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CLASS OF 1972 CELEBRATES THEIR 70TH BIRTHDAY TOGETHER

Members of the Cranford High School Class (CHS) of
1972 know that their childhood and teenage years were
unique. Classmates were born in 1954, right in the middle of
the “Baby Boomers” generation (born 1946-1964). With
early childhoods in the 1960s, boomers lived through the
Vietnam War, the Civil Rights movement, women’s
liberation, sexual freedom, and the increase in the use of
recreational drugs. They remember the moon landing,
Beatlemania, vinyl records, cassette tapes, rotary telephones,
drive-in movies, and Tiny Tim’s marriage to Miss Vicki on
the Johnny Carson Show. The horrific assassinations of John
F. Kennedy, Robert Kennedy and Martin Luther King
remain seared on their memories.

These shared life experiences have created a lifelong bond
among classmates. More than 50 years have passed since
their graduation, but the nearly 500 CHS graduates have
remained in communication and have had 5 reunions with
strong attendance.

The class had their 50th reunion in 2022, but they didn’t
want to wait another 5 years to get together again. So they
decided to have a special “Birthday Party” reunion weekend,
to celebrate classmates’ turning 70 years old.

“Growing up, we all went to each other’s birthday
parties,” said Fay Painter, Co-Chair of the Reunion

Committee. “We remember playing kick ball, board games,
dress up, dolls...and just plain hanging out with each other.
We wanted to create a very informal weekend experience
with lots of time to reconnect to share old memories and to
create some new ones.”

The party started Friday, September 13 with a “Swinging
70’s Golf outing, followed by a picnic dinner at the
Deutscher Club of Clark, and the CHS Football game
Cranford vs. Carteret Friday evening. Saturday, classmates
gathered at 9 a.m. for a historical walk, led by the Historical
Society. At 10:30, there was a memorial tree planting on
Centennial Avenue. At noon, classmates attended various
meetups for each elementary school, where they shared
memorabilia. The afternoon was spent at “Cranstock,”
Cranford’s own version of “Woodstock” at Nomahegan
Park, featuring bands playing music from the 60’s and 70’s.
On Sunday, there was a memorial service honoring 56
classmates who have passed. The weekend concluded with a
spectacular brunch at Galloping Hills Country Club,
complete with games and a birthday cake.

“I think the weekend exceeded its goals. We heard nothing
but positive feedback and appreciation. We are all looking
forward to our 55th reunion in 2027,” Painter remarked.

(above) Cranford High School Class of 1972
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Complete Termite & Pest Control Since 1952
From rats to bats, skunks to racoons, and squirrels to mice
... and everything in between, WE CAN HELP.

PEST CONTROL

ArnoldsPestControl.com
9 Quine Street, Cranford, NJ 07016

CALL

ARNOLD’S TODAY:

Business license #90966A

908-276-8062
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SEND US YOUR NEWS
Do you have a community service that you
need help publicizing? Did you or someone
you know accomplish something amazing?
We are interested in hearing about your latest
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com
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CRANFORD’S WITCHES NIGHT OUT - OCT. 17TH

Join the Cranford Woman’s Club (CWC) for a
spooktacular night on October 17th for Witches
Night Out. Come with friends and meet up in
town for this popular Cranford event. The event
runs from 5:30 to 9 p.m. Thursday, October 17,
2024. It supports charitable causes.

Attendees will receive a witch hat, a booklet
with loads of downtown biz specials and
discounts, entry to the tricky tray and so much
more. There are two ticket levels: the Broomstick
Ticket (Base Ticket) is $20 and includes: Coupon
Book, Hat Decorating Contest, Tricky Tray,
Scavenger Hunt. The Cauldron Ticket (Base +
Service) is $40 and includes all of the above plus
a 10-minute tarot reading or a psychic reading.
It’s a great night supporting our businesses while
enjoying time with your favorite witches! The
Tricky Tray prizes are awesome — have a laugh
watching friends roam the streets with decorated
hats. Don’t miss out! Tickets are available via

VWilches ‘r@ﬁ Oul
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EventBrite.

The Cranford Woman’s Club donated more
than $35,000 last year to the community,
including Cranford Family Care, Project Home,
and First Aid Squad. Proceeds of the event will
be donated to Bosom Buddies and the CWC
Philanthropic Fund.

THE CRANFORD WOMAN’S CLUB:

The Cranford Woman’s Club, founded in 1949,
is a “volunteer organization richly rooted in the
tradition of giving back to the community and its
residents. While our common goal is enhancing
the quality of life in our community, one of the
many benefits is the lifelong friendships we make
along the way.” Last year the club donated over
$30,000 in cash and goods to the community,
including five scholarships to graduating
Cranford Seniors.

The Cranford Woman’s Club runs several
major events each year including Witches Night
Out, The Home for the Holidays House Tour
(12/3), Breakfast with the Bunny, and Sip ‘N
Shop. The Club’s Philanthropic focus is on
Cranford, with major beneficiaries being Project
Home, Cranford Family Care, Cranford First Aid
Squad and FLAG. The club meets the 2nd
Wednesday of each month at the VFW on South
Avenue at 7:30 p.m. Anyone is welcome to
attend.

owned &
operated

for over

25 years!

Follow us on Facebook n

Dumster rentals starting at $250.

Visit our website for details:

GrandSanitation.com

Residential * Construction * Industrial * Commercial

(GRAND

SANITATION SERVICE

10% OFF DELIVERY FEES

Order on our website and use code Renna10. Expires 10/31/24
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Call Today for a Free Estimate! [& 855.624.6655
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Payment Plans
HOME REMODELING GROUP WINDOWS $209 BASEMENTS $295

KITCHEMS SI8% BATHROOMS 5199
ROOFIMG 3247 DECKSPATIONS S189
SIDING §189 PORCHESSTERS 3165

ROOFING | SIDING | WINDOWS % Plons Avallabial
¥ Decks & Porches W8 KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BASEMENTS s Lo g
MASONRY | DECKS | PORCHES

VIRTUAL MEETINGS ALSO AVAILABLE

Interior & Exterior Remodeling | Family Owned & Operated
100% FINANCING AVAILABLE | 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

NIDCA |13VHO7755300

[BlMagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com
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RESTORATION OF 9/11 MEMORIAL

Township of Cranford
The Township thanks Cranford Boy Scouts,
and the Cranford Department of Public Works
crews, for restoring the 9/11 Memorial at Crane’s
Park.
Since the memorial was erected in 2003, each

(above) The Township of Cranford recognizes
and is thankful to the boy scouts of Troop 75,
the Cranford Department of Public Works and
Administrator Lavona Patterson for the
restoration of the 9/11 Memorial at
Crane s Park.

Photos by Township of Cranford

year Township employees work together to
beautify the 9/11 Memorial in advance of the
annual memorial service. This year the park
received a complete restoration.

Cranford Boy Scout from Troop 75, Sean
Hanna, chose to repair and upgrade the park and
memorial for an Eagle Scout Award. He
collaborated with fellow scouts, Township
Administrator Lavona Patterson, and the
Department of Public Works (DPW) to complete
the project.

"We are so proud of our Public Works team
and these young men who worked side-by-side
all summer, often in scorching hot weather, to
complete the work in time for the annual 9/11
Memorial Service. This Memorial was a result of
residents and the Township coming together to
create a lasting tribute to six Cranford residents
who died on 9/11,” said Kathleen Miller Prunty,
Township Commissioner and Public Works
Commissioner.

“We thank those who worked tirelessly after
9/11, and the team that worked to create a
beautiful public space to honor Dean P. Eberling,
Christopher Michael Grady, Robert H. Lynch, Jr.,
Gregory Milanowycz, Thomas M. Regan,
Leonard J. Snyder, Jr. and all those who were
lost,” said Ms. Miller Prunty.

Sean, with help from scouts Eric Kimball,
Colin Kimball, Max Drobitskiy and Arthur

Hrycak of Troop 75, worked in partnership with
DPW employees Gary Gonzalez, Adam Jackson,
Anthony Gonzalez, Adam Kopnis and Luis Ruiz
over several months this summer to complete the
improvements, resulting in new landscaping,
repairs of entrance steps to the park, resetting and
replacing paver walkways, and repairs to the
monument, including lighting.

