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COLDWELL BAMKER
REALTY

DEDICATED
TO RESULTS,
A TRADITION

OF TRUST

Let Me Find

Your Dream Home

Loryn O'Brien
Coldwell Banker East
209 Central Ave
Westfield, NJ
lorynobrien118@gmail.com

908-247-1136

Office: 908-233-5555
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HOMEGROWN DONORS BENEFITS CRANFORD FAMILY CARE

Submitted by Billy Folinusz

for Cranford Family Care Association

When you graduate high school, many wonder about high
school reunions and catching up with friends you have not
seen for years. Often this occurs in the high school gym, a
local bar, or some other venue that enables you to reconnect
with fellow classmates. But graduating from Cranford High
School and calling Cranford your hometown means
something to those who grew up here. CHS friends, Class of
1976, Dave Panetta, Bill Folinusz and Gerry Shamey, along
with Class of 1977, Mark Irwin and Anne Paterno realized
they wanted to do more for Cranford.

They decided to find a way to bring their classmates and
other graduates from across generations together, over a
common cause of golf, friendship, and charity, leveraging the
strong bonds built in the halls of Cranford High School
decades ago.

Beginning in 2022, “Cranford Homegrown” was an
informal get-together of the Class of 1976 over a golf match
for bragging rights amongst friends. Over a few beers at the
Cranford Elks, following the first match, it was decided that
they wanted to give back to their hometown, where many of
their stories originated. The charity of choice was obvious:
Cranford Family Care, formerly known as the Cranford

Welfare Association. This was founded amid the Great
Depression by local civic organizations and residents to
“assist struggling Cranford residents to become self-
sufficient.”

The mission today remains the same and Cranford
Homegrown found its cause.

In its first year as a charity tournament in 2023, 88
individuals, all graduates of Cranford High School, came
together to raise $6,500 for Cranford Family Care. This year,
the tournament continued to grow, with 96 golfers
participating and raising $7,500. This money would
immediately make a difference in the lives of Cranford
residents and neighbors in need, emphasizing the significant
impact of the tournament on the community.

This story is a testament to the unique opportunity, and
pride many have in calling Cranford their hometown. Despite
the changes that time brings, the call to help our town
resonated with those 5 CHS graduates. These folks are
honored to have the opportunity to help and grateful to all
participants, volunteers and sponsors.

The success of our outing is a testament to the friendships
developed in our youth. The generosity from individual
Cranford residents and businesses alike defines why
Cranford is a great place to call home.
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(above) Cranford Homegrown Open event organizers: Dave Panetta, Bill Folinusz,

Anne Paterno, Mark Irwin, and Gerry Shamey.
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Complete Termite & Pest Control Since 1952
From rats to bats, skunks to racoons, and squirrels to mice
.. and everything in between, WE CAN HELP.

PEST CONTROL

CALL
TODAY!

ARNOLD’S

Business license #90966A

908-276-8062

ArnoldsPestControl.com
9 Quine Street, Cranford, NJ 07016
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Renna Media LLC, Publishers
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016

Cranford Monthly is published by Renna Media. 9,900
newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every business
and resident in Cranford, NJ. Although great care has been
taken to ensure the information contained within is accurate,
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or omissions.

©2024 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced
without written consent from Renna Media LLC.

SEND US YOUR NEWS

Do you have a community service that you
need help publicizing? Did you or someone
you know accomplish something amazing?
We are interested in hearing about your latest
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com

ADVERTISING
Joe Renna: 908-447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com
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Find us on online: rennamedia.com
facebook.com/ Cranford Monthly

“BE OUR GUEST” FOR BEAUTY AND THE BEAST

CDC Theatre
One of the most enchanting musicals of all
time, Disney's Beauty and the Beast is coming to
CDC Theatre, 78 Winans Ave. in Cranford, NJ
with eight performances December 6th-15th.
This ‘tale as old as time’ is based on Disney’s

CDC Theatre presents
=<\
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,13,14 - 8pm
Dec. 7,8,14,15 - Zpm

78 Winans Ave., Cranford, N]J

Dec. 6,7

cdctheatre.org

Alan Menken  Howard Ashman  Linda Woolve

. Tim Rice
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Academy Award-winning film and features the
timeless story you love, along with all your
favorite characters and songs. The romantic and
beloved fairytale recounts the story of Belle, a
young woman in a provincial town, and the
Beast, who is really a young prince trapped under
the spell of an enchantress. If the Beast can learn
to love and be loved, the curse will end, and he
will be transformed into his former self. But time
is running out. If the Beast does not learn his
lesson soon, he and his household will be
doomed for all eternity.

With music by Alan Menken, lyrics by
Howard Ashman and Tim Rice, and book by
Linda Woolverton, the show has all the
wonderful songs made famous in the Academy
Award-winning animated feature film, along with
new ones written for the stage adaptation. The
enchantment never ends! The magic will unfold
in front of your eyes as the talented cast, dancing
dishes, gorgeous costumes, and spectacular
settings bring this Disney classic to life on stage.

Celebrate your holidays with the most
beautiful love story ever told!

For more information and the best ticket
selection and prices, visit cdctheatre.org today.
Disney’s Beauty and the Beast is presented
through special arrangement with Music Theatre
International (MTI) and made possible by funds
from the Union County Office of Cultural &
Heritage Affairs, a partner of the New Jersey
State Council on the Arts.

»* HAPPY HOLIDAYS x

@ COUGAR HEADQUARTERS

Your Favorite Spiritwear Store!

CHQ has gifts for everyone on your list!
We offer an amazing collection of
Cranford Town Apparel and Holiday Gifts!

o @CougarH(Q

FROM

Join us for Sip n Shop
Thursday Dec 5th
Kick off the holidays with

Raffles, Treats and Special Deals!

415 CENTENNIAL AVE » CRANFORD, NJ 07016 * 908.497.9900 * COUGARHQ.COM
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram for info on our 12 Days of Deals!

e @CougarHeadquarters
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HOLIDAY FAVORITES

A CONTINUO ARTS PRODUCTION
908-264-5324
INFO@CONTINUOARTS.ORG
CONTINUOARTS.COM
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K OF C DONATES TO ELIZABETH COALITION TO HOUSE THE HOMELESS

The Cranford Knights of Columbus held our
21st Annual Golf Outing in September. It was a
tremendous success with 95 golfers attending at
the Galloping Hill Golf Course in Kenilworth.
Each year, the Council selects worthy charities
to be the benefactors of the outing proceeds and
this year we selected The Elizabeth Coalition to
House the Homeless for the great work that they
do. The Council had a ceremonial check
presentation in the Mary Garden at St.
Michael’s Church where we made a donation of
$5,000.

The Council would like to formally thank all
of the local businesses and organizations that
support our Annual Golf Outing every year and
all of the volunteers that help and make this
worthy event a success each and every year
since its inception in 2004.

The Cranford Knights of Columbus is a
Catholic Fraternal Organization dedicated to our
four Core Principles: Charity, Unity, Fraternity,
and Patriotism. The Cranford Council supports
many charities and civic causes locally, state-
wide, and nationally and we are committed to
being a viable part of our community.

For information about joining the Council,
please contact our Grand Knight Tom Turner at
908-884-4083 or visit the Council website at
cranfordknights.org.
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The Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless Linda Tober-
Chair John Doolan, and Past Grand Knight Pat Forker. On

the back left are Brothers Larry Guarglia, Bob Haddad, Past Grand Knight James Winter, and

our Worthy Chaplain Monsignor Tim Shugrue.
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ARE BACK TOGETHER.

We are a family-owned company celebrating 100 years of honest, high quality service.
We are a full-service installation, maintenance and repair company. Need a heating
tune up or ac start up? We provide that too, along with Woolley Service plans.

AOSN g

N. Woolley Master HVACR contractor Lic. # 1261
Todd Williams NJ Master plumber Lic #10534
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WOOLLEY WELCOMES BACK C.T. WILLIAMS & SON PLUMBING

TWO FAMILY BUSINESSES stay warm with Woolley. Contact us for all

your HVAC, FUEL AND PLUMBING needs.

908-760-0583

woolleyfuel.com

WOOLLEY @

P www. woolleyhome.cam
PLUMBING » COOLING - HEATING - BIOFUEL
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Todd Williams
NJ Master plumber
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Is your heating system over 10 years old? Did your system struggle last season?
Consider a more efficient replacement. Avoid last minute emergencies.

LET WOOLLEY PROVIDE YOU WITH A FREE NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE.

B - R LR

Score big savings on heating and cooling costs for years !
to come by replacing your old, outdated equipment.

0% INTEREST

FOR 6 MONTHS
NEW HEATING & A/C SYSTEM

*Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. Ask the vendor
for details. Credit is extended by Synchrony Bank. ©2024 Synchrony.
All rights reserved. May Not Be Combined With Other Offers. Expires: 12/31/2024.
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Considering Relocation, Retirement or Second Home?

J ideal LIVING

REAL ESTATE SHOW

THE PREMIER RELOCATION EVENT
Exhibits, Seminars, Discovery Travel & More.

