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The joy of the holiday season was on full display on
Saturday, December 2nd, when mild temperatures brought
out thousands of people from Berkeley Heights and
surrounding towns to gather downtown for the Eighth
Annual Winter Walk.

Children of all ages strolled Springfield Avenue to enjoy
a winter wonderland, and a steady stream of entertainment
including cast characters, a DJ, and performances,
inflatables, a train ride, and more!

Berkeley Heights businesses and organizations were on
hand to provide free food and holiday experiences, such as
holiday photo shoots, spin-to-win contests, and an array of
giveaways and samples.

The event culminated with the Berkeley Heights
Recreation Department's annual tree lighting and firework
show.

The Winter Walk is free to all comers due to the
generosity of the Berkeley Heights business community,
which uses this occasion to give back to those people who
support their businesses all year long. To see the complete
list of sponsors, go to berkeleyheightsdowntown.com.
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8TH ANNUAL WINTER WALK STEPS OFF THE HOLIDAY SEASON

Photos from this and other events can be found online at rennamedia.com and on
Berkeley Heights Community News page on facebook.com Feel free to “Like,” “Tag,” and “Share.”
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Berkeley Heights SOUP KITCHEN MINISTRY’S
¢OoNMMUNITYINENRW DEDICATED WORK RECOGNIZED

Renna Media LLC, Publishers
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016

Berkeley Heights News is published by Renna Media. 4,700

The Soup Kitchen Ministry at the Church of They were recognized for serving for 225
the Little Flower in Berkeley Heights was Saturdays, dating back to 1986 when this parish

newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every business | nonored by St. Joseph’s Social Service Center, ministry began. The ministry cooks, serves and
and resident in Berkeley Heights, NJ. Although great care has [ ]ocated in Elizabeth, at their annual fundraising cleans up meals every other month on the 2nd
dinner held in October. Saturday.

been taken to ensure the information contained within is
accurate, Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or
omissions.

©2023 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced
without written consent from Renna Media LLC.

SEND US YOUR NEWS
Do you have a community service that you
need help publicizing? Did you or someone
you know accomplish something amazing?
We are interested in hearing about your latest
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com

ADVERTISING
Joe Renna: 908-447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com

[=] 33 3% =]
o

Find us on online: rennamedia.com
facebook.com/ Berkeley Heights News (above) Some members of Soup Kitchen Ministry at The Church of the Little Flower,
along with Rev. Matthew Dooley, Parochial Vicar.

Courtesy photo

NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED TOP RATED
SKILLED NURSING CARE

in Union County

Hospitality Focused Rehab Experience

with 24 Hour Guest Services Line 4 (Zf@/m (7‘75&:5%

Physiatrist Driven Customized Rehab : I
e PRk ks Gt B D G MY Renovations now Complete!

@ onsite Physician and Specialty e
Consultations by Leading Area Physicians i

.' Seamless Transition to home provided by our
Care Navigation™ Specialist.

. Urgent SNF™ Direct from ER Stabilizotion Program

REHABILITATION & HEALTHCARE CEMNTER E E
144 Gales Drive, New Providence, NJ 07974 - [S08)464.8600

SpringGroveRehab.com D Eﬂrﬂ-ﬁ
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Monthly Sales 41 &« Glasce

Scan this GR Code to find

10 104% $744.558 24 out what your house is

worth in less than

HOMES SALE TO LIST AVERAGE AVERAGE DAYS 30 ceconds or visit:
SOLD PRICE RATIO SOLD PRICE ON MARKET

MyHomeValueN.J.com

IT'S A SELLER'S MARKET!

. For more information about the Berkeley Heights
BEI‘kElE}T HElghtS Recent Sales market, contact us at 973.953.7777 or 973.615.6504.
ADDRESS BEDS BATHS GARAGE  LIST PRICE SALE PRICE  DAYS ON MARKET
14 Brambiing Rd i 41 3 $1,457.18 $1,435,578 43
88 Sutton Dr 5 30 2 $899,000 $920,000 7
105 Sutton Dr 4 1 3 $799,000 $800,000 "
107 Ogidand St 3 20 2 $779.000 $815,000 20
36 Harweod Ave 3 20 i £430,000 '$710,000 5

Happy New Yesr

As we near the close of another year, we want to thank our clients and supporters who make our
job so fulfilling. Your trust in our team when buying and selling a home is everything.

