address as G&H 
Construction at 25 No. Michigan Ave. 

When the homes were built, the price ranged 
from $18,990 to $20,990.  Among the first 
residents were Herman and Helen Forman. If the 
Forman name sounds familiar, it is likely because 
one of their children grew up to be Dr. Jerome 
Forman, a well-known local dentist. He reported 
that his childhood was a model home for the 
development. 

Some years go before her passing Helen stated, 
“My husband and I read an ad in the Star Ledger 
newspaper about new homes at Woods Edge in 
Kenilworth. We came and looked.  The model 
was on the Boulevard.  We fell in love with it!  
The houses like ours were going for $20,490 at 
the time. We were very lucky when we moved 
here in 1959. The streets were paved and utilities 
were complete. It was a simply delightful 
neighborhood, so good for the children. They 
rode their bicycles, played in the woods, and in 
the wintertime skated on the little pond across the 
street on the Shade Tree Commission property. 

Her son, Dr. Forman also commented at the 
time. He recalled, “The neighborhood was safe, 
warm, and inviting, and at any time of the day 
there would be kids playing on its streets or at 
each other’s homes.”  

The Forman family sold their home some 
years ago. According to Zillow.com, it sold for 
$549,000 this past October. That’s an increase of 
about 2,700 percent of its original 1959 price. 

Research provided by Walter E. Boright, Ed. 
D., historian, and Historic Signs, Inc. 

Persons with inquiries about this or other 
Kenilworth history topics may contact Dr. 
Boright at 

drbori@aol.com or 908-256-5200. (above) Two styles of home designs.

(above, l-r) Mayor Gregg David with Dr. 
Jerome Forman at dedication of his new dental 

office, 2003

(above) Model home at 1 Epping Dr. bought 
for $20,490 in 1959; sold for $549,000 2024.

locally owned since 1984 

www.vdsnj.com 
facebook.com/vdsnj 

email: vdsnjira@gmail.com 
908-964-4004 
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

• Video Tape Transfers • DVD & FlashDuplication 
• High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning
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COMPLETE SET OF STEPS 
Up to 6 Feet, 5 Steps / Brick, Limestone & Concrete 

    $4,300

Carbon Monoxide  
is invisible, 
odorless,  

and can kill you!

You Home Improvement Connection

ROOFING

CHIMNEYS

GUTTERS

SIDING

MASONRY

STEPS FOUNDATIONS

MURSELI PRO 
CONSTRUCTION
908-361-6372

• All Work Guaranteed 

• 24/7 Emergency Service 

• 15% Senior Discount 

• Major Credit Cards 

• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

$600 OFF 
NEW SIDING JOB 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 12/31/24.

$350 OFF 
ANY ROOF REPAIR 
of $1,000 or more 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 12/31/24.

$150 
GUTTERS CLEANING 
(any Average House) 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 12/31/24.

$350 OFF 
ANY CHIMNEY REPAIR 

of $1,000 or more 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 12/31/24.

$400 OFF 
ANY FOUNDATION JOB 

of $2,000 or more 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 12/31/24.

ROOFINGMASONRY GUTTERSCHIMNEY
• CLEANING 
• RE-LINE 
• REPAIRS 
• REBUILD 
• CAPPING

• CLEANING 
• INSTALLATION 
• SCREENING 
• REPAIRS 
• REPLACEMENTS

• RE-ROOF 
• NEW ROOF 
• ROOF REPAIRS 
• SHINGLES 
• FLAT ROOF

• DRIVEWAYS 
• STEPS 
• BRICK & BLOCK 
• SIDEWALKS 
• REPAIR

FOUNDATION
• NEW  

FUNDATIONS 
• REPAIRS 
• WATERPROOFING

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 11/30/24.

BEFORE AFTER

Easy & 
Effective 
Cleaning Long Term Preservation

Special
CHIMNERY LINER 

$1,300Special

Family 
Owned & 

Operated For 
20 Years

WHY SHOULD I USE A CHIMNEY LINING 
SYSTEM?• Protect your house from heat 
transfer combustibles 
• Protect the masonry from the corrosive 

by products of combustion 
• Provide a correctly sized flue for 

optimum efficiency of appliance

Save $1,000 ON ROOF 
REPLACEMENT 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 12/31/24. With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 12/31/24.


