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MAILED FREE TO EVERY HOME  
AND BUSINESS IN SUMMIT
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CALL FOR DETAILS 
908-418-5586

GROW YOUR 
BUSINESS

Place your ad 
in this space 

and be in 
every mailbox 

in town!

FOSTER YOUTH JOIN FOREVER FAMILIES AT ADOPTION DAY

time coming for these sisters, and it was amazing,” 
she said. “I've been their advocate since 2020. 
Between their adoptive families and all involved, 
embraces and cheers were aplenty. My time as their 
CASA volunteer was both rewarding and 
challenging. I’m thankful I could help ensure their 
needs were met and services were provided while in 
care.” 

Adoption Day is a national movement to raise 
awareness of children in foster care. Since its 
inception 23 years ago, nearly 60,000 children have 
found permanency. More than 437,000 youth in the 
United States are currently in the child welfare 
system awaiting a permanent home, and the average 
wait is four years. For more than 23,000 youth, that 
doesn’t happen, and they age out of the system, 
facing life on their own. 

For details on CASA of Passaic and Union 
Counties, becoming an advocate for foster children 
or other opportunities to support the organization’s 
work, log on to www.casapassaicunion.org.

(above) Sheriff’s officers dressed as superheroes, 
and maned a Batmobile outside the courthouse.

CASA of Passaic and Union Counties 
On a recent fall morning, five youth ranging from three to 10 years 

old entered the courtrooms of Superior Court Judges Gavin 
Handwerker, Paul Nieves and Chanel Hudson as foster youth and, 
shortly after, emerged as official members of their new families. 

Adoption Day is eagerly anticipated by many at Union County’s 
Family Court, as ample smiles fill the courthouse – a juxtaposition to 
the daily navigation of complex issues fraught with loss or discord. 
This year, county dignitaries presented families with proclamations and 
certificates, and festivities included performances by 30 high school 
students from Elizabeth’s Thomas Jefferson Arts Academy A Cappella 
Choir; a former foster youth sharing her personal journey and adoption 
story; a roaming balloon artist; sheriff’s officers dressed as superheroes 
and a Batmobile outside for visiting; furry greetings from Kenilworth’s 
David Brearley Middle High School mascot bear; personalized 
cupcakes; and ice cream, face painting, and friendship-bracelet making 
stations. 

CASA of Passaic and Union Counties presented family fun-themed 
gift baskets made possible in part from donations by David Brearley 
Bears That Care program and the Union County Bar Association. 
Baskets were given to all those finalizing on Adoption Day, as well as 
several families who adopted earlier in the year. 

Cynthia Evans of Scotch Plains was among the CASA volunteers to 
attend the ceremonies for their assigned children. "The day was a long 

(above) Festivities included a 
balloon artist; personalized 

cupcakes; and ice cream, face 
painting, and friendship-bracelet 

making stations.

(left)Each family received a 
basket made possible by 
CASA of Passaic and Union 
Counties & the David 
Brearley Middle High School 
Bears That Care Program.



Summit Times • Page 2  • January 2024

Renna Media LLC, Publishers 
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016  

Summit Times is published by Renna Media. 9,600 
newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every business 
and resident in Summit, NJ. Although great care has been 
taken to ensure the information contained within is accurate, 
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or omissions.  

©2023 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced 
without written consent from Renna Media LLC. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone 
you know accomplish something amazing? 
We are interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (accomplishment, honor, award, 
etc.), send us your news!  
Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

ADVERTISING 
Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 

joerenna@rennamedia.com

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ Summit Times

SUMMIT FREE MARKET EVENTS ANNOUNCED
The City of Summit is announcing the 2024 

event dates for the Summit Free Market. 
Summit Free Market events will continue to be 

held on the second Saturday of each month from 
8 a.m. – 3 p.m. at the Municipal Transfer Station 
on 40 New Providence Avenue. The Summit Free 
Market will also be open for one additional 
weekday event each month on the following 
Fridays from 12 to 2 p.m., excluding the month 
of December. Dates are as follows: January 26, 
February 23, March 22, April 26, May 24, June 
21, July 26, August 23, September 27, October 
25, and November 22 

The Summit Free Market Committee is a 
student-led, volunteer-run initiative that hosts 
monthly events at the Transfer Station located at 
40 New Providence Avenue. Residents can bring 
reusable, yard-sale quality items to share, and 
take whatever they may want or need at no 
charge. Since its inception in 2008, the Summit 
Free Market has served more than 5000 residents 
and has kept over 175 tons of reusable material 
from the waste stream. 

Residents must have a permit to access the 
Transfer Station to attend. Permits can be 
purchased online through the City of Summit 
Parking Services Agency. 
The City of Summit implemented the following 
guidelines for the Summit Free Market in 
September 2023:  

• 60-Minute Time Limit: Visitors are limited to 
60 minutes per Summit Free Market event. 
This helps ensure that all community members 
have an opportunity to participate and benefit. 

• No Resellers Allowed: The Summit Free 
Market is intended to serve as a space for 
community sharing and exchange. In line with 
these core values, reselling items collected 
from the event is not permitted. 
Signs are posted to inform visitors of the new 

policies. Any observed violations may result in 
immediate expulsion from the event and future 
Summit Free Market events. 

Residents are asked to follow guidelines from 
the Summit Free Market Committee when 
donating items. Visit the Summit Free Market 
website for more information: 
Summitfreemarket.org.
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THE SUMMIT FOUNDATION AWARDS $333,754 IN GRANTS
independent in their own homes 

• $25,000 to the Summit Interfaith Council to 
provide care coordination with network 
partners for housing insecure individuals in 
Summit 

• $5,000 for free tickets to performances at New 
Jersey Festival Orchestra for senior citizens at 
SAGE Eldercare, Sunrise Assisted Living, and 
Summit Senior Housing 

• $5,000 for renovations and improvements to 
Summit Playhouse 

• $4,000 to Vivid Stage for a NJ premiere 
production of Kodachrome 
Also receiving grants are NJ Jazz Society, NJ 

Intergenerational Orchestra, Family Promise, Girl 
Scout Troop 45827, One World One Love, 
Imagine, Paper Mill Playhouse, Second Street 
Youth Center, St. Joseph Social Service Center, 
The Midland School, Empowering Kids 
Organization, United Way of Greater Union 
County, Senior Center of the Chathams, and 
Wharton Institute for the Performing Arts 
(Wharton Arts). 

