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CALL 
TODAY!

ARNOLD’S 
PEST  

CONTROL 
Business license #90966A 
Complete Termite &  

Pest Control Since 1952 
From rats to bats,  

skunks to racoons,  
and squirrels to mice 

. . . and everything  
in between,  

WE CAN HELP. 

908-276-8062 
ArnoldsPestControl.com 
9 Quine Street, Cranford, NJ

C A L L  U S !

e IV Hydration 
e Filler 
e PCDC 
e Botox 
e Weight Loss 
e Body Sculpting 
e Hair Restoration 
e Laser Hair Removal 
e Microneedling 
e Tattoo Removal

FULL SERVICE AESTHETIC PROCEDURES

Jennifer Couso & Priscilla Ramos 
Board Certified Nurse Practioners 

Call for a FREE Consultation 

908-333-2966 
19 Holly Street, Suite 13  

Cranford, NJ 07016 

jpbeautyaesthetics.com

29TH ANNUAL EVENT RAISES MONEY FOR SCHOLARSHIPS
The Greater Westfield UNICO is so pleased to share the 

news about the success of our 29th annual pig roast, which 
historically provides scholarship funding for Westfield High 
School students. The event took place on January 27th at the 
Garwood Knights of Columbus, with attendees sharing a 
wonderful evening of fine food and drink. The scholarship 
funding comes from tickets sales and was enhanced by raffles 

of numerous gift baskets and donations from various local 
stores and companies. 

UNICO is an Italian-American organization that strives to 
incorporate our unique Italian heritage and culture into the 
lives of our members and surrounding communities. For more 
information  

visit: unicowestfield.wixsite.com/greater-westfield-un.
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Renna Media LLC, Publishers 
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016 

Westfield Monthly is published by Renna Media. 11,800 
newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every business 
and resident in Westfield, NJ. Although great care has been 
taken to ensure the information contained within is accurate, 
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or omissions.  

©2023 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced 
without written consent from Renna Media LLC. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone 
you know accomplish something amazing? 
We are interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your 
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

 
ADVERTISING 

Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ Westfield Monthly

OPENED 7 DAYS A WEEK 
 MON-FRI:  9:30 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
          SAT:  9:00 a.m. – 6:30 p.m. 
         SUN: 10:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

10% OFF 
ALL SERVICES 
With this coupon.Offer cannot 
be combined with membership 

points. Expires on 4.30.24

10% OFF 
ALL SERVICES 
With this coupon.Offer cannot 
be combined with membership 

points. Expires on 4.30.24

10% OFF 
ALL SERVICES 
With this coupon.Offer cannot 
be combined with membership 

points. Expires on 4.30.24

10% OFF 
ALL SERVICES 
With this coupon.Offer cannot 
be combined with membership 

points. Expires on 4.30.24

908-233-0370 
300 South Avenue 

Garwood, NJ

North Ave

South Ave

W
alnut Ave

W
alnut Ave

Lincoln Ave W

GARWOOD

WESTFIELD

CRANFORD

h
300 South Ave

Located in the mall 
of Kings Food Market

FREE PARKING IN A 
VERY BIG PARKING LOT!

"HUG IN A MUG" CAMPAIGN HITS 240 
Westfield Girl Scouts

Senior and Ambassador Scouts from Service 
Unit #52 successfully hosted the fourth annual 
Westfield Girl Scouts “Hug in a Mug” 
campaign. To connect with local seniors and 
individuals who may be homebound, these high 
school students collected mugs and filled them 
with coffee, hot chocolate, breakfast items, and 
sweets. 240 mugs were distributed to area 
residents through partnerships with Lifelong 
Westfield, First United Methodist Church, St. 
Helen's Church, Holy Trinity Church, and 
Sunrise Living. 

This project was undertaken in honor of the 

late William Kessinger. Mr. Kessinger, a 
paratrooper during the Korean War, was a 
grandfather figure to many in the 
Westfield/Scotch Plains area. Nicknamed the 
“Candyman”, he was famous for giving out 
sweets to local children. Each mug is assembled 
with several of his favorite treats. 

This campaign, the largest to date, was made 
possible through the wonderful generosity of the 
Westfield community. Westfield Girl Scouts 
wishes to thank the many troops, local donors, 
and the Westfield Memorial Library for 
supporting this effort.

(above) Westfield Girl Scouts Scouts from Service Unit #52 Courtesy photo
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153 Wild Hedge Lane, Mountainside 
6 Bedrooms | 6.1 Baths | $2,600,000

908 Harding Street, Westfield 
3 Bedrooms | 2 Baths | $1,161,000

523 Trinity Place #2DS, Westfield 
1 Bedroom | 1 Bath | 365,000

1043 South Avenue West, Westfield 
2 Bedrooms | 1 Baths | $350,000

852 Boulevard, Westfield 
4 Bedrooms | 2.2 Baths | $899,900

SOLD

SOLD

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT
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STUDENT MUSICIANS TO PERFORM WITH STATE AND REGIONAL 
Westfield Public Schools 

Three Westfield High School student 
musicians will perform this month with the All-
State Band, while 16 intermediate students were 
accepted into Region II ensembles. 

Twelfth graders Nolan Daly (Trumpet), 
Charlie Hu (Oboe), and Sarah Lincoln 
(Contrabass Clarinet) performed with the New 
Jersey Music Educators Association (NJMEA) 
All-State Band on February 23 in Atlantic City, 
followed by a performance on February 24 at the 
New Jersey Performing Arts Center in Newark. 

Performing in early March with Central Jersey 
Music Educators Association (CJMEA) Region 
II band, orchestra, and percussion ensembles at 
the intermediate school level are: 

Photos by Trevor Sindorf

(above, l-r) Sixteen Westfield Public Schools student musicians will perform with Region II 
intermediate school ensembles in March including the following students from Edison 

Intermediate School: Arboria Abrams, Olivia Alvaro, Serena Shih, Arianna Desai, Ethan Co, 
Alejandro Phillips Vazquez, Ajay Bastianpillai, Lilia Duval, Andrew Song, Emma Wang, 

and Arav Sheth. Photo by Westfield Public Schools

(above) Twelfth graders Nolan Daly (Trumpet), 
Charlie Hu (Oboe), and Sarah Lincoln 

(Contrabass Clarinet) performed with the NJ 
Music Educators Association All-State Band in 
Atlantic City, followed by a performance at the 

NJ Performing Arts Center in Newark.

• Arboria Abrams, Grade 8, Bassoon 
• Olivia Albano, Grade 7, Bassoon 
• Ajay Bastianpillai, Grade 8, Trumpet 
• Ethan Co, Grade 8, Violin 
• Arianna Desai, Grade 8, Violin 
• Lilia Duval, Grade 8, Violin 
• Alejandro Phillips Vazquez, Grade 8, Tuba 
• John Pranke, Grade 7, Tuba 

• Sarah Reed, Grade 8, Oboe 
• Riya Satwalekar, Grade 7, Violin 
• Arav Sheth, Grade 7, Clarinet 
• Serena Shih, Grade 8, Flute 
• Andrew Song, Grade 8, Viola 
• Annabelle Tao, Grade 7, French Horn 
• Emma Wang, Grade 6, Violin 
• Elizabeth Williamson, Grade 8, Clarinet
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LUXURY APARTMENTS FOR SENIORS 
316 South Ave., Fanwood, NJ  -  908-873-8622

• Intercom voice system 
• Vibrant activities calendar 
• Daily continental breakfast  
• Weekly hot lunch 
• Maintenance services & much more! 

