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MAILED FREE TO EVERY HOME  
AND BUSINESS IN SCOTCH PLAINS
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Mary DePaola 
Broker Associate 

Personal, 
Professional, Proven 

Coldwell Banker Realty 
209 Central Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090 

Cell: 908-963-8673 (Best #) 
Office: 908-233-5555 

Mary.depaola@cbrealty.com

CONGRATULATIONS 
GRADUATES! 

When you’re ready  
to graduate to 

your new home- 
Make Your Move 

with Mary! TM

COMMUNITY CELEBRATES MARY WROBLEWSKI 100TH B-DAY
Borough of Fanwood 

Fanwood Police, Fire and Rescue did 
a drive-by celebration for Mary 
Wroblewski who turned 100-years-old 
on May 12th. 

Mary is the mother of Bernadette 
Hoyer of Fanwood, a long-time member 
of the Fanwood Rescue Squad, as was 
Bernadette’s late husband, Bob Hoyer. 
Mrs. Wroblewski resides in Scotch 
Plains, and enjoys reading, gardening, 
bird watching, and online shopping. 

Mary Wroblewski was born in 
Newark to parents who were immigrants 
to the United States from Russia 
(father), and Austria (mother). She left 
high school to support her family and 
later earned her GED and working her 
way through beauty school. She was 
both a hairdresser and clerical worker in 
her life, retiring from PSE&G in 1989.

(above) Mary Wroblewski and her family with Fanwood Police, Fire and Rescue Squad members.
Courtesy photo

Deputy Mayor Ellen Zimmerman and Councilwoman Elizabeth Stamler delivered 
a proclamation to celebrate Mary Wroblewski's 100th birthday. Her daughter, 
Bernadette Hoyer, and granddaughter, Christine Hoyer, also joined in marking 

the big day for one of Scotch Plains' beloved centenarians.
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SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone 
you know accomplish something amazing? 
We are interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your 
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

 
ADVERTISING 

Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ Scotch Plains Monthly

ARE YOU READY TO BEAT THE HEAT? 
DON’T WAIT UNTIL IT’S TOO HOT.

Is your A/C system over 10 years old? Did your AC struggle last season?  
Consider a more efficient replacement. Avoid last minute emergencies. 
LET WOOLLEY PROVIDE YOU WITH A FREE NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE. 

CALL TODAY FOR ALL  
YOUR AIR CONDITIONING,  

HEATING, AND FUEL NEEDS 

908-760-0583 
woolleyfuel.com

Score big savings on heating 
and cooling costs for years 
to come by replacing your 
old, outdated equipment. 

Get $600 OFF 
New Heating 
& A/C System 
Plus a FREE Aprilaire Filter: 

Valued up to $1,000! 
Expires: 6/30/2024. May Not Be Combined With Other Offers.

We are a family-owned company celebrating  
100 years of honest, high quality service. We are  
a full-service installation, maintenance and repair  
company. Need an AC start up or heating tune up?  
We provide that too, along with Woolley Service plans.

N. Woolley Master HVACR contractor Lic. # 1261

WOOLLEY’S PROUD PARTNERS

FIRST RESPONDERS JERRY HANDSMAN 
AND JOE FLAMMIA HONORED 

Township of Scotch Plains

Township leaders, the Knights of Columbus, 
and the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad recently 
honored Jerry Handsman, a 33-year member.  
Jerry, second from left, was saluted for his 
volunteer work providing emergency response 
every Wednesday night for the last 30 years. He 

is known for always being the first to volunteer 
and for being an ongoing resource for other squad 
members.  Firefighter Joe Flammia was also 
recognized for his 32 years of fire service and 
going above and beyond with additional jobs 
around the firehouse.

Courtesy photo
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Bring Your Own Book 
Monday, June 3 at 10am 

an informal discussion of what participants 
have recently read and enjoyed. 

Registration is required. 
Library Only Open for Primary Election 

Tuesday, June 4 
closed for library business 

Balance Awareness with Yasmin Ofek 
Fridays at 10am 

a gentle but effective approach to moving 
confidently throughout the lifespan. 

Registration is required for this virtual class. 
Hypertension Clinic 

Friday, June 7, 10am to Noon 
in the Adult Room with a public health nurse 

from Union County. Walk-ins welcome. 
Friends of the Library Book Sale 

Thursday, June 13, 5-8pm 
(Friends members only) 

Friends of the Library Book Sale 
Friday, June 14, 10am-4pm 

(Open to the public) 
Friends of the Library Book Sale 
Saturday, June 15, 10am-4pm 

(Bag Sale 2-4pm) 
Introduction to Crochet 

Monday, June 17 at 10am 

BOOK COLLECTION 
& SALE

The Friends of the Scotch Plains Public 
Library is thrilled to announce its highly 
anticipated book sale, a first since 2019, set to 
take place from June 13th to June 15th, 2024. 
This event is a beloved tradition within the 
community, offering a wide selection of books at 
unbeatable prices. 

 
EVENT DETAILS:  

BOOK COLLECTION: JUNE 3RD – 8TH 
• June 3rd: 9:30am - 1pm;  
• June 5th: 6:30-8:30pm; June 6th 4-7pm 
• June 8th: 10am-12pm & 1-3pm 
 

SALE DATES: JUNE 13TH - 15TH 
• June 13: 5-8pm Scotch Plains and Fanwood  

Friends of the Library members  
• June 14: 10-4pm;  
• June 15: 10-4pm; Bag sale 2-4pm 
 

The Friends of the Scotch Plains Public 
Library invites book enthusiasts to participate in 
the book collection phase from June 3rd to June 
8th. Donations will be accepted with volunteers 
stationed in the library basement to receive 
contributions. It's important to note that while the 
Friends appreciate all donations, they are unable 
to accept CDs, DVDs, cassettes, textbooks, 
magazines, out-of-date books, or items in poor 
condition. 

"We are excited to once again host our annual 
book sale, bringing together book lovers from all 
walks of life," said Christine Szeluga, Vice 
President of the Friends of the Scotch Plains 
Public Library. "This event not only provides 
affordable reading materials but also supports the 
programs and initiatives such as the summer 
reading and museum pass programs, for our 
beloved library." 

For more information about the book sale, to 
inquire about donations or to volunteer to help, 
please email: spplfriends1@gmail.com

LIBRARY ADULT PROGRAMS
1927 Bartle Ave, Scotch Plains • 908-322-5007 • www.scotlib.org 

Wednesday, June 19 - Library Closed

registration is required. 
Night Sky with 

Morris Museum Astronomical Society 
Monday, June 17 at 8:30pm 
Drawing with Sandra Cerchio 
Tuesday, June 18 at 10am 

registration is required. 
Afternoon Book Club 

Tuesday, June 18 at 1pm  
will discuss Women Talking by Miriam Toews. 

Gallery Exhibit 
Thursday, June 20-Friday, June 28 

featuring Sandra Cerchio’s young students 
Board of Trustees meeting 
Thursday, June 20 at 7pm 

Evening Book Club 
Thursday, June 20 at 7pm 

will discuss The Housekeeper and the Professor 
by Yoko Ogawa. 

Ellen LaFurn concert 
Saturday, June 22 at 2pm 

featuring 20th Century female songwriters. 
Photography Basics for Adults 

with Danielle Stio 
Monday, June 24 at 7pm 

Wednesday movie 
Wednesday, June 26 at 12pm 
in our downstairs meeting room

GARWOOD ROCKS ANNUAL FESTIVAL – JUNE 2
On Sunday, June 2nd from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., 

Garwood celebrates its 10th Anniversary of its 
‘Garwood Rocks’ Festival, sponsored by 
Vermella at Garwood Station. The evet is 
organized by the Greater Westfield Area 
Chamber of Commerce [GWACC] and draws 
over 5,000 people from all surrounding counties 
and towns in New Jersey. Admission to the 
festival is free of charge. 