The Summit Foundation fosters philanthropy 
by identifying local needs and offering donors 
flexible ways to make a difference in the lives of 
their neighbors. In the past decade, The Summit 
Foundation’s has invested $10.3 million in the 
community through strategic grants, 
scholarships, donor-advised distributions, and 
pass-through funds.  

Visit summitforever.org.

(above) The Mabie Playground, located in the 
Village Green, received a $60,000 grant to go 

towards creating the City of Summit’s first fully 
ADA accessible and sensory-friendly 

playground.

The Summit Foundation awarded $333,754 in 
grants to 23 local nonprofit organizations. 
Through biannual grant cycles, The Summit 
Foundation strategically directs funds to make an 
enduring impact on the community. Focus areas 
include civic and community resources, 
healthcare, arts and culture, people with special 
needs, older adults, and education. 

“Our grantmaking is aimed at supporting 
organizations dedicated to providing essential, 
innovative, and life-enriching resources and 
services to the Summit area,” said Dana Turk, 
president of The Summit Foundation. 

The awards were approved by the board of 
trustees at its December meeting. Grant amounts 
and recipients include: 
• $60,000 toward the rebuilding of Mabie 

Playground in Village Green to create City of 
Summit’s first fully ADA accessible and 
sensory-friendly playground 

• $37,500 for Phase III of the Summit Park 
Line, including an entrance on Broad Street, 
landscaping, and fortifying bridges 

• $40,000 to Community FoodBank of NJ to 
provide nutritious food and fresh produce for 
food insecure Summit residents 

• $35,000 to Children’s Specialized Hospital 
Foundation for the Pediatric Developmental 
Behavioral Program 

• $25,000 to Center for Hope Hospice for 
patient-centered, palliative care for Union 
County seniors so they can remain 

VOLUNTEER ON BOARDS 
AND COMMISSIONS

The City of Summit is actively seeking 
volunteers from the community to serve on 
several of its boards and commissions. 

Each November, the Mayor and Common 
Council begin the annual process of reviewing 
volunteer applications and appointing new 
members. Terms vary from one to five years of 
service with an opportunity for re-appointment. 
The city keeps applications active for two years. 

The deadline to apply is November 15, 2023. 
A complete list of boards and commissions can 
be found on the city website at 
cityofsummit.org/volunteer. Residents can apply 
now using the online portal. Please contact the 
City Clerk’s Office at 908-273-6400 with any 
questions.
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908-543-8900 
acehandymanservices.com 
unioncountynj@acehandymanservices.com 

940 South Ave W. STE D 
Westfield, NJ 07090

We Love to Help!

Ace Handyman Services Union County NJ  
Our Craftsmen are Licensed, Bonded, Insured and Background Checked.

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm 
Saturday by Appointment 

SHS COUNTY CHAMPS GIRLS SOCCER TEAM HELPS ELKS HELP HOMELESS
The Summit High School (SHS) Girls Soccer 

Team not only won the Union County 
Championship this Fall (a first for SHS), but they 
also excelled off the field. Members of the team 
- led by their three Captains: Bridget Grennon, 
Joelle Ma, and Valentina Moretti - worked to 
make a difference by creating an online apparel 
store to raise funds for the benefit of homeless 
veterans. Through their generous efforts, they not 
only promoted the cause and widened support, 
they also generated a donation of $1,000, 
presented to the Summit Elks, which will go 
directly to help homeless veterans.  

Assistance for homeless veterans is an 
extremely worthy cause. There are over 38,000 
homeless veterans nationally. Throughout the 
State of New Jersey, Elks help veterans who are 
homeless in a variety of ways including; 
furnishing their new home, paying for hotel 
rooms and storage units while they await 
housing, and helping with food, clothes and other 
essentials. In the past year alone, New Jersey Elks 
have assisted more than 180 veterans in need. 

If you’re interested in donating to the cause, 
please email apolloh99@yahoo.com and visit 
Elks.org for more information about The Elks 
and how to join.

(above) Anthony Moretti (Captain’s parent), Rick Wolffe (Elks), Coach Matthew Carder, Captains: 
Valentina Moretti, Joella Ma, Bridget Grennon, and Apollo Hrehorovich, and Lou DeSocio (Elks).

Courtesy photo

ORANGE MATTRESS 
——- C U S T O M  B E D D I N G  ——-

• Matresses 
• Box Springs 
• Round Beds 
• Pillows 

Will beat any competitor price for same or similar product.

• Adjustable Beds 
• Mattress Toppers 
• Hybrid Mattresses 
• Custom Sheets

A Family Business Since 1902. 

mycustombedding.com 
800-761-1100

CUSTOM MATTRESSES MADE TO ORDER! 
Any Size • Natural • Double Sided • Affordable Mattresses

Call Today  
or Visit Our  
Showroom 
in Clark, NJ. 
1049 Raritan Road

SHOP LOCAL
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Dr. Mindy Ok

137 Summit Ave., 1st Fl, Summit, NJ

Call today and ask about  
our VIP Botox/Derma Filler  
Program. 

OUR SERVICES 
• PREVENTIVE CARE 

• RESTORATIVE CARE 

• EAT, CHEW & SMILE NATURALLY  

WITH DENTAL IMPLANTS 

• COSMETIC DENTISTRY 

• MERCURY-FREE DENTISTRY 

• INVISALIGN® CLEAR ORTHODONTICS 

• JUVEDERM® 

• BOTOX®

HOURS: Mon:    9 am - 6 pm  
Tue:   10 am - 7 pm 
Wed:    7 am - 6 pm  
Thu:     8 am - 7 pm 
Fri:       9 am - 3 pm 
Sat:      8 am - 1 pm

Dr. Mindy Ok earned her Doctor 
of Dental Medicine degree from 
the University of Pennsylvania 
School of Dental Medicine, one of 
the top dental schools in the 
country. Dr. Ok strives to provide 
every patient with a thorough and 
relaxing visit.