Wishing you a beautiful holiday season and a new year brimming with love, prosperity, and the
comforts of home. We look forward to serving you in 2024,

Rahul + Smitha Ramchandani
Laura DiCataldo, Marta Kowal, Charlene Milano
Hrobar Aseociaie. Soles Associotes

D m: 973.615.6504, 973953.77717
o: F0B.515.4790

Team@SRRealEstateGroup.com
SRRealEstateGroup.com

47 Maple street, Summit, NJ 07901
25 Green Village Road, Madison, NJ 07940
Benitn SALE, dteed oo aod 11UBREE- 1 280000 N pigd o turienlly i wili ol Riaiflo!

e 5. ot ik s 3 et of T s kel hesmead kel bt not guisaniond £ach ofios noe-
paranity peand and opesad. Eunl housng EponUnly. Some homes iy b sokd and lsio by ofher brokers
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5TH ANNUAL IN-HOUSE ROBOTICS COMPETITION

Berkeley Heights Public Schools

Columbia Middle School recently held its 5th
annual in-house robotics competition to
determine the teams that would go on to represent
the middle school at the regional qualifier event
in mid-November. Five teams from CMS
competed: The Tech Team, The Motor-Vators,
The I Don’t Knows, The Cyber Tigers and the
Odd Ones Out. Chatham Middle School and

as possible during the 2:30 rounds. Students from
the GL Robotics team were also in attendance to
act as judges and referees. Coach Michael
Maresca of the GL team took time to speak with
the middle school students about the high school
program and encouraged them to continue to
participate in robotics in the future.

Earlier in the school year former CMS Science
Teacher Tommy Clayton coordinated an event

between the 5th graders and the GL team. In his
new role as K-5 STEAM teacher he is very
excited to help build a robotics program that
extends over all the BHPS schools. CMS
Coaches Tommy Clayton and Christina Froehlich
were proud to see the Motor-Vators, The Cyber
Tigers and The Odd Ones Out move on to
represent the middle school in the regional
qualifier.

Deertield Middle School also joined the event in
order to learn from one another and practice in a
competitive setting prior to regionals.

Each team had to present a project to a panel
of judges in which they identified a problem and
designed a solution related to this year’s theme,
“using the arts and technology to communicate
your passions to a wide audience”. Teams also
faced off during 3 rounds of robotics games in
which they had to code their robot to
autonomously navigate as many board challenges

Julia DeMilio

908-370-3700

juliademilio@gmail.com

Experience with dogs and cats

of all ages, breeds, and special needs,
as well as all types of

- medication administration

ALL BREEDS, ALL NEEDS

(above) 5th annual in-house\ robotics competition
Photo by Berkeley Heights Public Schools

Annual F g Annual
| Percentage -" Percentage
" Yield = Yield

on the first $10,000’ on balances from $100,000 - $1,000,000 1

Rates current as of December 15, 2023, Rates are subject to change without notice. Fees could reduce earnings on the account. 1) Uttra Checking is a blended rate tiered account with
dividends paid on portions of your balance falling within designated tiers: $0.00 - 51,000,00; 420% Annual Percentage Yeeld (AFYE 57,000,001 - 55000.00: 4.20% APY; 55,000.01 -
S0,000000; &.20% AFY: 570,000,071 - 515,000.00: &20% - 2,78% APY: 515,000,010 - 535,000,000 2.76% - 1LATH AFY: 525,000,001 - 550,000.00: L6 - 0,56% APY; 550,000,001 and above: 0LBAY, -
0.02% APY, 51,000 minimum balance to open, There is a 51,000 minimum daily balance requirement to aveid a 515 monthly maintenance fee. The monthly maintenance fee can also be
avoided based on a direct deposit of 5750 or greater into the Wira Checking account during the statement oycle. Limit of one Ultra Checking account per tax identification number,

2) Uitra Savings is & blended rate tiered account with dividends paid on portions of your balance falling within designated tiers: 50,00 - $100,000,00: 5.25% APY; 5100,000001 - 250,004, 00:
S25% APY; S250,00:0.01 - $50:0,000.00; 5.35% APY; S500,000.01 - 51,000,000,0:0; 5,25% APY; 51,000,000,01 - 33,000,000,00: 5.25% - 2,60% APY; 52,000,000.01 - 55,000,000,00; 360% - 1.04%
AP 55 000,000.01 and aboee: 1.04% - 0.57% APY, 5100,000 minimuem balance to open. There 15 4 £100,000 mmimum daily balance requirement to avoid a 5900 monthly mantenance fee
Limit of one Ultra Savings account per tax identification number.

: Get started at TheAtlanticFCU.com, call us
“The Atlcntlc at 908-245-1750 or visit us at our

Federal Credit Union branches in Union and West Orange.

Federally Insured by NCUA. Equal Housing Lender.
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SUMMIT DENTIST

—y %{?{E&;ﬁ?ﬂﬂ lhe %Zﬂw%/ﬂﬁ% il

137 Summit Ave., 1st FI, Summit, NJ

Trusted, Comfortable & Caring Dentistry .
-

Call Us Today

o Dr. Mindy Ok earned her Doctor
to RequeSt an App01ntment! of Dental Medicine degree from

the University of Pennsylvania
908'2 7 3'3 8 7 3 School of Dental Medicine, one of
the top dental schools in the
country. Dr. Ok strives to provide

www.summitdentist.com every patient with a thorough and

relaxing visit.

No Dental Insurance? We’ve Got an In-House Plan to Help!

OUR SERVICES Call today and ask about

e PREVENTIVE CARE our VIP Botox/Derma Filler

® RESTORATIVE CARE Program.

