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TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY CELEBRATES HOLIDAY SEASON
BUSINESS

The 37th annual Borough of Mountainside Tree Lighting celebration
took placed on Saturday December 3, 2023. Afterwards the Recreation
Place )’oul‘ ad Department invited all Mountainside residents to a free night of ice skating
at the Westfield Rink.
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908-418-5586
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INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS
$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.)
Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 - email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com
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Renna Media LLC, Publishers
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016

Mountainside View is published by Renna Media. 2,900
newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every business
and resident in Mountainside, NJ. Although great care has been
taken to ensure the information contained within is accurate,
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or omissions.

MOUNTAINSIDE GIRL SCOUTS
SPREAD HOLIDAY CHEER

Girl Scout Troops 40179 and 46127

The holiday spirit was in the air when
Mountainside’s Girl Scout Brownie Troop 46127
and Daisy Troop 40179 went caroling at the
Chatham Hills Subacute Care Center in Chatham,
NJ on Tuesday, December 5th. Troop Leader

Christine O'Grady's father is a resident at the
center. She wanted to bring the Scouts to spread
some joy to her father and all the other residents.
Everyone, young and old, enjoyed the music and
good cheer!

©2023 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced Courtesy photo

without written consent from Renna Media LLC.

SEND US YOUR NEWS

Do you have a community service that you
need help publicizing? Did you or someone
you know accomplish something amazing?
We are interested in hearing about your latest
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com

ADVERTISING
Joe Renna: 908-447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com
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Find us on online: rennamedia.com
facebook.com/ Mountianside View

It Pays to Go Ultra
Ultra Checking

4.20%

on the first $10,000’

Ultra Savings

5.25%

Annual Annual
Percentage Percentage
Yield Yield

on balances from $100,000 - $1,I}Dﬂ,ﬂﬂﬂ1

Rates current as of December 15, 2023, Rates are subject to change without notice. Fees could reduce eamings on the account. 1) Ultra Checking is a blended rate tiered account with
dividends paid on portions of your balance falling within designated tiers: 20.00 - 51,000,080 &20% Annual Percentage Yoeld (APYE 51,000.01 - 55,000.00; &20% APY, 55,0:00.07 -
£10,000000; &.20% AFY: 510,000,010 - $15,000,00: &.20% - 2.78% AFY: 515,000,010 - 535,000,00: 2.78% - 1.67% AFY: 525,000,010 - $50,000.00: LETS - 0,865 APY; 550,000,001 and above: 0LA&Y -
0.02% APY, 51,000 minimum balance to open, There is a 51,000 minimum daily balance requirement to avoid a 515 monthly maintenance fee. The monthly maintenance fee can also be
avoided based on a direct deposit of 5750 or greater into the Wtra Checking account during the statement cpcle. Limit of one Ultra Checking account per tax identification number,

) Ultra Savings is & blended rate tiered account with dividends paid on portions of your balance falling within designated tiers: 50.00 - S100,000.00: 5.25% APY; $100,000.01 - 5250,000.00:
5.25% APY; $250,000,01 - $500,000.00; 5.25% APY; $500,0000,01 - 5$1,000,000,00; 5.25% APY; $1,000,000.01 - 52,000,000,00: 5.25% - 2.60% APY; 52,000,000.01 - $5,000,000.00: 2.60% - 1.04%
AP 55000 000.01 and abowe: 1.046% - 0.57% APY, $100,000 minimwm balance to open. Thers 15 & 500,000 mmimum dailty balance requirement to avoid a 5900 monthly mamtenance fes.
Limit of one Ultra Savings sccount per tax identification aumber.

! Get started at TheAtlanticFCU.com, call us
“The Atlant[c at 908-245-1750 or visit us at our

Federal Credit Union branches in Union and West Orange.

Federally Insured by NCUA. Equal Housing Lender.
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SUMMIT DENTIST

@

137 Summit Ave., 1st FI, Summit, NJ

Trusted, Comfortable & Caring Dentistry

Call Us Today

%ﬁﬁt&iﬂf the %ﬁ?%(ﬁ(ﬁ il

AL

Dr. Mindy Ok

Dr. Mindy Ok earned her Doctor

to RequeSt an AppOintment! of Dental Medicine degree from

908-273-3873

the University of Pennsylvania
School of Dental Medicine, one of
the top dental schools in the
country. Dr. Ok strives to provide

www.summitdentist.com every patient with a thorough and

relaxing visit.

No Dental Insurance? We’ve Got an In-House Plan to Help!