Trusted, Comfortable & Caring Dentistry 
 

Call Us Today 
to Request an Appointment! 

908-273-3873 
 

www.summitdentist.com

NO DENTAL INSURANCE?  
NO PROBLEM. 

Join our in-house dental plan for a reasonable 
yearly membership fee. No annual maximum! 

Call to find out the details. 

WE WILL MAXIMIZE 
YOUR INSURANCE! 

If you have insurance where a co-pay is not required, your exam, 
x rays & cleaning will be at no cost to you. Cash, Check or  

Credit Cards only, or your insurance may cover. If your insurance  
requires a co-pay, you must pay a small out of pocket cost. 

No Dental Insurance? We’ve Got an In-House Plan to Help!

$0 Adult Brighter, Whiter Cleaning 
$0 Adult Exam 
$0 Child cleaning and Exam 
$0 Second Opinion Evaluation
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The Summit Police Department is sharing 

safety tips to ensure a safe and happy holiday 
season for everyone. 

When possible, use online tracking to know 
when packages are being delivered and try to 
remove them from your porch or front steps as 
soon as possible. 

After unwrapping packages, do not put boxes 
for large, expensive equipment, such as 
computers or televisions, at the curb. It could be 
an invitation for thieves to potentially target your 
home. Instead, bring large boxes and containers 
to the Transfer Station for disposal, or break them 
down and place them in a covered container for 
curbside recycling or trash pickup. 

Take photos of all items of value in your home 
and make a list with their make, model, and serial 
number. 

Always lock doors and windows and 
remember to lock your cars when they are not in 
use. Always remove key fobs and valuables from 
vehicles when not in use. If you must leave 

valuables in your car, put them in the trunk out 
of plain sight. Never leave your car unoccupied 
with the motor running or with children inside. 

Notify credit card companies immediately if a 
credit card is lost, stolen, or misused. Keep a 
record of all your credit card numbers in a safe 
place at home. 

When leaving for an extended period of time, 
have a neighbor or family member watch your 
house and pick up your newspaper, mail, and 
packages. If possible, set indoor and outdoor 
lights on automatic timers. 

Use caution anytime there’s a stranger at your 
door. Be suspicious of unexpected sales calls or 
deliveries. Don’t be afraid to ask these 
individuals for identification. 

There is a lot to celebrate this holiday season, 
so if you choose to drink alcoholic beverages, 
please do not operate a motor vehicle. Arrange 
for a designated driver who will not drink at all. 

For more information on the Summit Police 
Department, visit cityofsummit.org/police.

1ST AID SQUAD CARBON MONOXIDE ALERT
The Summit Volunteer First Aid Squad was 

dispatched to a business on Union Place for a 
person who was unconscious on September 
28th. On arrival, Squad EMTs and Summit 
Police officers and firefighters found an 
unconscious male employee in the kitchen. The 
Squad carries a Carbon Monoxide (CO) 
detector attached to each of their primary 
medical bags and that detector activated almost 
immediately upon entering the building. Police 
and EMTs quickly evacuated the patient and all 
occupants to the sidewalk while firefighters 
ventilated and checked the building and 
adjoining business for CO levels. The 
unconscious patient was treated by the Squad 
and Paramedics from Atlantic Health and 
transported to Overlook by the Squad. 
Additional ambulances were requested and off 
duty Summit EMS volunteers responded with a 
2nd Summit ambulance, their first responder 
vehicle and ambulances from Millburn-Short 
Hills and Springfield. An engine company from 
the Millburn Fire Department also responded to 
assist. Two additional employees, two Summit 

police officers and three Summit firefighters 
were also evaluated on scene for CO exposure 
and 1 employee was transported to Overlook for 
further evaluation. 

Carbon Monoxide is odorless, colorless and 
tasteless and can be released by malfunctioning 
gas appliances as well as gasoline engines. 
Exposure can be fatal. It’s not uncommon for an 
exposed person not to realize they have been 
poisoned until they lose consciousness. 
Headache and dizziness are early symptoms. It 
is strongly recommended that every home and 
business have working CO detectors. The 
portable unit carried by the First Aid Squad may 
have saved several lives that morning. 

The all-volunteer First Aid Squad, responds to 
emergency calls 24/7, is entirely funded through 
private donations and does not bill for service. 
The Squad is always looking for new volunteers 
to join its ranks. All needed training, uniforms 
and equipment is provided.  

For information on becoming a volunteer, or 
donating to the squad please call 908-277-9479, 
or visit their web site at summitems.org.

FREE HOLIDAY PARKING 
THRU DEC. 30

The City of Summit Parking Services Agency 
is announcing free holiday parking in certain 
areas of downtown Summit. Beginning on 
Saturday, December 9, and continuing through 
Saturday, December 30, there are no fees 
required for parking at 90-minute on-street 
spaces, the Bank Street lot, and the first level of 
the Tier garage (for up to two hours). Time limits 
will be strictly enforced. Fees are still required in 
the Park and Shop lots on Deforest Avenue and 
in the YMCA/Library parking lot.

HOLIDAY SAFETY TIPS
Summit Fire Department 

The City of Summit Fire Department is 
sharing some safety tips for an enjoyable and safe 
holiday season. 

Inspect lights before installation and dispose 
of light strands with frayed or pinched wires. 
Read manufacturer instructions for the maximum 
number of light strands that can be connected. 

Consider using battery-operated flameless 
candles. When using lit candles, ensure they are 
stable and place them where they cannot be 
knocked down easily. Keep candles at least 12 
inches away from anything flammable. Candle 
fires occur most often on Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day, New Year’s Eve, and New Year’s 
Day. 

Ensure trees are at least three feet away from 
heat sources such as fireplaces, radiators, space 
heaters, candles, and heat vents. 

Water Christmas trees daily and dispose of 
trees when they become dry. This video from the 
National Institute of Standards and Technology 
shows how quickly a dry tree can catch fire. 

For more information on the Summit Fire 
Department, please visit cityofsummit.org/fire. 

