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DEDICATED
TO RESULTS,
A TRADITION

OF TRUST

Let Me Find

Your Dream Home

Loryn O'Brien
Coldwell Banker East
209 Central Ave
Westfield, NJ
lorynobrien118@gmail.com

908-247-1136
Office: 908-233-5555
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VETERANS DAY EVENTS HONOR LOCAL VETERANS

Cranford Public Schools

Cranford Public Schools continued its tradition of partnering with the
Cranford VFW Post 335 to commemorate Veterans Day and honor the
members of our town who served in the armed forces. Events took place
in all buildings across the district on Wednesday, November 8th with
schools welcoming veterans John Aslanian, Kevin Braine, Jerry Chen, Jim
D’Arcy, Brian Evans, Neil Friedman, Michael Gregory, Michael Maguire,
Alan Murphy, Guin Pherson, Mark Pollock, and VFW Post 335
Commander Mark Schwartz.

Bloomingdale Avenue School, Brookside Place School, Hillside Avenue
School, Lincoln School, Livingston Avenue School, Orange Avenue
School, and Walnut Avenue School were adorned with student-created
patriotic decorations that included messages of appreciation. VFW
members then toured each school where students lined the halls for a “clap
in” to thank and celebrate their guests of honor.

Cranford High School also hosted their “Ten Questions with Our
Cranford Veterans” assembly for students enrolled in United States History
IT again this year. Students developed and posed questions for John
Aslanian, Jim D’ Arcy, Mike Gregory, and Mark Pollock who graciously
shared their experiences in the US military, allowing students to develop
a deeper understanding of events studied in their classes and a greater
appreciation of the sacrifices members of the US military make.

Cranford Public Schools and the Cranford
VFW Post 335 look forward to continuing and
expanding their partnership to honor our
community’s service members in 2024.

(above) Brookside Place School fifth grade
student, Theodore Espinoza, hands a homemade
flag pillow he made to Air Force Veteran James

D'Arcy during the Veterans Day clap-in.

Photos by Cranford Public Schools
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(above) Orange Avenue Students pose with decorations they made to welcome Cranford veterans during the clap-in.
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Cr;tters?

Complete Termite & Pest Control Since 1952
From rats to bats, skunks to racoons, and squirrels to mice
... and everything in between, WE CAN HELP.

ARNOLD’S
PEST CONTROL

Business license #90966A

908-276-8062

ArnoldsPestControl.com
9 Quine Street, Cranford, NJ 07016

CALL
TODAY!
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Cranford Knights of Columbus over 800 coats, 500 hats, gloves and socks to

BH n“ Fu B n M n “TH I-YH ] For the second year in a row, the Cranford needy families in Newark’s Central Ward.
Knights Columbus supported the Franciscan The Council also made a monetary donation to
Renna Media LLC, Publishers Charities Annual Coat Drive, led by Brother the Drive to further support this worthy cause and

Knight Keith Santulli. St. Michael’s Church ministry. For more information  visit
Z(C)r%nxa,l\ﬁ%,;,A,Zep'u’bEriadniogggnlj}\lﬂegiz_oglygo parishioners generously donated over 150 coats, franciscancharitiesinc.org.

newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every business | hats, gloves, and assorted clothing. The Cranford Council supports many worthy
and resident in Cranford, N.J. Although great care has been Collection and sorting were conducted over charities and civic causes and is committed to
taken to ensure the information contained within is accurate, X > R R . . .

Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or omissions. several weeks with the distribution event taking being a viable part of our community. For

~©2023 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced |  place on Saturday November 11th where Brother information about joining the Cranford Council,

without written consent from Renna Media LLC. . . . .
Knights assisted as personal shoppers and event please contact our Grand Knight Kevin
SEND US YOUR NEWS coordinators. Keith and his Cranford Knights Cumiskey at 973-390-9327 or visit our web site,

Do you have a community service that you [ Team participated by sorting and distributing cranfordknights.org.
need help publicizing? Did you or someone
you know accomplish something amazing?
We are interested in hearing about your latest
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com

ADVERTISING
Joe Renna: 908-447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com

[=]33 3% =]
P

Find us on online: rennamedia.com

(above, I-r) Brothers Sean O’Shea and Keith Santulli, Past Grand Knight Jerry Conheeney,
facebook.com/ Cranford Monthly

and Brother Tom Molfetto at the distribution event.

Courtesy photo
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

OF CRANFORD
Chnistmas Eve

Sunday Morning Advent Worship
10:00am

Family Service with
Children’s Musical & Glowsticks
4:00pm

Traditional Candlelight Service
8:00pm

Visit firstprescranford.org/Christmas
1 Springfield Avenue / (908) 276-8440
A
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OPPORTUNITY
FOR THE
NEW YEAR?

i.\ A New Job, a New Home
q“ a New City?

\ Ll §

If it's time for a fresh start, or you might want to explore the
opportunities you have in an upward market, we'd love to connect
with you and discuss your options. Feel free to give us a Call!

Warm Wishes for a Happy Holiday!
RE/MAX Select

o
137 Elmer Street
® Office: 908-233-9292

Each office is independently

-
HOME STAGING SERVICES & 1T [H opomeomes fow o

is not intended as a solicitation.

Janice Van Der Veken
Realtor-Associate

RE/MAX Select

Cell: 908-577-0824

JaniceVanDerVekenRealtor@gmail.com

Mary Rittenhouse
Realtor-Associate
RE/MAX Select

= Cell: 908-477-4486
A Mary.Ritt@hotmail.com
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ATLANTIC FEDERAL GIVES RECOVERY GRANTS TO LOCAL NONPROFITS

The Atlantic Federal Credit Union (“The
Atlantic”) distributed $50,000 in grant funding to
five local nonprofit organizations through the
Federal Home Loan Bank of New York Small
Business Recovery Grant Program (“SBRG”).
The SBRG is designed to support the financial
security and health of organizations that have
faced economic challenges due to the rate
environment, inflation, supply-chain constraints,
and/or rising energy costs.

The SBRG began in 2017 in response to
hurricanes in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin
Islands. The Program relaunched in 2020 and was
made available again in 2021 to aid small
businesses and nonprofit organizations facing
challenges due to the Coronavirus pandemic. By
participating in the SBRG this year, The Atlantic
was able to grant $10,000 each to Bianca
F.L.O.W.E.R.S. Inc. in Plainfield, Jewish Family
Service of Central New Jersey, Mobile Meals of
Westfield, St. Joseph Social Service Center in
Elizabeth, and The SHARE Alliance in
Springfield.

“Thank you to the Federal Home Loan Bank
of New York for their partnership and the
opportunity to extend recovery grants within the
communities we serve,” shared The Atlantic
Federal Credit Union Chief Executive Officer
Anthony Mero. “The SBRG funding will help
our deserving recipients continue their selfless
work throughout Essex and Union counties —

on the first $10,000’

ensuring community members in need have
access to food, clothing, social services and other
crucial resources through the holiday season and
beyond.”
ABOUT THE ATLANTIC FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
The Atlantic Federal Credit Union was
founded in 1935 as a not-for-profit financial
cooperative to meet the savings and borrowing

needs of Members. Today, The Atlantic Federal
Credit Union exclusively serves Essex and Union
counties in New Jersey with financial wellness
resources, competitive rates and technology-
driven solutions for personal and business
banking.
For

full eligibility criteria and more

information, visit TheAtlanticFCU.com.

(‘The Atlantic
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(above, I-r) Check presentation Mobile Meals of Westfield - Adam Cadmus, CEO at The Atlantic;
Josephine Walsh, OM at Mobile Meals of Westfield; Carla White-Garrett, Community Engagement
Representative at The Atlantic; and Anthony Mero, CEO at The Atlantic.

on balances from $100,000 - $1,000,000 1

Annual
| Percentage
' Yield

(kThe

Rates current as of December 15, 2023, Rates are subject to change without notice. Fees could reduce earnings on the account. 1) Uttra Checking is a blended rate tiered account with
dividends paid on portions of wour balance falling within designated tiers: $0.00 - 51,000,00; 4.20% Anmsal Percentage Yield (AFYE 51,00:0.01 -
SU0,000000; &.20% AFY: 510,000,071 - 515,000,00: &20% - 2.78% APY; 515,000.01 -

Federally Insured by NCUA. Equal Housing Lender,

925,000,000z 2,78% - 1.67% APY; 525,000,071 - 550,000.00: 1L67% - 0.86% APY; 550,000,017 and above: DLALS, -
0,03% APY, 51,000 minimum balance to open, There is a 51,000 minimum daily balance requirement to avoid a 515 monthly maintenance fee. The monthly maintenance fee can alse be
avoided based on a direct deposit of 5750 or greater into the Ultra Checking account during the statement cycle. Limit of one Ultra Checking account per tax identification number,

Zh Ultra Savings is & blended rate tiered account with dividends paid on portions of your balance falling within designated tiers: $0.00 - $100,000,00: 5.25% APY: 5100,000.01 - S350, 000, 00:
S25% APY; 5250,000.01 - $50:0,000.00; 5.25% APY; 5500000007 - 51,000,000,0:0; 5,25% APY; 51,000,000.01 - 53000,000,00: 5.35% - 2.60% APY; 53,000,000.01 -
AP S5 000,000.01 and aboee: 1.04% - 0.57% APY, 5100,000 minimwem balance to open. Thers 15 4 £100,000 mmimum daily balance requirement to avoid a 5900 monthly mantenance fee
Limit of one Ultra Savings account per tax identification number.