FEATURES 
• 2 bedrooms • 2 bathrooms  
• Full modern kitchen  
• Large common areas including  

Living Room and Dining Room

Located in downtown Fanwood. Walking 
distance to train station and bus stops.

Limited 
Availability!

LANTERN HILL STAFF 
HELPS AT FOODBANK
Lantern Hill, the Erickson Senior Living-

managed community in New Providence, NJ, 
provides a robust package of benefits that reflect 
its commitment to financial stability, health and 
well-being, and work-life balance. In addition to 
multiple health care plans and choices, Lantern 
Hill offers 40 paid community volunteer hours. 
Other benefits include tuition reimbursement, 
401K with company match, generous paid time 
off, online training classes, advancement 
opportunities, and more.

(above, l-r) Lantern Hill Business Office 
Manager Debra Vlahakis, Director of General 

Services Ed Zappile, and Housekeeping 
Manager, recently volunteered at the 
Community FoodBank of New Jersey 

in Hillside.

GIRL SCOUTS HAVE A WEEKEND OF CANS, 
CREATIVITY, AND COMMUNITY

Submitted by Lucia Triolo WGS 
Westfield Girl Scouts successfully hosted its 

first Canstruction Jr. event on Saturday, Feb. 10. 
Seven teams of Junior, Cadette, Senior, and 
Ambassador Scouts took on the challenge of 
using canned goods to build various structures. 
The 4th-12th graders had up to six hours to 
complete the designs, with the goal of bringing 
attention to food insecurity in our area. 

On Sunday, the same teams returned to the 
Presbyterian Church in Westfield to sort and 
distribute the near 2,500 shelf-stable items. 
Recipient organizations included: 
• Presbyterian Church in Westfield, Westfield 
• Church of the Immaculate Heart Food Pantry, 

Scotch Plains 
• Valerie's Soup Kitchen, Plainfield 
• Little Flower Church Food Pantry, Berkeley 

Heights 
• David Brearley High School Care Closet, 

Kenilworth 
• St. Anne's Food Pantry, Garwood 
• St. Joseph's Social Services, Elizabeth 
• Osceola Presbyterian Church Food Pantry, 

Clark 
• El Centro Hispano Americano, Plainfield 

Canstruction® is an international campaign 
that raises awareness about hunger while 
facilitating the donation of thousands of pounds 
of canned food to those in need. Participants 
incorporate engineering, visual arts, mathematics, 
project management, and 3D rendering principles 

all while learning the importance of community 
service. 

Congratulations to the participating Girl 
Scouts on their hard work and creative approach 
to the design challenge.
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CULT CLASSIC HEATHERS THE MUSICAL: TEEN EDITION - MARCH 14, 15, 16
Young, Garrett Gao, Annabel Barker, Charlotte 
Cotroneo, Madeleine Smith, Alexandra Haar, 
Kiran Patel, Parker Ebert, Keaton Shepherd, 
Luella Mockbee, Valentina Ciucci, Ella 
Oberstein, Natalie Gonzalez, Francesca Hamrah, 
Owen Ing, Taylor Johnson, Caroline Morrelli, 
Mia Nuzzo, Mia Saco, Anna Salvato, Sophia 
Schwartz, Tessa Srebnik, Gabriella Zerafa, 
Maddy Cortes, Hana Forbes and Chloe 
McAuliffe. 

In addition to the on-stage talent, WHS 
students play a large role behind the scenes, 
working on the show’s costumes, makeup, props, 
lighting and sound, and designing and building 
the set. The award-winning Westfield High 
School Theatre Department is an inclusive 
community offering outstanding opportunities for 
all students to develop their skills in acting, 
technical theatre, and live performance. Its 
mission is to help every student reach their 

highest potential as an artist and as an individual.  
The Westfield High School Theatre 

Department is proud to be partnering with Caring 
Contact, an organization devoted to promoting 
emotional wellbeing and preventing emotional 
crises by providing opportunities for people to 
express themselves to compassionate listeners in 
a safe environment. Caring Contact will have 
information available at all performances of 
Heathers the Musical: Teen Edition. 

Tickets for Heathers the Musical: Teen Edition 
are $15 each and are on sale at 
whstd.booktix.com. Advance purchases are 
required as tickets will NOT be available at the 
door. Tickets are reserved seating. Performances 
are in the auditorium of Westfield High School, 
located at 550 Dorian Road. 

Heathers the Musical: Teen Edition is 
presented by arrangement with Concord 
Theatricals. Concordtheatricals.com.

The Westfield High School Theatre 
Department is proud to present Heathers the 
Musical: Teen Edition, March 14, 15, and 16. All 
performances are at 7:30 p.m. at Westfield High 
School and tickets may be purchased online only 
at whstd.booktix.com. 

Adapted from the 1988 cult classic film 
Heathers by Daniel Waters with music, lyrics and 
book by Laurence O'Keefe and Kevin Murphy, 
this darkly funny and edgy rock musical follows 
Veronica Sawyer (Rachel Klemm), a brainy 
“misfit” who struggles to survive teenage life at 
Westerberg High, where a hellish social hierarchy 
is ruled by the powerful and ruthless clique, the 
Heathers (Kelsey Dix, Lily Erneta, Alexa 
Marquet). When Veronica hustles her way into 
the trio, her dreams of popularity finally start to 
come true, until the Heathers play a cruel trick on 
Veronica’s best friend Martha Dunnstock (Nadia 
Rego). Enter the dark and mysterious rebel J.D. 
(Skyler Lipkind) who resolves to rid Westerberg 
of the Heathers and the rest of the popular elite 
forever. 

“While it is a “dark comedy,” Heathers 
addresses myriad issues that our students still 
struggle with, including bullying, peer pressure, 
self-acceptance and, for many kids, just trying to 
figure out who they truly are,” said Director, 
Daniel Devlin. “It's a very honest, unashamed 
look into the mirror and reveals just how rough 
things can be in a high school. The story 
resonates with our students, and they are 
extremely excited to share it with our audiences.”  

Other members of the cast include Cara 
Cogan, Ben Dickerson, Jordan Mirrione, Ethan 

908-952-0277 
meaningfultouchhomecare.com 
141 South Ave, Suite 2, Fanwood, NJ 07023

• Personal Care 
• 24 Hour Care 
• Companion Care 
• Respite Care 
• Memory Care 
• Live-In Care 
• Private Duty 

Nursing

CAREGIVERS 
are trained 

and supervised 
by registered 

nurses

LICENSED, INSURED & BONDED 
   License No. HPO362500

Meaningful Touch 

       Home Care

Cell 908-202-1702 • O: 908-233-5555 
ElizabethBHomes.com 
Efax 908-935-0960 • elizabeth.bataille@gmail.com  

209 Central Ave,Westfield, NJ 07090 
Elizabeth Bataille 

Sales Associate

The highest compliment I can receive 
is a referral from a satisfied client.

Top 1%  
Sales Associate  

Nationwide
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VETERANS BANNER 
PROGRAM

The Westfield Veterans Banner Program is 
now accepting submissions for its third round of 
banners to recognize our veterans and active duty 
military personnel. These banners will be 
displayed from Memorial Day through Veterans 
Day in a partnership between the Town and the 
Westfield Veterans Fund, a locally established 
501(c)(3) organization. They will be placed on 
poles adjacent to Monument Circle, along East 
Broad Street, North Avenue, and South Avenue. 
The submission deadline for new banners to be 
included in this next round is March 31. For 
submission details and an application, or to make 
a donation,visit westfieldnj.gov/veterans-banner-
program.