NOSTALGIC NEW YORK KOSHER STYLE SOUPS,  
SANDWICHES, SALADS, BURGERS, APPETIZERS

1294 Springfield Ave, New Providence, NJ

ONLINE DELIVERY: 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
Mon/Tues/Wed: 10:30 am - 8 pm 
Thurs/Fri/Sat: 10:30 am - 9 pm 
Sunday: 11 am - 7 pm

OPEN LATE 
FOR DINNER! 

(973) 309-5675

KONANTIQUES 

WE BUY ANTIQUES 
FREE HOUSE CALLS 

908-578-7593 

Over 20 
years of 

Experience Free on-site consultation at your home or business 

info@konantiques.com

WE BUY: Sterling Silver, Antique Jewelry, Costume Jewelry, Coins,  
Art, Watches & Clocks, Porcelain, Modern Items (50’s, 60’s, 70’s),  

Antique Toys, Asian Decorative Arts, Judaica, Lighting, Military Items 
           Some Furniture, Hummel & Lladro Figurines

Located 
in Summit
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973-951-0606 
FULLY INSURED • LIC: 13VH12858300 • 1980 Springfield Ave 9A, Maplewood NJ 

Xhrishomeimprovements.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
4 Pressure Washing 

4 Power Sanding / Stripping Wood 

4 Caulking / Glazing / Skim Coating 

4 Deck Preparation, Sealing & Staining 

4 Spackling/Drywall / Plaster Repair 

4 Wallpaper Removal & Sizing 

4 Floor Refinishing / Installation 

Custom Cabinets / Built-Ins and Closets 

Woodwork and Millwork of All Kinds 

Windows & Doors Replacement 

Gutter Replacement / Repair 

Decks / Railings / Fences

HOUSE PAINTERS & CARPENTRY
REPAIRS & RENOVATIONS

SUMMIT EMS RESPONSES – NOVEMBER 2023
During the month of November, Summit’s 

EMS volunteers responded to 218 emergency 
calls. 

Responses included 128 medical emergencies; 
13 falls; 28 motor vehicle accidents; 18 traumatic 
injuries; one allergic reaction; 16 cases of 
overdose or poisoning; four responses to a 
medical alarm; four pedestrians struck by a 
vehicle, and two responses to a fire scene. Squad 
Volunteers also provided three “lift assists” to 

patients who did not require transport to a 
hospital.  

16 emergency calls were answered by an off-
duty “back-up crew” of volunteers responding 
from home or work when the on-duty crew was 
busy.  Summit volunteers also provided mutual 
aid assistance to neighboring towns 16 times.  16 
patients transported to a hospital by Squad 
members also received advanced life support care 
from hospital-based paramedics who 

(above) The Squad provided ambulance coverage at two community events in Summit as well as 
much of the manpower for the Summit Frozen Turkey Drive held in November.

accompanied the Squad’s ambulance. During 
November, Squad volunteers transported 168 
patients to 4 different hospitals. 

The Squad also provided ambulance coverage 
at two community events in Summit as well as 
much of the manpower for the Summit Frozen 
Turkey Drive on 11/19. 

The Squad answers calls for help 24 hours a 
day and at a variety of locations. August 
responses included 55 to a patient’s home or 
apartment; 43 for accidents or medical 
emergencies on streets or highways; two in a 
public park or athletic field; one in a recreation 
facility; two in public buildings; seven at a local 
business; five at a bar or restaurant, and 10 to a 
health care professional’s office.  There were also 
27 medical incidents at Summit’s train station; 
16 at a local behavioral health facility; one on the 
grounds of Overlook Medical Center; 16 to an 
assisted living facility, seven in a house of 
worship; 11 on a sidewalk or parking lot, three 
in a public building, one at Summit’s Public 
Library, two at a school, one on an athletic field, 
six at a recreation facility, and one in a hotel.  

The all-volunteer First Aid Squad, responds to 
emergency calls 24/7, is entirely funded through 
private donations and does not bill for service.  
The Squad is always looking for new volunteers 
to join its ranks. All needed training, uniforms 
and equipment is provided. For information on 
becoming a volunteer, or donating to the squad 
please call 908-277-9479, or visit their web site 
at: summitems.org.
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JANET LEICHT, DPM 
Podiatrist specializing in foot and ankle, bunions,  
hammertoes, diabetic foot care, heel pain,  
neuromas, surgery, orthotics and sports medicine. 

 

908-381-8160  
janetleichtdpm.com 
369 Springfield Avenue 
Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922

Mon: 1:00 PM - 6:00 PM 
 Tue: 9:00 AM - 7:00 PM 
Wed: 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

 Thu: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
   Fri: Surgery Day 
  Sat: 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM

301 Main Street • Chatham 
973-635-0035 • www.drmurphy.com

Celebrating 
Our 

39th Year!

“YOUR BETTER HEALTH 
IS OUR ONLY CONCERN!”

ARM PAIN 
You Don’t Have To Live With It!

That “searing, burning pain” in your arm and  
shoulder . . . that “achy, numbing” feeling in your  
forearm... that “tingling” and loss of strength in your  
hand... It interferes with your ability to use the computer, 
play golf, garden... to have FUN IN LIFE! 

Arm pain, hand and arm numbness, and tingling  
down the arm may actually be caused by a pinched neck  
nerve even though you have NO neck pain - Or  
something as simple as tendinitis of your shoulder and  
forearm. 

Dr. Murphy is an expert at finding the CAUSE of  
your arm pain and numbness and CORRECTING IT...  
WITHOUT THE USE OF DRUGS OR SURGERY.

Dr. Joseph J. Murphy 
Chiropractic Physician 

PAST PRESIDENT 
The NJ and Morris 

Chiropractic Societies 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
The Column 

Palmer Graduate

NEW JERSEY VETERANS NETWORK - HELP US SAVE VETS!
veterans to and from the hospitals and shelters. 
These events allow our veterans to feel like they 
are part of a unit again and are not forgotten or 
abandoned.    

What makes the NJVN unique is its 
willingness to try different things and think 
outside the box. By asking the veterans what they 
want most, and how we can help them, has really 
made our program a huge success.   

