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HELPING TO KEEP UNION BEAUTIFUL

Submitted by Maryann Friscia

The youngest and the oldest gardeners came together recently to
plant the Municipal Gardens in front of the Township of Union’s Town
Hall.

The world of entomology piqued the curiosity of the young
members of Pack 68 when they uncovered worms, bugs and centipedes
living in the dirt they dug up. Mom, Dad and siblings provided
energetic support of the project that transformed the tired garden into
a colorful space.

Long standing members of the Township of Union Garden Club
joined the Cub Scouts with trowels in hand to clear away remnants of
last year’s planting that made room for eight flats of Vincas.

Cub Scouts who helped were Benjamin R, Stella R, Jacob S, Neo
A, Oliver R, Frank A, Daniel F, Mason P, Noah P, Arthur V., Alice V,
Jackson B, Izak S, Ali R, Nadia R, Ava R, Olivia M, Bianca M, Nora
S.

Parents...Vivian T, Meridith S, Phala A, Rosario R, Amanda A,
Alexander F, Julie R, Ana B, Jeremiah B, Deepak S, Kate R,
Muhammad R, Michael M, Tricia S.

We thank Veronica Doll, President of the Township of Union Garden
Club, for her continued efforts to bring people together to “Keep Union
Beautiful.”
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LARGE MENUS - PRINTING - $85 PER THOUSAND

11”x17” / Full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock / Includes folding

FLYERS / BROCHURES - $45 PER THOUSAND

8.5" x 11" / Full color / 2 sided / 601Ib gloss coated stock / Tri-fold add $10 per thousand

INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS

$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.)

Full Golor Flyers and Menus Printed and Mailed
to Every Home and Business in Town! T

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 - email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com |
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Spinit of UNION

Renna Media LLC, Publishers
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016

Spirit of Union is published by Renna Media. 6,800
newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every business
and resident in Union Township, NJ. Although great care has
been taken to ensure the information contained within is
accurate, Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or
omissions.

©2023 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced
without written consent from Renna Media LLC.

SEND US YOUR NEWS

Do you have a community service that you
need help publicizing? Did you or someone
you know accomplish something amazing?
We are interested in hearing about your latest
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com

ADVERTISING
Joe Renna: 908-447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com
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Find us on online: rennamedia.com
facebook.com/ Spirit of Union

MILITARY FAMILIES SACRIFICE T0O

Michael D Boll, NJVN President

For the last few years, the New Jersey
Veterans Network (NJVN) has been helping
veterans with resources and assistance with their
mental health conditions. Over time we came to
realize that the veteran’s family was being
affected by their struggles as well. Our team had
to learn how to include their family members in
our outreach efforts. We lose 22 veterans each
day to suicide, and they leave behind grieving
families. Recently, we decided to make sure all
veteran family members can use the same
resources that our team has available for
veterans. Sometimes we forget about the
sacrifices our veteran families have to make and
this country should appreciate them for this.

One thing our team decided to do was to have
Gold Star families meet disabled veterans at our
events, so they can work together and form a
bond. This effort was extremely affective and
immediately brought joy to both the Gold Star
families and to the disabled veterans. By adding
veteran family members to the team, it allows us
to work together on our peer support and
recreational therapy programs. We are honored
to have veteran family members to work
alongside us and know they are just as
committed with helping our veterans live a
better way of life.

If you need assistance, or would like to join
the team as a volunteer, please send us your
name, email, and phone number to
NJVNI1775@gmail.com.

ABOUT NEW JERSEY VETERANS NETWORK

We are a group of veterans and volunteers
dedicated to helping our veterans and their
families live better lives. Our mission is to
identify veterans and connect them with
resources and programs designed to meet their
unique set of needs. Help us save Vets! We are
always looking for volunteers, with various skills,
to join the team. If you are a veteran or family
member that is in need of assistance; or are
interested in volunteering, would like us to speak
at your event, or contribute to our mission, call
973-332-1556 or email NJVN1775@gmail.com.
To learn more visit njvn.org.
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(above) Michael D Boll, NJVN President, with
Dina and Tom Duffy who lost their son Tom
Duffy, a Marine Corporal and Afghanistan

War veteran. Courtesy photos
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RE/MAX Select

137 Elmer Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
Office: 908-233-9292
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REALTG®
Each office is independently owned and operated. E

Janice Van Der Veken
Realtor-Associate

RE/MAX Select

Cell: 908-577-0824

JaniceVanDerVekenRealtor@gmail.com

If your home is listed with another broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

state 00 arket

Interest Rates are not
affecting the buyer demand!