OUR SERVICES

® PREVENTIVE CARE

® RESTORATIVE CARE

e EAT, CHEW & SMILE NATURALLY
WITH DENTAL IMPLANTS

® COSMETIC DENTISTRY

® MERCURY-FREE DENTISTRY

Call today and ask about
our VIP Botox/Derma Filler

Program.

$0 Adult Brighter, Whiter Cleaning
$0 Adult Exam
$0 Child cleaning and Exam

$0 Second Opinion Evaluation

HOURS: Mon: 9 am - 6 pm

o INVISALIGN® CLEAR ORTHODONTICS Tue: 10 am -7 pm
* JUVEDERM® . a3
® BOTOX® Fri: 9 am - 3 pm
Sat: 8 am -1 pm
NO DENTAL INSURANCE? WE WILL MAXIMIZE
NO PROBLEM. YOUR INSURANCE!

Join our in-house dental plan for a reasonable

yearly membership fee. No annual maximum!
Call to find out the details.

If you have insurance where a co-pay is not required, your exam,
x rays & cleaning will be at no cost to you. Cash, Check or
Credit Cards only, or your insurance may cover. If your insurance
requires a co-pay, you must pay a small out of pocket cost.
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FOSTER YOUTH JOIN FOREVER FAMILIES AT ADOPTION DAY

CASA of Passaic and Union Counties

On a recent fall morning, five youth ranging
from three to 10 years old entered the courtrooms
of Superior Court Judges Gavin Handwerker,
Paul Nieves and Chanel Hudson as foster youth
and, shortly after, emerged as official members
of their new families.

Adoption Day is eagerly anticipated by many
at Union County’s Family Court, as ample smiles
fill the courthouse — a juxtaposition to the daily
navigation of complex issues fraught with loss or
discord. This year, county dignitaries presented

(above right) Event
included a balloon
artist; cupcakes; ice
cream, face painting,
and bracelets.

(left) Each family
received a basket

| made possible by
CASA of Passaic and
Union Counties & the
A David Brearley Middle
High School Bears
That Care Program.

(above) Sheriff's officers dressed as
superheroes, and maned a Batmobile outside

the courthouse.
Courtesy photo

ril!

JANET LEICHT, DPM

Specializes in foot and ankle, bumons,
hammertoes, diabetic foot care, heel pain,
neuromas, surgery, orthotics and sports medicine.

Mon: 1:00 PM - 6:00 PM  Thu: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Tue: 9:00 AM - 7:00 PM Fri: Surgery Day
Wed: 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM  Sat: 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM

908-381-8160
janetleichtdpm.com
369 Springfield Avenue
Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922

“Ask us about our custom sandals and clogs.”

families with proclamations and certificates, and
festivities included performances by 30 high
school students from Elizabeth’s Thomas
Jefferson Arts Academy A Cappella Choir; a
former foster youth sharing her personal journey
and adoption story; a roaming balloon artist;
sheriff’s officers dressed as superheroes and a
Batmobile outside for visiting; furry greetings
from Kenilworth’s David Brearley Middle High
School mascot bear; personalized cupcakes; and
ice cream, face painting, and friendship-bracelet
making stations.

CASA of Passaic and Union Counties
presented family fun-themed gift baskets made
possible in part from donations by David
Brearley Bears That Care program and the Union
County Bar Association. Baskets were given to
all those finalizing on Adoption Day, as well as
several families who adopted earlier in the year.

Cynthia Evans of Scotch Plains was among the
CASA volunteers to attend the ceremonies for
their assigned children. "The day was a long time

IN MY
CAMP ERA!

WESTFIELD AREA YMCA

2024 SUMMER
DAY CAMPS

* S5afe, engaging and meaningful camp
experiences for children ages 3-15

* Traditional, Sports, 5.T.E.A.M. and
Leadership programs

* One week sessions or all summer long
* Full, half and extended-days

* Indoor and Qutdoor

WESTFIELD AREA YMCA

+ Locations based in Cranford and Westfield

Main Facility = 220 Clark 5t., Westfield « 308-301-YMCA (9622) + westfieldynj.org « [ =

Stremgthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westhield since 1923, Financial
assistance is available for YMCA programs and memberships.

coming for these sisters, and it was amazing,” she
said. “I've been their advocate since 2020.
Between their adoptive families and all involved,
embraces and cheers were aplenty. My time as
their CASA volunteer was both rewarding and
challenging. I’'m thankful I could help ensure
their needs were met and services were provided
while in care.”

Adoption Day is a national movement to raise
awareness of children in foster care. Since its
inception 23 years ago, nearly 60,000 children
have found permanency. More than 437,000
youth in the United States are currently in the
child welfare system awaiting a permanent home,
and the average wait is four years. For more than
23,000 youth, that doesn’t happen, and they age
out of the system, facing life on their own.