Atlantic

Federal Credit Union

Get started at TheAtlanticFCU.com, call us
at 908-245-1750 or visit us at our
branches in Union and West Orange.

55,000.00; &.20% APY: 55,0:00.01 -

¥5,000,000.000 2,600 - 1.04%
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THINKING ABOUT RELOCATING?
ATTEND OUR EXCLUSIVE REAL ESTATE EVENT.

SN\
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idealLIVING | ..

. P &
REAL ESTATE SHOW [t \ﬁ }
; /.

The Nation’s Largest
Real Estate Exhibition

Discover the best places to live.
View top lifestyle communities at one convenient location.

Florida, Tennessee, North Carolina, South Carolina, Delaware, Georgia
Mew this year: Portugal and Greece

JANUARY 13-14

HILTON PARSIPPANY
One Hilton Court, Parsippany, NJ
Sat: 10am-4pm & Sun: 11lam-3pm

- = : - !
- T o L s = i-‘"-‘H - 3
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CaT e Pl e I L e T e
EXHIBITS, SEMINARS, DISCOVERY TRAVEL AND MORE!
AT THE SHOW, YOU CAN...
= View community exhibits, talk personally with area repre- = Explore lifestyle communities: active adult,
sentatives & home builders. golf, gated, 55+, coastal, waterfront, boating & more.,
- Compare many u:b_F the best_placm to relocate, or retire, Attend Updated Presentations:
all at one convenient location near you. - How 16 Fhoose Voiir deal Place
» Discover top destinations that afford a high quality of life, * The Martini Theory with Doug Terhune
yet very low taxes. « Selling Your Home in Today’s Market

= Live Your International Lifestyle

Come Find Your Ideal Place to

Live at the Show! ideal-LIVING | The Nation's Largest
REAL ESTATE sHow | Real Estate Exhibition
January 13-14,2024 |
AVAILABLE ONLY
AT THE SHOW HILTON PARSIPPANY

One Hilton Court, Parsippany, NJ
Saturday, 10am-4pm & Sunday, 11am-3pm

RSVP for Express Check-in & Complimentary Relocation Guide. .,
ideal-living.com/R

M

RSVP For Express Check-in, Exhibit Floorplan & Complimentary Relocation Guide

Questions:

ideal-living.com/RM 800-736-0321
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FOSTER YOUTH JOIN FOREVER FAMILIES AT ADOPTION DAY

CASA of Passaic and Union Counties

On a recent fall morning, five youth ranging
from three to 10 years old entered the courtrooms
of Superior Court Judges Gavin Handwerker,
Paul Nieves and Chanel Hudson as foster youth
and, shortly after, emerged as official members
of their new families.

Adoption Day is eagerly anticipated by many
at Union County’s Family Court, as ample smiles
fill the courthouse — a juxtaposition to the daily
navigation of complex issues fraught with loss or
discord. This year, county dignitaries presented

included a balloon
artist; cupcakes; ice
cream, face painting,
and bracelets.

(left) Each family
received a basket
made possible by
CASA of Passaic and
Union Counties & the
W David Brearley Middle
High School Bears
That Care Program.

(above) Sheriff's officers dressed as
superheroes, and maned a Batmobile outside
the courthouse.

Courtesy photo

WOOD FLOORS
Sand « Stain « Refinish « Repairs « Installation
CARPET & RUGS
Clean « Stretch  Sanitize « Repairs « Bind
RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET

A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC.
116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ

908-913-4650

Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard
100/0 Discoun On labor only. Materials not included. Cannot

be combined with other offers. Exp. 1/31/24.

families with proclamations and certificates, and
festivities included performances by 30 high
school students from Elizabeth’s Thomas
Jefferson Arts Academy A Cappella Choir; a
former foster youth sharing her personal journey
and adoption story; a roaming balloon artist;
sheriff’s officers dressed as superheroes and a
Batmobile outside for visiting; furry greetings
from Kenilworth’s David Brearley Middle High
School mascot bear; personalized cupcakes; and
ice cream, face painting, and friendship-bracelet
making stations.

CASA of Passaic and Union Counties
presented family fun-themed gift baskets made
possible in part from donations by David
Brearley Bears That Care program and the Union
County Bar Association. Baskets were given to
all those finalizing on Adoption Day, as well as
several families who adopted earlier in the year.

Cynthia Evans of Scotch Plains was among the
CASA volunteers to attend the ceremonies for
their assigned children. "The day was a long time

IN MY
CAMP ERA!

WESTFIELD AREA YMCA

2024 SUMMER
DAY CAMPS

* S5afe, engaging and meaningful camp
experiences for children ages 3-15

* Traditional, Sports, 5.T.E.A.M. and
Leadership programs

* One week sessions or all summer long
* Full, half and extended-days

* Indoor and Qutdoor

WESTFIELD AREA YMCA

* Locations based in Cranford and Westfield

Main Facility » 220 Clark St., Westfield » 908-301-YMCA (9622) » westfieldynj.org « (13 =

Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923, Financial
assistance is avallable for YMCA pragrams and memberships.

coming for these sisters, and it was amazing,” she
said. “I've been their advocate since 2020.
Between their adoptive families and all involved,
embraces and cheers were aplenty. My time as
their CASA volunteer was both rewarding and
challenging. I’'m thankful I could help ensure
their needs were met and services were provided
while in care.”

Adoption Day is a national movement to raise
awareness of children in foster care. Since its
inception 23 years ago, nearly 60,000 children
have found permanency. More than 437,000
youth in the United States are currently in the
child welfare system awaiting a permanent home,
and the average wait is four years. For more than
23,000 youth, that doesn’t happen, and they age
out of the system, facing life on their own.

For details on CASA of Passaic and Union
Counties, becoming an advocate for foster
children or other opportunities to support the
organization’s work, log on to
WWW.casapassaicunion.org.

REGISTRATION

STARTS THURSDAY, =
JANUARY 4 AT 9am!

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL
Pay in full for camps and get a 10%
dizstount! Not valid for Befare Care ar
Afver Care. Dffer is valid online or in
person 1/4-1/21 only.

MULTIPLE CHILD DISCOUNTS ALSD
AVAILABLE!

Visit westfieldynj.org/camp
for a printable brochure and
registration details.

=
.

OPEN HOUSE

LEARM MORE ABOUT DUR CAMPS!

Saturday, January b
10:00am-12:00pm
Main ¥ Facility, Westfield
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Call Today for a Free Estimate! [& 855.624.6655

i
N
"AS SEEN ON

GEORGE
TO THEE
RESCUE

Payment Plans
HOME REMODELING GROUP WINDCHWS $19% BASEMENTS $195

KITCHENS §385% RATHROOMS 51599
ROOFIMNG $249  DECKSPATIOS S189
SIDING §189  PORCHESSTEPS $185

ROOFING | SIDING | WINDOWS 9% Plans Available!
¥ Decks & Porches W% KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BASEMENTS e o
MASONRY | DECKS | PORCHES

VIRTUAL MEETINGS ALSO AVAILABLE

Interior & Exterior Remodeling | Family Owned & Operated
100% FINANCING AVAILABLE | 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

MNIDCA |13VHO7755300

[ElMagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com
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Can’t get a trial date?
We can help.
Mediate - Arbitrate

(908) 645-1000

a2 www.lawlawfirm.com

EDWARD ]. HOBBIE MARK E. HOBBIE

HOBBIE & HOBBIE

ATTORNEYS AT LAW, LLC

Celebrating 40 years of service to Cranford

o Estate Administration
e Will and Trusts
e Elder Law

908-276-4777

hobbieandhobbie.com o Real Estate
fax: 908-709-1663 )
edward@hobbieandhobbie.com mark@hobbieandhobbie.com

476 South Avenue. East, Cranford, NJ 07016-0863

STEPHANIE GARDENS
GARWOOD, NJ
1 BR starting at $1,769

Heat & hot water included. Cats allowed.
Conveniently located in residential area.