Cranford Fire Chief Daniel J. Czeh thanked
Township Administrator Patterson for her
leadership to see this restoration project through
to completion. “We truly appreciate the priority
you put on the 9/11 Memorial Park. I’ve had my
team assist the DPW with cleaning the park for
the last nine years, as we felt the park needed
additional TLC for the ceremony,” Chief Czeh
said in a statement. “You made sure the 9/11
Memorial was upgraded, cleaned and ready.”

The 9/11 Memorial is located on the corner of
North Union and Springfield Avenues, across the
street from the Municipal Building. The
memorial service, on Wednesday, September 11,
at 6:30 p.m. hosted by the Cranford WTC
Committee and the Cranford Clergy Council,
pays respect to the six Cranford men and their
families, along with the nearly 3,000 people who
died on September 11, 2001, at the WTC,
Pentagon and in United Airlines Flight 93 as a
result of the terrorist attacks against the United
States.

Federal Credit Union

“The Atlantic

The Atlantic

Get Greenlight on us,
when you bank at

Federal Credit Union!

Greenlight is the debit card
and money app for kids and
teens serving over six
million parents and kids
nationwide.

Scan to learn more about banking at The Atlantic
and claiming your subscription to Greenlight,

The Greenlight card 1S Ssued by Community Federal Sanngs Bank, member FOIC, pursuant o license by Mastencand International. Card images shown are sllustrative and may vany from the
card you neceine

The Atlantic Federal Credst Unson Members ane elsgible for e Greenlight SELECT plan &t no cost when they connect thee The Atlamtse Federal Credm Bnion sotount &8 the Greenlght fundang
saurce for the entirety of the promotion, Subject to minimum balance requirements and identity werification. Upgrades will result in additional fees. Upon termination of promotion,
members will be responsible for associated moathly fees. See Greenlight's tenms for details, Offer ends 07/03/2026, Offer subject to charge and pariner participation, The Atlartic Federal
Cridlit Umion is Federally nsured by MCUA
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Why chose us? Guaranteed there is no GIMMICKS or price changes from 24 /7
beginning to finish! At Kenza Roofing&Chimney; LLC. we make dreams come

true. EMERGENCY

With years of experience, in ROOFING, CHIMNEY & MASONRY, this
phrase has become more than a catchy slogan. It's simply the way we do s ERVI C E
business. We offer quality, professionalism and competitive pricing for every

job, regardless of project size. Customer satisfaction is our primary goal.

Kenza Roofing&Chimney LLC. looks forward to making your dream a reality. Go Og I e

Call us Today For Your FREE Estimate! 908 627-9696
_ Pt
FIVE STAR

CUSTOMER RATING

g )Like us on

15% OFF
SENIOR
DISCOUNT

$300 OFF i = m3d $1,300
ANY e e S CHIMNEY

CHIMNEY:
REPAIR - GUTTER CLEANING

combined with any other offer. [ eg Average house size. With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 10/31/24. " = Expires 10/31/24.

$300 OFF & s400 OFF : S800 OFF

ANY ROOF ANY NEW
REPAIR _ NEVE SB02 § ROOF JOB

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. With coupon. Cannot be comblned with any other offer. With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 10/31/24. Expires 10/31/24. Expires 10/31/24. Expires 10/31/24.
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(above) Have you got your Ducky?

WHEN THERE WERE
WITCHES - 0CT 8

College Women's Club of Cranford
Free and open to the public.
Lecture Title
When There Were Witches: An Exploration of
the Salem Witch Trials
Presenter
Mickey DiCamillo, trustee at the Historical
Society of Moorestown, research librarian
and archivist
Date
Tuesday, October 8, 2024 @ 7:30 p.m.
Location
First Presbyterian Church, Thomson Hall,
11 Springfield Avenue, Cranford
Description
In January of 1692, a strange illness seized
control of five young girls living in Salem
Village, a contentious and divided town in the
Massachusetts Bay Colony. When medical
professionals couldn’t identify the illness, the
town believed the girls had come "under an evil
hand." Events soon spiraled out of control with
local divisions and a splintered colonial
government feeding the frenzy. Archivist Mickey
DiCamillo unravels the events with archival
documents from the period, and program
participants will interact with transcripts from the
1692 interrogations of suspected witches.
Participants will also learn where the documents
live online, so they can investigate more on their
own. A Q&A session follows the presentation.

le LAWRENCE
L A W

DIVORCE & FAMILY LAWYERS

o Watchung « Red Bank
/ 908-645-1000
lawlawfirm.com

Jeralyn Lawrence, Esg

LAST CALL FOR RUBBER DUCKY RACE 2024

Hanson Park Conservancy’s 13th Annual
Rubber Ducky Derby is scheduled for Sunday,
October 6, 2024, at 4:00 p.m. The Race is held
at Sperry Park in Cranford, NJ. The rain date is
Sunday October 13, 2024.

On race day, over one thousand individually
numbered rubber ducks will tumble over the
falls at Sperry Park racing to the finish line at the
North Union Ave Bridge. Numerous prizes for
the fastest lucky duckies will be awarded. The
top prize is a $250 Gift card.

Boy Scouts are on hand to collect every
rubber ducky after the race is completed. They
are then cleaned and reused for next year’s race.

Ducks can be purchased at two locations:
Periwinkles, on North Union Avenue downtown
Cranford, or the Cranford Canoe Club on
Springfield Ave. Purchase a single Duck for
$5.00 or a flock of 5 ducks for $20.00. Please
secure your tickets early as ducks are limited,

and the race has been known to sell out.

We will also sell ducks the morning of the
race in Sperry Park between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.
No duck sales after 2 pm as we need to prepare
them for the big race.

Cranford’s own Bernie Wagenblast returns
this year as our Race MC. We have three top
prizes and a variety of other prizes. Winner does
not need to be present to win.

In case of inclement weather, please check
social media for updates on race conditions.

All  proceeds benefit Hanson Park
maintenance and educational programs. If you
have not yet walked through this lovely little
park, please visit this hidden gem located at 38
Springfield Ave.

We look forward to seeing everyone on
Sunday at Sperry Park.

Have you got your Ducky? See you at the
Race!

1-800-TEAM-LAW ©

INJURED?

TELL US YOUR STORY. THE CONSULTATION IS FREE.

TOBIN « KESSLER « GREENSTEIN « CARUSO - WIENER + KONRAY

ONE OF NEW JERSEY'S
TOP-RATED LAW FIRMS

$10

MILLION

Medical Malpractice

$18

MILLION

$1.9

MILLION

Car Accident

Construction Site Accident

* Personal Injury
* Motor Vehicle Accidents
* Medical Malpractice
= Workers' Compensation

fﬁ"\_\

4 ..-J
“&

136 Central Avenue
Clark, New Jersey
1-B00-TEAM-LAW

+12 Office Locations
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ROOFING & MASONRY

EXPERTS

B SKYLIGHTS
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' CHIMNEY CLEANING
 STARTING AT $150

1
1
I MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
I With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
1

Expires 10/31/24.

Sl s Coal | |

FOUNDATION REPAIRS BEFORE & AFTER

1 5% SENIOR CITIZEN |
! OFF DISCOUNT '

1 MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
1 With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
1 Expires 10/31/24.

'$250-$350

. ANY CHIMNEY JOB

I MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
I With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
1

Expires 10/31/24.

300" o

1

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 |
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer. |
Expires 10/31/24. 1

: OFF ANY NEW
*800°" RoorJos :
PREFERRED 24/7 1 With s coupan, My not b combined ity ater s |
s CONTRACTO EMERGENCY Sttt e lOmzs L ;

WE OFFER SERVICE CAEN CAEN
. ANY ROOF REPAIR

S )0 [NTEREST FINANCING
Call or Text Ray 24/7 for Emergencies 973-718-0020 MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 2068529
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 800-206-8529 : . ___owwew ___0C
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CLASS OF 1974 GELEBRATES o0TH REUNION

Members of the Cranford High School class

of 1974 gathered in Cranford on the weekend of 3,

September 13 — 14, 2024. Some of their
activities included a golf outing, a Cranford HS
home football game, meet ‘n greet Cranford
downtown bar crawl, the Cranstock summer
wing 2024 festival at Nomehegan Park, and the
grand finale was a 50th Reunion Dinner held at

the Gran Centurions in Clark.
Courtesy photos

e . s
OPEN 7 DAYS

e Catering ¢ Dine In BYOB ¢ Take-Out
Gluten-Free Menu Available

220 South Ave. East
Granford, NJ

j 908-497-0700

Like us on Facebook
ciaobellorestaurant. com

Get a complimentary desert with this coupon durlng !
i the month of July with the order of two entrees.
Expires 10/31/24.