For details on CASA of Passaic and Union
Counties, becoming an advocate for foster
children or other opportunities to support the
organization’s work, log on to
WWWw.casapassaicunion.org.

REGISTRATION
STARTS THURSDAY, =
JANUARY 4 AT 9am!

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL

Pay in Full for eamps and get a 105

discount! Not valid for Befare Care or

Afver Care. Offer is valld onbing or in
person 154- 1721 only.

MULTIPLE CHILD DISCOUNTS ALSD
AVAILABLE!

Visit westfieldynj.org/camp
for a printable brochure and
registration details,

-
.

OPEN HOUSE

LEARM MORE ABOUT OUR CAMPS!

Saturday, January b
10:00am-12:00pm
Main Y Facility, Westfield
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THINKING ABOUT RELOCATING?
ATTEND OUR EXCLUSIVE REAL ESTATE EVENT.

A NN
f. ¥

idealLIVING | .

REAL ESTATE SHOW [ty ﬁ }
: '

The Nation’s Largest
Real Estate Exhibition

Discover the best places to live.
View top lifestyle communities at one convenient location.

Florida, Tennessee, North Carolina, South Carolina, Delaware, Georgia
MNew this year: Portugal and Greece

JANUARY 13-14

HILTON PARSIPPANY
One Hilton Court, Parsippany, NJ
Sat: 10am-4pm & Sun: 1lam-3pm

.- : ——— - . - —T" = - .- =
| —— h ..l-r.l, la— "ll - g o8 = e -
ey - i T e
E]{HIBITS, SEMINARS, DiSCOVERY TRAVEL AND MORE!
AT THE SHOW, YOU CAN...
= View community exhibits, talk personally with area repre- = Explore lifestyle communities: active adult,
sentatives & home builders. golf, gated, 55+, coastal, waterfront, boating & more.
» Compare many of the best places to relocate, or retire, Attend Updated Presentations:
all at one convenient location near you. «- Howi 1o Choose Wolit ideal Place
- Discover top destinations that afford a high quality of life, * The Martini Theory with Doug Terhune
yet very low taxes. « Selling Your Home in Today’s Market

« Live Your International Lifestyle

Come Find Your Ideal Place to

One Hilton Court, Parsippany, NJ
Saturday, 10am-dpm & Sunday, 11am-3pm

Live at the Show! 7] ideclLIVING| The Nation's Largest
7p] REAL ESTATE sHow | Real Estate Exhibition
{ R S B R S R A Bk R R R B B R RS RN R SR B :
o January 13-14,2024
AVAILABLE ONLY
AT THE SHOW g HILTON PARSIPPANY
O

7;]  RSVPfor Express Check-in & Complimentary Relocation Guide. ..,
ideal-living.com/R

RM

RSVP For Express Check-in, Exhibit Floorplan & Complimentary Relocation Guide

Questions:

ideal-living.com/RM 800-736-0321
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ATLANTIC FEDERAL GIVES RECOVERY GRANTS TO LOCAL NONPROFITS

The Atlantic Federal Credit Union (“The
Atlantic”) distributed $50,000 in grant funding to
five local nonprofit organizations through the
Federal Home Loan Bank of New York Small

-
[ B

(above, I-r) Check presentation Mobile Meals
of Westfield - Adam Cadmus, Chief Experience
Officer at The Atlantic, Josephine Walsh,
Operations Manager at Mobile Meals of
Westfield; Carla White-Garrett, Community
Engagement Representative at The Atlantic;
and Anthony Mero, Chief Executive Officer at
The Atlantic.

SpEn®
HOUSE

COMMUNITY PRESBYTERIAN
NURSERY SCHOOL
INVITES YOU TO JOIN US
FOR AN OPEN HOUSE!

Date: Saturday,
January 20th
Time: 9:00am to 11:00am
Place: 1459 Deer Path,
Mountainside
For all families interested
in registering for
the 2024-2025 school year!

CPNS Offers.....

v An extended day
for 3 and 4 year-olds

v Music, Yoga and STEM classes

v Developmentally appropriate
academic experiences

v Learning Without Tears curriculum

v An environment where children
are motivated to
explore, learn and play!

FOR NEW FAMILIES
Register your child at our open house and
PAY ONLY HALF OF THE REGISTRATION FEE!

Business Recovery Grant Program (“SBRG”).
The SBRG is designed to support the financial
security and health of organizations that have
faced economic challenges due to the rate
environment, inflation, supply-chain constraints,
and/or rising energy costs.

