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LOCAL STUDENT TEACHERS NAMED TOP IN STATE

Kean University

Three new teachers who recently graduated
from Kean University were recognized as among
the top student teachers in the state this year.

They were among 16 new teachers who
received the highest commendation, Awarded
with Distinction, from the New Jersey
Association of Colleges for Teacher Education
(NJACTE) and the state Department of
Education (DOE) as clinical interns, or student
teachers. In all, 63 new teachers who recently
graduated from 22 New Jersey colleges were
recognized as Distinguished Clinical Interns at a
festive ceremony held recently at Kean
University.

“I know the importance of what takes place in
classrooms every day, and I am so proud of each
of you,” Kean President Lamont O. Repollet,
Ed.D., told the group. “You are stepping into your
role at a time when teachers are needed more than
ever. I have no doubt you will have a profound
impact.”

Kean graduate Cristiana Rodrigues *24, who
completed her student teaching in a third grade
classroom at Washington Elementary School in
her hometown of Union, said it was “surreal” to
receive the top honor. In the fall, she will be a
full-time teacher at the school, which she also
attended as a child.

“I get to go back and thank all the teachers who
made me want to be a teacher,” said Rodrigues,
who is also beginning studies at Kean this fall for
a master’s degree in special education - learning
and behavioral disabilities.

Each student teacher spent two semesters
working alongside cooperating teachers as part
of their training. Stationed in classrooms
throughout the state and across grades, they
taught classes, prepared lessons, conducted labs
and served as role models to children.

The state education department and NJACTE
also recognized the cooperating classroom
teachers who worked with the student teachers.
New Jersey Acting Education Commissioner
Kevin Dehmer and Assistant Commissioner
Jorden Schiff, Ed.D., both took part in the

(above) Kean University graduates Ryen Hagg and Cristiana
Rodrigues with Kean President Lamont O. Repollet, Ed.D., and
education officials. Kean graduate Lillianna Ramos, also awarded with

distinction, is not pictured.

Photo by Kean University

ceremony.

“This collaboration between cooperating teachers and clinical interns
exemplifies how much we can accomplish for New Jersey’s students by
working together,” Dehmer said. “These remarkable individuals stand at
the intersection of learning and teaching, and their commitment serves as
an inspiration to many.”

Monmouth Regional High School social studies teacher Joseph Nappi,
the 2023-2024 State Teacher of the Year, also spoke at the ceremony.
Nappi, who works closely with the Holocaust Resource Center at Kean
and teaches an elective class on the Holocaust, genocide and humanity
that gives his students Kean credit, congratulated both the new teachers
and the cooperating teachers.

“This is an amazing profession,” Nappi said, “one that will impact, by
the time you’re done, thousands of minds.”

The Kean students who received top honors — recent graduates Ryen
Hagg °23 °24 M.A., Lillianna Ramos ’23 ’24 M.A., and Rodrigues ’24,
all said they were honored to receive the awards. They also expressed
thanks to their cooperating teachers.

Hagg, of Garwood, interned in a Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
chemistry classroom with teacher Swati Bulusu. A third-generation
teacher — Hagg’s mother and grandfather, who both attended the
ceremony, are educators — she will teach chemistry at Cranford High
School in the fall.

Ramos, of Colonia, interned with Rahway High School math teacher
Toni Robertelli. She will begin a full-time job teaching algebra and
geometry there this fall.

LARGE MENUS - PRINTING -

Full Golor Flyers and Menus Printed and Manled

to Every Home and Business in Town!
$85 PER THOUSAND
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Spirit of UNION

Renna Media LLC, Publishers
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016

Spirit of Union is published by Renna Media. 6,800
newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every business
and resident in Union Township, NJ. Although great care has
been taken to ensure the information contained within is
accurate, Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or
omissions.

©2023 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced
without written consent from Renna Media LLC.

SEND US YOUR NEWS
Do you have a community service that you
need help publicizing? Did you or someone
you know accomplish something amazing?
We are interested in hearing about your latest
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com
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Joe Renna: 908-447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com
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BEAUTY IM

BY PIERRE DALPE

August 27 - December 6, 2024
Open to the Public
Human Rights Institute Gallery
Mancy Thompson Learning Commons = Kean University

=TE. 1

Tickets available at galleries. kean.edu

DIVERSITY

23RD ANNUAL DRIVE FOR AUTISM GOLF EVENT

Drive for Autism Foundation

The Drive for Autism Foundation is pleased to
announce that its annual golf event, Drive for
Autism XXIII will be held at Royce Brook Golf
Club in Hillsborough, NJ on Monday September
16, 2024.

The Drive for Autism Golf Outing, which has
been held since 2002 has raised and distributed
over $855,000 to local school programs. Previous
beneficiaries of grants were Morris Union
Jointure Commission (New Providence, NJ), Salt
Brook School (New Providence, NJ), AW
Roberts School (New Providence, NJ),Union
County Educational Services
Foundation/Crossroads School (Westfield, NJ),
Educational Partnership for Instructing Children
(Paramus, NJ), Young Life (greater Summit
area), Eden II/Genesis Programs (Staten Island,
NY), Spectrum360 - formally The Children’s
Institute (Verona, NJ),and Seton
Foundation/Mother Francheska Elementary
School (Staten Island, NY).

