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MAILED FREE TO EVERY HOME  
AND BUSINESS IN CRANFORD
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Loryn O'Brien 
Coldwell Banker East  

209 Central Ave 
Westfield, NJ 

lorynobrien118@gmail.com 
908-247-1136 

Office: 908-233-5555

DEDICATED 
TO RESULTS, 
A TRADITION 

OF TRUST 
Let Me Find 

Your Dream Home

Complete Termite & Pest Control Since 1952 
From rats to bats, skunks to racoons, and squirrels to mice 

. . . and everything in between, WE CAN HELP. 

ARNOLD’S 
PEST CONTROL 

Business license #90966A 

908-276-8062 
ArnoldsPestControl.com 

9 Quine Street, Cranford, NJ  07016

CALL 
TODAY!

7TH ANNUAL TRIVIA NIGHT RAISES $34,000 FOR SCHOOLS

Pending” John Cwikla, Jenn Cwikla, Geoff Cleveland, Joy Cleveland, Pete 
McDevitt, Faith Dzuroucik, Mike Klimko, Jodi Klimko, Mark 
Kielczynski, and Marcy Kielczynski.  This year's 1st place team will be 
featured on a Cranford billboard this spring , plus scored their own limited 
edition ice cream flavor at Cranford Vanilla Bean Creamery! All winners 
walked away with bragging rights and a lawn sign to display proudly. 

There was no contest when it came to the Spirit Award winners, who 
showed up to take home the glory. Class Clowns -- The Red Hot Trivia 
Peppers: Liz Jackson, Matt Jackson, Michael Bange, Allison Bange, 
Denise Alvarez, Beth Lanzisera, Dom Lanzisera, Jim Behnke , Kristin 
Ferrara, Kathryn Wiedemann,  Most Team Spirited – Hot for Teacher: 
Carine Helwig,  Chris Helwig, Lauren Battaglino, John Battaglino, Carmen 
Rodriguez, Shawn McDonald, Alex McDonald, Mark Rodriguez, Kelli 
Farrell, and Shaun Farrell and Best Dressed – Earth, Win and Fire: Jaclyn 
Horbal, Sean WilhelmMarisa Wilhelm, Nim Shah, Matt DeLorenzo, Sheryl 
DeLorenzo, Jen Shah, Kevin Kelly, Nicole Kelly. 

The Cranford Fund for Educational Excellence, relaunched in 2014, is 
a nonprofit, Cranford-based foundation that supports excellence and 
innovation in the Cranford public schools by generating resources through 
community involvement. The grants are awarded to teachers and staff who 
apply for them, and benefit students across the school district. Since 2016, 
the CFEE has awarded over $350,000 in grants in categories such as: 
Differentiated or personalized education, technology integration and 21st-
century skills, innovation zones/makerspaces, and classroom design. 

If you’d like more information or to contribute to this year’s efforts, 
please visit our website at cranfordfund.org.

Cranford Fund for Educational Excellence 
The Cranford Fund for Educational Excellence 

(CFEE) hosted its 7th Annual Trivia Night on 
February 23rd, 2024, at the Kenilworth VFW. 
Over 300 people were in attendance, with 32 
teams vying for the championship. The 
competition was fierce, with lively music by DJ 
Randy Geis and high spirits.The emcee for the 
evening, Karen Bennett, presented eight rounds 
of tough questions created by a board committee 
led by Trivia Master, Brian Andrews. 

CFEE proudly featured over 40 businesses and 
families who supported the event with 
sponsorships ranging from $150 to $5,000. MWT 
Builders served as ‘Principal Sponsor’ and 
Lincoln Investments, The Cranford Jaycees, and 
Beyond Dance participated as ‘Facilities 
Directors’ sponsors.  Keating Physical Therapy, 
New Jersey Family Medical,   Schuster Family 
Orthodontics, Mr. P’s Varsity Jackets &  Apparel, 
Pro Care Rehabilitation L.L.C. , Julie and Jim 
Murphy- CHS Class of ’78 supported the event 
as Academic Deans sponsors. 

More than $34,000 was raised from team entry 
fees, 500+ raffle tickets sold in the 50/50, and 
philanthropic donations. The event's proceeds 
will fund grants made by Cranford district 
educators. 

Superintendent of Cranford Schools and Trivia 
Night participant, Dr. Scott Rubin welcomed the 
crowd and expressed his thanks for the 
community’s strong support of fundraisers like 
Trivia Night that positively impact Cranford 
students & schools. 

The trivia scores were close making it anyone's 
trophy for the taking with a tie breaker 
showdown to determine the 2nd and 3rd place 
titles! Congratulations to 1st Place, “In Liz We 
Truss”, Howard Lubinger, Mike Yablonski,  
Bartek Konopka, Chrissi Konopka, Rebecca 
Trump, Paul Gallo, Patricia MacClean and Matt 
Trump, 2nd Place “Party On Excellent”, 
Margaret Carroll, Tim Carroll, Casey McGinley, 
Patrick McGinley, Amanda Pittard, Caitlin 
DuBois, Tom Maffiore, Jeff Pittard, Lisa Navarro 
, Dave Navarro and 3rd Place “Team Name 

(above) 1st Place, “In Liz We Truss” Courtesy photos
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Renna Media LLC, Publishers 
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016 

Cranford Monthly is published by Renna Media. 9,900 
newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every business 
and resident in Cranford, NJ. Although great care has been 
taken to ensure the information contained within is accurate, 
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or omissions.  

©2023 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced 
without written consent from Renna Media LLC. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone 
you know accomplish something amazing? 
We are interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your 
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

 
ADVERTISING 

Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ Cranford Monthly

A FACE FOREVER PERMANENT COSMETICS

HENNA BROWS • EYELINER • BROWS • LIP COLOR • SCAR CAMO 

Open 7 Days - By Appointment Only 

FaceForeverLLC.com • 732-715-7391 
231 ELMER STREET, WESTFIELD, NJ

Now booking consultations to  
educate you on permanent  

and henna services.

@afaceforever

MAR IA  DE  SANT I S

MICROBLADED BROW 
CORRECTION SPECIALIST

AAM NJ Mem. 
Ambassador 
 
AAM Board  
Certified Instructor

REFER A FRIEND  
AND BOTH OF YOU  
RECEIVE 10% OFF

Celebrating 21 years in business.

Smudgeproof Eyebrows 
& Eyeliner . . . Priceless

BREAKFAST WITH THE EASTER BUNNY
Submitted by John Dolan 

The Cranford Knights of Columbus supported 
the Annual Breakfast with the Bunny Event held 
on March 9th. It is sponsored by the St. Michael’s 
School Home School Association (HSA) and is 
held every year in celebration of Easter. 

Since its inception, the Cranford Council has 
bought all of the food, prepares all of the meals 
and provides  the manpower needed to bus all of 
the tables, clean everything up and also purchases 
games, coloring books and other items to 
entertain the children.  This event has grown in 
popularity and is well attended every year with 
multiple seatings for breakfast.  The Cranford 
Council has a very close relationship with St. 

Michael’s Parish, St. Michael’s School, and the 
HSA by volunteering for events, serving on 
Parish ministries and offering financial and other 
support for all if and whenever needed.  

Since the Council’s founding in 1970, the 
Cranford Knights of Columbus is a Catholic 
Men's Fraternal Organization dedicated to our 
four core principles, Charity, Unity, Fraternity 
and Patriotism. The Cranford Council supports 
many worthy charities and civic causes is 
committed to be a viable part of our community. 
For information about joining the Cranford 
Council, please contact our Grand Knight Kevin 
Cumiskey at 973-390-9327 or visit our web site, 
cranfordknights.org.

(above) The Easter bunny and members of The Cranford Knights of Columbus.
Courtesy photo



CRANFORD MONTHLY • Page 3  • April 2024

N. Stiles St.

W. Scott Ave.

R
ts

 1
 &

 9
 N

or
th

St
. G

eo
rg

es
 A

ve
.

W. Grand Ave.
W. Milton Ave.
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Merck Aviation 
Plaza

NJMVC
RAHWAY

LINDENCLARK

Experience the high life with best-in-class,  
locally-sourced and carefully curated cannabis products. 

2077 US-1, Rahway, NJ 

TOPICALS VAPESTINCTUREFLOWER PRE-ROLLS CONCENTRATES EDIBLES

CHECK OUT THE PLANTABIS LOYALTY PROGRAM & APP / 732-481-0002 

Stalk us on            Facebook and          Instagram

All new, state-of-the-art cannabis  
dispensary with DRIVE-THRU service!

2077 US-1

Hours: 
Monday – Saturday: 9 AM to 10 PM 
Sunday: 11 AM to 7 PM

NEW CUSTOMER DISCOUNT 

20% OFF 
With this coupon.  

Expiration Date 4/30/24

www.plantabis.com
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Cranford Boy Scout Troop #75 held Order of 

the Arrow elections which were facilitated by 
Shorya Gupta, Order of the Arrow Scout/Rep, on 
March 6, 2024. The Order of the Arrow is the 
honor society of the Boy Scouts of America 

composed of scouts who best exemplify the 
Scout Oath and Law in their daily lives. Four 
scouts were elected by their peers: Max (12th 
grade), Isaiah (7th grade), Arthur ( 11th grade), 
and Eric (11th grade) not pictured.

Photo by Kenya Mutyanda

(908) 272-3500 
One Commerce Dr. Cranford, NJ 07016 
www.diamondgymnasticsacademy.com

Discovery 
Child Care

Diamond  
Gymnastics  
Academy

Cranford 
After Care

SUMMER CAMP 2024 
Mon. June 10 thru Fri. Friday August 30 

• Weekly Session Options (2 wk. minimum) 
• Gymnastics, Sports, Arts & Crafts & More! 
• Experienced Staff / CPR /First Aid Certified  
• Weekly Trips - Pool, Park, Bowling,  

Mini-Golf & Movie Theater! 
OPEN GYM IS BACK! TUESDAYS 8:30-10:30 pm

KONANTIQUES 

WE BUY ANTIQUES 
FREE HOUSE CALLS 

908-578-7593 

Over 20 
years of 

Experience Free on-site consultation at your home or business 

info@konantiques.com

WE BUY: Sterling Silver, Antique Jewelry, Costume Jewelry, Coins,  
Art, Watches & Clocks, Porcelain, Modern Items (50’s, 60’s, 70’s),  

Antique Toys, Asian Decorative Arts, Judaica, Lighting, Military Items 
           Some Furniture, Hummel & Lladro Figurines

Located 
in Summit
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137 Elmer Street 
Westfield, NJ 07090 
Office: 908-233-9292

Janice Van Der Veken 
Realtor-Associate 
RE/MAX Select 
Cell: 908-577-0824 
JaniceVanDerVekenRealtor@gmail.com

Mary Rittenhouse 
Realtor-Associate 
RE/MAX Select 
Cell: 908-477-4486 
Mary.Ritt@hotmail.com

Select

HOME STAGING SERVICES

Each office is independently  
owned and operated. If your home  
is listed with another broker, this  
is not intended as a solicitation.

Interest Rates 
are not affecting 

the buyer demand! 
Sellers are still 

receiving multiple offers  

NOW more than ever 
is the perfect time 

to CASH IN 
on your equity!

VALUES IN 
   YOUR TOWN 
      ARE STILL 
        VERY 
STRONG!