Sellers are still receiving multiple offers

NOW more than ever is the perfect time
to CASH IN on your equity!

Mary Rittenhouse
Realtor-Associate
RE/MAX Select

Cell: 908-477-4486
Mary.Ritt@hotmail.com
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Call Today for a Free Estimate! [&] 855.624.6655
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Payment Plans
WRIDAYE $209 BASEMEMTS $19%
SITCHEMNS $389 BATHRDOMS 3179
ROOFEG $240 DECESPATION 5189
SIDENG 3189 PORCHESSTEPS 3185

) ROOFING | SIDING | WINDOWS o Pl R=abre
¥ Decks & Porches O KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BASEMENTS i g’ b e gy
MASONRY | DECKS | PORCHES

HOME REMODELING CROUP

VIRTUAL MEETINGS ALSO AVAILABLE

Interior & Exterior Remodeling | Family Owned & Operated
100% FINANCING AVAILABLE | 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

MIDCA |3VHOTTS5300

(2] MagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com
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SALEM ROADHOUSE CAFE

ROCK—JAZZ—R&B—SPIRITUAL featuring.....

MARK ADAMY BAND

UNION MUNICIPAL
BAND SUMMER SERIES

The Union Municipal Band will be performing
2 times in July. All shows are free. Audience
members are encouraged to bring their own lawn

chairs or blankets to sit and watch the band. The | ) EAWRDAH, JULY 13, 8:00 PM
schedule is as follows: DOORS OPEN AT mﬂﬂ

July 8 - Putnam Manor, Plymouth Rd & ADMISSION: cash at door $20.00 — STUDENTS $15.00
Benington Dr, Union Admission includes snacks, beveroges, tea, coffee & desserts

July 15 - Fairway Drive, BlackBerry Lane,
Union w

The band is conducted by Howard Toplansky
and will feature Caryn Feder on drumset. This .
season marks Caryn’s 25th year playing for the :
conductor in various concert bands and wind
ensembles in the area. The concerts will feature
many patriotic selections.

Original art/photography by local artist ROBERT CLEARY
will be on display at the ROADHOUSE GALLERY OF FINE ART for all to enjoy

2024 Show proceeds will benefit '
GATEWAY YMCA Childrens Summer Camp Programs the

All shows are featured on UNION TV34's “ROADHOUSE UNPLUGGED" nightly music series

SALEM ROADHOUSE CAFE @ TOWNLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
829 SALEM ROAD UNION MNJ O7083
PHOME: 908-686-1028 (leave message) E-MAIL: salemroadhouse®gmail .com
WEB: www.townleychurch.org FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/salemroadhouse

ARE YOU READY TO BEAT THE HEAT?  CGALL TODAY FOR ALL

’ / YOUR AIR CONDITIONING,
POHJWA'IHNT“. IT'S T0O HOT HEATING, AND FUEL NEEDS

100 years of honest, high quality service. We are g e
a full-service installation, maintenance and repair :'E:I:' 0 L LDEI 3ty A
company. Need an AC start up or heating tune up? T & FU-EE.L By T [ | 7 [ | 5
We provide that too, along with Woolley Service plans. ¥ e -y | A,

| woolleyfuel.com

/106 > 11:_{ WOOLLEY’S PROUD PATNRS Elﬁtl,u_ X
TWOOLLEY [T (et ey e

HOME SOLUTIONS /&
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1 Score hig savings on heating
2, and cooling costs for years
. to come by replacing your
= 1 old, outdated equipment.