Our next initiative will be the launch of our 
veteran peer support/ mentoring program the 
"Uniformed Heroes Project”. This initiative is a 
collaboration between the military-veteran-first 
responders groups and organizations. Also, it is 
backed by legislators and numerous charitable 
organizations. The NJVN is currently looking for 
volunteers and groups willing to help us provide 
our veterans with the best help possible.  If you 
are interested in filing the team, or would like to 

volunteer, please send us an email at 
NJVNM1775@gmail.com or call directly 
(973)332-1556.   
ABOUT NEW JERSEY VETERANS NETWORK 

We are a group of veterans and volunteers 
dedicated to helping our veterans and their 
families live better lives. Our mission is to 
identify veterans and connect them with 
resources and programs designed to meet their 
unique set of needs. Help us save Vets! We are 
always looking for volunteers, with various skills, 
to join the team. If you are a veteran or family 
member that’s in need of assistance; or are 
interested in volunteering, would like us to speak 
at your event, or contribute to our mission, call 
973-332-1556 or email njvn1775@gmail.com  
To learn more about the team please check out 
our website  njvn.org (accomplishments).  Help 
us save Vets!

Michael D. Boll, Director NJVN 
Everyday 22 veterans take their own lives, 

unfortunately this number hasn’t changed over 
the years. Several groups and organizations have 
worked tirelessly to combat this horrible 
epidemic. The New Jersey Veterans Network 
(NJVN) is one of those groups that strives to help 
veterans daily to live a better way of life.   

NJVN is a mobile outreach team, that 
aggressively seeks out veterans in need and 
provides them life changing and saving 
resources. The NJVN is a 501c3 created in 2017 
and has focused its mission by always putting our 
veterans first. Since the NJVN started thousands 
of veterans and National Guardsmen have been 
fed, clothed, and provided with various personal 
items. Also, we were able to get 30 veterans 
newer refurbished vehicles through the Recycled 
Rides program. However, the NJVN most 
important mission is that we save lives, just in the 
past first years alone our team has saved over a 
dozen lives.   

Being a network, the NJVN works with other 
military, veteran, and first responder groups that 
share the same mission. We would never have 
succeeded without having the support and 
commitment from our partners and sponsors. 
This is vital for the NJVN to be able to help 
veterans in need throughout New Jersey. 

Most recently, the NJVN has stepped up 
recreational events and programs such as 
camping, hiking, movie nights, BBQs, and field 
trips. We are fortunate to have amazing partners 
and volunteers that will help transport our 
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908-251-9441 
Mrhandyman.com

On Time. Done right. 
Guaranteed.

10% OFF LABOR
On labor only, materials not included. Cannot  
be combined with other offers. Exp. 1/31/24.

2,500+ Positive Online Reviews 
Fully Insured 

License number: 13VH09897400

• Windows 

• Doors 

• Flooring 

• Drywall 

• Masonry 

• Aging In Place Certified 

• Interior and Exterior Carpentry 

• Friendly/Helpful Office Staff

REPAIR AND REMODEL SERVICES

COME SING WITH US AT OUR OPEN HOUSE AT SHRINE OF ST JOSEPH
variety of music, including old-fashioned love 
songs, Broadway, Disney, Beatles, and more in a 
fun, supportive community. Come sing with us 
and share the joy of music together! Stay for the 
friendship and fun! 

Hickory Tree is an award-winning women's 
chorus singing four-part a cappella harmony in 
the barbershop style. We are passionate about 

music, performance, fun & friendship. We  
believe every voice counts and encourage women 
singers of all ages, colors, ethnicities, and 
orientations to visit us and share our joy of music.   

Please contact the Chorus for the Open House 
by email at info@hickorytreechorus.org.  

Find more information at  
hickorytreechorus.org. 

(above) The Hickory Tree Chorus invites the public to sing with them at an Open House, on January 10 and 17, from 6:45 to 9:30 p.m. 

Hickory Tree chorus 
Put some music in your life in 2024! Join the 

Hickory Tree Chorus for an Open House at 
Shrine of St Joseph, 1050 Long Hill Road, 
Stirling, NJ, which will include a meet-and-greet, 
movement warm-ups and, of course, some 
wonderful singing. Dates are January 10 and 17, 
2024, from 6:45 to 9:30 p.m. The chorus sings a 
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NJ ANTIQUE BUYERS
WE BUY ANTIQUES, ART,  

COLLECTIBLES, COINS, AND JEWELRY
WE BUY ANYTHING OLD 
• Old Toys 
• Coins and Medals 
• Watches & Clocks 
• Judaica Collectibles 
• Military Collectibles 
• Asian Decorative Arts 
• Old Writing Instruments 
 Antique Porcelain & Glass 
• Art (Paintings, Sculptures, Old Prints) 
• Jewelry (Vintage, Costume, Silver, and Gold) 
• Sterling Silver, European Silver, Antique Silverplate

201-450-0206 
info@njantiques.com 

www.njantiques.com 
3 East Pleasant Ave. 

Maywood, NJ

We do house-calls anywhere within the tri-state area.

SENIOR CENTER WELCOMES AREA RESIDENTS
The Senior Center of the Chathams hosted 

holiday parties on two days this season – 
November 30th and December 7th. Lunch was 
served, including deserts and mocktails. The 
performers for the November 30th party were 
Eleanor and Peter "Maestro" Jackson. The 
entertainer for the December 7th party was Bob 
Marino. 

The Senior Center of the Chathams is 
committed to offering its programs and services 
to a wide range of people and draws members 
from six counties and 70 towns, including 
Chatham, Madison, Berkeley Heights, Long Hill, 
New Providence, Florham Park, and Summit to 
name a few. All are welcome (55 +) at the Senior 
Center of the Chathams. There is no membership 
fee to join. Many programs are offered free of 
charge, while others involve only a minimal fee 
thanks to individual donations, fundraising 

events, and grants. 
For 35 years, the mission of the non-profit 

Senior Center of the Chathams has been to 
protect the independence and dignity of a 
growing, aging population by providing a wide 
array of programs and services that educate, 
empower, and connect participants to one 
another. The Center enables older adults to age in 
place and to remain active, engaged, and 
contributing members of their communities while 
increasing their access to programs and services 
in the areas of wellness and fitness; enrichment; 
support and connection; and information and 
referral. All of this helps to improve their 
physical and emotional well-being. 