® EAT, CHEW & SMILE NATURALLY $0 Adult Brighter, Whiter Cleaning
WITH DENTAL IMPLANTS 30 Adult Exam

$0 Child cleaning and Exam

$0 Second Opinion Evaluation

® COSMETIC DENTISTRY
® MERCURY-FREE DENTISTRY
HOURS: Mon: 9 am -6 pm

® INVISALIGN® CLEAR ORTHODONTICS Tue: 10 am - 7 pm
Wed: 7 am -6 pm

() ®
JUVEDERM Thu: 8 am -7 pm
e BOTOX® Fri: 9 am -3 pm
Sat: 8 am -1 pm
NO DENTAL INSURANCE? WE WILL MAXIMIZE
NO PROBLEM. YOUR INSURANCE!
Join our in-house dental plan for a reasonable If you have insurance where a co-pay is not required, your exam,
1 bershio f N 1 . Y x rays & cleaning will be at no cost to you. Cash, Check or
yearly meémbpbership I€€. INO annual maximum. Credit Cards only, or your insurance may cover. If your insurance
Call to find out the details. requires a co-pay, you must pay a small out of pocket cost.
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LOOK BACK FROM THE FUTURE

Ronald Weinger, HSofBH

Have you ever wondered what the house your
parents grew up in looked like? What about the
house where your grandparents lived? Was it a
private house, an apartment in a city housing
project, or an apartment above a store. Did they
own or rent? Did they have a yard to play in or
have a playground? Maybe there was an empty
lot next door, or they played in the street. Was the
building new or already old when they lived in it.
Have you ever wondered? Do you think your
children would wonder when they grow up, and
would their children wonder?

The Historical Society of Berkeley Heights is
starting off 2024 with a Look Back From The
Future campaign to photograph every building in
the Township as it looks today so your children
and grandchildren, and people who will live in
the town a century from now, will be able to see
Berkeley Heights as you see it.

IS YOUR HOME
100 YEARS OR OLDER?

The Berkeley Heights Historic Preservation
Committee Vintage Home Project is looking for
homes around Berkeley Heights that are one
hundred years or older and maintain at least part
of its architectural integrity. Taken into account
is the historical significance of the house, the
surrounding property, location, outbuildings or
cultural aspects. If qualified, the homeowner will
be presented with an engraved sign with the year
built and their address. Please note: This is not
part of the National Historical Registry and will
not be subject to any type of regulation.

Applications can be obtained and submitted to
the Berkeley Heights Historic Preservation
Committee via email to hpcofbh@gmail.com or
mail to:

Berkeley Heights Township - Administration

29 Park Ave

Berkeley Heights NJ 07922;

Attn: BH Historic Preservation Committee

Our Vintage Home
BERKELEY HEIGHTS History

P e . 1

L
11 Horseshoe Rd.

History does not stand still. Very little of
Springfield Avenue looks today as it did at the
turn of the century, only one generation ago. How
many remember what the Kings Supermarket, the
Berkeley Cinema and the Berkeley Plaza looked
like? Or the Pizza Hut where the CVS now
stands? How many remember the Auberge Swiss
Restaurant? History starts anew every second,
and if it is not recorded it is lost, one second at a
time.

The Look Back From The Future campaign is
intended to record Berkeley Heights of today,
before too many seconds go by. All that is
requested is just one house photograph from each
household. It can be a stark B&W documentary
or colorful holiday decorated picture of your
house. How would you want your grandchildren
to see it? Of course, additional town photographs
would be appreciated, but, if we received just one
of each home by the end of the year, we would

have the most thoroughly documented collection
in Union County. We already have 200
photographs; only about 13,000 more are needed.

The Society is not requesting any personal
information, only the house street and number.
Submitters do not even need to identify
themselves. No information will be sold or
distributed or used for commercial purposes. The
photographs will be indexed numerically by
street and digitally stored in the Society's archive.
No other information will be maintained. All
photographs will become the property of the
Historical Society of Berkeley Heights. No
compensation, either monetary or in any other
form is offered. Photographs should be sent as a
Jpg attachment to HSofBH@comcast.net.

The Historical Society of Berkeley Heights is
a non-profit 501c-3 corporation. It is not affiliated
with the Berkeley Heights Historic Preservation
Committee, a Township government agency.

'S THEA\CE

IIIII]II]\'EII'IEIII projects

908-543-8900

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm acehandymanservices.com
Saturday by Appointment  ynjoncountynj@acehandymanservices.com

940 South Ave W. STE D
ACE

Westield, NJ 07090
HANDYMAN

SERVICES-»

Needleman

Roofing

SLATE - TILE - ASPHALT SHINGLES
SLATE ROOF WASHING

908-389-0200

FULLY INSURED i #13vHosso1300 FREE ESTIMATES

Ace Handyman Services Union County NJ
Our Craftsmen are Licensed, Bonded, Insured and Background Checked.
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THINKING ABOUT RELOCATING?
ATTEND OUR EXCLUSIVE REAL ESTATE EVENT.

