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Office 908-522-1800 
401 Springfield Ave, Summit, NJ

LOOKING FOR SUCCESS

Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not  
employees. ©2022 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and  
the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  
The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are 
owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices  
which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully  
supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Eileen Sergent 
ABR, SRES, CNRS, CNMS, CNIS, CNBS 

NJAR Distinguished Sales Club 
NJAR Circle of Excellence ’92-’21 

Cell: 908-230-4800 
Eileen@SergentRealEstate.com

Buying or Selling in this market is  
stressful! Rates creeping up - low  

inventory, high buyer demand! Before  
the market shifts - make your move  

with a realtor who has a proven  
success record for over 30 years!  

My commitment is to offer you  
unsurpassed service with highly  

skilled professionalism  
& local knowledge.  

I am here for you! 

Photos from this and other events can be found online at rennamedia.com and on  
the New Providence News page on facebook.com. Feel free to “Like,” “Tag,” and “Share.”

ANNUAL FAMILY-FRIENDLY HOLIDAY FESTIVAL
Santa made his annual visit to New Providence during the 

holiday festival. Held downtown on Friday, November 24, the 
family-friendly event featured merchants opening their doors 
to visitors, Santa lighting the Christmas tree, then a parade thru 
the downtown led by the New Providence High School 
Marching Band. The grand finale was a fireworks display.

(above) The New Providence Presbyterian Church was a bright spot on the corner of Springfield Avenue. Volunteers 
distributed free homemade cookies & hot chocolate, a petting zoo sprawled on their front lawn, and the church was 

opened to visitors and featured a performance by a hand bell choir.

(above, left) Downtown merchants were opened to welcome parade goers, including Colonial Appliance  
(above, right)whose elf made balloon creations for children.
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Renna Media LLC, Publishers 
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016  

New Providence News is published by Renna Media. 5,100 
newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every business 
and resident in New Providence, NJ. Although great care has 
been taken to ensure the information contained within is 
accurate, Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or 
omissions.  

©2023 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced 
without written consent from Renna Media LLC. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone 
you know accomplish something amazing? 
We are interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your 
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

 
ADVERTISING 

Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ New Providence News

17TH ANNUAL 
INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE

The New Providence - Berkeley Heights 
Interfaith Council hosted their 17th annual 
Thanksgiving Service at Faith Lutheran Church 
in New Providence. The Interfaith Thanksgiving 

Service is a community tradition held the 
Monday before Thanksgiving bringing together 
different faiths and community in prayer and in 
thanks.

Photo by Alex Kogan
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908-543-8900 
acehandymanservices.com 
unioncountynj@acehandymanservices.com 

940 South Ave W. STE D 
Westfield, NJ 07090

We Love to Help!

Ace Handyman Services Union County NJ  
Our Craftsmen are Licensed, Bonded, Insured and Background Checked.

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm 
Saturday by Appointment 

DR. MURPHY LOOKING FORWARD TO 40 YEARS OF COMMUNITY SERVICE
Dr. Joseph J. Murphy started his business, The 

Suburban Chiropractic Center, on January 7, 
1985. Part of his plan was to not only to serve the 
community professionally, but in service also. As 
he celebrates his 39th year in business, he also 
reflects on his community involvement and how 
rewarding it has been. He looks forward to 
continuing to volunteer and stay involved in the 
community as he reaches this 40th year.  

Dr. Murphy has a record of supporting the 
local first responders, police, fire, and emergency 
squad. He also focused on supporting student 
programs including being an advisor to the 
Kiwanis Club’s Chatham High School Key Club. 
Dr. Murphy has been a member of the 
Chatham/Madison Kiwanis Club for over 35 
years, offering his services to all their events 
including being as guest speaker. He especially 
enjoys the Summer Hot Dog & Ice Cream social 
for the Chatham Library children. He can be 
found volunteering at Chatham schools during 
their Teacher’s Wellness Day events and is a 
supporter of the Chatham Education Foundation 
and Sports Foundation. For 23 years Dr, Murphy 
has served on the Board of Trustees of ECLC in 
Chatham, a school for special needs students, 
including a stint as Board President.  

Involvement in Chatham Town Committees 
and Commissions included the Chatham Historic 

Preservation Commission and currently the 
Mayor's Wellness Committee of the Chathams.  

He was a consistent participant in over 23 
Fishawack events and is a sponsor of Bottle Hill 
Day in Madison. He is a member of the Madison 
Elks BPOE 1465 and Chatham Chamber of 
Commerce, where he has served as President. 

Dr. Murphy assists his wife, Maria, in her fair-
trade business, Lei-Lei, supporting women from 
impoverished countries like Nepal and Honduras. 
Lei-Lei sponsors two students through Hearts for 
Honduras as well. 

The Suburban Chiropractic Center, located at 
301 Main Street in Chatham, New Jersey offers 
the community a natural alternative to the 
traditional allopathic medical facilities in the 
Chatham area. Dr. Murphy says, “I owe our 
success to the loyal patients, who referred their 
friends and family, and our efforts to provide the 
highest level of service possible.”  

(above) Dr. Joseph Murphy has been a member 
of Kiwanis Club for over 35 years.

Dr. Joseph J. Murphy, Director of the Center 
explains, “We are elated to be celebrating 39 
years and are blessed to be entering our 40th year 
of service to this fine community.”  He continues, 
“We have tried to give back to the community in 
every way and it shows through the happiness 
and health of our patients and their continued 
support.” 