JANUARY 25-26

Sat 10am-4pm * Sun 11am-3pm

BRIDGEWATER MARRIOTT
(.. 700 COMMONS WAY, BRIDGEWATER, NJ

— mme— ——
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FEATURING DOZENS OF COMMUNITIES FROM NORTH CAROLINA, FLORIDA, SOUTH CARDLINA,
VIRGINIA, GEORGIA, DELAWARE, PENNSYLVANIA, TENNESSEE, PLUS INTERNATIONAL

Only At the Show, You Can...

* Compare the best new places to vacation, retire or relocate - in one convenient location.

* Discover areas that afford high quality of life yet very low taxes.
* Get answers to your questions by meeting personally with relocation experts & home builders.

Attend Workshops & Presentations Designed to Help You Find Your Ideal Place

* How to Choose Your ldeal Place ¢ MNew Home — Envision Yours

(Workshop/Relo Guide) » Strategies for Investing & Reducing Taxes

* International Destinations * Selling Your Home in Today's Market

Find Your Ideal Place to Retire, Vacation or Relocate at the Show!

Receive a Free Relocation Guide at the Show! %) I d Eaﬂl le; THE PREMIER

i3 : RELOCATION EVENT
1= : = REAL ESTATE SHOW SATURDAY, 104M - 4P & SONDAY, 10AM - 3PW

~ JANUARY 25-26, 2025
. BRIDGEWATER MARRIOTT =.
. 700 Commons Way, Bridgewater, NJ

— Visit: ideal-living.com/RM
= CALL FOR INFO: 800-736-0321
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RSVP to Receive Welcome Kit at Show and for Express Check-in.
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KATHLEEN MCMAHON SWORN IN AS CASA VOLUNTEER FOR FOSTER YOUTH

Child Focus

Kathleen McMahon of Cranford proudly took
the oath as a volunteer Court Appointed Special
Advocate (CASA), on November 1, 2024, along
with fellow trainees Deirdre Monroy of Scotch
Plains, Lydia Hernandez-Walford of Bayonne,
Ellen Devin of Westfield, Esther Paden of
Linden, and La Wrence Burroughs and Tisa
Joyner-Nance of Rahway. Union County
Superior Court Judge Gavin I. Handwerker
presided over the swearing-in.

These volunteers, equipped to champion the
best interests of child victims of abuse and
neglect, join a team of hundreds of devoted
advocates with CASA of Passaic and Union
Counties. Child Focus, the nonprofit organization
that operates this CASA program, aims to
provide dedicated life-changing advocacy and
support services to each of the more than 500
children living in foster care through no fault of
their own, across both counties.

“These seven dedicated individuals have made
an invaluable commitment to ensure that every
child’s voice is heard and valued. We are proud
to welcome them to the Child Focus family,” said
Erica Fischer-Kaslander, Executive Director of
Child Focus. “Each CASA volunteer brings
unique perspectives and strengths that impact the
lives of those who need it most. There is a waitlist
of children awaiting an advocate, and we urgently
need community members to step up to serve. We
encourage anyone interested in supporting
vulnerable children to attend an upcoming
information session to learn how they can make
a difference.”

No specific qualifications are required to
become a CASA volunteer; Child Focus provides
comprehensive training to equip volunteers with
the skills needed to advocate -effectively.
Volunteers commit to visiting their assigned

(above) Cranford's Kathleen McMahon Sworn
In as CASA Volunteer for Foster Youth. To
learn more about becoming a CASA volunteer
visit casapassaicunion.org/info-session.

EDWARD ]. HOBBIE MARK E. HOBBIE

HOBBIE & HOBBIE
ATTORNEYS AT LAW, LLC

Celebrating over 50 years of service
to the Cranford and Westfield area.

908-276-4777
hobbieandhobbie.com « Real Estate
fax: 908-709-1663

edward@hobbieandhobbie.com mark@hobbieandhobbie.com

476 South Avenue. East, Cranford, NJ 07016-0863

¢ Estate Administration
e Will and Trusts
¢ Elder Law

children at least once a month and collaborate
with caregivers, educators, and other key figures
in the child's life to make informed
recommendations to the court.

This winter, Child Focus will hold two
expedited CASA training sessions, each of which
cover all necessary material over two- and three-
week periods, as an alternative to the traditional
six-week course.

Child Focus urges the community to enroll in
CASA winter training to support growing list of
abused and neglected children awaiting an
advocate. This winter, Child Focus will hold two
expedited CASA training sessions, each of which
cover all necessary material over two- and three-
week periods, as an alternative to the traditional
six-week course.

Those interested in learning more about
securing a spot in one of the two winter trainings
must attend one of these information sessions.
Union County:

Wednesday, Dec. 11 at 12 p.m.
Child Focus office

1143 East Jersey Street, 2nd Floor
Elizabeth

Wednesday, Dec. 11 at 5:30 p.m.

Rahway Public Library, 2 City Hall Plaza
Rahway.
Register now at
casapassaicunion.orgf/info-session.
ABOUT CHILD FOCUS:

Child Focus prioritizes the needs and well-
being of infants, children and teens impacted by,
or at risk of, abuse or neglect by amplifying their
voices and working toward lasting, permanent
solutions that address their unique situations and
provide support needed to thrive. This critical
work is accomplished through three distinct but
complementary programs: CASA of Passaic and
Union Counties, NJ Safe Babies Court Team, and
the Open Door Store. For more information about
Child Focus, log on to childfocusnj.org.

1-800-TEAM-LAW ©

INJURED?

TELL US YOUR STORY. THE CONSULTATION IS FREE.

TOBIMN = KESSLER - GREENSTEIN « CARUSO - WIENER + KOMRAY

ONE OF NEW JERSEY'S
TOP-RATED LAW FIRMS

$10

MILLION

MMedical Malpractice

$18

MILLION

$1.9

MILLION

Car Accident

Construction Site Accident

* Personal Injury
* Motor Vehicle Accidents
* Medical Malpractice
» Workers' Compensation

e hr :
{ e =

W

|

136 Central Avenue
Clark, New Jersey
1-B00-TEAM-LAW

+12 Office Locations
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Call Today for a Free Estimate! [& 855.624.6655

iy
'AS SEEN ON
GEORGE
TO THE
RESCUE

Payment Plans
HOME REMODELING GROUP WINDOWS §209 BASEMENTS $395

EITCHEMS 53579 BATHROOMS 5199
ROOFIMNG 3147 DECKSPATION §180
SIDIMNG §38Y PORCHESSTEPS 3165

ROOFING | SIDING | WINDOWS SRR
¥ Decks & Porches W8 KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BASEMENTS el et based o e migiacs
MASONRY | DECKS | PORCHES

VIRTUAL MEETINGS ALSO AVAILABLE

Interior & Exterior Remodeling | Family Owned & Operated
100% FINANCING AVAILABLE | 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

NIDCA |13VHO7755300

[ElMagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com
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TRACK GLUB SHINES AT USATF JUNIOR OLYMPIC MEET

WESTFIELD AREA YMCA

Twenty-five young Westfield Area YMCA
Flyers Track Club athletes competed alongside
nearly 500 other participants at the USATF New
Jersey Junior Olympic Cross Country Meet on
November 3. Held at Central Park in Morris
Plains, the Flyers delivered outstanding
performances at the meet and brought home four
national qualifiers:

Greyson Dunleavy (Boys 7-8) - 3rd Place;

Grayson Van Dyk (Boys 7-8) - 4th Place;

Leo Anspach (Boys 11-12) - 14th Place;

and Luke Barba (Boys 13-14) — 8th Place

In addition to individual accomplishments the
team results showcased the Flyers' collective
strength and teamwork:

Girls 11-12 team finished 5th in the 3000m
race with runners Katalyna Aguilar, Avalee
Deutsch, Sandra Jakubiuk, Sarah Licata, and
Mika Snyder.

Boys 11-12 team secured a 4th place finish in
the 3000m race with strong showings from Leo
Anspach, Slater Centeno, Nicholas DiChiaro,
Doruk Karagoz, Deven Lele, and Adrian Wood.

Fresh & Clean Cleaning Services

CLEANING:  °rine

Clean

HOME & OFFICE Every Time

FREE ESTIMATES
Call or Text Owner: Cindy

201-925-9661

REAL PUPPIES
at your NEXT PARTY

GREAT FOR AGES
1 172 to adults

~www.PuppyParty.com

INFOEPUPPYPART Y.COm

718 930 1914

ALL PUPPIES for SALE

(above) Group of Westfield Area YMCA Flyers
Athletes in the Boys Division.

Boys 13-14 team earned an impressive 3rd
place finish in the 4000m race led by Luke Barba,
Benjamin Halpern, Ronan Connolly, Graham
Gallagher, Davin Hettiarachchi, and Liam
Grunwald.

The Westfield Area YMCA Flyers Track Club
is led by USATF-certified coaches and serves

hundreds of athletes ages 7-15 year-round.
Athletes learn the fundamentals of distance
running and techniques unique to off-track
running, with more experienced runners building
on fundamental skills through conditioning and
in-depth training. Registration is open now for
the Flyers Winter Conditioning program
beginning December 2, 2024.

For more information about Flyers Track Club,
visit yflyerstrackclub.com or contact Michelle
Almeida at malmeida@westfieldynj.org 908-
301-9622 ext. 279.