CDC Theatre's Fri/Sat-Oct. 11-26/8pm
et e Sun-Oct. 20,27/2pm

' SUPERSTAR

.

-
Ih"‘

Music by Andrew Llovd Webber

HEAre.Org

Fiji‘.'[iﬁ;:..’nt..[‘nnf{uﬂ. N] Lyrics by 'I'im Rice _




CRANFORD MONTHLY - Page 9 « October 2024

MURSELI PRO
CONSTRUCTION '

* NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

Family
Owned &
Operated For
20 Years

CHIMNEYS

o NEW
FUNDATIONS

~ | * RE-ROOF
e NEW ROOF

* ROOF REPAIRS
* SHINGLES

e CLEANING
* RE-LINE
* REPAIRS
¢ REBUILD

* BRICK & BLOCK
* SIDEWALKS

™ REPAIR ¢ FLAT ROOF e CAPPING
COMPLETE SET OF STEPS : ,
Up to 6 Feet, 5 Steps / Brick, Limestone & Concrete cHIMNERY LINER F‘?ér_ ﬁf‘il{i

A
M $1,300| & Homendvisor

.. WHY SHOULD | USE A CHIMNEY LINING
‘4 SYSTEM?e Protect your house from heat

| transfer combustibles .. x5 Like us on

| . . :
|  Protect the masonry from the corrosive —
by products of combustion

¢ Provide a correctly sized flue for
optimum efficiency of appliance MasierElile

AT N R . O TP

dH

Easy &
Effective

~ Save $1,000 ON ROOF
- REPLACEMENT 9

- ¥ is invisible,
Cleaning Long Term Preservation odorless,

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 10/31/24. With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 10/31/24.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

of $1,000 or more

| I

1 !

1!

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other : :
1 !

L

of $2,000 or more : , (any Average House)
With coupon. Cannot be combined wnh any other 1 Wlth coupon. Cannot be combined with any other |
: l offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 10/31/24.

_______________________________________________________

: With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other

: offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 10/31/24.
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aHRST FRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF CRANFORD

11 Sprnghield Ave., Crankerd, MI

WHY CHILCREN'S CHCIR?

Teamwork
\ fnC'.TTe,r- I'm Cenfident

1=

——— E—

Rehearsals Thursdays 4:15 = 5:00pm
September thruugh!H

o

|Ea Eng_ in Church once per month + bwe musicals
{Ea b experience needed - no auditions - just come!
AN Faiths Welcome!

REGISTER OMLIMNE!
www firstprescranford.org/ministries

CHS OPENING GALA CONCERT - OCT. 17

Cranford High School Performing Arts
Department will present its annual Opening Gala
Concert on Thursday, October 17, 2024, at 7:30
p.m. It is free and open to the public. The concert
has become a back-to-school tradition in
Cranford and provides parents and the
community a first look at the performing groups
for the coming year. The concert features first
performances from the Cranford High School
Concert Choir, Madrigal Choir, Noteworthy and
West End Blend a cappella groups, the CHS

BOOK SALE -

String Orchestra, Jazz Band, and Concert Band,
as well as the CHS Performing Arts Dancers and
Actors, and the Cougar Marching Band. The
Cranford High School spring musical production
will also be announced. “The Opening Gala is a
favorite concert of parents and community
members because it’s a little bit of everything we
do,” said Anthony Rafaniello, director of the
choral program. “It’s a great way to welcome the
new school year and the new performance
season.”

0CT. 17-19

Friends of the Cranford Public Library

Looking for some good reading at bargain
prices? The Friends of the Cranford Public
Library invite you to visit their used book sale in
the library's "Friendly Book Cellar." Browse
through shelves full of 25,000+ books and make
as many selections as you'd like! Most adult
hardcover books are $2.00 and paperback books
are $1.00. Most children's books are 25 cents or
50 cents!

The Book Sale will take place on Thursday,
October 17 (1-8 p.m.), Friday, October 18 (10
a.m. - 4 p.m.), and Saturday, October 19 (10 a.m.
- 4 p.m.), which is Bag Day. For just $8, you can
fill a shopping bag with books. Cash or checks
only. Registration is required and can be done so
at cranfordlibrary.org/friends.php

@ﬁ"ij'f””

November 10, 2024 - January 7, 2025
Open to the Public
Liberty Hall Academic Center Gallery | Kean University
1003 Morris Ave, Bldg. 2 | Union, Mew Jersey
galleries.kean.edu | (908) 737-5301

The Friends look forward to seeing you at the
"Friendly Book Cellar." The Friends of the
Library is a non-profit organization. Proceeds of
all book sales and monetary donations benefit
library programming and events for all ages
throughout the year.

These sales are only made possible because of
your book donations. Donations of books in
good-new condition are welcomed and
appreciated, any time during library hours.
Library staff at the front desk can help direct you.
While we welcome donations, please note that
we cannot accept the following: encyclopedias,
textbooks, moldy/musty/soiled/damaged books,
audiocassettes, VHS tapes. Thank you for your
consideration!

Fall 2024

Wigstock by Pierre Dalpé
Hemingway in Comics
Silence Breaking: Gail Winbury

GALLERIES

EEAMN LINMIVERSITY

Reservation Required

1000 Morris Ave | Union, New Jersey
Monday-Friday 10AM-4PM

Guest parking is available behind the building
Tickets available at galleries. kean.edu
Reserved ticket required

galleries.kean.edu
(908) 737-5300
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FOUR HEROES TO BE FEATURED THIS YEAR AT MEMORIAL DAY 2025

A foreword by Don Sweeney

Nine years ago, I shared my experience at the
Cranford Memorial Day Ceremony, which
eventually grew into what many now recognize
simply as the Cranford 86. The tablets bearing the
names of 85 men (Father Watters is missing) who
went to war and never returned have become a
powerful symbol of our town’s respect and
gratitude for those brave souls who made the
ultimate sacrifice for our freedom. Our team
takes great pride in knowing that our research and
writing have brought these heroes' life stories to
light, detailing how their military service led to
their loss. In 2014, when we first started, a
Google search of their names would yield little
to no information. Today, that same search will
lead you to our stories and photographs that
document these heroes' lives.

Initially, I wrote each story, with facts provided
by Steve Glazer and Stu Rosenthal. Over time,
we’ve expanded our team to include other voices
for different perspectives. Janet Ashnault, a Gold
Star family member, joined us during the writing
of her husband’s brother’s story, Vietnam War
Cranford 86 honoree Raymond Ashnault.
Starting as a skilled proofreader, Janet has since
evolved into a co-writer and now a talented
storyteller in her own right, bringing a unique
empathy that adds the compassion our Cranford
86 stories are known for. Vic Bary, a decorated

Vietnam veteran who previously served as our
Military Expert, now leads the writing on
Vietnam hero profiles. His emotional connection
to his fallen comrades gives his stories a distinct
and poignant perspective. Lastly, Barry Mazza,
our newest team member, has brought expertise
in the latest technologies, providing us with a
better platform to deliver our mission to readers.

Each year after Memorial Day, our team
gathers to assess the research ahead and the
interest in specific stories from our project’s
supporters. Together, we decide which of our
currently anonymous heroes will be unveiled to
our readers in the Cranford Monthly and on our
website, Cranford86.org. This year, we found
inspiration in the Apple TV series Masters of the
Air, which depicts the WWII flight crews of the
Army Airmen of the 100th Bomber Squadron, the
B-17 Flying Fortress-powered "Bloody 100th".
Remarkably, our list of Cranford 86 soldiers and
airmen includes 25 pilots or crew members—co-
pilots, navigators, bombardiers, aerial gunners,
and electronic warfare officers. The series
resonated with us not only because it portrays real
WWII heroes, but also because it highlights the
brotherhood among these men, offering insights
into the relationships our 25 heroes likely
experienced as well.

The series also showcases the engineering
marvels that these incredibly young airmen had

at their disposal, from the B-17 itself to the top-
secret Norden bombsight, which has been
featured in some of our past stories. For those
planning to read our upcoming four stories in the
Cranford Monthly, we recommend watching the
nine hours of this series either before or after
reading, as it may provide a deeper understanding
and appreciation of the profiles of our 2024-2025
heroes.

Are You
Ready For
Some

Football
Party ?
Platters.