The SBRG began in 2017 in response to
hurricanes in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin
Islands. The Program relaunched in 2020 and was
made available again in 2021 to aid small
businesses and nonprofit organizations facing
challenges due to the Coronavirus pandemic. By
participating in the SBRG this year, The Atlantic
was able to grant $10,000 each to Bianca
F.L.O.W.E.R.S. Inc. in Plainfield, Jewish Family
Service of Central New Jersey, Mobile Meals of
Westfield, St. Joseph Social Service Center in
Elizabeth, and The SHARE Alliance in
Springfield.

“Thank you to the Federal Home Loan Bank
of New York for their partnership and the

'GALLERIES '
EEAN UNIVEESITY

opportunity to extend recovery grants within the
communities we serve,” shared The Atlantic
Federal Credit Union Chief Executive Officer
Anthony Mero. “The SBRG funding will help
our deserving recipients continue their selfless
work throughout Essex and Union counties —
ensuring community members in need have
access to food, clothing, social services and other
crucial resources through the holiday season and
beyond.”
ABOUT THE ATLANTIC FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
The Atlantic Federal Credit Union was
founded in 1935 as a not-for-profit financial
cooperative to meet the savings and borrowing
needs of Members. Today, The Atlantic Federal
Credit Union exclusively serves Essex and Union
counties in New Jersey with financial wellness
resources, competitive rates and technology-
driven solutions for personal and business
banking. For full eligibility criteria and more
information, visit TheAtlanticFCU.com.

Now Showing!

GIANTS
DRAGONS
NICORNS

The TWorld of e Mytdnie [reatures

Oct. 14, 2023

- Feb. 25, 2024

Liberty Hall Academic Center Gallery | Kean University
1003 Morris Ave, Bldg. 2 | Union, New Jersey
Galleries.kean.edu | (908) 737-5301

Organized by the American Museum of Natural History (amnh.eng).
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THE JANUARY SPEAKERS PROGRAM FOR THE SUMMIT AREA OLD GUARD

The Summit Area Old Guard was founded in
1930 and meets most Tuesdays at the New
Providence Presbyterian Church located at 1307
Springfield Ave. Our motto is "Come for the
Programs. Stay for the Friends."

January speakers include Kathleen Bassiacos,
Melanie Hazim, Joe Kane, Iveth Gonzales, and
Charles Clarkson. Please join us. Our programs
are free to the public, and we welcome you!

On January 2nd, Kathleen Bassiacos, a nurse
at Unicity Healthcare, with over three decades

of experience in oncology, geriatrics, assisted
living and at-home care, will discuss how she
focuses on her patients' health by managing
emergencies mixed with adaptability. Her
presentation will include not only nursing, but
also treating the myths surrounding aging and
nutrition.

On January 9th, Melanie Hazim, Director of
Outreach at the NJ Division of Consumer Affairs,
will discuss her responsibilities for educating and
promoting awareness of scams targeting New

(above, l-r) Ms. Bassaicos, Ms. Hazim, Joe Kane, Ms Gonzales, Charles Clarkson

Saturday by Appointment

ACE
HANDYMAN

SERVICES - =

=,

908-543-8900

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm acehandymanservices.com

unioncountynj@acehandymanservices.com

Our Craftsmen are Licensed, Bonded, Insured and Background Checked.

=

940 South Ave W. STE D
Westfield, NJ 07090

Ace Handyman Services Union County NJ

Jersey residents, and implementing the Division's
mission and goal to protect New Jersey's residents
from becoming victims of these frauds.

On January 16th, Joe Kane, a prevention
specialist with The Council on Compulsive
Gambling of NJ, will help us understand
compulsive gambling and the need to support
those suffering from this addiction. The Council
focuses on educating the public, training
professionals, referring gamblers and their
families to treatment, and advocating for
increased treatment services.

On January 23rd, Iveth Gonzales, a team leader
with the New Jersey Sharing Network,

will discuss organ donation, its benefits and
how the acquisition and distribution system is
organized. Iveth will also speak from her
experience after her father was diagnosed with
pulmonary fibrosis and why registering as an
organ donor, you may change of even save
someone's life.

On January 30th, our speaker will be Charles
Clarkson, an attorney, and a project director for
the Senior Medicare Patrol (SMP) under the
auspices of Jewish Family Services of Middlesex
County. Medicare is for seniors, it expends many
billions of dollars, and it must deal with the
hazards of fraud. Charles will explain how to
detect and how to report Medicare fraud and
related healthcare scams.