Grant recipients use money to fund Health and
Fitness Programs, Social Skills Programs,
educational curriculum and teacher training, a
van for community trips and transportation to job
training centers, laptop computers, computer
touch screens, iPads, video projectors and
educational toys and games

The golf event is the main fundraising function
for the foundation. Single golfers and foursomes

GALLERIES

KEANM UNIVERSITY

are welcome as well as, product donations and
corporate sponsorships. To register online please
go to: birdease.com/DriveforAutismXXIII
ABOUT DRIVE FOR AUTISM FOUNDATION:

Based in New Providence, New Jersey, The
Drive for Autism Foundation (EIN#20-1760417),
is a 501(3)(c) tax exempt public charity that was
created in the Spring of 2002 for the sole purpose
of raising and distributing funds for educational
facilities specializing in students with autism.
DRIVE FOR AUTISM GOLF OUTING 2024

The Drive for Autism XXIII is scheduled for
Monday Sept 16, 2024, at Royce Brook Golf
Club in Hillsborough, NJ. The event consists of
a morning round of golf followed by a barbeque.
Special events include golf contests, raffles and
a silent auction of sports memorabilia, game
tickets and golf trips.

To register or for additional information please
visit birdease.com/DriveForAutismXXIII,

call 908-451-8033

or email driveforautism@comcast.net.

Autism Foun dation

Silence Breaking;
Gail Winbury

August 27 - December 6, 2024

Open to the Public
Karl and Helen Burger Gallery
Center for Academic Success » Kean University

Complimentary reserved ticket required

Guest parking is available in the Visitor's Lot next to Kean Hall




Spinit of UNION « Page 3 * August 2024

Call Today for a Free Estimate! [&] 855.624.6655

P oy

~- < ASSEENON 9

e
GECE W

“l |E| IEE’ e * - RESCUE

9
-

_r— -.'ll iy
L.- indows &.Doors

Payment Plans
WRIDAYE $209 BASEMEMTS $19%
SITCHEMNS $389 BATHRDOMS 3179
ROOFEG $240 DECESPATION 5189
SIDENG 3189 PORCHESSTEPS 3185

) ROOFING | SIDING | WINDOWS o Pl R=abre
¥ Decks & Porches O KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BASEMENTS i g’ b e gy
MASONRY | DECKS | PORCHES

HOME REMODELING CROUP

VIRTUAL MEETINGS ALSO AVAILABLE

Interior & Exterior Remodeling | Family Owned & Operated
100% FINANCING AVAILABLE | 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

MIDCA |3VHOTTS5300

(2] MagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com
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WE’RE SCOUTING FOR UNIFORMS

Do you have a Cub Scout or Boy Scout
uniform hanging in your closet that is not used
anymore? Please consider donating it to the
uniform exchange maintained by Cub Scout Pack
23 and Boy Scout Troop 23 at St. Genevieve’s
Church. With several new Scouts expected to join
in September, now would be a great time to put
that old uniform back in use.

Like everything else, the cost of Scout uniform
parts has risen greatly in recent years. Through
its uniform exchange, the Scouting program at St.
Gen’s helps to ease that burden for its member
families. Scouts are often able to find a shirt,
pants, belt, hat, neckerchief or neckerchief slide
that has been donated by a former member, or by
a current member who has outgrown the uniform.

Donations can be placed at any time in the
American flag retirement box next to Webby’s
Wood Shed, behind the church Rectory..

If you know a child who is anywhere between
a Kindergartener and a high school senior, please
encourage them to get in on the fun of Scouting.
The Scouting program instills character, good
"I. hi 567 Park Ave * Scotch Plains ~ \ \ll citizenship and physical fitness in youth through
i Y —— =3 _(—((J Y outdoor activities such as campouts and hikes,
' I R S _‘r T ' involvement in community activities, and just

| 3 plain FUN!

Cub Scout Pack 23 provides activities and
training for boys and girls in Kindergarten

TIME FOR NEW
DENTURES!

If ynur dentures are:

* L oose
* Qver 5 years old _
* Have been repaired many times

Or you want to improve your smile

[:all Tnday'
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ALTHY £ 4 VTARS

908-322- mu

e i

njdentalcare.com

through fifth grades. Boy Scout Troop 23 is for
boys who are at least 11 years old or graduated
from the fifth grade. New members are welcome
at any time, all year round. For more details,
please contact Dan Bernier, Scoutmaster, at
(908) 451-1948 or webfoottroop@gmail.com.
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(above) Boy Scout Troop 23 and Cub Scout
Pack 23 are looking for uniform parts that can
be put back into use by new Scouts.

NOW IS THE BEST TIME FOR THE BEST DEALS

We are a family-owned company celebrating
100 years of honest, high quality service. We are

a full-service installation, maintenance and repair :'3:? 0 L Lnﬁr
company. Need an AC start up or heating tune up? e, & Fu‘;EL i
We provide that too, along with Woolley Service plans. v .

I

Is your A/C system over 10 years old? Did your AC struggle last season?
Consider a more efficient replacement. Avoid last minute emergencies.

CALL TODAY FOR ALL

ON UPGRADING YOUR A/C & HEATING SYSTEM. YOUR AIR CONDITIONING,
. HEATING, AND FUEL NEEDS

4 908-760-0583

woolleyfuel.com

WOOLLEY’S PROUD PARTNERS Ej_“-'gl_ I'?E: g

BIQHERT) TR o
HEAT I optid = Bty s
1 WOOLLEY [ w faE i R
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| Williamson

LET WOOLLEY PROVIDE YOU WITH A FREE NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE. | ComPined With Other Offers. Expires: 8/31/2024.

e

| Score big savings on heating and cooling .:
costs for years to come by replacing I
your old, outdated equipment.