His office manager Mrs. Lynn Egan, who is 
celebrating her 29th year in the practice, adds, “It 
gives me a great sense of satisfaction that the 
community has rewarded us for our dedication by 
their continued praise and support.” Massage 
Therapist and CA, Janis Piccirillo, CMT has also 
been a long-time member of the team with 25 
years of service; and Dorothy McCorry, CA is the 
newest member joining in 2022. 

You can find out more about the Suburban 
Chiropractic Center by visiting their website at 
drmurphy.com.  

301 Main Street • Chatham 
973-635-0035 • www.drmurphy.com

Celebrating 
Our 

39th Year!

“YOUR BETTER HEALTH 
IS OUR ONLY CONCERN!”

ARM PAIN 
You Don’t Have To Live With It!

That “searing, burning pain” in your arm and  
shoulder . . . that “achy, numbing” feeling in your  
forearm... that “tingling” and loss of strength in your  
hand... It interferes with your ability to use the computer, 
play golf, garden... to have FUN IN LIFE! 

Arm pain, hand and arm numbness, and tingling  
down the arm may actually be caused by a pinched neck  
nerve even though you have NO neck pain - Or  
something as simple as tendinitis of your shoulder and  
forearm. 

Dr. Murphy is an expert at finding the CAUSE of  
your arm pain and numbness and CORRECTING IT...  
WITHOUT THE USE OF DRUGS OR SURGERY.

Dr. Joseph J. Murphy 
Chiropractic Physician 

PAST PRESIDENT 
The NJ and Morris 

Chiropractic Societies 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
The Column 

Palmer Graduate
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COME SING WITH US AT OUR OPEN HOUSE AT SHRINE OF ST JOSEPH
variety of music, including old-fashioned love 
songs, Broadway, Disney, Beatles, and more in a 
fun, supportive community. Come sing with us 
and share the joy of music together! Stay for the 
friendship and fun! 

Hickory Tree is an award-winning women's 
chorus singing four-part a cappella harmony in 
the barbershop style. We are passionate about 

music, performance, fun & friendship. We  
believe every voice counts and encourage women 
singers of all ages, colors, ethnicities, and 
orientations to visit us and share our joy of music.   

Please contact the Chorus for the Open House 
by email at info@hickorytreechorus.org.  

Find more information at  
hickorytreechorus.org. 

(above) The Hickory Tree Chorus invites the public to sing with them at an Open House, on January 10 and 17, from 6:45 to 9:30 p.m. 

Hickory Tree chorus 
Put some music in your life in 2024! Join the 

Hickory Tree Chorus for an Open House at 
Shrine of St Joseph, 1050 Long Hill Road, 
Stirling, NJ, which will include a meet-and-greet, 
movement warm-ups and, of course, some 
wonderful singing. Dates are January 10 and 17, 
2024, from 6:45 to 9:30 p.m. The chorus sings a 
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Dr. Mindy Ok

137 Summit Ave., 1st Fl, Summit, NJ

Call today and ask about  
our VIP Botox/Derma Filler  
Program. 

OUR SERVICES 
• PREVENTIVE CARE 

• RESTORATIVE CARE 

• EAT, CHEW & SMILE NATURALLY  

WITH DENTAL IMPLANTS 

• COSMETIC DENTISTRY 

• MERCURY-FREE DENTISTRY 

• INVISALIGN® CLEAR ORTHODONTICS 

• JUVEDERM® 

• BOTOX®

HOURS: Mon:    9 am - 6 pm  
Tue:   10 am - 7 pm 
Wed:    7 am - 6 pm  
Thu:     8 am - 7 pm 
Fri:       9 am - 3 pm 
Sat:      8 am - 1 pm

Dr. Mindy Ok earned her Doctor 
of Dental Medicine degree from 
the University of Pennsylvania 
School of Dental Medicine, one of 
the top dental schools in the 
country. Dr. Ok strives to provide 
every patient with a thorough and 
relaxing visit.

Trusted, Comfortable & Caring Dentistry 
 

Call Us Today 
to Request an Appointment! 

908-273-3873 
 

www.summitdentist.com

NO DENTAL INSURANCE?  
NO PROBLEM. 

Join our in-house dental plan for a reasonable 
yearly membership fee. No annual maximum! 

Call to find out the details. 

WE WILL MAXIMIZE 
YOUR INSURANCE! 

If you have insurance where a co-pay is not required, your exam, 
x rays & cleaning will be at no cost to you. Cash, Check or  

Credit Cards only, or your insurance may cover. If your insurance  
requires a co-pay, you must pay a small out of pocket cost. 

No Dental Insurance? We’ve Got an In-House Plan to Help!

$0 Adult Brighter, Whiter Cleaning 
$0 Adult Exam 
$0 Child cleaning and Exam 
$0 Second Opinion Evaluation
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•  We accept boys & girls ages 5-17 from all towns 
•  We welcome players of all experience levels 
•  We are a non-checking roller hockey league and  

offer fun competition so everyone can enjoy the game. 
•  No travel required. We have a dedicated rink where  

all games & practices are held behind the Green Brook  
Middle School (132 Jefferson Ave, Green Brook) 

•  We have a Spring and Fall season every year 
•  We are a fun, well run, and highly regarded inline  

roller hockey league since 1999

WWW.GREENBROOKHOCKEYCLUB.COM 
A Recreational Inline Roller Hockey League 

Information: greenbrookhockeyclub@gmail.com

Visit our website now to 
learn more about our league! 

Registration is open now  
for our Spring 2024 season

JANET LEICHT, DPM 
Podiatrist specializing in foot and ankle, bunions,  
hammertoes, diabetic foot care, heel pain,  
neuromas, surgery, orthotics and sports medicine. 