//Custom Catering

" for any size party
o SLOPPY JOE PLATTERS

Perfect for * MR' J,s WRAP TRAYS

Tailgating! ® 3-6 FOOT SUB SANDWICHES

L

Plan Ahead - Call Today

908-272-0370

See our full menu online at:

mrjsdeliincranford.com
15 Walnut Ave. Cranford, NJ

ol I smalesnn W ¥ an il Sared

| PIZZA & GRILL

15-19 Wood Avenue South, Linden, NJ

908-862-2334

Visit Our Website for Directions & Menu
linwoodinntaphouse.com

TAP

24 IMPORT,
CRAFT & DOMETIC

s

BEERS

Monday - 11:30am - 11pm
Tuesday 11:30am - 11pm
Wed 11:30am - 11pm
Thursday 11:30am - 12am
Friday 11:30am - 12am
Saturday 11:30am - 12 am

Sunday 12 Noon - 11pm

j Visit us on
v 1 Facebook

Visit our website and select online ordering. (@F %g
www.linwoodinntaphouse.com & 1@4-: i

Follow us on

@

NFL

otball
Finday

Open_for
ay Night F

ootball
Mond

Watch Games on our
42 big screen TVs

RATED 8.2 BY BARSTOOL
PIZZA REVIEW’S
DAVE PORTNOY!
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MEET CAPTAIN ANTHONY KENT JOHNSON VIETNAM WAR AIRCRAFT FATALITY

Written by Vic Bary; researched by Janet Ashnault, Susan Franks and Vic Bary

PARADISE LOST

Two young American boys gambol on the
beaches of Aruba. Sprinting first across the
sand, only to dive into the warm Caribbean
seas to swim and swim and swim. Then they
come out of the water and repeat the process all
over again. On other days they explore the
island’s caves and abandoned mines. For
young Tony Johnson and Vlad Broz, whose
fathers were American engineers employed by
Standard Oil and working in Aruba, life
seemed an unending vacation. But like all
vacations, this one would come to an end, but
the friendship between the two boys would
endure.

PRE-CRANFORD YEARS

Anthony Kent Johnson was born October 8,
1940 in Fulton, New York. He had one younger
brother, Terry. (Terry would receive an
Electrical Engineering degree from Norwich
University, and would become a US Army 2nd
Lieutenant (2LT) and would serve in Vietnam in
1972.)

Anthony’s younger years showed frequent
travel between the continental United States and
Aruba, most likely associated with his father
Ernest’s employment. His father, along with his
best friend Vlad Broz’s father, were engineers
for Standard Oil Company. Neighboring island
Curacao was a refining stop for South American
petroleum.

The two families lived in the corporation’s
Lago Colony on the east end of Aruba. For the
two boys, Aruba was a magical place. They
spent their free time swimming, running on the
beach and exploring caves and abandoned
mines. They never owned cold weather clothes.
US entry records show Anthony: arriving in
Miami May 12, 1945 aboard a Royal Dutch
Airlines flight; arriving in Boston June 7, 1948
from Aruba; and arriving in New York City
April 15, 1950 from Curacao. In 1953 Standard
Oil relocated both families to New Jersey.

Anthony’s family settled in Cranford at 611
Springfield Avenue. His friend, Vlad Broz,
whose father had moved his family to Westfield
at the same time, posted the following in 2011
on the “Wall of Faces” Vietnam Veterans
Memorial website:

“My Best Budd — So Long Ago. Some
memories never die, and those growing up with
Tony in Aruba, and then Cranford were fun. Our
six week drive to Acapulco in my ’53 Plymouth
just before he joined the AF was a proper send-
off. Last time I saw him was in 1963. He was
based at Columbus, MS and I was off to the
Army Helicopter flight school in Texas. I was
with Air America, Saigon when I heard of his
crash. Saw the wreckage in Da Nang. Big
bummer. Visited his memorial at Andersen AFB
in Guam years later. We sure had some fun
times.”

(Note: Air America was the clandestine CIA
air operation in Southeast Asia during the
Vietnam War. After piloting for the US Army
and then Air America, Vlad went on to a career
as a corporate helicopter pilot.)

(above, left) Anthony (Tony) Johnson, eighteen

years old, as he looked in 1958. Pictured here

as a rising senior from the 1958 Cranford High
School yearbook, the Golden C.

CRANFORD YEARS

The Johnson family took up residence at 611
Springfield Avenue in Cranford in 1953, and Tony
would complete the remainder of his public
school education in Cranford, graduating from
Cranford High School in 1958. The yearbook and
his 1967 obituary state that he was a member of
the Chess Club, Biology Club, Bowling Club, and
Rifle Club. His yearbook entry says he loved
building, flying, and repairing model airplanes,
but disliked work. Those who knew him said they
remember him as a “sweet kid”.

Upon graduating CHS, Tony began studies at
the New York Anthony’s home in Cranford, 611
Springfield Avenue, as of 2024. State Agricultural
and Technical Institute from which he graduated
in 1962. During the summers he was employed as
a lifeguard at the Cranford Swim Club off of
Kenilworth Boulevard in Cranford. It was there
in 1960 that Susan Frank, who would provide
much of the information we have about Tony
before he joined the Air Force upon college
graduation, first met him. She said Tony was
dating a member of the swimming pool staff,
while she was dating his best friend Vlad. Upon
graduation, and before joining the military to
become a United States Air Force (USAF)
navigator (Tony) and a US Army helicopter pilot
(Vlad), the two friends set off on an extended trip
to Acapulco, Mexico. On the way out, they
stopped by Susan Frank’s college in South
Carolina to visit her. Upon their return from
Mexico, Susan said they had so little money left
that they couldn’t take the New Jersey Turnpike
home. (It was Vlad who would later inform Susan
of Tony’s death in 1967.)

Tony then began officer training at the USAF
Cadet School in Harlingen, Texas. He planned to
make a career in the Air Force. In January, 1964,
Tony Johnson married Bromley Roberts of
Belmont, MA. They would have one child. Vlad
wanted to be a pilot, but at 6’ 5” tall, found he
exceeded the Air Force height limit for pilots. So
he joined the US Army and began primary
helicopter flight training at Ft Wolters, Texas.
Both friends would successfully complete their
military officer training.

(above) Anthony’s home in
Cranford, 611 Springfield
Avenue, as of 2024.

(above, right) Captain Anthony Johnson, is
pictured here at his Cranford home while on
leave between his three deployments as a
career Air Force officer.

MILITARY EXPERIENCE

Upon completion of Cadet School, Tony was
commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant in the USAF. He
was then sent to Advanced Navigator Training at
Mather Air Force Base (AFB), Sacramento,
California. There he was qualified as both a
navigator and a radar operator. He became part
of the Strategic Air Command (SAC), and was
subsequently promoted to Ist Lieutenant, and
then to Captain in 1966. Between 1965 and 1967,
Captain (CPT) Johnson completed three 6-month
Vietnam tours of duty, serving on B-52 bombers
conducting Arc Light bombing missions. During
his military service he was awarded the National
Defense Service Medal, the Vietnam Service
Medal, the Good Conduct Medal, and numerous
Air Medals. (Although not mentioned in various
articles, he would also be entitled to the Purple
Heart, which is reflected on his military
gravestone.)

B-52 BOMBERS AND ARC LIGHT

The B-52 “Stratofortress” was an eight engine,
subsonic jet bomber introduced in 1952 to play
the role of strategic nuclear bomber during the
Cold War. It remains in operation today, more
than 70 years later. With the increased United
States involvement in Vietnam, a number of B-
52D models were converted to “Big Belly”
versions capable of carrying 30 tons of
conventional bombs. That payload would
include eighty-four 500-1b bombs within the
bomb bay and another twenty-four 750-1b bombs
on under wing pylons. This configuration was
used for “Arc Light” bombing missions.

Arc Light missions would engage in bombing
enemy: bases, supply routes, behind the lines
troop concentrations, and occasionally in direct
support of ground troops in combat (as they did
at Khe Sanh in 1968). They would bomb from
an altitude of 30,000 feet, and the enemy would
be unaware of their presence until the bombs
began to detonate. Arc Light bombing raids were
conducted between November, 1965 and April,
1973 overtly in South and North Vietnam, and
covertly in Cambodia and Laos.

I have several strong recollections of Arc
Light strikes from my 1967 service in Vietnam.

(continued on page 16)



CAPTAIN ANTHONY KENT JOHNSON (continued from page 12)

While flying a helicopter mission close to the
Cambodian border, we flew over the site of an
earlier Arc Light strike. The bomb craters were
filled with monsoonal rain water, and as I
watched, a column of three US Army M-48 main
battle tanks (each 30 feet in length) carefully
skirted one of the bomb craters. The three tank
column measured less than half the
circumference of the bomb crater.