The Center is open Monday through Friday 
from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. For more information about 
the Senior Center of the Chathams, call 
973-635-4565 or visit chathamseniorcenter.org.

(above) The performers for the November 30th 
party were Eleanor and Peter 

"Maestro" Jackson.
(above) Dancing in your seats or on the 

dance floor

(above) The Senior Center of the Chathams 
hosted Holiday Parties on two days – 

November 30th and December 7th. Lunch was 
served, including deserts and mocktails.

(above) Sue Nixon of Long Hill & Tersa Conte of Florham 
Park enjoy playing picket ball together at the Center.

(above) Madison residents Susan Mennella, 
Joanne Whitney, and Chris.

(above) New Providence 
resident Bette Schmitt

(above) Berkeley Heights 
residents Ken & Josephine.

(above) Chatham residents 
Elenor & Peggy

AUCTION 
SOLUTION 

Book Your Free Consultation 

Call Today 973-845-4300 
Auctions | Estate Sales 

Firearms | Vehicles 
Downsizing | Liquidations 

BidLegacy.com

Rich Coccodrilli, Jr. 
 

Lic. Auctioneer  
AY002051
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Property Maintenance & Handyman Services

732-331-9572 
www.MyHandymanAndPainter.com

• General Handyman Services  
• Sheet Rock - Install & Repair 
• Painting • Electric • Plumbing 
• Garage Epoxy Floors 
• Bathroom & Kitchen Remodelling 
• Windows • Siding • Roofing 
• Quality Gutter Guards (From $14/ft installed)

My Handyman & painter LLC

a u q r 
Licensed & Insured 

License #13VH11554200

View our Google Reviews.

FREE ESTIMATES!

No Job Too Small

Duke says  

“Adopt,  
Don’t 
Shop.”

Pet friendly - We support animal rescues

THE JANUARY SPEAKERS PROGRAM FOR THE SUMMIT AREA OLD GUARD
The Summit Area Old Guard was founded in 

1930 and meets most Tuesdays at the New 
Providence Presbyterian Church located at 
1307 Springfield Ave. Our motto is "Come for 
the Programs. Stay for the Friends." 

January speakers include Kathleen 
Bassiacos, Melanie Hazim, Joe Kane, Iveth 
Gonzales, and Charles Clarkson. Please join us. 
Our programs are free to the public, and we 
welcome you! 

On January 2nd, Kathleen Bassiacos, a nurse 
at Unicity Healthcare, with over three decades 
of experience in oncology, geriatrics, assisted 
living and at-home care, will discuss how she 
focuses on her patients' health by managing 
emergencies mixed with adaptability. Her 
presentation will include not only nursing, but 
also treating the myths surrounding aging and 
nutrition. 

On January 9th, Melanie Hazim, Director of 

Outreach at the NJ Division of Consumer 
Affairs, will discuss her responsibilities for 
educating and promoting awareness of scams 
targeting New Jersey residents, and 
implementing the Division's mission and goal 
to protect New Jersey's residents from 
becoming victims of these frauds.  

On January 16th, Joe Kane, a prevention 
specialist with The Council on Compulsive 
Gambling of NJ, will help us understand 
compulsive gambling and the need to support 
those suffering from this addiction. The Council 
focuses on educating the public, training 
professionals, referring gamblers and their 
families to treatment, and advocating for 
increased treatment services. 

On January 23rd, Iveth Gonzales, a team 
leader with the New Jersey Sharing Network,  

will discuss organ donation, its benefits and 
how the acquisition and distribution system is 

(above, l-r) Ms. Bassaicos, Ms. Hazim, Joe Kane, Ms Gonzales, Charles Clarkson

organized. Iveth will also speak from her 
experience after her father was diagnosed with 
pulmonary fibrosis and why registering as an 
organ donor, you may change of even save 
someone's life. 

On January 30th, our speaker will be Charles 
Clarkson, an attorney, and a project director for 
the Senior Medicare Patrol (SMP) under the 
auspices of Jewish Family Services of 
Middlesex County. Medicare is for seniors, it 
expends many billions of dollars, and it must 
deal with the hazards of fraud. Charles will 
explain how to detect and how to report 
Medicare fraud and related healthcare scams. 

Past speakers and much more can be viewed 
at SummitOldGuard.org but we encourage 
people to drop in on our meetings which take 
place at the church at 10:00 AM most Tuesdays. 
"Come for the Speakers. Stay for the Friends." 
We look forward to meeting you.

Experience with dogs and cats 
of all ages, breeds, and special needs, 

as well as all types of 
medication administration

ALL BREEDS, ALL NEEDS

Julia DeMilio 
DOG WALKER & PET SITTER 

908-370-3700 
juliademilio@gmail.com
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(above, l-r) Check presentation Mobile Meals of Westfield - Adam 
Cadmus, Chief Experience Officer at The Atlantic; Josephine 

Walsh, Operations Manager at Mobile Meals of Westfield; Carla 
White-Garrett, Community Engagement Representative at The 

Atlantic; and Anthony Mero, Chief Executive Officer at The 
Atlantic.

(above, l-r) Adam Cadmus, Chief Experience Officer at The Atlantic; Carla 
White-Garrett, Community Engagement Representative at The Atlantic; Peter 
Jacob, Director of Housing Services at Jewish Family Service of Central NJ; 
Anthony Mero, Chief Executive Officer at The Atlantic; Tom Beck, Executive 

Director at Jewish Family Service of Central NJ; and Janine Grieco, Director 
of Member Engagement and Delivery at The Atlantic.

(above, l-r) Rev. Reginald Harris, member of the Board of Directors of SHARE Alliance and 
Associate Pastor at Antioch Baptist Church in Springfield; Carla White-Garrett, Community 

Engagement Representative at The Atlantic; Rev. Dr. Roberto Fois, Associated Pastor of Outreach 
& Community Engagement at the Presbyterian Church and Acting Executive Director of the 

SHARE Alliance; Natasha Newsom, Branch Supervisor at The Atlantic; and Anthony Mero, Chief 
Executive Officer at The Atlantic.

