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CALL FOR DETAILS 
908-418-5586

GROW YOUR 
BUSINESS

Place your ad 
in this space 

and be in 
every mailbox 

in town!

Full Color Flyers and Menus Printed and Mailed  
to Every Home and Business in Town!
LARGE MENUS - PRINTING - $85 PER THOUSAND 
11”x17” / Full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock / Includes folding  

FLYERS / BROCHURES - $45 PER THOUSAND 
8.5" x 11" / Full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock / Tri-fold add $10 per thousand 

INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS 
$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.) 

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 - email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

Clark Public Schools 
Arthur L Johnson High School held its sixty-eighth commencement 

ceremony on June 19th, 2024. The event was attended by Clark Board of 
Education President Steven Donkersloot, Clark Board of Education Vice 
President Thomas Lewis, Clark Board of Education members, Clark 
Mayor Sal Bonaccorso, Clark Superintendent Edward Grande, Garwood 
Board of Education President April Farrell, Garwood Superintendent 
Christopher Kinney, family members, teachers, administrators, and other 
community members.  

Christopher Di Nucci, Interim, introduced those in the processional. 
Assistant Principal Katrina Poskay served as master of ceremonies for the 
event.  Senior Class President Zoey Brown led the Pledge of Allegiance 
and Marianna Milara sang “The Star-Spangle Banner”. The processional 
leaders included Zoey Brown and Shannon Lancellotti, Student Council 
President. 

Salutatorian Taylor Normann addressed the class stating, “When you 
leave here today and move on to go to either college, trade school, job, 
military or wherever your path may lead, I want you to remember to 
embrace the change.  Confront the fear. And don’t forget where you came 
from.” She continued, “Do what makes you scared. Don’t let anxiety and 
fear be the thing that stops you. Let it be what drives you to keep pushing 
forward.” 

Marianna Milara and ALJ Alumni Judah Gray performed a duet of the 
song “Unwritten” by Natasha Bedingfield. 

Zoey Brown, Senior Class President reflected on her experience at ALJ 
stating, “If each of our lives is a book, then each of our books is a different 
volume to the series we call ALJ. The final pages may be written here 
tonight as peers add their final words and memory of switching their tassel 
from right to left.” She continued, “Some of us may be introducing the 
new book in our series at the college of our dreams in the next two months, 
some going into the trade they are fascinated and driven by, and others 
may not be sure where their pages take them next, and that is okay.” 

Clark Board of Education President Steven Donkersloot stated, “As you 
embark on what comes next, remember the lessons learned during your 
years spent in school and with the community and carry those lessons with 
you moving forward in life. Continue to work hard, dream big, be kind, 
and make a difference.” He congratulated the students and thanked parents, 
guardians, teachers, administrators, and staff for the efforts in supporting 
these graduates. 

Superintendent Edward Grande shared the honors, accolades, and 
pursuits of the Class of 2024 mentioning that this class received over $14.5 
million in scholarships. He asked students to “Live with intensity and 
focus. Take calculated risks. Challenge both yourselves and others but 
make sure that the needed supports for success are in place. Love with all 
that you have. Be patient for you never know what others are coping with. 
Be the one in the room whom the others can count on to speak the truth 

about them when they are no longer there.” 
Tara Oliveira, principal of ALJ, addressed the 

graduating class about likening your life to a 
book. She stated, “Undoubtedly, you have 
learned a lot over the course of your four years. 
Think back to your first day of freshman year at 
ALJ. I’m sure you were nervous yet excited 
about the unknown.  Remember the friendships 
that you forged in the classrooms, on the playing 
fields, the late nights you spent studying or 
laughing. These are the moments that have 
shaped you. That have defined the Arthur L. 
Johnson chapters of your life.” 

Students were awarded diplomas by Board of 
Education members. Names were announced by 
students Abigail Henkel and Shannon Lancellotti.  