The Y is the nation’s leading nonprofit
committed to strengthening communities through
youth development, healthy living and social
responsibility. Visit westfieldynj.org to learn
more about Westfield Area YMCA and Cranford
YMCA programs. Financial assistance is
available for YMCA memberships and programs
to those who qualify.

o
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Enjoy 7 days access to the
Fitness Center and Indoor

Water Exercise and Group
Fitness classes!
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CRANFORD YMCA

401 Centennial Avenue, Street, Cranford

T
o
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A holiday invitation
you won't want to
% miss!

Pool, including Open & Family Swim

START YOUR
7-DAY TRIAL

Valid December 1-21 at
the Cranford YMCA only.

%EE; o & ‘%
SRS

o

TRY THE
CRANFORD YMCA

FOR FREE!

»

908-844-YMCA [9622]) » www.westfieldyn].org/cy

The Cranfiord YMCA k5 the newest branch of the WestField Arga YMCA which has been :.'trl.?rujl:h::-n.i fii] thie communities
of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923, Financial assistance ks available for YMCA programs

and memberships.




GRANFORD MONTHLY - Page 9 « December 2024

ROOFING & MASONRY
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GHIMNEY BLEANING
STARTING AT $150

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 12/31/24.

1 5% SENIOR CITIZEN |
! OFF DISCOUNT '

1 MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
I With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.

1 Expires 12/31/24.

$250-$350

. ANY CHIMNEY JOB

I MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
I With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
1 Expires 12/31/24.

 $3()QOFF ANY Jos

1

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 |
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer. |
Expires 12/31/24. 1

*800°" soor o

1
1
1
1
MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
1
1
ol

With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 12/31/24.

WE OFFER
0% INTEREST FINANCING
MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529

Call or Text Ray 24/7 for Emergencies 973-718-0020 ! wacic nerovevets 0o 20085
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 800-206-8529 : - ceweve .

. ANY ROOF REPAIR |,
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FIEST PEESB‘I"TEIIAH CHURCH
OF CRANFORD

A

Deg. 22, 10:00am

Children’s Choir Musical
“The Little Bell That Wouldn't Stop Ringing”

Dec. 24, 4:00pm
Christmas Eve Family Service
Glowstick Lighting

Dec. 24, 8:00pm
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

FIRSTPRESCRANFORD.ORG/CHRISTMAS
Il Springfield &venue, Cranford
(908) 274-8440

TOY DRIVE - DEC 8TH

Cranford PBA Local #52

We’re xcited to announce our Annual PBA Toy
Drive in memory of Honorary Officer Ray
Schwartz will be held on Sunday, December 8th
from 10am-2pm at the Cranford Elks.

Please stop by for some coffee, bagels, donuts
and help us in our effort to support the children
of Morristown Hospital’s Goryeb Children’s
Hospital.

Unwrapped and New children’s toys are
welcomed. Please no teddy bears, the hospital
does not accept them.

Gift cards are greatly encouraged because it
helps families with their daily transportation to
and from the hospital, meals and fun activities for
the children. We greatly appreciate your kindness
and support in advance.

#" L
CRANFORD PBA
ANNUAL TOY DRIVE
“FundRAYsing”
For the Valerie Center

[ EEIE{E
X

ONORARY OFFICER
RAY SCHWARTZ

CRANFORD SUPPORTS THE TROOPS IN A BIG WAY

Submitted by William Folinusz, Major, U.S. Army

In January 2024 over 1,500 Soldiers of the
44th Brigade Combat Team (IBCT) of the New
Jersey National Guard deployed in support of
Operation Inherent Resolve throughout the
Middle East. The unit is filled with New
Jerseyans, including several soldiers from our
hometown of Cranford.

In May, in response to this deployment, the
Cranford VFW Post #335 advertised and hosted
a care package program to support these soldiers
so far away from home. The response from the
citizens and organizations of our town was
overwhelming; Cranford delivered when it was
needed most. The drive collected snacks,
toiletries, books, coffee (over 20 pounds from
Track 5), as well as letters from school children
from all across Cranford. With the help of the
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and significant
financial support from the Cranford Jaycees,
Cranford Knights of Columbus, and Boxcar
along with local citizens and other
organizations, the VFW was able to collect
supplies for over 40 care packages averaging
over 12 pounds each. This equates to over 500
pounds of supplies, quite a feat from the local
community.

Between June and September of this year the
Cranford VFW sent out the care packages in
phases to New Jersey units across the Middle
East and Africa. The critical nature of this effort

was highlighted in August when a New Jersey
unit was attacked in Syria by enemy drones
resulting in eight Soldiers being wounded and
multiple living areas being destroyed. Of
course, in those living quarters many of the
Soldiers personal belongings were lost as well.
In direct response the Cranford VFW sent over
10 care packages within days of the attack to
ensure soldiers would receive the needed
personal supplies and to let them know they
were supported at home despite their ongoing
hardships.

These New Jersey soldiers are concluding
their deployment in the coming months and
hope to be home in time for Christmas. As the
holidays approach it is important to remember
that there are American servicemen and women
across the world that are standing guard on the
edges of freedom enabling our society to enjoy
the freedom and prosperity we see today.

Governor Murphy gave the following
remarks at the unit’s deployment ceremony in
Trenton, “To all of you in the 44th, whether
you're carrying on the legacy of the Continental
Army, or you're carrying on a family legacy of
your own, or perhaps you're the first member of
your family to serve, let me say to each and
every one of you, thank you for your service and
thank you to your families for the sacrifice they
are making.”

PEARL HARBOR DAY SERVICES - DEC. 7TH

Cranford VFW Post #335

On Saturday, December 7th at 9:00 a.m.,
Cranford VFW Post #335 will hold their
annual outdoor Memorial Service in
remembrance of the attack on Pearl Harbor in
December of 1941 which ignited the beginning
of World War II.

This service is open to the public and will be
held at the VFW Post Memorial Home at 479
South Ave. E. in Cranford. The program will last
approximately a half hour. In the event of

inclement weather, the ceremony will be moved
indoors at the Post. After the service a buffet
breakfast will be served in the hall upstairs.

Featured at the service will be the VFW Color
Guard, and a bugler to solemnly play taps, as
well as a taped recorded playing of Franklin
Delano Roosevelt’s famous “date which will
live in infamy” radio address.

For additional info, please call 908-482-0132
or visit the Post website at vfw335.org.

“Family care for newborns through 100"

Vanguard

Medical
Group

Guiding You to Better Health.
House Calls, Open 6 Days, Evening hours
570 South Ave E, Bldg. G | Cranford, NJ 07016
Make your appointment today! 908.272.7990
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MEET 1ST LIEUTENANT JOHN “JACK” PRESCOTT,
WWII NIGHT FIGHTER SQUADRON PILOT

Written and researched by Don Sweeney and Janet Cymbaluk Ashnault Additional research by Stu Rosenthal, Barry Mazza, and Vic Bary

In 1937, young John Prescott entered the
doors of Cranford’s newly constructed high
school on West End Place. As part of the rising
class of 1941, John was a member of the first
freshman class of students who would spend all
four years in this brand new, state of the art high
school. Little did anyone know that John and
many of his classmates would soon be called
upon to defend our nation against the fascist
regimes which threatened global freedom.
Tragically, the fates of John Prescott and four of
his fellow freshman classmates would forever
be bound together in the sacred brotherhood
which we now call the Cranford 86.

REACHING FOR THE SKIES

John Prescott, or “Jack” as he was known,
was an ambitious, active student involved in a
broad array of activities. His athletic endeavors
included participation in the football, baseball,
track and hockey teams. In the 1941 yearbook,
his future plans simply stated “College”. After
graduation from Cranford High School, it
seemed that everything was moving along as
planned for 18-year-old Jack Prescott, as he was
accepted and began his studies at the University
of Maryland. But, just three months into his
freshman year, on December 7th, 1941, the
world was turned upside down. The Japanese
Imperial Navy Air Service launched a surprise
attack on Pearl Harbor, and the United States
was at war. Jack Prescott finished his first year
of college and like so many others of this unique
generation, chose to join the U.S. Armed Forces.
His sights were set on becoming a United States
Army Air Force (USAAF) pilot.

At the time, the United States had allowed its
arsenal of war hardware to become antiquated.
To rectify this, American manufacturing plants
were adapted and went into high gear to produce
300,000 aircraft in a four-year period, an
historically epic feat. The Army Air Force
recruited from colleges, cities and towns across
the country, off the farm, or just off the street.
Successfully obtaining and training enough
personnel to man all of these airplanes that were

Jack's home in Cranford,
4 Doering Way, as of 2024.

The shining faces of two brothers,
Jack and his younger brother Charles.

coming off the line is an incredible story to be
told here through the experiences of Jack
Prescott.

We would love to know what drove young
Jack to pursue such a lofty career choice, one
that just a year earlier would not have yet been
possible for him. Prior to 1942, aviator
applicants were required to be 20 years of age
and needed to have completed two years of
college. In January of 1942, reacting to the
urgent need for flight crews, the Army reduced
the applicant age by two years, the college
prerequisite was eliminated and replaced with a
rigorous written examination. Apparently, Jack
Prescott tackled the entrance exam with little or
no problem, and on June 27th, 1942, he reported
for duty at Fort Dix, New Jersey, as an Aviation
Cadet. It was right around this time that the
USAAF began its program to train American
pilots for night flying, to assist the British
squadrons that were currently fighting to obtain
night air superiority for the Allies. This early in
his career, Jack was maybe wondering if he even
had what it took to get his wings, not realizing
that he was destined to become a special breed
of aviator, known as a night fighter.