IT'S TIME TO GET 
OFF THE FENCE!
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GIRL SCOUT WEEK HALF-DAY HANGOUT
Girl Scouts of Cranford 

Girl Scouts of Cranford’s First Annual Half-
Day Hangout was a huge success! Over one 
hundred girls registered for the four-hour event 
at the Community Center. The afternoon started 
with a pizza lunch, followed by three activity 
sessions. Girl Scouts were given a choice 
between yoga, bingo, creative writing, arts and 
crafts, and the chill-out room. 

Yoga was led by Karen Gimour from Alluem 
Yoga and Kristen Mider, a Girl Scout mom. 
Bingo offered prizes of slime and was led by 
Senior Troop 40744. Creative writing was led by 
Cranford Librarian, Lauren Antolino. Bead-art 
keychains were made in arts and crafts, led by 
Girl Scout Leader, Liz Mazza. And the chill-out 

room was where girls could do homework, 
puzzles, read, play board games and color. 

After the activity sessions were over, the girls 
were treated to a short movie and popcorn. At the 
end of the day, the girls went home with a special 
2024 Girl Scout Week fun patch and a squishy. 

We can’t wait to make this an annual event, 
kicking off every Girl Scout Week half-day 
Monday. There’s no better way to celebrate Girl 
Scouts than having fun together! 

The Girl Scouts of Cranford Open House will 
be held in June of 2024 with new troops forming 
in late summer/early fall for kindergarten girls in 
the Cranford school system. For more 
information visit: girlsscoutsofcranford.com/join-
girl-scouts-of-cranford.

95 YEARS OF SCOUTING 
IN CRANFORD

Members of Troop 40744 helped set up a 
display in the Cranford Library to celebrate 95 
years of Scouting in Cranford. The collection is 
owned by former Service Unit Manager, Susan 
Haustein. Stop by and check out the 
memorabilia!

Courtesy photo
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Items accepted 
All clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses,  
blankets, sheets, drapes, pillowcases, and stuffed  
animals. Help us keep your donations clean & dry.  
If possible, please put clothing in plastic bags. 
  
PLEASE… NO rags, pillows, fabric scraps, toys,  
or household goods. Please understand that the above  
unwanted items are a hardship and expense to dispose of.

USED CLOTHING AND BOOK DROPS 
BENEFITS GARWOOD FIRST AID SQUAD 

The Garwood First Aid Squad has donation bins in their parking lot, located at 401 2nd Avenue, Garwood,  
where books and clothing can be dropped off to help with the Squad’s operating expenses.

Used clothing drop-off is Sponsored by the Garwood First Aid Squad with 
the help of Turnkey Enterprises. The clothing collected is used as clothing, 
not cut into rags.

Book Donations 
We accept books in readable 
condition that have an ISBN 
barcode. 
We welcome: Hardcover,  
Paperback, Textbooks  
  
We do not accept books without 
the ISBN barcode. We also do not 
accept encyclopedias, magazines, 
and water damaged, unusable 
books.

GARDEN CLUB SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE - APRIL 8
The Garden Club of Cranford is pleased to be 

accepting applications for the 2024 Frances 
Wismer Memorial Scholarship.  

Eligibility: Cranford resident and graduating 
senior who plans to continue education and 
pursue a career in a field related to horticulture, 
botany, environment or related fields and 
acceptance to a technical school, 2 or 4 year 
college. 
REQUIREMENTS:  

Application (available at the Cranford High 
School guidance office, or by requesting via 

email cancob@aol.com with Garden Club 
Scholarship in subject line.  

A short essay (no more than one page) 
explaining your interests in the above fields, how 
you have already demonstrated your interest and 
what are your future plans. 

One letter of recommendation from someone 
who is able to write about your interest in your 
future field of study or participation in your field 
of interest. 

All must be submitted no later than April 8, 
2024. Instructions are on the application.

SAVE THE DATE: SIP & SHOP – MAY 10TH
The Cranford Woman's Club and Downtown 

Cranford Sip & Shop event will take place on 
Friday, May 10th in downtown Cranford from 5 
to 9 p.m. For more information, including how to 
purchase tickets, go to EventBrite or 
cranfordwc.com. 
THE CRANFORD WOMAN’S CLUB: 

The Cranford Woman’s Club, founded in 1949, 
is a “volunteer organization richly rooted in the 
tradition of giving back to the community and its 
residents. While our common goal is enhancing 
the quality of life in our community, one of the 
many benefits is the lifelong friendships we make 

along the way.” Last year the club donated over 
$30,000 in cash and goods to the community, 
including five scholarships to graduating 
Cranford Seniors. 

The Cranford Women’s Club runs several 
major events each year including Witches Night 
Out, Sip N Shop. The Club’s Philanthropic focus 
is on Cranford, with major beneficiaries being 
Project Home, Cranford Family Care, Cranford 
First Aid Squad and FLAG. The club meets the 
2nd Wednesday of each month at the VFW on 
South Avenue at 7:30 p.m. Anyone is welcome to 
attend. 

908-952-0277 
meaningfultouchhomecare.com 
141 South Ave, Suite 2, Fanwood, NJ 07023

• Personal Care 
• 24 Hour Care 
• Companion Care 
• Respite Care 
• Memory Care 
• Live-In Care 
• Private Duty 

Nursing

CAREGIVERS 
are trained 

and supervised 
by registered 

nurses

LICENSED, INSURED & BONDED 
   License No. HPO362500

Meaningful Touch 

       Home Care

Can’t get a trial date? 
We can help. 

Mediate – Arbitrate 
(908) 645-1000 

www.lawlawfirm.comJeralyn Lawrence, Esq.
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CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 800-206-8529

$350-$450

$250-$350

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 4/30/24.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 4/30/24.

FOUNDATION REPAIRS BEFORE & AFTER

CHIMNEY LINERS

SLATE ROOF SPANISH STYLE ROOF NEW STEPS

CHIMNEY REPAIRS SHINGLE ROOF FLAT TOP ROOF

24/7 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE ANY ROOF REPAIR

ANY CHIMNEY JOB

$800OFF ANY NEW 
ROOF JOB

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 4/30/24.

15% SENIOR CITIZEN 
DISCOUNT

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 4/30/24.

CHIMNEY CLEANING
STARTING AT $150
MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 4/30/24.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 4/30/24.

$300OFF ANY JOB
of $2,000 or more

OFF

100% 
Financing 

Available
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NICE MOVE
Relief In Motion iovera®

iovera® is a safe, innovative pain relief  
treatment. It uses extreme cold to stop nerves  
from sending pain signals to your brain. This  
effect is immediate, and can last 90 days. 

• Long-lasting management of OA Knee  
pain and pre-/post-surgical pain 

• Localized to the knee, so it does not  
affect your entire body like opioids  
or other medications 

• FDA-cleared to block pain in the knee 

“Covered by Medicare and most other insurances”

I N S U R A N C E  A C C E P T E D  I N C L U D I N G  M E D I C A R E

Dr. Scot Paris, MD 

Northeast Spine 
& Wellness Center 

(732) 827-0800 
www.nespinecenter.com 

1043 Raritan Road • Clark, NJ 07066 

IMAGINE SEEKS 
VOLUNTEERS

Imagine, A Center for Coping with Loss has 
been offering free peer support groups to 
children, youth and adults who are grieving for 
more than 10 years. The volunteers who facilitate 
these groups create safe spaces where the pain of 
grief can be acknowledged and shared, and where 
group members feel felt. Imagine’s volunteers are 
the heart of Imagine’s programs, and many find 
their volunteer work with Imagine so fulfilling 
that they continue for many years, some having 
stayed since the program began.  

Imagine’s volunteer facilitators come from all 
walks of life and no special background is 
required other than a willingness to listen, a heart 
inclined to serve, and the ability to be with 
children and adults in grief without trying to fix, 
solve or give advice. Volunteers must be 18 years 
or older and bilingual (Spanish speaking) 
volunteers are needed as well. Volunteers serve 
as companions and loving listeners for those who 
are grieving and help create a space where 
participants can share tears and embrace the joys 
of life. 

This Spring, Imagine will offer two facilitator 
training classes for those who would like to join 
this amazing group of volunteers. The first will 
be held at their location at 570 Broad Street in 
Newark from May 3-5 from 9 am-5 pm each day. 
The second option will take place at Imagine’s 
location at 244 Sheffield Street in Mountainside 
from June 7-9, also from 9am-5pm each day. 
Imagine staff ask those participating in the 
training to plan to attend all three days. 

If you’d like to join one of the upcoming 
trainings, please visit imaginenj.org and complete 
the interest form found on the website or scan the 
QR code below. When completing the form, 
you’ll be asked to choose a convenient date to 
attend an information session where you’ll learn 
more about volunteering with Imagine. We hope 
you’ll consider joining this wonderful team of 
volunteers who support Imagine’s efforts to 
ensure that no one grieves alone. 

Imagine is a 501c3 that offers grief and loss 
education and training to the community and free 
year-round grief support groups for children ages 
3-18 and young adults 19-30 who are coping with 
a loss due to death. Concurrently, support groups 
are available for the parents and guardians of the 
children in the groups and offered in English and 
Spanish. For more information please contact 
Imagine at 908-264-3100 or info@imaginenj.org 
or visit our website at www.imaginenj.org.
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KENZAROOFING 
  & CHIMNEY

908-627-9696

$250 OFF 
NEW STEPS

$300 OFF 
ANY ROOF  

REPAIR

$300 OFF 
ANY 
CHIMNEY 
REPAIR

FAMILY OWNED 
BUSINESS. 

#13VH11991300

$800 OFF 
ANY NEW 
ROOF JOB

$175 
GUTTER CLEANING 

$1,300
CHIMNEY 

LINER

Before

Before After

After

ROOFING
CHIMNEYS

GUTTERS

PATIOS

SIDING

MASONRY

STEPS

FOUNDATIONS

24/7 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE

15% OFF 
SENIOR 

DISCOUNT

Why chose us? Guaranteed there is no GIMMICKS or price changes from 
beginning to finish! At Kenza Roofing&Chimney; LLC. we make dreams come 
true.  

With years of experience, in ROOFING, CHIMNEY & MASONRY, this 
phrase has become more than a catchy slogan. It's simply the way we do 
business. We offer quality, professionalism and competitive pricing for every 
job, regardless of project size. Customer satisfaction is our primary goal.  

Kenza Roofing&Chimney LLC. looks forward to making your dream a reality. 
Call us Today For Your FREE Estimate! 908 627-9696

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Expires 4/30/24.

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Expires 4/30/24.

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Expires 4/30/24.

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Expires 4/30/24.

Average house size. With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Expires 4/30/24.

With coupon. Cannot be  
combined with any other offer. 

Expires 4/30/24.
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CRANFORD FD SUPPORTS 
AUTISM ACCEPTANCE

The Cranford Fire Department will support 
“Autism Awareness Month” throughout April by 
wearing custom t-shirts and by lighting up Fire 
Headquarters blue. 

According to Chief Dan Czeh, “The Cranford 
Fire Department fully supports the Autistic 
Community and will do whatever possible to 
show love and support to those affected by this 
developmental disability. As Firefighters, our job 
goes above and beyond protection and service. 
We need to set the standard and stand together 
with those affected by this disorder. We will serve 
as an advocate for these individuals and continue 
our awareness efforts. We all know someone who 
is affected by autism. We know it is a difficult life 
for them and for their parents. Our goal is to have 
a positive impact on them and let the autistic 
community feel the love and acceptance they 
deserve.” 

Autism refers to a broad range of conditions 
characterized by challenges with social skills, 
repetitive behaviors, speech and nonverbal 
communication. According to the Centers for 
Disease Control, approximately 1 in 36 children 
in the U.S. is diagnosed with an Autism Spectrum 
Disorder (ASD). Most children are still being 
diagnosed after age four, though autism can be 
reliably diagnosed as early as 18 months. 
Research shows that early intervention leads to 
positive outcomes later in life for people with 
autism. 