S .- e .- .New Heating:
S R & A/C System,

1 ey s . I

Is your A/C system over 10 years old? Did your AC struggle last season? : Plus a FREE Aprilaire Filter: :
Consider a more efficient replacement. Avoid last minute emergencies. i Valued up to $1,000!
1

LET WOOLLEY PROVIDE YOU WITH A FREE NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE, | Fvres 71202t ot comtnes i over s
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ROOFING & MASONRY
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' CHIMINEY CLEANING
 STARTING AT $150 |

1

1 1
I MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 |
I With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer. 1
1 Expires 7/31/24. 1
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FOUNDATION REPAIRS BEFORE & AFTER

OFF DISCOUNT |

1
I MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 1
I With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer. 1
1 Expires 7/31/24. 1
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. ANY CHIMNEY JOB |

I MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
I With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
1 Expires 7/31/24.

$300°F 2v0e.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 |
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer. |

Expires 7/31/24. 1

NEW STEPS N r
$ OFF ANY NEW
PREFERRED ' 800 ROOF JOB

(AIERMED) | mochmowmes e
) We offer $350-$450
i ANY ROOF REPAIR i

Expires 7/31/24.
- - FINANCING
' . MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 800-206-8529 | i ,
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URGENT NEED FOR ADVOCATES FOR YOUTH IN FOSTER CARE

Child Focus

The latest class of CASA volunteers were
sworn in to advocate for youth in foster care on
June 11, 2024.

Union County Superior Court Judge Rosalba
Comas presided over the swearing-in of the
newly trained volunteers, and each can now be
assigned to work with children living in foster
care through no fault of their own, advocating for
their best interests and ensuring their needs are
met while in the child welfare system.

The nonprofit organization Child Focus
operates CASA of Passaic and Union Counties,
and its goal is to provide a CASA volunteer for
each of the more than 250 child-victims in Union
County foster care. Currently, just 30 percent of
these vulnerable infants, children, and teens have
the continuity and support of a CASA volunteer
serving as extra eyes and ears for judges hearing
their cases. The need is critical for additional
volunteers to step up and serve waiting children.

“We are proud to welcome this new group of
volunteers to the CASA family,” said Erica
Fischer-Kaslander, Executive Director of Child
Focus. “These individuals have taken concrete
action to make a difference in the lives of
children who have experienced immense trauma,
having been removed from home through no fault
of their own, often due to abuse or neglect. We
look forward to working with our new advocates
as they serve these vulnerable youth and urge
more community members to follow their
example by volunteering to support children in
need.”

Judge Comas expressed her gratitude for the
CASA program and the volunteers’ commitment
to the children they serve. “If I really want to
know what’s happening with a child I listen to the
CASA worker, because they are 100% in tune
with everything that the child needs, and
everything that’s happening in the child’s life,”
she shared. “Their job is to look out for the kids,
represent the children’s interest, and make sure
that all of their needs are being addressed. It’s not
just whether they need clothes or whether they
need toys, it’s the bond. It’s what they need
emotionally, it’s someone they can count on.”

Since caseworkers, attorneys, and foster homes

are ever-changing, the CASA volunteer — or
advocate — is a much-needed constant in a child’s
life, committing to work with the child until they
reach permanency in a stable home and the case
closes. Children assigned a CASA volunteer are
more likely to receive services, spend less time
in the foster system, and experience significantly
better outcomes than those without an advocate.
BECOMING A CASA - TRAINING SCHEDULED IN JULY

Becoming a CASA requires no special skills
or background in child welfare. Child Focus
provides thorough training on the ins and outs of
advocating for abused and neglected children,
and volunteers are fully supported by CASA
program staff. Volunteers visit the children at
least monthly and get to know the people in the
child’s life, such as foster parents, biological
parents, teachers, therapists, and attorneys in
order to make unbiased recommendations to the
family court judge that support the child’s best
interests.

The first step to becoming an advocate is to
attend an information session. Upcoming

at the Elizabeth Public Library (Elmora Branch),
740 W Grand St, Elizabeth, NJ 07202; Thursday,
July 11 at 5:30 p.m. at the Rahway Public
Library, 2 City Hall Plaza in Rahway; Thursday
July 25 at 5:30 p.m. at the Union County Colleen
Fraser Building, 300 North Avenue E. in
Westfield; or Monday July 1 at 10 a.m., Monday
July 15 at 5:30 p.m., Wednesday July 24 at 12
p.m., and Wednesday July 31 at 5:30 p.m. at the
Wayne Child Focus office, 415 Hamburg

Turnpike, Suite D2. Register:
casapassaicunion.org/info-session.
ABOUT CHILD FOCUS:

Child Focus prioritizes the needs and well-
being of infants, children and teens impacted by,
or at risk of, abuse or neglect by amplifying their
voices and working toward lasting, permanent
solutions that address their unique situations and
provide support needed to thrive. This critical
work is accomplished through three distinct but
complementary programs: CASA of Passaic and
Union Counties, NJ Safe Babies Court Team, and
the Open Door Store. For more information about
Child Focus, visit childfocusnj.org.

sessions will be held Monday, July 8 at 5:30 p.m.