0% INTEREST

FOR 6 MONTHS
NEW HEATING
& A/C SYSTEM

1 *Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly 4
1 payments required. Ask the vendor for details. |
1 Credit is extended by Synchrony Bank. ©2024 |
1 Synchrony. All rights reserved. May Not Be j
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URGENT NEED FOR ADVOCATES FOR YOUTH IN FOSTER CARE

Information sessions are scheduled for August

The afternoon that five-year-old Bella’s mom
failed to pick her up from kindergarten, she and
her little brother Ethan, age two, would see their
lives change. As Bella waited at school, calls
were made to locate mom — who suffers from
schizophrenia. When it was learned mom had
been hospitalized, the Division of Child
Protection and Permanency became involved
and, upon arriving at the family home, it was
discovered there was no food, furniture, or other
necessary items. It was then that life in foster care
for Bella and Ethan began.

Bella and Ethan are among more than 500
children who need to be removed from their
homes in Passaic and Union counties each year
due to abuse and/or neglect. Separated from all

they’ve ever known, the road ahead is long, and
they need a caring, consistent adult in their corner
to protect their best interests. That’s where Child
Focus comes in. Specifically, its Court Appointed
Special Advocate (CASA) program and, right
now, there is an urgent need for volunteers —
including those bilingual in both English and
Spanish — to step up and train as child advocates
for waiting children.

The next advocate training series will be held
from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays
September 12 through October 22 in Clark.
Those interested must first attend any one of the
following information sessions: Wednesday,
August 14 at 5:30 p.m. at the Colleen Fraser
Building, 300 North Avenue, Westfield;
Thursday, August 22 at 5:30 p.m. at the Rahway

1-800-TEAM-LAW ©

INJURED?

TELL US YOUR STORY. THE CONSULTATION IS FREE.

TOBIN « KESSLER

 GREENSTEIN « CARUSO - WIENER - KONRAY

ONE OF NEW JERSEY'S
TOP-RATED LAW FIRMS

$18

MILLION

$10

MILLION

Medical Malpractice

%I }L IE-'?

Car Accpdent

Construction Site Accident

* Personal Injury
* Motor Vehicle Accidents
* Medical Malpractice
« Workers' Compensation

136 Central Avenue
Clark, New Jersey
1-B00-TEAM-LAW

+12 Office Locations

Library, 2 City Hall Plaza, Rahway; and
Wednesday, August 28 at noon at the Child Focus
office, 1143 East Jersey Street, 2nd Floor,
Elizabeth. Register now at
casapassaicunion.org/info-session.

Said Executive Director Erica Fischer-
Kaslander, “We are committed to recruiting,
screening, and training advocates for every child
in both Passaic and Union counties who needs
one. It is difficult to overstate the difference a
CASA volunteer can make in the life of a child
removed from home through no fault of their
own, due to abuse or neglect.” She added,
“Children with volunteer advocates are more
likely to have needed services ordered on their
behalf, spend less time in the foster care system,
and experience significantly better outcomes than
those who go without. Becoming a CASA
volunteer requires a significant time commitment
and training, but volunteers often find the work
as life-changing for themselves as it is for the
children they help.”

CASA volunteers receive professional training
on the ins and outs of advocating for children in
foster care and are fully supported by CASA staff
members.No special background in child welfare
or law is necessary; successful CASA volunteers
are dedicated community members with varied
life experiences. CASA volunteers visit the
children, make unbiased observations, interview
others in the child’s life, and make
recommendations to the judge. They often are the
only consistent adult in the life of a child
involved in the child welfare system, as
caseworkers, professionals, and placements can
be ever-changing. A CASA volunteer provides
continuity during a time of chaos and unknowns.
ABOUT CHILD FOCUS:

Child Focus champions the needs and well-
being of infants, children and teens impacted by,
or at risk of, abuse or neglect by amplifying their
voices and working toward lasting, permanent
solutions that address their unique situations and
provide support needed to thrive. This critical
work 1s accomplished through three distinct but
complementary programs: CASA of Passaic and
Union Counties, NJ Safe Babies Court Team, and
the Open Door Store. For more information, log

on to childfocusnj.org.

RUM $20 J WALK §20
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WARREN LABOR DAY
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warrenlabordaySk@gmallcom or 90B-A2T7-1840
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SALEM ROADHOUSE
CAFE: JAZZ ON AUG 10

The Salem Roadhouse Café presents Radam
Schwartz and his Jazz Quartet, Saturday, August
10th, 2024. The doors open at 7:30 p.m., the
show starts at 8 p.m. Admission is $20 and
includes show, snacks, non-alcoholic beverages,
and dessert. The venue is located in Bailey Hall,
below Townley Presbyterian Church, 829 Salem
Rd, Union, NJ. The Roadhouse operates as a non-
profit that raises funds for carefully chosen local
charities.

Radam, a Hammond B3 Organist and Jazz
pianist, has built his reputation over the last 30
years playing with such great artists as Arthur and
Red Prysock, Eddie Lockjaw Davis, Al Hibler,
David Fathead Newman, Russell Malone, Cecil
Brooks III and Jimmy Ford. He has been featured
on over 40 albums as a sideman and has recorded
9 albums as a leader.