RAKE AND HOE GARDEN CLUB OF WESTFIELD
Nineteen members of Rake and Hoe Garden 

Club of Westfield met at the First Baptist Church 
of Westfield on February 6th and made sixty 
small floral arrangements to accompany the 
Mobile Meals delivered that day. The club 
supplies the flowers and prepares the 
arrangements in laundry detergent caps. The 
clients very much appreciate receiving the 
colorful arrangements. Gayle Lechner 
coordinated the event. 

The Rake and Hoe Garden Club meets on the 
second Wednesday of the month at 12:00 p.m. at 
the Scotch Hills Country Club. Each meeting 
includes a guest speaker to educate members in 
the art and science of gardening, horticulture, 
floral design, and nature photography. 

Club members perform many community 
service projects throughout the year. We plant and 
maintain gardens in Westfield and fund local 
elementary school projects relating to gardening. 
We also have a junior section where school-age 

members work on projects at their own meetings. 
If the activities described above interest you 

and you want to connect with fellow gardening 
enthusiasts and make enduring friendships along 
the way, join our club.  

For more information, contact Cathy Becker 
cathymbecker@gmail.com, or visit the club’s 
website rakeandhoegc.org, or Facebook page.

Club Members Making Floral arrangements 
for Mobile Meals.

Courtesy photo

NOW HIRING SUMMER PLAYGROUND STAFF
Calling all summer job seekers! The 

Recreation Department is now hiring for its 
Summer Playground Program. Available 
positions include Site Supervisor, Assistant Site 
Supervisor, and Counselor. This six-week 
program operates from June 24 - August 2 
(closed on July 4 & 5), from 9:00 a.m. - 3:45 
p.m., and hosts participants entering first 

through sixth grade. Don't miss out on an 
opportunity to spend your summer playing 
games in the sun and making a difference in our 
community. For more information, visit the 
Recreation website.  

And for those looking to sign their children up 
for this year’s Summer Playground Program, 
registration is now open.
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- Interior Painting 
- Drywall Repairs 
- Cabinets Refinish 
- Spray Painting 
- Carpentry 
- Spackle

862-888-1086

Follow us on:        Damores_Home_Improvement 

Damore.Woodworks@gmail.com

Impeccable attention to detail using highest quality paint.
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973-951-0606 
FULLY INSURED • LIC: 13VH12858300 • 1980 Springfield Ave 9A, Maplewood NJ 

Xhrishomeimprovements.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
4 Pressure Washing 

4 Power Sanding / Stripping Wood 

4 Caulking / Glazing / Skim Coating 

4 Deck Preparation, Sealing & Staining 

4 Spackling/Drywall / Plaster Repair 

4 Wallpaper Removal & Sizing 

4 Floor Refinishing / Installation 

Custom Cabinets / Built-Ins and Closets 

Woodwork and Millwork of All Kinds 

Windows & Doors Replacement 

Gutter Replacement / Repair 

Decks / Railings / Fences

HOUSE PAINTERS & CARPENTRY
REPAIRS & RENOVATIONS

AN AFTERNOON OF 
COLONIAL MUSIC 

MARCH 10
The Miller Cory House Museum 

Music and dance played an integral role in 
colonial era life. Ballads relayed stories of love, 
bravery, and ordinary life. Dance was a way to 
socialize. Drum calls and fife tunes served an 
important military role. Come enjoy the program, 
tour the fully furnished c 1740 house, and stop in 
at the Frazee Kitchen where our cooks will be 
demonstrating 18th century open-hearth cooking 
using authentic early American techniques and 
recipes. Admission is $5 for ages 13 and older; 
$4 ages 3-12; and free under age 3. No 
reservations are necessary. 

The Miller Cory House Museum is located at 
614 Mountain Avenue in Westfield, NJ. Call the 
museum at 908-232-1776 or email 
millercorymuseum@gmail.com for more 
information. 

Since 1968, the 501(c)(3) non-profit Miller 
Cory House Museum/Westfield Historical 
Society has worked to preserve, interpret and 
encourage interest in history, Westfield, and its 
residents through educational efforts and 
community outreach programs. 

For more information on the Miller Cory 
House Museum/Westfield Historical Society and 
their events, millercoryhouse.com or 
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org and , like us on 
Facebook, and follow us on Instagram.

SUMMIT'S REPAIR CAFÉ EVENT – MARCH 16
Join us at Summit's Repair Cafe event, where 

we breathe new life into your beloved but broken 
items, for free. Diverting an average of 421 
pounds of items from landfills per event by 
simply repairing them, this initiative contributes 
significantly to both the community and the 
environment. 

On Saturday, March 16 we invite you to 
Barnwell Hall at Christ Church from 11:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m., located at 561 Springfield Avenue, 
Summit, NJ. Please note that the final items for 
repair will be accepted at 2:30 p.m. 

Our repair services for this event encompass a 
wide range, including new repair services of 
sewing machines and watch battery and band 
replacement as well as sewing/textiles, clocks, 
woodworking, PC computers, knife sharpening, 
lamps, electronics, and bicycles. To ensure equal 
opportunities for everyone, each person may 
bring a maximum of 2 items for repair. 

For lamps, clocks and watch batteries, 
replacement parts will be available at a nominal, 
at-cost fee. Please ensure you can carry your 
items unassisted when bringing them to the event. 
No appointments are necessary, although wait 
times may vary as this event is not a drop-off 
service. 

This impacting event is co-sponsored by the 
Summit Area Green Faith Circle and Repair Cafe 
Garden State. For a comprehensive schedule of 
upcoming Repair Cafe events across New Jersey 
during the ongoing 2024 repair season, visit 

www.repaircafe.org. 
Repair and event volunteers are always 

welcome at this event, as well as all future repair 
events. If you are interested in volunteering, 
please reach out to us via email at 
summit@repaircafegs.org. 

Thank you for being part of this transformative 
movement that celebrates sustainability and 
community engagement through repair and 
restoration!
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CHIMNEY & ROOFING SPECIALISTS
Family 

Owned & 
Operated For 

20 Years

ROOFING

MASONRY

GUTTERS

CHIMNEY
• CLEANING 
• RE-LINE 
• REPAIRS 
• REBUILD 
• CAPPING

• CLEANING 
• INSTALLATION 
• SCREENING 
• REPAIRS 
• REPLACEMENTS

• RE-ROOF 
• NEW ROOF 
• ROOF REPAIRS 
• SHINGLES 
• FLAT ROOF

• Protect your house from heat transfer combustibles 
• Protect the masonry from the corrosive by products of 

combustion 
• Provide a correctly sized flue for optimum efficiency 

of appliance

CHIMNEY LINER 

        $1,300
WHY SHOULD I USE A CHIMNEY LINING SYSTEM?

COMPLETE SET OF STEPS 
Up to 6 Feet, 5 Steps / Brick, Limestone & Concrete 

    $3,750

Carbon Monoxide  
is invisible, 
odorless,  

and can kill you!

You Home Improvement Connection

ROOFING

CHIMNEYS

GUTTERS

SIDING

MASONRY

STEPS FOUNDATIONS

MURSELI PRO CONSTRUCTION 

908-361-6372
• All Work Guaranteed 
• 24/7 Emergency Service 
• 15% Senior Discount 
• Major Credit Cards 
• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

$600 OFF 
NEW SIDING JOB 

 With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Some restrictions apply. Expires 3/31/24.