Call for Availability.
908.789.9198

Professionally managed by DanJon Management Corp., Inc.

(above) The annual free Trolley Rides & Sing Along with Santa, organized by the
Cranford Area Chamber of Commerce, returned on Saturday, December 9th.

1-800-TEAM-LAW ©

INJURED?

TELL US YOUR STORY. THE CONSULTATION IS FREE.
TOBIN - KESSLER « GREENSTEIN « CARUSO - WIENER - KONRAY

ONE OF NEW JERSEY'S
TOP-RATED LAW FIRMS

$10 $18 819

MILLION MILLION
MILLION

Medical Malpractice Car Accwdent
Construction Site Accident

* Personal Injury
* Motor Vehicle Accidents
= Medical Malpractice
« Workers' Compensation

136 Central Avenueg
Clark, New Jersey
1-B00O-TEAM-LAW

+12 Office Locations
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WHATCOULDA
BOND REFERENDUM

ACCOMPLISH?

FULL-DAY UPDATED SPACES FACILITY UPGRADES
KINDERGARTEN T0 MEETTODAY'S FOR EFFICIENCY,
CLASSES FORALL STANDARDS COMFORT
= 16 new kindergarten = Updated science labs = Install air conditioning in large

classrooms with restrooms at « Modernized multimedia centers COMMON Spaces

BPS, BAS, WAS, and HAS « Technology upgrades » Upgrade electrical services to meet
« Currently, we can only s e technical and HVAC demands

accommodate three full-day e - Improve accessibility

classes, awarded through a e :

lottery system = Renovated classrooms, including * Districtwide repairs to

culinary arts, eSports, and more infrastructure

CRANFORD IS 7 OF ONLY 4 DISTRICTS IN THE STATE WITHOUT
A FINALIZED PLAN TO IMPLEMENT FULL-DAY KINDERGARTEN

S75M IN PROJECTS OF WHICH STATE PAYS S19.6M

Cranford Public Schools has strategically == 4 cost compsrison of the kindergarten classrooms additions
planned for its bond referendum by to the upgrades and renovations at all eight schools

proposing must-needed projects that
qualify for state aid to cover 26% of the

KINDERGARTEN
ADDITIONS

VOTE JANUARY 23

§75 million in project costs. Yad
UPGRADES &
If voters approve the bond referendum, RENOVATIONS

the owner of a home assessed at
Cranford Township's average of $185,824
would see an estimated impact of
approximately $34 per month in school
debt taxes,

PROJECT BREAKDOW

R L
am ]
amy _El EEw
- B T T
el v 2 B Ao

WANT TO LEARN MORE? EMAIL VOTE@CRANFORDSCHOOLS.ORG, =%
VISIT CRANFORDSCHOOLS.ORG/VOTE, OR SCAN HERE: 235
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2023 CEREAL KILLER
DOMINOES FUNDRAISER

The Cranford Knights of Columbus donated
boxes of cereal to Julie Carroll of Cranford
Family Care (CFC) to support the 2023 Cereal
Killer Dominoes Fundraiser sponsored by Caren
Demyen and Downtown Cranford and
benefitting CFC . The Cranford Council has a
close and long-standing relationship with Julie
and Cranford Family Care and will continue to
support this worthy organization today and in the
future.

The Cranford Council supports many worthy
charities and civic causes and is committed to
being a viable part of our community. For
information about joining the Cranford Council,
please contact our Grand Knight Kevin
Cumiskey at 973-390-9327 or visit our web site,
cranfordknights.org.

ESTATE SALES

Rahway Auction/Gilded Lillie
1433 Main St., Rahway, NJ
732-794-0930
732-669-7528
RahwayAuction@aol.com
#® On-Line Auctions
# Clean-outs

Over 40 Years Experience

KONANTIQUES

WE Buy ANTIQUES

FREE HOUSE CALLS
908-578-7593

WE BUY: Sterling Silver, Antique Jewelry, Costume Jewelry, Coins,
Art, Watches & Clocks, Porcelain, Modern Items (50’s, 60’s, 70’s),
Antique Toys, Asian Decorative Arts, Judaica, Lighting, Military Items

over20  Some Furniture, Hummel & Lladro Figurines
years of

Experience
Located

in Summit

REYNOLDS PLUMBING

(908) 276-5367
(201) 666-0003

Free on-site consultation at your home or business

info@konantiques.com

Cranford, NJ

www.reynolds-plumbing.net

Lou DiFabio Dan DiFabio
Lic. #4237 Lic. #11749

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

HOLD MARCH DATES
FOR URINETOWN

Cranford High School Performing Arts
Department proudly presents Urinetown (yes,
like urine — yes, that’s the title) on March 1, 2024
at 7:30 p.m., March 2 at 7:30 p.m., and March 3
at 2:00 p.m. Premiering on Broadway in 2001,
with music by Mark Hollman, book by Greg
Kotis, and lyrics by Hollman and Kotis,
Urinetown centers on a world where a 20-year
drought has limited the water supply so severely,
that citizens are forced to pay to use the bathroom
- or suffer the harsh consequences. We’ve said
too much already, we wouldn’t want to spoil the
show!

You better “Run, Freedom, Run” to buy your
tickets by visiting chs.booktix.com or emailing
Mrs. Elizabeth Adams -

adams@cranfordschools.org, starting February
4th. If you want to know “What is Urinetown?”
then we hope to see you at the performance!
Make sure you go to the bathroom before the
show... it is a “Privilege to Pee” after all...

CRANFORD HIGH SCHOOL
PRESENTS

MARCH 1&2 7:
MARCH 3 2

RATED PEE-GEE!

s THEACE

90

imurnvementurufeuls

8-543-8900

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm acehandymanservices.com

Saturday by Appointment

ACE
HANDYMAN

SERVICES -+

Our Craftsmen are Licensed, Bonded, Insured and Background Checked.

unioncountynj@acehandymanservices.com

940 South Ave W. STE D
Westfield, NJ 07090

Ace Handyman Services Union County NJ
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ATTENTION: ADULTS OVER 40 WHO WANT TO LOSE

WEIGHT, GET STRONG, AND FEEL YOUNGER IN 2024
HOW TO LOSE 10-20 LBS. IN 50 DAYS
(AND KEEP IT OFF FOREVER)

(Deadline to Enter is January 24, 2024)

Active Life Fitness Personal Training in Garwood will help you get into your hest

shape in years (and get you into those too-tight clothes)!
What’s this all about?

A 50-Day results-focused program designed to jumpstart your fitness and health so that you can
lose weight, get stronger, and feel younger PLUS maintain the “New You” for as long as you choose.

How do I know if it’s for me?

e You're over 40...but you feel 10 or 15 years older than you are

e You've had it with your clothes not fitting

e You've tried before to do it by yourself but to no avail

* You have something big coming up like a wedding, vacation, or reunion
and you don’t feel good about the way you look

* You've procrastinated long enough and you know things are only going to get worse
if you don’t take action now.

* You simply want to lose weight, get stronger, and feel younger

What do I get with this?
v Kick it Off: With a pep rally/nutrition seminar (Tuesday, 1/23 @ 7:15 p.m.)
v/ Expert Personal Training: Up to 21 small group personal training sessions
v Melt the Fat Away: With unlimited fat-melting cardio sessions
v Eat to Win: Easy to Follow, 50-Day Habit Based, Fat-Burning Food Plan
v/ Abs Are Made in the Kitchen: Simple and delicious recipe guide to make it easy to lose weight
v Your Personal Safety Net: Your very own accountability coach who won'’t let you slip up
v/ VIP Access: To the Private 50 Strong Facebook group
v Show Me the Money: A chance to win cool prizes
v The ALF Guarantee: 100% Results Guaranteed, or your money back.
We promise that you'll lose body fat, get stronger, and feel better... if not, we'll refund every penny.

See what others are saying about Active Life Fitness!

“THE PHYSICAL AND MENTAL
HEALTH BENEFITS ARE AMAZING!”

Maria: I joined last year for a six-week
challenge. I got more benefits from those six
weeks than going to a 'big' gym for six years!
The coaches are great and easy to talk to, and
they know much about fitness! I've met and
become good friends with other members.

I always look forward to working out
because they've made it challenging but fun.
The physical and mental health benefits

are amazing! Thank you, ALF!

“ALF HAS DONE MORE FOR MY OVERALL
HEALTH THAN | COULD HAVE IMAGINED!”