Past speakers and much more can be viewed at
SummitOldGuard.org but we encourage people
to drop in on our meetings which take place at the
church at 10:00 AM most Tuesdays. "Come for
the Speakers. Stay for the Friends." We look
forward to meeting you.

FREE ESTIMATES

AW Phases of
tlectrical Work

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

ELECTRICAL REPAIR + CONTROL WIRING « CIRCUIT BREAKERS
ELECTRICAL PANELS * SMART HOME SERVICES * BOILERS
EV CHARGER INSTALLATION « SMOKE DETECTORS
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT - 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

it e 201-600-3530 3 i

888400 & Insured
Short Circuit Specialisty

aa® Kenilworth
~Y Dry Cleaners

Free pick-up and delivery services

e Wash n Fold e Dry Cleaning ¢ Laundry
e Leather & Suede Cleaning ® UGG's & Sneaker
Restoration * Wedding Gown Preservation
e Meticulous Alterations and Custom Work.

Call 908-259-1960

Kenilworth-dry-cleaners.com
Your satisfaction is our priority.

RESTORING AND PRESERVING |

YOUR GARMENTS '

TO KEEP THEM FROM
THE LANDFILL!

Download the CleanCloud app and
select Kenilworth Dry Cleaners.
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ESTATE SALES J‘

Rahway Auction/Gilded Lillie
1433 Main St., Rahway, NJ

732-794-0930 ﬁ
732-669-7528 '{ Y
RahwayAuction@aol.com LW

#® On-Line Auctions
#X Clean-outs

Over 40 Years Experience

KONANTIQUES

WE Buy ANTIQUES

FREE HOUSE CALLS
908-578-7593

WE BUY: Sterling Silver, Antique Jewelry, Costume Jewelry, Coins,
Art, Watches & Clocks, Porcelain, Modern Items (50’s, 60’s, 70’s),
Antique Toys, Asian Decorative Arts, Judaica, Lighting, Military Items
Over 20 Some Furniture, Hummel & Lladro Figurines
years of
Experience

Located
in Summit

Free on-site consultation at your home or business

info@konantiques.com

Needleman

Roofing

SLATE - TILE - ASPHALT SHINGLES
SLATE ROOF WASHING - GUTTER CLEANING

908-389-0200

FULLY INSURED .ic #13vHoseo1300 FREE ESTIMATES

L“.I
CHESS IN MILLBURN

CHESS ACADEMY

Individual and group lessons
From heginners on up.

* In-person and Online Lessons

* Regular classes at
27 Bleeker St., Millburn, NJ

* Rated Chess Tournaments
* Search us on YouTube: Chess Party

908-416-1695

Visit our website for details and placement test!

ChessinMillburn.com
chessinmillbourn@gmail.com

MOUNTAINSIDE PUBLIC LIBRARY

1 Constitution Plaza, Mountainside, NJ 07092 ¢ 908-233-0115 ® mountainsidelibrary.org
Monday, Thursday: 9:30am - 8:00pm; Tuesday, Wednesday: 9:30am - 6:00pm;
Friday: 9:30am - 5:00pm; Saturday: 9:30am - 5:00pm; Sundays: closed
Closed on Monday, January 1st for New Year's Day and Monday, January 15th for MLK

NOTE FROM TAMMY SHAW,
DIRECTOR

The end of 2023 brought several positive
changes to the Mountainside Public Library.
After a week of having various parts of the
library closed off and wrapped in plastic, the
Library unveiled new ceiling tiles that replaced
the tiles that were damaged during a rain storm
on July 4th weekend. As the first step in joining
the MAIN Alliance Consortium, a network of 50
libraries throughout Union, Hunterdon, Morris,
Somerset, Warren counties, Mountainside
Library has switched its eContent provider and
now offers patrons 40,000 eBooks and 28,000
eAudiobooks, an 80% increase over the former
provider. The full transition to the MAIN
Alliance Consortium is scheduled for May
2024. More information will be available in the
coming months. The Library has updated its
website and online program and event
registration is now available. If preferred,
patrons are still welcome to call the library to
register for events.

ADULT PROGRAMS FOR THE NEW YEAR
INCLUDE TWO SPECIAL EVENTS:

Collage Making Workshop
with artist, Kat Block
Saturday, January 20 from 10:00am-1:00pm.
Participants can come in from the cold and
learn the art of collage while creating a warm
and inviting one-of-a-kind beach scene. Space
is limited, Registration is required.
Chocolate Truffle Making
Join Library Director, Tammy Shaw, and learn
to make these simple and elegant treats for
yourself or to share with someone special.
Space is limited, Registration is required.