(above) The latest class of CASA volunteers were sworn in to advocate for youth in foster care on
June 11, 2024. To learn more about becoming an advocate, info sessions are scheduled for July.

For more information visit: casapassaicunion.org/info-session

Courtesy photo

If you are struggling at home with daily
routines let Mom and Pap’s Home Care

ik Ej Mom and Pap'’s

Home Care

Private affordable in-home care with dignity

DO YOU OR A LOVED ONE NEED ONE-ON-ONE CAREGIVERS HELP?

We are locally owned and operated. Providing quality
and supervised caregiver service at an affordable rate.

Service provide you with the help you need.

-

Call us today for a free quote!
at 201-567-3181 or 732-895-8696
MomAndPapsCare.com

All caregivers are certified, licensed, insured and bonded
(Fully screened with references and background checks.)
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JULY 1™

FOUR STICKS
THE MUSIC OF LED ZEPPELIN

JULY 18™
80'S REVOLUTION

JULY 25™
XTREME QUEEN

THE LEGACY OF FRELDDE MESCLIEY
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SPECTACULAR
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snwswwsd FEATURING » %% % & & w
MISSION DANCE

MO ENEMOT FARTY DAND

FREE ADMISSIOM
BRING YOUR BLANKET L A LAWH -I:‘.'H.lld:ﬁ
FOOD TRUCKS ON SITE

FHEE ADHIFHON | FOODR WENMDOEE | BRING LAWR CHAIRE & BLAREERS

RAIN DATE: FRIDAY, JULY 5"

1-800-TEAM-LAW ©

INJURED?

TELL US YOUR STORY. THE CONSULTATION IS FREE.
TOBIN + KESSLER - GREENSTEIN «- CARUSO - WIENER - KONRAY

ONE OF NEW JERSEY'S
TOP-RATED LAW FIRMS

$10 - $18 819

Medical Malpractice M I L L I 0 N Car Accident

Construction 5Site Accident

* Personal Injury 136 Central Avenue
* Motor Vehicle Accidents Clark, New Jersey
* Medical Malpractice 1-800-TEAM-LAW

« Workers' Compensation +12 Office Locations
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CONCERT SERIES

The Township of Union is pleased to announce
the return of the annual Summer Concert Series.
Located at Biertuempfel Park, the series will take
place every Thursday in July from 7:30 p.m. -9
p.m.

Beginning July 4, each Thursday will feature
high energy performances, food vendors and fun.
This years’ series will include:

* Mission Dance | July 4| High-energy party
band

* Four Sticks | July 11| The music of Led
Zeppelin

* 80’s Revolution | July 18 | Best of the decade

 Xtreme Queen| July 25 | The legacy of Freddie
Mercury

Concerts are open to the public and are free of
charge to attend. Blankets and chairs are
welcome. Food and refreshments will be
available for purchase.

In case of rain, the concerts will be moved to
Hannah Caldwell School Auditorium, located at
1120 Commerce Avenue.

For details the Township of Union Summer
Concert Series, visit uniontownship.com or
follow @TWPUNIONNIJ on social media for
regular updates.