Teresa: [ started at Active Life Fitness in March 2022
after a battle with breast cancer, knowing I had to take
better care of myself ALF has been a blessing This comes
from someone who hasn't been in a gym in over 30 years
and hates After a few months, I found my balance was
better, I had more stamina, and, most importantly, I could
get through the day with clarity! I'm in a better mood and
don't suffer from I as much brain fog! ALF has done
more for my overall health than I could have imagined!

I highly recommend Active Life Fitness!

HERE’S HOW TO GET ALL THE DETAILS

STEP 1 STEP 2 STEP 3
Scan This QR Code Fill Out Your Info We’ll reach
El’;%_ Ei]'_ out and set

7 i

. up a FREE
£'~ ﬂ 'fEEJ et 1 tness Consultation.
:... _."‘F ..1"'3"1 L

()it
" " " ABOUT ACTIVE LIFE FITNESS: We are a personal training gym that
www.actlvel Ifeflt“eSSI net ) 908-389-8009 specializes ip adults over fLO who want to lose yveight,feel younger, and

age better without crazy diets or workouts designed for people half their age.

TETTING STARTED 5
SEAPLE AMD EASY
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SERVICE LEAGUE VOLUNTEERS WALK RUNWAY FOR CHARITY

Twenty volunteers from the Westfield Service
League (WSL) recently put on a fashion show
for the residents of Cranford Senior Housing.
All the clothing and accessories shown on the
models was then available for sale to the
residents.

“We started the Fashion Show as a
community outreach effort and now it is an
annual event that residents look forward to,”
said Michele Williams, founder and co-chair of
the show. “The goal has always been to provide
entertainment to the seniors while also giving
them an opportunity to shop for inexpensive
items in their own environment, since the
majority of them lack access to transportation."

Judy Goldman, vice president of the Cranford
Senior Housing Tenants Association, praised the
fashion show and the shopping experience: “It’s
wonderful. It gives the residents an opportunity
to buy really nice things at very reasonable
prices, and it’s very entertaining.”

CSH resident Don Connola, who attended the
fashion show for the first time, said, “I enjoyed
it.”

Tenants Association President Harriet
Pearlman said the residents look forward to the
event every year. “It brings everybody out and
gets them smiling,” she said.

Beyond the fashion show, an additional
twenty WSL volunteers set up a boutique on the
premises where items such as jewelry, toys,
scarves, handbags, hats and gloves, and holiday
décor were purchased. Almost all items were
$5.00 or less. Barbara Cantor and Patti Tata co-
chair this part of the event and work with the
volunteers to sell the merchandise.

“This event is wonderful on so many levels.
The seniors have fun, they can buy holiday gifts
for their families and something for themselves,
and we raise money for the non-profits that the
WSL supports,” said Barbara Cantor.

“This year, there was a special treat for the
seniors. Each senior attendee received a gift —
a Swarovski crystal bracelet — courtesy of
Martin Jewelers in Cranford,” said Patti Tata.

“A huge thank you to Martin Jewelers for the
gifts they provided to the residents,” said Cindy
Rabinowitz, Executive Director, Cranford
Senior Housing praised the WSL. “I am so
grateful to the Westfield Service League for
having their fashion show here for the fourth
year. It gives residents a joyous afternoon of
camaraderie and seeing beautiful fashion.”

The WSL Thrift & Consignment Shop is
located at 114 Elmer Street in Westfield. All
proceeds from the fashion show, the boutique,
and the shops are given out in grants to local
non-profits that the WSL supports. Last year, the
WSL donated $70,000 to 29 organizations.

The shop is open Tuesday through Friday,
9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturday from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m.

For more information about donations or
volunteering, call 908-233-2530 for the Thrift
Shop or 908-232-1223 for the Consignment
Shop. To learn more, visit
westfieldserviceleague.com.

Submitted by Ann Ormsby and Sylvia Martinez

(above) WSL member Donna
Risberg looks fetching in
black, white and red.

(above) WSL member Nancy
Lau shows off a gorgeous blue
coat and handbag.

(above) WSL member Myrna
Cummings strikes a pose
worthy of a silver screen star

at the Cranford Senior
Courtesy photos
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Windows, Doors
& So Much More!

Celebrate the Holidays with Plans
for a New Kitchen in 2024.
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We supply Contractors,
Architects and Homemyners
with the highest quality
building products,

See our wehsite for more details.

MARVIN We provide cabinetry for any room in yvour
home, bathroom, library, home office, living
Visit our showroom 1o see how roam or kitchen. Call for a free consultation
. . with ane of our design specialists.
Well Done Gets Done! It Nov Your Home Unsll It Has Your f}c:lfi'ff: e

361 W. Westfield Ave, Roselle Park, NJ

. 908-245-9500
SignatureKitchenAndBath.com

100 Faitoute Ave, Roselle Park, NJ
908-241-4338

WellDoneBuildingProducts.com
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GOLF OUTING CHECK PRESENTATION TO CRANFORD 86

I{;_....

L Five THOUSAND

John Doolan

During the Cranford VFW’s Annual Veteran’s
Day breakfast, the Cranford Knights of
Columbus presented a check in the amount of
$5,000 to Don Sweeney and the Cranford 86
Project (Cranford 86) from the proceeds of our
Annual Golf Outing which was another
tremendous success.

Cranford 86 is an organization that recognizes
and memorializes the 86 Cranford residents who
were killed in the line of duty defending our
country. The Cranford Council and the Knights
of Columbus as an international organization has
and always will support our veteran community,
and we have supported many veteran support
organizations for many years.

Over the years, we have developed a close
relationship with the Cranford VFW, and we
would like to thank Post Commander Mark
Schwartz, and brother Jim D’ Arcy and Post 335
for allowing us to make our presentation at their
breakfast this year.

Cranford Council supports many worthy
charities and civic causes and is committed to
being a viable part of our community. For

(above, I-r) Barry Mazza and Don Sweeney of Cranford 86, Past Grand Knight Jerry Conheeney,
Financial Secretary Rick Ferraioli, Past Grand Knight & Golf Outing Chair John Doolan,
Brothers Keith Santulli and Wally Shackell, and Stu Rosenthal of Cranford 86.

information about joining the Cranford Council,
please contact our Grand Knight Kevin
Cumiskey at 973-390-9327 or visit our web site,
cranfordknights.org.

Courtesy photo
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Home Improvements

REPAIRS & RENOVATIONS
Custom Cabinets / Built-Ins and Closets
Woodwork and Millwork of All Kinds
Windows & Doors Replacement
Gutter Replacement / Repair
Decks / Railings / Fences

[=x:i[=] 973-951-0606

HOUSE PAINTERS & CARPENTRY

FULLY INSURED - LIC: 13VH12858300 « 1980 Springfield Ave 9A, Maplewood NJ

Xhrishomeimprovements.com

1
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E

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

v’ Pressure Washing
v’ Power Sanding / Stripping Wood

v’ Caulking / Glazing / Skim Coating

v’ Deck Preparation, Sealing & Staining
v’ Spackling/Drywall / Plaster Repair
v Wallpaper Removal & Sizing
v Floor Refinishing / Installation
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CUSTOM MATTRESSES MADE TO ORDER!

Any Size ¢ Natural » Double Sided e Affordable Mattresses

w4 ORANGE MATTRESS

——CUSTOM BEDDING —-
#‘lﬁ A Family Business Since 1902.
i

mycustombedding.com

800-761-1100

Matresses e Adjustable Beds
Box Springs ¢ Mattress Toppers
Round Beds < Hybrid Mattresses

Pillows e Custom Sheets

W Call Today
! AL or Visit Our
Showroom
in Clark, NJ.
1049 Raritan Road

Will beat any competitor price for same or similar product.

The highest compliment I can receive
is a referral from a satisfied client.

COLDWELL BAMEER
REALTY

Cell 908-202-1702 * O: 908-233-5555

ElizabethBHomes.com
Efax 908-935-0960 ¢ elizabeth.bataille@gmail.com

209 Central Ave,Westfield, NJ 07090

® B2

Top 1%
Sales Associate
Nationwide

Elizabeth Bataille

Sales Associate

BEAUTY AESTHETICS

Full Service Aesthetic Procedures

> IV Hydration > Body Sculpting

>~ Filler > Microneedling

& PCDC > Hair Restoration

/> Botox > Laser Hair Removal
> Weight Loss  ¢é>» Tattoo Removal

Jennifer Couso & Priscilla Ramos
Board Certified Nurse Practioners

Call for a FREE Consultation
908-333-2966
19 Holly Street, Suite 13
Cranford, NJ 07016
jpbeautyaesthetics.com

Follow Us on Instagram and FaceBook

n @jpbeautyaesthetics

$100 OFF FIRST MONTH
OF WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM

HOLIDAY SPECIAL

Bring a friend and you BOTH get
$50 Dollars off ALL treatments

With this coupon. Can not be combined
with other offers. Expires 1/31/24.