Wille SAM’S  aldul
LANDSCAPING

& WEEKLY LAWN SERVICE
@ PROPERTY CLEANUP

& PLANTING

& MULCH
A3y COMPLETE

sy PROPERTY

& TOPSOIL \
& TRIMMING

SAMSLANDSCAPING.COM
908-441-1302

REGULAR ADULT
PROGRAMMING FOR JANUARY:

Great Courses continues with The 30 Greatest
Orchestral Works
Mondays at 1pm (Jan 8th, 22nd, 29th)
Monday night Book Club: The Kingdoms of
Savannah by George Dawes Green
Monday, January 8 at 6:30pm
Books are available at the library for
participants.
The Cookhook Club
Thursday, January 11 at 6:30pm
Participants will explore new cookbooks and
old favorites. The January meeting will focus
on healthy starts for the new year. Come for a
taste, stay for the discussion. Registration is
recommended.
Friday afternoon movies
at 1pm.
There will be no movie on Friday, January 12th.
the Library has several special events for
youth, including:
After School Talks About Animals with the
Turtleback Zoo
January 11 (3:30-4:15pm)
Ages K-4. Registration is required.
Read to a Therapy Dog
January 18 at 4:00pm.
Space is limited. Registration is required.
L’il Al Dinosaur
January 25, 4:00-5:00pm.

Be a Paleontologist for the day! Kids will
delight in working as a team to put together
these dinosaur bones. Ages 3-8.
Registration is required.

Move & Groove, Miss Jolie Returns!
January 30, 10:30-11:15am
Preschoolers and their caregivers will rejoice in
the music and movement of Miss Jolie.
Registration is required for preschoolers and
their caregivers.

HOME MOVIES
TRANSFERRED

to digital files & DVD

¢ Video Tape Transfers

e DVD & Flash Drive Duplication
e High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning

& VIDEO DATA SERVICES®

locally owned since 1984

www.vdsnj.com
facebook.com/vdsnj
email: ira@vdsnj.com

908-964-4004

406 Chestnut St. e Union, NJ 07083
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SPIRITUAL? CURIOUS? SEEKING?

Do you consider yourself Spiritual? Are you
Curious about what people are talking about
when they speak of having faith or being
spiritual? Are you Seeking peace of mind, of
heart of soul?

Come and see for yourself. Come and explore
the Christian faith. Come and discuss with other
seekers what is on your mind, what you cannot
talk about except with other seekers. Come to an
Alpha gathering.

Alpha is for everybody that wants to discuss
seeking answers to life’s big questions. Why are
we here? Is this all there is to life? Where are we
going? How do I attain peace of mind, heart, and
soul? Whether you are young or old, have faith
or are atheist or agnostic, Alpha provides a safe
environment for exploring our big questions
about life.

We begin by sharing a meal together and
getting to know each other. We watch a video

explore faith together.

Alpha i 3 place 1o connect with other peogle who are Spen 1o exploring Be. faith, and
meaning. Each session incisdes a fime to connect with others |ofen over a free meal],
hear @ $hort talk on 2 elemend of the Christan fsth, and then a3 chance for each perion
te shate thesr o guestions witk the proup, We'd love b hear your Deripe: e

Alpha Winter/Spring 2024
Season begins LIVE
Monday February 5th
7:00 prm @

The Nazareth Center

IV pligrarrd by wrekly cevuicen honfed on Dooem

Scan the QR Code with your phone or smart device to

ACCESS OUr Sign up page at

I wiud hanee Gisestions aboul Alohs, pleaie coniact e Natareth Cenbir OMce ot SOE-A83-2 100 ar wend an email 13

cffisd il hmgariiknet

17TH ANNUAL
INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE

The New Providence - Berkeley Heights
Interfaith Council hosted their 17th annual
Thanksgiving Service at Faith Lutheran Church
in New Providence. The Interfaith Thanksgiving

Service is a community tradition held the
Monday before Thanksgiving bringing together
different faiths and community in prayer and in
thanks.

Photo by Alex Kogan

together then break into small groups for
uninhibited discussion about what is on our
minds.

There is no cost to participate. The series runs
for 12 weeks on Monday nights beginning at 7:30
p.m. and ending at 9:00 p.m. It will begin
February 5th, 2024, and end May 6th, 2024.
Three of the sessions are live in person and the
remainder are on Zoom. You will need a desire
for frank discussion, a willingness to participate
and a commitment to attend. You will also need
a computer or smartphone capable of Zoom
sessions.

The live in person sessions will be held at

Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish,

1571 S. Martine Ave.,

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076.

If you have any questions,

please call (908) 889-2100.