PREFLIGHT TRAINING

Jack began the demanding journey to
attaining his pilot’s wings at Preflight school in
Santa Ana, California. It is here where a
classification board determined whether an
applicant had the aptitude for the job they had
selected: pilot, navigator or bombardier, or
would be classified as “none of the above”.
Hand sensitivity, eyesight, and adaptable
reactions were some of the characteristics which
were probed by intense testing of complex
coordination, reaction time, finger dexterity,
steadiness and rotary pursuit, to name a few.
One veteran pilot stated that in his class, 40%
“washed out” (were eliminated) during the
classification process, placed into the none of
the above category, and went on to less
demanding jobs. Conquering another sizeable
obstacle, Jack’s test results allowed him to be

classified for pilot training.

An article from the Cranford Chronicle
archives told us that Jack Prescott found a
familiar face in his Preflight training class,
Bruce Nostrand, a fellow Cranford resident.
Bruce and Jack attended Preflight training
together, which was half classwork and half
outdoor military training. The men studied
aerodynamics, military customs and courtesies,
aviation physiology, navigation, Morse code,
aircraft and naval recognition, math, physics,
chart interpretation and more. It was said that
another large percentage of washouts occurred
here, due to lack of aptitude for any subject that
was physics related and surprisingly, Morse
code. Outdoor training consisted of shooting and
studying all types of hand weaponry, rigorous
physical fitness and endless marching drills, in
all of which, perfection was constantly sought.
FLIGHT SIMULATORS, SOLOS AND MORE

In early 1943, after successful completion of
Preflight School, Jack Prescott and Bruce
Nostrand together moved on to Fort Stockton,
Texas for the next round of training and tests and
finally, what they had all been waiting for...
planes. We are not sure if either of these two
Aviation Cadets from Cranford had ever even
been near an aircraft before, as was the case with
many of their fellow trainees. However, here in
Primary School at Fort Stockton they would fly
trainer aircraft, take their first solo flight and
begin to become proficient in the art and skills
of a battle bound pilot.

At night and in bad weather, pilots needed to
know how to fly using instrumentation. A man
from Binghamton, New York named Ed Link,
whose father owned a piano and organ
manufacturing company, was the inventor of the
“Link Trainer”. With his knowledge of pumps,
bellows and valves, which he gained from his
family’s business, Ed created a flight simulator
that responded to a pilot’s controls and provided
the correct corresponding readings on its

(continued on page 12)

restoration courtesy of the Cranford 86 team.

Jack Prescott entered Cranford's
brand new high school in 1937.

“Jack's senior photo from
Cranford's Golden C yearbook
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1ST LIEUTENANT JOHN “JACK” PRESGOTT (continued from page 11)

instruments. In WWII, countless numbers of
U.S. pilots were safely schooled on Link
Trainers, another example of American
ingenuity that helped to achieve victory and save
lives.

In Primary School, the pressure to achieve
readiness and complete a solo flight in the
required timeframe was immense, and missing
that goal would result in washing out. Despite
this, and their demanding course and flying
schedules, the cadets did have some time for
weekend socialization. It was during this time
that Jack met and fell in love with a young lady
from Galveston, Texas, named Anna Tennant, a
graduate of Sul Ross State Teachers College
(now Sul Ross State University). In a whirlwind
romance, the couple’s engagement was
announced in May of 1943, but considering the
circumstances, a wedding date was not set. What
a full and exciting time of life this was for Jack
Prescott.

Flight crews advanced from Primary to Basic
to Advanced Training, each at a new air base
with more challenging instructors and larger,
faster and more powerful aircraft. Instead of
sitting in the rear seat, they were now situated up
front. As the weeks went by, the cadets struggled
to keep their heads above water and lived in
daily fear of washing out. They watched their
class size shrink by large percentages, which was
evident when they lined up out on the parade
field, and many felt that pilot’s wings were
perhaps an unattainable goal.

JACK GETS HIS WINGS

In Advanced School at Williams Field in
Arizona, the training and testing continued and
would reveal any physical, emotional or mental
tells which might prevent a cadet from
performing at the highest level needed to lead a
flight crew. Cadets proceeded on to live action
exercises which made the rigorous hurdles of
simulated training look pale in comparison.
Here, flying in formation was constantly
practiced and perfected and this skill was an
absolute requirement for a fighter pilot. Jack
Prescott forged ahead, met every challenge and
was successfully commissioned as a 2nd
Lieutenant. Finally, in a graduation ceremony in
July of 1943, at Williams Field, he was awarded
his silver wings and pilot certification. A WWII
veteran described graduation day as the
crowning moment in a military pilot’s life.
NIGHT FIGHTERS -

A SPECIAL BREED OF AVIATOR

Jack continued with additional advanced
training and in October of 1943, on his way to
Orlando, Florida, he was able to make a surprise
visit home to Cranford. He had not been home
for 16 months and was now walking through the
door of 4 Doering Way as a U.S. Army Air Force
pilot. In Orlando, Jack would attend the Fighter
Command School, Night Fighter Division, AAF
School of Applied Tactics. The role of night
fighter was a difficult and dangerous assignment,
so much so, that it was staffed by volunteers
only. The excitement of the mission appealed to
many, one of those being Jack Prescott. Already
a highly-trained airman, Jack went on to master

twin-engine flying, night formation flying, night
gunnery, night recognition, night navigation,
ground control radar, and blind landings. He was
assigned to the newly formed 414th Night
Fighter Squadron (known as the four-one-four
in military terminology) that was based in the
Algerian capital city of Algiers. In early 1944,
Jack traveled to Hammer Field in Fresno,
California to train with his squadron.

We were so fortunate to locate members of
the Prescott family, who reside in
Massachusetts. Jack’s niece, Betty Prescott
Gray, told us that before heading off to his
assignment in Algeria, her uncle broke off his
engagement to Anna Tennant. She explained to
us that this was an act of compassion as her
uncle so loved Anna. Jack, knowing the odds,
did not want to leave Anna as a widow in the
likely case that he may not return from war. In
some fighter and bomber units, only one in four
would survive, a 75% mortality average, unlike
other units that had less than a 10% expected
mortality rate. Jack and Anna remained a couple
throughout Jack’s term of service and hopefully
he lived in her heart long beyond that. The 414th
Night Fighter Squadron ended up losing 25
airmen and had one POW by war’s end.

Embarking on his first overseas assignment,
our Cranford 86 hero flew himself to Algeria, in
North Africa, in May of 1944. His squadron was
used in a variety of combat missions which
included reconnaissance, protection of allied
traffic in the Mediterranean Sea, ground strafing
attacks and psychological warfare efforts in
which leaflets were dropped from above,
encouraging surrender of enemy forces. The
squadrons would be moved gradually north to
the large islands of Sardinia and Corsica, located
off the west coast of Italy, in the Mediterranean
Sea. Sardinia and Corsica were both strongholds

(above) Jack's pilot's spirit is
quite evident in this
charming photo provided to
us by the Prescott family.

(right) Five foot 10 inch Ist
Lieutenant Jack Prescott
salutes while modelling his
new custom made dress
uniform before heading to
the Army AdvancedFlying
School Graduation.

for the Nazis earlier in the war. Control of these
two islands gave military superiority due to their
proximity to northern Italy and southern France.
Allied successes in battle would move the
squadrons from Sicily, north to Salerno, then
Anzio, and then further up the Italian peninsula.
After the Allied forces were able to repair the
island airstrips that were destroyed by the
retreating Nazi forces, air support could be set
up for the advancing Allied troops in France for
the invasion of D-Day on June 6th, 1944 and the
continued advance of battling forces in Italy.

The concept of night bombing was not the
norm for the U.S. Army Air Force. American-
made aircraft were not designed for flying in the
dark of night. In the war drama, Masters of the
Air, there was a memorable scene where British
and American pilots were talking over drinks at
the Officers’ Club. The British pilots were
mocking the Americans for their plan to head
out daily over enemy territory, in broad daylight,
a strategy deemed crazy by the British. The
Americans typically performed precision
bombing visually, utilizing the Norden
bombsight, instead of wide range night attacks
using radar. Inspired by those scenes, we
researched the facts and found them to be
mostly true. The Americans had attempted night
bombing and strafing attacks for a short period,
only to suffer greater losses than in day raids.
This nonsuccess was due to the lack of
equipment necessary for night flying, such as
lighted control panels in the cockpit and flash
guards on guns. These were features that could
be found in the English-made Bristol
Beaufighter aircraft.

