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AREA ELKS RECEIVE VETERANS WELCOME HOME KITS

Issue 163 * February 2024

JILLN

JILL GUZMAN
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Good Old Fashioned Service

Rahway Resident &
Former Rahway Teacher
List with your neighbor!

908-353-6611
CELL: 908-377-4140
JillGuzmanRealty.com
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SEND US YOUR NEWS
Do you have a community service that you
need help publicizing? Did you or someone
you know accomplish something amazing?
We are interested in hearing about your latest
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com
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Joe Renna: 908-447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com
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Find us on online: rennamedia.com
facebook.com/ Our Town Rahway

RED RIBBON WEEK
POSTER & ESSAY CONTEST WINNERS

Rahway Public Schools
Franklin Elementary School held a poster
contest for sixth graders and an essay contest for
fifth graders as part of Red Ribbon Week, a
national campaign to promote drug-free living.
Students submitted posters and essays with
creative and positive messages about staying
drug-free. The following winners were selected:
* Poster Contest (6th Grade): 1st Place: Kendall
Richards; 2nd Place: Ava Darrow

* Honorable Mentions: Victoria Valerio, Jaylynn
Grote, and Jeison Hernandez

*» Essay Contest (5th Grade): 1st Place:
Montaine Ali; 2nd Place: Sebastian Altidore

The winning posters and essays were
displayed at the school during Red Ribbon Week.

“We are so proud of all of our students who
participated in the poster and essay contests,”
said Barbara Maher, School Nurse of Franklin
Elementary School. “Their posters and essays
were creative, inspiring, and showed their
commitment to living a drug-free life.”

Red Ribbon Week is a national campaign that
takes place each year in October to raise
awareness about the dangers of drug use and
promote healthy living. The campaign was
started in 1985 in memory of DEA Special Agent
Enrique Camarena, who was killed in the line of
duty while investigating drug traffickers

Franklin Elementary School is committed to
providing a safe and supportive environment for
all students. The school offers a variety of
programs and activities to help students stay
drug-free and make healthy choices.

Congratulations to all of the winners and
honorable mentions!

(above) Winners of the 5th Grade Essay Contest
Montaine Ali and Sebastian Altidore standing in
front of the anti-drug poster that every
student signed.

Photos by Rahway Public Schools
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Helplng Sellers and Buyers
find their Perfect Match.

Happy
valewtine's

ORSELL!

Bﬁg

A

- Interest rates have dropped
- Buyer Demand Still Strong
- Less Competition =
Receive personalized service!

Invite us In . . . you'll be glad you did!

REDUCED COMMISSION « HOME STAGING SERVICES

Higher Profit

RE/MAX Select

137 Elmer Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
Office: 908-233-9292

Each office is independently
owned and operated. If your home
is listed with another broker, this
is not intended as a solicitation.

Janice Van Der Veken
Realtor-Associate

RE/MAX Select

Cell: 908-577-0824

JaniceVanDerVekenRealtor@gmail.com

Mary Rittenhouse
Realtor-Associate
RE/MAX Select

| Cell: 908-477-4486
Mary.Ritt@hotmail.com
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Serving our community since 1988!

REALTOR

WWW.JILLGUZMANREALTY.COM

124 Elmora Ave., Elizabeth, NJ 07202

Calling all homeowners!
Looking for the best price for your home and most qualified buyer?

103 Bailey Ave., Hillside 732 Essex Ave., Linden 419 W Elm St., Linden 1607 Wood Ave., Roselle

This home was This home was This home was This condo was
successfully marketed by successfully marketed by successfully sold by Jill Guzman, successfully sold by Jill Guzman,
Jill Guzman, Jill Guzman Realty Jill Guzman, Jill Guzman Realty Jill Guzman Realty Jill Guzman Realty
SOLD FOR: $ 494,500 SOLD FOR: $377,000. SOLD FOR: $499,000 SOLD FOR: $160,000

Since 1988, Jill Guzman Realty proudly serves NJ ® HOMES
homeowners and buyers with all of their real estate needs. Jill’s

trilingual fulltime staff prides themselves on their outstanding ® APARTMENTS
“Good Old Fashioned Service.”

Jill, who lives in Rahway, NJ, had the honor of teaching at ® MULTI FAMILY
Rahway High School in her early career!!! Trusted and loved
by clientele for three decades, sellers, investors, first time @ BUILDINGS
buyers and renters will find that this Real Estate office is
committed to working harder and caring totally for YOU! e LANDS

THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOME ? YOU KNOW WHO T0 CALL
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BLUE & GOLD CLUB SPREAD MUGS OF LOVE

Submitted by Linda Lampert

Young hearts from Franklin Elementary
School's Blue & Gold Club are spreading warmth
and comfort this winter, one "Mug of Love" at a
time. The club delivered its thoughtful creations
to bring a touch of joy and positivity to patients
and families facing challenging times.

Filled with coffee, tea, hot cocoa, snacks, and
heartwarming messages, these personalized mugs
weren't just containers. They were carefully
crafted by the Blue & Gold students, each
adorned with colorful designs and uplifting
words meant to bring a smile to those who
needed it most.

"We wanted to do something special for people
who might be feeling down," shared Aryana
Boydman, a member of the Blue & Gold Club.
"These mugs are our way of sending a message
of love and support, letting them know they're not
alone."

Their "Mugs of Love" were delivered to
pediatric hospitals in the area. Where their
creations helped to brighten the days of parents
with children receiving treatment. They were also
delivered to the Rahway Soup Kitchen, another
important pillar of their community. The "Mugs
of Love" were given to individuals and families
facing food insecurity, offering a practical gift
alongside a reminder of hope and solidarity.

"The Blue & Gold Club's initiative exemplifies

the power of compassion and empathy," said Dr.
Patrick Holness, Principal of Franklin

Elementary School. "They used their creativity
and kindness to make a genuine difference in the
lives of others, setting a shining example for our
community."