COLLECTION DRIVE - JAN. 15

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service 2024

There will be a contactless “Drive Up and
Drop Off” event on Monday, January 15, from 3
- 5 p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church of
Cranford, located on the corner of Miln and
Springfield Aves.

The event is sponsored by the Cranford Clergy
Council and the Interfaith Human Relations
Committee.

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE REQUESTED:

* Wrapped/bagged sandwiches for St. Joseph’s
Soup Kitchen and Food for Friends of
Rahway

* Diapers and wipes for Raphael’s Life House
and NJ Diaper Bank Drive

* New socks, gloves, and hats for the Elizabeth
Coalition to House the Homeless

* Pantry items for Cranford Family Care

'GALLERIES
KEAN UNIVERSITY

. =l

» Women’s Sanitary Products

* [tems specifically for homeless Veterans from
NJVN and NJ VFW. Including:

* New T-shirts (assorted sizes S-4XL), dress
shirts/pants, boxer briefs & women’s
underwear, sweat tops/bottoms (all sizes but
needing more of 2XL - 4XL), socks, slippers,
and slides.

* Paperback books, wordsearch and adult
doodle books, color pencils, washable felt
markers, and board & card games.

* Body soap, lotion and powder, deodorant,
toothpaste and toothbrushes, shaving cream,
and razors.

* Individual snack bags: chips, muffins, granola
bars, and cookies, etc.

* Gift Cards, movie cards and game cards.

Now Showing!

GIANTS
DRAGONS
NICORNS

The Torld o if e ._}'.f Bic [ rearures

Oct. 14, 2023

- Feb. 25, 2024

Liberty Hall Academic Center Gallery | Kean University
1003 Morris Ave, Bldg. 2 | Union, New Jersey
Galleries.kean.edu | (08) 737-5301

Onganized by the American Museum of Natural History [amnh.orgl.
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DJ DREWSKI & FRIENDS CONCERT AT THE UCPAC

Dj Drewski a radio host on Hot 97 fm and
TV Personality hosted a Hip Hop concert that
concert goers will never forget for years to
come.

The Halloween themed concert was a huge
success that sold out the UCPAC in Rahway
NIJ. Majority of its attendees were High School
and college students who attend local schools
in the New Jersey area. One concert goer said
"Shout out to DJ Drewski because this has been
the best show I ever seen!"

The attendees got way more than they
bargained for when they got to witness some of
the hottest hip hop acts hit the stage.

The show featured hip hop stars such as Sleepy
Hallow, 41, Ron Suno & Dj Drewski (who is a
Elizabeth NJ native.)

"I was extremely happy with the turnout and
being able to use my platform to entertain and
inspire the youth" said Dj Drewski.

"It was a great opportunity to bring the local
youth to an incredible theatre like the UCPAC
and show them they do not have to go out of town
to see some of their favorite performing artists."

Solar, who is Dj Drewski's 2yr old daughter
also joined the stage with him to celebrate such
an incredible show. For Drewski, that was a full
circle moment because as a child himself DJ

Drewski's father hosted a Rock & Roll concert
at the same theatre years prior. Inspired by his
upbringing in Elizabeth NJ, Dj Drewski plans
to host more events and shows like this in the
near future and is glad he was able to give both
The City of Rahway and the surrounding
communities a taste of what is to come.

Thank You to the Union County Police
Department, Rahway Police Department and
UCPAC for making sure everyone was safe
and had a wonderful time.

To keep up with more of what Dj Drewski
is doing follow him on social media at
@SoDrewski

MY HANDYMAN & PAINTER

Property Maintenance & Handyman Services
e General Handyman Services

e Sheet Rock - Install & Repair
Painting ¢ Electric ¢ Plumbing
Garage Epoxy Floors
Bathroom & Kitchen Remodelling
Windows ¢ Siding ¢ Roofing
Quality Gutter Guards (From $14/ft installed)

732-331-9572

www.MyHandymanAndPainter.com

View our Google Reviews.

Google
9

*
T

No Job Too Small

Licensed & Insured
License #13VH11554200
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CRANFORD
CELEBRATES THE
FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS
- MENORAH LIGHTING

Cranford had its annual downtown menorah
lighting on Monday, December 11, 2024,
drawing one of the largest crowds ever.

The event was organized by the Union County
Torah Center Chabad and Cranford's Temple
Beth-El Mekor Chayim (TBEMC).

The first candle, or "shamash,” was lit by
Mayor Brian Andrews, and TBEMC Vice
President Andrew Feldman lit the remaining
candles.

The event took on particular significance this
year in light of the ongoing war in Israel.

Speakers included Chabad’s Rabbi Levi Block,
Mayor Andrews, and TBEMC's Rabbi Paul
Kerbel, who all spoke of the power of light
symbolized by the Hanukkah candles.

After the candles were lit, Hanukkah music
played, and Mayor Andrews joined Rabbi Block
in a traditional dance.

This was followed by a "gelt drop" with
children swarming to catch dreidel and gelt
chocolate coins dropped from a Cranford Fire
Department ladder truck with mini parachutes.
The crowd also celebrated with jelly donuts and
light-up menorah necklaces.

Courtesy photos

(above) A "gelt drop" with children swarming
to catch dreidel and gelt chocolate coins
dropped from a Cranford Fire Department
ladder truck with mini parachutes.

(above) Speakers included Chabad's Rabbi
Levi Block, Mayor Andrews, and TBEMC's
Rabbi Paul Kerbel, who all spoke of the power
of light symbolized by the Hanukkah candles.

ANNUAL INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE

Over 150 Cranford residents attended a
moving service of thanksgiving and gratitude,
during the annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
held at St. Michael's Church on Monday,

November 20, 2023. The service is sponsored by
the Cranford Clergy Association led by Rabbi
Paul Kerbel, and the Cranford Interfaith Council
led by Cindy Hannen.

Courtesy photo

SPIRITUAL? CURIOUS? SEEKING?

Do you consider yourself Spiritual? Are you
Curious about what people are talking about
when they speak of having faith or being
spiritual? Are you Seeking peace of mind, of
heart of soul?

Come and see for yourself. Come and explore
the Christian faith. Come and discuss with other
seekers what is on your mind, what you cannot
talk about except with other seekers. Come to an
Alpha gathering.

Alpha is for everybody that wants to discuss
seeking answers to life’s big questions. Why are
we here? Is this all there is to life? Where are we
going? How do I attain peace of mind, heart, and
soul? Whether you are young or old, have faith
or are atheist or agnostic, Alpha provides a safe
environment for exploring our big questions
about life.

We begin by sharing a meal together and
getting to know each other. We watch a video

together then break into small groups for
uninhibited discussion about what is on our
minds.

There is no cost to participate. The series runs
for 12 weeks on Monday nights beginning at 7:30
p.m. and ending at 9:00 p.m. It will begin
February 5th, 2024, and end May 6th, 2024.
Three of the sessions are live in person and the
remainder are on Zoom. You will need a desire
for frank discussion, a willingness to participate
and a commitment to attend. You will also need
a computer or smartphone capable of Zoom
sessions.

The live in person sessions will be held at

Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish,

1571 S. Martine Ave.,

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076.

If you have any questions,

please call (908) 889-2100.

To register go onto IHMParish.net/alpha.

P . " Meet new people &
explore faith together.

ilpha i a place 1o connect with cther pecple who are apen to exploring Be. faith, and
meaning. Each session indisdes 3 fime to connect with others |ofien over a Tree meal),

hear @ thort talk on an elemend of the Chrisban feth, and tren 3 chante or each perion
o thane Chelr cven GEsTIons with the group. We'd ove o BEar pour DD e

Alpha Winter/Spring 2024
Season begins LIVE
Monday February 5th
7:00 pm @

The Mazareth Center

[P oo by weekly makem honied on [oom

I v hirve guasagions Bbous Alsha, pledde comviact the Nagareth Center Office ot PIE-R3%-2 100 or wend an emall 1o oMfica il ihmaariih ret




A CHRISTMAS GIFT WORTH WAITING FOR

The members of First Presbyterian Church of
Cranford got an early Christmas gift this year - a
new Pastor! After a two-year period without a
permanent minister, the church is pleased to
announce its new Pastor/Head of Staff,
Reverend Jin Bae.