 

908-381-8160  
janetleichtdpm.com 
369 Springfield Avenue 
Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922

Mon: 1:00 PM - 6:00 PM 
 Tue: 9:00 AM - 7:00 PM 
Wed: 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

 Thu: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
   Fri: Surgery Day 
  Sat: 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM

42ND ANNUAL SCOUTING 
FOR FOOD DRIVE

Mayor Al Morgan 
Thank you to our Boy Scouts, Community 

Service Association of New Providence (CSA), 
Faith Lutheran Church, NPHS and to all the 
volunteers and generous contributors who helped, 
supported, donated, and made feeding our local 
families in need possible at this year’s 42nd 
annual “Scouting for Food” food drive. This is 
New Providence’s Pioneer Spirit at its finest. 
Thank you!

Courtesy photos

a u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile 
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall  

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical 
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Electrical Lic. # 14616  
& Plumbing w #8660

SEASON OPENS JAN 14 
WITH JAY DANIELS

The New Providence Friends of the Library 
open their 2024 season on January 14th with a 
performance by an uplifting pianist and vocalist, 
Jay Daniels. He will offer a retrospective of one 
of the most momentous years in history – 1964. 
From the beginnings of the British Invasion with 
the Beatles and the Rolling Stones to the 
explosion of Motown, this was truly a 
groundbreaking year for music. Jay will also 
highlight two popular albums from that year, "It 
Might as Well Be Swing" featuring Frank Sinatra 
& Count Basie and one that heralded the arrival 
of the Bossa Nova, "Getz-Gilberto" with Stan 
Getz and João Gilberto. Join us on Sunday, 
January 14th from 3-4 p.m.

(above) Jay Daniels

ELECTRICAL REPAIR • CONTROL WIRING • CIRCUIT BREAKERS 
ELECTRICAL PANELS • SMART HOME SERVICES • BOILERS  

EV CHARGER INSTALLATION • SMOKE DETECTORS
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT - 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

201-600-3530 
Short Circuit Specialists

FREE ESTIMATES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

All Phases of 
Electrical Work

Lic.# 
888400

Bonded 
& Insured

28TH ANNUAL JERSEY 
CARES COAT DRIVE

The New Providence PBA Local 32 is 
collecting coats for New Jersey Cares from now 
until January 5, 2024. If you are looking to donate 
any new or gently used coats, please bring them 
to the New Providence Police Department lobby 
and place them in the bins. 

For the past 27 years, The Jersey Cares Coat 
Drive has mobilized the collection and 
distribution of thousands of "gently used" winter 
coats to men, women, children, and infants in 
need. Last year, Jersey Cares collected more than 
20,000 coats throughout the state of New Jersey. 
Companies, churches, police stations, schools 
and other organizations collect coats throughout 
the drive and deliver them to a central location, 
where volunteers then organize the donated coats 
and package them for pick-up. Our approved 
nonprofit partners then pick-up and distribute the 
coats to people in need.

KONANTIQUES 

WE BUY ANTIQUES 
FREE HOUSE CALLS 

908-578-7593 

Over 20 
years of 

Experience Free on-site consultation at your home or business 

info@konantiques.com

WE BUY: Sterling Silver, Antique Jewelry, Costume Jewelry, Coins,  
Art, Watches & Clocks, Porcelain, Modern Items (50’s, 60’s, 70’s),  

Antique Toys, Asian Decorative Arts, Judaica, Lighting, Military Items 
           Some Furniture, Hummel & Lladro Figurines

Located 
in Summit
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973-951-0606 
FULLY INSURED • LIC: 13VH12858300 • 1980 Springfield Ave 9A, Maplewood NJ 

Xhrishomeimprovements.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
4 Pressure Washing 

4 Power Sanding / Stripping Wood 

4 Caulking / Glazing / Skim Coating 

4 Deck Preparation, Sealing & Staining 

4 Spackling/Drywall / Plaster Repair 

4 Wallpaper Removal & Sizing 

4 Floor Refinishing / Installation 

Custom Cabinets / Built-Ins and Closets 

Woodwork and Millwork of All Kinds 

Windows & Doors Replacement 

Gutter Replacement / Repair 

Decks / Railings / Fences

HOUSE PAINTERS & CARPENTRY
REPAIRS & RENOVATIONS

FOSTER YOUTH JOIN FOREVER FAMILIES AT ADOPTION DAY
coming for these sisters, and it was amazing,” she 
said. “I've been their advocate since 2020. 
Between their adoptive families and all involved, 
embraces and cheers were aplenty. My time as 
their CASA volunteer was both rewarding and 
challenging. I’m thankful I could help ensure 
their needs were met and services were provided 
while in care.” 

Adoption Day is a national movement to raise 
awareness of children in foster care. Since its 
inception 23 years ago, nearly 60,000 children 
have found permanency. More than 437,000 

(above) Sheriff’s officers dressed as 
superheroes, and maned a Batmobile outside 

the courthouse.

CASA of Passaic and Union Counties 
On a recent fall morning, five youth ranging 

from three to 10 years old entered the courtrooms 
of Superior Court Judges Gavin Handwerker, 
Paul Nieves and Chanel Hudson as foster youth 
and, shortly after, emerged as official members 
of their new families. 