“With the 10th Anniversary of Garwood Rocks 
this year, we have been planning an even more 
special event than in years’ past – especially with 
our continued partnership with Vermella at 
Garwood Station” said Lew Kimble, Executive 

Director of the GWACC. “All residents from 
Garwood and the surrounding towns will be able 
to experience what the whole community has to 
offer – and after 10 years – it demonstrates our 
commitment to the region and the success of the 
event.” 
ACTIVITIES INCLUDE: 

Center Street will be opened at 11 a.m. with 
food vendors and trucks lined up along the street, 
offering everything from classic carnival fare and 
much more.  

The main stage at Center and Willow will 
feature performances from a variety of musical 
acts from local bands to bigger and more well-
known artists including 4 Flight Rock, Marie & 
the Blue Rats and Mirrors on the Moon. 

The Beer and Wine Garden, sponsored by the 
Crossroads, will provide adult beverages 
throughout the event. 

Families with young children will be drawn to 
the kid's area at the Westfield Y location, between 
Locust Avenue and Beech, where there will be 
inflatable bounce houses and a carnival ride. 

Classic car show which is expected to draw 
over 150 cars. Merchandise and artist vendors of 
all kinds will also be displaying their wares for 
purchase. Several non-profit organizations will 
also be on display. 

For more information about Vermella at 
Garwood Station’s residential rentals, visit 
www.vermellanj.com. 

For more information about the Garwood 
Rocks event, contact Carol 
carol@uniquecruiseandtravel.com at 
908-233-3021 or Donna Vella at 
donnavellastreetfairs@yahoo.com.

908-952-0277 
meaningfultouchhomecare.com 
141 South Ave, Suite 2, Fanwood, NJ 07023

• Personal Care 
• 24 Hour Care 
• Companion Care 
• Respite Care 
• Memory Care 
• Live-In Care 
• Private Duty 

Nursing

CAREGIVERS 
are trained 

and supervised 
by registered 

nurses

LICENSED, INSURED & BONDED 
   License No. HPO362500

Meaningful Touch 

       Home Care
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Attention Parents of Kids Ages 6-18 
SUMMER ATHLETE PERFORMANCE CAMP 

IN BERKELEY HEIGHTS 
We'll have your kid stronger, faster,  

and more confident...guaranteed. 
Limited Availability Left

Here’s what parents can expect to happen:  
• They will get stronger which means when they show up to their sport they’ll be able to perform better than ever. 
• They will run faster and jump higher so they can show up to their next season and people will start asking  

what the heck have they been doing. 
• They’ll become more coordinated and improve agility which means they’ll pick up new skills their coaches teach them faster.  
• Your children will start to eat better because we’ll be educating them daily on what’s good and what they should avoid 

…don’t be surprised if they start asking you to buy more vegetables. 
• Confidence will skyrocket. When kids get stronger, faster and more fit…their confidence will rise…so will their self-esteem  

which means their performance in every aspect of life will get better.  
• Their mindset will improve. We’re going equip your child with very specific mindset skills that’ll help them learn  

how to transform how they think about mistakes and failures. 

STEP 1 STEP 2 STEP 3
Scan This QR Code Enter Your Info When You Get To This Page Coach Mike will call you and set you up

GET MORE INFORMATION (STARTS JUNE 17TH)

Warning: Our summer season begins June 17th and we tend to sell out early.  Please respond promptly so we can give you  
the best chance to grab a spot.  Scan the QR code and enter your information to see if there are any spots left in your age group.

HAPPY PARENTS TALKING ABOUT THE PHYSICAL  
AND MENTAL TRANSFORMATION OF THEIR KIDS...  

• “My son learned a ton and was highly motivated, he wanted to go, I never had to push him. Honestly,  
GRIT helped me accomplish precisely what I wanted to do; build confidence and a great mindset as a  
foundation for a lifetime of healthier living for my son.” 

- Morgan GRIT Athlete Parent 
• “My son has been talking about it since the summer program ended.  After he attended the summer program we 

have seen a tremendous improvement with Mason in sports.  He is much more aggressive and focused now.” 
- Robert, GRIT Athlete Parent 

• “My son is more disciplined and confident in himself” 
- Steve Hughes, Grit Athlete Parent 

• “I have watched my children become more confident and vocal.”  
- Christine Stramandinoli, Grit Athlete Parent 

• “His confidence has shot up in the last few months...and has carried forward to the  
way he approaches other activities like sports and schoolwork. My son is now  
making his bed daily and exercising every day.” 

 - Catherine Solfaro, Grit Athlete Parent 
• “We saw a noticeable difference in his throwing - he could throw it further and faster!   

The training definitely paid off!” 
- Dara, GRIT Athlete Parent
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INITIATIVE ADVANCES ADOLESCENT MENTAL HEALTH INTO SECOND YEAR
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public Schools is 

proud to announce the outstanding success of its 
teen Mental Health First Aid (tMHFA) 
certification program. This year, 329 high school 
students completed the program, marking a 
significant milestone as the initiative enters its 
second year. This remarkable achievement 
highlights the district's dedication to prioritizing 
the mental well-being of its students.   

Recognizing the concerning increase in mental 
health challenges among adolescents across the 
nation, SPF initiated the program last year with 
funding from the Mental Health Association of 
New Jersey and the Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration (SAMHSA).  

The district offers the course to its 11th-grade 
students as an integral component of their health 
curriculum. This course is designed to provide 
students with the necessary tools to recognize, 
comprehend, and respond to indicators of mental 
health and substance use issues among their 
peers. The tMHFA certification program, initially 
developed in Australia and adapted for the United 
States by the National Council for Mental 
Wellbeing and Born This Way Foundation, aligns 
with New Jersey's comprehensive health 
standards, incorporating mental and emotional 
health components into the district’s curriculum.   

“Our commitment to promoting mental 
wellness extends beyond the classroom,” said 
Kristine Iarussi, Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public 
Schools’ Director of Counseling, Health and 
Wellness. “With over half of our high school 
students trained in tMHFA, we’ve empowered 
our student community to act proactively to 
recognize and address mental health concerns.”  

Participation in the certification program is a 
school-wide effort with health teachers 
undergoing  training sessions conducted by the 
National Council for Mental Wellbeing. This 
comprehensive approach ensures that educators 
are well-prepared to effectively guide students 

through the curriculum.   
As students navigate the complexities of 

modern life, including academic pressures, social 
dynamics, and familial expectations, initiatives 
like tMHFA can play a pivotal part in supplying 
them with the skills to promote resilience and 
well-being. Student testimonials underscore the 
program's impact on fostering a supportive 
environment where individuals feel encouraged 
to address mental health challenges. Ellie 
Szopinski, 16, emphasized the importance of 
approaching mental health discussions with 
empathy and understanding.   

“The course allowed us to approach people 
from a neutral standpoint where we can help even 
if we're not close to them,” she shared.  

“The most notable thing was learning to 
recognize the behaviors themselves and how to 

(above, l-r) Ant Butters and Cooper Tamase 
hold up their teen Mental Health First Aid 
(tMHFA) certificates. The Scotch Plains-

Fanwood High School students were among the 
more than 300 Raiders who participated in the 
national program designed to provide students 

with the necessary tools to recognize, 
comprehend and respond to indicators of 

mental health and substance use issues among 
their peers. 