Backing up Radam at this special jazz
instrumental show will be Rodrigo Romero (aka
RoD) who is a Peruvian woodwind player,
composer and educator active in Lima, Miami
and New Jersey; Guitarist Ilan Eisenzweig who
studied under renowned jazz guitarist Vic Juris
and frequently performs at venues throughout
New Jersey and New York City; Philadelphia
born musician Dave Gibson who is paving his
way toward that pantheon of jazz greats. Paying
all the dues required to develop his prodigious
talent. Gibson has earned an impeccable
reputation in the jazz world.

As always, the Salem Roadhouse Caf¢ is live,
intimate, up front, and personal. All ages are
welcome. ;

ABOUT SALEM ROADHOUSE CAFE

It’s not “church music.” It’s music music.
Folks who’ve come to the Salem Roadhouse
Café know that it’s a clean, safe place for people
who enjoy listening to live music — in a world
otherwise filled with clubs and bars. The
Roadhouse has always offered its stage to local
and independent mainstream musicians. Jazz,
rock, folk, and other groups have performed.
What’s the common thread? They’re all great
musicians playing the kind of music people like
to hear. There’s no message, just music.

The Roadhouse started in 2008 by members of
Townley Presbyterian Church with a grant from
the Presbytery of Elizabeth. Hey — that’s why
we’re located where we are, 829 Salem Rd,
Union, NJ. The Roadhouse operates as a non-
profit that raises funds for several carefully
chosen local charities. That’s its social mission.

The Salem Roadhouse Café has raised funds
for many carefully chosen charities. They
include: The Presbytery of Elizabeth E-port
Center, Center For Hope Hospice, Community
Food Bank, Monarch Housing, Angel Paws
Animal Rescue, National MS Society, Haiti
Disaster Relief, Hurricane Sandy Disaster Relief,
The Union County YWCA Domestic Violence
Program, Making It Possible To End
Homelessness, Camp Johnsonburg, The Music
Institute, and others. Many thousands of dollars
have been raised for these deserving charities.

ELKS SEND CARE PACKAGES TO NJ TROOPS

Submitted by Jon Joshua

Area Elks Club members recently teamed up
with Girl Scouts from New Providence and
Chatham at the Stirling Elks Lodge to assemble
and mail 22 care packages packed with cookies
and "Thank You" cards to troops from NJ who
are currently deployed overseas.

They were joined by Air Force 2D Lt. Mitchell
Horn from the New Jersey Air National Guard
and a member of American Legion Post 322 in
Summit who explained how receiving a care
package can have a huge positive impact on the
morale of someone who is serving thousands of
miles away from home.

The National Veterans Service Committee of
the NJ Elks East Central District, with Lodges in
Stirling, Summit, Springfield, Mountainside,
Cranford, Union, and Rahway, spent
approximately $1,200 to purchase the cookies
and postage. Elks members help to support
programs like this through grants, donations, and
fundraising events.

Elks pledge "So long as there are Veterans, the
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks will
never forget them." The same holds true for
active duty military members and their families.
Please visit Elks.org for more information about
the Elks and how to join.
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(above) Area Elks recently teamed up with local girl scouts to send care packages
to NJ Troops that are stationed overseas.

Trusted Quality, Service & Value
LEE MyLE Your One-Stop Service Center
AR 1 TRESE—— for All Your AutoCare Needs!

Since 1947...  Free “Peace of Mind” Inspection

Name in - . . .
TrTah:s%?ssstmTzu:Zej AM";DUHI"E®  Free Towing with Major Repairs
o Nationwide Warranty

Family Owned & Operated
Serving Union Since 1964 « Expert Transmission
1415 Stuyvesant Ave, Union, NJ and Auto Repair
» Foreign and Domestic

908-687-0300
o Cars, Vans, SUVs, Trucks, RVs

Our Goal: Customers for Life
Financing Available o Automatic and Standard
www.UnionLeeMyles.com  Transmissions

Courtesy photo

PAYLESS ROOFING

Roofing, Siding & Repairs

Tired of paying too much???
Call Bruno

908-486-0866
or 973-906-8404

Many References ® 25 years of experience
Lic # 13VH00418100
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SELF STORAGE

Contact-free Online Rentals.

750 Boulevard «» Kenilworth, NJ 07033
$1 Pays Your FII'St Month's Rent.

$24 Admin Fee Waived When You Complete Your
Rental Online Or Over The Phone.
&

FREE Lock & Key.

Taxes & fees may apply. Subject to availability. Offer valid for new customers only.

www.AccessSelfStorage.com

We're In This Together.

SKIP THE COUNTER
(908) 259-1020




FAMILY FUN DAY DRAWS RECORD ATTENDANGCE

Community Access Unlimited

The 26th Annual Ira Geller Family Fun Day,
hosted by Community Access Unlimited (CAU),
drew an enthusiastic crowd of over 800
supporters, members, and staff to Warinanco Park
on Saturday, May 18th.

The event delivered a day filled with joy and
community spirit, with an aim of supporting
CAU’s essential services for individuals with
intellectual and developmental disabilities
(IDDs) and at-risk youth. Activities offered
enjoyment for all ages and all abilities; the park
was made more accessible with a path for those
using wheelchairs, and a new sensory station
engaged attendees to stimulate and regulate their
senses.

Mayor of Elizabeth, J. Christian Bollwage
joined the celebration, lauding CAU Executive
Director Bernadette Griswold for her dedicated
leadership.