$400 OFF 
ANY FOUNDATION JOB  

OF $2000 OR MORE 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Some restrictions apply. Expires 3/31/24.

$150 
GUTTERS CLEANING 

(Any Average House) 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 3/31/24.

$350 OFF 
ANY ROOF REPAIR 
of $1,000 or more 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Expires 3/31/24.

$350 OFF 
ANY CHIMNEY REPAIR 

of $800 or more 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 3/31/24.

• DRIVEWAYS 
• STEPS 
• BRICK & BLOCK 
• SIDEWALKS 
• REPAIR

FOUNDATION
• NEW  

FUNDATIONS 
• REPAIRS 
• WATERPROOFING

Save $1,000 
ON ROOF 

REPLACEMENT 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Some restrictions apply. Expires 3/31/24.

With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires March 31, 2024.

BEFORE AFTER

Easy & 
Effective 
Cleaning Long Term Preservation

Special

Special
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WESTFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

The American Scholastic Press Association 
has awarded Westfield High School’s Optic 
Magazine “First Place with Special Merit” for its 
reporting during the 2022-2023 school year. This 
category recognizes the top-scoring high school 
and college student magazines nationally for the 
organization’s Scholastic Newspaper Awards. 

The student-run Optics also was recognized in 
the category of “Most Outstanding High School 
Literary-Art Magazine for 2023.” 

“The students work very hard to put out 
magazines of this caliber four times a year. Each 
magazine takes hard work, passion, talent, and 
teamwork to complete,” says WHS journalism 
teacher and Hi’s Eye/Optic Adviser Shawn 
McDonald. “We are honored that, in Optic’s third 
year of publication, we were able to win such 
prestigious and respectable awards. These awards 
truly showcase the talented students who make 
up our robust journalism program at Westfield 
High School.”

(above) Westfield High School’s Optic Magazine earned top honors from the American Scholastic 
Press Association for its reporting during the 2022-2023 school year.

Photo by Westfield Public Schools

FISHING FLEA MARKET 
MARCH 23RD

The Rahway Spring Fishing Flea Market will 
be held on Saturday, March 23, 2024, from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., at St. Thomas Church Hall, 1400 St. 
Georges Ave., Rahway, NJ. A wide variety of salt 
and freshwater fishing tackle at great prices.  
Door prizes will be given away every half hour 
which include rods, reels, tackle and much more. 
Food and refreshments are sponsored by St. 
Thomas Holy Name Society. Admission price is 
$5 per adult, children 12 and under are free. For 
show or vendor information visit 
fishingfleamarkets.com or call 732-381-2165.

RAHWAY’S
FISHING FLEA MARKET 
SATURDAY, MARCH 23, 2024 

9 am to 2 pm  

ST. THOMAS CHURCH HALL 
1400 St. Georges Ave, Rahway NJ 

*Door Prizes Every Half Hour* 
Food and Refreshments, New-Used-Antique 

  Fishing and Boating Items 

  *Tackle Store Blowouts* 
Admission: $5, Kids under 12 - FREE 

Info: 732-381-2165 
Email: info@fishingfleamarkets.com

KENILWORTH 
GARDEN CENTER 
kenilworthgarden.com

A&A Landscaping 908-276-4443 
Shrub Installations and Privacy Planting

Complete line of 
• Annuals • Easter Plants 
• Mother’s Day Flowers,  
• Hanging Baskets 
• Small Plants • Shrubs 
• Outdoor Garden Items 
• Amish Made Woodwork 
• Concrete Figurines  

and Religious Statues 
made in the USA.

491 Boulevard, Kenilworth 

908-272-6659 HIC#13VH01254900

Unique items at discounted prices.

SUBURBAN PAVING COMPANY
Specializing in Asphalt Driveways, Parking Lots,  
Belgium Block Curbing, Sidewalks, Seal Coating 

908-925-0444 
908-928-0031

Serving All 
Union County
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CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 800-206-8529

$350-$450

$250-$350

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 3/31/24.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 3/31/24.

FOUNDATION REPAIRS BEFORE & AFTER

CHIMNEY LINERS

SLATE ROOF SPANISH STYLE ROOF NEW STEPS

CHIMNEY REPAIRS SHINGLE ROOF FLAT TOP ROOF

24/7 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE ANY ROOF REPAIR

ANY CHIMNEY JOB

$800OFF ANY NEW 
ROOF JOB

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 3/31/24.

15% SENIOR CITIZEN 
DISCOUNT

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 3/31/24.

CHIMNEY CLEANING
STARTING AT $150
MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 3/31/24.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 3/31/24.

$300OFF ANY JOB
of $2,000 or more

OFF

100% 
Financing 

Available



Westfield MONTHLY • Page 16  • March 2024 

NOW ENROLLING IN WESTFIELD!

THE SOLUTION 
FOR WORKING 
PARENTS

• Extended Days / 7 am – 6 pm 

• Parentview® Internet Monitoring 

• Parent eCommunication App 

• Interactive Whiteboards  
and IPad Technology 

• Clean, Healthy Environment 

• Seedlings Early Childhood  
Education Curriculum 

• Enrichment Programs Included:  
Music, Sign Language, Spanish

751 Central Avenue • Westfield, NJ • 908-228-5791 • LightbridgeAcademy.com

FULL-DAY KINDERGARTEN

11TH ANNUAL PALOOZA STUDENT FINALISTS
Westfield Public Schools 

The Westfield High School Dream Team, in 
partnership with The Albert Anthony Kayal 
Foundation and The Mattthew Thomas Toriello 
Memorial Fund, recently recognized student 
finalists in the 11th Annual WHS Dream Team 
Palooza Contest for their submissions of posters, 
poetry, and public service announcements 
depicting the theme, “Be Kind To Your Mind, 
Live Drug-Free.” 

Finalists in Grades 1-12 from the Westfield 
Public Schools and Holy Trinity School were 
recognized on January 30 at a ceremony at 
Westfield High School. 

This year’s finalists from the Westfield Public 
Schools are: 
ELEMENTARY POSTER PALOOZA 
• Juliet Blumenfeld, Grade 4, McKinley 

Elementary School - Honorable Mention 
• Sydney Lupkin, Grade 5, Jefferson 

Elementary School - Honorable Mention 
INTERMEDIATE POETRY PALOOZA 
• Natalie Gapp, Grade 7, Roosevelt 

Intermediate School - 1st Place 

• Tyler Jacobowitz, Grade 8, Edison 
Intermediate School - 2nd Place 

• Josephine Troup, Grade 6, Edison 
Intermediate School - 3rd Place 

• Maxim Machat, Grade 8, Edison Intermediate 
School - Honorable Mention 

HIGH SCHOOL PSA PALOOZA 
• Keri Kapuscinski and Lily Topilow, Westfield 

High School, Grade 9 - 1st Place 
• Francesca Castellano, Westfield High School, 

Grade 9 - 2nd Place 
• Catalina Garcia-Lopez, Westfield High 

School, Grade 9 - 3rd Place 
The Palooza Contest begins each year in 

October during National Red Ribbon Week and 
entries are submitted by early December. The 
finalists are announced and celebrated during a 
ceremony each January to which family and other 
members of the community are invited. 

On February 2, members of the Dream Team 
also attended the New Jersey State Elks 
Association’s Peer Leadership Conference 
which, like the Dream Team, focuses on 
substance abuse prevention and awareness.