Several times while sleeping in my bunk at my
Phu Loi Army airbase, an Arc Light strike being
conducted somewhere west of us caused my
bunk to dance across the concrete floor, with me
in it. Arc Light strikes were truly awe-inspiring,
even the ground quivered in response.

THE CRASH OF B-52D TAIL NUMBER 56-0601

1967 found Captain Anthony Johnson on his
third six-month Vietnam tour, assigned to 736th
Bomber Squadron, 254th Bomb Wing (on
temporary duty), and 4133rd Bomb Wing
(Provisional) of SAC. The unit flew its missions
out of Andersen USAF base, Guam. These would
be 14-hour missions requiring two in-flight
refuelings.

On July 8, 1967, CPT Johnson’s aircraft (code
name “Corny 26”) was part of a three-plane cell
(“Brown 2”) tasked with bombing Vinh, North
Vietnam and then landing at U-Tapao Thai Royal
Navy airfield in Thailand. Tony was substituting
for another navigator who was unable to make
the flight. During the mission “Corny 26”
experienced electrical problems preventing it
from extending its flaps during landing to slow
the aircraft. Some sources also reported that it
had lost power to two of its eight engines. The
pilot, Major Gene W. Brown, asked for and
received permission to divert to Da Nang airfield
in South Vietnam about 290 miles south of Vinh.
The official accident report continues.

Unable to lower flaps to reduce the landing
speed, the pilot made a go-around and touched
down at higher than normal landing speed within
the first 1,000 feet of the runway. However, the
plane skip-bounced back into the air coming
down nearly 6,000 feet later. It overran the end
of the runway at 100 knots (nearly 115 mph). Its
undercarriage hit the bottom of a drainage ditch
and the nose of the plane hit the ground. The
plane broke apart and caught fire, coming to rest
in a minefield and detonating some of the mines.
The fire was so intense that a rescue helicopter
was waved off. Firefighters would battle the
blaze for three hours.

(above, I-r) Cpt. Anthony K. Johnson, Ist Lt. John A. Prescott, 2nd Lt. Robert R. Tuttle,
2nd Lt. Bruce E. Nostrand

All five officers in the cockpit of the plane,
including CPT Anthony Johnson, were killed.
Only the tail gunner, Technical Sergeant
(TSGT) Albert 1. Whitley survived after
rescuers chopped apart his Plexiglas canopy and
extracted him. He had only minor scratches and
abrasions.

During the Vietnam War B-52s flew 126,615
sorties (flights by an individual aircraft). Tony’s
B-52 would be one of 13 B-52s lost to
“operational issues” (loss due to other than
hostile fire). Another 18 B-52s would be lost to
hostile fire.

FINAL THOUGHTS

At the time of his death, Tony and Bromley
Johnson had a 10-month old son, Christopher
Allyn. Tony’s remains were returned to the US
and he was interred at the Liberty Corner
Presbyterian Church Cemetery, Liberty Corner,
New Jersey. CPT Anthony Kent Johnson, the
“sweet kid” to his friends and neighbors, served
his country with honor and distinction. It is so
unfortunate that his story ended as it did,
especially since he was not originally assigned
to the flight that took his life.

Researcher and friend Susan Franks best
summed of the tragedy of Tony Johnson’s loss:

“I just remember this cute, happy go lucky
kid, hanging out at the pool, going on double
dates to the drive in movies and then, the last
time I saw him, on his way to Mexico for an
adventure with his buddy Vlad. All these years
later, when I found out he had tragically died in
Vietnam, it brought back a lot of the feelings I
had about that war at the time and now. It was
just so wrong that this great kid should not be
alive with us now, to be with his wife, raise his
son, and to have grandchildren. All for a war
that our politicians and military personnel knew
we could not win. It became important to me
that Tony not be forgotten and that his family
should know that their loss and pain was
acknowledged. So that started me on this
journey and I am so grateful that Janet and Vic
have joined me. I'm just hoping that someday
we'll hear from a member of his family or a
friend who will see his flag and story and know
they are not alone in missing him."

A special note of thanks is due to Susan
Franks and to Cranford 86 volunteer Janet
Ashnault for their invaluable assistance in
researching this story.
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(left) The arm
patch that Tony
Johnson wore as
a navigator on
the five-member
flight crew in the
736th Bomber
Squadron.

(above) B-52D with its full payload
of weaponry, also known as a
“full ordinance load”.

(above) A B-52 demonstrating its capability to
drop massive amounts of bombs in short order.

—
(above) A photo of an M-48A43 tank taken by
author Vic Bary in Vietnam.

we do our best to visit the grave of our hero if

it is at all possible. We located Tony s modest
grave in the Liberty Corner Presbyterian

Church cemetery, not far from volunteer Janet

Ashnault’s home. With some basic gardening
tools we groom the grass around the brass

plaque and position an American Flag while

saying a little prayer.
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Mountainside’s Restaurant Week
is back for the second year! It will run from
OCTOBER 14TH THROUGH THE 20TH.
There will be ten establishments offering plenty of
opportunities to take advantage of.

Choose from breakfast at the Mountainside Deli,
a mouthwatering sandwich from Mazzella’s
or a romantic dinner at the Spanish Tavern.
There will be something for everyone.
Most of the restaurants offer outdoor dining or if
you prefer to eat in the comfort of your own home,
all of the restaurants offer take out.

Visit the Restaurant Week website

mountainsiderestaurantweek.com
for more information, including a full list
of participating establishments.

Participating Establishments:
* Bovella’s  Chrone’s « Echo Tap » Famous Dave’s
* Mazzella’s « Mosaico * Mountainside Deli
* Publick House * Spanish Tavern ¢ Stage House Tavern

Krause Dental Care
General Esthetic Dentistry

Excellence * Integrity * Personal Care

Kurt M. Krause D.M.D

908-272-3001

Saturday Hours Available
Free Onsite Parking
Handicap Accessible

118 North Avenue West,
Suite 101
Cranford, NJ 07016

EDWARD ]. HOBBIE MARK E. HOBBIE

HOBBIE & HOBBIE
ATTORNEYS AT LAW, LLC

Celebrating over 50 years of service
to the Cranford and Westfield area.

908-276-4777
hobbieandhobbie.com

fax: 908-709-1663 ® Real Estate
edward@hobbieandhobbie.com mark@hobbieandhobbie.com

476 South Avenue. East, Cranford, NJ 07016-0863

¢ Estate Administration
e Will and Trusts
¢ Elder Law

CRANFORD BARBER SHOP GRAND RE-OPENING

Cranford Barber Shop celebrated its Grand Re-
opening on August 7, 2024, after moving from
North Avenue to its new location at 108 Walnut
Avenue. Cranford Barber Shop originally opened
in 1922 and though the location has changed, the
traditional, old-timey service has stayed the same.
The new owner, Mike Rosa, worked at the old

shop for over 2 years. His colleagues Tony
DiLillo has over 40 years’ experience, and Vince
Rivetti has over 50 years.

Opened from Tuesday through Saturday, the
shop offers regular men’s haircuts and beard
trimming to walk-in customers. All haircuts are
only $18.

(above, I-r) Cranford Barber Shop haircutters and customers, Tony Dilello with
Felice Giannobile, Mike Rosa with John Trapp, Vince Ribetti with Tom DiRusso.

908-955-8700
108 Walnut Ave. * Cranford,NJ

HAIR CUTS AND BEARD TRIMMING

Traditional, Old-Timey Service!

HOURS:

Tue & Wed: 10a - 6pm
Thu & Fri: ~ 9am - 6pm
Satuday: 8:30am - 5pm
Sun & Mon: Closed

Walk-ins only
ALL HAIRCUTS $1 8

KONANTIQUES

WE Buy ANTIQUES

FREE HOUSE CALLS
908-578-7593

WE BUY: Sterling Silver, Antique Jewelry, Costume Jewelry, Coins,
Art, Watches & Clocks, Porcelain, Modern Items (50’s, 60’s, 70’s),

Over20  Some Furniture, Hummel & Lladro Figurines
years of
Experience
Located
in Summit

Free on-site consultation at your home or business

info@konantiques.com

Antique Toys, Asian Decorative Arts, Judaica, Lighting, Military Items

PAYLESS ROOFING

Roofing, Siding & Repairs

Tired of paying too much???
Call Bruno

908-486-0866
or 973-906-8404

Many References ® 25 years of experience
Lic # 13VH00418100
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MY HANDYMAN & PAINTER mﬁ-

QUALITY HOME IMPROVEMENTS
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

e Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling.
e Sheetrock, Install & Repair.

e Painting, Electric & Plumbing.

e Windows, Siding & Roofing.
 Basement Waterproofing eyl

732-331-9572 oy

www.MyHandymanAndPainter.com

7
= E o
View our Google Reviews.