Courtesy photo

identify these crises and stop them before they 
become life-threatening,” Ant Butters, 16, 
added.  

Saman Zeb, 17, highlighted the significance 
of destigmatizing mental health issues and 
promoting open dialogue.   

“Mental health is often overlooked,” Zeb said. 
“It's nice to have a course that allows you to take 
a deep breath and realize that your mental health 
and the mental health of others is really 
important.”   

Students also said the class encourages self-
preservation.   

“I feel like it's just as important for people to 
educate themselves not only to help others but 
also to help themselves,” Cooper Tamase, 16, 
said, adding that mental health has been a focus 
of his for years.
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Experience the high life with best-in-class,  
locally-sourced and carefully curated cannabis products. 

2077 US-1, Rahway, NJ 

TOPICALS VAPESTINCTURESFLOWER PRE-ROLLS CONCENTRATES EDIBLES

Stalk us on            Facebook and          Instagram

NEW CUSTOMER DISCOUNT 

20% OFF 
With this coupon. Expiration Date 6/30/24

PLANTABIS.COM
732.481.0002

DOWNLOAD  
APP  
AND GET  
REWARDED!

DRIVE-THRU 

AVAILABLE!
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Mom and Pap’s 
Home Care

Private affordable in-home care with dignity

DO YOU OR A LOVED ONE NEED ONE-ON-ONE CAREGIVERS HELP? 
If you are struggling at home with daily  
routines let Mom and Pap’s Home Care  
Service provide you with the help you need.

Call us today for a free quote! 
at 201-567-3181 or 732-895-8696 
All caregivers are certified, licensed, insured and bonded  
(Fully screened with references and background checks.)

We are locally owned and operated. Providing quality 
and supervised caregiver service at an affordable rate. 

LIONS CLUB EXPO STARTS JUNE 12 & ENDS WITH FIREWORKS ON JUN 15
June, at the Warren Township municipal field (46 
Mountain Boulevard). The gathering is a classic 
carnival for all ages, family and friends, 6-10 
p.m. from Wednesday to Saturday. This year’s 
EXPO, in its 56th occurrence, will be hosted 
from June 12-15th, 2024. There will be 
amusement rides, games of chance, fireworks, 
food vendors, and an exposition of local 
businesses, and non-profit organizations. 

Our Event sponsor is NextHome Premier. The 
Corporate sponsors are Lightbridge Academy, 
The Orchard Academy and Temple Har Shalom. 
We will also have a spectacular fireworks show, 
which concludes the EXPO on Saturday at 10 
p.m. 

The Lions EXPO attracts more than 10,000 
people over the four days and has become the 
premier family & friends’ melting pot, in the 
Warren Township and the neighboring 
communities. 

In addition to the daily tickets, the EXPO has 
the pay-one-price wristbands every night. And 
don’t forget the Giant 50/50 cash raffle with the 
drawing on Saturday June 15th, resulting in 
thousands of dollars payout to a single winner. 
The winner need not be present at the drawing. 
Tickets will be available for purchase at the Expo, 
every night, for $5 each. 
LOCAL BUSINESS EXPOSITION  

The EXPO is an excellent platform for local 
businesses to showcase their services and connect 
directly with customers through the purchase of 
a $500 Exclusive Game sponsor sign or a $150 
non-exclusive ride sponsor sign, displayed at the 
Expo for the 4 days. 

“Interacting with potential customers at a high 
profile community event can greatly boost a 
company’s image and customer base,” noted 
Anthony Franchini, the Warren Lions Club 
Treasurer. “Community members deeply 
appreciate those businesses that demonstrate their 
local support through events like this.” 

We are still accepting applications for tent 
vendors to sell or promote their businesses to the 
thousands of people in attendance at the 
gathering.  For information on becoming a tent 

vendor at the 2024 Warren Lions EXPO, please 
contact Anthony Franchini at 908-334-9304. 

All proceed from the Lions EXPO are donated 
back to the community organizations and sight 
and hearing foundations throughout New Jersey. 
ABOUT THE LIONS CLUB OF WARREN TOWNSHIP 

When caring people come together, roll up 
their sleeves and take actions to make their 
community better, it’s a beautiful thing and an 
incredible feeling for everyone involved. That’s 
Lions. Being a Lion is about leading by example, 
building relationships and improving the world 
through kindness. 

Lions Clubs International is made up of 1.4 
million members in 49,000 clubs who bring 
hands and hearts to the communities we serve in 
nearly every country on earth. Our Lions and 
Leos help hundreds of millions of people every 
year. 

Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) 
provides grants that empower the service of our 
members. Since its inception in 1968, LCIF has 
awarded more than US$1.2 billion in grant 
funding. 

The Warren Lions Club currently has more 
than 100 active members from the Township as 
well as surrounding communities. Members 
include business and professional leaders who 
provide humanitarian services, encourage high 
ethical standards in all vocations, and help build 
goodwill and bonding in the communities. 

All funds raised by the Lions Club of Warren 
Township are used to support a wide variety of 
community service organizations and projects. 
The Club holds dinner meetings every second 
and fourth Wednesdays of the month from 
September through June and occasionally feature 
speakers, donation recipients and special guests 
that inform and entertain. The Club encourages 
all members to help set the direction of our Club, 
participate in leadership roles, and identify causes 
to support and the Club’s priorities, while 
fostering camaraderie and advancing our mission. 

To learn more, please visit Warren Lions Club 
website warrenlionsclub.org,  and social media 
page  facebook.com/warrenlionsclub.org.

As the spring flowers bloom all across the 
beautiful Township of Warren, and we get excited 
about the much awaited warmer days, the Warren 
Lions Club announces the fast approaching 
EXPO 2024. It is the single biggest social and 
commercial event, held every year around mid-
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Call us  
      to get the 

     Scoop 
            on the 
         Real Estate   

Market.
137 Elmer Street 
Westfield, NJ 07090 
Office: 908-233-9292

Janice Van Der Veken 
Realtor-Associate 
RE/MAX Select 
Cell: 908-577-0824 
JaniceVanDerVekenRealtor@gmail.com

Mary Rittenhouse 
Realtor-Associate 
RE/MAX Select 
Cell: 908-477-4486 
Mary.Ritt@hotmail.com

Select

HOME STAGING SERVICES

Each office is independently  
owned and operated. If your home  
is listed with another broker, this  
is not intended as a solicitation.

Interest Rates are not 
affecting the buyer demand! 

Sellers are still 
receiving multiple offers  

NOW more than ever 
is the perfect time 

to CASH IN on your equity!
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CATHERINE M. DEAPPOLONIO JOINS NJ SHARING NETWORK
NJ Sharing Network, the federally designated 

non-profit organization focused on saving and 
enhancing lives through the recovery of donated 
organs and tissue in the Garden State, has 
appointed Scotch Plains resident Catherine M. 
DeAppolonio as General Counsel and 
Government Affairs. DeAppolonio oversees 
crucial elements of the organization’s legal 
operations, including the identification, 
evaluation, and treatment of risk within the 
organization. She also directs reviews of policies 

and procedures and educates team members on 
NJ Sharing Network corporate compliance 
processes. 

“I am grateful for the opportunity to be a part 
of NJ Sharing Network’s esteemed leadership 
team to advance our lifesaving mission. Every 
day brings fresh opportunities to contribute to the 
powerful impact organ and tissue donation and 
transplantation has on the lives of donor families, 
recipients, and our entire community,” said 
DeAppolonio, who residents in Scotch Plains 
with her husband, Christian Solis, and their son, 
Michael. 