“Community Access helps direct services and
housing opportunities to those who may have
been on the margins—and because of all of you,
you make this a reality,” Bollwage said.

Participants enjoyed a variety of activities,
including over a dozen games, two bouncy slides,
a free photo booth, and lively music from CAU’s
resident DJ. The atmosphere was alive with
families and friends reveling in the day's
festivities, all while supporting a meaningful
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cause and commemorating CAU’s 45th year of

service to the community.

Tonya Hopson of Hillside, a CAU member
since 1987, shared her personal journey and the
profound impact CAU has had on her life.

As a teenager, Hopson aged out of the foster
care system and found a lifeline in CAU, which
provided housing and essential services. As an
adult with a disability, employment support from
CAU assisted her in securing a job at a Target
where she has thrived for over 20 years.
Reflecting on her experience, she said, “CAU has
benefited me in growing better and growing up,
and I have a place to live.” On having a job
coach, she added, “They come and see how I’'m

doing, and if I need anything they’re there to
help me.”

This year's Family Fun Day not only
celebrated the memory of Ira Geller, a former
CAU member and advocate, but also highlighted
the significant contributions of CAU in
improving the lives of over 3,000 individuals and
families across New Jersey. Through housing,
education, support services, employment, support
coordination, and the Day Program, CAU
continues to make a tangible difference in the
community.

For more information on CAU and its
programs, or to make a donation, please visit
caunj.org.
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(above, I-r) CAU members, Tonya Hopson,
Dianna Simms, and John Drescher attended
CAU's Ira Geller Family Fun Day.

Courtesy photo

ABOUT COMMUNITY ACCESS UNLIMITED
Community Access Unlimited (CAU),
celebrating 45 years in 2024, supports people
with disabilities in achieving full lives in the
community. CAU provides support and gives
voice to adults and youth who traditionally have
little support and no voice in society. CAU helps
people with housing, life skills, employment,
money management, socialization and civic
activities. CAU also supports opportunities for
advocacy through training in assertiveness,
decision-making and civil rights. For more info
about CAU and its services, contact us by phone
at 908.354.3040, online at caunj.org or by mail
at 80 West Grand Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202.
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ELECTRICAL SERVICE

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

ALL PHASES OF ELECTRICAL WORK

Electrical Repair « Control Wiring « Circuit Breakers

Electrical Panels - Smart Home Services + Boilers
+ Smoke Detectors - FREE Estimates

SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT - 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

e £201-600-3530 e
SHORT CIRCUIT spicmusrm_dl

888400
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Home Improvements

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall
Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Call: 908.451.2230

alscarpentry11@aol.com e P 43600
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SUBURBAN PAVING COMPANY

Specializing in Asphalt Driveways, Parking Lots,
Belgium Block Curbing, Sidewalks, Seal Coating

908-925-0444
908-928-0031
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7/TH GRADE STUDENTS RECEIVE SUPPORT THROUGH PROGRAMS

The Gateway Family YMCA’s

Registration begins on August 15th for the
2024-2025 class of 7th Grade Initiative at The
Gateway Family YMCA. As part of the NJ
YMCA 7th Grade Initiative, a state-wide strategy
designed to support and encourage teens to
maintain a healthy lifestyle, The Gateway Family
YMCA offers a complimentary membership for
all 7th Grade Students in the local community as
well as a supportive 7th Grade Leaders Club.
Incoming 7th Grade students are invited to visit
the YMCA and join with proof of grade and a
guardian’s signature. Registration is available in
person at The Gateway Family YMCA -
Elizabeth Branch - 135 Madison Avenue, Five
Points Branch -201 Tucker Avenue, Union,
Rahway Branch — 1564 Irving Street, Rahway
and Wellness Center Branch — 1000 Galloping
Hill Rd, Union.

All 7th Grade students are provided a
complimentary full YMCA membership
including wellness and fitness access, group
exercise programs, basketball, pickleball, soccer,
swimming, virtual YMCA360 and a variety of
other programs specifically created based on their
interests and feedback. The goal of the 7th Grade
Initiative is to increase physical activity and
support teens in the development of lifetime
healthy habits, volunteerism and leadership skills

(above) The Gateway Family YMCA's 7th
Grade Initiative Begins Registration on August
15th. 7th Grade Students Receive Support
Through Membership and Programs.

THE GATEWAY FAMILY YMCA tgfymes.org

T—
El;'l!«"lliﬂ‘qr

YMCA Summer
Programs -~ T

The Gateway Family YMCA Is a nonprofit crganization
dedicated to strengthening community.

while providing a safe and supportive
environment with role models at the YMCA.

“We know that 7th grade is a pivotal time in
youth development, and teens begin to make their
own decisions on life choices. We remain
committed to support the youth in our community
and work together to ensure a bright future for
all,” stated Melynda A. Disla, President and
CEO, The Gateway Family YMCA. “As they
approach their teens and sports become more
competitive, there is a chance of becoming
sedentary. The Y is here to provide activity,
socialization, leadership skills, and staff role
models to encourage healthy habits to last a
lifetime.”

The 7th Grade Leader’s Club, a structured
program offering teens leadership and volunteer
opportunities is also available for registration on
August 15th. With a focus on team building,
personal growth, character and job skill
development, service and volunteerism, the 7th
Grade Leader’s Club empowers teens to create a
chart of work and volunteer projects specific to
the needs in their community, identified and

completed by students.