Adoption Day is eagerly anticipated by many 
at Union County’s Family Court, as ample smiles 
fill the courthouse – a juxtaposition to the daily 
navigation of complex issues fraught with loss or 
discord. This year, county dignitaries presented 
families with proclamations and certificates, and 
festivities included performances by 30 high 
school students from Elizabeth’s Thomas 
Jefferson Arts Academy A Cappella Choir; a 
former foster youth sharing her personal journey 
and adoption story; a roaming balloon artist; 
sheriff’s officers dressed as superheroes and a 
Batmobile outside for visiting; furry greetings 
from Kenilworth’s David Brearley Middle High 
School mascot bear; personalized cupcakes; and 
ice cream, face painting, and friendship-bracelet 
making stations. 

CASA of Passaic and Union Counties 
presented family fun-themed gift baskets made 
possible in part from donations by David 
Brearley Bears That Care program and the Union 
County Bar Association. Baskets were given to 
all those finalizing on Adoption Day, as well as 
several families who adopted earlier in the year. 

Cynthia Evans of Scotch Plains was among the 
CASA volunteers to attend the ceremonies for 
their assigned children. "The day was a long time 

youth in the United States are currently in the 
child welfare system awaiting a permanent home, 
and the average wait is four years. For more than 
23,000 youth, that doesn’t happen, and they age 
out of the system, facing life on their own. 

For details on CASA of Passaic and Union 
Counties, becoming an advocate for foster 
children or other opportunities to support the 
organization’s work, log on to 
www.casapassaicunion.org.

Courtesy photo

(above, right) Event 
included a balloon 
artist; cupcakes; ice 
cream, face painting, 
and bracelets.
(left Each family 
received a basket 
made possible by 
CASA of Passaic and 
Union Counties & the 
David Brearley Middle 
High School Bears 
That Care Program.
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JANUARY EVENTS AT NEW PROVIDENCE MEMORIAL LIBRARY

Book Group (Adults) 
January 11 @ 7:30 PM 

The book group will discuss Hester by Laurie 
Lico Albanese, a fictional origin story to The 

Scarlet Letter that gives a female perspective to 
the classic novel. 

Let’s Craft: Cupcake Decorating (Adults) 
January 12 @ 11 AM - 12 PM 

Love the fancy cupcakes you see at a bakery?  
Come learn how to decorate buttercream 

cupcakes at home. All supplies are provided, To 
register, email or call (908) 665-0311 x4. 

CRAFTERDAY (Children) 
January 13, 27  @ 10 AM - 3 PM 

Come by the Coddington Room and use the 
materials and instructions that have been left 
out on the tables. Take home what you create.  

While supplies last! 
Screening of “Selma” 

Followed by a Discussion (Adults) 
January 13 @ 1:30 PM 

“Selma” is a PG-13 docudrama depicting the 
marches from Selma, Ala., to Montgomery to 

secure voting rights for black Americans during 
the U.S. Civil Rights Movement. A discussion 

moderated by the SCC will follow. 
Jay Daniels Piano/Vocal Concert (All Ages) 

January 14 @ 3 PM 
Pianist and vocalist Jay Daniels brings a fresh 

interpretation of classic songs by Frank Sinatra, 
Nat King Cole, Patsy Cline, and others. 

Book Group (Adults) 
January 16 @ 10:30 AM - 11:30 AM 

The morning book group will discuss “Funny 
Farm: My Unexpected Life with 600 Rescue 

Animals” a memoir by Laurie Zaleski. 
Movie Matinee: “Oppenheimer” (Adults) 

January 16 @ 1 PM - 4 PM 
During World War II, Lt. Gen. Leslie Groves Jr. 

appoints physicist J. Robert Oppenheimer to 
work on the top-secret Manhattan Project. 
Teens Teaching: An Introduction to the 

Science of Slime (Children & Teens) 
January 17 @ 3:45 PM - 4:45 PM 

January’s topic is the science of slime! For 
students in grades 3-8. Email to register. 

Knit/Crochet Night (Adults & Teens) 
January 18 @ 7 PM - 8:30 PM 

Drop by the Conti Room with a crochet, 
knitting or any type of needlework project, and 

chat with this friendly group as you work. 
No registration required. 

Family Movie: “Willy Wonka and the Chocolate 
Factory (1971)” (Kids/Families) 

January  21 @ 2 PM 
Join us in the Conti Room for the original 

movie adaptation of Roald Dahl’s classic book. 
Cookbook Club (Adults) 

January 23 @ 1 PM - 2 PM 
This month’s themes are tailgating recipes and 

food on a stick. Email to register. 
Good Tyme String Band (Kids & All Ages) 

January 24 @ 10:30 AM 
Join this string band for some toe tapping fun.  

All music lovers welcomed! 

Lego Club (Kids) 
January 24  @ 3:15 PM - 4:30 PM 

Build a creation to fit the monthly theme or just 
make your own creation. 

Sign up for February Teen Take Out Boxes 
(Teen) 

January 25 @ 3:00 PM 
Use our Google form to sign up for the 

December box which will be ready for pick up 
on February 22. 

https://forms.gle/zv8cxtbRZCysPSXF7 
Knitting Workshop (3th grade - teen) 
January 25 @ 3:15 PM - 4:30 PM 

Learn to knit from seasoned knitters.  Bring 
your own needles and yarn. Space is limited 

and registration is required. Email: 
NPMLChildrens@gmail.com 

New Year: New Career (Adults) 
January 25 @ 7 PM - 8 PM 

Attend our career series on January 25, 
February 1, and February 15 at 7 PM. The first 

workshop, Getting Started, will cover self-
reflection & research, skills inventory & gaps, 

and decoding job postings. 
Yoga & Mindfulness Class (Adults & Teens) 

January 27 @ 10:30 AM - 11:30 AM 
Beginners are welcome. Please bring a mat and 
any other props you need to be comfortable to 

the Conti Room.  Email 
RSVP@newprovidencelibrary.org to register 

for this free class. 
REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS: 

Storytime and Play at the Library 
in the Coddington Room: 

[Storytime will take a 3 week winter break 
from December 26th - January 12th.  The 
first storytime of 2024 will be on January 
16th at 10:30 AM.  Otherwise, regular 

storytimes are as follows.] 
Tuesday Signs, Songs & Stories 

with Miss Cathy 
@ 10:30 AM (preschool - K) 

Featuring stories, interactive rhymes and 
movement with sign language!  