A\

|d®ol LIVII\IG

REAL ESTATE SHOW

'._'

The Nation’s Largest
Real Estate Exhibition

Discover the best places to live.
View top lifestyle communities at one convenient location.

Florida, Tennessee, North Carolina, South Carolina, Delaware, Georgia
Mew this year: Portugal and Greece

JANUARY 13-14

HILTON PARSIPPANY
One Hilton Court, Parsippany, NJ
Sat: 10am- 4pm&5un llam-3pm

-——

EXHIBITS, SEMINARS, DISCOVERY TRAVEL AND MORE!
AT THE SHOW, YOU CAN...

» View community exhibits, talk personally with area repre- « Explore lifestyle communities: active adult,
sentatives & home builders. golf, gated, 55+, coastal, waterfront, boating & more.
= Compare many of the best places to relocate, or retire, Attend Updated Presentations:
all at one convenient location near you. o Hew 16 Choose Wolit dedl Place
» Discover top destinations that afford a high quality of life, * The Martini Theory with Doug Terhune
yet very low taxes. « Selling Your Home in Today’s Market

« Live Your International Lifestyle

Come Find Your Ideal Place to

Live at the Show! mje,gl L|V|NG The Nation'’s Largest
REAL ESTATE stow | Real Estate Exhibition

January 13-14,2024

HILTON FARSIFP#N"I’
One Hilton Court, Parsippany, NJ
Saturday, 10am-4pm & Sunday, 11am-3pm

AVAILABLE ONLY
ATTHE SHOW

RE'Jchrr Express Check-in & Complimentary Relocation Gulde =
ideal-living.com/R

RM

RSVP For Express Check-in, Exhibit Floorplan & Complimentary Relocation Guide

Questions:

ideal-living.com/RM 800-736-0321
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MOUNTAIN PARK
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
DANCE CLUB

Berkeley Heights Public Schools

The Mountain Park Dance Club recently held
their first meeting of the year and attracted a lot
of interest from students. The club meets every
“D” day (D for dance!) at 7:50 a.m. in the MP
gym. Led by staff advisor and Fourth Grade
Teacher Ms. Michele Guerriero, the Dance Club
is open to all third, fourth and fifth grade
students. The group worked hard to learn a
routine in preparation for their first performance
held in November at the Berkeley Heights
Education Foundation's faculty and community
stars basketball game fundraising event.

According to Ms. Guerriero, "I am so excited
to be leading the Dance Club at Mountain Park.
We are working on our routine for the BHEF
basketball event right now, but I hope to have two
routines taught by the end of the year so we can
put on a performance in front of Mountain Park
classmates and staff. This is the largest group I
ever had sign up for the club with 60 students
participating! As I like to say, life is better when
you’re dancing!"

Photo by Berkeley Heights Public Schools
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Q) .Happy Bee
O Homes [

éVIBHA MEHTA

Buying or Selling Your Home?

BAMKER
COLOMWELL

c: 908-295-0831

oiie 908-754-7511 |47
vibhahomes@gmail.com {# =
HappyBeeHomes.com '& ¥

7 Mt Bethel Road ¢ Warren, NJ 07059

STUDENTS PARTICIPATE
IN THANKSGIVING TRADITION

Berkeley Heights Public Schools

Students at William Woodruff School enjoyed
an annual tradition in advance of the
Thanksgiving holiday.

The second grade "Woodruft’s Thanksgiving
Day Parade" was started at Woodruff in
November of 2019. The activity begins with a
read aloud of the book, 'Balloons Over
Broadway: The True Story of The Puppeteer of
Macy's Parade'. The students learn about Tony
Sarg and the history and evolution of his role in
designing puppets - then balloons - in the very
first Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade.

Students then take a virtual tour of the
workshop where the Macy's Parade balloons,
floats, and balloonicles are created and

assembled. They then explore the balloon line-up
for the current year’s Macy’s parade.

Then the real fun begins! Students design their
own double-sided “balloon”. “Balloons” are
made from paper and are then stuffed with
crumbled up newspaper so that they appear to be
inflated.

On the Wednesday before Thanksgiving the
kindergarten and first grade classes line the sides
of the hallways and the second graders parade
past them; proudly displaying their balloons
above their heads. The parade spectators cheer
and clap while marching band music plays over
the school loudspeaker. The activity continues to
be a favorite amongst the second-grade students!

Photos by Berkeley Heights Public Schools

P

(above) Students designed their own double-sided “balloon’ made from paper, and then stuffed
with crumbled up newspaper so that they appear to be inflated.

17 FAITH ST

farnfaith. ooy - POEPAA-5 17T « The Rev, Jane MeCready, Pasior

Sunday Mornings
Services with Ewcharist at 3:00 and 10:06) a,m,
Sunday School, Youth & Adult Forums at 8:43 a.m

Midweek Advent Services with Euchuarist
December 6, 13 and 20 at 12 noon
Chrgan Recitals After Services on December 6 and 20
Christmas Eve
Sunday, December 24
Family Service with Eucharist at 4:00 pom.