ATLANTIC FEDERAL GIVES RECOVERY GRANTS TO LOCAL NONPROFITS
work throughout Essex and Union counties – 
ensuring community members in need have 
access to food, clothing, social services and other 
crucial resources through the holiday season and 
beyond.” 
ABOUT THE ATLANTIC FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 

The Atlantic Federal Credit Union was 
founded in 1935 as a not-for-profit financial 

cooperative to meet the savings and borrowing 
needs of Members. Today, The Atlantic Federal 
Credit Union exclusively serves Essex and Union 
counties in New Jersey with financial wellness 
resources, competitive rates and technology-
driven solutions for personal and business 
banking. For full eligibility criteria and more 
information, visit TheAtlanticFCU.com.

The Atlantic Federal Credit Union (“The 
Atlantic”) distributed $50,000 in grant funding to 
five local nonprofit organizations through the 
Federal Home Loan Bank of New York Small 
Business Recovery Grant Program (“SBRG”). 
The SBRG is designed to support the financial 
security and health of organizations that have 
faced economic challenges due to the rate 
environment, inflation, supply-chain constraints, 
and/or rising energy costs. 

The SBRG began in 2017 in response to 
hurricanes in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands. The Program relaunched in 2020 and was 
made available again in 2021 to aid small 
businesses and nonprofit organizations facing 
challenges due to the Coronavirus pandemic. By 
participating in the SBRG this year, The Atlantic 
was able to grant $10,000 each to Bianca 
F.L.O.W.E.R.S. Inc. in Plainfield, Jewish Family 
Service of Central New Jersey, Mobile Meals of 
Westfield, St. Joseph Social Service Center in 
Elizabeth, and The SHARE Alliance in 
Springfield. 

“Thank you to the Federal Home Loan Bank 
of New York for their partnership and the 
opportunity to extend recovery grants within the 
communities we serve,” shared The Atlantic 
Federal Credit Union Chief Executive Officer 
Anthony Mero. “The SBRG funding will help 
our deserving recipients continue their selfless 

Summit - Westfield Offices | 908.233.8502

I can help you find your dream home 
or sell your property. Contact me anytime!

Can’t get a trial date? 
We can help. 

Mediate – Arbitrate 
(908) 645-1000 

www.lawlawfirm.comJeralyn Lawrence, Esq.

You’ve got money, friends, 
and a beautiful family. 
Why do you often feel 

so angry and sad? 
You deserve to feel better.  
Psychotherapy can help.  

Dr. Adam Brown 
author, professor, trauma expert 

www.adambrownphd.com
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CHRIST CHILD SOCIETY DAY OF SERVICE
Submitted by Stefanie Faris  

The Christ Child Society of Summit, NJ(CCS) 
celebrated their National Day of Service on 
November 14, 2023. Over 25 members of the 
organization came together to knit hats, cut and 
sew fleece blankets, and de-tag hundreds of 
articles of baby clothing. These items were 
assembled into 77 layette packages which were 
delivered the next day to the Health Start clinics 
at Overlook and Morristown hospitals. 

Also collected were food items that were 
donated to Loaves and Fishes, as well as diapers, 
baby wipes, and new and gently used books to be 
distributed to Area Baby Center (ABC). 

If you would like to purchase a book for the 
families of ABC, you can do so with the link 
below for the Amazon wish list of books. If you 
purchase an item online, you can have it sent 
directly to the organization by selecting the 
address for Christine Murray/Christ Child Society 
of Summit Gift Registry. 

Donations and volunteers are always greatly 
appreciated. Opportunities for both can be found 
on our website: christchildsummit.org 

CCS is a group of dedicated volunteers from 
all faiths and background that are joined together 
with the purpose of helping under-resourced 
children and their families.

SPIRITUAL? CURIOUS? SEEKING?
Do you consider yourself Spiritual? Are you 

Curious about what people are talking about 
when they speak of having faith or being 
spiritual? Are you Seeking peace of mind, of 
heart of soul? 

Come and see for yourself. Come and explore 

the Christian faith. Come and discuss with other 
seekers what is on your mind, what you cannot 
talk about except with other seekers. Come to an 
Alpha gathering. 

Alpha is for everybody that wants to discuss 
seeking answers to life’s big questions. Why are 

we here? Is this all there is to life? Where are we 
going? How do I attain peace of mind, heart, and 
soul? Whether you are young or old, have faith 
or are atheist or agnostic, Alpha provides a safe 
environment for exploring our big questions 
about life. 

We begin by sharing a meal together and 
getting to know each other. We watch a video 
together then break into small groups for 
uninhibited discussion about what is on our 
minds. 

There is no cost to participate. The series runs 
for 12 weeks on Monday nights beginning at 7:30 
p.m. and ending at 9:00 p.m. It will begin 
February 5th, 2024, and end May 6th, 2024. 
Three of the sessions are live in person and the 
remainder are on Zoom. You will need a desire 
for frank discussion, a willingness to participate 
and a commitment to attend. You will also need 
a computer or smartphone capable of Zoom 
sessions. 

The live in person sessions will be held at  
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish,  
1571 S. Martine Ave.,  
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076. 
If you have any questions,  
please call (908) 889-2100.  
To register go onto IHMParish.net/alpha.

Individual and 
group lessons

• Regular classes at 27 Bleeker St., Millburn, NJ 
• Rated Chess Tournaments 
• Search us on YouTube: Chess Party

908-416-1695 
Visit our website for details and placement test! 

ChessInMillburn.com 
chessinmillburn@gmail.com 

In-person and 
Online Lessons 
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Advertise  
in 1 or all  
24 towns

Online at RennaMedia.com  
and NJLocalinfo.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET 
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY! 
Tina Renna 908-418-5586 • tinarenna@rennamedia.com 
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • joerenna@rennamedia.com 

202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

Renna Media offers a full  
range of marketing services,  
in print and online, hyper- 
local to regional, for every  
budget and market size. 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
We mail 160,000 newspapers  

to every home and business in  
24 towns. You can advertise  

in any number of towns.  
Ads start at $60. 