Valedictorian Grace Wright talked about 
following your passion and getting out of your 
comfort zone. She asked the class to consider, 
“What are you passionate about? What do you 
think about for hours on end that you just can’t 
seem to shake? What do you need and crave to 
make yourself feel whole? What ignites a fire so 
big and bright inside you that it’s too painful to 
keep it in?” She gave examples from her 
graduating class of different “sparks” of passion. 
She concluded with a message to “Carry yourself 
with kindness.” 

Ms. Poskay concluded the ceremony wishing 
the students “Blessings, peace, protection and 
happiness on all of the adventures that lie ahead 
of you. You will always be Crusaders and this 
will always be your home. Make us proud.”

ALJ HIGH SCHOOL COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY 2024

Photo by Clark Public Schools
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©2023 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced 
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SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone 
you know accomplish something amazing? 
We are interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your 
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

 
ADVERTISING 

Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ Garwood Times

NOW IS THE BEST TIME FOR THE BEST DEALS  
ON UPGRADING YOUR A/C & HEATING SYSTEM.

Is your A/C system over 10 years old? Did your AC struggle last season?  
Consider a more efficient replacement. Avoid last minute emergencies. 
LET WOOLLEY PROVIDE YOU WITH A FREE NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE. 

CALL TODAY FOR ALL  
YOUR AIR CONDITIONING,  

HEATING, AND FUEL NEEDS 

908-760-0583 
woolleyfuel.com

Score big savings on heating and cooling  
costs for years to come by replacing  

your old, outdated equipment. 

0% INTEREST 
FOR 6 MONTHS 
NEW HEATING 
& A/C SYSTEM  

*Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly  
payments required. Ask the vendor for details.  
Credit is extended by Synchrony Bank. ©2024  
Synchrony. All rights reserved. May Not Be  
Combined With Other Offers. Expires: 8/31/2024. 

We are a family-owned company celebrating  
100 years of honest, high quality service. We are  
a full-service installation, maintenance and repair  
company. Need an AC start up or heating tune up?  
We provide that too, along with Woolley Service plans.

N. Woolley Master HVACR contractor Lic. # 1261

WOOLLEY’S PROUD PARTNERS

23RD ANNUAL DRIVE FOR AUTISM GOLF EVENT 
Drive for Autism Foundation

are welcome as well as, product donations and 
corporate sponsorships. To register online please 
go to: birdease.com/DriveforAutismXXIII 
ABOUT DRIVE FOR AUTISM FOUNDATION: 

Based in New Providence, New Jersey, The 
Drive for Autism Foundation (EIN#20-1760417), 
is a 501(3)(c) tax exempt public charity that was 
created in the Spring of 2002 for the sole purpose 
of raising and distributing funds for educational 
facilities specializing in students with autism. 
DRIVE FOR AUTISM GOLF OUTING 2024 

The Drive for Autism XXIII is scheduled for 
Monday Sept 16, 2024, at Royce Brook Golf 
Club in Hillsborough, NJ. The event consists of 
a morning round of golf followed by a barbeque.  
Special events include golf contests, raffles and 
a silent auction of sports memorabilia, game 
tickets and golf trips.   

To register or for additional information please 
visit birdease.com/DriveForAutismXXIII,  

call 908-451-8033  
or email driveforautism@comcast.net.

The Drive for Autism Foundation is pleased to 
announce that its annual golf event, Drive for 
Autism XXIII will be held at Royce Brook Golf 
Club in Hillsborough, NJ on Monday September 
16, 2024. 

The Drive for Autism Golf Outing, which has 
been held since 2002 has raised and distributed 
over $855,000 to local school programs. Previous 
beneficiaries of grants were Morris Union 
Jointure Commission (New Providence, NJ), Salt 
Brook School (New Providence, NJ), AW 
Roberts School (New Providence, NJ),Union 
County Educational Services 
Foundation/Crossroads School (Westfield, NJ), 
Educational Partnership for Instructing Children 
(Paramus, NJ), Young Life (greater Summit 
area), Eden II/Genesis Programs (Staten Island, 
NY), Spectrum360 - formally The Children’s 
Institute (Verona, NJ),and Seton 
Foundation/Mother Francheska Elementary 
School (Staten Island, NY). 