DeAppolonio earned a Juris Doctorate from 
Albany Law School of Union University and was 
admitted to the practice of law in New Jersey in 
2005 and New York in 2006. For more than 16 
years, she served in private practice concentrating 
in the areas of civil litigation, employment 
defense, public entity defense, and law 
enforcement defense. DeAppolonio has appeared 
in state and federal courts handling cases from 
the pre-lawsuit phase, to depositions, discovery, 
motions, mediation and through jury trial and 
appeal. She was appointed by the New Jersey 
Supreme Court to the District XII Ethics 
Committee, 2013-2021, and named to the New 
Jersey Super Lawyers Rising Stars lists, 2018-
2020. 

DeAppolonio’s role at NJ Sharing Network 
focuses her legal talents on a cause she is 
passionate about. Catherine has supported organ (above) Catherine M. DeAppolonio

Courtesy photo

and tissue donation since her best friend and 
college roommate at the University of New 
Hampshire suddenly passed away at the age of 
20 and saved the lives of others as an organ 
donor. 

“Our NJ Sharing Network team members 
admire Catherine for her dedication and proven 
leadership in spearheading best practices for our 
organization,” said Carolyn M. Welsh, President 
and CEO, NJ Sharing Network. “Her expertise 
and critical thinking skills will help ensure NJ 
Sharing Network’s continued growth as one of 
the top performing Organ Procurement 
Organizations (OPO) in the nation.” 

NJ Sharing Network, headquartered in New 
Providence, NJ, partners with an extensive 
network of 54 local hospitals to provide hope for 
the nearly 4,000 New Jersey residents currently 
waiting for a lifesaving organ transplant, and it 
is part of the national recovery system for the 
over 100,000 people on the national transplant 
waiting list. For five consecutive years, NJ 
Sharing Network has reported organ donation 
records, and 3.8 million New Jerseyans are 
registered as organ and tissue donors, according 
to the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission 
(NJMVC). NJ Sharing Network has also been 
recognized by NJBIZ for six consecutive years 
as one of the state’s ‘Best Places to Work.’ To 
learn more, get involved, and join the National 
Donate Life Registry as an organ and tissue 
donor, visit www.NJSharingNetwork.org.
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U.S. ARMY PRIVATE 
HENRY L. SIEDENTOP, JR. REMEMBERED

Township of Scotch Plains 
Scotch Plains launched its Veterans Advisory 

Board in May 2022, a key goal was to ensure 
every local veteran who lost their life in combat 
or is missing in action would receive special 
recognition. 

Another “Gold Star” family and fallen hero 
was honored on Monday, May 27 during the 
township’s annual Memorial Day ceremony to 
remember U.S. Army Private Henry L. 
Siedentop, Jr., killed in action during World War 
II. 

A street sign “topper” was placed where the 
fallen hero had lived in Scotch Plains, at the 
intersections of Newark Avenue and Maple Hill 
Road & Newark Avenue and Hetfield Avenue. 
Pvt. Siedentop, born on July 13, 1925, lived at 
2067 Newark Ave. 

Pvt. Siedentop entered military service on 
November 20, 1943, and deployed overseas in 
July 1944 as part of the 737th Tank Battalion. A 

Purple Heart recipient, he was tragically killed in 
action in France on November 17, 1944, at only 
19 years of age. He is buried at the Lorraine 
American Cemetery in Lorraine, France. 

The ceremony included participation from 
Scotch Plains’ elected officials and other 
dignitaries, local veterans, and their families. The 
American Legion Post 209, coordinated all 
aspects of the ceremony, providing an honor 
guard and rifle salute in tribute. Mayor Josh 
Losardo and the Township Council issued a 
proclamation, honoring Pvt. Siedentop for his 
ultimate sacrifice. 

Initiated during World War I, the title “Gold 
Star” distinguishes a family member who lost a 
loved one in military service. Today, immediate 
family members (parent, sibling, spouse, or child) 
receive a Gold Star from the U.S. Department of 
Defense to honor those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice.

Scotch Plains Fanwood UNICO would like to 
welcome its newest member, Lydia Boczon, to 
the chapter.  

UNICO is the largest Italian-American service 
organization in the USA, and the Scotch Plains 
Fanwood chapter recently celebrated its 50th 
year. To learn more about becoming a UNICO 
member or obtain additional information on 
UNICO events, please visit their official website 
at unicospf.org or email them at 
spfunico@gmail.com.

(above, l-r) SPF UNICO First Vice President, 
Daniela Sellinger swearing in Lydia at a recent 

chapter meeting.

UNICO WELCOMES  
LYDIA BOCZON

Photo by Christine Hoyer

SP-F HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME 
INDUCTIONS CORRECTION

Congratulations to Michael Richard Jackson, 
Scotch Plains- Fanwood High School class of 
1965, pioneering medical innovator, for being 
one of the inductees into the SPFHS Hall of 
Fame.  As one of the authors of a press release on 
behalf of the SPFHS Alumni Association, I 
apologize for incorrectly listing his name as 

"Michael Richard" in the May, 2024 issue of this 
publication.  More information about Michael 
Richard Jackson, as well as the other alumni 
inductees, can be found on the SPFHS Alumni 
Association's website: spfk12.org/alumni  

-Michael Loberfeld, a member of the SPFHS 
Alumni Association
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528 N. Michigan Ave. Kenilworth, NJ • 908-688-8333 
Hours: Monday - Saturday: 7:30 am - 5:00 pm • Sunday: Closed 

We accommodate the trade as well as the do-it-yourselfers! We are always ready to assist.
SOIL 

Compost.....................................$30 
Jersey Brown.............................$40 

MULCH 
Black Dyed................................$33 
Brown Dyed..............................$33 
Red Dyed...................................$35 
Hardwood .................................$24 
Playground................................$35 

QUARRY BASE MATERIALS 
Mason Sand ..............................$60 
3⁄4 Clean Stone...........................$58 
Stone Dust.................................$39 
QP ...............................................$48 

DECORATIVE STONE 
3⁄8 Riverbed / Pea Gravel.........$73 

1 Riverbed .................................$88 
11/2-3 Riverbed ..........................$98 
3⁄8 Red Stone ..............................$80 
3⁄4 Red Stone ..............................$80 
3⁄4 Goose Egg ...........................$105 
2-4 Goose Egg .........................$135 
3⁄4 Arctic White........................$135 

Prices subject to change without notice.

HARDSCAPE 
• Cement 
• Cinder Block 
• Belgium Block  
• Curbing 
• Bluestone Treads 
• Diamond Blades 
• Limestone Treads 

TOOLS 
• Mason Tools  
• Landscape Tools 

DRAINAGE 
• Catch Basins 
• 3” & 4” Pipe 

LAWN & GARDEN 
• Grass Seed 
• Fertilizers 
• Peat Moss 
• Hay 
• Polymeric Sand 
• Paver Sealer 
• Paver Cleaner

ORDER ONLINE 
www.JerseyLandGarden.com

Prices 
per yard

FREE 
Same Day 
Delivery 
5-Yards or more. 

Union County 
only.

Largest Display 
of Cambridge Pavers 

in Union County

Largest Display 
of Cambridge Pavers 

in Union County

Waterfalls • Fireplaces  
• Fire Pits • Walls • Walkways  

• Patios • Curbs

Waterfalls • Fireplaces  
• Fire Pits • Walls • Walkways  

• Patios • Curbs
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908-251-9441 
Mrhandyman.com

On Time. Done right. 
Guaranteed.

10% OFF LABOR
On labor only, materials not included. Cannot  
be combined with other offers. Exp. 6/30/24.