The Gateway Family YMCA is a 501(c)(3)
non-profit, health and community service
organization of caring staff and volunteers
dedicated to strengthening the foundations of
community and stands For Youth Development,
For Healthy Living and For Social
Responsibility. The Y impacts the community by
providing quality services to people of all ages,
races, faiths or incomes. Providing services for
Eastern Union County and Northern Middlesex
County, for 123 years, The Gateway Family
YMCA has six YMCA branches in Elizabeth,
Rahway and Union, serving the communities of
Avenel, Carteret, Clark, Colonia, Elizabeth,
Hillside, Kenilworth, Linden, Plainfield, Port
Reading, Roselle, Roselle Park, Sewaren, Union,
Vauxhall, Winfield Park and Woodbridge, NJ.

For more information about The Gateway
Family YMCA’s 7th Grade Initiative, visit
www.tgfymca.org or contact the Elizabeth
Branch at 908-355-9622, Five Points Branch at
908-688-9622, Rahway Branch at 732-388-0057
or Wellness Center Branch at 908-349-9622.

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS

The Gateway Family YMCA Offers School
Age Child Care Programs in Local School
Districts. At the Y’s Before and After School
Programs, kids have a safe place to explore their
interests and discover their passions, learn to
work and play together and turn classmates into
friends. With programs run by caring adult role
models who are invested in helping every kid
reach their full potential, The Gateway Family
YMCA Before and After School Care Programs
are a safe place for working families.

“We are committed to the youth in our care,
providing staff role models, opportunities for
innovative STEAM activities, healthy living, arts
and youth sports,” stated Melynda A. Disla,
President and CEO, The Gateway Family
YMCA. “As an organization dedicated to youth
development, we understand how important it is
that our children have a safe and enriching
environment for learning, both in and out of
school.”

Registration is ongoing for the 2024-2025
school year Before and After School Programs

(above) The Gateway Family YMCA's offer
safety, enrichment and fun in after
school programs.

offered in collaboration with the Rahway Public
School District, Elizabeth Public School District
and Union Township Public School District.
School age child care programs are a place where
children can remain active, extend their learning
and continue to be engaged during their time out
of school — a critical time for youth. Programs are
held in local elementary and middle schools as
well as at YMCA for children attending on-site
Preschool at the YMCA in the Union Township
Public School District and the Rahway Public
School District. The YMCA also offers Vacation
Day programs during school holidays.

“We are pleased to be able to provide these
programs to the families in our community,
allowing their invaluable social, emotional,
physical and academic growth to continue long
after the school day ends,” stated Melynda A.
Disla. “Through a balanced approach to youth
development, the curriculum offers activities,
mentorship and academic support, nurturing the
potential of all participants throughout the year.”

The Gateway Family YMCA is a 501(c)(3)
non-profit, health and community service
organization of caring staff and volunteers
dedicated to strengthening community through
Youth Development, Healthy Living and Social
Responsibility. The Gateway Family YMCA
impacts the community by providing quality
services for all, with financial assistance
available to ensure that everyone has the
opportunity to reach their full potential. The Y
doesn’t just strengthen bodies — it strengthens
people, families and communities.

For more information about The Gateway
Family YMCA’s school age child care programs,
visit tgfymca.org or contact the Elizabeth Branch
908-355-9622, Five Points Branch 908-688-9622
or Rahway Branch 732-388-0057.
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AUGUST EVENTS AT THE UNION PUBLIC LIBRARY

1060 Stuyvesant Ave, Union® 123 Hilton Ave, Vauxhall, NJ 07088 ® 908-851-5450 ®Email unionpl@uplnj.org ® https://luplnj.org/
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 9 AM - 8 PM; Wednesday, Friday, Saturday: Closed - 5 PM; Sunday: Closed

Monday Night Trivia: 90°s Music
(Vauxhall Library)
Mon. 8/5 @ 6:00 pm
Are you a fan of REM or the Spice Girls? Do
you still dance the Macarena or the Cabbage
Patch? Come join us as we test your music
knowledge for fun and prizes.
Voter Registration Table (Main Library)
Mon. 8/12 @ 5:00 - 7:00 pm
Union County Board of Elections host a voter
registration event. If you are not signed up to
vote in this upcoming election, stop by and get
registered to vote. Gain information on the
election and get any of your election /
registration questions answered.
Celebrating 100 Years of James Baldwin: A
Community Discussion (Vauxhall Library)
Mon. 8/12 @ 6:00 pm
Join us as we honor the life of iconic American
writer and civil rights activist,
James Baldwin.
Adult Zentangle Workshop (Main Library)
Tues. 8/13 @ 6:00 pm
In a 90 minute color Zentangle class with Mimi,
you will explore meditative drawing with the
use of different color options,
Build Up Your Balance (Main Library)
Wed. 8/14 @ 10:30 am
Through gentle exercises and stepping
strategies, learn to keep your body balanced in
different situations. Give this popular class
from the YMCA a try!
Taste of New Orleans (Vauxhall Library)
Wed. 8/14 @ 6:00 pm
Please join us as Chef Jesse Jones returns to the
Vauxhall Branch Library for another
informative and tasty cooking demonstration.
Chef Jesse Jones will be preparing a New
Orleans favorite, Chicken and Turkey Sausage
Jambalaya. Chef Jesse Jones is a renowned chef
and author known for his modern approach to
southern cuisine.