Tuesday Open Play 
@ 1 PM - 8:15 PM (closed from 4-5 pm)  

Anytime Stories with Miss Debbie 
@ 7:00 PM (all ages) 

Tune in anytime to watch and hear stories from 
the Library’s YouTube channel.  New stories 

posted every Tuesday. 
https://www.youtube.com/c/newprovlibrary.  

Questions? Email NPMLChildrens@gmail.com 
Wednesday Mother Goose Group 

with Miss Debbie 
@ 10:30 AM (18 months - preschool) 

An active storytime with songs, fingerplays, 
dancing and fun for babies to preschool–  But 

older kids are always welcome! 
Thursday Storytime with Miss Anita 

@ 10:30 AM (0 - 3 yr olds)   
Bring your babies and toddlers for stories, 

rhymes and socialization.  
Friday Open Play 

@ 10:00 AM - 4:15 PM 

Movie Matinee: “Barbie” (Adults) 
January 2 @ 1 PM 

Margot Robbie plays Barbie and Ryan Gosling 
plays Ken in this PG-13 fantasy adventure 

comedy. 
Board Games at the Brewery (Adults) 

January 4 @ 7:30 PM -9:30 PM 
Buy yourself a beer and play a board game 
Ages 21+. Meet at Untied Brewing at 140 

Spring Street in New Providence. 
Creative Writing Group (Adults & Teens) 

January 4,11,18,25 @ 10:30 AM 
Connect with your creative peers in the 

community with Creative Writing, a one hour 
opportunity to hone your writing skills. To sign 

up for weekly email reminders/ cancellation 
notices, send an email to register.   

Math Club (Kids & Teens) 
January 5, 12, 19, 26 @ 3:50-4:45PM 

Join the NP Math Club and hone your problem-
solving skills while meeting with other math 

enthusiasts. Run by NP Teens, open to students 
in 2-12th grades. Email to register. 

SAT Math Help Club (Teens) 
January 6, 13, 20, 27 @ 3-4:30PM 

Tutoring sessions for students who are looking 
for help with the math portion of the SAT. 

Please bring a laptop/tablet and notebook. Run 
by a NP Teen. Email to register. 

Batter Up - Let’s Talk Baseball (All Ages) 
January 8 @ 6:30 PM - 9 PM 

Baseball enthusiasts are invited to discuss 
teams, players and issues of the sport with other 
baseball fans. Join the group in person, or over 
zoom.  To receive the zoom link, please email the 
library at rsvp@newprovidencelibrary.org. 

Baseball’s Oddballs, Outcasts and Outliers 
(Adults) 

January 8 @ 7 PM - 8 PM 
Did Hall of Fame pitcher Rube Waddell really 
have a fascination with fire engines? Why did 
the House of David barnstorming team never 
shave or cut their hair? Did Dock Ellis really 
throw a no-hitter while under the influence of 
LSD? And why did Turk Wendell brush his 
teeth in the dugout between innings? This 

virtual lecture by Jason Love will answer these 
questions and much more. Email to register. 

NP Chess Club (Kids, Teens & Adults) 
January 8, 22, 29 @ 4:30-6:30PM 

Instructional Lectures & Strategy from 4:30-
5:30 in the Conti Room, followed by play from 
5:30-7:30. Register at least 1 day in advance at 

npchessclub.org 
Books & Bagels (Adults) 

January 9 @ 10:30 AM - 12 PM 
Finally, a book group with no assigned reading! 
Join us for a free bagel from NP Bagel Cafe & 

tell us about what you've been reading and 
which books you've enjoyed recently. To sign 

up for email reminders, call the library or email. 
Snap Circuit Jr. Club (Kids) 

January 10  @ 3:015 PM - 4:30 PM 
Learn about electronics, science, and 
engineering with mini experiments. 

377 Elkwood Avenue, New Providence, NJ 07974 
Tel: 908-665-0311 • Visit us at www.newprovidencelibrary.org • Follow on social media @newprovlibrary 

Email to register for programs: rsvp@newprovidencelibrary.org • npmlchildrens@gmail.com • NPMLTeens@gmail.com
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908-251-9441 
Mrhandyman.com

On Time. Done right. 
Guaranteed.

10% OFF LABOR
On labor only, materials not included. Cannot  
be combined with other offers. Exp. 1/31/24.

2,500+ Positive Online Reviews 
Fully Insured 

License number: 13VH09897400

• Windows 

• Doors 

• Flooring 

• Drywall 

• Masonry 

• Aging In Place Certified 

• Interior and Exterior Carpentry 

• Friendly/Helpful Office Staff

REPAIR AND REMODEL SERVICES

THE JANUARY SPEAKERS PROGRAM FOR THE SUMMIT AREA OLD GUARD
The Summit Area Old Guard was founded in 

1930 and meets most Tuesdays at the New 
Providence Presbyterian Church located at 
1307 Springfield Ave. Our motto is "Come for 
the Programs. Stay for the Friends." 