The Cranford Fire Department, along with 
FMBA Locals 37 and 237 are selling Puzzle 
Piece T-Shirts and Puzzle Piece Patches. Both are 
available for purchase via Venmo (@Cranford-
Local) or by visiting Cranford Fire Headquarters 
at 7 Springfield Ave. Cost of the shirt is $25 and 
patch is $10. Proceeds will go towards local 
charities. If purchasing a shirt in person, please 
have exact change. Checks will also be accepted, 
must be made out to Cranford FMBA Local 37.

FIREFIGHTERS COMPETE AT FOOD FESTIVAL
On Monday, February 26, 2024, Cranford 

firefighters Tom Hannen & Rob Moran joined 
together with firefighters from around New 
Jersey to compete in The Ultimate Fire 
Department Cook-off, part of the Cooked and 
Uncorked Food and Wine Festival. They won the 
People’s Choice 1st place award for their desert 
made with Bailey’s Irish Cream liquor. 

The event benefited the New Jersey State 
Firefighter’s Mutual Benevolent Association and 
The Burn Center at Saint Barnabas Medical 
Center.  

The Fire Department Cook-off is part of a 
culinary extravaganza where participants were 
able to experience the tastes and flavors of some 
of New Jersey’s finest restaurants, caterers and 
dessert shops all in one location. 

 
Photos from this and other events can be  

found online at rennamedia.com and on the  
Cranford Monthly page on facebook.com Feel  

free to “Like,” “Tag,”  and “Share.”

(above) Cranford Firefighters Tom Hannen & 
Rob Moran served up a delicious desert made 
with Bailey’s Irish Cream liquor and won the 

People’s Choice 1st place award.
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QUALITY HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

732-331-9572 
www.MyHandymanAndPainter.com

• Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling. 
• Sheetrock, Install & Repair. 
• Painting, Electric & Plumbing. 
• Windows, Siding & Roofing. 
• Decks Built & Repaired.

My Handyman & painter LLC

a u q r 
Licensed & Insured 

License #13VH11554200

View our Google Reviews.

FREE ESTIMATES!

Duke says  

“Adopt,  
Don’t 
Shop.”

Pet friendly - We support animal rescues

General 
Handyman 

Services

FRENCH DRAINS s SUMP PUMPS s VAPOR BARRIERS.

WET BASEMENT?

Family Owned with Over 40 Years 

View our Google Reviews.

LIC.#13VH13034500

Call 732 633 3651 
Union, Essex, Somerset &  Middlesex Counties. 

BondedWaterproofingSolution.com

Mention This Ad  
and Get a 

FREE BATTERY 
BACK-UP 
SYSTEM  

with French Drain  
Installation.* 

*Call for Details

s WE CLEAN UP!! 

s Prompt Estimates & Scheduling 

s Life Of Structure Warranty 

s Ask About Our Payment Options 

s Senior Citizen Discount

AFFORDABLE 
PRICES

“No Compromises  
on Quality”

Why Do I Have Water In My Basement? 
There are almost an infinite number of places  
and ways water can enter your basement. Often it  
is not just a question of keeping it out, but rather  
managing it with effective basement waterproofing  
services when it inevitably comes in. We can 
address these issues including Surface Water,  
High Ground Water, and Condensation
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BOB WADE GRAND MARSHAL 
2024 Union County St. Patrick’s Day parade

(above) Former long-time Cranford and Roselle resident Bob Wade (third from left) served as 
Grand Marshal of the 2024 Union County St. Patrick’s Day parade. Others celebrating at the 

parade include (from left) Rob and Ellen Ushay, (back row) Jack and Joanne Ryan, Mary Wade, 
(front row) Gretchen Korn, Maura Campbell, Joann Sweeney, Don Sweeney.

Courtesy photo

FUR STORAGE 
La Marque 

Furs 
908.322.1414 

LaMarqueFurs.com 
1721 E 2nd Street 

Scotch Plains

Cell 908-202-1702 • O: 908-233-5555 
ElizabethBHomes.com 
Efax 908-935-0960 • elizabeth.bataille@gmail.com  

209 Central Ave,Westfield, NJ 07090 
Elizabeth Bataille 

Sales Associate

The highest compliment I can receive 
is a referral from a satisfied client.

Top 1%  
Sales Associate  

Nationwide
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MEET SEAMAN 1ST CLASS EDWARD MANDONI, U.S. NAVY ARMED GUARD        
DEFENDING AN AMERICAN LIBERTY SHIP, WWII 

By Don Sweeney and Janet Cymbaluk Ashnault, Research by Vic Bary and Don Sweeney,  Military guidance by Vic Bary

Roosevelt and McKinley streets. Of that 
neighborhood of streets named for U.S. 
presidents, Hayes, Grant and Buchanan still 
remain. The Mandoni family attended St. 
Michael Church in Cranford, where most likely, 
they filled an entire pew. 

    This large family, living in Cranford in the 
midst of the Great Depression, with World War 
II looming, was struck a tragic blow when Bertha 
died in 1941 at the age of 47. Not all of the 
children were able to finish their education, as we 
surmise that they needed to leave school to help 
to support their father and siblings. We know that 
Edward attended Lincoln School and he should 
have graduated Cranford High School in 1943. 
We saw him in preceding CHS yearbooks, in the 
Aviation Club and on the Cross Country Team. 
Edward’s Draft Registration Card, dated 1943 
showed him hard at work for the Lewis Asphalt 
Engineering Corporation on Central Avenue in 
Clark. There is no mention of him in the Golden 
C as a graduating member of the Cranford High 
School Class of 1943. On November 29th of that 
year 18-year-old Edward left Cranford to begin 
his training for service in the U.S. Navy. Destined 
for a hazardous and relatively unknown duty, 
Edward’s willingness to serve our country during 
a world war already solidified him as a member 
of what would one day be known as our Greatest 
Generation. 
MOS, U.S. NAVY ARMED GUARD 

Donna Blackburn was under the impression 
that her Uncle Edward was a Merchant Marine 
like her father Donald. As we quickly learned, 
this was not the case. Young Edward attended 
military training in Rhode Island and at the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard in New York City. His 
training in New York prepared the Seaman 
Second Class for duty as a United States Navy 
Armed Guard, providing onboard defense of 

Merchant Marine cargo ships. Edward Mandoni 
is the first Cranford 86 serviceman that we know 
of who had this type of duty. The Military 
Occupational Specialty (MOS) of so many of our 
heroes has called our attention to a variety of 
military roles, engineering wonders and 
important historical engagements. As well as 
making our stories so interesting, sharing the 
varied experiences of our Cranford 86 has greatly 
broadened our knowledge of our country’s 
history. In telling Edward’s story, we knew that 
we were about to learn much about a military 
assignment which we had not touched upon until 
now.  

Our country fought WWII on many fronts, one 
of course being the world’s oceans. The ability to 
successfully transport immense quantities and 
varieties of cargo overseas, including fuel and 
ammunition, was an absolute requirement in 
order to achieve victory. For the island nation of 
Great Britain, which was the last standing 
European power, safe arrival of basic supplies as 
well as military hardware was especially critical. 
If not for the force created by the American-made 
Liberty Ship, the civilian United States Merchant 
Navy and the U.S. Navy Armed Guard, our 
WWII history books would probably be telling 
us a different story. 

Month after month, our team continues with its 
efforts to tell the stories and reveal the visual 
identities, of the 86 brave men whose names 
appear on the bronze plaques at Cranford’s 
Memorial Park. Recently, a former Cranford 
resident, Donna Blackburn, drew our attention to 
the name Edward Mandoni. Donna is a follower 
of Bernie Wagenblast’s Cranford Radio podcast. 
Shortly before Memorial Day, 2022, we were 
featured on Bernie’s show to talk about the 
Cranford 86 project. Listening to the podcast, 
Donna realized that her uncle, Edward, brother 
of her father Donald Mandoni, was one of the 
Cranford 86. She asked us if we had any 
information about Edward Mandoni that we 
could share with her. At that time, all that we had 
was a short Cranford Citizen and Chronicle 
article about her uncle’s death on a Merchant 
Marine cargo ship. We always look forward to a 
call from a family member that helps us fill in 
gaps of information, but in this case, the relative 
had even less knowledge than we did. We shared 
the article with Donna, and she gave us some 
family names that we could add to our research 
inquiries. Our policy is to begin the research and 
writing process of a Cranford 86 serviceman, 
only when we have obtained his portrait, 
preferably in uniform. Donna and I promised 
each other that we would reach out if a photo of 
her uncle was found. 

In 2023, we were researching Yankee baseball 
player-turned soldier, Cecil Spittler. In the 
Spittler family archives we found a page from the 
May 10th 1945 edition of the Cranford Citizen 
and Chronicle. Published three days after 
Germany surrendered, the page featured the 
photos of Cecil Spittler and 23 other men, and 
was titled “Liberation of Europe Cost the Lives 
of These Cranford Men”. We noticed that among 
these photos there was a portrait of a handsome 
sailor wearing a serious and somewhat sad 
expression. The photo was grainy, but 
recognizable, and its caption confirmed that it 
was of Edward Mandoni. We were very excited 
with our find and called Donna Blackburn to 
share the news. We told her that the research 
process could begin and we could possibly 
feature her uncle’s story at the 2024 Memorial 
Day morning ceremony. Donna was more than 
happy to help our mission progress by becoming 
the sponsor of her uncle’s banner.  
EDWARD’S LIFE IN CRANFORD 

Edward’s parents, Benjamin, a construction 
worker, and Bertha, showed up in Cranford on 
the 1930 census, living on Garfield Street. With 
them were the first five of what would eventually 
become a family of nine children. Edward, born 
on September 21st, 1925, was four and a half in 
1930. If you are not familiar with Garfield Street 
in Cranford, there’s a reason for that! Garfield 
was located off of Centennial Avenue, southeast 
of Hayes Street. Construction of the Garden State 
Parkway through Cranford in the late 1940’s, 
eliminated Garfield, Harrison, Cleveland, 

Seaman First Class Edward Mandoni      Through the magic of Artificial Intelligence, 
we have been able to digitally enhance vague, 
fuzzy photographs from old newspapers and 

create full color detailed images. Thanks to the 
recent financial support received from the 

Cranford K of C, we have upgraded over 100 
images allowing us to clearly see the character 

of our heroes, just as they were seen by his 
family, friends and comrades during their short 

adult lives. This year’s Cranford 86 Tribute 
Books, available on Memorial Day morning, 
will contain many of those enhanced images. 

(continued on page 16)
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Even before our involvement in WWII, U.S. 
merchant ships, traveling all throughout the 
world, suffered unprovoked enemy attacks. The 
Neutrality Act, created by our government to 
prevent U.S. involvement in foreign war, 
prevented us from arming U.S. merchant ships. 
In October of 1941, after a lethal stretch of U-boat 
attacks on both U.S. Navy and merchant ships, 
that section of the act was repealed by Congress. 
Later that year, five days before the Pearl Harbor 
attack, the first Navy Armed Guard crew of seven, 
joined over 30 civilian Merchant Marines on the 
SS Dun boyne. As part of a convoy, their 
destination was the Soviet Union’s Arctic port of 
Mur mansk, a run which became infamous to the 
merchant ship crews. Not only was it treacherous 
in terms of enemy fire, but it took the ships 
through the worst weather in the world. 