Chair Yoga (Main Library)
Thurs. 8/15 @ 10:00 am
Take a deep breath with friends and stretch! For
beginners to professionals. Presented by the
Gateway Family YMCA.
Adult Origami Workshop (Main Library)
Thurs. 8/15 @ 6:00 pm
Join us for a summer themed origami class at
the Main Library! Instructor Joy Ann will teach
us how to make a new origami fold.
Registration will be limited and open at the
beginning of August.
Off the Shelf Book Club (Main Library)
Thurs. 8/15 @ 6:30 pm
August’s reading will be House of Ghosts by
W.C. Ryan. Pick up your copy at the Main
Library. Great way to make new friends!
Boogie Woogie Adult Dance Fitness
(Vauxhall Library)
Mon. 8/19 @ 6:00 pm
Get your exercise in with a fun cardio workout
featuring hip-hop inspired dance moves,
presented by Tiffany Taylor!
Animal Crossing Open Hours
(Virtual on Nintendo Switch)
Fri. 8/23 @ 3:00 - 5:00 pm
Check out our inclusive virtual library building
that serves children, teens, and adults. As a
thank you for visiting, there will be freebies!
You must add us as a friend before entering the
island. Our UPL Nintendo friend code is SW-
4027-1837-6212. All ages are welcome. No
registration is necessary.
Do you have Unclaimed Property?
(Vauxhall Library)
Wed. 8/28 @ 6:00 pm
The Unclaimed Property Administration of NJ
will be coming to the Vauxhall, learn what is
called unclaimed property and what documents
are needed to claim yours. refund, bonds,
unredeemed gift certificates, or any other funds
that are not claimed or considered abandoned
after a certain time frame. T

Delivery and Advance Ordering By 1 SCO0P & GET"

now availabl_e on our website
www.parkicecream.com:. .o bz

. 2ND SCOOP FREE

With this coupon. Expires 8/31/24.

Walk-in Wednesdays: One-on-One Library
Technology Assistance (Vauxhall Library)
Weds. @ 12:30 — 2:00 pm
on 8/7, 8/14, 8/21, 8/28
Get help with library resources, including
downloading e-books from Libby and Hoopla,
using the library catalog and resources, using
mobile print, and using the photocopier and
scanner. Reservations are not required.
Hula Hooping for Adults (Vauxhall Library)
Weds. @ 6:00 pm on 8/7, 8/14, 8/21, 8/28
Hooping conditions your core, works on proper
body alignment, boosts flexibility and stability
and lowers stress with an exhilarating aerobic
total body weight loss workout. Please join us
outside the Vauxhall Branch Library for this
unique and fun adult exercise program. Please
bring your own Infinity Hula Hoop as supplies
are very limited.

Meditation (Virtual on Zoom)

Thurs. @ 11:30 am
on 8/1, 8/8, 8/15, 8/22, 8/29
Join Bindu Bhatt for virtual meditation
sessions. No prior experience is necessary.
Bindu has practiced meditation for over 30
years and wants to share her insight.

MOUNTAINSIDE
TOWN WIDE GARAGE SALE

SATURDAY - SEPT. 9
gAM.-2PM.

MAF PICK UP AT THE LIBRARY - B AM SALE DAY

For more information
Hlﬂmﬂlﬂ“ﬂ““lll lication,
pleasa mitsdnewcomae ail.com

HOME MOVIES
TRANSFERRED

to digital files & DVD

¢ Video Tape Transfers
e DVD & Flash Drive Duplication
¢ High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning

& VIDEO DATA SERVICES®

locally owned since 1984

www.vdshnj.com
facebook.com/vdsnj

email: vdsnjira@gmail.com

908-964-4004

406 Chestnut St. * Union, NJ 07083
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Marketing
Toolbox

Renna Media offers a full
range of marketing services,
in print and online, hyper-
local to regional, for every
budget and market size.

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS

We mail 160,000 newspapers
to every home and business in
24 towns.You can advertise
in any number of towns.
Ads start at $60.

FULL GCOLOR PRINTING

We print flyers and menus,
full color, two sided,
on coated stock for only
$45 per thousand.

DIRECT MAIL

Insert your flyer into the
newspapers and get it mailed
to every home and business for
$60 per thousand and as low as
$30 per thousand for higher
quantities.

ONLINE MARKETING

Online ads and press releases
designed and placed to drive
traffic to your website and get
your phone ringing.

SOCIAL MEDIA

We can design and/or manage
your social media campaign
from passive to aggressive plans
customized to work within
your budget.

WEBSITE AND
SEO SERVICES

Start with an audit/analysis

of your website giving you a

report and recommendations
for $250.

It is highly recommended to
have a marketing plan and
budget before spending.

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A
FREE GCONSULTATION.
908-447-1295

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY!

Tina Renna 908-418-5586 * tinarenna@rennamedia.com
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 * joerenna@rennamedia.com
202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Online at RennaMedia.com
and NJLocalinfo.com

MEeDIA
.COM

Berkeley
Heights

COMMUNITY NEWS

Monthly

MONTHLY»

Gall today for FREE consult on
marketing and business plans.

Advertise
in 1 or all
24 towns
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OLD GUARD - AUGUST SPEAKERS PROGRAM

The Summit Area Old Guard is a social,
educational, and recreational organization that
serves men of retirement age. We meet most
Tuesdays at the New Providence Presbyterian
Church located at 1307 Springfield Ave. Our
dues are minimal, and members manage all
aspects of the operation. Our motto is “Come for
the Programs. Stay for the Friends.” The
organization was founded in 1930.