January speakers include Kathleen 
Bassiacos, Melanie Hazim, Joe Kane, Iveth 
Gonzales, and Charles Clarkson. Please join us. 
Our programs are free to the public, and we 
welcome you! 

On January 2nd, Kathleen Bassiacos, a nurse 
at Unicity Healthcare, with over three decades 
of experience in oncology, geriatrics, assisted 
living and at-home care, will discuss how she 
focuses on her patients' health by managing 
emergencies mixed with adaptability. Her 
presentation will include not only nursing, but 
also treating the myths surrounding aging and 
nutrition. 

On January 9th, Melanie Hazim, Director of 

Outreach at the NJ Division of Consumer 
Affairs, will discuss her responsibilities for 
educating and promoting awareness of scams 
targeting New Jersey residents, and 
implementing the Division's mission and goal 
to protect New Jersey's residents from 
becoming victims of these frauds.  

On January 16th, Joe Kane, a prevention 
specialist with The Council on Compulsive 
Gambling of NJ, will help us understand 
compulsive gambling and the need to support 
those suffering from this addiction. The Council 
focuses on educating the public, training 
professionals, referring gamblers and their 
families to treatment, and advocating for 
increased treatment services. 

On January 23rd, Iveth Gonzales, a team 
leader with the New Jersey Sharing Network,  

will discuss organ donation, its benefits and 
how the acquisition and distribution system is 

(above, l-r) Ms. Bassaicos, Ms. Hazim, Joe Kane, Ms Gonzales, Charles Clarkson

organized. Iveth will also speak from her 
experience after her father was diagnosed with 
pulmonary fibrosis and why registering as an 
organ donor, you may change of even save 
someone's life. 

On January 30th, our speaker will be Charles 
Clarkson, an attorney, and a project director for 
the Senior Medicare Patrol (SMP) under the 
auspices of Jewish Family Services of 
Middlesex County. Medicare is for seniors, it 
expends many billions of dollars, and it must 
deal with the hazards of fraud. Charles will 
explain how to detect and how to report 
Medicare fraud and related healthcare scams. 

Past speakers and much more can be viewed 
at SummitOldGuard.org but we encourage 
people to drop in on our meetings which take 
place at the church at 10:00 AM most Tuesdays. 
"Come for the Speakers. Stay for the Friends." 
We look forward to meeting you.

Experience with dogs and cats 
of all ages, breeds, and special needs, 

as well as all types of 
medication administration

ALL BREEDS, ALL NEEDS

Julia DeMilio 
DOG WALKER & PET SITTER 

908-370-3700 
juliademilio@gmail.com
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NOSTALGIC NEW YORK KOSHER STYLE SOUPS,  
SANDWICHES, SALADS, BURGERS, APPETIZERS

1294 Springfield Ave, New Providence, NJ

ONLINE DELIVERY: 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
Mon/Tues/Wed: 10:30 am - 8 pm 
Thurs/Fri/Sat: 10:30 am - 9 pm 
Sunday: 11 am - 7 pm

OPEN LATE 
FOR DINNER! 

(973) 309-5675

SENIOR CENTER WELCOMES AREA RESIDENTS
The Senior Center of the Chathams hosted 

holiday parties on two days this season – 
November 30th and December 7th. Lunch was 
served, including deserts and mocktails. The 
performers for the November 30th party were 
Eleanor and Peter "Maestro" Jackson. The 
entertainer for the December 7th party was Bob 
Marino. 

The Senior Center of the Chathams is 
committed to offering its programs and services 
to a wide range of people and draws members 
from six counties and 70 towns, including 
Chatham, Madison, Berkeley Heights, Long Hill, 
New Providence, Florham Park, and Summit to 
name a few. All are welcome (55 +) at the Senior 
Center of the Chathams. There is no membership 
fee to join. Many programs are offered free of 
charge, while others involve only a minimal fee 
thanks to individual donations, fundraising 

events, and grants. 
For 35 years, the mission of the non-profit 

Senior Center of the Chathams has been to 
protect the independence and dignity of a 
growing, aging population by providing a wide 
array of programs and services that educate, 
empower, and connect participants to one 
another. The Center enables older adults to age in 
place and to remain active, engaged, and 
contributing members of their communities while 
increasing their access to programs and services 
in the areas of wellness and fitness; enrichment; 
support and connection; and information and 
referral. All of this helps to improve their 
physical and emotional well-being. 

The Center is open Monday through Friday 
from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. For more information about 
the Senior Center of the Chathams, call 
973-635-4565 or visit chathamseniorcenter.org.

(above) The performers for the November 30th 
party were Eleanor and Peter 

"Maestro" Jackson.
(above) Dancing in your seats or on the 

dance floor

(above) The Senior Center of the Chathams 
hosted Holiday Parties on two days – 

November 30th and December 7th. Lunch was 
served, including deserts and mocktails.

(above) Sue Nixon of Long Hill & Tersa Conte of Florham 
Park enjoy playing picket ball together at the Center.

(above) Madison residents Susan Mennella, 
Joanne Whitney, and Chris.

(above) New Providence 
resident Bette Schmitt

(above) Berkeley Heights 
residents Ken & Josephine.

(above) Chatham residents 
Elenor & Peggy
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MUSIC OF THE WINTER SEASON – JAN. 7
Faith Lutheran Church 

Do you, like many people, get the post-
Christmas blues? Need something to raise your 
spirits? Faith Lutheran continues their series of 
free music concerts on Sunday, January 7 at 4:00 
p.m. featuring music written about the winter 
season, music of the Epiphany season, and more. 