The "Mugs of Love" project is a testament to
the impact young people can have when they
unite for a common cause. It's a reminder that
even the smallest gestures, driven by love and
care, can create ripples of positive change in our
communities.

(above, [-r) Dimar Mejia Torres, Aryana Boydman, Anthony Martinez, Ava Darrow,

and Valentino Arias

Photo by Rahway Public Schools

QUALITY HOME

e Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling.
e Sheetrock, Install & Repair.
e Painting, Electric & Plumbing.
e Windows, Siding & Roofing.
e Decks Built & Repaired.
o Affordable French Drains
& Basement Waterproofing.

732-331-9572

www.MyHandymanAndPainter.com

MY HANDYMAN & PAINTER m'c-

IMPROVEMENTS

View our Google Reviews.

4.9 Google

TEWEe

General

Handyman
Services

No Job Too Small

L ]
Mastercard. VISA AMERIGAN] "\
] BPERESS | Ldd

Licensed & Insured
License #13VH11554200

FREE ESTIMATES!
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Call Today for a Free Estimate! [& 855.624.6655
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Payment Plans

HOME REMODELING GROUP WINDOWS §109 BASEMENTS $395

EITCHEMNS 5357 BATHRODOHS 5199
ROOFIMNG 3147 DECKSPATION $150
SIDHMG 189 PORCHESSTEPS 31685

ROOFING | SIDING | WINDOWS T R
¥ Decks & Porches W9 KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BASEMENTS oo Loty
MASONRY | DECKS | PORCHES

VIRTUAL MEETINGS ALSO AVAILABLE

Interior & Exterior Remodeling | Family Owned & Operated
100% FINANCING AVAILABLE | 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

MIDCA |3VHO7755300

[ElMagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com
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ELKS MEMBERS CELEBRATED THE HOLIDAYS WITH VETERANS

Submitted by Kristina Petti

Rahway Elks members celebrated the holidays
with veterans by distributing the “Veterans
Angels” gifts at the Menlo Park Facility this past
December. The program allows veterans to make
a wish list for the holidays and various charity
organizations donate items. Our lodge sponsored
four wish lists this year!

If you are interested in learning more about our
organization or becoming a member please visit
our website rahwayelks.org and follow us on
Facebook: Rahway Elks #1075. To become a
member of the Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks you must be 21 or over, an American
citizen, and believe in God. May God bless all of
you during this holiday season!

Courtesy photos

Al’s Carpentry 3
Home Imprgvemen‘t!::. =

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall
Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Call: 908.451.2230 €

alscarpentry11@acl.com b saees

JALOBSON

, I LI &= Nk = ]
* Financing Available = FREE DELIVERY
« Special Di nt Open Mon. & Thurs. 10am - 7pm;
P scounts Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10am - 6pm;
* 50% off Sales Tax Sat 10am- 5pm; Sun - closed

All Major Credit Cards Accepted % @ @\
725 Rahway Ave - Elizabeth
908-354-8533 * 908-352-2232

www.jacobsonappliances.com

$25 OFF FOR RAHWAY
RESIDENTS & BUSINESSES

One per customer. Can not be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase
of $399.00. must present this coupon at time of purchase. Offer Expires 2/29/24.

[EE&LLEHIEE

KEAN UNIVERSITY

Closing Soon
Last Chance To View

GIANTS
DRAGONS
CENICORNS

The World of M ythic Creatures

Oct. 14, 2023 - Feb. 25, 2024
Ticketed Admission
Use discount code DRAGONS24 to receive a free ticket for every one purchased

Liberty Hall Academic Center Gallery | Kean University
1003 Morris Ave, Bldg. 2 | Union, New Jersey
Galleries.kean.edu | (908) 737-5301

Organized by the American Museum of Hatural History (amnh.orgl.




YOUNG CHAMPIONS OF WARMTH

Submitted by Linda Lampert

The chilly winter air couldn't dampen the
hearts of Franklin Elementary School's young
leaders as they bundled up for a cause worth
celebrating: their recent coat drive in partnership
with Jersey Cares, a statewide organization
dedicated to warming lives.

For the 7th year in a row, the school's dynamic
Blue & Gold Club spearheaded the drive with
the help of Madison School's nurse, Ms. Brittany
Darrow, collecting over 120 gently used winter
coats for men, women, and children in need
across New Jersey. This impressive contribution
adds to Jersey Cares' ambitious goal of gathering
and distributing more than 30,000 coats this year
alone.

"It's awesome to know we helped keep
someone warm," shared fifth-grader, Journi
Tisdale. "Every coat is like a big, fuzzy hug!"

Jersey Cares, celebrating its 27th year of
coat-collecting magic, has already warmed

over 500,000 New Jersey residents with their
annual drive. Their innovative network of
collection sites, manned by generous
volunteers like those at Franklin and Madison
Schools, allows for convenient coat donations
across the state.

"The dedication of our young citizens is truly
inspiring," said Dr. Aleya Shoieb, Rahway's
acting Superintendent. "Their contribution
strengthens our community and brings vital
warmth to countless families."

The Blue & Gold Club's unwavering
commitment to community service shines
brightly throughout the year, as they tirelessly
dedicate themselves to various charitable
initiatives. Their recent coat drive serves as a
powerful testament to the impact young minds
can have when united by a common goal.

A special thank you goes out to all who
donated coats, making this act of community
support a resounding success.

1-800-TEAM-LAW ©

INJURED?

TELL US YOUR STORY. THE CONSULTATION IS FREE.

TOBIN - KES5LER « GREENSTEIN

« CARUSO - WIENER + KONRAY

ONE OF NEW JERSEY'S
TOP-RATED LAW FIRMS

510

MILLION

Medical Malpractice

$18

MILLION

$1.9

MILLION

Car Accidant

Construction Site Accident

* Personal Injury
= Motor Vehicle Accidents
* Medical Malpractice
« Workers' Compensation

% |
.‘\“-

136 Central Avenue
Clark, New Jersey
1-B00-TEAM-LAW

+12 Office Locations
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(above) Zumera Watson, Tumera Watson, and
Journi Tisdale, proud members of Franklin
Elementary School's Blue & Gold Club.