4.9 Google Llcensed & Insured
werns | ks License #13VH11554200

FREE ESTIMATES! F===

| END OF SEASON DECK SPECIALS
De51gned e Built e Repalred o Stamed

S Pet friendly
- We support
animal rescues

il

MY HANDYMAN & PAINTER LLC. 100 WALNUT AVE, SUITE 210. CLARK NJ 07066

llllllll
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BOY SCOUT
TROOP 75 NEWS

Boy Scout Troop 75 of Cranford conducted a
service project for the Abraham Clark Memorial
House on August 17, 2024. The Boy Scouts and
Leaders cleaned up the windows, sidewalks,
grindstone, monument and chairs, helping the
Abraham Clark Chapter of the New Jersey
Society of the Sons of the American Revolution
get ready for the 105th anniversary
commemoration of the Abraham Clark
Monument in front of the house on September
14. The Boy Scouts who volunteered were Ryan
Gurski, Colin and Eric Kimball, Owen and Kyle
Santos, and Arthur Hrycak. The Scout Leaders
who volunteered were Max Drobitskiy, Paul and
Nicole Kimball, Jorge Santos, Joseph Gurski, and
Orest Hrycak. Contact Chris Sands at
chrissands44@aol.com for any questions on the
Sons of the American Revolution or the Abraham

Clark Memorial House.

PENTALLARE ASSOCIATES

R s FIEAL THY SSILES FHOR 6% YT ARS

IMMEDIATE
DENTURE

REPAIR

908.322.7800
ACCIDENTS

CAN HAPPEN

Repairs: 1 Hour Service
Relines: 3 Hour Service
Schedule Permitting

LET US
HELP YOU!
567 Park Ave - Scotch Plains -
www.njdentalcare.com |

JOIN US FOR A VILLAINOUS ADVENTURE - OCT 18

Prepare for a wickedly fun experience as the
Livingston Avenue School Haunted House
returns on October 18 and 19, 2024, with a new
theme: Disney Villains! This year, guests will
step into a world of mischief and mayhem,
encountering iconic villains such as Maleficent,
Gothel, Gaston, Scar, Jafar, Ursula, Cruella
rooms, and the Oogie Boogie graveyard.

Dare to explore rooms filled with dastardly
deeds and nefarious plans as these infamous
Disney Villains come to life, creating a
hauntingly magical experience for all ages. Come
dressed in your favorite costumes and be
prepared for an evening of spine-tingling fun!

In addition to the haunted house, enjoy
refreshments, games, and activities that are
perfect for families and friends looking to
embrace the Halloween spirit. Proceeds from the
event will support the Livingston Avenue School
PTA, funding important school programs and
Initiatives.

The Haunted House will be held on October
18 and 19 from 5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. at
Livingston Avenue School, 75 Livingston
Avenue, Cranford, NJ. Tickets are $5 per person
at the door, or you can purchase "fast-pass"
tickets online for $7 per person (which will get
you in approximately within a 15-minute time
frame) at lashauntedhouse.com.

For more information, please contact

Laura and Tim Styler at

LASHauntedHouse@yahoo.com.

ABOUT LIVINGSTON AVENUE SCHOOL PTA:

The Livingston Avenue School PTA is
committed to enhancing the educational
experience of students by supporting teachers,
organizing events, and fostering community
engagement. Our annual Haunted House is a
highlight of the year, bringing families together
for a night of fun while raising funds to benefit
our school.

TRICKY TRAY RAFFLE NOV. 9

St. Michael School Cranford

You’re invited to St. Michael School
Cranford's Annual Tricky Tray to be held on
Saturday, November 9th, 2024.

Admission tickets can be purchased for $25
starting on October 8, 2024 until tickets sell out.
You must have an admission ticket to attend this
event this year. Purchase tickets at
smscranford.com.

Hundreds of amazing prizes including gift
certificates for local dining and shopping, Beats

FALL IS FOR PLANTING!!!
Hand pruning and restoration
of overgrown trees and shrubs
Specializing in preservation of old trees.
Experts at proper pruning techniques.
Landscape designs “Second to None!”
Take a tour of local examples of beautiful designs. Call Gene Gregory
See our work first at Golorscapes Inc on Facehook or our Website.

908-322-0253 « www.DesignByColorscapes.com

Visit our website for more info and get involved!

Our “oldest residents” not only create shade and character in our
neighborhoods, They filter our air and protect us in storms by
forestalling floods, while saving homeowners on cooling costs.

Our combined effort can save these beautiful old trees that are
being damaged and destroyed due to careless construction
and lack of maintenance.

DefendOurTrees.com

Wireless Headphones, Cordless Stick Vacuum,
Robot Vacuum, Instant Pot, Air Fryer, Shop Vac,
Power Washer, 55” TV and designer handbags
just to name a few. Great gifts for everyone on
your holiday shopping list.

For more information, please follow us on
Facebook: St. Michael School, Cranford Tricky
Tray Or you may contact
SMSTrickyTray100@gmail.com or the school
directly at saint.michael@verizon.net or call
908-276-9425.

* Large Tree Planting

* Drainage & Rain Gardens

+ Unique Landscape design

* Repair & Maintenance of damaged
and stressed Trees and shrubs.

Go Green with Colorscapes
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IMPROVEMENTS ﬂ ﬁ

PAINTING - CARPENTRY Roo FI NG
ROOFING - LANDSCAPING CARPENTRY/GUTTERS
INTERIOR /EXTERIOR
973-762-6333 973-762-6332

s _ PRl Fully Insured: Workers’ Comp & Liability
e T NJHIC# 13VH11964900

Our floor-to-ceiling renovating team...

& i The Nedptubeltteed?

WE ARE THE

FOR ALL YOUR HOME
IMPROVEMENT NEEDS.

* 20+ Years of Experience
* High Quality & Standards
* Expert Workmanship

* Reliable, Prompt &

* Professional Services

* Top-of-the-Line Products
* Free Estimates

OfeA0

| & W SCANTO GET
w8 YOUR FREE

CARPENTRY QUOTE TODAY!

- o o
RIOR PAINTI
<
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SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE FILLS 300 BACKPACKS FOR ST. JOSEPH’S

e m 2 i S T T d Lty = W3 2
S et N ) | 5181

(above) The Cranford HS boys ice hockey team ran a school supply drive and then assembled over 300 backpacks

at St. Joseph Social Service Center in Elizabeth. Courtesy photo

P v

JERSEY CENTRAL ART STUDIOS PRESENTS

2024 Cranford
Caroc-Quta
Parade«

pumpRins

POWERED BY CRANFORD JAYCEES (lawCees

“Family care for newborns through 100"

Vanguard

Medical
Group

Guiding You to Better Health.

AR =T % i=d N0,
i DAY Ly = N

OCTOBER 26™ House Calls, Open 6 Days, Evening hours
HANSON PARK - CRANFORD
R 570 South Ave E, Bldg. G | Cranford, NJ 07016
MORE INFO AT JCAS.ORG

Make your appointment today! 908.272.7990

Daddy made Top Producer

Hey girls! Did you hear?
for the 30th year!

e Blinds

Home Decorating Sale

Well, he I e Shades I z .
is .people - 2 Drapery (i L
fr'lendly. .'l-t | « Shutters A J . W. ShUSter

¢ Wallpaper

I —
FREE In-Home Consultation ———— & S on I NC.
FREE Measurement & Installation *® Reupholstery — )

e Carpet GARAGE DOORS
M * Stair Runners & ELECTRIC OPENERS
CUSTOM INTERIDRS

g find)
m.
[ -

Follow me

on facebook. h‘_ |

If your are selling, buying or relocating, | can help you get ¢ Area Rugs Serving the Trade since 1938
from here to there as Coldwell Banker is everywhere. 9 0 8 654 9555 . . 90 8-7 56-8 5 41
CE: COLDWELL BAMKER - - blindworksnj.com husterd
REALTY 844 South Avenue West, Westfield. N.J. 07090 www.shusterdoors.com
JOSEPH SIGNORELLA., Realtor Associate® | [r=====m= === =2 s e e e e e e NJ Lic #13VH07727000 BBB Accredited Business