" WIRED RITE

ELECTRICAL SERVICE

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
ALL PHASES OF ELECTRICAL WORK
Electrical Repair « Control Wiring « Circuit Breakers
Electrical Panels « Smart Home Services ¢ Boilers
« Smoke Detectors - FREE Estimates

SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT - 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

e 201-600-3530 3 S

888400 ol e & Insured
SHORT CIRCUIT SPECIALIST

0 DENTALCARE ASSOCIATES
" " H Ll THY ALY £ YEAR

IMMEDIATE
DENTURE

REPAIR

908.322.7800
ACCIDENTS

CAN HAPPEN

Repairs: 1 Hour Service
Relines: 3 Hour Service
Schedule Permitting

LET US
HELP YOU!
567 Park Ave » Scotch Plains
www.njdentalcare.com |
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JULY EVENTS AT THE UNION PUBLIC LIBRARY

1060 Stuyvesant Ave, Union® 123 Hilton Ave, Vauxhall, NJ 07088 ¢ 908-851-5450 ®Email unionpl@uplnj.org ® https://luplnj.org/
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 9 AM - 8 PM; Wednesday, Friday, Saturday: Closed - 5 PM; Sunday: Closed

Men's Fragrances 101 (Virtual on Zoom)
Wed. 7/3 @ 6:00 pm
Are you interested in buying a loved one
cologne? Perhaps you want to upgrade your
scent? Join us for this informative presentation
where we discuss the basics of men's fragrances
like the terminology, how to wear it, where to
buy, favorite scents and more.
Monday Night Trivia: Black Cinema (Vauxhall)
Mon. 7/8 @ 6:00 pm
Are you a fan of Denzel Washington or Viola
Davis? Maybe you still watch Friday or Poetic
Justice whenever it airs on television? Come
join us as we test your movie knowledge for fun
and prizes.
Chair Yoga (Main)
Thurs. 7/11 @ 10:00 am
Take a deep breath with friends and stretch! For
beginners to professionals. Presented by the
Gateway Family YMCA.
Kalustyan - World of Spices (Main)
Thurs. 7/11 @ 5:30 pm
Partnering with Kalustyan, Kerri Goad will be
presenting on new and interesting trends in the
world of spices, providing information on
spices, ways to use them, as well as Kalustyan’s
commitment to our community in Union and
their own line of products.
Practice Your English (Vauxhall)
Mon. 7/15 @ 12:00 pm &
Mon. 7/29 @ 12:00 pm
Do you know anyone who would like to
practice their English skills? Now’s their chance
with us. Join in at a drop-in group that’s more
like a party than a formal class.
Practice Your English (Main)
Mon. 7/15 @ 6:00 pm &
Mon. 7/29 @ 6:00 pm
Do you know anyone who would like to
practice their English skills? Now’s their chance
with us. Join in at a drop-in group that’s more
like a party than a formal class.

Al’s Carpentry g
Home Improvements ‘s

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall
Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Call: 908.451.2230

Electrical Lic. # 14616
alscarpentry11@aol.com 2 Plursbing w #8660

Serving Ajj
o Union County

SUBURBAN PAVING COMPANY
Specializing in Asphalt Driveways, Parking Lots,
Belgium Block Curbing, Sidewalks, Seal Coating

908-925-0444
908-928-0031

Boogie Woogie Adult Dance Fitness (Vauxhall)
Mon. 7/15 @ 6:00 pm
Get your exercise in with a fun cardio workout
featuring hip-hop inspired dance moves,
presented by Tiffany Taylor!
Unwine & Paint (Vauxhall)
Wed. 7/17 @ 6:30 pm
Please join us for an evening at the Vauxhall
Library as Newark resident, Ms. Lelia
Stevenson, leads attendees for a fun and
relaxing evening of painting!
0ff the Shelf Book Club (Main)
Thurs. 7/18 @ 6:30 pm
July’s reading will be The Invincible Miss Cust.
Pick up your copy at the Main Library. Great
way to make new friends!
Adult Summer Watercolor Workshop (Main)
Mon. 7/22 @ 6:00 pm
Learn the basics of watercolor painting with Joy
Ann Cabanos. She will lead you through
painting a summer scene. All materials will be
provided and seats are limited. Registration will
open at the beginning of July.
Union County’s Department of Children
& Families (Main)
Thurs. 7/25 @ 5:00 - 7:00 pm
Join us for this outreach event from NJ’s
Department of Children & Families. Ask
questions, get informed, find great resources,
and more with officers from the Union County
Branch of the NJ DCF.
Adult Watercolor Galaxies (Main)
Thurs. 7/25 @ 6:00 pm
Welcome back Swetha Shenoy
(@thepaisleycorner) from The Paisley Corner
(https://thepaisleycorner.com) where she will
teach you basic watercolor techniques and paint
vibrant watercolor galaxies.
Animal Crossing Open Hours
(Virtual on Nintendo Switch)
Fri. 7/26 @ 3:00 - 5:00 pm
Come explore UPL Island! Check out our
inclusive virtual library building that serves