(above) The Westfield High School Dream Team recently recognized student finalists in the 11th 
Annual Palooza Contest for their submissions of posters, poetry, and public service 

announcements depicting the theme, “Be Kind To Your Mind, Live Drug-Free.”
Photo by WHS Dream Team

Individual and group lessons 
From beginners on up.

• In-person and Online Lessons 
• Regular classes at 

27 Bleeker St., Millburn, NJ 
• Rated Chess Tournaments 
• Search us on YouTube: Chess Party

908-416-1695 

Visit our website for details and placement test! 

ChessInMillburn.com 
chessinmillburn@gmail.com 
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908-251-9441 
Mrhandyman.com

On Time. Done right. 
Guaranteed.

10% OFF LABOR
On labor only, materials not included. Cannot  
be combined with other offers. Exp. 3/31/24.

2,500+ Positive Online Reviews 
Fully Insured 

License number: 13VH09897400

• Windows 

• Doors 

• Flooring 

• Drywall 

• Masonry 

• Aging In Place Certified 

• Interior and Exterior Carpentry 

• Friendly/Helpful Office Staff

REPAIR AND REMODEL SERVICES

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR WOMEN VOLUNTEERS
to volunteer activities. The scholarships will be 
awarded in May 2024. 

To be considered for a scholarship, applicants 
are asked to complete the application form, 
write a 300-to-400-word essay about their 
volunteer experiences, and provide two letters 
of recommendation.  

The application form is available on our 
website, jlepnj.org, or can also be obtained by 
sending a request via email to 
scholarship@jlepnj.org or by leaving a message 

The Junior League of Elizabeth-Plainfield 
(JLEP) is pleased to announce that in 2024 we 
will be awarding three $4,000 scholarships to 
college bound women who reside in Union 
County and demonstrate a passion for 
volunteerism.  

The JLEP believes that volunteerism is a vital 
force in our community, and we support young 
women who share our passion by awarding 
scholarships to college-bound high school 
seniors who have demonstrated a commitment 

with your address and/or email address at  
908-709-1177. 

The deadline for submitting applications is 
April 5, 2024. There will be a formal 
presentation of the scholarships to the recipients 
at the JLEP’s Annual Dinner on May 22, 2024. 

To find out more about the League’s 
scholarship program or about how to join as a 
member, please contact the League at 908-709-
1177, via email at scholarship@jlepnj.org, or 
visit our website at jlepnj.org.

Learn effective & useful techniques to enjoy your family & have some peace.  
The groups will meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday in March and April  
& 1st Thursday in May: 3/14, 3/28, 4/11, 4/25 & 5/9   6:00-7:00 p.m.    

233 Prospect Street, Westfield, NJ • The groups will run concurrently • Total cost $50 per family 
 

Facilitators are licensed and experienced professionals.  
Parents and children (6-16) participate in their own group at the same time! 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO REGISTER PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE at  

yfcsnj.org or call YFCS (Youth & Family Counseling Service) office (908)233-2042.

YFCS (Youth & Family Counseling Service) 
invites Parents and children 

to join us to learn proven ways 
to reduce family conflicts,  

improve communication and stop the fighting.  
If you want more peace in your home 

and you have tried everything, please attend our  

2024 Families First groups
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NJ ANTIQUE BUYERS
WE BUY ANTIQUES, ART,  

COLLECTIBLES, COINS, AND JEWELRY
WE BUY ANYTHING OLD 
• Old Toys 
• Coins and Medals 
• Watches & Clocks 
• Judaica Collectibles 
• Military Collectibles 
• Asian Decorative Arts 
• Old Writing Instruments 
 Antique Porcelain & Glass 
• Art (Paintings, Sculptures, Old Prints) 
• Jewelry (Vintage, Costume, Silver, and Gold) 
• Sterling Silver, European Silver, Antique Silverplate

201-450-0206 
info@njantiques.com 

www.njantiques.com 
3 East Pleasant Ave. 

Maywood, NJ

We do house-calls anywhere within the tri-state area.

I BUY OLD MOTORCYCLES 
All Types - Running or Not

Call or Text Glenn 
732-556-7636

Same Day Pick-up 
We Pay Cash

Also Looking for  
Honda Elements 
Toyota Camrys 

and Lexus

• Financing Available 
• Special Discounts 

• 50% off Sales Tax 

All Major Credit Cards Accepted w y [ t
725 Rahway Ave - Elizabeth 

908-354-8533 • 908-352-2232 
www.jacobsonappliances.com

FREE DELIVERY 
Open Mon. & Thurs. 10am - 7pm;  
Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10am - 6pm; 
Sat 10am- 5pm; Sun - closed

$25 OFF FOR WESTFIELD 
RESIDENTS & BUSINESSES 

One per customer. Can not be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase 
of $399.00. must present this coupon at time of purchase. Offer Expires 3/31/24.

THE DOMINICAN NUNS CLOISTER SHOPPE
For Westfielder Pat Colbert, volunteering at 

the Monastery of Our Lady of the Rosary in 
Summit “brings me peace no matter how my day 
is going.” 

She began volunteering at the Cloister Shoppe 
more than four years ago after another Westfield 
resident, Marge Roeck, told her about it. 

The well-stocked gift shop is operated by the 
Dominican nuns who reside on the Rosary Shrine 
grounds that include a large chapel that is open 
to the public. Several years ago, the cloistered 
nuns began making a number of products to sell, 
including candles, soaps, face and foot crème, 
etc. Those items are available, along with a host 
of religious goods, at the gift shop and online at 
cloistershoppe.com. Proceeds provide funds 
needed to support the 20 nuns who live at the 
monastery. 

Many people come to the shop to secure 
perpetual enrollments that provide prayers for 
individuals. 

“These are beautiful cards that people usually 
buy to give to families of recently deceased 
individuals or for any living person who might 
need prayers,” says Tina Lesher, of Westfield, 
who along with her husband, John, volunteers at 

the shop. “We print out these lovely enrollments 
and include a special holy card.” 

Morris Township resident Kathy Sette has 
been a dedicated volunteer for 20 years. 

“We’re more blessed being here,” says Sette. 
“There’s just a feeling about it.” 

Her feelings are echoed by decades-long 
volunteer Dorothy Shanahan of Summit. 

“Curiosity led me as a young woman to 
investigate that big church on the hill…Simply 
put, God’s grace and love began a lifelong 
association with the monastery…this journey has 
been a very special privilege and gift to my life 
and my family.” 

Many of the volunteers are members of the 
Rosary Guild, an auxiliary that assists the nuns 
in such undertakings as raising funds, driving the 
nuns to appointments, shopping with the sisters, 
etc. The current president is Joan Brinkerhoff of 
Summit. She argues that working in the shop 
“can give me and all the volunteers an 
Evangelizing ministry---a time to care for others 
emotionally in a loving, Christian way. We reach 
out to our shoppers to help them find a special 
gift for a new grandchild, a sick friend or help 

(above) Volunteer Tina Lesher from Westfield 

them with a loss of a friend, child, parent or even 
a life-altering illness…we are the lay hands and 
voices of the nuns.” 

While handling the shop duties, volunteers 
also answer calls coming into the Rosary Shrine 
and relay the messages to the nuns. 

“Many of the callers are seeking the nuns’ 
prayers for a variety of reasons, often because of 
illness or loneliness or depression. As I listen to 
the pleas, I feel so lucky,” says Tina Lesher. 