With the U.S. Navy found short of all things 
needed to fight a modern war, roll out of the 
Armed Guard suffered a rocky start, and early on, 
many ships went out ill-equipped in terms of 
armament and quantity of crew. Some vessels, 
armed with only a few machine guns, had their 
crews paint and position telephone poles to 
resemble the barrels of larger weapons. Losses of 
both ships and men were heavy during this time. 
In addition, members of the Armed Guard felt 
orphaned by the Navy. Stationed on slow-moving 
rust-streaked freighters, the sailors needed to 

coexist with civilian seamen who were not as 
disciplined and had much higher salaries than 
their Navy shipmates. It was said that the ship’s 
baker made more money than any member of the 
Armed Guard. At this point in time, the protection 
of merchant ships may have been the least 
desirable job in the Navy. 

By the time Seaman 2c Edward Mandoni was 
assigned to his ship, the war had worsened, but 
the Armed Guard was in better shape to fend off 
the enemy. The Navy had responded to the 
shortage of staff with accelerated training 
programs and the merchant ships were better 
equipped defense-wise. The standard armament 
for ships traversing combat zones consisted of a 
lethal 5 inch dual purpose stern gun, a 3 inch 
anti-aircraft gun, and eight 20 mm machine guns 
mounted at strategic locations. Armed Guard 
crew consisted of one or more officers and 
twenty-four gunners, plus three communications 
men for a total of 28. When under attack, the 
Merchant Marines worked beside the 
guardsmen, passing heavy shells or manning 
machine guns if needed. 
AMERICA’S MANUFACTURING MIGHT AND THE 
PRODUCTION OF THE LIBERTY SHIP 

WWII has been said by historians to have been 
a war of production might. A prime example of 
this was the manufacturing feat which created 
thousands of “Liberty Ships”. Prior to December 
7th, 1941, when British cargo ships were getting 
torpedoed at an astonishing rate, Britain made it 
clear that their ability to supply themselves and 
their war efforts was in serious jeopardy. They 
made a desperate plea to the U.S. for assistance 
in the rapid production of cargo ships. Using the 
British-designed Empire Liberty Ship as a model, 
America responded with the production of their 
own version of that vessel. Each American-made 
Liberty Ship could carry an incredible 10,000 
gross tons of freight, translating to 2840 Jeeps or 
440 Sherman Tanks. It could even load and 

unload itself in remote areas with its three heavy 
duty cranes. The story of the manufacturing of 
the Liberty Ship is incredibly interesting and it 
would be America’s first step to becoming the 
world’s superpower of military might. See the 
links to the Liberty Ship story in the online 
version of this story at Cranford86.org. 

   American businessman Henry Kaiser had 
just completed construction of the Hoover Dam.  
Kaiser, selected out of all other bidders, was 
awarded lucrative military contracts to 
manufacture Liberty Ships. The ten year, 
Depression-era project which dammed the 
mighty Colorado River and built the world’s 
largest hydroelectric power plant, was referred 
to as the “Eighth Wonder of the World” and it 
made Kaiser a national hero. He planned to 
create ships with the methodology that had been 
used by Henry Ford and other Detroit 
automobile companies since the turn of the 
century. Critics claimed that Kaiser had no 
experience building ships and to that he 
responded, that before his success with the 
Hoover Dam, he had never built a dam. 

Kaiser applied mass production techniques, 
including prefabrication, in the construction of 
the Liberty Ships. Replacing riveting with 
welding reduced the number of construction team 
members and cut their training time in half. Ships 
that previously took several months to build were 
being produced in an average of eighteen days. 
During peak production, American shipyards 
were turning out three Liberty Ships every two 
days. Some historians claim that Japan’s attention 
to America’s pre-war ability to build war 
hardware, made them attack the U.S. much 
earlier than originally planned. Japanese fears 
were warranted, for after the attack on Pearl 
Harbor, the U.S. manufacturing of war hardware, 
led by Henry Kaiser would mass produce aircraft 
carriers, submarines, and landing crafts in the 

SEAMAN 1ST CLASS EDWARD MANDONI (Continued from page 15)

In a photo provided to us by Donna Blackburn, 
Edward is pictured as a young teenager, sword 
in hand, wearing an unknown military jacket.

In the 1942 and 1943 Golden C, Cranford’s High School yearbook, Edward was mentioned as a 
member of both the Aviation Club and the Cross Country Team. Participants were not identified in 

the group photos, but we believe we have identified Edward in this 1942 Cross Country Team 
photo (Top row, third from right). In both yearbooks his name was spelled as ”Mandone”, which 
was puzzling to us. It was possibly an attempt to Americanize his Italian surname. Edward left 

school in 1943, presumably to take on employment in support of his recently widowed father and 
eight siblings during the late years of the Great Depression.

(continued on page 17)
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THE CRANFORD 86 56-PAGE BOOKLET AND 
AWARENESS CAR MAGNET ARE AVAILABLE 

FOR A DONATION 
Please help us to fund our continuing 

mission to tell the stories and see 
the faces of all 86 Hometown Heroes. 

Email: info@cranford86.org 
or call Don Sweeney at 908-272-0876

CRANFORD 86  
Those who gave thier lives in service to our country. 

DID YOU KNOW ONE OF THE CRANFORD 86?  
You can email us with any information

same manner as the Liberty Ships, changing the 
course of the world war. Pre-war, the United 
States collection of submarines, aircraft carriers 
and landing crafts numbered 783, post war it was 
an astonishing 6,998.  
ONBOARD THE SS DAN BEARD 

After a visit home to Cranford in May of 1944, 
Edward Mandoni was serving on the SS Dan 
Beard, which was one of the 2,710 American-
made Liberty Ships. The ship was named after 
Daniel C. Beard, an American illustrator, author 
and youth leader who was a founding pioneer of 
the Boy Scouts of America. On the Dan Beard, 
its guns proved effective against attacking aircraft 
and any U-Boats that were on the surface of the 
water, however it was defenseless against 
torpedoes fired from submerged submarines. For 
this reason, in open water situations, merchant 
ships usually traveled within large convoys, 
protected by speedy, nimble destroyers. The Dan 
Beard was awarded a battle star for its 
participation in the Normandy Invasion, arriving 
with its cargo two days after D-Day. After being 
relieved of service at Omaha Beach the ship 
headed for Ireland. 

An official timetable of events describes what 
happened next. 

“On December 10th, 1944, the SS Dan Beard 
left Barry, Wales at 02.00 hours, travelling 

unescorted because the Admiralty had reported 
the Irish Sea was clear of U-boats and was 
ordered to sail alone. At 13:55 in rough seas a 
torpedo struck at the #3 hold on the port side, 
then a second struck the stern, rised the ship out 
of the water, blew the rudder and broke the 
propeller. The upward motion of the ship caused 
her to break in two at the hold 3 seam, where a 
plate had been welded over a construction crack 
repair that was made a year earlier. The aft part 
sank immediately, and the forepart drifted ashore 
and was wrecked, settling into a cove where her 
mast is still visible at low tide to this day. 
Miraculously, a successful abandon ship was 
achieved into four lifeboats. One lifeboat was 
swamped and another capsized in the 30 foot 
seas. Sixteen men reached Pwll-Deri Bay, 
Porthgain, South Wales in one lifeboat and 
another made landfall as well. A coastal craft 
picked up 13 others adrift on a life raft, possibly 
survivors from the capsized lifeboats. One of the 
survivors rescued died enroute to the hospital 
ship. Three officers, fourteen merchant mariners 
and twelve armed guards were lost”. 

The ship broke apart on a seam that had been 
previously patched. This was a common problem 
for the mass produced, prefabricated Liberty 
Ships. No SOS signal was sent from the vessel 
and reports state that its communication antennas 
were inoperable. Perhaps Dan Beard needed 
repairs and for that reason was headed to the 
shipyards in Belfast, Northern Ireland, birthplace 
of the Titanic. 
THANK YOU SEAMAN MANDONI 

Edward Mandoni had sent letters home during 
his service describing visits to London and other 
highlights of life in the Navy. His letter dated 
December 9th, 1944, indicated that he would be 
“home soon”. But it was in this torpedo attack on 
December 10th that Edward Mandoni, age 19, 
lost his life while serving our country, his body 
was never found. Classified as lost at sea, a 
monument that bears his name is meticulously 
maintained at Cambridge American Cemetery in 
Cambridge, England. Edward was survived by 

his father and 8 siblings. His brother Donald, at 
the time, was a Merchant Marine serving in New 
Guinea and brother Thomas was with the Army 
in Belgium. At some point, perhaps upon his 
death, Edward was promoted to Seaman First 
Class. 

Serving in a world war, this Cranford teenager 
took on an extremely hazardous duty that was 
relatively unheard of, it lacked the pride one had 
when serving on a sleek warship and the job 
received little to no publicity. But, without 
Edward Mandoni and his fellow guardsmen 
these cargo ships, themselves valued in total at 
$22,500,000,000, would have been defenseless. 
The value of the cargo carried cannot be 
measured and the safe arrival of these ships to 
their destinations played an extremely critical 
part in the Allied victory. Seaman First Class 
Mandoni and the United States Navy Armed 
Guard have earned all of the respect and 
gratitude to which they are entitled, and we are 
very fortunate to have the opportunity to tell 
their story.

SEAMAN 1ST CLASS EDWARD MANDONI (Continued from page 16)

A photo of the SS Dan Beard being loaded with 
a full-sized train locomotive shows the amazing 

ability to bring the treasures of American 
manufacturing to the battlegrounds of Europe. 

Over 2,800 jeeps and 440 Sherman Tanks could 
be self-loaded by the Liberty Ship’s own 

crane systems.

This is a monument to the lost Merchant 
Marines and U.S. Navy Armed Guard crew 

members of the SS Dan Beard, who were lost off 
the coast of Porthgain, in Southern Wales. It 

features the 4 inch bow cannon that was 
recovered by a sport diver in 2005 and is 

amazingly well preserved after being under the 
sand for over 60 years. Our Hometown Hero 

would have handled this big gun in training and 
defense of 410 foot Liberty Ship.

On board the 410 foot long, 10,000 ton cargo 
Liberty Ship, approximately 30 Armed Guards 

were onboard to man the cannons and anti-
aircraft machine guns that offered some defense 
against attacking planes and surfaced U-boats.

The logo of the U.S. Navy Armed Guard shows 
our National Symbol wearing a sailor’s cap and 
clutching enemy aircraft in its talons. The motto 

of the Armed Guard is fitting “We Aim 
To Deliver!”
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e IV Hydration 
e Filler 
e PCDC 
e Botox 
e Weight Loss 

Jennifer Couso & Priscilla Ramos 
Board Certified Nurse Practioners 

Call for a FREE Consultation 

908-333-2966 
19 Holly Street, Suite 13  

Cranford, NJ 07016 
jpbeautyaesthetics.com
Follow Us on Instagram and FaceBook 

            @jpbeautyaesthetics

e Body Sculpting 
e Microneedling 
e Hair Restoration 
e Laser Hair Removal 
e Tattoo Removal

Full Service Aesthetic Procedures

APRIL SPECIAL 
FIRST TIME 

CLIENTS GET 
10% OFF 

With this coupon. Can not be combined 
with other offers. Expires 4/30/24.

WESTFIELD COMMUNITY CONCERT BAND SPRING CONCERT - APRIL 12
The Westfield Community Concert Band will 

present its annual Spring Concert on Friday, April 
12 at 7:30 p.m. at Roosevelt Intermediate School, 
301 Clark Street in Westfield. Dr. Thomas 
Connors, conductor and music director of the 
band, has prepared a program which is 
highlighted by popular, traditional and 
contemporary selections for wind band.  
Admission is free and open to the public. 