2,500+ Positive Online Reviews 
Fully Insured 

License number: 13VH09897400

• Windows 

• Doors 

• Flooring 

• Drywall 

• Masonry 

• Aging In Place Certified 

• Interior and Exterior Carpentry 

• Friendly/Helpful Office Staff

REPAIR AND REMODEL SERVICES

URGENT NEED FOR VOLUNTEER ADVOCATES FOR FOSTER YOUTH 
Information sessions to be held in June in Clark and Elizabeth

That’s where Child Focus comes in. Specifically, 
its Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) 
program. 

Said Executive Director Erica Fischer-
Kaslander, “We are committed to recruiting, 
screening, and training advocates for every child 
in Union County who needs one, just as we’ve 
done in Passaic County. It is difficult to overstate 
the difference a CASA volunteer can make in the 
life of a child removed from home through no 
fault of their own, often due to abuse or neglect.” 
She added, “Children with volunteer advocates 
are more likely to have needed services ordered 
on their behalf, spend less time in the foster 
system, and experience significantly better 
outcomes than those who go without. Becoming 
a CASA volunteer requires a significant time 
commitment and training, but volunteers often 
find the work as life-changing for themselves as 
it is for the children they help.”  

CASA volunteers are trained on the ins and 
outs of advocating for child-victims and fully 
supported by CASA staff. No special 
background in child welfare is necessary; 
successful CASA volunteers are dedicated 
community members with varied life 
experiences who believe abuse and neglect are 
non-negotiable. CASA volunteers visit the 
children, make unbiased observations, interview 
others in the child’s life, and make 

recommendations to the judge. They often are 
the only consistent adult in the life of a child 
involved in the child welfare system, as 
caseworkers, professionals, and placements are 
ever-changing. A CASA volunteer provides 
continuity during a time of chaos and unknowns. 

The first step to training is to attend an 
information session. Choose from Thursday, 
June 6 at 5:30 p.m., and Thursday, June 27 at 
5:30 p.m., at the Clark Public Library, 303 
Westfield Avenue in Clark; Monday, June 10 at 
noon, at the Child Focus office at 1143 East 
Jersey Street, 2nd Floor, Elizabeth, NJ 07201; or 
Wednesday, June 5 at 5:30 p.m., Wednesday, 
June 12 at noon, or Monday, June 17 at 5:30 
p.m. at the Wayne Child Focus office, 415 
Hamburg Turnpike, Suite D2. Register now at 
casapassaicunion.org/info-session. 
ABOUT CHILD FOCUS: 

Child Focus prioritizes the needs and well-
being of infants, children and teens impacted by, 
or at risk of, abuse or neglect by amplifying their 
voices and working toward lasting, permanent 
solutions that address their unique situations and 
provide support needed to thrive. This critical 
work is accomplished through three distinct but 
complementary programs: CASA of Passaic and 
Union Counties, NJ Safe Babies Court Team, and 
the Open Door Store. For more information about 
Child Focus, log on to childfocusnj.org.

Five-year-old Jennifer is diagnosed with 
autism and almost completely nonverbal. Due to 
excessive violence in the family home, a 
concerned neighbor called for help and, after 
investigation, Jennifer was placed in foster care. 
The two phrases Jennifer can say graphically 
depict violence witnessed at home and confirm 
trauma she’s endured. Since entering care and 
being enrolled in school, it’s evident Jennifer has 
also experienced educational neglect. At age 
three, she was entitled to an Individualized 
Education Plan from the Department of 
Education to provide such intervention services 
as in-home speech and behavioral therapies, both 
helpful for future enrollment in a half-day 
educational program. Unfortunately, Jennifer’s 
parents neglected to utilize these services and she 
is now more than two years behind her peers.  

Jennifer is one of more than 500 children 
removed from home in Passaic and Union 
counties each year due to abuse and neglect. 
Currently, there is an urgent need for advocates 
to serve Union County children, as there are more 
than 250 children in the foster care system, with 
just 72 children being served. These children are 
separated from all they’ve ever known: parents, 
siblings, friends, teachers, and their belongings. 
For Jennifer, the road ahead is long, and she 
needs a caring, consistent adult in her corner to 
protect her best interests while in foster care. 
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ELKS ASSEMBLE 200 BACKPACKS FOR HOMELESS VETERANS
Elks members from across NJ recently 

gathered at the NJ Elks Veterans Annex in 
Stirling to assemble 200 backpacks which will 
be distributed to homeless veterans at Stand 
Down events in Newark, Atlantic City, and 
other locations throughout the state. These 
backpacks help to provide comfort to homeless 
veterans, offering them a sense of support and 
care during challenging times. 

The backpacks contain clothing, food, 
personal hygiene, and other care items, 
including many of the 4,000 pairs of socks 

and undergarments that were collected and 
donated to the Elks through the Middlesex 
Borough Police sock drive for New Jersey 
veterans.  

The NJ Elks Veterans Annex also serves as a 
warehouse for Welcome Home kits consisting 
of furniture and other household items that a 
formerly homeless veteran would need when 
moving into their new housing.  It is featured 
in the Youtube video "Givers of Hope". 

Elks pledge "So long as there are veterans, 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 

will never forget them." Every night, as many 
as 40,000 veterans sleep on the streets. In 
partnership with the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, the Elks National Veterans Service 
Commission has pledged to help end veteran 
homelessness and ensure that all veterans 
have the safe, stable homes they deserve. 

Please email njelksnvsc@gmail.com to 
learn more about what NJ State Elks are doing 
to help veterans and visit Elks.org for more 
information about the Elks, including how to 
become a member.

FANWOOD RECREATION
PARTY IN PARK, FREE SUMMER MOVIE SERIES 

Fanwood kicks off its summer season with its 
annual Party in the Park on Tuesday, June 25th, 
6 – 8:30 p.m. in La Grande Park! Join us for food, 
music, rides, contests and more! Immediately 
following the party, the first film in Fanwood's 
free 8-week summer movie series, tentatively 
scheduled to be Wonka, will be screened on La 
Grande Park's baseball field. The remaining 
family-friendly selections for the movie series are 
still being worked out at the time of this writing. 

Please check fanwoodrecreation.org for more 
details about the Party in the Park and updates on 
the movie series. 
REGISTRATION IS OPEN FOR REC PROGRAMS 

Registration is still open for these Fanwood 
Recreation summer programs for children: TGA 
Premier Junior Golf Camp, Applause Musical 
Theater Camp, CreateArt Workshops, Summer 
Park Program, Babysitting Certification, Junior 
First Responders Program, Junior Tennis 
Lessons, SAT Boot Camp, Summer Art 
Workshop: Monsters & Creatures & Creeps, 
STEM Python Coding Bootcamp, Daring 
Detectives Camp, Crazy Chem Works Camp, 
Secret Agent Lab, Rockin’ Rockets Camp, Jr. 
Reactors Camp, NASA: Academy of Future 
Space Explorers Camp, Hip Hop Experience 
Dance Camp, Fashion Design Camp: Caribbean 
Week, Parent & Me Soccer Squirts, Parent & Me 
Multi Sports Squirts, Soccer Squirts, Squirts 
Multi Sports, T-Ball Squirts, Senior T-Ball 
Squirts, Multi Sports Camp, Basketball Camp, 
Golf Camp, NFL Football Camp, Skateboarding 
Camp. Cross Country/Track & Field Camp, 
Middle School Book Club and Middle School 
Math Review. 

Registration is also open for Pickleball 
Lessons and Tennis Lessons for adults. 

For more info about these programs and to 
register, please go to fanwoodrecreation.org.