Grant recipients use money to fund Health and 
Fitness Programs, Social Skills Programs, 
educational curriculum and teacher training, a 
van for community trips and transportation to job 
training centers, laptop computers, computer 
touch screens, iPads, video projectors and 
educational toys and games 

The golf event is the main fundraising function 
for the foundation. Single golfers and foursomes 
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LIBRARY EVENTS

Summer Reading Club Closing party 
August 6 @ 2 pm 

The Scream Truck will be back for our closing 
party. Prizes and certificates will be awarded. 

Registration required. Limit 40. Must have 
logged in minutes to attend. 

Financial Planning Strategies  
August 13 at 7 pm 

Gail L. Abrams, Esq. will address many aspects 
of financial planning including: preparing for 

potential changes to the 2025 Sunset Provision 
of the Tax Act; exploring strategies to help 
seniors lower taxes on social security and 

interest income on investment accounts. She 
will examine ways to  protect investments in 

volatile market; and presents retirement 
strategies that could lower the impact of 

inflation and market risk on current retirement 
savings. Registration required. 

BOOK CLUB 
August 19 @ 1 pm 

Join us for a lively discussion of this month’s 
book, “The #1 Ladies Detective Agency”,  by 

Alexander McCall Smith. No registration 
necessary. 

Aging Services Kiosk (ASK)  
August 28 from 10 am to Noon 

Union County Division of Aging Staff will be 
on hand to assist seniors (age 60+) or their 

caregivers with information on services, such as 
meal delivery, respite care, adult day care and 

support services for caregivers

For more information and to register 
 call 908-789-1670  

or email garwoodlibrary@garwood.org. 
Monday and Tuesday 9 am to 8 pm,  

Wednesday and Thursday 10 am to 8 pm,  
Friday 10 am to 4:30 pm, 

Closed Saturday and Sunday for the summer
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COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
ALL PHASES OF ELECTRICAL WORK 
Electrical Repair • Control Wiring • Circuit Breakers 
Electrical Panels • Smart Home Services • Boilers  

• Smoke Detectors • FREE Estimates
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT - 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

201-600-3530 
SHORT CIRCUIT SPECIALIST

Lic.# 
888400

Bonded 
& Insured

WIRED RITE 
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

STEPHANIE GARDENS 
GARWOOD, NJ

1 BR starting at $1,769 
Heat & hot water included. Cats allowed. 
Conveniently located in residential area. 

Call for Availability. 
908.789.9198 

Professionally managed by DanJon Management Corp., Inc.

SPORTING THE MUSTANG PRIDE

Garwood Public Schools 
All students in grades five, six, seven, and 

eight were invited to participate in the annual 
Student Council fundraiser Battle of the Colors 
held in the spring. Nearly 100 students in middle 
school participated in this competition. Each 
grade level was identified by a color they selected 
to represent their team. Students battled across 
grade levels in volleyball and kickball as well as 
academic challenges like saying the alphabet 
backwards the fastest and reciting the presidents 
in order. This year students in grade 8 took the 
top prize while fifth graders earned the 
sportsmanship award. The event is sponsored by 
the Student Council and coordinated by Mrs. 
Benc. Both Mr. Burke and Mrs. Bree–assisted by 
Mrs. Peniche, Ms. Woodruff, and Mrs. 
DelConte–helped run the events or photograph 
the excitement.



GarwoodTimes • Page 6  • August 2024 

Advertise  
in 1 or all  
24 towns

Online at RennaMedia.com  
and NJLocalinfo.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET 
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY! 
Tina Renna 908-418-5586 • tinarenna@rennamedia.com 
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • joerenna@rennamedia.com 

202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

Renna Media offers a full  
range of marketing services,  
in print and online, hyper- 
local to regional, for every  
budget and market size. 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
We mail 160,000 newspapers  

to every home and business in  
24 towns. You can advertise  

in any number of towns.  
Ads start at $60. 

FULL COLOR PRINTING 
We print flyers and menus,  

full color, two sided,  
on coated stock for only 

$45 per thousand. 