The program will feature the band’s 
performance of the complete Candide Suite, 
written by Leonard Bernstein and adapted by 
Clare Grundman for wind band. Composed in 
1956 as operetta based upon a Voltaire’s novella 
of the same name, the music from this selection 
is widely featured in Maestro, the recent film 
about Bernstein.   

The program will also feature the music of 
Gilbert and Sullivan, renowned composers of 
British operettas, with a performance of the 
music from the ballet, Pineapple Poll. This 1951 
composition includes music from the most 
popular Gilbert and Sullivan operettas, including 
H.M.S. Pinafore, Pirates of Penzance and The 
Mikado. This arrangement has been performed 
leading wind bands, including the United States 

Marine Band, “The President’s Own”. 
The band also performs Epic March, by John 

Ireland, Savannah River Holiday, by Ron Nelson, 
and Music for a Festival, by popular 
contemporary composer, Philip Sparke.  

The band, in its 112th concert season, will also 
be presenting its annual Summer Concert Series 
on Thursdays, June 20, June 27, July 4 and July 
11 in Westfield’s Mindowaskin Park. 

Experienced area musicians may inquire about 
joining the band by contacting Barry Rosenberg, 
band president, at 908-337-9073 or by email at 
info@westfieldcommunityband.com. The band 
rehearses each Wednesday evening from 7:00 
p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in the community room located 
in the Westfield Municipal Building, 425 East 
Broad Street, and performs throughout the year.  

The band is sponsored in part by the Westfield 
Recreation Department, Megan Schaffer, 
Director. The band’s concerts are made possible 
by funds from the Union County Office of 
Cultural & Heritage Affairs, a partner of the New 
Jersey State Council on the Arts.
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COMPLETE SET OF STEPS 
Up to 6 Feet, 5 Steps / Brick, Limestone & Concrete 

    $3,750

Carbon Monoxide  
is invisible, 
odorless,  

and can kill you!

You Home Improvement Connection

ROOFING

CHIMNEYS

GUTTERS

SIDING

MASONRY

STEPS FOUNDATIONS

MURSELI PRO 
CONSTRUCTION
908-361-6372

• All Work Guaranteed 

• 24/7 Emergency Service 

• 15% Senior Discount 

• Major Credit Cards 

• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

$600 OFF 
NEW SIDING JOB 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/30/24.

$350 OFF 
ANY ROOF REPAIR 
of $1,000 or more 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/30/24.

$150 
GUTTERS CLEANING 
(any Average House) 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/30/24.

$350 OFF 
ANY CHIMNEY REPAIR 

of $1,000 or more 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 

offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/30/24.

$400 OFF 
ANY FOUNDATION JOB 

of $2,000 or more 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 

offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/30/24.

ROOFINGMASONRY GUTTERSCHIMNEY
• CLEANING 
• RE-LINE 
• REPAIRS 
• REBUILD 
• CAPPING

• CLEANING 
• INSTALLATION 
• SCREENING 
• REPAIRS 
• REPLACEMENTS

• RE-ROOF 
• NEW ROOF 
• ROOF REPAIRS 
• SHINGLES 
• FLAT ROOF

• DRIVEWAYS 
• STEPS 
• BRICK & BLOCK 
• SIDEWALKS 
• REPAIR

FOUNDATION
• NEW  

FUNDATIONS 
• REPAIRS 
• WATERPROOFING

With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires 4/30/24.

With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires 4/30/24.

BEFORE AFTER

Easy & 
Effective 
Cleaning Long Term Preservation

Special
CHIMNERY LINER 

$1,300Special

Family 
Owned & 

Operated For 
20 Years

WHY SHOULD I USE A CHIMNEY LINING 
SYSTEM?• Protect your house from heat 
transfer combustibles 
• Protect the masonry from the corrosive 

by products of combustion 
• Provide a correctly sized flue for 

optimum efficiency of appliance

Save $1,000 ON ROOF 
REPLACEMENT 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Expires 4/30/24.
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KENILWORTH 
GARDEN CENTER 
kenilworthgarden.com

A&A Landscaping 908-276-4443 
Shrub Installations and Privacy Planting

Complete line of 
• Annuals • Easter Plants 
• Mother’s Day Flowers,  
• Hanging Baskets 
• Small Plants • Shrubs 
• Outdoor Garden Items 
• Amish Made Woodwork 
• Concrete Figurines  

and Religious Statues 
made in the USA.

491 Boulevard, Kenilworth 

908-272-6659 HIC#13VH01254900

Unique items at discounted prices.

THE FAMOUS AND 
THEIR FLOWERS

The Cranford Historical Society will host a 
presentation on Saturday, June 1st, 1 p.m., at the 
Cranford Community Center. Debra Nicholls of 
debrassimplegarden.com will discuss a unique 
group of famous men and women throughout 
history, from George Washington to Coco 
Channel to Queen Elizabeth, and their 
relationship with flowers and gardens. Stay for 
tea and cookies. Program is free but space is 
limited. Please RSVP to (908) 276-0082 or 
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.

GARAGE DOORS & ELECTRIC OPENERS 
Serving the Trade since 1938 

908-756-8541 
www.shusterdoors.com

J. W. Shuster 
& Son, Inc.

NJ Lic #13VH07727000 BBB Accredited Business

40TH ANNUAL QUILT SHOW – APRIL 20TH
baked goods, and beverages will benefit Willow 
Grove Church’s youth activities. 

For additional information, please contact 
harvestquilters.com or with questions email: 
harvestquiltersnj@gmail.com.

(above) Fiber artist Karen Hochman of 
Plainfield will show her creations and speak on 
“Everything Old is New Again, What Inspires 
You?” The award-winning hand-quilter is a 

former antique dealer and collector of vintage 
textiles. A Harvest Quilter since 1990, her quilts 

are influenced by and connected to women 
artists and makers of the past and present.

Courtesy photos

Harvest Quilters of Central NJ will present 
their 40th annual quilt show on Saturday, April 
20, 2024. The 40th Sharing the Quilts will be held 
at the Willow Grove Presbyterian Church, 1961 
Raritan Road, Scotch Plains, NJ from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Admission is $8 for adults, and $3 for 
children under twelve. 

At 10:30 a.m., fiber artist Karen Hochman of 
Plainfield will show her creations and speak on 
“Everything Old is New Again, What Inspires 
You?” The award-winning hand-quilter is a 
former antique dealer and collector of vintage 
textiles. A Harvest Quilter since 1990, her quilts 
are influenced by and connected to women artists 
and makers of the past and present. 

Kathy Anderson Lee of Plainfield will be 
recognized as 2024’s Featured Quilter with a 
special display of 17 colorful modern bed sized 
quilts. The chemical engineer and active STEM 
education volunteer began quilting in the 1980’s 
while living in North Carolina. After a hiatus 
from the craft to raise 2 children and work in oil 
research, she rediscovered her talent in 2018. 

“It was a revelation returning to quilting given 
all the advancements in technology, dyes, digital 
printing along with the new availability of 
international fabrics,” Lee said. 

Baby quilts made by members will be 
displayed and later donated to a local women’s 
shelter. Several additional local charities will 
benefit from the sale of fabric and drawings for a 
queen-sized quilt and sewing themed gift baskets. 

In addition to viewing a full array of modern, 
traditional, art and wall-hanging quilts, attendees 
can participate in viewer’s choice awards, kid’s 
crafting table and vendor sales area. 

A tearoom offering lunch, snacks, homemade 
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528 N. Michigan Ave. Kenilworth, NJ • 908-688-8333 
Hours: Monday - Saturday: 7:30 am - 5:00 pm • Sunday: Closed 

We accommodate the trade as well as the do-it-yourselfers! We are always ready to assist.
SOIL 

Compost.....................................$30 
Jersey Brown.............................$40 

MULCH 
Black Dyed................................$33 
Brown Dyed..............................$33 
Red Dyed...................................$35 
Hardwood .................................$24 
Playground................................$35 

QUARRY BASE MATERIALS 
Mason Sand ..............................$60 
3⁄4 Clean Stone...........................$58 
Stone Dust.................................$39 
QP ...............................................$48 

DECORATIVE STONE 
3⁄8 Riverbed / Pea Gravel.........$73 

1 Riverbed .................................$88 
11/2-3 Riverbed ..........................$98 
3⁄8 Red Stone ..............................$80 
3⁄4 Red Stone ..............................$80 
3⁄4 Goose Egg ...........................$105 
2-4 Goose Egg .........................$135 
3⁄4 Arctic White........................$135 

Prices subject to change without notice.

HARDSCAPE 
• Cement 
• Cinder Block 
• Belgium Block  
• Curbing 
• Bluestone Treads 
• Diamond Blades 
• Limestone Treads 

TOOLS 
• Mason Tools  
• Landscape Tools 

DRAINAGE 
• Catch Basins 
• 3” & 4” Pipe 

LAWN & GARDEN 
• Grass Seed 
• Fertilizers 
• Peat Moss 
• Hay 
• Polymeric Sand 
• Paver Sealer 
• Paver Cleaner

ORDER ONLINE 
www.JerseyLandGarden.com

Prices 
per yard

FREE 
Same Day 
Delivery 
5-Yards or more. 

Union County 
only.

Largest Display 
of Cambridge Pavers 

in Union County

Largest Display 
of Cambridge Pavers 

in Union County

Waterfalls • Fireplaces  
• Fire Pits • Walls • Walkways  

• Patios • Curbs

Waterfalls • Fireplaces  
• Fire Pits • Walls • Walkways  

• Patios • Curbs
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CRANFORD HISTORIC 
PLAQUE AVAILABLE

The Cranford Historic Preservation Advisory 
Board has a limited number of distinctive, 8" x 
10" oval bronze plaques for residents of the North 
Cranford Historic District for $175 each. If you 
would like to own one of these distinctive 
plaques visit preservecranford.com and check the 
map on the home page to see if your house is 
eligible as a contributing home within the North 
Cranford Historic District. Plaques can be 
ordered by mail by sending a check payable to 
Cranford Historic Preservation Advisory Board 
(HPAB) along with your contact information to: 
HPAB 8 Springfield Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016. 
Plaques are hand delivered to your home. 

Questions? Write to 
preservecranford@yahoo.com. Plaques are 
bronze and are designed to be attached to the 
outside of your home.  They show your personal 
interest and commitment to preserving 
Cranford’s historical heritage.

FLEA MARKET APRIL 20
The First Baptist Church of Cranford will host 

a Spring Flea Market on Saturday, April 20, from 
9 a.m. until 2 p.m. The sale will take place in the 
church yard and in the annex building at 104 
High St, in Cranford. The event is rain or shine, 
indoors and outdoors. Vendors are encouraged to 
reserve a space in advance  and to bring their own 
tables. Table spaces are 6' long and $10 per space.  
A limited number of tables will be available to 
rent at an additional $10 per table. Items for sale 
include antiques and collectibles, toys, records, 
books, ephemera, African art, vintage furniture, 
lamps, household, women's clothing, accessories, 
china, costume jewelry, useful and decorative 
items, etc. We welcome all. The list is growing! 
Register for your space today by calling 
(908)380-9469 or email FBCCranford@aol.com.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO ADVOCATE FOR 
UNION COUNTY CHILDREN IN FOSTER CARE

Five-year-old Jennifer is diagnosed with 
autism and almost completely nonverbal. Due to 
excessive violence in the family home, a 
concerned neighbor called for help and, after 
investigation, Jennifer was placed in foster care. 
The two phrases Jennifer can say graphically 
depict violence witnessed at home and confirm 
trauma she’s endured. Since entering care and 
being enrolled in school, it’s evident Jennifer has 
also experienced educational neglect. At age 
three, she was entitled to an Individualized 
Education Plan from the Department of 
Education to provide such intervention services 
as in-home speech and behavioral therapies, both 
helpful for future enrollment in a half-day 
educational program. Unfortunately, Jennifer’s 
parents neglected to utilize these services and she 
is now more than two years behind her peers. 