Ordained in the Presbyterian Church (USA)
in November 1996, Rev. Bae joins us most
recently from Bethany United Presbyterian
Church in Bloomfield, NJ. Rev. Bae holds a
Master of Theology (Th. M.) from Yonsei
University, Seoul, South Korea, a Master of
Divinity (M. Div.) from Fuller Theological
Seminary in Pasadena, CA, and a Bachelor of
Science in Electrical Engineering (BSEE) from
the University of Southern California, Los
Angeles. Rev. Bae has held a variety of senior
leadership positions throughout his career and
has led multiple global mission trips to the
Philippines, Peru, Mongolia, Kyrgyzstan, and
Mexico.

“Rev. Bae stood out from the more than 80
candidates’ resumes we reviewed,” said church
member and search committee co-chairperson
Laura Holcomb, “We couldn’t be more excited

for him to help us be the church we want to be
for the Cranford Community.” Search committee
member Fred Fitzgerald, a member of the
congregation for more than 25 years, agreed,
“Listening to Rev. Bae preach during the search
process blew me away. His sense of humor,
genuine love of people and deep faith make him
a wonderful choice for our next Pastor.”

December will be a month of celebrations and
we invite you to one or all of our Christmas
season events including on

January 1 at 10:00 a.m. - Come for a Service
of Lessons and Carols and start the new year
right. Extend the Christmas cheer and join us for
Christmas Carols interspersed with readings from
the bible.

ABOUT THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH OF CRANFORD - As the body of

Christ empowered by the Holy Spirit, the First
Presbyterian Church of Cranford (FPCC), 11
Springfield Ave., Cranford, seeks to live God’s
Word and inspire others to embrace Jesus’
commandment to love one another as the Lord
loves us. Learn more at firstprescranford.org/
Christmas.

CRANFORD FAMILY CARE THANKS CHS STUDENTS

Cranford Family Care would like to thank all
the Cranford High School students who made
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donations and helped in the food pantry over the

holiday season. Courtesy photos
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(above) First Presbyterian Church of Cranford
is pleased to announce its new Pastor/Head of

Staff, Reverend Jin Bae.
Courtesy photo

CELEBRATING OVER 95 YEARS
OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
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#SMS STRONG
Registrations for the 2024-2025
academic year are now heing accepted
¢ Faith-based environment

e Early Childhood Program
Pre K3 & Pre K4 (Full & Half Day)

e Full Day academically based
Kindergarten

® Primary, Elementary,
and Middle School curriculums

* Controlled class size
* Average 16:1 student-teacher ratio
® Chromebooks for grades 2-8

e Before and after care programs
are available daily on site

® Member of the National Catholic
Education Association (NCEA)

* Accredited by the Middle States
Association Commission
on Elementary Schools

OPEN HOUSE SCHEDULE
Thursday, January 25, 2024
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Sunday, January 28, 2024
11:30 pm - 2:00 pm
PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL
FOR MORE INFORMATION

PLEASE CALL
(908) 276-9425
100 Alden Street, Cranford, NJ
www.smscranford.com
E-Mail: saint.michael@verizon.net
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COME SING WITH US AT OUR OPEN HOUSE AT SHRINE OF ST JOSEPH

Hickory Tree chorus

Put some music in your life in 2024! Join the
Hickory Tree Chorus for an Open House at
Shrine of St Joseph, 1050 Long Hill Road,
Stirling, NJ, which will include a meet-and-greet,
movement warm-ups and, of course, some
wonderful singing. Dates are January 10 and 17,
2024, from 6:45 to 9:30 p.m. The chorus sings a

variety of music, including old-fashioned love
songs, Broadway, Disney, Beatles, and more in a
fun, supportive community. Come sing with us
and share the joy of music together! Stay for the
friendship and fun!

Hickory Tree is an award-winning women's
chorus singing four-part a cappella harmony in
the barbershop style. We are passionate about

music, performance, fun & friendship. We
believe every voice counts and encourage women
singers of all ages, colors, ethnicities, and

orientations to visit us and share our joy of music.
Please contact the Chorus for the Open House
by email at info@hickorytreechorus.org.
Find more information at
hickorytreechorus.org.

PAYLESS ROOFING

Roofing & Repairs * Metal Roofing
Window Replacements ¢ Vinyl Siding
Emergency Repairs
Many References 22 Years

Call 908-486-0866
or 973-906-8404

Lic # 13VH00418100

= ¢ Kenilworth
Y Dry Cleaners

Free pick-up and delivery services

e Wash n Fold e Dry Cleaning e Laundry
e Leather & Suede Cleaning ® UGG's & Sneaker
Restoration e Wedding Gown Preservation
e Meticulous Alterations and Custom Work.

Call 908-259-1960

Kenilworth-dry-cleaners.com

Your satisfaction is our priority.

RESTORING AND PRESERVING |

YOUR GARMENTS '

TO KEEP THEM FROM
THE LANDFILL!

Download the CleanCloud app and
select Kenilworth Dry Cleaners.

FREE ESTIMATES
AW Phases of
Electrical Work

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
ELECTRICAL REPAIR * CONTROL WIRING + CIRCUIT BREAKERS
ELECTRICAL PANELS  SMART HOME SERVICES * BOILERS
EV CHARGER INSTALLATION * SMOKE DETECTORS
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT - 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

ut e 201-600-3530 3 S

888400 & Insured
Short Circuit Specialisty

SLATE - TILE - ASPHALT SHINGLES
SLATE ROOF WASHING - GUTTER CLEANING

908-389-0200

FULLY INSURED i #13vHosso1300 FREE ESTIMATES

WE BUY ANYTHING OLD
¢ Old Toys

* Coins and Medals

e Watches & Clocks

¢ Judaica Collectibles

¢ Military Collectibles '
¢ Asian Decorative Arts >

¢ Old Writing Instruments

Antique Porcelain & Glass

¢ Art (Paintings, Sculptures, Old Prints)

1]
o

NJ ANTIQUE BUYERS}

WE BUY ANTIQUES, ART, E-
COLLECTIBLES, COINS, AND JEWELRY

¢ Jewelry (Vintage, Costume, Silver, and Gold)
¢ Sterling Silver, European Silver, Antique Silverplate

201-450-0206
info@njantiques.com
www.nhjantiques.com
3 East Pleasant Ave.

Maywood, NJ

We do house-calls anywhere within the tri-state area.




GRANFORD MONTHLY - Page 19 « January 2024

GIRL SCOUTS BEAUTIFY RIVERWALK WITH TILED PLANTERS

Submitted by Emily Serna

Cranford Girl Scout Troop 40079 created two
community tile planters to beautify the space at
the entrance to the riverwalk at South Avenue and
Centennial. They held a ribbon cutting with the
town on November 18th to celebrate the
installation of the planters and thank those who
supported their efforts.

Last year, Troop 40079, who are now 6th
graders, came up with the idea to improve the
entrance to the Riverwalk. Troop 40079 hosted
three community tile painting events with
Downtown Cranford and Fire Me Up Studio. The
girls particularly enjoyed explaining the project
to the adults and kids who painted tiles. In total,
the planters represent 200 individual works of art
by the Cranford community.

The girls designed one planter to communicate
their message about kindness to nature and our
environment. Eight troop members also worked
additional hours cleaning the river site,
researching and growing native plants, and
planning the installation, earning their Bronze

Award, the highest recognition a Girl Scout
Junior can achieve.

One of the reasons Troop 40079 chose this as
their project was because the river is important to
Cranford and its history. In addition, tiles are
significant to Cranford. Tiles were first
introduced to Cranford in 1929 with the original
tiled street signs that can still be seen today.

The girls are grateful for the town’s support
and enjoyed working with Commissioner
Kathleen Prunty, Downtown Cranford manager
Caren Demyen, and Fire Me Up owner Tammie
Ramos-Crispino. They also appreciate the
Cranford Fire Department volunteers who helped
cement the tiles.

Troop 40079 plans to continue taking care of
the entrance to the riverwalk so it becomes a
place for everyone to enjoy. The troop is led by
Emily Serna, Erin Reilly, and Mary Ellen
McCloud. Members include Plum Weber, Miriam
Serna, Rebecca Sample, Lily Rosenthal,
Samantha Reilly, Elise Reilly, Juliet McCloud,
Caroline McCloud, Layla Holan, Kayla

(above) Troop 40079 at finished project.

Courtesy photos
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Wishing Everyone Happy Holidays from Clark BBQ!