The Summit monastery was founded in 1919 
when a group of sisters from a Union City 
monastery moved to the current site. As 
contemplatives, the nuns use prayer and penance 
to spread the Kingdom of God. The average age 
of the current 20 sisters in Summit is in the 50s. 

The monastery chapel houses the only copy of 
the Shroud of Turin. The 400-year-old shroud 
copy can be viewed during the open chapel hours 
from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily. Mass for the public 
is celebrated daily at 7:30 a.m and Sundays at 8 
a.m. The Cloister Shoppe is open Mondays 
through Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

The Monastery is located at the corner of 
Springfield and Morris Avenues in Summit.
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FREE PICK-UP AND  
DELIVERY SERVICES 

• Wash n Fold • Dry Cleaning • Laundry 
• Leather & Suede Cleaning • UGG's & Sneaker  

Restoration • Wedding Gown Preservation 
• Meticulous Alterations and Custom Work.  

Call 908-259-1960 
Kenilworth-dry-cleaners.com

Your satisfaction is our priority. 
RESTORING AND PRESERVING  

YOUR GARMENTS TO KEEP 
THEM FROM THE LANDFILL! 

Download the CleanCloud app 
and select Kenilworth Dry Cleaners.

L&K Sedan & Taxi Service 
ALL • METRO • AIRPORTS • PIERS • NYC • THEATERS 

908-276-4444 
Toll Free 877-276-8294 (Taxi) 

E-Mail: lksedantaxi@gmail.com 
Message/text: 908-296-4914 

Westfield to Newark Airport starting at $50 
Open 24 Hours 7 Days a Week

QUALITY HOME IMPROVEMENTS

732-331-9572 
www.MyHandymanAndPainter.com

• Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling. 
• Sheetrock, Install & Repair. 
• Painting, Electric & Plumbing. 
• Windows, Siding & Roofing. 
• Decks Built & Repaired. 
• Affordable French Drains  

& Basement Waterproofing.

My Handyman & painter LLC

a u q r 
Licensed & Insured 

License #13VH11554200

View our Google Reviews.

FREE ESTIMATES!

No Job Too Small

Duke says  

“Adopt,  
Don’t 
Shop.”

Pet friendly - We support animal rescues

General 
Handyman 

Services

JOE SCHOTT’S 102ND BIRTHDAY CELEBRATED
The Flintlocks, BSA 

The Flintlocks celebrated one member’s 
birthday on Thursday, Feb 15, 2024. Joe Schott 
is 102 years old. Joe jokes that all five of his kids 
are now senior citizens. He is a veteran of the 
Navy in WW II, installing secret equipment in 
the ships to prepare for the Normandy Invasion. 
He was Grand Marshall of the Fanwood 
Memorial Day Parade in 2019. Joe spent his 
career at Bell Labs and worked for 5 Nobel Prize 
winning scientists. He has won many awards in 
his hobby of oil painting. The Scouts have 
awarded Joe the Trailblazer Award, the Silver 
Service Award, the Silver Beaver Award, and the 
Camping Hall of Fame. He has been coming up 
to the scout camps every Thursday, all year 

round for 36 years. 
The Flintlocks BSA, Inc. is a 501c3 

consisting of a group of retired scouters who 
support the Patriot’s Path Council (PPC) of the 
Boy Scouts of America. The PPC serves 10,500 
scouts in five counties of northern New Jersey. 
The Flintlocks maintain the 3 camps, two scout 
shops, have built new structures, renovated older 
structures, and provide volunteer manpower for 
PPC activities. They are not associated with 
firearms. The name comes from an old device 
which is still useful, implying that they are old 
guys who are still useful. 

The Flintlocks meet on Thursdays from 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at Camp Winnebago, Rockaway, NJ,  
all year round. Guests are always welcome.

(above) Joe Schott’s 102nd birthday was recently celebrated by The Flintlocks.  
Joe is sitting behind the cake.

Courtesy photo
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• Individual and Business Tax Returns 
• Full Service Accounting 
• Estate and Inheritance Tax Returns 
• Financial Planning

732-382-2272 
AngeloCPAfirm.com 

18 Brant Avenue • Clark, NJ 07066 

Serving the Public since 1984

Let us help you make 
this year a great success!

WE CLEAN UP NOT YOUR POCKETS 
Specializing in Attic Basement Garage Cleanouts 

ALL PHASES OF INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR DEMOLITION 
Specializing in Bathroom & Kitchen demolition 

Container Rentals 10 – 15 cu. yds 

908-759-1463 
dancedemolitionandcleanupnj.com

License: 13VHO1843500

a u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile 
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall  

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical 
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Electrical Lic. # 14616  
& Plumbing w #8660

• Blinds  
• Shades 
• Shutters 
• Drapery 
• Wallpaper 
• Reupholstery 
• Carpet 
• Stair Runners 
• Area Rugs

We Have Everything  
to Decorate Your Home 

FREE In-Home Consultation 
FREE Measurement and Installation 

844 South Avenue W. Westfield. N.J. 07090 

908-654-9555 
blindworksnj.com

PAYLESS ROOFING 
Roofing & Repairs • Metal Roofing 

Window Replacements • Vinyl Siding 
Emergency Repairs 

Many References         22 Years 

Call 908-486-0866 
or 973-906-8404 

   Lic # 13VH00418100

Plan Ahead - Call Today 

908-272-0370 
See our full menu online at: 

mrjsdeliincranford.com 
15 Walnut Ave. Cranford, NJ

• Wrap Platters 
• Salads • Wings 
• Chicken Fingers

Mr. J’s Deli

• 3-6 Foot Sub Sandwiches
• Sloppy Joe Platters 
• Hot & Cold Foods 
• Sub Platters 

MARCH MADNESS 
Watch-Party Specialist 

Full Meals and Snacks 
for Any Size Get-Together 

from First Round to Finals!

ELECTRICAL REPAIR • CONTROL WIRING • CIRCUIT BREAKERS 
ELECTRICAL PANELS • SMART HOME SERVICES • BOILERS  

EV CHARGER INSTALLATION • SMOKE DETECTORS
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT - 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

201-600-3530 
Short Circuit Specialists

FREE ESTIMATES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

All Phases of 
Electrical Work

Lic.# 
888400

Bonded 
& Insured

(908) 276-5367 
(201) 666-0003 

358 North Avenue East 
Cranford, NJ 

www.reynolds-plumbing.net

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Lou DiFabio 
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio 
Lic. #11749

REYNOLDS PLUMBING

LOSS OF A CHILD PRAYER SERVICE
Parents who have lost a child at any age, under 

any circumstances, are invited to a time of prayer 
and remembrance to be held on Sunday, March 
10th at 2 p.m., at Church of the Little Flower, 310 
Plainfield Avenue, Berkeley Heights, NJ. The 

program will also be livestreamed at 
littleflowerbh.org. For any questions contact Dan 
Grossano, Pastoral Associate for Outreach and 
Ministries at 908-464-1585, 
pastoral110.lf@gmail.com.

WEBINAR ON TALKING TO KIDS 
ABOUT DEATH AND DYING

Imagine 
“A child can live with anything as long as he 

or she is told the truth and is allowed to share 
with loved ones the natural feelings people have 
when they are suffering.” – Eda LeShan 

We often struggle to find the words to talk to 
kids about life changing diagnoses, illness and 
death. Sometimes, we feel so unsure of what to 
say that we don’t say anything at all. But our kids 
need to be given the opportunity to engage in 
honest conversations about these life changing 
events. 