Photo by Rahway Public Schools

RISTORANTE
Celebrate

Valentine’s
@ay

February 14

Reservations Required

Please call 908-862-0020

*

Wecfcfing & Q’arty S]oeciaﬁsts
Rooms from 25-200 people.

www.amiciristorante.com

#NJITALY
1700 W. Elizabeth Ave.
Linden, NJ
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MJ REALTORS CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE SALES AWARD N] REALTORS CIRCLE OF EXCELLEMNCE SALES AWARD
PLATINUM LEVEL COLD LEVEL

2P 029

SAMDRA CHAMBERS GLEM BAKER JOSEFPH MORREALE HICOLE PALHEm JACQUELINE HAYNES LORI CARUSO
WESTFIELD ROCKAWAY ROCKAWAY g e MORRISTOWN ROCKAWAY
M: T32-S58-8801 M- OT3-T27-A5LG [T H 971-395-3325 B S0E-21F- 'IIE-IE M- 200-250-E312 b 75 219- 3789

NI REALTORS CIRCLE OF EXCELLEMNCE SALES AWARD

T

BRIAN SIGNORELLA MICHAEL TEJADA  JODILATORRE JUAN CAMARRA TRUDY HAYES

WESTFIELD MONTCLAIR WESTFIELD MORRISTOWN MORRISTOWN
M: S08-875-8842 D08-514-3466 M: B48-203-907 M; 201-381-774) M: 008-017-0206

ORCROVE Yy

RUSI CANDHI MNICOLE FLETCHER TIMOTHY TAFFIN STEPHEM VANNESS
D-DHBH'DWSH"I' PINE BROOK ROCKAWAY ROCHKAWAY ROCKAWAY

FINE BROOK
b: 9TE-200-T2E4 M: 873-934-8095 M 97E-6T0-1954 M 5TE-A79-9657
M- a7E-727-8535

NJ REALTORS CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE SALES AWARD
BRONZE LEVEL

8009

HUI® SABRIMA® LU ROSA CASACCI EFFTHIMIA DRIMONIS EMILY FRISCH

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD MONTCLAIR MORRBISTOWMN
M: B0&-Z39-Z180 69132521 0TS 650.1226 M; §75-BT9- 2900
JOSEPH TAMMATARD GARY HAGURKA ARIMA TORRES LA TSIAVOS HEATHER
MORRISTOWH PINE BROOK FINE BROOHK ROCKAWAY MONTALBAND
b FO-TET-GS G M; 752145507 M B4E-TE0-6300 b TS 319-5103 ROCKAWAY

M; 975 727-8559

RE/MAX SELECT GROUP HAS SOLD OVER $1 BILLION ANNUALLY 5 YEARS IN A ROW

137 ELMER STREET 15 BLOOMFIELD AVE
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 MONTCLAIR, NJ 07042
O: 908-233-9292 O: 973-739-8008

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated
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Free odmission. Regisier loday: www.CityolRolveay, com/BHM

—
CIYOfrawoy vy is

DTV
L R

1 BUY OLD MOTORCYCLES

All Types - Running or Not
Same Day Pick-up .,  Call or Text Glenn

We Pay Cash &, 732-556-7636

Also Looking for

Honda Elements

Toyota Camrys
and Lexus

UPCOMING BLACK HISTORY MONTH EVENTS

City of Rahway

In honor of Black History Month, and one of
American history’s most influential individuals,
the City of Rahway proudly welcomes the Harriet
Tubman: The Beacon of Hope traveling
monument from February 1 through February 29.
The 13-foot bronze statue created by sculptor
Wesley Woftord of Woftord Sculpture Studio will
be on display at City Hall Plaza, located at 1 City
Hall Plaza, Rahway, NJ all month long, with an
official community celebration taking place on
Saturday, February 3 at 2:00 p.m.

Harriet Tubman, originally known as Araminta
Ross, was born into slavery and emerged as a
beacon of hope and resilience during a pivotal era
in American history. Renowned as a courageous
abolitionist, she not only liberated herself, but
dedicated her life to freeing countless others
through the Underground Railroad.

Harriet Tubman’s unwavering commitment to
justice and equality is vividly captured in the
monument, which portrays her as a free woman,
extending an encouraging hand to the viewer. A

closer look reveals a golden "generational key"
in her hand, inspiring observers to unlock their
inner strength and forge their destinies, mirroring
Harriet's own resilience.

As described by Wofford Sculpture Studio, the
oxen yoke is a metaphor for the yoke of slavery.
It also illustrates the legendary story of
Araminta’s youth which describes her single-
handedly steering a team of oxen for her father.
The piled shackles and chains depict all of the
lives adversely affected by the scourge of slavery.
The open shackles represent those freed by
Harriet and others on the Underground Railroad,
while the locked ones depict those not liberated
until after the Civil War. The closed manacles
also symbolize the unfinished work ahead of us,
essential to achieving a just and equitable future
for all.

The City of Rahway will be celebrating Black
History Month with a variety of activities and
educational experiences throughout the month of
February. Visit CityofRahway.com/BHM to learn
more.

RAHWAY ACADEMY BIC AWARD RECIPIENTS

Submitted by Kristina Petti

In honor of Global Education Week, Bic was
asking people to nominate schools that would
benefit from their initiative of improving learning
conditions for students worldwide. On behalf of
the Rahway 7th and 8th Grade Academy, Mr.
King nominated the school to be the recipient of
their Global Education Week donation that would
help Bic continue to meet their goals of
impacting students and staff worldwide.

The Rahway Academy was chosen as one of
the worldwide schools that would receive a Bic
care package donation of 45 cases full of pens,
pencils, and other stationary items to help
replenish their school supplies.