The four American night fighter squadrons
that were first based in North Africa were the
414th, 415th, 416th, and 417th and were

(continued on page 13)

Looking so much wiser
and more mature than his
21 years, this portrait
appeared in Jack's
obituary in the Cranford
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1ST LIEUTENANT JOHN “JABK” PRESGOTT (continued from page 12)

to which our hero had risen. In an expert low-
flying strafing attack that left his targets in
flames, he successfully neutralized a traveling
convoy of supply trucks and destroyed a key
railroad station in the western Po River Valley.
The Po River is the longest river in Italy. It runs
east to west across the northern Italian industrial
manufacturing region, an area which was crucial
to the Nazi war machine during WWII. A couple
weeks later in early October of 1944, Jack was in
contact with his parents and he reported to them
that he had completed 25 missions and was
doing well. Had Jack accomplished this in 1943,
successfully completing 25 missions would have
sent a U.S. Army Air Force flight crew member
home. Unfortunately, by 1944 that number had
been raised to 30, and further increased to 50 in
1945.

On October 12th, 1944, Jack was returning
from a reconnaissance mission which again had
taken him over the Po River Valley. At 5:10 a.m.,
just after sunrise, he contacted the Corsica air
base control tower. With no indication of trouble,
Jack indicated that he was at 9,500 feet and was
coming in to land. That was his last
communication and his plane never landed. In a
letter from his Commanding Officer, Lieutenant
Colonel Carroll H. Bolender, to Clifton and
Clarice Prescott, Jack’s parents, it stated that
every aircraft on the Corsica home base was
dispatched to conduct a thorough search and
rescue mission. An oil slick was sighted, and a
wing section and other scattered plane parts were

equipped exclusively with the Bristol
Beaufighter aircraft. Over 100 “Beaus” were
manufactured for the USAAF by Britain and it
was considered the most fortified and well-
armed airplane of its time. The Beaufighter only
had 2 seats, one for the pilot and directly behind,
under a glass dome, was the navigator/radar
operator seat. The pilot would need to fly the
plane and control the .303 caliber wing-mounted
machine guns and the four 20mm explosive shell
cannons that were mounted on both sides of the
fuselage. The Beaufighter was converted from
the Bristol Beaufort torpedo bomber and the
nose, formerly glass, now housed its massive
early generation radar unit. Its increased size and
weight required an upgrade from two smaller
1,000 horsepower engines to two huge 1,500
horsepower Rolls Royce or Hercules engines.
This made takeoffs and landings a difficult and
acquired skill set. The Beaufighter had a
maximum speed of 335 mph. It was not
considered fast for a fighter plane, but it was fast
enough to keep up with and attack slightly
slower bomber aircraft. Its long range of 1,750
miles and ability to fly successfully in the dark of
night, were Beaufighter traits that made it the
right aircraft for the long two-way missions over
the Mediterranean Sea to the Italian peninsula
and the European mainland.
TRAGEDY STRIKES

Jack was promoted in September of 1944 to
Ist Lieutenant. Shortly after, on September 25th,
he was on a mission indicative of the skill level

Jack, 5'10" tall, 155 Ibs, proudly stands in front
of his "Beaufighter" with his navigator Samuel
G. Danforth in August of 1944.

Jack and Samuel (Sam) G. Danforth hanging
out in Sardinia in August 1944.

eo - ANOTIHEIL KI=S FOR *Sdilim™

In Rome, after its liberation, Jack (2nd from
left) and his fellow pilots relax with drinks in
hand, forgetting about combat for the time
being. This photo was taken at "Broadway
Bill's", a night club-styled officers' club, which
was described as "quite a dump".

Gibbs Field at Fort Stockton had a mascot
living at the airbase! Cadets had to plant a kiss
on this donkey, aptly named "Solo", upon
completion of their first solo flight.

recovered from a debris field, off the northern tip
of Corsica in the Ligurian Sea. 1st Lieutenant
John A. Prescott, pilot of a British Beaufighter,
and his navigator and radar operator, Samuel G.
Danforth, were reported missing in action,
preliminarily, as hopes were still being held for a
possible ejection and recovery. After 30 days,
sadly, both were redesignated as killed in action.
It seems impossible that, after all Jack Prescott
had achieved, he was only 21 years old at the
time of his death.

Born on May 10, 1923, Jack Prescott was a
native of Oak Park, Illinois. He resided in
Cranford for 17 years at 4 Doering Way. In
addition to his parents, he was survived by his
brother Charles who was a senior at Cranford
High School at that time. His former fiancée
Anna Tennant eventually married and had three
children. His brother Charles later married and
had 7 children, with the first born son named
after Jack. The family of Charles Prescott was
able to provide us with a wonderful collection of
photographs, mostly containing happy moments
captured within the 21 years of Jack Prescott’s
short, but meaningful life.

Jack Prescott was a kid from Cranford with a
dream to elevate himself into a position where he
felt that he could best serve the world in the most
critical of times. To get there, he triumphed over
every test that was put before him and he flew up
into the darkness, again and again, giving more
than his share to our country and its allies. Lt.
Jack Prescott’s story is one of determination,
gallantry and bravery and we are honored to be
the ones to tell it.

After Jack was declared killed in action, a
memorial service was conducted at the First
Presbyterian Church of Cranford by Rev.
William R. Sloan. In a special ceremony at the
Officers’ Club in Weequahic Park Barracks,
Newark, 1st Lieutenant John A. Prescott was

(continued on page 14)

Venice

Sardin

This map shows the flight path of Jack's final
mission on October 12th, 1944 from Borgo,
Corsica to the Po River Valley and shows the
perspective of the battle theater that he served
through out his deployment abroad.
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Newly engaged Jack Prescott and Anna
Tennant near Williams Field Air Force Base,

posthumously awarded the Air Medal with one
Oak Leaf Cluster. It was presented to his parents
by Major Aubrey C. Halsell, Chaplain of the
Atlantic Overseas Air Tactical Service
Command, for the aforementioned strafing
attack in the Po River Valley on September 25,
1944. Lt. Prescott also received the Purple
Heart.

Ist Lieutenant Bruce Nostrand also
completed his advanced training, received his
wings, and piloted a Boston Bomber in combat,
based in the Philippines. Touchingly, Bruce’s
name would join Jack’s on the bronze plaque at
Cranford’s Memorial Park, along with Jack’s
four classmates from Cranford High School
Class of 1941: Norman Sorger, Roderick Smith,
Nick Vassallo and Robert Tuttle.

Our decision to create a theme for this year’s
Cranford 86 stories, was inspired by Apple TV’s
Masters of the Air, a nine-part mini-series that
chronicles the “Bloody 100th” Bomb Group
during WWII. Incredibly, amongst Cranford’s
86 plus fallen heroes, there are 13 flight crew
members, of which 9 were graduated pilots.
Now, with the understanding of what was
required to reach that level, a new light shines
on the caliber of skill, character and endurance
possessed by the fine young men of our little
suburban New Jersey town. Cranford delivered
its very best to a country in need.

Many thanks to the Prescott family, for

providing us with the beautiful family photos,
which have given a face to the name
“Lieutenant Jack Prescott”. We look forward to
the pleasure of their company in Cranford, for
Memorial Day 2025 when Lt. Prescott’s banner
will be unveiled. Additional thanks go to
Cranford residents Rich and Amy Wischusen,
for their sponsorship of the lieutenant’s banner.

For some added perspective on the
beginnings of radar guided night flying, we
recommend our Cranford 86 profile of Navy
pilot Gene McGarry at Cranford86.org.

For an historic presentation from a graduate
of the pilot training process from Jack Prescott’s
era, see the link in the online version of this
story at Cranford86.org.

Scan the QR code to view additional photos
and videos of Jack's story on the Cranford 86
website.

CRANFORD VFW HOSTS ARMY NAVY GAME

The Cranford Veterans of Foreign Wars Post
335 invites the public to attend a watch party in
support of the Post fund drive for the renovations
in Cranford’s Memorial Park. Every December
America is treated to the greatest sports event this

2024YArmy-Navy F@m:'?ﬁball

country holds, the Army Navy game. This year
the game is in its 125th year and will be played
at FedEx field in Virginia. The event is open to
anyone and provides an opportunity to
experience the game with veterans. Each ticket

costs $20 and includes a great food buffet. Drink
specials will be available and local distiller Tree
City will have specialty drinks to celebrate the
event. For more information visit the Cranford
VFW website vfw335.org.
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PROJECT HOME
YEARS OF HELPING CFC

Cranford Family Care (CFC) may have begun
during the Great Depression, but it doesn’t take
a nationwide crisis for someone to find
themselves in need of its services. A health
problem, a job loss, a flood, or other crises can
cause an unexpected financial emergency. CFC
helps Cranford residents by offering food, as well
as short-term financial assistance for rent or
mortgage payments.

For more than 30 years, Project Home of
Cranford has helped CFC keep Cranford families
in their homes. “In 2023, Project Home gave
$41,000 to CFC for rent and mortgage assistance,
which is money that would otherwise come from
their budget,” said President Lisa Orrico. “This
allows CFC to use their funds to aid Cranford
families in other ways.” Project Home’s small but
effective team helps with CFC’s day-to-day
needs by helping stock shelves at the pantry and
pick up donations.