Jennifer is just one of the more than 500 
children removed from home in Passaic and 
Union counties each year due to abuse and 
neglect. These children are separated from all 
they’ve ever known: parents, siblings, friends, 
teachers, and their belongings. For Jennifer, the 
road ahead is long, and she needs a caring, 
consistent adult in her corner to protect her best 
interests while in foster care. That’s where Court 
Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) volunteers 
come in. 

A CASA volunteer is trained on the ins and 
outs of advocating for child-victims and fully 
supported by CASA staff for the duration of the 
case. No special background in child welfare is 
necessary; successful CASA volunteers are 
dedicated community members with varied life 
experiences who believe abuse and neglect are 
non-negotiable. CASA volunteers visit the 
children, make unbiased observations, interview 
others in the child’s life, and make 
recommendations to the judge. They often are the 
only consistent adult in the life of a child 
involved in the child welfare system, as 
caseworkers, professionals, and even placements 

can be ever-changing. A CASA volunteer 
provides continuity during a time of chaos and 
unknowns. 

There are currently hundreds of Union County 
children in need of a CASA volunteer! Plans are 
underway for an advocate training class.  

To learn more, attend an information session 
either Monday, April 22, at 5:30 p.m. at the Clark 
Public Library, 303 Westfield Avenue in Clark, 
or Tuesday, April 30, at 10 am at the CASA 
office, 1143 East Jersey Street, Second Floor in 
Elizabeth. Register now at  

casapassaicunion.org/info-session. 
ABOUT CASA OF PASSAIC AND 
UNION COUNTIES: 

The nonprofit is court-empowered to recruit, 
train and support volunteer advocates to speak up 
for the best interests of children in foster care. 
Assigned by a court order that grants access to 
the child and all those in their lives, the CASA 
volunteer gathers information and makes 
informed recommendations to the judge deciding 
the child’s future. Often, the CASA volunteer is 
the only consistent person in the child’s life. For 
more information about CASA of Passaic and 
Union Counties, call 973-832-4002, e-mail 
info@casapassaicunion.org or log on to 
www.casapassaicunion.org.

(above) There are currently hundreds of Union 
County children in need of a CASA volunteer! 

WE CLEAN UP NOT YOUR POCKETS 
Specializing in Attic Basement Garage Cleanouts 

ALL PHASES OF INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR DEMOLITION 
Specializing in Bathroom & Kitchen demolition 

Container Rentals 10 – 15 cu. yds 

908-759-1463 
dancedemolitionandcleanupnj.com

License: 13VHO1843500
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CARRIE JACKSON QUINTET TO PLAY SALEM ROADHOUSE CAFÉ- APRIL 13
What’s the common thread? They’re all great 
musicians playing the kind of music people like 
to hear. There’s no message, just music. 

Now in its 16th year of operation, the 
Roadhouse started in 2008 by members of 
Townley Presbyterian Church with a grant from 
the Presbytery of Elizabeth. Hey — that’s why 
we’re located where we are, Townley 
Presbyterian Church, 829 Salem Rd, Union, NJ. 
The Roadhouse operates as a non-profit that 
raises funds for several carefully chosen local 
charities. That’s its social mission. 

But the many musicians who’ve played the 
Salem Roadhouse Café see it as a solid 
performance venue. They love it because of its 
special intimacy and great audiences. They say 
people here “really listen.” Ask any of the 
musicians you meet here — they love to play the 
Roadhouse, and they want to come back often. 

The Salem Roadhouse Café has raised funds 
for many carefully chosen charities. They 
include: The Presbytery of Elizabeth E-port 
Center, Center For Hope Hospice, Community 
Food Bank, Monarch Housing, Angel Paws 
Animal Rescue, National MS Society, Haiti 
Disaster Relief, Hurricane Sandy Disaster Relief, 
The Union County YWCA Domestic Violence 
Program, Making It Possible To End 

Homelessness, Camp Johnsonburg, The Music 
Institute, and others. For 2024 the chosen charity 
if the Gateway YMCA's Children's Summer 
Camp Programs. Many thousands of dollars have 
been raised for these deserving charities.

On Saturday, April 13 at 8 p.m., Carrie 
Jackson, the quintessential jazz vocalist, will 
present “What Is Jazz?” 

With a dynamic backup group featuring 
keyboards, bass, drums, and saxophone to back 
up her musical travels through the history of jazz, 
Carrie will also have a question-and-answer 
period after the music for all patrons at the show 
to participate in. All of this is in celebration of 
April - National Jazz History Month. 

This is expected to be a full house show. Doors 
will open at 7:15 p.m. 

From the golden era of Jazz to the present, 
Carrie brings her clear, unique jazz vocal styles 
to life. Her smooth, sultry sound has captivated 
thousands, garnering a very loyal following. 

As always, the Salem Roadhouse Café is live, 
intimate, up front, and personal. All ages are 
welcome. 
ABOUT SALEM ROADHOUSE CAFÉ 

It’s not “church music.” It’s music music. 
Folks who’ve come to the Salem Roadhouse 
Café know that it’s a clean, safe place for people 
who enjoy listening to live music — in a world 
otherwise filled with clubs and bars. The 
Roadhouse has always offered its stage to local 
and independent mainstream musicians. Jazz, 
rock, folk, and other groups have performed. 

Plan Ahead - Call Today 

908-272-0370 
See our full menu online at: 

mrjsdeliincranford.com 
15 Walnut Ave. Cranford, NJ

• Wrap Platters 
• Salads • Wings 
• Chicken Fingers

Mr. J’s Deli

• 3-6 Foot Sub Sandwiches
• Sloppy Joe Platters 
• Hot & Cold Foods 
• Sub Platters 

MARCH MADNESS 
Watch-Party Specialist 

Full Meals and Snacks 
for Any Size Get-Together 

from First Round to Finals!
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ALL PIPES 
Plumbing 

Heating and 
Air Conditioning 

Master Plumber Lic. #12951 

Located in 
Cranford, NJ 

Joe Neglio 

908-499-9092 

Bonded & 
Insured 

GREEN ACRES 
LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

If you have a Landscape, Fence, 
Wall Need, Simply Call Our Number 

908-966-4876
• Commercial & Residential Lawn Maintenance 
• Brick Pavers 
• Fences 
• Outdoor Bars 
• Outdoor Kitchens 
• Retaining Walls 
• Snow Plowing 
• SOD Installation 
• Mulch Installation 
• Mosquito Control & Fertilizer Programs 
• Natural & Cultured Stone Installed 
• Sprinkler & Drainage Systems 

GreenAcresConstructionLandscape.com 

• Construction and Paving 
• Drainage System Solutions 
• Exterior Landscape Design 
• Grounds Maintenance 
• Landscape Installation 
• Landscape Maintenance 
• Hardscape Lighting 
• Landscape Design

Email: greenacresnj@yahoo.com 
Follow us:               Verified Reviews

Licensed, Bonded and Fully Insured 
NJ Cont. Lic# 13VH03679800 
Brands: Cambridge, Grinnell

CRANFORD FIRE DEPARTMENT PROMOTIONAL AND HIRING CEREMONY
The Cranford Fire Department held a 

promotional and hiring ceremony on February 
23, 2024. Douglas Petschow was promoted to the 
rank of Battalion Chief, Wesley Ditzel was 
promoted to the rank of Lieutenant, and Travis 
Literate was sworn in as probationary Firefighter. 

“I am proud of these individuals and the effort 
they put into the promotional and hiring process. 
They all worked extremely hard to get to this 
point. They are all dedicated to the safety and 

well-being of the residents and will work hard to 
ensure the values and traditions of the Cranford 
Fire Department are upheld. I would like to thank 
the Township Committee and Administrator 
Lavona Patterson for their continued support and 
for always making public safety in Cranford a 
high priority. These promotions and hiring 
maintains or current staffing level. We truly 
appreciate their support and commitment to 
public safety in Cranford.” said Chief Czeh.

(above) Battalion chief Doug Petchow surrounded by family  
being sworn in by mayor Brian Andrews.

Courtesy photoss

(above) Call Firefighter Michael Bachmann 
and Chief Dan Czeh

(above) Lieutenant Wesley Ditzell III surrounded by family  
being sworn in bymayor Brian Andrews.

(above) Probationary firefighter Travis Literate 
and Chief Dan Czeh

Residential Commercial

Colonia, NJ BlueStreakNJ.com

(732) 596-7525 
ROOF WASHING 

POWER WASHING 
GUTTER CLEANING
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• Patios • Brick Pavers • Driveways • Steps  
• Sidewalks • Belgium Blocks • Retaining Walls  
• Limestone • Fire Pits • Outdoor Kitchens & Bars

732-558-4630 • AvellinoNJ.com 

NJ lic.#13VH06792500
• Financing Available 
• Special Discounts 

• 50% off Sales Tax 

All Major Credit Cards Accepted w y [ t
725 Rahway Ave - Elizabeth 

908-354-8533 • 908-352-2232 
www.jacobsonappliances.com

FREE DELIVERY 
Open Mon. & Thurs. 10am - 7pm;  
Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10am - 6pm; 
Sat 10am- 5pm; Sun - closed

$25 OFF FOR CRANFORD 
RESIDENTS & BUSINESSES 

One per customer. Can not be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase 
of $399.00. must present this coupon at time of purchase. Offer Expires 4/30/24.

BATTALION CHIEF ARTHUR ANDERSON RETIRES
Cranford Fire Department 

Battalion Chief Arthur “Chip” Anderson 
retired from the Cranford Fire Department 
effective March 1, 2024. Battalion Chief 
Anderson began serving as a Call Firefighter in 
1995. He was sworn in as a Career Firefighter in 
1999 and served as a Fire Inspector, Lieutenant, 
and Battalion Chief during his career. 

B/C Anderson has garnered the respect of 
everyone that worked with him during his 25 
years of service in the Cranford Fire Department. 

Chief Dan Czeh stated “Seeing B/C Anderson 
retire is bittersweet. While we are happy for him 

and his family, we are sad to see him leave. B/C 
Anderson set a positive example of how to be a 
public servant. He worked hard for 25 years. 
During that time his positive attitude and work 
ethic never swayed. He served as a mentor to our 
young generation of firefighters and was always 
loyal to the township and our great department. 
We are all proud to have served with B/C 
Anderson and will miss his integrity, positive 
energy, and sense of humor. We wish B/C 
Anderson the best of health, happiness, and 
success on his new journey in life and 
congratulate him on an outstanding career.”

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Proudly serving Middlesex, Somerset, Morris 

Union, & surrounding counties for over 30 years!

Lic#13VH00483900

Call now for your free, no obligation estimate! 

732-981-0800 
DoubleDConstructionNJ.com

$250 OFF ANY JOB 
of $5,000 or More

Follow us on Facebook 
DoubleDConstructionNJ

4Roofing 
4Siding 
4Gutters 
4Windows

4Doors 
4Decks 
4Interior 
4And More

EXPLORE 0% 
APR FINANCING 
FOR YOUR PROJECT 

Up to 18 Months  
or promotional period only.