SLATE - TILE - ASPHALT SHINGLES 
SLATE ROOF WASHING 

908-389-0200 
FULLY INSURED      Lic. #13VH06601300      FREE ESTIMATES



Scotch Plains Monthly • Page 17  • June 2024   

KENZAROOFING 
  & CHIMNEY

908-627-9696

$400 OFF 
NEW STEPS

$300 OFF 
ANY ROOF  

REPAIR

$300 OFF 
ANY 
CHIMNEY 
REPAIR

FAMILY OWNED 
BUSINESS. 

#13VH11991300

$800 OFF 
ANY ROOF 

REPLACEMENT

$175 
GUTTER CLEANING 

$500 OFF
ANY CHIMNEY 

LINER

Before

Before After

After

ROOFINGCHIMNEYS

GUTTERS

PATIOS

SIDING

MASONRY STEPS FOUNDATIONS

24/7 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE

15% OFF 
SENIOR 

DISCOUNT

Why chose us? Guaranteed there is no GIMMICKS or price changes from beginning  
to finish! At Kenza Roofing&Chimney; LLC. we make dreams come true.  

With years of experience, in ROOFING, CHIMNEY & MASONRY, this phrase has  
become more than a catchy slogan. It's simply the way we do business. We offer quality,  
professionalism and competitive pricing for every job, regardless of project size.  
Customer satisfaction is our primary goal.  

Kenza Roofing&Chimney LLC. looks forward to making your dream a reality.  
Call us Today For Your FREE Estimate! 908 627-9696

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Expires 6/30/24.

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Expires 6/30/24.

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Expires 6/30/24.

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Expires 6/30/24.

Average house size. With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Expires 6/30/24.

With coupon. Cannot be  
combined with any other offer. 

Expires 6/30/24.
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JOAN SKUBISH RECEIVES 
GOOD SCOUT AWARD

Joan Skubis was presented the Good Scout 
Award from the Boy Scouts Of America – 
Patriot’s Council for her volunteer spirit and 
dedication to many organizations. Joan was 
recognized on May 2nd at a dinner reception at 
the Westwood in Garwood. Joan is Co-President 
of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains College Club; 
members were on hand to congratulate Joan and 
share in her achievement. 

Joan was introduced by Jean Naugle, Co-
President of the F-SP College Club and she said 
of Joan: “We are proud of Joan and grateful for 
her legacy with the College Club passed onto 
Joan by her mother who years ago was a member 
of College Club and chaired the Scholarship 
Committee.”

(above) Steve Goldberg, F-SP Rotary Club 
member and emcee of the awards dinner, 

congratulates Joan Skubish (center) along with 
Jean Naugle, co-President of the 

F-SP College Club. Courtesy photo

COLLEGE CLUB SPRING LUNCHEON
Submitted by Bernadette Hoyer 

The Spring Luncheon Fundraiser recently 
hosted by the College Club of Fanwood-Scotch 
Plains was the culmination of many months of 
planning and working together by the college 
club members to raise funds for the club’s 
scholarship fund. Since its founding in 1933, the 
college club remains committed to its mission of 
supporting young women through scholarships. 
Sincere thanks are extended to all members of the 
community who donated raffle items, purchased 
raffle tickets, silent auction tickets. Attended the 
event and made direct donations to the 
scholarship fund in lieu of attending. 

The annual spring event is a major fundraiser 
for the College Club and the “April in Paris” 
themed luncheon added $18, 860 to the club’s 
scholarship fund. The scholarship committee is 
looking forward to announcing the scholarship 
recipients for the 2024-2025 academic. The club 
will be able to award $31,000 in scholarships due 
to successful fundraising support. To date the 
College Club of F-SP has awarded approximately 
$780,000 in scholarships to local young women. 

The luncheon was held at the Westwood in 
Garwood and the attractive venue was enjoyed 
by all attendees along with the attentive wait staff 
the fine dining luncheon menu. 

The delightful musical entertainment provided 
by the Harmonics quartet added a high note to an 
enjoyable afternoon and a successful fundraiser.

(above) Gail Iozzi shows off the basket raffle 
prize that she won at the luncheon. She was 
one of the afternoon's happy winners that 

included silent auction winners, table prize 
winners, 50/50 monetary prize winners and the 

$500 Shop Rite gift card winner.
Courtesy Photo

• Blinds  
• Shades 
• Shutters 
• Drapery 
• Wallpaper 
• Reupholstery 
• Carpet 
• Stair Runners 
• Area Rugs

We Have Everything  
to Decorate Your Home 

FREE In-Home Consultation 
FREE Measurement and Installation 

844 South Avenue W. Westfield. N.J. 07090 

908-654-9555 
blindworksnj.com

ORANGE MATTRESS 
——- C U S T O M  B E D D I N G  ——-

A Family Business Since 1902.

• Matresses 
• Box Springs 
• Round Beds 
• Adjustable Beds 

Will beat any competitor price for same or similar product.

• Mattress Toppers 
• Pillows 
• Hybrid Mattresses 
• Custom Sheets

800-761-1100 
mycustombedding.com

CUSTOM MATTRESSES MADE TO ORDER! 
Any Size • Natural • Double Sided • Affordable Mattresses

Call Today  
or Visit Our  
Showroom 
in Clark, NJ. 
1049 Raritan Road

SHOP LOCAL
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COMPLETE SET OF STEPS 
Up to 6 Feet, 5 Steps / Brick, Limestone & Concrete 

    $3,750

Carbon Monoxide  
is invisible, 
odorless,  

and can kill you!

You Home Improvement Connection

ROOFING

CHIMNEYS

GUTTERS

SIDING

MASONRY

STEPS FOUNDATIONS

MURSELI PRO 
CONSTRUCTION
908-361-6372

• All Work Guaranteed 

• 24/7 Emergency Service 

• 15% Senior Discount 

• Major Credit Cards 

• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

$600 OFF 
NEW SIDING JOB 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 6/30/24.

$350 OFF 
ANY ROOF REPAIR 
of $1,000 or more 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 6/30/24.

$150 
GUTTERS CLEANING 
(any Average House) 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 6/30/24.

$350 OFF 
ANY CHIMNEY REPAIR 

of $1,000 or more 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 

offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 6/30/24.

$400 OFF 
ANY FOUNDATION JOB 

of $2,000 or more 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 

offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 6/30/24.

ROOFINGMASONRY GUTTERSCHIMNEY
• CLEANING 
• RE-LINE 
• REPAIRS 
• REBUILD 
• CAPPING

• CLEANING 
• INSTALLATION 
• SCREENING 
• REPAIRS 
• REPLACEMENTS

• RE-ROOF 
• NEW ROOF 
• ROOF REPAIRS 
• SHINGLES 
• FLAT ROOF

• DRIVEWAYS 
• STEPS 
• BRICK & BLOCK 
• SIDEWALKS 
• REPAIR

FOUNDATION
• NEW  

FUNDATIONS 
• REPAIRS 
• WATERPROOFING

With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires 6/30/24.

With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires 4/30/24.

BEFORE AFTER

Easy & 
Effective 
Cleaning Long Term Preservation

Special
CHIMNERY LINER 

$1,300Special

Family 
Owned & 

Operated For 
20 Years

WHY SHOULD I USE A CHIMNEY LINING 
SYSTEM?• Protect your house from heat 
transfer combustibles 
• Protect the masonry from the corrosive 

by products of combustion 
• Provide a correctly sized flue for 

optimum efficiency of appliance

Save $1,000 ON ROOF 
REPLACEMENT 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 6/30/24.
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FUR STORAGE 
La Marque 

Furs 
908.322.1414 

LaMarqueFurs.com 
1721 E 2nd Street 

Scotch Plains

Upscale Missy Boutique 
Casual - Cocktail - & Accessories 
908-285-0554      cachetnj.com 

112 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 
cachetboutique cachetwestfield

(above) Andrew Smith, Fanwood, was among cadets from the Class of 2027 
selected to lead the Corps.