Project Home raises money through donations
and fundraisers such as Ladies Night Out, the
Town-Wide Garage Sale, and the Dunk-a-Cop
during National Night Out. Every dollar it raises
or donation the Project Home receives goes
toward the annual pledge that enables Cranford
Family Care to continue helping residents in
need. Anyone interested in donating to project
home may learn more at

projecthomeofcranford.org/donate.
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HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS HOUSE TOUR - DEC 8

Celebrating its Diamond Jubilee, the Cranford
Woman’s Club (CWC) proudly announces the
Home for the Holidays House Tour, in its 35th
year, with seven beautifully decorated historic
homes will take place on Sunday, December 8,
from 12 to 4 p.m. This self-directed tour
showcases homes lovingly adorned for the
holidays, each offering a unique glimpse into
Cranford’s rich architectural heritage.

Homeowners are thrilled to share their festive
spaces, including Barbara Notarile, who
expressed, “We are excited and honored to have
our restored 1890 Farmer's Greek Revival
Victorian home included in this year's Holiday
Tour!" Another homeowner, Lynn Torrico, added,
“We are excited to share our early 1900s
Victorian-style home, rich in Cranford history,
decorated in a Winter Wonderland theme for the
holidays.” At each stop, knowledgeable
volunteers will guide attendees, sharing historical
insights and unique features of each property.

“As the Cranford Woman’s Club celebrates its
75th anniversary, and the 35th year of the
Holiday House Tour,” said Kendall O’Brien,
Home Tour Co-Chair and former Club President.
“This event is a vital fundraiser supporting
scholarships, Cranford Family Care, and our
other philanthropic beneficiaries. We deeply
appreciate our homeowners for helping us make
this community event possible.”

Tickets, priced at $50, will be available online
via Zefty, the Cranford Woman’s Club (CWC)
Facebook page starting November 8 and in the
Cranford Library. As a special bonus, the first 200
tickets sold will include a $5 gift card redeemable

at select Cranford Downtown merchants, and 11
Cranford restaurants will offer a 10% discount to
ticket holders on the day of the tour.

ABOUT THE CRANFORD WOMAN’S CLUB:

Founded in 1949, the Cranford Woman’s Club
is a volunteer organization deeply committed to
giving back to the community. Last year, the
club donated over $35,000 in cash and goods to
local causes, including scholarships for
graduating Cranford seniors. The Holiday
House Tour is the club’s largest annual
fundraiser.

The Cranford Woman’s Club also hosts
several major events, including Witches Night
Out, Sip N Shop, and the Leprechaun Lunch.
The club’s philanthropic efforts focus on
supporting Cranford-based organizations such
as Project Home, Cranford Family Care, the
Cranford First Aid Squad, and FLAG.

The club meets on the second Wednesday of
each month at 7:30 p.m. at the VFW on South
Avenue, and all are welcome to attend.

WINTER REC PROGRAMS

Registration for Cranford’s Winter 2024/25
recreation programs is now open. This includes
special youth programs to keep kids engaged
during winter break. Register on Community
Pass or visit the Community Center to register in
person. To register online, login on Community

KENILWORTH

GARDEN CENTER

kenilworthgarden.com

CHRINTMAN TREES, WREATH)
CEMETERY PIECES AND GRAVE COVERS

Christmas Decorations

¢ Chimenias ® Shrubs ® Small Plants
¢ Outdoor Garden Items ® Amish Made Woodwork

¢ Concrete Figurines and Religious Statues

made in the USA.
491 Boulevard, Kenilworth Unique items at

908-272-6659 s

HIC#13VH01254900

A&A Landscaping 908-276-4443
Shrub Installations and Privacy Planting

Pass at register.communitypass.net/cranford. For
more information, please see the recreation
brochure online at cranfordrecreation.org, visit
the Community Center or email:
recreation@cranfordnj.org,
or call 908-709-7283.

.
AFFREY

TREE & LANDSCAPE
gstimate

E ES
n.:-ﬁ\\“

Eﬁav .
R

QUALITY FIREWUOD
» 4 2600 Rt. 22 E
3 "3 _Scotch Plains

“1- X s

725 Jerusalem Rd e Scotch Plains
www.CaffreyTree.com
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IMPROVEMENTS

\
DY
ROOFING « LANDSCAPING CARPENTRY/GUTTERS
973.762.6333 973-762-6332

ity - O Ly Fully Insured: Workers' Comp & Liability
I”"m' ""'";ml""m NJHIG# 13VH11964900

Our floor-to-ceiling renovating team...

& i The Nedphibaltrosdd?

WE ARE THE

FOR ALL YOUR HOME
IMPROVEMENT NEEDS.

* 20+ Years of Experience

* High Quality & Standards
* Expert Workmanship

* Reliable, Prompt &

* Professional Services

* Top-of-the-Line Products
* Free Estimates

OkeA0

| & W SCANTO GET
wicti W  YOUR FREE

CARPENTRY QUOTE TODAY!

F | ' . t:_ -
INTERIOR PAINTING
9
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SEAN SAWYER NAMED PRINCIPAL OF LINCOLN SCHOOL

The Cranford Board of Education is pleased
to announce Sean Sawyer as the new principal
of Lincoln School, effective January 1, 2025.
Mr. Sawyer was selected after an extensive
search process which included multiple
interviews with the selection committee;
reviews of work samples; and a very thorough
reference check.

Mr. Sawyer, will be succeeding Mr. Dennis
McCaftery, who is retiring effective January 1,
2025, after serving as Lincoln School principal
for the past 20 years, following 10 additional
years of service in Cranford. We are very
appreciative of Mr. McCaffery’s passion and
commitment in service to our school community
and wish him much deserved happiness as he
starts this new and exciting chapter in his life.

Sean Sawyer has served in several roles in

KONANTIQUES

WE Buy ANTIQUES

FREE HOUSE CALLS
908-578-7593

WE BUY: Sterling Silver, Antique Jewelry, Costume Jewelry, Coins,
Art, Watches & Clocks, Porcelain, Modern Items (50’s, 60’s, 70’s),
Antique Toys, Asian Decorative Arts, Judaica, Lighting, Military Items
Over 20 Some Furniture, Hummel & Lladro Figurines

years of
Experience

Located
in Summit

Free on-site consultation at your home or business

info@konantiques.com

¢ Video Tape Transfers
e DVD & Flash Drive Duplication
e High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning

& VIDEO DATA SERVICES®

locally owned since 1984

www.vdsnj.com
facebook.com/vdsnj
email: vdsnjira@gmail.com

908-964-4004

406 Chestnut St. * Union, NJ 07083

Krause Dental Care
General Esthetic Dentistry

Excellence * Integrity * Personal Care

Kurt M. Krause D.M.D

908-272-3001

Saturday Hours Available
Free Onsite Parking

Handicap Accessible

118 North Avenue West,
Suite 101
Cranford, NJ 07016

education since April of 1996. Mr. Sawyer
began his career in the East Orange School
District where he worked as a substitute teacher,
Sth grade teacher, and Dean of Students. As an
administrator, he led efforts to improve and
enhance school culture and academic
performance. He then took his leadership skills
to University Academy Charter High School in
Jersey City where he served as the assistant
principal for fifteen years. Among his many
accomplishments, he was instrumental in the
development of a freshman academy that
provided transitional guidance, mentoring and
support for students. Prior to his appointment in
Cranford, Sean Sawyer served as the middle
school principal of the Community Charter
School of Paterson.

Mr. Sawyer earned a Bachelor of Science in

Marketing from Morgan State University and a
Masters of Arts in Educational Administration
from New Jersey City University. Currently he
is a doctoral candidate at Kean University.

Sean Sawyer has greatly enjoyed the
opportunity to positively impact the students
and families of East Orange, Jersey City, and
Paterson. He is appreciative of the relationships
he has made and the partnerships he has built
with the faculty, students, and
parents/guardians.

Mr. Sawyer is honored to be joining the
Cranford School District as the principal of
Lincoln School. He looks forward to partnering
with the dedicated staff, parents/guardians,
students, and the community to see how he can
best serve the school and ensure a successful
year for all students.

TAC-1 SPECIAL OPS AUTO GETS A MAKEOVER

Cranford Fire Department
Joe O’Neill, the owner of Benner’s Auto Body
in Cranford, donated a paint job to the Cranford
Fire Department Special Operations vehicle
(TAC-1). This vehicle will be used as a much-
needed utility vehicle and will be used during

fires, floods, Township sanctioned special events,
and for other emergency incidents. TAC—1 once
served as one of our ambulances, but was
repurposed after it was involved in a motor
vehicle accident and was replaced by a new
ambulance in 2021.