Mr. King, along with the help of office staff
members Teresa Rodriguez, Elizabeth Crudup,
Denise Drylewicz and Karen Barnes, were able
to create care packages of the donated Bic

products and delivered them to all of the
classrooms throughout the Rahway Academy.
They were also able to gift Ms. Highsmith and
the 50 Rahway National Junior Honors Society
members Bic Kits that were complete with pens,
pencils, pencil sharpeners, markers, and
highlighters.

On behalf of everyone at the Rahway 7th and
8th Grade Academy, Mr. King would like to
thank Bic personally for their extremely generous
donation to the Academy’s staff and students. As
well as all of the staff members that helped create
care packages and the students that helped deliver
them! “Generous acts such as those from Bic and
the staff and students of the Rahway Academy
are why I will be forever thankful [ am a part of
this community and honored I am able to help
give back whenever the opportunity presents
itself.” - Mr. King

(above) Rahway Academy was chosen as one of the worldwide schools to receive a Bic care
package donation of 45 cases full of pens, pencils, and other stationary items to help replenish
their school supplies.



PLAYGROUND PROJECT GULMINATES
YEARS OF PLANNING AND EFFORT

Rahway Public Schools

Franklin Elementary School in Rahway
recently unveiled its new early childhood
playground, a project that has been years in the
making. The playground was funded through the
preschool expansion grant that the district
received.

The ribbon-cutting ceremony was held on
November 15, 2023, and was attended by
several of the district’s administrators, as well as
6 classes of prekindergarten and kindergarten
children. The school’s Principal Dr. Patrick
Holness, Assistant Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Aleya Shoieb, and Director of Early
Childhood Education Mr. Mykel Brooks shared
some exciting words before cutting the ribbon.

"We are so excited to unveil our new early
childhood playground," said Dr. Holness. "This
project has been a long time in the making, and
we are so grateful to the Department of Early
Childhood Education for their support."

Mr. Brooks shared that he was excited to be
able to help provide a safe space for children 5
and under to play. "The old playground that was
there was not age-appropriate," he said. "This
one is much better for this age group."

After the ribbon-cutting ceremony, each
prekindergarten and kindergarten class had a
designated time slot to explore the playground's
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many features. Their laughter echoed through |

the air as they tried out their new playground,
and their faces lit up with excitement as they
engaged in play. This special day was made even

more memorable by the opportunity for |

everyone to enjoy the new playground.

"This is a great day for our district," said Dr.
Shoieb. "We are committed to providing our
students with the best possible learning
environment, and this new playground is a
major step in that direction."

The new playground features a variety of
age-appropriate equipment, including a
climbing structure, slides, a little house, and a
roadway with trikes that goes around the whole
structure.

"We are so grateful to the preschool
expansion grant that made this project possible,"
said Dr. Holness. "This new playground will be
a valuable asset to our school for years to come."

(above) Franklin School Principal Dr. Patrick
Holness, Assistant Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Aleya Shoieb, and Director of Early
Childhood Education Mr. Mykel Brooks shared
some exciting words before cutting the ribbon
during a ceremony held on November 15th.

“I am very excited to see this project come to [

fruition. The Building and Grounds department
was a huge help in getting this project off the
ground, and I am proud of the work that we have

accomplished,” said Mr. Ed Kushpa, Building E

and Grounds Manager. “I am especially excited
to see the students playing on the race track that
circles the structure. It’s great to see them
enjoying it and having fun.”

OPENING SPRING

732.376.66350

e Adult Medicine
 Dental
* Endocrinology

Central Jersey
Medical Center

1540 Roosevelt Avenue, Carteret

Call to register and schedule an appointment.

Central Jersey Medical Center
(732) 376 - 9333 | www.cjmc.us

We accept most insurance plans,

including Medicaid and Medicare.

If you are uninsured you may
qualify for our sliding fee scale.

Our Endocrinologists
specialize in diabetes,
thyroid disorders

and obesity.

Central Jersey
Medical Center

1540 Reosevelt Avenue, Carters
73237448450

(above) Franklin Elementary School Unveils

New Early Childhood Playground Project
Culminates Years of Planning and Effort

Photos by Rahway Public Schools
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A TRIBUTE TO RAHWAY SOLDIERS WHO FOUGHT IN THE USCT

Submitted by Al Shipley, City Historian and Rahway Library Research Consultant

The assault on Fort Sumter took place on April
12, 1861, starting a bloody war that would last
four long years. Most thought the war would be
over in a few short months with limited loss of
lives, property, or finances. By the end of the first
year, however, reality had set in. With the
realization that a long conflict was looming,
President Abraham Lincoln decided that it was
not only necessary but also vital for the North to
enlist black men into the army. With pressure and
personal council from leading abolitionists
including Frederick Douglass, the President knew
that if blacks were allowed to fight, it would help
to cripple the economy of the South. He also
believed that the black soldiers would make
outstanding fighters and had a special cause that
would drive their efforts. Lincoln signed the
Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863,
and five months later, on May 22nd, the
recruitment of United States Colored Troops
began in full force.

The men who made up the USCT comprised a
diverse group. Some were former slaves, others
were freemen, some were young, some older, yet
they all shared a common bond of unity as they
fought for their individual states and the Union.
Over 209,000 men of color, enough to fill 175
regiments would eventually enlist, making up
one-tenth of the entire Union Army. Many black
men from this area were mustered into the 22nd,
25th, 41st, and 127th regiments. Their actions
would prove to bolster the Union war effort at the
most critical time.

L'.']
CHESS IN MILLBURN

CHESS ACADEMY

Individual and group lessons
From beginners on up.

* In-person and Online Lessons

* Regular classes at
27 Bleeker St., Millburn, NJ

* Rated Chess Tournaments
* Search us on YouTube: Chess Party

908-416-1695
Visit our website for details and placement test!