Candlelight Eucharist with Special Music at 7:00 pm
Christmas Day
Monday, December 25
Mativity of Dur Lord Evcharist at 10:00 a.m.

Service of Lessons, Carols and Eucharist
Sunday, December 31 at 10200 .m

Livestream available
Visit our website at www.famfaith.org
Facebook at Faith Lutheran, New Providence
YouTube at FLOWIAY

W priciece an apen Coammpmon abde « All are welcomea!

New Providence
Presbyterian Church

“(Trictnas” Coe

SERVICES

4:00 PM - Children’s Service
8:00 PM - Traditional Service
10:00 PM - Contemporary Service

Hew Providence Presbyterian Church
1307 Springfield Avenue, New Providence, NJ 07974
www, TheCorneril.com
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WhartonCommunity

About
Nothing

January 12,13, 19 & 20, 2024 at 8:00 p.m.
January 14 & 21, 2024 ot 2:00 p.m.

Wharton Black Box Theater
60 Locust Avenue, Berkeley Heights
$25/Adults, $20/Students & Seniors

Wharton Community Players kick off their second season with
the classical farce, Much Ado About Nothing. Join us fo see
who ends up with whom!

Written by William Shakespeare
Directed by Jenna Burke

Tickets available at WhartonArts.org

Wharton ARTS

Halan H. Cha-Pya, Artishic Direcior
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WhartonARTS

Helen H. Cha-Pyo, Artistic Director

Bretler ogetier!

ﬁ;““f 2023
” 2024

SEASON

Performing Arts School
Much Ado About Nothing
January 12-21

New Jersey Youth Chorus =
Winter Concert + January 21 :

Paterson Music Project
Winter Concert +« February 3

New Jersey Youth Symphony
Black History Month
Celebration Concert « February 25

visit WhartonArts.org

for tickets and more information
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New Jersey Youth Chorus

e AUDITIC

JCInUC'ry 2024 Audition

New Providence, NJ Application

Closes

The New Jersey Youth Chorus is an January 31

auditioned choral program for
students in grades 3-12.

Previous Performances include:
White House + Carnegie Hall + SuperBowl
The Today Show -+ NJPAC - Kennedy Center

Tours to:
England & Wales « Austria « ltaly
Germany * Hungary * Ireland + Hawaii * Disney

Rt Sion up for an New Jersey Youth Chorus
i pott Audition online Wﬁ AONARTS

~.nl'b : at NJYC. org Helen H. Cha-Pyo, Artistic Director
—
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WNartonARTS

Helen H. Cha-Pyo, Artistic Director

June 24 - August 23 . 2024

New Jersey Youth Chorus
Choir Camp

New Jersey Youth Symphony
Orchestral Camp
Chamber Music Camp
NEW! Double Reed Camp

Performing Arts School
Drama Kids
Music Around the World
NEW! Piano Explorers
NEW!Violin Explorers
Theater Explorers
NEW! Explorations in Voice & Art
Shakespeare in the Parking Lot
Summer Musical Theater Company
Triple Threat Musical Theater Intensive
NEW! Lunch Bunch

Early Drop Off & After Care Available* Registration

enroll ot WhartonArts.org Deidli'T?
Call (?08) 790-0700 for information pri

*excluding NJYS Camps ‘
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UPCOMING EVENTS
& PROGRAMS

Berkeley Heights Recreation

Winter Recreation Programs
Berkeley Heights Recreation’s Winter Programs

17TH ANNUAL
INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVIGE

The New Providence - Berkeley Heights Service is a community tradition held the
Interfaith Council hosted their 17th annual Monday before Thanksgiving bringing together
Thanksgiving Service at Faith Lutheran Church different faiths and community in prayer and in

in New Providence. The Interfaith Thanksgiving thanks.

will run through Saturday, March 2.
Programs have started! Registration is still open

— Register today!

FREE Senior Citizens New Year Luncheon
Friday, January 5, 11:30 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.
29 Park Avenue, Berkeley Heights,
Lower Level, Multipurpose Room
Sponsored by the Berkeley Heights Recreation
Commission and their Wonderful Volunteers!
Berkeley Heights Recreation’s
FREE Senior Citizens Programs
The Berkeley Heights Recreation offers many
FREE programs for our wonderful seniors!
These include: Bingo, Mahjong, Chair Stretch,
Exercise, Acrylics, and Free Luncheons!
Pickleball Open Play
Monday: 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM /
Wednesday: 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM /
Saturday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM /
Sunday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Looking to play some Pickleball in a fun and
competitive environment? Join your fellow
community members at Pickleball Open Play in
Berkeley Heights (Tom Barton Courts: 411
Plainfield Ave, Berkeley Heights)!