Lic.#
8884

WIRED RITE ELEGTRICAL SERVICE

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
ALL PHASES OF ELECTRICAL WORK
Electrical Repair » Control Wiring « Circuit Breakers
Electrical Panels « Smart Home Services ¢ Boilers

 Smoke Detectors * FREE Estimates

SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT - 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

201-600-3530
SHORT CIRCUIT SPECIALIST

Bonded
&
Insured




1:1 Senior Tech Help Appointments
Tuesdays starting at 1pm
Have questions about your smartphone, tablet,
or other device? Register for a 15-minute tech
help appointment with a librarian. Register
online or contact the library. Appointments are
weekly on Tuesdays from 1-2:30pm at the
Cranford Community Center.
Romance Readers Book Club
Monday, December 2, at 7pm
Join us for December’s Romance Readers
Book Club. This month we've decided to read
Thank you for Listening by Julia Whelan. If
you don't want to read that book, feel free to
come anyway to discuss whichever romance
you've recently read.
Wednesday Morning Adult Craft
Wednesday, December 4, at 10am
Join us in the teen zone for a new monthly
adult craft program on Wednesday mornings!
Today we are making folded book trees and
hearts. Registration recommended.
Movie Night
Wednesday, December 4, at 7pm
Join us the first Wednesday of the month for a
screening of a recently released DVD! Visit our
website or contact the library for film titles.
Raconteur Radio Presents a Christmas Carol
Thursday, December 5, at 7pm
Join us for a live reading adapted from Charles
Dickens' A Christmas Carol presented by
Raconteur Radio. Named "One of the "7 best
things to do in New Jersey" by The Star
Ledger, Raconteur Radio stages theatrical
presentations of vintage radio plays, classic
works of literature, and pop culture parodies
for live audiences in a variety of venues
throughout the Tri-State area. No registration .
Cookhook Club Cookie Swap
Monday, December 9, at 6:30
This month the cookbook club will do a cookie
swap! Make enough of your favorite cookie
recipe for everyone registered. The maximum
number of participants is 24. Please visit our
website to register for this event.

Colorscapes

Tree & Landsca

Serv1ce

www.DesignByColorscapes.com
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CRANFORD LIBRARY DECEMBER PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS

224 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016 ® Tel: 908-709-7272 ® Email: cranfordlibrary@cranfordlibrary.org ® cranfordlibrary.org
Hours: Monday-Thursday 10am-9pm, Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-5pm, Sunday Closed

International Film
Monday, December 9, at 2pm and 7pm
Join us for an International film screening. The
same film will be shown at 2pm and 7pm.
Please contact the library for the film title.
Adults Create
Tuesday, December 10, at 17pm
This month we are painting snowmen and other
fun decorations on recycled keys. We will have
keys but feel free to bring your own that you
no longer need. Space is limited; please visit
our website to register. Sponsored by the
Friends of the Cranford Public Library.
Lit Cafe
Saturday, December 14, at 10:15am
Literary Café is a book chat program. The
format is simple: Bring a few of your recent
favorite books and tell the other members of
the group what you like about them. If you
don’t have a copy of the book you want to talk
about, that’s okay, too. The books can be new
or old, fiction or non-fiction, classic or
contemporary. There is no required reading,
and you will have the opportunity to learn
about books recommended by other group
members. Admission is free and all are
welcome. Light refreshments provided by the
Friends of the Cranford Public Library. Attend
in person or on Zoom (contact library for link).
Readers Forum
Monday, December 16, at 7pm
All are welcome at the Readers Forum monthly
book club! Additional copies of the book to
check out are available at the Circulation Desk.
This month’s book is: The Housekeeper and
the Professor by Yoko Ogawa (2003)
Trivia Night
Wednesday, December 18, at 7pm
Join us for another fun evening of trivia! This
free event is hosted by the Friends of the
Cranford Public Library! Join us in the
Community Room on the first floor of the
Community Center! Feel free to bring your
own snacks and (non-alcoholic) drinks. Prizes
awarded to the winning team.

Adult Grab & Go Craft Kit
Wednesday, December 18
Stop by the library and pick up this month’s
adult craft! This month you will be making a
quilled snowflake card.Thanks to the Friends of
the Cranford Public Library for sponsoring this
monthly program! While supplies last.

COLDWELL BAMNKER
REALTY

The highest compliment I can receive
is a referral from a satisfied client.

Cell 908-202-1702  O: 908-233-5555
ElizabethBHomes.com

Efax 908-935-0960 ¢ elizabeth.bataille@gmail.com

209 Central Ave,Westfield, NJ 07090

Top 1% :
u m

Elizabeth Bataille

Sales Associate

Sales Associate
Nationwide

908-497- 0700 OPEN 7 DAYS

Ciao BeT

Catering ¢ Dine In BYOB ¢ Take-Out

Gluten-Free Menu Available

CiaoBelloRestaurant.com
220 South Ave. E Cranford, NJ

| Book your Holidey |
e | . Puntios Todayll!
e ! ustom Menus avaiable
AR, = 11 20%OFFALL |
: FREE DESSERT :: HoLIDAYS CATERING :

With this coupon.

1 December with the order of two entrees. Expires 12/31/24.

1
1
1
: With this coupon during the month of 1
1
1
1

Happy H olidays ﬁom Colorscapes
Landscape designs “Second to None!”
Offering « Expert Pruning, Restoration of trees and Shrubs.
 Landscape designs “Second to None”
» Expert Drainage and Large Tree Planting.

Gene Gregory
908-322-0253

See our areas most heautiful Gardens and trees on facebhook at Colorscapes Inc

One easy call to
Cater Home &

Office Parties
Jor Christmas
& New Years!

i Custom Catering
¥ for any size party
e SLOPPY JOE PLATTERS
e MR. J°S WRAP TRAYS
e 3-6 FOOT SUB SANDWICHES

Plan Ahead - Call Today

908-272-0370

See our full menu online at:
MrJsDeli.com
15 Wailnut Ave. Cranford,

NJ
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SOUNDS OF THE SEASON
A FREE HOLIDAY CONCERT

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2024

F:00 PM to 9200 PM
Sponuared by
TOWNLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
and
SALEM ROADHOUSE CAFE

FEATURING LIVE HOLIDAY MUSIC by

BILL JENSEN = CHURCH DORGANIST
TOWNLEY CHURCH CHOIR

EAYLA RICHARDSON

LUED, FHILLIFS, COHN & STARR
CARRIE JACKSON

ROBERT HILL

GERSON CALANTE

RICH KUBICE

FRAISING FILLARS

TRADITIONAL PIANOVORGAN DUETS

AND MORE...

TOWNLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
B29 SALEM ROAD UNION, NJ 07083
phone: (908 6851028 (leave message with return §)
A e will efleriag will be sorepied for L AARUMSERYOHREK FLESARETIE
Tlrane br greeries

Cranford
IR

U,QEJAR sHﬂPE

908-955-8700
108 Walnut Ave. ¢ Cranford,NJ

HAIR CUTS AND BEARD TRIMMING

Traditional, Old-Timey Service!

HOURS:

Tue & Wed:  10a - 6pm
Thu & Fri: ~ 9am - 6pm
Satuday: 8:30am - 5pm
Sun & Mon: Closed

Walk-ins only
aLL Harrcuts *18

FULFILL WISH LISTS OF FOSTER CHILDREN

Child Focus
As the holiday season approaches, Child
Focus, the nonprofit child advocacy

organization that runs Court Appointed Special
Advocates (CASA) of Passaic and Union
Counties, is thrilled to announce the launch of
its annual Holiday Wish List Drive. This
initiative aims to bring joy and personalized
gifts to more than 400 children removed from
their homes due to abuse or neglect, honoring
their unique interests and wishes this holiday
season. The holidays can be especially
difficult for those involved in the child welfare
system, and this drive seeks to ensure each
child feels seen, valued, and celebrated.

Child Focus invites community members,
organizations, and businesses to support the
drive by purchasing items directly from its
Amazon Wish List, donating gift cards to
popular retailers such as Target, Amazon,
Walmart, Macy’s, Old Navy, and Sephora, or
contacting Child Focus directly to learn what
specific items are needed this year. All gifts
must be new, unwrapped, and delivered to the
Child Focus offices in Wayne or Elizabeth by
Monday, December 9.

“The holiday wish list drive is always a
bright spot in our programming, as our
community comes together to make wishes
come true for these children who have
experienced so much turmoil in their young
lives,” stated Child Focus Executive Director,

CUSTOM MATTRESSES MADE TO ORDER!

Any Size ¢ Natural » Double Sided ¢ Affordable Mattresses

' A Family Business Since 1902.
& ORANGE MATTRESS

@ — - CUSTOM BEDDING —

> P

Call ;I‘odt-ly

800-761-1100 |,

mycustombedding.com

* Matresses . M-attress Toppers or Visit Our
* Box Springs * Pillows Showroom

« Round Beds * Hybrid Mattresses n Clark, NJ.
* Adjustable Beds * Custom Sheets 1049 Raritan Road

Will beat any competitor price for same or similar product.

Erica Fischer-Kaslander. “It is an important
reminder that a small act of kindness can have
an incredible impact in a young person’s life.
We are grateful for our community partners
who have stepped up year after year, including
those who have been willing to scour the
internet and pound the pavement to locate
some of those special gifts, injecting some
much-needed holiday magic into the lives of
these deserving children.”

Child Focus thanks the community partners
who continually step up to make wishes come
true for hundreds of children in foster care.

For more information on the Holiday Wish
List Drive, including a link to the Amazon
Wish List, or to learn how you can become a
CASA volunteer, please visit childfocusnj.org
or call (973) 832-4002.

ABOUT CHILD FOCUS:

Child Focus prioritizes the needs and well-
being of infants, children and teens impacted
by, or at risk of, abuse or neglect by
amplifying their voices and working toward
lasting, permanent solutions that address their
unique situations and provide support needed
to thrive. This critical work is accomplished
through three distinct but complementary
programs: CASA of Passaic and Union
Counties, NJ Safe Babies Court Team, and the
Open Door Store.

For more information about Child Focus,
visit childfocusnj.org.