The staff at Imagine are offering a free webinar 
to help community members navigate these 
difficult conversations. On Thursday, March 14th 
from 7-8:30 p.m., Imagine will offer a webinar 
on Talking to Kids about Death and Dying. Those 
attending the webinar will learn to: 
• Recognize that grief begins at diagnosis  
• Describe how children grieve at different 

developmental stages  
• Develop tools for creating a safe space where 

children can share their feelings  
• Discover ways to navigate conversations 

about diagnosis, illness and death 
If you’d like to join us for this webinar, please 

visit our website at imaginenj.org or scan the QR 
code below to register. Once you register, you’ll 
receive a zoom link to join us on March 14th.  
Please contact Imagine’s Training and Education 
Director, Veronica C Ortiz, LPC at 
veronica@imaginenj.org with any questions. 

Because loss is inevitable, it’s so important that 
we have open conversations with our kids in 
these difficult moments. We hope that you can 
join us as we work to create a world where no 
child grieves alone.
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ORANGE MATTRESS 
——- C U S T O M  B E D D I N G  ——-

A Family Business Since 1902.

• Matresses 
• Box Springs 
• Round Beds 
• Adjustable Beds 

Will beat any competitor price for same or similar product.

• Mattress Toppers 
• Pillows 
• Hybrid Mattresses 
• Custom Sheets

800-761-1100 
mycustombedding.com

CUSTOM MATTRESSES MADE TO ORDER! 
Any Size • Natural • Double Sided • Affordable Mattresses

Call Today  
or Visit Our  
Showroom 
in Clark, NJ. 
1049 Raritan Road

SHOP LOCAL

STEPHANIE GARDENS 
GARWOOD, NJ

1 BR starting at $1,769 
Heat & hot water included. Cats allowed. 
Conveniently located in residential area. 

Call for Availability. 
908.789.9198 

Professionally managed by DanJon Management Corp., Inc.

KONANTIQUES 

WE BUY ANTIQUES 
FREE HOUSE CALLS 

908-578-7593 

Over 20 
years of 

Experience Free on-site consultation at your home or business 

info@konantiques.com

WE BUY: Sterling Silver, Antique Jewelry, Costume Jewelry, Coins,  
Art, Watches & Clocks, Porcelain, Modern Items (50’s, 60’s, 70’s),  

Antique Toys, Asian Decorative Arts, Judaica, Lighting, Military Items 
           Some Furniture, Hummel & Lladro Figurines

Located 
in Summit

WOOD FLOORS 
Sand • Stain • Refinish • Repairs • Installation 

CARPET & RUGS 
Clean • Stretch • Sanitize • Repairs • Bind 
RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET 

A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC. 
116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ 

908-913-4650 
Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard 

10% Discount On labor only. Materials not included. Cannot 
be combined with other offers. Exp. 2/29/24.

With this coupon presented at time of estimates of up to $10,000.  
Offer Valid for the 2024 season for new customers only.  

One coupon per customer cannot be combined with other offers. 

NEW CUSTOMER DISCOUNT 

10% OFF 
ANY SERVICE

Taking Charge of Your 
Future Starts Here 

(908)645-1000 
www.lawlawfirm.com

Jeralyn Lawrence, Esq.

Design, Installation & Maintenance 
Architectural & Landscape Lighting 

Free Estimates

“Lighting Your Way”

Creative Landscape 
L I G H T I N G 

908-722-6866 
DesignWithLights.com

BLUE ENVELOPE PROGRAM OPINION
nervous than normal under a traffic stop.  
However, it does concern me deeply how easily 
accessible these blue envelopes can be as there is 
a possibility of individuals not in the spectrum to 
abuse them for their own benefit. 

According to the same source, there are other 
towns in Union County that have implemented 
the Blue Envelope Program in their police 
departments; said source however does not know 
if it has currently spread throughout the entire 
state of New Jersey. Regardless, my source said 
that the Clark Police Department has managed to 
hand out several of these blue envelopes to 
special needs drivers, which is a promising start 
for the program’s progress. Upon further 
research, I have discovered on various websites 
– such as Crimewatch and the Montgomery 
County website – that it is being employed in 
police departments in California, Pennsylvania, 
Connecticut. 

Overall, my opinion on the Blue Envelope 
Program is incredibly positive. I am advocating 
for the Blue Envelope Program for Union 
County’s police departments and hope that it 
spreads beyond just Union County and the state 
of New Jersey. 

Having lived most of my life with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder – specifically Pervasive 
Developmental Disorder Not Otherwise 
Specified (PDD-NOS) – I was personally 
intrigued when I came across the Clark 
Monthly’s “Blue Envelopes for Drivers with 
Autism” newspaper article. As someone who has 
lived with autism for years, I feel as though I 
have a voice in this matter, and I would like to let 

it be heard. 
If you or a loved one are a special needs driver 

looking for more 
information regarding 
the Blue Envelope 
Program, contact your 
local police department 
and ask them how you 
can get started with 
your blue envelope 
today.

Submitted by Simone Palermo 
The Blue Envelope Program’s purpose is to 

raise Union County’s police departments’ 
awareness of special needs (such as Autism 
Spectrum Disorder, dementia, and anxiety) and 
how to best communicate with a special needs 
driver. One point of interest for me in this news 
article is how all police officers in Union 
County's twenty-one municipalities will go 
through a specialized training course on special 
needs, as well as learning the best methods in 
engaging with special needs drivers during a 
traffic stop. These specialized training courses 
will be vital in not only developing a deeper 
understanding of special needs, but also on how 
to best approach special needs drivers to 
minimize potential misunderstandings and 
escalations in conflict when pulled over. They 
will also better communication to special needs 
drivers that are non-verbal to provide a safer, 
unprejudiced community that can ensure trust in 
its police force. 

According to one source within the Clark 
Township’s Police Department, the process of 
getting a blue envelope is very easy, as the special 
needs driver can simply call their local police 
department, press the number for their helpdesk, 
and ask to receive a blue envelope either directly 
from the local police station or having it delivered 
to them in their mailbox. A copy of their driver’s 
license and vehicle registration, insurance details, 
and (if necessary) emergency contact card are 
placed inside the envelope, which is then placed 
onto the dashboard of their vehicle so that 
officers do not make the driver even more 
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Advertise  
in 1 or all  
24 towns

Online at RennaMedia.com  
and NJLocalinfo.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET 
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY! 
Tina Renna 908-418-5586 • tinarenna@rennamedia.com 
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • joerenna@rennamedia.com 

202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

Renna Media offers a full  
range of marketing services,  
in print and online, hyper- 
local to regional, for every  
budget and market size. 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
We mail 160,000 newspapers  

to every home and business in  
24 towns. You can advertise  

in any number of towns.  
Ads start at $60. 

FULL COLOR PRINTING 
We print flyers and menus,  

full color, two sided,  
on coated stock for only 

$45 per thousand. 

DIRECT MAIL 
Insert your flyer into the  

newspapers and get it mailed  
to every home and business for  
$60 per thousand and as low as  

$30 per thousand for higher 
quantities. 

ONLINE MARKETING 
Online ads and press releases  
designed and placed to drive  

traffic to your website and get  
your phone ringing. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
We can design and/or manage  
your social media campaign  

from passive to aggressive plans  
customized to work within  

your budget. 

WEBSITE AND 
SEO SERVICES 

Start with an audit/analysis  
of your website giving you a  
report and recommendations  

for $250. 
 