ChessinMillburn.com

chessinmillburn@gmail.com

The service records of the 22nd and 127th
regiments are especially worthy of review. The
two highly decorated regiments were active in the
siege operations against Petersburg and
Richmond (June 16, 1864 - April 2, 1865), the
Battle of Dutch Gap (August, 1864), Chaffin’s
Farm (September, 1864), and the Battle of Fair
Oaks (October, 1864). A specific instance of the
regiment’s bravery in battle was illustrated on
June 15, 1864, when it was reported that “the
men of the 22nd met the enemy near Baylor’s
farm as Confederate shells were tearing up the
troops. The advancing Union lines began to fall
back and were only saved when the 22nd
Regiment led a charge and joining with the 5th
USCT drove the Confederates from their
position, captured one gun, and saved the
division’s honor.”

The two regiments were later honored when
they were selected to be part of the first group of
Union troops to march into Richmond and
occupy the Confederate capital on April 3, 1865.
A part of the regiment was on duty at

(above) A brick memorial, topped with a bronze
plaque, overlooks the graves of soldiers who
fought during the Civil War as members of the
USCT. The plaque lists the names of the 29
USCT soldiers buried in the historic Rahway
Cemetery. The monument was unveiled this past
July during the annual “Forgotten Heroes”
remembrance program organized by the
American Legion, Mackie Post 499.

Are you Spiritual?
Seeking? Curious?

Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865, when
Confederate General Robert E. Lee surrendered.
The regiment also participated as part of the
escort at the funeral of President Lincoln, and
days later were part of the group pursuing the
President’s assassin.

Over the duration of the Civil War, more than
530 young men who called Rahway home would
join the fight, of which over 50 were men of
color. Of the 305 Civil War soldiers who are
buried in the historic Rahway Cemetery, 29 were
members of the USCT. Four of them, Evan C.
Randolph, Peter Robinson, Joseph Freeman, and
Enos Freeman were part of the 22nd, a regiment
that was the second most highly decorated unit
of the USCT. (Note: The 54th Massachusetts, the
unit on which the movie “Glory” was based, was
the most highly decorated).

The bravery and sacrifice of the United States
Colored Troops during one of the most
tumultuous events in our country’s history should
not go unnoticed. It is important that all
Americans know their story.

COME & SEE

The Alpha Winter/Sprnng 13-week program bDegins at no cost 1o you

Monday February 5, 2024

700 PM LIVE @ The Mazareth Canter, Immaculate Heart of Mary Churgh, 1571 South Martine Ave

Scoltch Plains, Please register before 1/29/24. More delalls available at wwy.ihmparish.net/alpha




HOUSEPLANTS
THE RIGHT PLANT IN THE RIGHT SPAGE

When you first walk into a modern
greenhouse, you’ll most likely step into an area
filled with beautiful plants from rain gardens and
tropical regions from all over the world. Although
captivating to look at these may not be the best
plants for your home environment or the spot you
want to put it in.

Gardeners have a motto, ‘The Right Plant in
The Right Place’. This basic guideline helps keep
your garden plants healthy and happy which
makes them easier to care for. This applies to
your indoor plants also. The wrong amount of
sun, shade or moisture will result in sickly plants
unable to fight off insect pests or diseases. If
poorly placed even a hardy plant will quickly
weaken, breaking down its ability to protect
itself.

If you are one of the people that always says
“I kill everything,” you might just be trying to
grow the wrong plants for your home
environment or your solution might be as easy as
moving you plants to a more favorable spot.

Many tropical plants like a sunny window but
there are many which are ‘understory’ plants that
grow under other trees and plants. These plants
require some shade during the day or their leaves
will burn and dry up.

Philodendrons are a group of tropical plants
that prefer indirect sunlight making them a good
choice for many spaces in our modern homes.

Succulent plants, which include the fascinating
cactus, are considered one of the most specialized
of all plant groups. Since they live chiefly in
areas typically hot and dry they assume fantastic
forms which enable them to survive in regions of
adverse conditions. This helps them conserve
water and reduce transpiration. The root systems
are shallow which helps the plants to quickly
absorb any water that comes its way. -Wyman’s
Gardening Encyclopedia.*

(above) Christmas Cactus have 2 close
relatives, Easter Cactus and Thanksgiving
Cactus which bloom every year when their

names suggest. You can research how to help
trigger flowering on You Tube & Google.

Succulents are extremely popular now as
millennials decorate their homes with plants that
are easy to care for. Succulents store water in
their leaves and the name succulents actually
means ‘juicy leaves’ so they only need water
every few weeks or once a month. I water mine
the first week of the month so it’s easy for me to
remember. If your home is shady these are not the
plant for your space.

Many succulent plants such as the Christmas
cactus flower, bring a blast of color into your
home every year.

Most plants come with a tag that gives the
buyer basic information such and light and
watering requirements. Today it is easy for many
people to get additional information on the plants
special requirements from your cell phone right
in the greenhouse as you are buying it. This is a
great way to find out if your new plant is a good
fit for you and your home environment.
Information for proper care will include light,
temperature, watering, feeding requirements,
repotting and propagation and any special care

Providing Energy.
Improving Lives.

ﬁﬁ [ BAYWAY REFINERY

Dadety Monoe Comemeg maem

DOUBLE D

CONSTRUICTION

Home Improvements

(732) 981-0800

WA DDLU ELEBGDNETHUETHJN N-J L'.'-DM

Proudly serving Middlesex, Somerset, Union,
Morris & surrounding counlies for over 30 years!
CGall now lor your iree, no obligation estimale!

= » [Doars
SZ50 OFF Any Job 1 . m = Decks
$50000rMore - Gumers -  Interior
- Windows - And Maorg
ﬁi‘}mnumu
FACEBODK.COM/DoubleDConstructioni)

Hcertainteed

da w8 e

*S®

OUR TOWN Zatway * Page 13 » February 2024

(above) Past President of The Rahway Garden
Club, James Keane, has been researching and
answering garden questions since 19935.
Visit 'Keane Gardener' blog at:
keanegardener.blogspot.com

your new plant requires.