children, teens, and adults. Discover our Mario-
themed maze, shake fruit/money trees, shop at
Nooks & Abels, help craft DIYs, and leave a
message on the bulletin board. As a thank you
for visiting, there will be freebies! You must
add us as a friend before entering the island.
Our UPL Nintendo friend code is SW-4027-
1837-6212. All ages are welcome. No
registration is necessary. If you have any
questions, please get in touch with
jearvajal@uplnj.org.
Adult Crochet for Beginners (Vauxhall)
Wed. 7/31 @ 6:00 pm
Please join us as Ms. Lisa Roberts teaches
attendees the basics of learning how to crochet.
Attendees can bring their own crochet hooks
and yarn, but supplies will be provided!
Walk-in Wednesdays: One-on-One Library
Technology Assistance (Vauxhall)
Weds. @ 12:30 - 2:00 pm
on 7/3, 7/10, 7/17, 7/24, 7/31
Get help with library resources, including
downloading e-books from Libby and Hoopla,
using the library catalog and resources, using
mobile print, and using the photocopier and
scanner. Reservations are not required.
Hula Hooping for Adults (Vauxhall)
Weds. @ 6:00 pm on
7/3, 7/10, 7/17, 7/24, 7/31
Hooping conditions your core, works on proper
body alignment, boosts flexibility and stability
and lowers stress with an exhilarating aerobic
total body weight loss workout. Please join us
outside the Vauxhall Branch Library for this
unique and fun adult exercise program. Please
bring your own Infinity Hula Hoop as supplies
are very limited.
Meditation (Virtual on Zoom)

Thurs. @ 11:30 am on 7/11, 7/19, 7/25
Join Bindu Bhatt for virtual meditation
sessions. No prior experience is necessary.
Bindu has practiced meditation for over 30
years and wants to share her insight.

=
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SELF STORAGE

$1 Pays Your Fi

We're In This Together.

Contact-free Online Rentals.

SKIP THE COUNTER
(908) 259-1020

720 Boulevard « Kenilworth, NJ 07033
rst Month's Rent.
o

$24 Admin Fee Waived When You Complete Your
Rental Online Or Over The Phone.

FREE Lock & Key.

Taxes & fees may apply. Subject to availability. Offer valid for new customers only,

www.AccessSelfStorage.com




SOCIAL IMPACT FUND SUPPORTS
SWIM PROGRAMS

The Phillips 66 Social Impact Fund, on behalf
of the Phillips 66 Bayway Refinery, is providing
a $46,000 grant to The Gateway Family YMCA
to offer swim safety programming through
Summer and Fall Swimming Lessons to 209 low
and moderate-income youth.

Melynda Disla, President/CEO of The
Gateway Family YMCA, has expressed a
pressing need for financial assistance. She
states, "We can't provide additional swim lesson
scholarships without the help of donors like
Phillips 66. Low-moderate-income families can
only afford these lessons with financial
assistance despite how much they are needed."

Bayway Refinery Manager, Don Susanen,
said, "We are proud to partner with The Gateway

Family YMCA. The programs offer more than
swim lessons. It provides a safe and healthy
outdoor activity for youth, preventing them from
being stuck indoors all summer. And remember,
every life saved from receiving swimming
lessons makes the investment well worth it."

Our support of this program demonstrates
how Phillips 66 continues to strive to be a
trusted community partner. At Phillips 66, we
understand that we share our communities and
take responsibility for our neighbors’ safety and
well-being.

At Phillips 66, we believe actions speak
louder than words. Together, we are
#GivingGoodEnergy!
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(above) A 846,000 grant from Phillips 66 Bayway Refinery provides swim safety
for local youth just in time for summer.

Courtesy photo

THE GATEWAY FAMILY YMCA tgfymea. -n»rg

YMCA Summer ,ummzn

Programs —~- T V¥
Camp | e
4 Sports " | '
1 Swimming
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The Gateway Family YMCA |s a nonprofit crganization
dedicated to strengthening community.