To register go onto IHMParish.net/alpha.

Al’s Carp enfr¥ @
Home Improvements

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall
Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Call: 908.451.2230

ﬂls-ﬂﬂrpﬂntwri@ﬂﬂl.ﬂﬂm Electrical Lic. # 14616

& Plumbing w #8660

NEW JERSEY
VETERANS NETWORK

Dedicated To Helping Veterans
And Their Families Live Better Lives
If you are a veteran, or family member,
in need of assistance or comradeship,
please contact us at NJVN1775@gmail.com
or call 973-332-1556.
Visit online at NJVN.org
for more information about our services,
and ways you can make a difference
in a heroes life.

3¢ FAITH chies”

L34 Souih Sores, Mew Providence, M
W=5-517T « The Hov, Jame Mol ready, Pasior

Suniday Mornings
Services with Eucharist at 8:060 and 10:04) a.m,
Sunday School, Youth & Adult Forums at 8:45 a.m

T Pt he g

Midweek Advent Services with Encharist
Decembaer 6, 13 and 20 at 12 noon
Crrgan Recitals After Services on Decembeer & and 20
Chrisimas Eve
Ei-uncll:n. December 24
Family Service n:ll!h E |.||.|1.|r|~.: an =00 ..
Candlelig i|1 Eucharist with "'1Fh,,"l. al Musgie at T-00 .
Christmas [ay
Monday, December 25
Mativity of Our Lord Evcharist at 10000 a.m.

Service of Lessons, Carols and Eucharist
?-:.|_|r|;|.i|:.. Decemiber 31 at 1000 a.m

Livestream available
Wisit our website at www.famfaith.org
Facebook 01 Fanth Lutheran, Mew Providence
Yoia Tiabse a1 FLOWMIAY

Wi practece an open Communion tabde © Al are welcomse!
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Marketing
Toolbox

Renna Media offers a full
range of marketing services,
in print and online, hyper-
local to regional, for every
budget and market size.

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS

We mail 160,000 newspapers
to every home and business in
24 towns.You can advertise
in any number of towns.
Ads start at $60.

FULL GOLOR PRINTING

We print flyers and menus,
full color, two sided,
on coated stock for only
$45 per thousand.

DIREGT MAIL

Insert your flyer into the
newspapers and get it mailed
to every home and business for
$60 per thousand and as low as
$30 per thousand for higher
quantities.

ONLINE MARKETING

Online ads and press releases
designed and placed to drive
traffic to your website and get
your phone ringing.

SOCIAL MEDIA

We can design and/or manage
your social media campaign
from passive to aggressive plans
customized to work within
your budget.

WEBSITE AND
SEO SERVICES

Start with an audit/analysis

of your website giving you a

report and recommendations
for $250.

It is highly recommended to
have a marketing plan and
budget before spending.

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A
FREE GONSULTATION.
908-447-1295

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY!

Tina Renna 908-418-55806 * tinarenna@rennamedia.com
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 * joerenna@rennamedia.com
202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Online at RennaMedia.com
and NJLocalinfo.com

Gall today for FREE consult on
marketing and business plans.

Advertise
in 1 or all

24 towns
MEgeDIA

LOM
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IMAGINE, A CENTER FOR COPING WITH LOSS

As the staff at Imagine prepared to launch a
new program year in September, it quickly
became evident that the demand for Imagine’s
grief support groups had grown. Imagine began
its new program year offering three in-person
Nights of Support at their Mountainside location,
one Night of Support at their Newark location
and a virtual option. Though each Night of
Support (NOS) can accommodate up to 60
families, it became clear that a new night was
needed to support all of the new families that had
reached out to Imagine seeking support following
the death of someone close to them.

The first step in launching a new NOS is to
train new volunteers to facilitate each support
group. Imagine held a training session November
3-5th, training 10 new facilitators for the new

NOS that will meet on alternate Mondays
beginning in November. The ten new facilitators
were joined by new Imagine staff who
participated in the training as well.

In addition to the story sharing and support for
one another that’s part of Imagine’s training, the
group had an opportunity to gain knowledge and
skills regarding Alan Wolfelt’s Companioning
Model for grief support that’s practiced at
Imagine. Many of the participants in Imagine’s
training program find the training experience to
be meaningful and life changing. One participant
shared: “The training was truly amazing and
inspiring. I am so honored to have had the
opportunity to participate in it.” Another said:
“The Imagine Staff are amazing. I so appreciate
all the knowledge they shared and the

(above, I-r) Imagine held a training session November 3-5th, training 10 new facilitators (pictured
above) Back row: Brian Stump, Sandra Toppin, Cynthia Goodman, Tinah Bouldin, Shari Levine,
Latoyya Schenck, Imagine’s Chief Development Officer, Paul Muir, and Marianne Rubino. Front

row: Imagine s Mountainside Program Associate, Kellie Saracino, Jen Schildge, Imagine s
Operations Consultant, Susan Pink, Rachel Heisch, Imagine’s Training and Development
Operations Associate, Alexa Adubato and Pat Taeschler

Courtesy photo

Full Golor Flyers and Menus Printed and Mailed
to Every Home and Business in Town!