Shea Velloso, Minister of Music at Faith 
Lutheran Church and an accomplished organist, 
will be performing works by Leroy Anderson, 
Henri Mulet, Antonio Vivaldi and others. 

The organ at Faith Lutheran Church was 
designed by Glück Pipe Organs and built by 
Organ Supply Industries in 2011. It was designed 
in the American Classic style, which allows it to 
play music from any period in history with equal 
ability. Significant changes and improvements 
have been made to the organ in the last four 
years, transforming it into one of the outstanding 
instruments in the vicinity. 

Join us for free this festive event! Faith 
Lutheran Church is located at 524 South Street, 
New Providence, NJ.

(above) The pipe organ and choir loft at 
Faith Lutheran Church

SPIRITUAL? CURIOUS? SEEKING?
Do you consider yourself Spiritual? Are you 

Curious about what people are talking about 
when they speak of having faith or being 
spiritual? Are you Seeking peace of mind, of 
heart of soul? 

Come and see for yourself. Come and explore 
the Christian faith. Come and discuss with other 
seekers what is on your mind, what you cannot 
talk about except with other seekers. Come to an 
Alpha gathering. 

Alpha is for everybody that wants to discuss 
seeking answers to life’s big questions. Why are 
we here? Is this all there is to life? Where are we 
going? How do I attain peace of mind, heart, and 
soul? Whether you are young or old, have faith 
or are atheist or agnostic, Alpha provides a safe 
environment for exploring our big questions 
about life. 

We begin by sharing a meal together and 
getting to know each other. We watch a video 

together then break into small groups for 
uninhibited discussion about what is on our 
minds. 

There is no cost to participate. The series runs 
for 12 weeks on Monday nights beginning at 7:30 
p.m. and ending at 9:00 p.m. It will begin 
February 5th, 2024, and end May 6th, 2024. 
Three of the sessions are live in person and the 
remainder are on Zoom. You will need a desire 
for frank discussion, a willingness to participate 
and a commitment to attend. You will also need 
a computer or smartphone capable of Zoom 
sessions. 

The live in person sessions will be held at  
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish,  
1571 S. Martine Ave.,  
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076. 
If you have any questions,  
please call (908) 889-2100.  
To register go onto IHMParish.net/alpha.

Individual and group lessons 
From beginners on up.

• In-person and Online Lessons 
• Regular classes at 

27 Bleeker St., Millburn, NJ 
• Rated Chess Tournaments 
• Search us on YouTube: Chess Party

908-416-1695 

Visit our website for details and placement test! 

ChessInMillburn.com 
chessinmillburn@gmail.com 
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Advertise  
in 1 or all  
24 towns

Online at RennaMedia.com  
and NJLocalinfo.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET 
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY! 
Tina Renna 908-418-5586 • tinarenna@rennamedia.com 
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • joerenna@rennamedia.com 

202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

Renna Media offers a full  
range of marketing services,  
in print and online, hyper- 
local to regional, for every  
budget and market size. 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
We mail 160,000 newspapers  

to every home and business in  
24 towns. You can advertise  

in any number of towns.  
Ads start at $60. 

FULL COLOR PRINTING 
We print flyers and menus,  

full color, two sided,  
on coated stock for only 

$45 per thousand. 

DIRECT MAIL 
Insert your flyer into the  

newspapers and get it mailed  
to every home and business for  
$60 per thousand and as low as  

$30 per thousand for higher 
quantities. 

ONLINE MARKETING 
Online ads and press releases  
designed and placed to drive  

traffic to your website and get  
your phone ringing. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
We can design and/or manage  
your social media campaign  

from passive to aggressive plans  
customized to work within  

your budget. 

WEBSITE AND 
SEO SERVICES 

Start with an audit/analysis  
of your website giving you a  
report and recommendations  

for $250. 
 

It is highly recommended to  
have a marketing plan and  

budget before spending.   

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A  
FREE CONSULTATION. 

908-447-1295

Marketing 
Toolbox
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BARBARA CHRISTENSEN

Barbara was born on October 14, 1933 to 
John and Helana (Ward) Coats in Reliance, 
SD. She graduated from Yankton High School 
and Yankton College, graduating with a 
Liberal Arts Degree. On June 10, 1954 she 
was united in marriage to John “Jack” 
Christensen in Yankton, SD. They taught in 
Canton, SD for two years before John became 
employed with Northwestern Bell in Fargo, 
ND. Barb helped with local theater programs 
while they were there until they moved to New 
Jersey where John was hired by AT&T. While 
there, Barb helped produce many off-
Broadway shows in the area. Many actors and 
actresses stayed with them while shows were 
going on at the Summit Overlook Theater. 
Barb also became a Real Estate Broker for 
REMAX while they were in New Jersey. After 
they retired, they moved back to South Dakota 
where they helped with many different local 
activities. In her spare time, she loved to paint, 
write, and read books. 

Grateful for having shared her life are her 2 
sons, Jeff (Michelle Crawford) Christensen of 
Wakonda and James “Jamie” Christensen of 
Raleigh, NC; Grandchildren John, Jason, Julia, 
and Aiden; Step-grandson Cole Crawford and 
Step-great-grandson Oaklynd; Foster 
daughter, Jetta “Wendy” Bollinger and her 
children Ryan and Rachael of California; sister 
Kay Davidson. She is preceded in death by her 
parents; her husband John; and her brother 
Tom Coats.