Heads up, overwatering is the number cause of
disease and root rot for many plants. Your pots
need a hole in the bottom for drainage. Cover the
hole with a piece of screen or a piece of a used
dryer sheet to keep the soil in the pot. Also the
finger test is very helpful when watering your
plants. Stick your fingertip into the top of the soil.
If the soil is wet do not water for a few days to
allow it to dry out.

*Wyman’s Gardening Encyclopedia — Donald
Wyman

Enjoy gardening all year all, Z

”FREE - ALL WELCOME

THURSDAY EVENING, 7-8 pm - February 15th

Merchants & Drovers Tavern Museum
1062 ST. Georges Ave, Rahway, NJ 07065

TOPIC: HOUSEPLANTS
THE RIGHT PLANT IN THE RIGHT PLACE

Wills SAM’S Ll
LANDSCAPING

& WEEKLY LAWN SERVICE
« PROPERTY CLEANUP
& PLANTING

& MULCH
A 3.y COMPLETE

prsywwdl PROPERTY

& TOPSOIL CARE
* TRIMMING

SAMSLANDSCAPING.COM
908-441-1302
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Marketing
Toolbox

Renna Media offers a full
range of marketing services,
in print and online, hyper-
local to regional, for every
budget and market size.

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS

We mail 160,000 newspapers
to every home and business in
24 towns.You can advertise
in any number of towns.
Ads start at $60.

FULL GOLOR PRINTING

We print flyers and menus,
full color, two sided,
on coated stock for only
$45 per thousand.

DIRECT MAIL

Insert your flyer into the
newspapers and get it mailed
to every home and business for
$60 per thousand and as low as
$30 per thousand for higher
quantities.

ONLINE MARKETING

Online ads and press releases
designed and placed to drive
traffic to your website and get
your phone ringing.

SOCIAL MEDIA

We can design and/or manage
your social media campaign
from passive to aggressive plans
customized to work within
your budget.

WEBSITE AND
SEO SERVICES

Start with an audit/analysis

of your website giving you a

report and recommendations
for $250.

It is highly recommended to
have a marketing plan and
budget before spending.

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A
FREE GONSULTATION.
908-447-1295

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY!

Tina Renna 908-418-5586 * tinarenna@rennamedia.com
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 + joerenna@rennamedia.com
202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Online at RennaMedia.com
and NJLocalinfo.com

Gall today for FREE consult on
marketing and business plans.

Advertise
in 1 or all
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MOAB LODGE #70 WARMS STUDENTS
WITH WINTER COATS

Submitted by Dyan McMillen

Facing the frosty breath of winter, the students
of Grover Cleveland School received a
heartwarming gift: a bountiful collection of warm
coats courtesy of Moab Lodge #70, a Rahway-
based chapter of the PH.A. and F & A M led by
Worshipful Master Augustus Johnson and
supported by dedicated brother Gary Hall, Senior
Wardon Dontrell Moore, and Past Master Jimmy
Sims, the Lodge spearheaded a successful coat
drive to ensure no student went cold this season.

The initiative, driven by a deep commitment
to community service, saw Moab Lodge
members rally their families, friends, and fellow
Brothers in arms. The response was
overwhelming, with donations pouring in from
all corners. From cozy puffer jackets to snuggly
fleece hoodies, the pile of coats grew daily,
reflecting the generosity and empathy of the local
community.

"Seeing the joy on these children's faces is
truly the greatest reward," stated Worshipful
Master Johnson. "These coats are more than just
warmth; they're a symbol of community, of
coming together to ensure our most vulnerable
neighbors are cared for. This is the essence of
Freemasonry: building bridges, fostering
brotherhood, and making a positive impact on the
lives around us."

The successful coat drive is just one example
of Moab Lodge #70's unwavering commitment
to Rahway. Whether it's volunteering at local
food banks, organizing mentorship programs, or
supporting educational initiatives, the Lodge
consistently strives to uplift and empower its
community.

This winter, thanks to the dedication of Moab
Lodge #70 and the generosity of countless
donors, the hallways of Grover Cleveland School
will be filled not just with laughter and learning,
but also with the comforting embrace of winter
warmth.

Photos by Dyan McMillen

to Every Home and Business in Town!

FLYERS - $45 PER THOUSAND
8.5" x 11" / Full color / 2 sided / 60Ib gloss coated stock
Tri-fold add $10 per thousand. Minimum order $450

LARGE MENUS - PRINTING - $85 PER THOUSAND
For quantities more than 50,000 cost is $55 per thousand.
11"x17" / Full color /2 sided / 601b gloss coated stock. Min. order $850 W
Includes folding (quarter fold or tri-fold, with or without coupons tab)
INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS
$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.)

Minimum order $400

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295

email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

PAYLESS ROOFING

Roofing & Repairs * Metal Roofing
Window Replacements ¢ Vinyl Siding
Emergency Repairs
Many References 22 Years

Call 908-486-0866
or 973-906-8404

Lic # 13VH00418100

FREE ESTIMATES

AW Phases of
Electrical Work

.. ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

ELECTRICAL REPAIR + CONTROL WIRING  CIRCUIT BREAKERS
ELECTRICAL PANELS  SMART HOME SERVICES * BOILERS
EV CHARGER INSTALLATION » SMOKE DETECTORS
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT - 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Lic.# 20 'I - 6 00_3 5 3 o Bonded

888400 & Insured

The Gateway Family YMCA |s a nonprofit crganization
dedicated to strengthening community.
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HILARIOUS WHODUNIT
COMING TO CDC
THEATRE IN CRANFORD

The Musical Comedy Murders of 1940, an
Agatha-Christie-meets-Clue parody, is full of
twists, turns, red herrings and slapstick for
audiences of all ages! John Bishop’s 1987
comedy is a send-up of all the cliches and
stereotypes from both musical theater and murder
mysteries thrown together and shaken up for
laughs.