Chicken ¢ Ribs * Sausage * Steaks * Chops ¢ Seafood ¢ Deserts

1419 Raritan Road ¢ Clark, NJ 07066
732-396-4600 - www.clarkbbq.cm_n

@clarkbbq

EAT IN OR
TAKE OUT

Sunday Thru Thursday
11am-9pm

Friday & Saturday
11am-10pm

Order Party Trays Today
for All Events - Inside and Out

i

Fernandez, Kate Billows, Ellie Billows, Aislynn
Atieh.

The Girl Scouts of Cranford boasts over 1,139
Girl Scout Members in 71 troops and Juliettes
making it one of the largest non-profit

organizations in town. The Cranford Service Unit
is a part of the Girl Scouts Heart of New Jersey
(GSHNJ) Council which is part of the Girl Scouts
of the USA. If your family is interested in
learning more about local Girl Scouts or to find
out more information on the Girls Scouts of
Cranford, please visit cranfordgirlscouts.com.

(above) Ribbon Cutting ceremony.

Mr. J’s Deli

Custom Catering for Any SizZe
Home or Office Holiday Party!

e Sloppy Joe Platters e Hot & Cold Foods
e Wrap Platters e Salads » Wings
e Sub Platters ¢ Chicken Fingers
236 Foot Sub Sandwiches |8

Plan Ahead - Call Today """ i

908-272-0370 o
See our full menu online at:
mrjsdeliincranford.com
15 Walnut Ave. Cranford, NJ

JACOBSON

APPLIANCES
* Financing Available  FREE DELIVERY
* Special Discounts Open Mon. & Thurs. 10am - 7pm;

Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10am - 6pm,;
* 50% off Sales Tax Sat 10am- 5pm; Sun - closed

All Major Credit Cards Accepted = @
725 Rahway Ave - Elizabeth
908-354-8533 * 908-352-2232

www.jacobsonappliances.com

____________________________________________

. $25 OFF FOR CRANFORD
i RESIDENTS & BUSINESSES

One per customer. Can not be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase
of $399.00. must present this coupon at time of purchase. Offer Expires 1/31/24.

____________________________________________
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CRANFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY

224 Walnut Ave, Cranford, NJ 07016 ¢ (908) 709-7272 ® www.cranfordlibrary.org
Monday - Thursday: 10 AM - 9PM; Friday, Saturday: 10 AM - 5 PM; Sunday: closed

CHILDRENS’ EVENTS

ADULT EVENTS

Movie Night
Wednesday, January 3, at 7 p.m.

Join us the first Wednesday of the month for a
screening of a recently released DVD! Visit our
website or contact the library for film titles.
Puzzle Swap
Saturday, January 6, from 10 a.m. — 1 p.m.
Join us for our first ever all-ages Puzzle Swap!
We will be accepting donations at the
Circulation Desk of completed, gently-used
puzzles, starting December 18.
International Film
Monday, January 8, at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Join us for an International film screening. The
same film will be shown at 2pm and 7pm.
Please contact the library for the film title.
Adults Create
Tuesday, January 9, at 7 p.m.

Join us the 2nd Tuesday of every month for
crafts! Space is limited; please visit our website
or contact the library to register.

Trivia Night
Wednesday, January 10, at 7 p.m.

Join us for another fun evening of trivia on
Wednesday, January 10, at 7pm! Feel free to
bring your own snacks and (non-alcoholic)
drinks. Prizes awarded to the winning team.
Please register.

Friends of the Library Used Book Sale
Thursday, January 18 through
Saturday, January 20
Used Book Sale in the Cranford Public
Library’s Friendly Book Cellar from Thursday,
January 18, through Saturday, January 20, 2024.
Saturday is bag day. We provide the bags.
Browse through thousands of books at low
prices. Registration is required.
Attendees are invited to sign up for a one-hour
session, starting on the hour. PLEASE SIGN
UP FOR ONE SESSION ONLY;

Only cash and checks; no credit or debit cards.
Celtic Harp to Warm the Soul
Wednesday, January 24, at 7:30 p.m.
Odarka Polanskyj Stockert is a classically
trained yet experimentally inclined harpist and
poet who plays eclectic repertoire with Celtic
and Ukrainian/Eastern European overtones.
Elevated Voices: Robyn Gigl Author Talk
Saturday, January 27, at 2 p.m.
Robyn Gigl is the best-selling author of the Erin
McCabe Legal Thriller Series, which takes
place partly in Cranford.

Toddler Tuesday
Tuesday mornings in January and February
at 10:15 a.m.
Families with toddlers are invited to Toddler
Tuesday. No registration is required.
The Unbreakable Code
Thursday, January 11
from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.

Students in grades 3-5 are invited to The
Unbreakable Code by Jennifer Bertman and
write codes that help find some hidden books!
Registration is required.

Frozen Party
Monday, January 29 at 6:00 p.m.
Families with children of all ages are invited to
join us for a Frozen Party.Enjoy an hour of
Frozen-themed crafts and activities.
Josh’s Show and Tell: The Magic Candle
Tuesday, January 23 at 4:00 p.m.
Local author Tamara Shap will be sharing her
book Josh’s Show and Tell: The Magic Candle.
F children ages 4 and up.

Read to therapy dogs
Tuesday, January 23 and February 20
6:30-7:30 p.m
Dogs are a perfect, non-judgmental audience
for children learning to read independently!
Take a Brain Break!

Wednesday, January 24 from 4:00-5:00 p.m.
Get up and get moving at this fun and active
program.This program is for children in grades
3-6, registration is required.

Lego Storytime
Thursday, January 25th
from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.

Friends in Kindergarten and up are invited to
don their pajamas and relax as we share a story
and construct schools using Lego bricks!

Dot and Dash robots
Wednesday, January 31
from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.

Students in grades 3-4 are invited to get hands
on experience with Dot and Dash robots!
Valentine’s Day
Wednesday, February 7 at 6:00 p.m.
Families with children of all ages are invited to
join us for a Valentine’s Day themed session of
Family Art.

Library Scavenger Hunt
Join us for a Library Scavenger Hunt to
Celebrate Black History Month: Who Was/is
books will be hidden throughout the library!
Once you find a book, join everyone in the
Children's Department to share the book that
you found. Registration is required.
Decorate your own tote hag
Wednesday, February 14 at 5:30 p.m.
Tweens ages 9+ are invited to decorate their
own tote bag.

Explore Art Materials
Wednesday, February 21 at 6:00 p.m.
Artists in grades 2 and up are invited to explore
art materials. No registration is required.
Lego Creations
Thursday, February 22
from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.

Creators in Kindergarten and up are invited to
make Lego creations to display in the library!
Glitter Everywhere
Settle in and listen to Glitter Everywhere:
where it came from, where it’s found & where
it’s going by Chris Barton and Chaaya Prabhat.
After sharing the book, we’ll explore with
prisms and light. This storytime is best suited to
children ages 5-10, no registration is required.

b
Al’s Carpentry 3
Home Improvements S
Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Call: 908.451.2230 & =

We are agents for 26 major companies including
Progressive, Travelers, CNA, Hanover and NJ Skylands

VILLAGE INSURANCE AGENCY
95 Westfield Avenue ¢ Clark, NJ ¢ 732-396-4466

www. Village-Insurance.com

Call us for a FREE estimate
Auto * Home ¢ Business |GG TRELERTITENATE] TR

Save up to 40% by bundling
auto and home insurance.

To help you prepare for life’s challenges,
Village Insurance offers a wide range of
services and products for individuals,
families and businesses who are seeking
financial protection and peace of mind.

We do business the old fashioned way,
through personal relationships. 90% of our
business comes from satisfied clients’ referrals.

Aldo Tripicchio

Serving the Cranford community since 1979.

alscarpentry11@aol.com e B w 43600




SANTA DELIVERS THOUSANDS
OF EARLY SMILES ACROSS CRANFORD

Submitted by Andrew Feldman

Santa Claus came early to Cranford again this
year by way of the Cranford Jaycees’ Santa
Deliveries and Toy Drive. Over the course of two
nights, Santa made stops at almost 1,000 homes
to deliver a total of 2,339 presents, both records,
often escorted by flashing lights from a Cranford
Police or Fire Department vehicle and a team of
elves.

The visits were part of an annual toy collection
drive where parents donate a present for families
in need throughout the region. The parents can
then have a wrapped present delivered by Santa
to their home on a weekend night. The drive
netted almost 3,000 toys, filling two U-Haul
trucks, that were distributed to Cranford residents
and several local organizations: Cranford Family
Care, the New Jersey Community Development
Corporation in Paterson, and Union County
Social Services.

The program is a longtime Cranford tradition

that has nearly doubled in size in recent years.
More than 60 Jaycee members volunteer to
support the event, from organizing presents by
region and loading delivery cars to planning
traffic routes and suiting up as Santa Claus. Eight
teams, each with a Santa and elf helpers,
delivered the presents each night.