NJ LIVER TRANSPLANT RECIPIENT HEADED 
TO 2024 ROSE PARADE® IN CALIFORNIA

donor heroes will also be displayed on the float. 
The floragraphs replicate photographs and are 
made entirely of flowers, seeds, and organic 
materials. 
ABOUT NJ SHARING NETWORK 

NJ Sharing Network is the federally designated 
non-profit organization responsible for the 
recovery of donated organs and tissue for 
transplant in the Garden State. NJ Sharing 
Network provides hope for nearly 4,000 New 
Jersey residents currently waiting for a life-
saving transplant, and it is part of the national 
recovery system for the over 100,000 people on 
the national waiting list. The generosity of New 
Jerseyans is providing hope for the future. In 
2022, the number of organ donors and organs 
transplanted in a single year reached all-time 
highs. This marked the fourth consecutive year 
NJ Sharing Network has reported new records in 
the number of organs transplanted, underscoring 
the clear trend of increased support for organ 
donation. With headquarters in New Providence, 
NJ, the organization has been recognized by 
NJBIZ as one of the state’s “Best Places to Work” 
for six consecutive years. To learn more, get 
involved, and join the National Donate Life 
Registry as an organ and tissue donor, visit 
NJSharingNetwork.org. 
ABOUT THE SHARING NETWORK FOUNDATION 

The Sharing Network Foundation supports the 
work of NJ Sharing Network, the federally 
designated non-profit organization responsible 
for the recovery of donated organs and tissue for 
transplant in the Garden State. The Foundation is 
committed to increasing the number of lives 
saved through clinical advancement, family 
support, public awareness and education about 
the life-saving benefits of organ and tissue 
donation and transplantation. For more 
information or to make a contribution, visit 
SharingNetworkFoundation.org.

(above) Missy Rodriguez is joined by her 
husband Brett and two of their sons, Reece and 
Mack, during a ‘sendoff event’ at NJ Sharing 

Network as Missy prepares to participate in the 
2024 Rose Parade® in Pasadena, CA, on New 

Year’s Day. Rodriguez was selected by the 
Sharing Network Foundation to ride on 

OneLegacy’s Donate Life Rose Parade® float, 
which is recognized as the world’s most visible 
campaign to inspire organ and tissue donation.

Photo Courtesy of NJ Sharing Network

NJ Sharing Network 
NJ Sharing Network, the federally designated 

non-profit organization responsible for the 
recovery of donated organs and tissue for 
transplant in the Garden State, recently honored 
liver transplant recipient Missy Rodriguez of 
Short Hills, NJ, as she gets set to participate in 
the 2024 Rose Parade® in Pasadena, CA, on New 
Year’s Day. Rodriguez was selected by the 
Sharing Network Foundation to ride on 
OneLegacy’s Donate Life Rose Parade® float, 
which is recognized as the world’s most visible 
campaign to inspire organ and tissue donation. 

At the age of ten, Missy Rodriguez received a 
successful life-saving liver transplant. Today, 
Rodriguez is approaching the fortieth anniversary 
of her transplant – a milestone that will make her 
one of the longest liver transplant survivors in 
history. She thrives in her professional, social, 
and athletic pursuits. 

Rodriguez went to great lengths to keep her 
medical history a secret for most of her life. 
However, in 2015, Rodriguez had a dramatic 
change of heart after she underwent emergency 
surgery. She decided it was “her turn to give 
rather than receive.” Since then, Rodriguez has 
turned her passion into purpose as an advocate 
for organ donation. She serves as a mentor, 
priding herself as a resource for pre- and post-
transplant patients. 

Rodriguez is a certified volunteer for NJ 
Sharing Network and principal for Missy's 
Miracle Scholarship Fund. This Sharing Network 
Foundation program supports initiatives that raise 
awareness for organ and tissue donation and 
provides scholarships for high school students 
touched by the Foundation's life-saving mission. 
To date, she has raised over $120,000. 

Rodriguez is a well-recognized community 
volunteer and advocate for donation and 
transplantation. She has been featured in dozens 
of television and print news media spotlights and 
acknowledged for her charitable efforts by local 
neighborhood businesses, alliances, and religious 
institutions. Her efforts have also been publicly 
recognized by the Township of Millburn, NJ, 
with an official Proclamation. Rodriguez also 
participates in the Sharing Network Foundation’s 
5K Celebration of Life and has won gold medals 
in tennis at the Transplant Games of America as 
a member of Team Liberty. 

Rodriguez resides in Short Hills, NJ, with her 
husband, Brett, and their three sons, Jesse, Reece, 
and Mack. 
ABOUT ONELEGACY'S DONATE LIFE ROSE 
PARADE® FLOAT 

For over 20 years, OneLegacy's Donate Life 
Rose Parade® float has inspired people 
worldwide to save and heal lives with the 
powerful message of organ and tissue donation. 
The 2024 float, Woven Together: The Dance of 
Life, will showcase the culture of the Hopi, native 
to the American Southwest. Transplant recipients 
(including Missy Rodriguez) will ride on the float 
and living donors will walk alongside it. 
Memorial floragraphs honoring organ and tissue 

SLATE - TILE - ASPHALT SHINGLES 
SLATE ROOF WASHING - GUTTER CLEANING 

908-389-0200 
FULLY INSURED      Lic. #13VH06601300      FREE ESTIMATES

www.vdsnj.com 
facebook.com/vdsnj 
email: ira@vdsnj.com 

908-964-4004 
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

• Video Tape Transfers • DVD & FlashDuplication 
• High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning
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