DIRECT MAIL 
Insert your flyer into the  

newspapers and get it mailed  
to every home and business for  
$60 per thousand and as low as  

$30 per thousand for higher 
quantities. 

ONLINE MARKETING 
Online ads and press releases  
designed and placed to drive  

traffic to your website and get  
your phone ringing. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
We can design and/or manage  
your social media campaign  

from passive to aggressive plans  
customized to work within  

your budget. 

WEBSITE AND 
SEO SERVICES 

Start with an audit/analysis  
of your website giving you a  
report and recommendations  

for $250. 
 

It is highly recommended to  
have a marketing plan and  

budget before spending.   

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A  
FREE CONSULTATION. 

908-447-1295

Marketing 
Toolbox
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YOUTUBE PODCAST

LOCAL STUDENT TEACHERS NAMED TOP IN STATE
Each student teacher spent two semesters 

working alongside cooperating teachers as part 
of their training. Stationed in classrooms 
throughout the state and across grades, they 
taught classes, prepared lessons, conducted labs 
and served as role models to children.  

The state education department and NJACTE 
also recognized the cooperating classroom 
teachers who worked with the student teachers. 
New Jersey Acting Education Commissioner 
Kevin Dehmer and Assistant Commissioner 
Jorden Schiff, Ed.D., both took part in the 
ceremony. 

“This collaboration between cooperating 
teachers and clinical interns exemplifies how 
much we can accomplish for New Jersey’s 
students by working together,” Dehmer said. 
“These remarkable individuals stand at the 
intersection of learning and teaching, and their 
commitment serves as an inspiration to many.” 

Monmouth Regional High School social 
studies teacher Joseph Nappi, the 2023-2024 
State Teacher of the Year, also spoke at the 
ceremony. Nappi, who works closely with the 
Holocaust Resource Center at Kean and teaches 
an elective class on the Holocaust, genocide and 
humanity that gives his students Kean credit, 
congratulated both the new teachers and the 
cooperating teachers.  

“This is an amazing profession,” Nappi said, 
“one that will impact, by the time you’re done, 
thousands of minds.”  

The Kean students who received top honors – 
recent graduates Ryen Hagg ’23 ’24 M.A., 

Lillianna Ramos ’23 ’24 M.A., and Rodrigues 
’24, all said they were honored to receive the 
awards. They also expressed thanks to their 
cooperating teachers. 

Hagg, of Garwood, interned in a Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School chemistry classroom with 
teacher Swati Bulusu. A third-generation teacher 
– Hagg’s mother and grandfather, who both 
attended the ceremony, are educators – she will 
teach chemistry at Cranford High School in the 
fall. 

“I was nervous, but it further confirmed this is 
what I am supposed to do,” she said. “My 
favorite moments were when I could explain 
things and saw my students experience that 
lightbulb moment.”  

Ramos, of Colonia, interned with Rahway 
High School math teacher Toni Robertelli. She 
will begin a full-time job teaching algebra and 
geometry there this fall.  

“I am super excited to continue my journey 
with an amazing group of math teachers I have 
gotten to know over the past year,” Ramos said. 
“I cannot wait to push myself to be better. I aim 
to be the best teacher I can be for my students.” 
ABOUT KEAN UNIVERSITY 

Kean University, New Jersey’s urban research 
university, is a national institution of higher 
education recognized for its diversity, innovation 
and the social mobility of its graduates. Founded 
in 1855 as a teachers college, Kean has evolved 
into a thriving research university that supports 
students as they persist to graduation, give back 
to their communities and launch successful 
careers. Kean’s six colleges offer more than 50 
undergraduate programs, six doctoral degree 
programs and more than 70 options leading to 
master’s degrees, professional diplomas or 
certifications, across a full range of academic 
subjects. With campuses in Union, Toms River 
and Manahawkin, New Jersey, and Wenzhou, 
China, as well as Kean Online, the University 
provides students of all backgrounds an 
affordable and accessible world-class education. 
Learn more at kean.edu.