For a complete list of programs

and to register visit:
berkeleyheights.gov/1512/Program-

Home Improvements

REPAIRS & RENOVATIONS

Custom Cabinets / Built-Ins and Closets
Woodwork and Millwork of All Kinds
Windows & Doors Replacement
Gutter Replacement / Repair
Decks / Railings / Fences

= 973-951-0606

HOUSE PAINTERS & CARPENTRY

ﬂ FULLY INSURED - LIC: 13VH12858300 * 1980 Springfield Ave 9A, Maplewood NJ

Xhrishomeimprovements.com

Sninea
[l

i

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

v’ Pressure Washing
v Power Sanding / Stripping Wood

v’ Caulking / Glazing / Skim Coating

v’ Deck Preparation, Sealing & Staining
v’ Spackling/Drywall / Plaster Repair
v Wallpaper Removal & Sizing
v’ Floor Refinishing / Installation
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JOSEPH LOPRESTI WINS ITALIAN HERITAGE AWARD

ANBAIAL TTALEAR HRET ddel
VDG CORTEST

FERc i ack 4™ Sraia
A i T

Jogeph LoPresti

(above) Joseph LoPresti won first place in the
Sth-6th grade category in the 2023 Fall Italian
Heritage Video Contest in celebration of Italian

Heritage month through the Coccia
Foundation.

Photo by Berkeley Heights Public Schools

JANET LEICHT, DPM

Podiatrist specializing in foot and ankle, bunions, *
hammertoes, diabetic foot care, heel pain, '
neuromas, surgery, orthotics and sports medicine.

Mon: 1:00 PM - 6:00 PM  Thu: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Tue: 9:00 AM - 7:00 PM Fri: Surgery Day
Wed: 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM  Sat: 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM

908-381-8160
janetleichtdpm.com

369 Springfield Avenue
Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922

LEG PAIN

You Don’t Have To Live With It!

That “searing, burning pain” in your thigh and
calf... that “aching, numbing” feeling in your hip and
buttocks... that “tingling” in your foot and toes and loss
of balance... It interferes with your ability to walk, to
ride a bicycle, play golf, garden... to have FUN IN LIFE!

Leg pain, thigh ache and numbness, and tingling in
the foot may actually be caused by a pinched back nerve
even though you have NO back pain - it could even be
Sciatica.

Dr. Murphy is an expert at finding the CAUSE of
your arm pain and numbness and CORRECTING IT...
WITHOUT THE USE OF DRUGS OR SURGERY.

“YOUR BETTER HEALTH
IS OUR ONLY CONCERN!”

Suburban
Chiropractic
Center

301 Main Street ® Chatham

Dr. Joseph J. Murphy
Chiropractic Physician

PAST PRESIDENT
The NJ and Morris
Chiropractic Societies

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
The Column

Palmer Graduate

Celebrating
Our
39th Year!

973-635-0035 * www.drmurphy.com

Berkeley Heights Public Schools

Recently, sixth grade Columbia Middle School
student Joseph LoPresti won first place in the Sth-
6th grade category in the 2023 Fall Italian
Heritage Video Contest in celebration of Italian
Heritage month through the Coccia Foundation.

The Coccia Foundation offers many
opportunities to students and professionals of
Italian Language and Cultural Studies. This
annual contest aims to identify the achievements
and impact of any one Italian or Italian American
who has had a rich influence, nationally or
locally, in any field.

According to Ms. Emilia Nuvola, Italian
Teacher at CMS, "Italian students at CMS were
encouraged to choose an individual that
personally interested them and to exercise
creative license (costumes, visuals, video editing,
delivering the performance from first POV, etc.)
for a compelling and engaging presentation."

In their announcement of Joe's successful first

place win, the Board of Trustees of The Coccia
Foundation stated, 'The Board of Trustees was
very impressed with his video presentation on
Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia. There is
something to be learned. Thank you for
encouraging Joseph to submit a video and enter
our Italian Heritage Contest.’

Joe shared, "The assignment was to research a
famous Italian or Italian American figure who
influenced American Culture. The person I chose
was Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia. He
was a first generation Italian and is remembered
as one of the most influential Supreme Court
Justices of all time. My father is a first generation
Italian, and both my grandparents and Antonin
Scalia's parents were from Sicily."

Joe's teacher, Emilia Nuvola added, "I am so
very proud of Joe's hard work and the enthusiasm
with which he approaches his language and
cultural studies. This award is a testament to that
hard work!"

SPIRITUAL? CURIOUS? SEEKING?

Do you consider yourself Spiritual? Are you
Curious about what people are talking about
when they speak of having faith or being
spiritual? Are you Seeking peace of mind, of
heart of soul?

Come and see for yourself. Come and explore
the Christian faith. Come and discuss with other
seekers what is on your mind, what you cannot
talk about except with other seekers. Come to an
Alpha gathering.

Alpha is for everybody that wants to discuss
seeking answers to life’s big questions. Why are
we here? Is this all there is to life? Where are we
going? How do I attain peace of mind, heart, and
soul? Whether you are young or old, have faith
or are atheist or agnostic, Alpha provides a safe
environment for exploring our big questions
about life.