Photo by U.S. Military Academy

ANDREW SMITH ASSUMES PLEBE LEADERSHIP POSITION
ABOUT WEST POINT   

The U. S. Military Academy at West Point is a 
four-year, co-educational, federal, liberal arts 
college located 50 miles north of New York City. 

 It was founded in 1802 as America's first 
college of engineering and continues today as the 
world’s premier leader-development institution, 
consistently ranked among top colleges in the 

country. Its mission remains constant—to 
educate, train, and inspire the 

 Corps of Cadets so that each graduate is a 
commissioned leader of character committed to 
the values of Duty, Honor, Country and prepared 
for a career of professional excellence and service 
to the nation as an officer in the U. S. Army. For 
more information, go to www.westpoint.edu.

U.S. Military Academy  
The U.S. Military Academy recently 

announced the names of the cadets from the Class 
of 2027 selected to lead the Corps during its 
annual Plebe Parent Weekend. These 
fundamental roles are the top positions within the 
Corps charged with carrying out the 
responsibilities of leadership of the cadets. 
Brigade Information Systems Officer: Andrew 
Smith, from Fanwood, NJ, was among the cadets 
who assumed their leadership duties on March 
22, 2024.  

This is a key step in the leadership 
development of the fourth class as it provides 
them with their first opportunity to serve in 
various leadership roles. Additionally, it is a 
unique time, without upper-class presence, that 
affords the Plebes a significant bonding 
experience. Lastly, it is the U.S. Military 
Academy’s and the Class of 2027’s opportunity 
to showcase to parents, family, and friends the 
extraordinary transformation of these cadets.  

“This year’s cadet leaders have distinguished 
themselves amongst their peers, consistently 
demonstrating academic, military, and physical 
excellence throughout their time here, more 
importantly, they have demonstrated the 
exceptional moral character that leadership 
demands,” said Commandant of Cadets Maj. 
Gen. Lori Robinson.  
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CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 800-206-8529

$350-$450

$250-$350

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 6/30/24.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 6/30/24.

FOUNDATION REPAIRS BEFORE & AFTER

CHIMNEY LINERS

SLATE ROOF SPANISH STYLE ROOF NEW STEPS

CHIMNEY REPAIRS SHINGLE ROOF FLAT TOP ROOF

24/7 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE ANY ROOF REPAIR

ANY CHIMNEY JOB

$800OFF ANY NEW 
ROOF JOB

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 6/30/24.

15% SENIOR CITIZEN 
DISCOUNT

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 6/30/24.

CHIMNEY CLEANING
STARTING AT $150
MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 6/30/24.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 6/30/24.

$300OFF ANY JOB
of $2,000 or more

OFF

100% 
Financing 

Available
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HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Proudly serving Middlesex, Somerset, Morris 

Union, & surrounding counties for over 30 years!

Lic#13VH00483900

Call now for your free, no obligation estimate! 

732-981-0800 
DoubleDConstructionNJ.com

$250 OFF ANY JOB 
of $5,000 or More

Follow us on Facebook 
DoubleDConstructionNJ

4Roofing 
4Siding 
4Gutters 
4Windows

4Doors 
4Decks 
4Interior 
4And More

EXPLORE 0% 
APR FINANCING 
FOR YOUR PROJECT 

Up to 18 Months  
or promotional period only.

DO YOU NEED A 
DUMPSTER?

908-234-2382 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable Service

Call to Reserve One Today
Professional Delivery & Pickup

NJ DEP# S27236

Affordable

We take (but not limited to)... 
General Construction 
Household Waste 
Concrete & Asphalt

Logs & Stumps 
Demolition Debris 

Bulky Waste

Can’t get a trial date? 
We can help. 

Mediate – Arbitrate 
(908) 645-1000 

www.lawlawfirm.comJeralyn Lawrence, Esq.

JOURNEY THROUGH 
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP

The Church of the Little Flower Bereavement 
Support Group will be held on Mondays 
beginning June 17, 2024, 10- 11:30 a.m. for 8 
weeks. This is a free and open to the public. 
Meetings are held in the Bernauer Parish Center 
Upper-Level Multi-Purpose Room, 290 
Plainfield Avenue, Berkeley Heights, NJ. For 
more information, or to register (required), 
contact Dan Grossano at 908-464-1585 or email 
pastoral110.LF@gmail.com.

Courtesy photos

SINGER-SONGWRITERS TO PERFORM - JUNE 8
The Fanwood Performance Series presents the 

music of singer-songwriters Nicola Vazquez and 
Ryan Harris Brown on Saturday, June 8, 2024, at 
the Kuran Cultural Arts Center, a.k.a. the 
Carriage House, alongside Borough Hall. 

Nicola Vazquez has performed her original 
blend of rock, pop and soul in venues around the 
New York area, opened for Eve 6 and Edwin 
McCain, and shared stages with Ricky Martin 
and other recording artists. An accomplished 
singer, songwriter, guitarist, keyboardist, actor 
and dancer, she has performed on Broadway and 
participated in the MTA’s “Music Under New 
York” program. 

Regular patrons may remember Ryan Harris 
Brown from his 2018 Fanwood Performance 
Series show. Brown uses his love of intimate 
storytelling and his expert musicianship to create 
songs that are both thought provoking and 
unforgettable. He cites John Mayer, Ben Folds 
and James Taylor among his musical influences. 

Showtime is 7 p.m. at the Carriage House, 135 
Watson Road just west of Martine Avenue. 

Admission is $15 for adults, $10 for students and 
seniors – cash at the door. 

Reservations are strongly recommended. 
Seating is limited, and recent shows have packed 
the house. While advance tickets are not 
available, music fans are urged to RSVP by email 
to fanwoodperformance@gmail.com to reserve 
seats. “We want to avoid turning anyone away at 
the door,” said Dan Murphy, the series’ volunteer 
coordinator. 

The Fanwood Performance Series is a 
presentation of Mayor Colleen Mahr and the 
Fanwood Borough Cultural Arts Council. It is 
made possible in part by a HEART (History, 
Education, Arts Reaching Thousands) Grant from 
the Union County Board of County 
Commissioners. 

After a summer break, the music will continue 
with shows on Sept. 14, Oct. 19 and Nov. 9. The 
fall performer lineup will be announced soon. 

Music fans can find more information and 
updates at the series website 
fanwoodperformanceseries.org.

(above) Singer-songwriters Nicola Vazquez, Ryan Harris Brown to perform in Fanwood June 8.
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PASSAIC COUNTY CASA EXPANDS TO UNION 
Submitted by Gretchen Boger-O’Bryan

Passaic County Court Appointed Special 
Advocates (CASA), a leading child advocacy 
organization focused on protecting the best 
interests of abused and neglected youth, has 
announced the expansion of its service footprint 
to include Union County. With this expansion, 
critical volunteer advocacy for child victims 
removed from home and living under the 
jurisdiction of the family court will be made 
available to even more of New Jersey’s most 
vulnerable children. This expansion allows for 
greater community impact, efficiency in 
operations, and greater long-term sustainability. 

CASA recruits, screens, trains, and supervises 
community volunteers to advocate for local 
abused, neglected, and abandoned youth from 
birth to age 21 involved in the child welfare 
system through no fault of their own. 