Ot 973376520 ADDITIONAL 15% OFF || |iprceo-or oo

Cell: 732-239-1739 ' our already discounted prices on major name brands. || |! FREE Door & 0pene': SP_rav Lubricant :
; with any size joh. ;

email: JosephSignorella@CBMoves.com ! Maximum savings $100. Labor only. Must be presented at time of order. i
1 Not valid on promotional offers, prior purchase, wallpaper, repairs. i
545 Millburn Ave., Short Hill, NJ 07078 1 One time per customer. Not combinable with other offers. Expires 10/31/24. ! Just mention this ad. Expires 10/31/24

..............................................
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ANNUAL
 St.Joseph oy N oD AISING

e Tovd CollipiaTas WP Woulasmin Fasy DI
winwssjeliz.org « P08.354,5456
Efax 908-935-0960 o elizabeth.bataille@gmail.com

TH U RS DA‘(! O CTO B E R 1'?! '2024 209 Central Ave,Westfield, NJ 07090
&:00 PM-10:00 PM Elizabeth Bataille Top 1% @ m

. Sales Associaty
Sales Associate a\es Bssociate

The Westwood 438 Morth Avenue, Garwood, MJ Nationwide

Ll COLDWELL BAMKER
REALTY

The highest compliment I can receive
is a referral from a satisfied client.

%

Cell 908-202-1702 * O: 908-233-5555
ElizabethBHomes.com

50/50 Raffle | Tricky Tray | Gift Cards

HONORING

Carlos Flores and Linda Flores-Tober CLEANING: Sparkling

For autstanding service 1o the Elizabeth community during their tenures at 5t. Joseph Clean

Social Service Center and the Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homaless, HuM E H- u FFIEE E“l"f Time
EVENT SPONSORS

ariusaad Rurkaen ey \..ll S{: BAYWAY REFINERY
Thee Phillips Family et  Infineum @' R

Please Register or Become a Sponsor
by October 7.

Visit www.sjeliz.org/special-events or scan
the OR code. Questions? Call Mary Phillips

at 908.354.5456 x401.

St. Joseph Social Service Center, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, is one of the largest and most prominent social service agencies in . .
Elizabeth and Union County. Our mission is to help people acquire the essential material items needed to live with dignity. We have served Cal I Or TeXt Owne r . CI ndy

our neighbors experiencing poverty and homelessness for over 38 years and now serve more than 3,500 individuals annually. We offer
programs that provide access to food, medicine, mental health counseling, adult education, clothing and other support services. 2 0 1 -9 2 5-9 6 6 1

St. Joseph’s operates 6 days each week, 52 weeks a year.

PREPARE FOR THE COLDER MONTHS WITH A HEATING TUNE-UP. CALL TODAY FOR ALL
CALL TODAY TO FIND OUT HOW A WOOLLEY SERVICE CONTRACT YOUR HEATING. FUEL. AND

CAN BENEFIT YOU AND YOUR HVAC AND SAVE YOU $100.
AIR CONDITIONING NEEDS

We are a family-owned company celebrating

100 years of honest, high quality service. We are e
a full-service installation, maintenance and repair :'E:? 0 L LDE;'F PR S
company. Need a heating tune up or ac start up? oiL TX° FIJ-EE.L e - -
We provide that too, along with Woolley Service plans. ¥ =

woolleyfuel.com

WOOLLEY’S PROUD PARTNERS EJ'_’EEI_

%
IMHE

AOG\
JWOOLLEY K

HOME SOLUTIONS /=
¢

W\ ar—

- T ﬂI"""#:l

whef| Williamson

| Score big savings on heating and cooling .:
o far 1 costs for years to come by replacing I
r: your old, outdated equipment.

0% INTEREST

FOR 6 MONTHS
! NEW HEATING
' & A/C SYSTEM

1 “Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly y

4 : 1 payments required. Ask the vendor for details.
Is your heating system over 10 years old? Did your system struggle last season? Brgdn i ext%nded by Synchrony Bank. ©2024 :

Consider a more efficient replacement. Avoid last minute emergencies. 1 Synchrony. All rights reserved. May Not Be y
LET WOOLLEY PROVIDE YOU WITH A FREE NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE. | Combined With Other Offers. Expires: 10/31/2024. 1
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REAL PUPPIES
at y'nur NEXT PARTY

GREAT FOR AGES
1 172 to adults

~www.PuppyParty.com

INFOEPUPPYPARTY.COm

718 930 1914

ALL PUPPIES for SALE

Commercial

Residential BIUESTREA

l OWERWASHING

(732) 596-7525
ROOF WASHING
POWER WASHING
GUTTER CLEANING

Colonia, NJ BlueStreakNJ.com

¢ Roofing
1 Day Completion
e Vinyl Siding
e Gutters & Leaders
¢ Replacement
Windows
¢ Decks

UN-RIT

&

_SIDING |

ROOFING
908=709=0101

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

KENILWORTH
GARDEN CENTER

kenilworthgarden.com

FULL LINE OF HALLOWEEN
LAWN DECORATIONY

¢ Fall Mums ® Pansies

¢ Chimenias

e Shrubs ® Small Plants

¢ Outdoor Garden Items

¢ Amish Made Woodwork

¢ Concrete Figurines and
Religious Statues made in the USA. Unique items

491 Boulevard, Kenilworth at discounted

908-272-6659 ...

HIC#13VH01254900

A&A Landscaping 908-276-4443
Shrub Installations and Privacy Planting

BROTHERS TO COMPETE AT NATIONALS

After going undefeated in the USTA New
Jersey Middle States Tennis Championships in
September, Cranford brothers Brian and
Michael Curci will be headed to Orlando
Florida to play in the United States Tennis
Association  National Adaptive Tennis
Championships from October 4-6, 2024.

The tournament, which will be played at the
world famous USTA National Tennis Center,
features winning teams from all over the
country who earned their way after capturing
their respective state championships.

Team Curci advanced after winning all four
matches against teams from New Jersey,
finishing 4-0 in the round-robin competition at
the River Winds Tennis Club. They then
defeated the Delaware Champions to win the

Middle States title. Both teams advanced to the
National championships.

The 2024 Adaptive Tennis Championships
feature Unified doubles teams — pairs
composed of an athlete with a cognitive and/or
developmental disability and their partner with
a disability, called a unified partner. Teams
from USTA sections will be divided into five
round-robin groups to compete.

“It’s a great honor and I’m so excited to be
going to Orlando to play against the best
players in the country,” said Brian Curci, who
has won a number of gold medals while
competing in Special Olympics tennis. “My
brother and I played really well and we’re
proud to be the New Jersey champions and
represent our state.”

T
i

Ml
N

Wik

(above) Brian and Michael Curci (right) defeated Delaware for the USTA Middle States title.

Courtesy photo

Villt SAM*S LAl
LANDSCAPING

COMPLETE PROPERTY G.HE.E

mmm
BOOK YOUR FALL CI.EAHUP TDDAY'

OTHER SERVICES INCLUDE:
MULCH
FREE TRIMMING
STIMATES PLANTIMNG
£ PAVERS

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR ALL OF OUR SERVICES

SSAMSLANDSCAEING.COM

CUSTOMER SERVICE = OUR BUSINESS: LANDSCAPING - OUR SPECIALTY!

RTS,




ANNUAL PECAN FUNDRAISER

Floraphile Garden Club

The advent of autumn brings falling leaves,
cozy sweaters, pumpkin spice lattes and, of
course, the Floraphile Garden Club of Cranford’s
Annual Georgia Pecan Fundraiser! This year we
are excited to announce that we have added an
additional variety of pecans to our offerings: the
Southern Praline Pecan. This is a sweet and
buttery confection with a perfectly crunchy
Georgia pecan in the middle. This tasty treat
comes packaged in a 12 oz. foil-wrapped bag and
makes a lovely gift. We will also be offering our
original three varieties of delicious, gourmet
Schermer Pecans for only $12 a bag. The Fancy
Mammoth Pecan Halves are perfect for baking
and at 160z., this is our largest bag available. The
Dark Chocolate Pecans are our best-selling
pecans! These decadent nuts come in a 12 oz.
foil-wrapped bag, and may become your next
snacking obsession. The Cinnamon Glazed

“WIRED RITE

ELECTRICAL SERVICE

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
ALL PHASES OF ELECTRICAL WORK
Electrical Repair « Control Wiring « Circuit Breakers
Electrical Panels « Smart Home Services ¢ Boilers
» Smoke Detectors - FREE Estimates

SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT - 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

wr ae201-600-3530 3 S

888400 S " & Insured
SHORT CIRCUIT SPECIALIST

Al’s Carp enfr¥ @
Home Improveme

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall
Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Call: 908.451.2230 ¢

alscarpentry11@aol.com Electrical Lic. # 14616

& Plumbing w #8660

Pecans have a cinnamon sugar coating with the
perfect touch of vanilla. These 10 oz. packages
are foil-wrapped and splendid. They are
wonderful in salads or as a sweet treat.