We begin by sharing a meal together and
getting to know each other. We watch a video

together then break into small groups for
uninhibited discussion about what is on our
minds.

There is no cost to participate. The series runs
for 12 weeks on Monday nights beginning at 7:30
p.m. and ending at 9:00 p.m. It will begin
February 5th, 2024, and end May 6th, 2024.
Three of the sessions are live in person and the
remainder are on Zoom. You will need a desire
for frank discussion, a willingness to participate
and a commitment to attend. You will also need
a computer or smartphone capable of Zoom
sessions.

The live in person sessions will be held at

Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish,

1571 S. Martine Ave.,

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076.

If you have any questions,

please call (908) 889-2100.

To register go onto IHMParish.net/alpha.

explore faith together.

Algha H a place 1o connect with other pecple who dre open 1o exploring Be, fath, and
meaning. Each session indisdes 2 fime to connett with others {oMen over a free meal),
hear 3 shaort talk on a0 element of the Chrisban fath, and then 3 chance for each penon
1 Phane Chis S GuEsTIons with the group, We'd love o Bear your Derane: Dve

Alpha Winter/Spring 2024
Season begins LIVE
Monday February 5th
7:00 pm @

The Nazareth Center

"olgeed by weekly srouorn honfed on Joomy

Scan the QR Code with your phone or smart device to
ACCess OUr Sign up page at www.ihmparish.net/alpha

IT g Ranae giseiTiond aboys Alahg, pleads fasiadt e Narareth Centiy Oifee ot POE-AA%-0 100 ar 4end an email 16 c#Me s ihmairish rat




(above) The Senior Center of the Chathams
hosted Holiday Parties on two days —
November 30th and December 7th. Lunch was
served, including deserts and mocktails.

(above) The performers for the Novembr 30th

party were Eleanor and Peter
"Maestro" Jackson.
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SENIOR CENTER WELCOMES AREA RESIDENTS

The Senior Center of the Chathams hosted
holiday parties on two days this season —
November 30th and December 7th. Lunch was
served, including deserts and mocktails. The
performers for the November 30th party were
Eleanor and Peter "Maestro" Jackson. The
entertainer for the December 7th party was Bob
Marino.

The Senior Center of the Chathams is
committed to offering its programs and services
to a wide range of people and draws members
from six counties and 70 towns, including
Chatham, Madison, Berkeley Heights, Long Hill,
New Providence, Florham Park, and Summit to
name a few. All are welcome (55 +) at the Senior
Center of the Chathams. There is no membership
fee to join. Many programs are offered free of
charge, while others involve only a minimal fee
thanks to individual donations, fundraising

events, and grants.

For 35 years, the mission of the non-profit
Senior Center of the Chathams has been to
protect the independence and dignity of a
growing, aging population by providing a wide
array of programs and services that educate,
empower, and connect participants to one
another. The Center enables older adults to age in
place and to remain active, engaged, and
contributing members of their communities while
increasing their access to programs and services
in the areas of wellness and fitness; enrichment;
support and connection; and information and
referral. All of this helps to improve their
physical and emotional well-being.

The Center is open Monday through Friday
from 9 a.m. — 3 p.m. For more information about
the Senior Center of the Chathams, «call
973-635-4565 or visit chathamseniorcenter.org.

(above) Madison residents Susan Mennella,
Joanne Whitney, and Chris.

(above) New Providence (gbove) Sue Nixon of Long Hill & Tersa Conte of Florham
Park enjoy playing picket ball together at the Center.

resident Bette Schmitt

(above) Dancing in your seats or on the
dance floor

(above) Berkeley Heights
residents Ken & Josephine.

(above) Chatham residents
Elenor & Peggy

B 2

908-522-9444

Your local neighborhood experts.
Vincent Cirincione Realtor 973-390-3826 - \/innco565@yahoo.com
ACHIEVERS Laurianne Tussel-Holsten Realtor 908-370-1123 - LTHolsten@gmail.com

Serving all your real estate needs.

AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR.

Inventory is very low and we still have a lot of buyers
looking for homes in our area.
If you are ready to sell, give us a call.
We would love to help you get to the next chapter of your life.
We are just a phone call away 908-370-1123!

Each office is individually owned and operated.
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DOCUMENTING NJ’S
REVOLUTIONARY WAR
VETERANS

Elizabeth Snyder-Continental Chapter DAR

Two local women are helping create a new
database of New Jersey Revolutionary War
Soldiers. A project of the Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR), the database will
be the most comprehensive produced to date
utilizing a wide variety of sources.

“The hope is that this database will not only
allow us to recognize and honor these veterans,
but also help their descendants and researchers to
learn about them,” said DAR volunteer Holly
Dunbar. Working on Somerset County, Dunbar
has compiled information on more than 1,700
individuals to date.

Project volunteers aim to find and record as
much information about each patriot as possible.
This includes dates and locations of birth,
enlistment, death and burial; service record with
rank and unit, battles, if wounded, taken prisoner
or killed; family with names of spouses, parents
and children; and the sources of this information.
A special effort is being made to include women,
African Americans and Native Americans.