The Jaycees credit the Cranford Police & Fire
Departments and the Cranford Police Auxiliary
for their support with this year’s deliveries, as
well as Steve Robertazzi from the Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department for the use of
the Community Center as the staging location.

“Every year it’s a massive undertaking, but it’s
also our favorite event to see the joy when Santa
pulls up to the houses,” said Mike Bond, who co-
chairs the event for the Jaycees with Cameron
Andre. “We thank all the people who donated
toys so we can spread that joy across our
community and give more families a happy
holiday.”

(above) The Cranford Jaycees collected almost 3,000 Toys for Charity,
and delivered for than 2,300 presents.

Courtesy photo
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Cranford First Aid Squad

i Centenndal Avenne, Cranford, X1 07016
(OH) S14-HESH
Ouestbons? Emall: clascaplaini gmail.com

To apply, wisit our website;

Sevking individuals o assisl on 9717 calls and'or assis! with
administrative work (o swpport sguad apovation

NO EXPERIENCE DR CERTIFICATIONS NECESSARY

CHESS IN MILLBURN

CHESS ACADEMY
Individual and group lessons

* In-person and Online Lessons
* Regular classes at
27 Bleeker St., Millburn, NJ
* Rated Chess Tournaments
* Search us on YouTube: Chess Party

908-416-1695

Visit our website for details and placement test!

ChessinMillburn.com
chessinmillourn@gmail.com

“Family care for newborns through 100”

Vanguard

Medical
Group

Guiding You to Better Health.
House Calls, Open 6 Days, Evening hours
570 South Ave E, Bldg. G | Cranford, NJ 07016
Make your appointment today! 908.272.7990

Krause Dental Care
General Esthetic Dentistry

Excellence * Integrity * Personal Care

Kurt M. Krause D.M.D

908-272-3001

Saturday Hours Available
Free Onsite Parking
Handicap Accessible

118 North Avenue West,
Suite 101
Cranford, NJ 07016
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Marketing
Toolbox

Renna Media offers a full
range of marketing services,
in print and online, hyper-
local to regional, for every
budget and market size.

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS

We mail 160,000 newspapers
to every home and business in
24 towns.You can advertise
in any number of towns.
Ads start at $60.

FULL GOLOR PRINTING

We print flyers and menus,
full color, two sided,
on coated stock for only
$45 per thousand.

DIREGT MAIL

Insert your flyer into the
newspapers and get it mailed
to every home and business for
$60 per thousand and as low as
$30 per thousand for higher
quantities.

ONLINE MARKETING

Online ads and press releases
designed and placed to drive
traffic to your website and get
your phone ringing.

SOCIAL MEDIA

We can design and/or manage
your social media campaign
from passive to aggressive plans
customized to work within
your budget.

WEBSITE AND
SEO SERVICES

Start with an audit/analysis

of your website giving you a

report and recommendations
for $250.

It is highly recommended to
have a marketing plan and
budget before spending.

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A
FREE GONSULTATION.
908-447-1295

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY!

Tina Renna 908-418-5586 ¢ tinarenna@rennamedia.com
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 ¢+ joerenna@rennamedia.com
202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Online at RennaMedia.com
and NJLocalinfo.com

Gall today for FREE consult on
marketing and business plans.

Advertise
in 1 or all

24 towns
MEDIA
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IMAGINE, A CENTER FOR COPING WITH LOSS

As the staff at Imagine prepared to launch a
new program year in September, it quickly
became evident that the demand for Imagine’s
grief support groups had grown. Imagine began
its new program year offering three in-person
Nights of Support at their Mountainside location,
one Night of Support at their Newark location
and a virtual option. Though each Night of
Support (NOS) can accommodate up to 60
families, it became clear that a new night was
needed to support all of the new families that had
reached out to Imagine seeking support following
the death of someone close to them.

The first step in launching a new NOS is to
train new volunteers to facilitate each support
group. Imagine held a training session November
3-5th, training 10 new facilitators for the new
NOS that will meet on alternate Mondays
beginning in November. The ten new facilitators
were joined by new Imagine staff who
participated in the training as well.

In addition to the story sharing and support for
one another that’s part of Imagine’s training, the
group had an opportunity to gain knowledge and
skills regarding Alan Wolfelt’s Companioning
Model for grief support that’s practiced at
Imagine. Many of the participants in Imagine’s
training program find the training experience to
be meaningful and life changing. One participant

shared: “The training was truly amazing and
inspiring. I am so honored to have had the
opportunity to participate in it.” Another said:
“The Imagine Staff are amazing. I so appreciate
all the knowledge they shared and the
encouragement they gave to me and the other
participants.” The staff at Imagine are so pleased
to welcome this new group to their wonderful
team of volunteers!

Imagine has been providing free peer support
groups for children and families for over 10 years
and relies on both the generosity of volunteer
facilitators who donate their time, and the
generosity of donors who help fund Imagine’s
programs. This holiday season, if you’d like to
support Imagine’s mission of ensuring that no
one grieves alone, please consider making a
donation to support Imagine’s programs at
imaginenj.org.

Imagine is a 501¢3 nonprofit that offers free
year-round grief support groups for children ages
3-18 and young adults 19-30 who are coping with
a loss due to death. Concurrently, support groups
are available for the parents and guardians of the
children in the groups and offered in English and
Spanish. Imagine also offers grief and loss
education and training to the community. For
more information please contact Imagine at
908-264-3100 or info@imaginen;j.org.

(above, [-r) Imagine held a training session November 3-5th, training 10 new facilitators (pictured
above) Back row: Brian Stump, Sandra Toppin, Cynthia Goodman, Tinah Bouldin, Shari Levine,
Latoyya Schenck, Imagine s Chief Development Officer, Paul Muir, and Marianne Rubino. Front

row: Imagine’s Mountainside Program Associate, Kellie Saracino, Jen Schildge, Imagine s
Operations Consultant, Susan Pink, Rachel Heisch, Imagine s Training and Development

Operations Associate, Alexa Adubato and Pat Taeschler
Courtesy photo

Full Golor Flyers and Menus Printed and Mailed
to Every Home and Business in Town!

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295

email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

FLYERS - $45 PER THOUSAND

8.5"x 11"/ Full color / 2 sided / 60Ib gloss coated stock
Tri-fold add $10 per thousand. Minimum order $450
LARGE MENUS - PRINTING - $85 PER THOUSAND
For quantities more than 50,000 cost is $55 per thousand.
11"x17" / Full color /2 sided / 601b gloss coated stock. Min. order $850 W
Includes folding (quarter fold or tri-fold, with or without coupons tab)
INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS
$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.)
Minimum order $400
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“ALL PIPES|

Plumbing
Heating and
r Conditioning

Master Plumber Lic. #12951

Located in
anford, NJ

Bonded &
Insured

908-499-9092

Wille SAM’S 2l
LANDSCAPING

& WEEKLY LAWN SERVICE
@ PROPERTY CLEANUP

& PLANTING

# MULCH
AN COMPLETE

prywwdl PROPERTY

& TOPSOIL CARE
» TRIMMING

SAMSLANDSCAPING.COM
908-441-1302

DOUBLE D

CONSTRUUCTIOON

(732) 981-0800

WAAWW. DOUBLEDCOMNSTRUCTIONM.).COM

Proudly serving Middlesex. Somersel, Union,
Morris & surrounding counties tor over 30 years!
Call now lor your free, no obligation estimate!

SIS00FF ANy Job Ol - Sime . Decks
$50000rMore . Guiers -  Interior
- Windows - And Mare
ﬂi;mnumu
FACEBOOK.COM/DoubleDConstructionh!
o] certaintqgc! 0 0 ‘
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Marano & Sons Auto Sales:
Not only do we sell l1ate model pre-owned vehicles,
but we will buy your car!
Any car no matter how old. We will buyout your lease,

payoff your loan, pick it up at your house.

MARANO & SONS

Keeping your car?

Did you know you can purchase an
extended warranty for your vehicle?

- coverage up to 120,000 miles - even if
you did not buy it from Marano & Sons.

Visit our website to value your car

MaranoSonsAuto.com

| ocaﬁ“"s 507-13 South Avenue 908-789-1551

W woods N 150 South Avenue 908-789-0555
In Ga Fax 908-789-1792

LOOKING FOR A CAR, TRUCK OR SUV?

Visit our lots or shop at home. Search over 135 vehicles
by Make / Model/ Year/ Color / Body type / Engine specs / etc.

Like us on
i Facebook!!! Credit problems? Call us to get you approved!