At $12 a bag, these pecans make great gifts for
family, friends, teachers and co-workers. You
won’t find a better quality pecan this side of the
Mason-Dixon Line! They also freeze really well
so you can enjoy these gourmet treats all year
long. To place an order, please reach out to Mary
Ellen at mecrafts@verizon.net. Orders are
expected to arrive by Thanksgiving.

Proceeds from this fundraiser support the
Floraphile Garden Club of Cranford and their
involvement in numerous community service
projects, including horticulture therapy,
community clean-up/beautification programs and
civic outreach. Please follow us on Facebook and
Instagram to take a peek at all of our fun
activities.

SLATE - TILE - ASPHALT SHINGLES
SLATE ROOF WASHING

908-389-0200

FULLY INSURED i #3vHossoiz0o0 FREE ESTIMATES

— —
TIK's Painting & H*ﬂff,srgpﬁwa

Wallpaper Installation
Sheetrock / Flaster Eepair
Power Washing / Peek Staining

|10% OFF WITH THIS AD!:,

Al Lic & RTVHETGEE000

INTERIOR PAINTING
\_ CALL JOE90E8-472-6894
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THE FEAST OF ST MICHAEL
CRANFORD, NJ

OCT. 04 | 6-10

OCT. 05 | 3-10

OCT. 06 | 1-5
Eriwg thin i o B

Hoily & Mdon 5B
Cramford, B

STEPHANIE GARDENS
GARWOOD, NJ
1 BR starting at $1,769

Heat & hot water included. Cats allowed.
Conveniently located in residential area.

Call for Availability.
908.789.9198

Professionally managed by DanJon Management Corp., Inc.

htdpedsimictaeicranford angfeesiofeimichas!

CUSTOM MATTRESSES MADE TO ORDER!

Any Size * Natural e Double Sided Affordable Mattresses

A Family Business Since 1902.

“I ORANGE MATTRESS

@ ——CUSTOM BEDDING —

800-761-1100 7 i

mycustombedding.com

. Matress_es . |v|.attress Toppers Sg lle"lglzdgl!llr
* Box Springs * Pillows Showroom

¢ Hybrid Mattresses
¢ Custom Sheets

* Round Beds in Clark, NJ.
* Adjustable Beds 1049 Raritan Road

Will beat any competitor price for same or similar product.

95 Westfield Avenue e

We are agents for 26 major companies including

VILLAGE INSURANCE AGENCY
Clark, NJ -

www. Village-Insurance.com
Auto * Home ¢ Business

Progressive, Travelers, CNA, Hanover and NJ Skylands

732-396-4466

Call us for a FREE estimate
hefore you renew your insurance.

Save up to 40% by bundling
auto and home insurance.

To help you prepare for life’s challenges,
Village Insurance offers a wide range of
services and products for individuals,
families and businesses who are seeking
financial protection and peace of mind.

We do business the old fashioned way,
through personal relationships. 90% of our
business comes from satisfied clients’ referrals.

Aldo Tripicchio
Serving the Cranford community since 1979.

REYNOLDS PLUMBING
(908) 276-5367
(201) 666-0003

Cranford, NJ

6\‘3‘-" 3{) www.reynolds-plumbing.net
19 Lou DiFabio Dan DiFabio
Lic. #4237 Lic. #11749

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Serving ajy
o "ion County

SUBURBAN PAVING COMPANY

Specializing in Asphalt Driveways, Parking Lots,
Belgium Block Curbing, Sidewalks, Seal Coating

908-925-0444
908-928-0031
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Marketing
Toolbox

Renna Media offers a full
range of marketing services,
in print and online, hyper-
local to regional, for every
budget and market size.

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS

We mail 160,000 newspapers
to every home and business in
24 towns.You can advertise
in any number of towns.
Ads start at $60.

FULL GOLOR PRINTING

We print flyers and menus,
full color, two sided,
on coated stock for only
$45 per thousand.

DIREGT MAIL

Insert your flyer into the
newspapers and get it mailed
to every home and business for
$60 per thousand and as low as
$30 per thousand for higher
quantities.

ONLINE MARKETING

Online ads and press releases
designed and placed to drive
traffic to your website and get
your phone ringing.

SOCIAL MEDIA

We can design and/or manage
your social media campaign
from passive to aggressive plans
customized to work within
your budget.

WEBSITE AND
SEO SERVICES

Start with an audit/analysis

of your website giving you a

report and recommendations
for $250.

It is highly recommended to
have a marketing plan and
budget before spending.

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A
FREE GONSULTATION.
908-447-1295

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY!

Tina Renna 908-418-5586 ¢ tinarenna@rennamedia.com
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 ¢+ joerenna@rennamedia.com
202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Online at RennaMedia.com
and NJLocalinfo.com

Gall today for FREE consult on
marketing and business plans.

Advertise
in 1 or all

24 towns
MEDIA

JLOM
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COMMUNITY NEWS
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American lh'|‘.1|.":'Lr.|1':.' Ballet

WONDERMENT

October 18-20, 2024 -
New Brunswick Performing Arts Center :

-

arballet.org

Joanne Rajoppi
Union County Clerk

Union County Yotes

can be used to:

* Learn how to vote by mail;

* Request a voter registration form;
* Find election and filing dates;

* Locate ballot box locations;

* Track your ballot;

* View your sample ballot;

* Get election results;

And much more!
e link to the
=88 {0S version

a Free app from the Union County Clerk’s Office
una aplicacion gratis de la oficina de la secretaria del Condado de Union
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“ALL PIPES|

Plumbing
Heating and
ir Conditioning
aster Plumber Lic. #12951

Located in
ford, NJ

Bonded &
Insured

4 J oe Neglio

908-499-9092

JACOBSON

APPLIANCES
* Financing Available = FREE DELIVERY

« Special Discounts Open Mon. & Thurs. 10am - 7pm;
P Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10am - 6pm;
* 50% off Sales Tax Sat 10am- 5pm; Sun - closed

All Major Credit Cards Accepted oSS D)

725 Rahway Ave - Elizabeth
908-354-8533 * 908-352-2232

www.jacobsonappliances.com

_____________________________________________

RESIDENTS & BUSINESSES

! One per customer. Can not be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase 1
1 of $399.00. must present this coupon at time of purchase. Offer Expires 10/31/24. :

_____________________________________________

DOUBLE D

CONINSTRUCTICON

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Proudly serving Middlesex, Somerset, Morris
Union, & surrounding counties for over 30 years!

» Roofing » Doors i EXPLORE 0%
» Siding  » Decks F G

» Gutters » Interior UR PROJECT
» Windows » And More | o sromotionalperiacon

Follow us on Facehook ! i $250 OFF ANY JOB
DoubleDConstructionNJ | of $5,000 or More !

..................

Call now for your free, no obligation estimate!

732-981-0800

DoubleDGonstructionNJ.com

Hcertainteed 0 @ @
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Marano & Sons Auto Sales:
Not only do we sell 1ate model pre-owned vehicles,
but we will buy your car!
Any car no matter how old. We will buyout your lease,

payoff your loan, pick it up at your house.

MARANO & SONS

'_._--—'

’ ._:

Keeping your car?

Did you know you can purchase an
extended warranty for your vehicle?

- coverage up to 120,000 miles - even if
you did not buy it from Marano & Sons.

Visit our website to value your car

MaranoSonsAuto.com

ns 9507-13 South Avenue 908-789-1551

NJ 150 South Avenue 908-789-0555
Fax 908-789-1792

LOOKING FOR A CAR, TRUCK OR SUV?

Visit our lots or shop at home. Search over 135 vehicles
by Make / Model/ Year/ Color / Body type / Engine specs / etc.

tio
Two jocd

Like us on
i Facebook!!! Credit problems? Call us to get you approved!