Providing Energy.
Improving Lives.
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POOL SAFETY TIPS CAN
HELP SAVE A LIFE

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission

Drowning is the leading cause of unintentional
death in children ages 1 through 4, and data
released by the U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission (CPSC) shows that more than 375
children drown in pools and spas each year.
Children younger than 5 years old account for 75
percent of these drownings, 56 percent of which
are attributed to a gap in adult supervision. Most
child drownings (71 percent) happen at home.

In response to these numbers, CPSC’s Pool
Safely campaign is sharing simple water safety
steps that families can take to prevent drownings,
especially while many families are spending
more time around backyard and portable pools
this season.

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission’s Pool Safely campaign urges
parents and caregivers to follow the Pool Safely
simple safety steps to prevent more drownings:
* Never leave a child unattended in or near

water, and always designate an adult Water
Watcher. This person should not be reading,
texting, using a smartphone or be otherwise
distracted. In addition to pools and spas, this
warning includes bathtubs, buckets, decorative
ponds, and fountains.

* If you own a pool or spa, be sure to install
layers of protection, including a four-sided
fence with a self-closing, self-latching gate.

* Learn how to perform CPR on children and
adults. Many communities offer online CPR
training.

* Learn how to swim and teach your child how
to swim.

+ Keep children away from pool drains, pipes
and other openings to avoid entrapments.

* Ensure any pool and spa you use has drain
covers that comply with federal safety
standards and if you do not know, ask your
pool service provider about safer drain covers.

Families can visit poolsafely.gov for additional
water safety tips to prepare for a summer that is
safer and more fun.
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Marketing
Toolbox

Renna Media offers a full
range of marketing services,
in print and online, hyper-
local to regional, for every
budget and market size.

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS

We mail 160,000 newspapers
to every home and business in
24 towns.You can advertise
in any number of towns.
Ads start at $60.

FULL GOLOR PRINTING

We print flyers and menus,
full color, two sided,
on coated stock for only
$45 per thousand.

DIREGT MAIL

Insert your flyer into the
newspapers and get it mailed
to every home and business for
$60 per thousand and as low as
$30 per thousand for higher
quantities.

ONLINE MARKETING

Online ads and press releases
designed and placed to drive
traffic to your website and get
your phone ringing.

SOCIAL MEDIA

We can design and/or manage
your social media campaign
from passive to aggressive plans
customized to work within
your budget.

WEBSITE AND
SEO SERVIGES

Start with an audit/analysis

of your website giving you a

report and recommendations
for $250.

It is highly recommended to
have a marketing plan and
budget before spending.

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A
FREE GONSULTATION.
908-447-1295

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY!

Tina Renna 908-418-5586 * tinarenna@rennamedia.com
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 + joerenna@rennamedia.com
202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Online at RennaMedia.com
and NJLocalinfo.com

Gall today for FREE consult on
marketing and business plans.

MEDIA
.COM

Berkeley
Heights

COMMUNITY MEWS

Monthly JMONTHLY.

Advertise

in

1 or all

24 towns
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BUSINESSES SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED

Union Township Chamber of Commerce

Donors to the Greater Union Township
Chamber of Commerce Scholarship Fund
gathered recently to meet the two Union High
School graduates who received scholarships for
2024.

Named the “Union Township Chamber of
Commerce Businesses Scholarship,” the award
was created to allow all Chamber member
businesses to collectively contribute to the fund
and thereby allow for bigger awards. This year,
two scholarships of $3,000 each were presented
to Deep Patel and Gurkirat Singh, both will be
attending Rutgers Newark.

The scholarship is dedicated to the memory of
Anthony Giordano, a longtime Chamber member
who served on its Board of Directors for more
than a decade. Affectionately known as “Uncle

Tony” by his friends and colleagues, he was a
major force in the Chamber in the 1980’s and
1990’s and chaired the organization’s Golf
Outing for many years.

“We are so very grateful to the many Chamber
businesses who stepped up and contributed to this
year’s fund, which promotes our future business
leaders,” said James Masterson, Chamber CEO.
“Our Chamber is an important and active part of
the community —and this is one way in which we
demonstrate our commitment to the Township of
Union. I encourage our community to show their
gratitude by patronizing these businesses.”