FULL COLOR PRINTING 
We print flyers and menus,  

full color, two sided,  
on coated stock for only 

$45 per thousand. 

DIRECT MAIL 
Insert your flyer into the  

newspapers and get it mailed  
to every home and business for  
$60 per thousand and as low as  

$30 per thousand for higher 
quantities. 

ONLINE MARKETING 
Online ads and press releases  
designed and placed to drive  

traffic to your website and get  
your phone ringing. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
We can design and/or manage  
your social media campaign  

from passive to aggressive plans  
customized to work within  

your budget. 

WEBSITE AND 
SEO SERVICES 

Start with an audit/analysis  
of your website giving you a  
report and recommendations  

for $250. 
 

It is highly recommended to  
have a marketing plan and  

budget before spending.   

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A  
FREE CONSULTATION. 

908-447-1295

Marketing 
Toolbox
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ELECTRICAL REPAIR • CONTROL WIRING • CIRCUIT BREAKERS 
ELECTRICAL PANELS • SMART HOME SERVICES • BOILERS  

EV CHARGER INSTALLATION • SMOKE DETECTORS
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT - 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

201-600-3530 
Short Circuit Specialists

FREE ESTIMATES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

All Phases of 
Electrical Work

Lic.# 
888400

Bonded 
& Insured

SLATE - TILE - ASPHALT SHINGLES 
SLATE ROOF WASHING - GUTTER CLEANING 

908-389-0200 
FULLY INSURED      Lic. #13VH06601300      FREE ESTIMATES

DO YOU NEED A 
DUMPSTER?

908-234-2382 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable Service

Call to Reserve One Today
Professional Delivery & Pickup

NJ DEP# S27236

Affordable

We take (but not limited to)... 
General Construction 
Household Waste 
Concrete & Asphalt

Logs & Stumps 
Demolition Debris 

Bulky Waste

a u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile 
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall  

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical 
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Electrical Lic. # 14616  
& Plumbing w #8660

FLYERS 

$45 
PER 1,000

MENUS 

$85 
PER 1,000

• GET UNLIMITED CLICKS 
An alternative to expensive pay-per-click programs 

• FREE AD DESIGN AND COPYWRITING 
Advertising webpage includes many features 
including write-up, images, video, Google map, etc. 

• POSTS ARE SHARED THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA 
Posts shared on multiple Facebook pages and twitter. 

• PAID SEARCH ENGINE PROMOTIONS 
Posts are promoted by industry, key words and location. 

• TRACKABLE RESULTS 
All ads include a live view counter.

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

ONLINE ADS & PRESS RELEASES 
DRIVE LOCAL TRAFFIC TO YOUR WEBSITE $10 

PER POST 
Block of 20 for $200 

Single post is $20

Full Color Flyers and Menus Printed and Mailed  
to Every Home and Business in Town!
FLYERS - $45 PER THOUSAND 
8.5" x 11" / Full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock 
Tri-fold add $10 per thousand. Minimum order $450 

LARGE MENUS - PRINTING - $85 PER THOUSAND 
For quantities more than 50,000 cost is $55 per thousand. 
11"x17" / Full color /2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock. Min. order $850 
Includes folding (quarter fold or tri-fold, with or without coupons tab) 

INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS 
$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.) 
Minimum order $400

• SEE WHAT IS WORKING AND NOT WORKING 
Know where your web traffic is coming from and why. 

• ELIMINATE / AVOID COSTLY SCHEMES 
Evaluate the return you are getting from your online marketing costs. 

• INCREASE ONLINE MARKETING RESULTS 
Recommendations include ways to increase traffic to your website 
• NO OBLIGATION 
This service is recommended even if you have an existing  
web management contract. Use it to tune up your marketing plan.

Call for a consultation 
if you do not have a website 

or if need a new one. 
Call Walter at 201-478-7408 
email: wwwinnj@gmail.com

WEBSITE AUDIT/ANALYSIS  
AND RECOMMENDATION PLAN

ONE TIME 
FLAT FEE 

$250

WEBSITE / SEO SERVICES STARTER 
WEBSITE 

$500

Call Walter at 201-478-7408 
email: wwwinnj@gmail.com

• STARTER WEBSITE: $500 
Basic static site that can be developed further 

• WEBSITE CREATION/UPDATE: $2,400  
Cost for average website: 12 pages, contact form, SEO friendly, responsive design 

• WEBSITE HOSTING: $300 PER YEAR 
Includes website hosting, software updates, monthly website content updates 

• SEO SERVICES: AVERAGE COST $1,000 - $2,000 PER MONTH 
Custom tailored solutions: Google Ranking, Local SEO, Social Marketing 

Call for free a consultation if you need  
help developing an online marketing plan.

I BUY OLD MOTORCYCLES 
All Types - Running or Not

Call or Text Glenn 
732-556-7636

Same Day Pick-up 
We Pay Cash

Also Looking for  
Honda Elements 
Toyota Camrys 

and Lexus

CAR DONATIONS HELP VETERANS 
Submitted by Michael Boll, Director New Jersey Veterans Network

The New Jersey Veterans Network (NJVN) 
has received countless donations and other 
awesome support from Renna Media News 
readers. We are extremely fortunate to have so 
many readers that love helping our veterans live 
a better way of life.  To date articles in Renna 
Media publications have resulted in 4 car 
donations. Veteran “Sarge” is the most recent 
recipient of a car donation after the donor read an 
article in a March publication. We are blessed to 
have such a generous following, donations like 
this will help our veterans get to work, and their 
medical appointments.   
ABOUT NEW JERSEY VETERANS NETWORK 

We are a group of veterans and volunteers 
dedicated to helping our veterans and their 
families live better lives. Our mission is to 
identify veterans and connect them with 
resources and programs designed to meet their 
unique set of needs. Help us save Vets! We are 
always looking for volunteers, with various skills, 
to join the team. If you are a veteran or family 

member that’s in need of assistance; or are 
interested in volunteering, would like us to speak 
at your event, or contribute to our mission, call 
973-332-1556 or email mdbollio@optonline.net. 
To learn more visit njvn.org.

(above) Diane R. recently donated a car to the 
NJVN. She handed the keys over to “Sarge”.
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