August 6th - Jerry DiFrancisco.

His topic will be the theory and practice of
international law. Jerry brings extensive
experience from the private sector, academia,
and eleemosynary organizations to bare on the
subject. He holds an MBA and Doctorate in
Management and has worked as President,

Humanitarian Services for the American Red
Cross, at AT&T for three decades in several
senior administrative positions and currently
serves as Distinguished Civic Leader in
Residence at Siena College. In addition, he has
served on numerous non-profit boards.
AUGUST 13TH = GENE PASCUCCI

Owner of Empire Antiques. Gene has lived all
over the world and is an expert in appraising and
collecting antiques. Much of his inventory is
derived from high-end estate sales and he also
holds auctions from time to time at his facility.
Gene will discuss a wide range of topics about
antiquing and will be accompanied by an
associate, Sonnie Benson, who will review some
of their vast inventory.

(above, I-r) Jerry DiFrancisco, Leslie Workman, Gene Pascucci, Sydney Levit
Courtesy photos

MONTH-LONG STOREFRONT ART WALK

The Township of Union is proud to announce
the launch of the Township of Union Art Tour, a
storefront art walk through Union Center.
Produced by Main Street Pops, a woman-owned
pop-up Arts Programming business, the event
will showcase the vibrant creativity of local
artists while fostering community engagement
and supporting local Special Improvement
District (SID) businesses.

This month-long public event—running from
July 30 to August 31—will transform Union
Center into an expansive live public gallery with
works from local artists displayed in storefront

windows. Attendees are encouraged to explore
the Art Tour at their own pace, discovering the
rich tapestry of artistic expression that NJ and
the Township of Union has to offer. This further
reinforces the Township and Union Center as a
place for the arts, culture, dining, and a retail
destination.

“Main Street Pops is pleased to work with the
Township of Union to showcase talented local
artists while encouraging residents and visitors
to explore the dynamic businesses of Union
Center and experience all it has to offer, ““ said
Tracy Gavant, Main Street Pops co-founder.

« Rated Chess Tournaments

g, +1(217) BB5-4097

Bd chessinmillburn@gmail.corm

CHESS IN MILLBURN

+ In-person and Online Chess Lessons
« Search us on YouTube: Chess Party

« Summer Camp and Classes Registrations Open!

« Visit our website for details and placement test!

@ www.chessinmillburn.com CHESS |N M|LLBURN

(s

CHESS ACADEMY

AUGUST 20TH - LESLIE WORKMAN

On August 20th we will learn about turning an
old barn into a community Arts Center. Our
speaker will be Leslie Workman, board
president, Farmstead Arts in Basking Ridge.
Leslie will take us through the roughly three-
hundred-year history of a Basking Ridge farm
and its ultimate transition into a community
cultural center which features many services
ranging from art classes to live theatre.
AUGUST 27TH - SYDNEY LEVIT

Finally, our speaker for August 27th will be a
100-year-old (on July 17th), World War II
combat veteran, Sydney Levit. Mr. Levit will be
interviewed by Summit resident Suzanne Currie
and she will ask him about his experiences
before, during and after his wartime service —
should be fascinating.

ROOM FOR RENT
CUARTO PARA LA RENTA

Woman looking to share 3 bedroom
apartment with another woman.
Mujer buscando rentar 1 cuarto en
apartamento de 3 cuartos.

LOCATED ON / LOCALIZADO EN
CHESTNUT ST, ROSELLE PARK
Call: Liz for more information.

908-425-1227

| BUY OLD MOTORCYCLES

All Types - Running or Not
Call or Text Glenn

s, 732-556-7636

Same Day
Pick-up

We Pay Cash

=il

MIND YOUR OWN
mﬂaﬁ BUSINESS

i SEEL

Host o -
= TJOE RENNA

L i———
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MURSELI PRO

15% Senior Discou

* NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

Family
Owned &
Operated For
20 Years

MASONRY

* NEW
FUNDATIONS

~ | * RE-ROOF
* NEW ROOF

* ROOF REPAIRS
* SHINGLES

e FLAT ROOF

e CLEANING
* RE-LINE

* REPAIRS
* REBUILD
* CAPPING

* BRICK & BLOCK
e SIDEWALKS

GOMPLETE SET OF STEPS | |;
Up to 6 Feet, 5 Steps / Brick, Limestone & Concrete : cHIMNERY LINER kﬁ%‘ﬁ‘

J $1 300 ‘& HomeAdvisor
= S , ~ You Home Improvement Connection
= - WHY SHOULD | USE A CHIMNEY LINING
.. ‘4 SYSTEM?e Protect your house from heat _
= transfer combustibles mﬁ? | " Ukeus on
T e Protect the masonry from the corrosive S

by products of combustion
 Provide a correctly sized flue for
optimum efficiency of appliance

Easy &
Effective

== |Carbon Monoxide
*| isinvisible,
Cleaning Long Term Preservation odorless,

. Save $1,000 ON ROOF
REPLACEMENT Q/

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 7/31/24. With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires 8/31/24.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I I

: of $1,000 or more i ' of $2,000 or more : (any Average House)

: With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 1 : With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other : ' With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other |
1 ! 1
L

offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 8/31/24. | ! offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 8/31/24. ! offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 8/31/24. _;
________________________________________________________________________________

of $1,000 or more

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 8/31/24.

_____________________________

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 8/31/24.