It is highly recommended to  
have a marketing plan and  

budget before spending.   

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A  
FREE CONSULTATION. 

908-447-1295

Marketing 
Toolbox
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FLYERS 

$45 
PER 1,000

MENUS 

$85 
PER 1,000

• GET UNLIMITED CLICKS 
An alternative to expensive pay-per-click programs 

• FREE AD DESIGN AND COPYWRITING 
Advertising webpage includes many features 
including write-up, images, video, Google map, etc. 

• POSTS ARE SHARED THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA 
Posts shared on multiple Facebook pages and twitter. 

• PAID SEARCH ENGINE PROMOTIONS 
Posts are promoted by industry, key words and location. 

• TRACKABLE RESULTS 
All ads include a live view counter.

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

ONLINE ADS & PRESS RELEASES 
DRIVE LOCAL TRAFFIC TO YOUR WEBSITE $10 

PER POST 
Block of 20 for $200 

Single post is $20

Full Color Flyers and Menus Printed and Mailed  
to Every Home and Business in Town!
FLYERS - $45 PER THOUSAND 
8.5" x 11" / Full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock 
Tri-fold add $10 per thousand. Minimum order $450 

LARGE MENUS - PRINTING - $85 PER THOUSAND 
For quantities more than 50,000 cost is $55 per thousand. 
11"x17" / Full color /2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock. Min. order $850 
Includes folding (quarter fold or tri-fold, with or without coupons tab) 

INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS 
$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.) 
Minimum order $400

THE WONDER BAND TO PLAY MARCH 9
known things, without the vocals, and it doesn’t 
hurt the music one bit not to have them, because 
they’ll be playing in your mind! 

Original artwork by local artist James Spath 
will be on display at the Roadhouse Gallery of 
Fine Art for all to enjoy before, during and after 
the show. 

As always, the Salem Roadhouse Café is live, 
intimate, up front, and personal. All ages are 
welcome. 
ABOUT SALEM ROADHOUSE CAFÉ 

It’s not “church music.” It’s music music. 
Folks who’ve come to the Salem Roadhouse 
Café know that it’s a clean, safe place for people 
who enjoy listening to live music — in a world 
otherwise filled with clubs and bars. The 
Roadhouse has always offered its stage to local 
and independent mainstream musicians. Jazz, 
rock, folk, and other groups have performed.  

The Salem Roadhouse Café has raised funds 
for many carefully chosen charities. They 
include: The Presbytery of Elizabeth E-port 
Center, Center For Hope Hospice, Community 
Food Bank, Monarch Housing, Angel Paws 
Animal Rescue, National MS Society, Haiti 
Disaster Relief, Hurricane Sandy Disaster Relief, 
The Union County YWCA Domestic Violence 
Program, Making It Possible To End 
Homelessness, Camp Johnsonburg, The Music 
Institute, and others. Many thousands of dollars 
have been raised for these deserving charities.

The Salem Roadhouse Café presents The 
Wonder Band – a Tribue to Stevie Wonder’s 
Music, Saturday, March 9, 2024. The doors open 
at 7:15 p.m., the show starts at 8 p.m. Admission 
is $20 and includes show, snacks, non-alcoholic 
beverages, and dessert. The venue is located in 
the basement of Townley Presbyterian Church, 
829 Salem Rd, Union, NJ. The Roadhouse 
operates as a non-profit that raises funds for 
several carefully chosen local charities. 

The Wonder Band is made up of three 
extremely talented performers who are well 
known to the Metro NY/NJ area music scene. Ed 
Alstrom, leader, is the organist for Yankee 
Stadium, as well as keyboard player for many 
famous performers such as Bette Midler, Chuck 
Berry, Leonard Bernstein, Herbie Hancock and 
others. The list goes on and on. 

Accompanying Ed will be guitarist Al Orlo. Al 
has recorded with the legendary Ben E. King and 
was his musical director for 25 years. Al also held 
the #1 chair at Broadway shows, such as Kinky 
Boots, Carol King Musical, Hairspray abd 
Smokey Joe’s Café, to name a few. 

Bobby Deitch on drums rounds out the trio. 
Bobby has performed on several recordings such 
as Richard Sorce’s Latin album “A Place I’ve 
Never Been” and Richie Hart’s “33 1/3” album. 

States Ed Alstrom, “Obviously, Stevie’s music 
is even more fun to play than it is to listen to. This 
group does a mix of the hits and some lesser-

WEBSITE / SEO SERVICES STARTER 
WEBSITE 

$500

Call Walter at 201-478-7408 
email: wwwinnj@gmail.com

• STARTER WEBSITE: $500 
Basic static site that can be developed further 

• WEBSITE CREATION/UPDATE: $2,400  
Cost for average website: 12 pages, contact form, SEO friendly, responsive design 

• WEBSITE HOSTING: $300 PER YEAR 
Includes website hosting, software updates, monthly website content updates 

• SEO SERVICES: AVERAGE COST $1,000 - $2,000 PER MONTH 
Custom tailored solutions: Google Ranking, Local SEO, Social Marketing 

Call for free a consultation if you need  
help developing an online marketing plan.

Renna Media has posted its first episode of 
“Mind Your Own Local Business,” a podcast 
that gives advice on how to run a successful 
local business. 

This is my 40th year in business and I draw 
from my experience and expertise to give 
advice. I have received so much help in my 
career from mentors and seasoned business 
owners, and this is a way to pay it forward. 

I already offer free one-on-one consultation 
on putting together business plans and 
marketing plans. The show would be a way to 
reach many more people. 

I started in business in 1984 as a graphic 
designer and grew into a full-service marketing 
and adverting company. Now, along with my 
wife Tina, we publish twenty-four community 
newspapers mailing out 160,000 to homes and 
businesses monthly. 

Like the newspapers, the show will serve as a 
venue to support local community service 
organizations and events and production costs 
will be covered by advertisers. There are several 
marketing and advertising opportunities for 
businesses to be included with the freedom to be 
unique and creative. 

I am looking forward to having a lot of fun 
doing the show. It is another application of my 
Do-What-You-Love mentality. The show is a 
free-form magazine format production that is 
flexible. I welcome business owners to join in 
the fun. 

To learn more call me, 908-447-1295, or 
email joerenna@rennamedia.com.

RENNA MEDIA LAUNCHES 
YOUTUBE PODCAST 

Joe Renna

Scan for First Episode of  
Mind Your Own Local Business on YouTube.

It would be a tremendous help if viewers 
Subscribe, Comment, Like & Share the shows.



Westfield MONTHLY • Page 24  • March 2024 

Keeping your car?  
Did you know you can purchase an 
extended warranty for your vehicle? 
 - coverage up to 120,000 miles - even if 
you did not buy it from Marano & Sons. 

 

Visit our website to value your car 

MaranoSonsAuto.com Buying & Selling Used Cars & Trucks Since 1955

Credit problems? Call us to get you approved!
Like us on 
Facebook!!!

507-13 South Avenue 908-789-1551 
150 South Avenue 908-789-0555 

Fax 908-789-1792

LOOKING FOR A CAR, TRUCK OR SUV? 
Visit our lots or shop at home. Search over 135 vehicles  
by Make / Model/ Year/ Color / Body type / Engine specs / etc.

Marano & Sons Auto Sales:  
Not only do we sell late model pre-owned vehicles, 

but we will buy your car! 
Any car no matter how old. We will buyout your lease,  

payoff your loan, pick it up at your house.

Two locations 

In Garwood, NJ