(above) Kean University graduates Ryen Hagg and Cristiana Rodrigues with Kean President 
Lamont O. Repollet, Ed.D., and education officials. Kean graduate Lillianna Ramos, also awarded 

with distinction, is not pictured. Photo by Kean University

Kean University 
Three new teachers who recently graduated 

from Kean University were recognized as among 
the top student teachers in the state this year. 

They were among 16 new teachers who 
received the highest commendation, Awarded 
with Distinction, from the New Jersey 
Association of Colleges for Teacher Education 
(NJACTE) and the state Department of 
Education (DOE) as clinical interns, or student 
teachers. In all, 63 new teachers who recently 
graduated from 22 New Jersey colleges were 
recognized as Distinguished Clinical Interns at a 
festive ceremony held recently at Kean 
University. 

“I know the importance of what takes place in 
classrooms every day, and I am so proud of each 
of you,” Kean President Lamont O. Repollet, 
Ed.D., told the group. “You are stepping into your 
role at a time when teachers are needed more than 
ever. I have no doubt you will have a profound 
impact.” 

Kean graduate Cristiana Rodrigues ’24, who 
completed her student teaching in a third grade 
classroom at Washington Elementary School in 
her hometown of Union, said it was “surreal” to 
receive the top honor. In the fall, she will be a 
full-time teacher at the school, which she also 
attended as a child.  

“I get to go back and thank all the teachers who 
made me want to be a teacher,” said Rodrigues, 
who is also beginning studies at Kean this fall for 
a master’s degree in special education - learning 
and behavioral disabilities. 

a u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile 
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall  

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical 
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Electrical Lic. # 14616  
& Plumbing w #8660

GARAGE DOORS & ELECTRIC OPENERS 
Serving the Trade since 1938 

908-756-8541 
www.shusterdoors.com

J. W. Shuster 
& Son, Inc.

NJ Lic #13VH07727000 BBB Accredited Business
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COMPLETE SET OF STEPS 
Up to 6 Feet, 5 Steps / Brick, Limestone & Concrete 

    $3,750

Carbon Monoxide  
is invisible, 
odorless,  

and can kill you!

You Home Improvement Connection

ROOFING

CHIMNEYS

GUTTERS

SIDING

MASONRY

STEPS FOUNDATIONS

MURSELI PRO 
CONSTRUCTION
908-361-6372

• All Work Guaranteed 

• 24/7 Emergency Service 

• 15% Senior Discount 

• Major Credit Cards 

• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

$600 OFF 
NEW SIDING JOB 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 8/31/24.

$350 OFF 
ANY ROOF REPAIR 
of $1,000 or more 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 8/31/24.

$150 
GUTTERS CLEANING 
(any Average House) 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 8/31/24.

$350 OFF 
ANY CHIMNEY REPAIR 

of $1,000 or more 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 

offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 8/31/24.

$400 OFF 
ANY FOUNDATION JOB 

of $2,000 or more 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 

offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 8/31/24.

ROOFINGMASONRY GUTTERSCHIMNEY
• CLEANING 
• RE-LINE 
• REPAIRS 
• REBUILD 
• CAPPING

• CLEANING 
• INSTALLATION 
• SCREENING 
• REPAIRS 
• REPLACEMENTS

• RE-ROOF 
• NEW ROOF 
• ROOF REPAIRS 
• SHINGLES 
• FLAT ROOF

• DRIVEWAYS 
• STEPS 
• BRICK & BLOCK 
• SIDEWALKS 
• REPAIR

FOUNDATION
• NEW  

FUNDATIONS 
• REPAIRS 
• WATERPROOFING

With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires 4/30/24.

BEFORE AFTER

Easy & 
Effective 
Cleaning Long Term Preservation

Special
CHIMNERY LINER 

$1,300Special

Family 
Owned & 

Operated For 
20 Years

WHY SHOULD I USE A CHIMNEY LINING 
SYSTEM?• Protect your house from heat 
transfer combustibles 
• Protect the masonry from the corrosive 

by products of combustion 
• Provide a correctly sized flue for 

optimum efficiency of appliance

Save $1,000 ON ROOF 
REPLACEMENT 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 7/31/24. With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires 8/31/24.