The creative team responsible for a recent
Broadway flop assemble for a backer's audition
of their new show at the Westchester estate of a
wealthy and eccentric theatre financier.
However, the shadow of the team’s last show
hangs over the group-- Manhattan Holiday was
ravaged by the “Stage Door Slasher,” a
mysterious killer who stabbed chorus girls. As
the composer, lyricist, actors and director prepare
their performance, and a blizzard cuts off any
possible retreat, bodies start to drop in plain sight.
It doesn't take long for everyone to figure out that
one of them is The Stage Door Slasher and
accusing fingers point in all directions. The
bumbling police inspector, who snowshoes in to
investigate, is hoping to flush out the killer from
this group of suspects--but the killer has other
plans. More than that, the threat of Nazi saboteurs
lurks among them!

Will the Slasher be unmasked? Maybe, but not
before the audience has been treated to a
rollicking good time full of the author’s biting,
satiric and irreverent wit.

Performances are at CDC Theatre, 78 Winans
Ave. in Cranford with shows on Fridays and
Saturdays, February 9-24 at 8pm and on Sunday,
February 18 at 2pm. For the best ticket selection
and price, visit cdctheatre.org.

CDC Theatre presents

Fri/Sat. Feb 9-24 at 8pm  edctheatre.org

Sun. Feb. 18 at 2pm O08-276-761 1
78 Winans Ave Cranford, NJ ( @
Ty
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METRO _ .2 WItty's

- Fine Wine and Liquors
LINDEN .

— - ORDER ONLINE AT
ORDER ONLINE AT = www.wittyswine.com

www.metroliquors.com rysy
908-925-1770 732-381-6776

PICK-UP CURBSIDE

PICK-UP CURBSIDE

OR DELIVERY
1179 WEST ST. GEORGES AVE.