Information concerning the Scholarship and
how to contribute to the fund may be had by
calling the Chamber at 908-688-2777

or emailing Masterson at

executivedrector@unionchamber.com.

(above) Union High School scholarship recipients Deep Patel and Gurkirat Singh (Center) join
with some of the donors to the Greater Union Chamber's Annual Scholarships.

PAYLESS ROOFING

Roofing & Repairs * Metal Roofing
Window Replacements ¢ Vinyl Siding
Emergency Repairs
Many References 22 Years

Call 908-486-0866
or 973-906-8404

Lic # 13VH00418100

Courtesy photo

DEMOLITION & CLEANUP

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR DEMOLITION
Specializing in Kitchens and Bathrooms
HOUSE & YARD CLEANUP AND CLEANOUT
Specializing in Attics, Basements and Garages

_Container Rentals: 10 - 15 cubic yards
Dance Demolition & Cleanup License: 13VH01843500

A 908.759-1463

DanceDemolitionAndCleanupNJ.com
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‘Reading Wise
' Tutoring Academy

Accelerated Learning that prepares students
for the next grade level of reading.
90 minutes sessions 5 days a week focusing on key reading skills:
¢ Decoding Fluency ¢ Vocabulary e Comprehension
Beginning: July 8th,2024 through August 17, 2024

Recommend for Struggling readers, English Language Learners,
and Accelerated learners Kindergarten through Sixth Grade

Certified Licensed Teacher: Call (848) 350-9887
email: patricia@readingwisetutoringacademy.com

Trusted Quality, Service & Value
Your One-Stop Service Center
for All Your AutoCare Needs!
 Free “Peace of Mind” Inspection
* Free Towing with Major Repairs

o Nationwide Warranty

o Expert Transmission
and Auto Repair

* Foreign and Domestic
e Cars, Vans, SUVs, Trucks, RVs
» Automatic and Standard

LEE

RITIC AR - DRI T E

Since 1947...
The Most Trusted Name in
Transmission and AutoCare®
Family Owned & Operated
Serving Union Since 1964
1415 Stuyvesant Ave, Union, NJ

908-687-0300

Our Goal: Customers for Life
Financing Available

www.UnionLeeMyles.com  Transmissions

¢ Video Tape Transfers ® DVD & FlashDuplication
¢ High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning

& VIDEO DATA SERVICES® o

www.vdsnj.com
facebook.com/vdsnj
email: ira@vdsnj.com
908-964-4004
406 Chestnut St.  Union, NJ 07083

CHESS IN MILLBURN

s In-parsgn and Online Chess Lessans

« Bated Chess Tournamenis

« Sgarch us on YouTube: Chess Party

« Summéer Camp and Clagses Registrations Open!
= Wisih our webgite lor detasls and plecoment et
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B ;- inmiiibuengigmalicsm

. -chaminmiiibsrcos CHESS IN MILLEURN

. .
CHEYY ACADI MY

MIND YOUR OWN %
Lﬁﬂaﬁ BUSINESS_ =

aY
| lHostl | W %
' = TUOE RENNA

RN
{

YOUTUBE PODCAST

——




Spénit of UNION -« Page 12 « July 2024

¢ RE/MAX REALTRENDS
SELECT — s —

CONGRATULATIONS!

TOP I"'IOVER lH NEW JERSEY
TRANSACTION SIDES 2023*

#2

#

#16

TOP HmrEH NATIONALLY TRANSACTION SIDES 5 YEAR MOVERS
TRANSACTION SIDES 2023 NEW JERSEY 2023* TRANSACTION SIDES
NATIONALLY 2019-23
Top 100 Company Nationally Real Trends
Transactions Closed 2023 Billionaire’s Club

LEARN MORE ABOUT HOW OUR SUCCESS CAN SELL YOUR HOME FOR MORE!

M RE/MAX CLAIMS THE CROWN
THOUSAND FOR HAVING THE #1 MOST
L PRODUCTIVE AGENTS

according to RealTrends “The Thousands ™

RE/MAX SELECT

0:908-233-9292
137-143 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

“Among Al NJ Based Brokerages
AN Ranfongs Based on 2023 Closed' Transachions