(908) 276-5367 
(201) 666-0003 

358 North Avenue East 
Cranford, NJ 

www.reynolds-plumbing.net

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Lou DiFabio 
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio 
Lic. #11749

REYNOLDS PLUMBING

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
ALL PHASES OF ELECTRICAL WORK 
Electrical Repair • Control Wiring • Circuit Breakers 
Electrical Panels • Smart Home Services • Boilers  

• Smoke Detectors • FREE Estimates
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT - 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

201-600-3530 
SHORT CIRCUIT SPECIALIST

Lic.# 
888400

Bonded 
& Insured

WIRED RITE 
ELECTRICAL SERVICE
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SPRING EVENTS FOR CHILDREN
preschool-aged children (ages 3-5) and 
Thursdays are for babies and toddlers. Bring a 
blanket or chair to sit on. In the event of 
inclement weather, this event will be cancelled. 

Help us divert materials from landfill while 
encouraging environmentally friendly creation at 
our third annual Community Art Swap! The art 
swap is for creators of all ages: children, teens, 
and adults. Bring new or gently used arts and 
craft materials to the Community Center and 
swap them for something new on Saturday, April 
13 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Everyone—
whether they have a donation or not—is welcome 
to drop in from 12:00 to 2:00 p.m. to pick up as 
many art supplies as they’d like. The last two 
hours of the swap are pickup only, please do not 
bring donations after 12:00 p.m. 

You can make the swap amazing by sticking 
to four simple rules: 

1. Arts and craft materials only 
2. Donations must be fit for reuse (new or 

gently used, not expired) 
3. Donations must fit in your car 
4. When in doubt, use the "bestie" rule: ask 

yourself, "would I give this item to my best 
friend?" 

HOW TO PARTICIPATE: 
Bring your donations to the swap! 
Can't make the swap but have materials to 

share? Drop donations off in the Children's 
Department from April 8-12! 

Pre-swap your most loved goodies on the 
Facebook event page. Share the art supplies you 
have and those you want on this page. Line up 
some sweet swaps and then exchange goods at 
the event! 

Follow the Facebook Event Page for updates 
and reminders.

Cranford Public Library 
Fans of graphic novels and comics in grades 

3-5 are invited to join us for Graphic Novel Book 
Club on Monday, May 6 at 6:00 p.m. This month, 
we’ll be reading The Aquanaut by Dan Santat. 
Can a ragtag group of ocean critters save the 
residents of a sea park? You’ll have to read it to 
find out! Participants will read the book on their 
own before the meeting, we’ll discuss the title 
and complete some fun, book-related activities. 
Registration is required and space is limited: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/848781517367?aff
=oddtdtcreator Once you’ve registered, you can 
stop by the library to check out a copy of the 
graphic novel. 

Move & Groove with Miss Jolie on Tuesday, 
April 2 from 10:15 to 11:00 a.m. Children ages 
1-6 are invited to sing and dance with Miss Jolie! 
This lively, musical program will have everyone 
up and moving. No registration required. This 
free program is sponsored by the Friends of the 
Library and will be held in the A/V Room of the 
Cranford Community Center. 

Learn all about the importance of bees with 
Pointer Bee Farm on Monday, April 22 at 6:30 
p.m. Get an up-close look at an observation hive 
and pick up some pointers on saving pollinators. 
This program is best suited to elementary-aged 
children. Registration is not required, but space 
is limited and may be unavailable to latecomers. 
This free program is sponsored by the Friends of 
the Library. 

The Cranford Public Library will resume their 
outdoor storytime series at Hanson Park from 
April 8 through May 23. Mondays are aimed at 

WOOD FLOORS 
Sand • Stain • Refinish • Repairs • Installation 

CARPET & RUGS 
Clean • Stretch • Sanitize • Repairs • Bind 
RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET 

A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC. 
116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ 

908-913-4650 
Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard 

10% Discount On labor only. Materials not included. Cannot 
be combined with other offers. Exp. 4/30/24.

a u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile 
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall  

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical 
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Electrical Lic. # 14616  
& Plumbing w #8660

PAYLESS ROOFING 
Roofing & Repairs • Metal Roofing 

Window Replacements • Vinyl Siding 
Emergency Repairs 

Many References         22 Years 

Call 908-486-0866 
or 973-906-8404 

   Lic # 13VH00418100
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CRANFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY ADULT EVENTS

Literary Cafe 
Saturday, April 13, at 10:15am 

Literary Café is a book chat program. The 
format is simple: Bring a few of your recent 

favorite books and tell the other members of the 
group what you like about them. If you don’t 

have a copy of the book you want to talk about, 
that’s okay, too. The books can be new or old, 
fiction or non-fiction, classic or contemporary. 
There is no required reading, and you will have 

the opportunity to learn about books 
recommended by other group members. Attend 
as many sessions as you’d like. Admission is 

free and all are welcome. Refreshments 
sponsored by the Friends of the Cranford Public 

Library. Patrons are welcome to join us in 
person or online. 

Trivia Night 
Wednesday, April 17, at 7pm 

Join us for another fun evening of trivia! This 
free event is hosted by the Friends of the 
Cranford Public Library! Join us in the 

Community Room on the first floor of the 
Community Center! Feel free to bring your own 

snacks and (non-alcoholic) drinks. Prizes 
awarded to the winning team. Please visit our 

website or contact the library to register.  
Theater Project 

Saturday, April 20, at 2pm 
The Friends of the Cranford Public Library 
invite everyone to attend a live theatrical 

performance -back in person! New Jersey’s own 
Theater Project will present a reading of an 

original short play. The reading will be 
followed by a question and answer session with 

the audience, director, playwright and cast. 
Funds benefiting the Theater Project have been 
provided by the Union County LAP Grant and 
the Friends of the Cranford Public Library. No 

registration needed! 
The Roots of Black Music in America 

Monday, April 29, at 7pm 
Producer, songwriter, teacher, and troubadour, 

Karlus Trapp presents his delightful, 
educational and entertaining presentation and 

concert, “The Roots of Black Music in 
America.” Sponsored by the Friends of the 

Cranford Public Library. 

Movie Night 
Wednesday, April 3, at 7pm 

Movies are back! Join us the first Wednesday of 
the month for a screening of a recently released 

DVD! Please visit our website or contact the 
library for film titles.  

International Film 
Monday, April 8 at 2pm and 7pm 

International films are back! Join us for an 
International film screening. The same film will 
be shown at 2pm and 7pm. Please contact the 

library for the film title.  
Adults Create 

Tuesday, April 9, at 7pm 
Join us the 2nd Tuesday of every month for 

crafts! Sponsored by the Friends of the 
Cranford Public Library. Space is limited; 

please visit our website or contact the library to 
register.  

Friends of the Library Used Book Sale 
Thursday, April 11 - Saturday, April 13 
Looking for some good reading at bargain 
prices? The Friends of the Cranford Public 

Library invite you to visit their Used Book Sale 
in the Cranford Public Library’s Friendly Book 

Cellar from Thursday, April 11, through 
Saturday,  April 13, 2024. Saturday is bag day. 

We provide the bags. Browse through 
thousands of books at low prices. This sale is 

open to all, and registration is required. 
Registration is required and can be done 

through our website or by calling the library. 
Attendees are invited to sign up for a one hour 
session, starting on the hour. PLEASE SIGN UP 
FOR ONE SESSION ONLY; reservations for 
multiple sessions on one day will be canceled 
except for the first session booked . 

Only cash and checks are accepted; no credit 
or debit cards. Registration is required.  

Community Art Swap 
Saturday, April 13, from 10am-2pm 

Help us divert materials from the landfill while 
encouraging environmentally friendly creation 

at our third annual Community Art Swap! Bring 
new or gently used arts and craft materials to 

the Community Center and swap them for 
something new on Saturday, April 13 from 

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Everyone—whether 
they have a donation or not—is welcome to 
drop in from 12:00 to 2:00 p.m. to pick up 

whatever they’d like. The last two hours of the 
swap are pickup only, please do not bring 

donations after 12:00 p.m.  

224 Walnut Ave, Cranford, NJ 07016 • (908) 709-7272 • www.cranfordlibrary.org 
Monday - Thursday: 10 AM - 9PM; Friday, Saturday: 10 AM - 5 PM; Sunday: closed

SPRING BOOK SALE 
EVENT

Friends of the Cranford Public 
Looking for some good reading at bargain 

prices? The Friends of the Cranford Public 
Library invite you to visit their used book sale in 
the library's "Friendly Book Cellar." Browse 
through shelves full of thousands of books and 
make as many selections as you'd like! Most 
hardcover adult books are $2.00 and paperback 
books are $1.00. Most children's books are 25 
cents or 50 cents! 

The Book Sale will take place on April 11th 
(1-8 p.m.), Friday, April 12st (10 a.m. - 5 p.m.), 
and Saturday, April 13th (10 a.m. - 2 p.m.).  April 
13th will be bag day. For just $8, you can fill a 
shopping bag with books. Cash or checks only. 
Registration is required and can be done so at 
cranfordlibrary.org/friends.php or via the QR 
code provided. 

The Friends look forward to seeing you at the 
"Friendly Book Cellar." The Friends of the 
Library is a non-profit organization. Proceeds of 
all book sales and monetary donations benefit 
library programming and events for all ages 
throughout the year. 

These sales are only made possible because of 
your book donations. Book donations in good to 
new condition are welcomed and appreciated, 
any time during library hours. Library staff at the 
front desk can help direct you. While we 
welcome donations, please note that we cannot 
accept the following: encyclopedias, textbooks, 
moldy/musty/soiled/outdated/damaged books, 
audiocassettes, VHS tapes. Thank you for your 
consideration!

(above) Friends of the Cranford Public Library 
will hold a Spring Book Sale Event 

April 11-13, 2024.

STEPHANIE GARDENS 
GARWOOD, NJ

1 BR starting at $1,769 
Heat & hot water included. Cats allowed. 
Conveniently located in residential area. 

Call for Availability. 
908.789.9198 

Professionally managed by DanJon Management Corp., Inc.

HOBBIE & HOBBIE 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW, LLC

EDWARD J. HOBBIE MARK E. HOBBIE

908-276-4777 
hobbieandhobbie.com 
fax: 908-709-1663 
edward@hobbieandhobbie.com mark@hobbieandhobbie.com 

476 South Avenue. East, Cranford, NJ 07016-0863 

Celebrating 40 years of service to Cranford

• Estate Administration 
• Will and Trusts 
• Elder Law 
• Real Estate

SUBURBAN PAVING COMPANY
Specializing in Asphalt Driveways, Parking Lots,  
Belgium Block Curbing, Sidewalks, Seal Coating 

908-925-0444 
908-928-0031

Serving All 
Union County
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VILLAGE INSURANCE AGENCY 
95 Westfield Avenue  •  Clark, NJ  •  732-396-4466 
www.Village-Insurance.com
Auto • Home • Business

We are agents for 26 major companies including 
Progressive, Travelers, CNA, Hanover and NJ Skylands

Aldo Tripicchio 
Serving the Cranford community since 1979.

To help you prepare for life’s challenges,  
Village Insurance offers a wide range of  
services and products for individuals,  
families and businesses who are seeking  
financial protection and peace of mind. 

We do business the old fashioned way,  
through personal relationships. 90% of our  
business comes from satisfied clients’ referrals.

Save up to 40% by bundling  
auto and home insurance.

Call us for a FREE estimate 
before you renew your insurance.