870 ST. GEORGES AVE.
(RT. 27) RAHWAY, NJ 07065

(RT. 27) LINDEN, NJ 07036 3 : email: wittyswines@gmail.com
email: metroliquors@gmail.com —
Hours: Mon. thru Sat. 9am - 10pm, Sun: 11am - 8pm @:‘;ﬁ Hours: Mon. thru Wed. 9am - 9pm, Thur. - Sat. 9am - 10pm, Sun. 10am - 7pm
Like us on Facebook: Facebook.com/metrolinden and Facebook.com/wittyswines
WHISKY WINE
Ballantine ..o, | D) D $30.99  Apsolut (regular) Bartenura Moscato ................ccccoovvernnnnne. $12.99
Buchanan's 12yrsold ...................... 750ml.ceniiiinnn. $29.99  Apsolut (regular).......ovvvvovvveeeeeeeeenee 1.75L Barone Fini Pinot Grigio .......ccccccoeuvuuenee. $11.99
Buchanan's 12yrsold ...................... L75L oo, $57.99 Belvedere Organic Vodka................. 1L oo $39.99 Beringer White Zinfandel $ 5.99
Bushmill'sIrish ................cocoooen. 1.75L oo $4699 Belvedere Organic Vodka............... 1750 ool $4g_gg Beringer White Zinfandel...........c............. 1.5L ..., $ 9.49
Chivas Regal.................cccccccooeeeenee. 750 Ml $31.99  Giroc (all types) Black BoX (ALl TYPES)....veveveerrerrrereeenes
Chivas Regal..............ccccooeuviuniunrnncen. | ) D $62.99  Ciroc (all types) ovvvvrrvvveeeererrr. 1.75L Carnivor Cabernet Sauvignon...
Chivas Regal 18 yrsold .................. 750 ml..oceecricnnnen $82.99  Finlandia........... Casal Garcia Vinho Verde
Crown Royal ...........cccooovvrniinnne. 750ml..ceeeeinns $28.99  Finlandia.......... Cavit (ALl TYPeS) «.ecvvveeeereeeneeeireceneinnes L5L e, $15.99
Crown Royal ............cccoovriiniinnne. L75L oo $50.99  Grey Goose.......... Clos du Bois Chardonnay
Dewars 12yrsold..............cc........... 750ml....eeeneieen. $25.99  Grey Goose.......... Dom Perignon...............cocoovveeneneincnnennee
Dewars12yrsold.............cccoveeee. | D) D $45.99  Ketel One ... Dreaming Tree (ALl Types)....ccccovvvevnenee. 750mL............. $13.99
Dewars White Label ...................... 750 Ml $20.99  Ketel ON€ ..o 1.75L . Ecco Domani Pinot Grigio
Dewars White Label ....................... ) S $33.99  Luksusowa Vodka ... 1.75L . Adagio Pinot Grigio...............c.ccoveevennne. 1.5L
Gentleman Jack............................... 750ml.ceeiiiinnn. $29.99  pinnacle (all types).......covvvveveeeen 750Mleeee $11.99  Freixenet Brut, Extra, Extra Dry.............. 750ml ............ $11.99
Gentleman Jack............................... | D) D $52.99  Ppinnacle (80 proof) .........vvvvveveeeeeee 1750 o $17.99  Gato Negro (All Types) ........cccoooovrrrvunnce ] DR $ 9.99
Glenmorangie 10yrs old.................. 750ml...ccneciciinnn. $40.99  gkyy Gazela Vinho Verde.................c.cccccccco.c.. 750ml............. $ 6.49
Glenlivet12yrsold ......................... 750 Ml $56.99  sohieski . Joseph Carr Cabernet Sauvignon............. 750ml............. $21.99
Glenlivet12yrsold ......................... | V) D $104.99  sohieski...ooooo 1.75L . Kendall Jackson Vintners Chardonnay ....750ml ............ $13.99
Grants ...........occovvveeeeecceen. 750mL.ceceniiiinn. $15.99  stolichnaya (all types).........ccoooo.... 1750 o $30.99  Kim Crawford Sauvignon Blanc ............. 750ml ............ $14.99
Grants ..........o.coovveeieneieinceeene. L75L oo $24.99  Tanqueray Sterling ......................... 750 e $19.99  Louis Jadot Beaujolais Villages .............. 750ml ............ $13.99
Jack Daniels ..............cccooccvennnes 750ml....cececeinnen $27.99  Tanqueray Sterling ......................... LS50 $30.99  Louis Jadot Pouilly Fuisse
Jack Daniels ... L75L e $48.99  Tnree Olives (all LYPES) cerrrrveeeeeree 1L o $19.99  Martini & RossiAsti ..................c............
Jack Daniels Fire........................... 750ml....oieinnes $26.99 Tito'sVodka ... 1.75L o $31.99 Menage aTroisRed ...,
Jack Daniels Fire............................. L75L v $48.99 Mi Amore Red..........................
Jameson ... 750ml...ceiii $32.99 RUM Moet Imperial Champagne
JAMeSON ... 175 oo $60.99  BacardiLight & Gold.................... 750l $13.99  Noble Wine 337, 667 ..o
Jim Beam Whisky ........................... 1 BrA] TR $32.99  BacardiLight & Gold..................... L75L i $20.99  papi (Al Types) .oooooocorrrrnnn.
Johhnie Walker Bl ...................... 750ml.........ooooe.. $193.99  Captain Morgan Spice.................. LT5L e $27.99  Ruffino Chianti
Johhnie Walker Blue ...................... 175L oo $449.99  Malibu...oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 750Mmlnn $21.99  Ryffino Chianti
Johnnie Walker Black..................... 10 I $29.99  Malibu......ooororrmm LIR) DYS— $31.99  Ruffino Pinot Grigio ................
Johnnie Walker Black...................... 1750 o, $59.99 TEQUILA Ruffino Tan label ................... 750ml ............ $19.99
Johnnie Walker Double Black ......... 750ml....cerceann. $35.99  pejeon Blanco Tequila ... 750ml $37.99 Santa Margerita Pinot Grigio 750ml ............ $22.09
Johnnie WalkerRed ....................... 750ml...ecriciieene $19.99 Deleon Blanco Tequila .................. 1.75L $59.99 Silver Oak Alexander Valley Cabernet ....750ml .......... $115.99
Johnnie WalkerRed ........................ | D) D $33.99  pawronsilver ... 750ml $13.09
Macallan 12yrs old (double cask)...750ml...................... $74.99  pawonsiver ... 175L $12.49
m:::::: m;::: .................................... 1570;;1‘1 ...................... :gggg Cantera Negra Coffee Teqllila ......... 750l oo $zggg
BEER
GIN Becks (120z) 24pK.......ccoveveerenennen. 24K e $27.99
Beefeater ... 150 e $36.99 BleMoon ... 24PK v 336.49 We specialize in hard to find items
Bombay Saphire ..................... 2 $39.99 DBudandBudlitecans.............. 30PK e 325.99 d cust d tust ask!
Seagram's gin ..........coooovcoeeevvcr. 175 o, $24.99 Budand Bud Lite loose bottles......... 24pK v 322.99 anad custom orders, Just ask:
TaNQUEraY ............cocooveverrerrrinnnns 750ml ..o $22.99 goors ::"e/ﬁ‘:i’z)fans """"""""""" 12PK :;ggg P e gy
oors Lite/Miller Lite loose bottles. 24pk .........cccevenee. . 1 0, 1 (o)
Tanqueray ................cccooocoovvveennnenn. 175L oo $38.99 Coors Lite/Miller Lite ... 30pk $26.99 |, 10 /0 OFF : I 15 /o OFF :
COGNAC & BRANDY Corona/Corona Lite 10ose bottles .... 24pK ................. s32.99 (1 Any purchase of |, Any purchase of ,
. Dab (1607) cans.........ccocenvunerenrennee 24K oo, $26.99 |1 6 hottles of wine 1! 12 hottles of wine !
Courvoisier V.S. ............c...c..c........ 750ml...c.eenne. $35.99  Founders All Day IPA.................. 15pK oo $17.49 |1 Restriction apply. 1 Restriction apply. 1
Courvoisier V.S. ... LTS oo $60.99  Hoineken/Heineken Lite bottles ... 24pK o $32.99 [ ICoupons not valid on sale items.1 I Coupons not valid on sale items. I
Remy Martin V.5.0.P. ........coo...... (L 350.99 ) and Shark. ... 24PK o $20.99 |t mmmmmmmmm Al m -
Remy Martin V.S.0.P. ... 1750 oo $129.99 | och (500M1) oo 200K oo $32.99 Visit our facehook page for news nf_ next tasting event:
Modelo Especial cans................. 24DK $29.99 facehook.com/metrolinden
CORDIALS Pabst Blue Ribbon cans............... 30pK oo $20.99 « o
Bailey's Irish Cream.................. L75L e $47.99  Pilsner Urquell ... 24K o $30.99 Cold or warm Beer = Same Price
Duggan’s Irish Cream...................... 1.75L oo $32.99  Sam Adams Boston Lager .............. 24pK oo $34.99 “Visit the store for more In-Store Specials!”
Kahlua...........c.c.coooovevei 1750 o, $45.99  Stella Artois loose bottles............... 24PK e $32.99 . . . . .
KrupniK.........ooooovveiecenn. 750ml.cceenieinnen. $20.99  SuperBOCK...........cooovvecoorerveerreereennn. 24PK oo $32.99 ABC prices prevail other prices, limited to store inventory.
LiCOr 43, 750ml.....ooreeenen. $27.99  Yuengling Lager bottles................... 24K oo, $23.99 Not responsible for typographical errors.

Licord3.......ccoooiiiciccis /) S $45.99  Zywiec (11.202) ..oovvvvvvevevreerrenane. 24DK o $21.99 Prices may vary.