Executive Director Erica Fischer-Kaslander, 
who continues to lead the expanded advocacy 
organization, said, “There’s no doubt this 
expansion will reap even greater rewards for 
Union County’s vulnerable youth. The synergy 
created from two experienced programs allows 
far greater community impact and enhances its 
agility to withstand today’s shifting landscape as 
a strengthened, multi-county program.” 
Acknowledging the nearly two-decade impact of 
the previous Union County CASA organization, 
Fischer-Kaslander adds, “The dedicated 
advocates in Union County remain focused on 
fulfilling CASA’s mission: quality advocacy, 
continuity of presence, and increased access to 
services for local vulnerable youth-victims. ” 

Gretchen Boger-O’Bryan, Content Director for 
CASA of Passaic and Union Counties, added, “In 
my 11 years working with CASA in Union 
County, I have seen the organization pivot to 
meet unforeseen needs, adapt to changing trends, 
and persevere through recent challenges faced by 
all nonprofits, including a global health 
pandemic. Indeed, passion for and commitment 
to every child drives us, and this new chapter is 
simply an opportunity to enjoy greater efficiency, 
resource allocation, and space for innovation. 

Ultimately, the expansion of Passaic County 
CASA to include Union County breeds a 
strengthened organization that bolsters CASA’s 
impact throughout the county. For our local 
youth, that’s what matters.” 

Considered extra “eyes and ears” for judges 
hearing abuse and neglect cases, CASA 
volunteers are assigned to a youth or sibling set 
by court order, granting access to all parties in the 
youth’s life. Advocates use unbiased observations 
to make fact-based recommendations to judges 
deciding the future of each youth. Often, CASA 
volunteers are the only long-term, caring, and 
informed adult in the corner of a youth awaiting 
a safe, stable, and permanent placement. 

Volunteer advocates need no prior experience 
in child welfare. All prospective volunteers 
complete a 36-hour training course, extensive 
application, and screening process in addition to 
background checks. Volunteers with the newly 
expanded CASA of Passaic and Union Counties 
program are supported by a 26-person 
professional staff with extensive experience in 
child welfare. For details on becoming an 
advocate or other ways to get involved, visit 
casapassaicunion.org.

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
ALL PHASES OF ELECTRICAL WORK 
Electrical Repair • Control Wiring • Circuit Breakers 
Electrical Panels • Smart Home Services • Boilers  

• Smoke Detectors • FREE Estimates
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT - 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

201-600-3530 
SHORT CIRCUIT SPECIALIST

Lic.# 
888400

Bonded 
& Insured

WIRED RITE 
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

License: 13VHO1843500

DEMOLITION & CLEANUP
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR DEMOLITION 

Specializing in Kitchens and Bathrooms 
HOUSE & YARD CLEANUP AND CLEANOUT 
Specializing in Attics, Basements and Garages 
Container Rentals: 10 - 15 cubic yards 

Dance Demolition & Cleanup 

908-759-1463 
DanceDemolitionAndCleanupNJ.com

Residential Commercial

Colonia, NJ BlueStreakNJ.com

(732) 596-7525 
ROOF WASHING 

POWER WASHING 
GUTTER CLEANING

a u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile 
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall  

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical 
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Electrical Lic. # 14616  
& Plumbing w #8660

SUBURBAN PAVING COMPANY
Specializing in Asphalt Driveways, Parking Lots,  
Belgium Block Curbing, Sidewalks, Seal Coating 

908-925-0444 
908-928-0031

Serving All 
Union County

ROD CUT NJ 
908.720.7885 

RodCutNJLLC@hotmail.com
We cut small diameter rods, wire and tubing.

We provide high precision 
burr free square cuts. 

Contact us with any questions  
or for a free sample run.
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QUALITY HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

732-331-9572 
www.MyHandymanAndPainter.com

• Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling. 
• Sheetrock, Install & Repair. 
• Painting, Electric & Plumbing. 
• Windows, Siding & Roofing. 
• Basement Waterproofing

My Handyman & painter LLC

a u q r 
Licensed & Insured 

License #13VH11554200

View our Google Reviews.

General 
Handyman 

Services

Pet friendly 
  - We support 
       animal rescues

FREE ESTIMATES!

MY HANDYMAN & PAINTER LLC. 100 WALNUT AVE, SUITE 210. CLARK NJ 07066

Duke says  

“Adopt,  
Don’t 
Shop.”

JUNE SPECIAL: DECKS 
Designed • Built • Repaired • Stained
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Advertise  
in 1 or all  
24 towns

Online at RennaMedia.com  
and NJLocalinfo.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET 
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY! 
Tina Renna 908-418-5586 • tinarenna@rennamedia.com 
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • joerenna@rennamedia.com 

202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

Renna Media offers a full  
range of marketing services,  
in print and online, hyper- 
local to regional, for every  
budget and market size. 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
We mail 160,000 newspapers  

to every home and business in  
24 towns. You can advertise  

in any number of towns.  
Ads start at $60. 

FULL COLOR PRINTING 
We print flyers and menus,  

full color, two sided,  
on coated stock for only 

$45 per thousand. 

DIRECT MAIL 
Insert your flyer into the  

newspapers and get it mailed  
to every home and business for  
$60 per thousand and as low as  

$30 per thousand for higher 
quantities. 

ONLINE MARKETING 
Online ads and press releases  
designed and placed to drive  

traffic to your website and get  
your phone ringing. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
We can design and/or manage  
your social media campaign  

from passive to aggressive plans  
customized to work within  

your budget. 

WEBSITE AND 
SEO SERVICES 

Start with an audit/analysis  
of your website giving you a  
report and recommendations  

for $250. 
 

It is highly recommended to  
have a marketing plan and  

budget before spending.   

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A  
FREE CONSULTATION. 

908-447-1295

Marketing 
Toolbox
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• Roofing 
    1 Day Completion 
• Vinyl Siding 
• Gutters & Leaders 
• Replacement 

Windows 
• Decks 

Fully Insured 
Free Estimates

(908) 276-5367 
(201) 666-0003 

358 North Avenue East 
Cranford, NJ 

www.reynolds-plumbing.net

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Lou DiFabio 
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio 
Lic. #11749

REYNOLDS PLUMBING

I BUY OLD MOTORCYCLES 
All Types - Running or Not

Call or Text Glenn 
732-556-7636

Same Day  
Pick-up 
 
We Pay Cash

GARAGE DOORS & ELECTRIC OPENERS 
Serving the Trade since 1938 

908-756-8541 
www.shusterdoors.com

J. W. Shuster 
& Son, Inc.

NJ Lic #13VH07727000 BBB Accredited Business

WATCH EPISODE 4 OF 
RENNA MEDIA PODCAST
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Keeping your car?  
Did you know you can purchase an 
extended warranty for your vehicle? 
 - coverage up to 120,000 miles - even if 
you did not buy it from Marano & Sons. 

 

Visit our website to value your car 

MaranoSonsAuto.com Buying & Selling Used Cars & Trucks Since 1955

Credit problems? Call us to get you approved!
Like us on 
Facebook!!!

507-13 South Avenue 908-789-1551 
150 South Avenue 908-789-0555 

Fax 908-789-1792

LOOKING FOR A CAR, TRUCK OR SUV? 
Visit our lots or shop at home. Search over 135 vehicles  
by Make / Model/ Year/ Color / Body type / Engine specs / etc.

Marano & Sons Auto Sales:  
Not only do we sell late model pre-owned vehicles, 

but we will buy your car! 
Any car no matter how old. We will buyout your lease,  

payoff your loan, pick it up at your house.

Two locations 

In Garwood, NJ