NEW FOOD PANTRY AND CLOTHING BUILDINGS CELEBRATED
St. Joseph Social Service Center 

The St. Joseph’s community, encompassing 
residents from Elizabeth and volunteers and 
supporters from five counties in New Jersey, 
came together on February 24, 2024, to 
celebrate the opening of two new buildings on 
its campus. The new food pantry building is 
already in use, and the second building will 
ultimately be used for clothing distribution. 

The cold weather was no match for the warm 
spirit of compassion and caring that animated 
the event and has guided the agency for the past 
38 years. All in attendance toured the new 
buildings and participated in a moving 
dedication ceremony that concluded with an 
uplifting blessing offered by Father Anthony 
Randazzo of Holy Trinity Roman Catholic 
Church in Westfield. 

The two new buildings represent the first 
phase of an ambitious capital improvement plan 
to improve and expand services to families and 
children in need in Elizabeth and to fulfill St. 
Joseph’s vision to serve those experiencing 
homelessness and poverty with dignity.  The 
new food pantry building will allow St. Joseph’s 
to offer a better food pantry model – an 
individual choice food pantry.  With this model, 
clients will come at an appointed time and will 
be able to choose their food based on their 
personal and cultural preferences.  The new 
clothing building will be used as temporary 
program space during the next wave of 
renovations and ultimately will be used to offer 
clothing and home goods in a more dignified 
environment. 

“Dignity has been a core value of the agency 
since our founding in 1986,” noted Bernadette 
Murphy, Executive Director.  “Our goal is to help 
people acquire the material items they need to 
live with dignity.  We believe that it is vital for 
our clients to receive food, clothing, supplies and 
support services in an environment that fosters 

dignity, where individuals experiencing poverty 
and homelessness are truly welcomed as sisters 
and brothers.”  

Daisy Trocan, a member of the Board of 
Trustees, spoke at the dedication event about 
what these new buildings will mean to Elizabeth 
residents.  As a child her family relied on support 
from the agency during difficult times.  “The love 
and support my family received from St. Joseph’s 
meant so much to us,” Trocan reflected. 

Harold “Kess” Kessler, who has overseen the 
capital improvement plan from its inception 
several years ago, remarked that work has already 
begun on the second phase of the construction 
plan.  Over the next year, the main hall on 
campus will be transformed into a multipurpose 
space with private offices for mental health 
counseling and case management services, new 
facilities for the soup kitchen program, spaces for 
the Adult Learning Center and health and 
nutrition workshops and diagnostic testing, and a 
reception area where residents can obtain 
information about agency programs and 
community services.  Karen Maher, President of 
the Board of Trustees, noted that these new 
spaces will “allow the agency to expand services 
to the community, particularly in the areas of 
physical and behavioral health.” 

Six days a week a dedicated team of 6,000 
volunteers from Elizabeth, Union, Westfield, 
Cranford, Mountainside, and dozens of other 
communities, make sandwiches for the hungry in 
their kitchens, bring food, clothing and home 
goods, serve meals at the soup kitchen and help 
with the operations of the agency. St. Joseph’s 
serves over 3.500 individuals annually. The 
organization helps Elizabeth residents access 
food, medicine, mental health counseling, adult 
education, clothing and a myriad of additional 
healthcare and support services.  

To learn more about St. Joseph’s please visit 
sjeliz.org.

Photos from this and other events canbe found online at rennamedia.com 
and on the Renna Media   page on facebook.com. 

Feel free to “Like,” “Tag,” and “Share.”

(above) A moving dedication ceremony 
concluded with an uplifting blessing offered by 

Father Anthony Randazzo of Holy Trinity 
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.

SAVE 5% 
ON ONE SERVICE AGREEMENT WITH PREPAY 

SAVE 10% 
ON TWO SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH PREPAY 

New customers only. Expires April 30, 2024.
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House Calls, Open 6 Days, Evening hours 

570 South Ave E, Bldg. G | Cranford, NJ 07016 

Make your appointment today! 908.272.7990 

“Family care for newborns through 100”

With this coupon presented at time of estimates of up to $10,000.  
Offer Valid for the 2024 season for new customers only.  

One coupon per customer cannot be combined with other offers. 

NEW CUSTOMER DISCOUNT 

10% OFF 
ANY SERVICE

JERSEY WOOD FLOORING 
INSTALLATION & DUST FREE SANDING 

908-884-8213
Fully insured and licensed. 

Since 1998 
 

Scotch Plains

NJIO SPRING CONCERT – APRIL 21, 2024
New Jersey Intergenerational Orchestra 

(NJIO) will present its Spring Concert on 
Sunday, April 21st, 2024 at 3 pm at Crescent 
Avenue Presbyterian Church in Plainfield. This 
Concert celebrates NJIO’s 30th Anniversary and 
is free and open to the public. Donations are 
gratefully accepted. The Concert will be 
followed by a ticketed Gala at the same location. 

NJIO’s 30th Anniversary Concert will feature 
a spectacular young opera star, soprano Sydney 
Dardis. Ms. Dardis will perform with NJIO what 
is known as “Four Last Songs” by Richard 
Strauss, completed in 1948 when the composer 
was 84. According to the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic, they are “songs of farewell – to 
life, to art, to a vanished world. There is nothing 
like them in music for the sheer intensity of their 
concentrated, gentle heartache. It is music so 
bewitchingly sensuous, so achingly nostalgic, so 
subtle in its interweaving of vocal and 
instrumental textures as to defy description.” 

Ms. Dardis will also perform Lehar’s “Einer 
Wird Kommen” (Someone Will Come) from the 
operetta Der Zarewitsch (The Tsarevich). Ms. 
Dardis, a native of Laguna Niguel, California, 
received her Master of Music degree in Vocal 
Arts from The Juilliard School, where she 
studied with Darrell Babidge. Ms. Dardis 
completed her undergraduate degree from The 
Juilliard School as well. In 2023 Ms. Dardis was 
named a winner of the New York Regional 
District in the Metropolitan Opera National 
Council Auditions. 

NJIO Symphony will also play the popular 
Overture to Die Fledermaus by Johann Strauss 
II. 

NJIO’s Intermezzo Orchestra, conducted by 
Oliver Hagen, will perform music by John 
Williams, a movement of Brahms’ Symphony 
no. 3, and selections from Tchaikovsky’s 
Sleeping Beauty. The Prelude Ensemble, NJIO’s 
entry-level group, is conducted by Elizabeth 
Maliszewski. Prelude will be performing an 
arrangement of Haydn’s Surprise Symphony, 
Gauntlet, and Lucy Farr’s Barn Dance, as 
arranged by our own Graham Cohen. 

A celebration of NJIO’s 30th season will 
immediately follow the 30th Anniversary 
Concert. Guests will be entertained by NJIO 
musicians, a silent auction and a tricky tray, and 
a delicious dinner. For more information about 
the gala, please see: njio.org/gala 

Concert Details: 
Sunday, April 21st, 2024, at 3 pm  
(doors open at 2:40 pm) 
Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church 
716 Watchung Avenue 
Plainfield, NJ 07060 
Admission is free;  
donations are gratefully accepted.

www.vdsnj.com 
facebook.com/vdsnj 

email: vdsnjira@gmail.com 
908-964-4004 

406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

• Video Tape Transfers • DVD & FlashDuplication 
• High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning
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Advertise  
in 1 or all  
24 towns

Online at RennaMedia.com  
and NJLocalinfo.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET 
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY! 
Tina Renna 908-418-5586 • tinarenna@rennamedia.com 
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • joerenna@rennamedia.com 

202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

Renna Media offers a full  
range of marketing services,  
in print and online, hyper- 
local to regional, for every  
budget and market size. 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
We mail 160,000 newspapers  

to every home and business in  
24 towns. You can advertise  

in any number of towns.  
Ads start at $60. 

FULL COLOR PRINTING 
We print flyers and menus,  

full color, two sided,  
on coated stock for only 

$45 per thousand. 

DIRECT MAIL 
Insert your flyer into the  

newspapers and get it mailed  
to every home and business for  
$60 per thousand and as low as  

$30 per thousand for higher 
quantities. 

ONLINE MARKETING 
Online ads and press releases  
designed and placed to drive  

traffic to your website and get  
your phone ringing. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
We can design and/or manage  
your social media campaign  

from passive to aggressive plans  
customized to work within  

your budget. 

WEBSITE AND 
SEO SERVICES 

Start with an audit/analysis  
of your website giving you a  
report and recommendations  

for $250. 
 

It is highly recommended to  
have a marketing plan and  

budget before spending.   

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A  
FREE CONSULTATION. 

908-447-1295

Marketing 
Toolbox
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FLYERS 

$45 
PER 1,000

MENUS 

$85 
PER 1,000

• GET UNLIMITED CLICKS 
An alternative to expensive pay-per-click programs 

• FREE AD DESIGN AND COPYWRITING 
Advertising webpage includes many features 
including write-up, images, video, Google map, etc. 

• POSTS ARE SHARED THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA 
Posts shared on multiple Facebook pages and twitter. 

• PAID SEARCH ENGINE PROMOTIONS 
Posts are promoted by industry, key words and location. 

• TRACKABLE RESULTS 
All ads include a live view counter.

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

ONLINE ADS & PRESS RELEASES 
DRIVE LOCAL TRAFFIC TO YOUR WEBSITE $10 

PER POST 
Block of 20 for $200 

Single post is $20

Full Color Flyers and Menus Printed and Mailed  
to Every Home and Business in Town!
FLYERS - $45 PER THOUSAND 
8.5" x 11" / Full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock 
Tri-fold add $10 per thousand. Minimum order $450 

LARGE MENUS - PRINTING - $85 PER THOUSAND 
For quantities more than 50,000 cost is $55 per thousand. 
11"x17" / Full color /2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock. Min. order $850 
Includes folding (quarter fold or tri-fold, with or without coupons tab) 

INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS 
$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.) 
Minimum order $400

WEBSITE / SEO SERVICES STARTER 
WEBSITE 

$500

Call Walter at 201-478-7408 
email: wwwinnj@gmail.com

• STARTER WEBSITE: $500 
Basic static site that can be developed further 

• WEBSITE CREATION/UPDATE: $2,400  
Cost for average website: 12 pages, contact form, SEO friendly, responsive design 

• WEBSITE HOSTING: $300 PER YEAR 
Includes website hosting, software updates, monthly website content updates 

• SEO SERVICES: AVERAGE COST $1,000 - $2,000 PER MONTH 
Custom tailored solutions: Google Ranking, Local SEO, Social Marketing 

Call for free a consultation if you need  
help developing an online marketing plan.

Scan for 2nd Episode of  
Mind Your Own Local  
Business on YouTube.
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Keeping your car?  
Did you know you can purchase an 
extended warranty for your vehicle? 
 - coverage up to 120,000 miles - even if 
you did not buy it from Marano & Sons. 

 

Visit our website to value your car 

MaranoSonsAuto.com Buying & Selling Used Cars & Trucks Since 1955

Credit problems? Call us to get you approved!
Like us on 
Facebook!!!

507-13 South Avenue 908-789-1551 
150 South Avenue 908-789-0555 

Fax 908-789-1792

LOOKING FOR A CAR, TRUCK OR SUV? 
Visit our lots or shop at home. Search over 135 vehicles  
by Make / Model/ Year/ Color / Body type / Engine specs / etc.

Marano & Sons Auto Sales:  
Not only do we sell late model pre-owned vehicles, 

but we will buy your car! 
Any car no matter how old. We will buyout your lease,  

payoff your loan, pick it up at your house.

Two locations 

In Garwood, NJ