LOOKING FOR A MOVER?

¢ Residential and Commercial Relocation

¢ Warehouse Delivery
X

¢ Junk Removal .

¢ Loading / Unloading  RELIABLE, TRUSTED
e Packing / Unpacking  LOCAL MOVERS
¢ Furniture Moving

¢ Equipment Moving

* Assemply / Disassemply

el e

2
[£] @Moversrocktransport 209-62 -3705

E i MoversRockTransportLLC ~ MoversRockTransportLLC@gmail.com

Get a Jump S5tart on the New Year with
The Gateway Family YMCA!

W. Shuster
& Son, Inc.

GARAGE DOORS

& ELECTRIC OPENERS

Serving the Trade since 1938

908-756-8541

www.shusterdoors.com
NJ Lic #13VH07727000 BBB Accredited Business

______________________________________________

1

1

1

1 - - -

: with any size joh.

1

! Just mention this ad. Expires 12/31/24

______________________________________________

ALL PIPES]

Plumbing
Heating and
r Conditioning

Master Plumber Lic. #12951

Located in
anford, NJ

Bonded &
Insured

Joe Neglio

908-499-9092
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BOSOM BUDDIES ANNUAL DINNER

The Bosom Buddies of NJ is a Cranford have connected, bonded and supported each their annual dinner in October. For more
nonprofit that provides support for residents other through their journeys. The group was information, find them on Facebook @ The
battling cancer. They are a group of women who founded by 5 breast cancer survivors. They held Bosom Buddies of NJ.

. (1

Photos by Andrew Feldman

10TH ANNUAL HOLIDAY
HOUSE DECORATING
CONTEST

The Cranford Recreation and Parks
Department is accepting entries for its 10th
Annual Holiday House Decorating Contest.
Winners will be judged in the following
categories: Most Outrageous, Most Traditional,
Most Creative, Most Elegant, All Around
Favorite, and Fan Favorite.

Prizes will consist of a gift certificate to a local
establishment, as well as a lawn sign to let
everyone know that you are a winner.

A committee will vote on the winners except
Fan Favorite, which will be decided on by you,
the Cranford residents.

Judging will take place the week of December
16. Winners will be announced by week’s end.

Entries must be submitted by Friday,
December 13. To enter, please email completed
entry form and a picture of your decorated home
to: recreation@cranfordnj.org. Forms can be
found on the Recreation and Parks website,
cranfordrecreation.org.

Wills SAM*S LAl

LANDSGCAPING

COMPLETE PROPERTY CARE _ “# Cranford Area ChamberP of

Commerce Holiday Evemnt: -+
i

\VOURIIOCATHARDS GAPEISIVANDS GAPE]EX RERTS I WU ANV AP Ay /A
LEAF REMOVAL/PROPERTY CLEANUP | | &5 7iiimnins'™ e,
/ ENJOY OUR OFF- Silfurog. Uecenber 21 - Toollesy Reey with Sanfa

FREE SEASON HARDSCAPING LWl vk S
ESTIMATES SERVICES SUCH AS
PAVERS AND PATIOS!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR ALL OF OUR SERVICES ; laughaer, and unforgestabie mamants.

SSAMSLANDSCAERING.COM

CUSTOMER SERVICE = OUR BUSINESS: LANDSCAPING - OUR SPECIALTY!

Sossafuy . Hecombier. &, 15, 22 - Storviey wilh Senfo
Joim uds &n Lhe Cremiard CRambei Jdl.rng.luh page
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RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPERS RATE SHEET

We Mail 200,000 Newspapers
to Every Home & Business

We print Full Color
2-Sided, Flyers and
Menus that get inserted
into the newspapers,

] / k! and mailed to every
in 30 Towns' [edar Knodts EAST home and business in
Whippany Town for as low
Joe Renna 908'447'1295 as $100 per thousand.
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FULFILL WISH LISTS OF FOSTER CHILDREN

Child Focus
As the holiday season approaches, Child
Focus, the nonprofit child advocacy

organization that runs Court Appointed Special
Advocates (CASA) of Passaic and Union
Counties, is thrilled to announce the launch of
its annual Holiday Wish List Drive. This
initiative aims to bring joy and personalized
gifts to more than 400 children removed from
their homes due to abuse or neglect, honoring
their unique interests and wishes this holiday
season. The holidays can be especially difficult
for those involved in the child welfare system,
and this drive seeks to ensure each child feels
seen, valued, and celebrated.

Child Focus invites community members,
organizations, and businesses to support the
drive by purchasing items directly from its
Amazon Wish List, donating gift cards to
popular retailers such as Target, Amazon,
Walmart, Macy’s, Old Navy, and Sephora, or

contacting Child Focus directly to learn what
specific items are needed this year. All gifts
must be new, unwrapped, and delivered to the
Child Focus offices in Wayne or Elizabeth by
Monday, December 9.

“The holiday wish list drive is always a
bright spot in our programming, as our
community comes together to make wishes
come true for these children who have
experienced so much turmoil in their young
lives,” stated Child Focus Executive Director,
Erica Fischer-Kaslander. “It is an important
reminder that a small act of kindness can have
an incredible impact in a young person’s life.
We are grateful for our community partners
who have stepped up year after year, including
those who have been willing to scour the
internet and pound the pavement to locate some
of those special gifts, injecting some much-
needed holiday magic into the lives of these
deserving children.”

1nxi

FULL SERVICE WEBSITE,
SEQ, SOCIAL MEDIA, &
ONLINE MARKETING.

FULL COLOR FLYERS / BROCHURES / MENUS

PRINTING & MAILINGTO
EVERY HOME & BUSINESS

Minimum of 10000 Inserted in Renna Media Newspapers,
PDF artwork supplicd. Call for details and custom orders.

PRINTING
81/ x 11" $45 per thousand

Minimum cost is $450. Trifolding add $15 per thousand.
B3 x 117 full color / 2 sided S GOIb gloss coated siock

11"x 17"
Minimum cost is $850. INCLUDES FOLDING
Quarter-fold or Tri-fold, with coupon tab option.

70 full eodor 2 sided J 60lh ghoss coated stock

INSERTING $55 per thousand

Minimum cost is $350. Trifolding add $15 per thousand.

POST CARD $120 per thousand

B.57x 57/ full codor / 2 sided /9 pr.coated stock

STAND-ALONE EDDM

Artwork / Printing / Mail Prep / Shipping / Postage
All inclusive price: $400 per thousand

ARTWORK

Custom illl.lir.llinl,,phdnplphj:nﬂ.lﬂ:

et o g hungr. ww Rrmnsdndm ax L i ST g

RFNT\ AMEDIA.COM

JOE RENNA 908-447-1295
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

per thousand

$85 per thousand

$300

Child Focus thanks the community partners
who continually step up to make wishes come
true for hundreds of children in foster care.

For more information on the Holiday Wish
List Drive, including a link to the Amazon Wish
List, or to learn how you can become a CASA
volunteer, please visit childfocusnj.org or call
(973) 832-4002.

ABOUT CHILD FOCUS:

Child Focus prioritizes the needs and well-
being of infants, children and teens impacted by,
or at risk of, abuse or neglect by amplifying their
voices and working toward lasting, permanent
solutions that address their unique situations and
provide support needed to thrive. This critical
work is accomplished through three distinct but
complementary programs: CASA of Passaic and
Union Counties, NJ Safe Babies Court Team,
and the Open Door Store.

For more information about Child Focus, visit
childfocusnj.org.

REYNOLDS PLUMBING

(908) 276-5367
(201) 666-0003

Cranford, NJ

www.reynolds-plumbing.net

Dan DiFabio
Lic. #11749

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Lou DiFabio
Lic. #4237

Al’s Carp enfr¥ @
Home Improvements

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall
Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Call: 908.451.2230

ﬂ|5{:-ﬂrpﬂntr}fl'f@ﬂﬂ|ﬂﬂm Electrical Lic. # 14616

& Plumbing w #8660

STEPHANIE GARDENS
GARWOOD, NJ

1 BR starting at $1,769
Heat & hot water included. Cats allowed.
Conveniently located in residential area.

Call for Availability.
908.789.9198

Professionally managed by DanJon Management Corp., Inc.

Needleman

Roofing

SLATE - TILE - ASPHALT SHINGLES
SLATE ROOF WASHING

908-389-0200

FULLY INSURED FREE ESTIMATES

Lic. #13VH06601300
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Marano & Sons Auto Sales:
Not only do we sell l1ate model pre-owned vehicles,
but we will buy your car!
Any car no matter how old. We will buyout your lease,

payoff your loan, pick it up at your house.

MARANO & SONS

Keeping your car?

Did you know you can purchase an
extended warranty for your vehicle?

- coverage up to 120,000 miles - even if
you did not buy it from Marano & Sons.

Visit our website to value your car

MaranoSonsAuto.com

ipcations  507-13 South Avenue  908-789-1551
W woods N 150 South Avenue 908-789-0555
In G2 Fax 908-789-1792

LOOKING FOR A CAR, TRUCK OR SUV?

Visit our lots or shop at home. Search over 135 vehicles
by Make / Model/ Year/ Color / Body type / Engine specs / etc.

Like us on
i Facebook!!! Credit problems? Call us to get you approved!