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295

email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

FLYERS - $45 PER THOUSAND

8.5" x 11" / Full color / 2 sided / 60Ib gloss coated stock
Tri-fold add $10 per thousand. Minimum order $450
LARGE MENUS - PRINTING - $85 PER THOUSAND
For quantities more than 50,000 cost is $55 per thousand.
11"x17" / Full color /2 sided / 60Ib gloss coated stock. Min. order $850 |
Includes folding (quarter fold or tri-fold, with or without coupons tab)
INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS
$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.)
Minimum order $400

ONLINE ADS & PRESS RELEASES
DRIVE LOCAL TRAFFIC TO YOUR WEBSITE

* GET UNLIMITED CLICKS

An alternative to expensive pay-per-click programs Joe Renna at 908-447-1295
« FREE AD DESIGN AND COPYWRITING email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com
Advertising webpage includes many features

including write-up, images, video, Google map, etc.

* POSTS ARE SHARED THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA
Posts shared on multiple Facebook pages and twitter.

* PATID SEARCH ENGINE PROMOTIONS

Posts are promoted by industry, key words and location.

* TRACKABLE RESULTS

All ads include a live view counter.

PER POST
Block of 20 for $200
Single post is $20

encouragement they gave to me and the other
participants.” The staff at Imagine are so pleased
to welcome this new group to their wonderful
team of volunteers!

Imagine has been providing free peer support
groups for children and families for over 10 years
and relies on both the generosity of volunteer
facilitators who donate their time, and the
generosity of donors who help fund Imagine’s
programs. This holiday season, if you’d like to
support Imagine’s mission of ensuring that no
one grieves alone, please consider making a
donation to support Imagine’s programs at
imaginenj.org.

Imagine is a 501¢3 nonprofit that offers free
year-round grief support groups for children ages
3-18 and young adults 19-30 who are coping with
a loss due to death. Concurrently, support groups
are available for the parents and guardians of the
children in the groups and offered in English and
Spanish. Imagine also offers grief and loss
education and training to the community. For
more information please contact Imagine at
908-264-3100 or info@imaginenj.org.

RETIREES 6TH ANNUAL
COOKIE SWAP

Submitted by Kenny i.

The Mountainside Active Retirees celebrated
their 6th annual cookie swap at their December
12th meeting with entertainment by Ms. Candy
Nelson who sang Holiday songs spanning the
decades, both "oldies" not so oldies. The
members provided a wide variety of home made
and purchased cookies which they enjoyed
sampling with a cup of coffee, tea, or hot
chocolate. Containers of those treats were also
prepared for Mountainside's Volunteer Fire Dept.
and Volunteer Rescue Squad. In addition, smaller
containers were packaged and delivered to those
members unable to attend because of ill health.

The new season will start January 9th with a
ticketed luncheon at The Stage House,
Mountainside. Regular meetings begin January
23rd at Borough Hall at 10:00 a.m.

FITNESS TRAIL

The Echo Lake Park Fitness Trail is located
behind Borough Hall and is 9/10th mile long. It
features Accessible Paracourse Fitness Stations.
The new trail surface — warning track mix — is
easy on the knees and joints. Walk, jog, run, roll
or stroll along the scenic trail.
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Call Today for a Free Estimate! [& 855.624.6655

i
N
'AS SEEN ON
GEORGE
TO THEE
RESCUE

Payment Plans
HOME REMODELING GROUP WINDOWS $109 BASEMENTS $195

EITCHENS 5397 BATHROOHS 5199
ROOFIMG S147 DECKSPATIOS §180
SIDHMG 5187 FORCHESSTEPS $165

ROOFING | SIDING | WINDOWS % Plons Avallablal
¥ Decks & Porches W8 KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BASEMENTS s Lop i
MASONRY | DECKS | PORCHES

VIRTUAL MEETINGS ALSO AVAILABLE

Interior & Exterior Remodeling | Family Owned & Operated
100% FINANCING AVAILABLE | 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

MIDCA |3VHO7T55300

[ElMagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com