“We are starting with the current DAR
database, but also using church records, county
and local histories, surviving military and
pension records, newspapers, and more,” said
Dunbar, who is a member of Elizabeth Snyder-
Continental Chapter in Green Brook.

Another chapter member, Ruth Ryno, is
working on Essex County, which also includes
present-day Union and part of Passaic County. “"[
look forward to helping prepare this database in
honor of our New Jersey patriots as our country
prepares to celebrate America's 250th anniversary
in 2026." When the project is completed, the
database will cover all of New Jersey and will be
made available to the public.

DAR 1is a nonprofit nonpolitical service
organization open to women 18 and older who
can prove lineal descent from a patriot of the
American Revolution. Elizabeth Snyder-
Continental Chapter is based in Green Brook and
serves areas in Somerset, Middlesex and Union
counties. New members are welcome. Contact
ESCchapterDAR@gmail.com or learn more at
DAR.org.

(above) Holly Dunbar, New Jersey
DAR State Chairman

THE JANUARY SPEAKERS PROGRAM
FOR THE SUMMIT AREA OLD GUARD

The Summit Area Old Guard was founded in
1930 and meets most Tuesdays at the New
Providence Presbyterian Church located at 1307
Springfield Ave. Our motto is "Come for the
Programs. Stay for the Friends."

January speakers include Kathleen Bassiacos,
Melanie Hazim, Joe Kane, Iveth Gonzales, and
Charles Clarkson. Please join us. Our programs
are free to the public, and we welcome you!

On January 2nd, Kathleen Bassiacos, a nurse
at Unicity Healthcare, with over three decades
of experience in oncology, geriatrics, assisted
living and at-home care, will discuss how she
focuses on her patients' health by managing
emergencies mixed with adaptability. Her
presentation will include not only nursing, but
also treating the myths surrounding aging and
nutrition.

On January 9th, Melanie Hazim, Director of
Outreach at the NJ Division of Consumer Affairs,
will discuss her responsibilities for educating and
promoting awareness of scams targeting New
Jersey residents, and implementing the Division's
mission and goal to protect New Jersey's
residents from becoming victims of these frauds.

On January 16th, Joe Kane, a prevention
specialist with The Council on Compulsive
Gambling of NJ, will help us understand
compulsive gambling and the need to support

those suffering from this addiction. The Council
focuses on educating the public, training
professionals, referring gamblers and their
families to treatment, and advocating for
increased treatment services.

On January 23rd, Iveth Gonzales, a team
leader with the New Jersey Sharing Network,

will discuss organ donation, its benefits and
how the acquisition and distribution system is
organized. Iveth will also speak from her
experience after her father was diagnosed with
pulmonary fibrosis and why registering as an
organ donor, you may change of even save
someone's life.

On January 30th, our speaker will be Charles
Clarkson, an attorney, and a project director for
the Senior Medicare Patrol (SMP) under the
auspices of Jewish Family Services of Middlesex
County. Medicare is for seniors, it expends many
billions of dollars, and it must deal with the
hazards of fraud. Charles will explain how to
detect and how to report Medicare fraud and
related healthcare scams.

Past speakers and much more can be viewed
at SummitOldGuard.org but we encourage
people to drop in on our meetings which take
place at the church at 10:00 AM most Tuesdays.
"Come for the Speakers. Stay for the Friends."
We look forward to meeting you.

(above, I-r) Ms. Bassaicos, Ms. Hazim, Joe Kane, Ms Gonzales, Charles Clarkson

CHESS IN MILLBURN

CHESS ACADEMY

Individual and group lessons
From bheginners on up.

* In-person and Online Lessons

* Regular classes at
27 Bleeker St., Millburn, NJ

* Rated Chess Tournaments
* Search us on YouTube: Chess Party

908-416-1695

Visit our website for details and placement test!

ChessinMillburn.com
chessinmillourn@gmail.com

FREE ESTIMATES )

AW Phases of
Electrical Work

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
ELECTRICAL REPAIR = CONTROL WIRING = CIRCUIT BREAKERS
ELECTRICAL PANELS * SMART HOME SERVICES * BOILERS
EV CHARGER INSTALLATION * SMOKE DETECTORS
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT - 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

L 2o|-6oo-353om"r:;’.‘:_;’..’
Short Circuit Specialisty

888400
¢ Video Tape Transfers ® DVD & FlashDuplication
¢ High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning

& VIDEO DATA SERVICES® >

locally owned since 1984
www.vdsnj.com

facebook.com/vdsnj
email: ira@vdsnj.com

908-964-4004

406 Chestnut St. ¢ Union, NJ 07083




Berkeley Heights Girl Scout Troop 40950

Girl Scouts are dedicated to making a lasting
difference in their communities and
strengthening their leadership skills. Girl
Scouting’s highest awards—the Bronze, Silver,
and Gold Awards—are a scout’s chance to make
a lasting difference in the world. Cecelia Szabo
and Emerson Gorker, Berkeley Heights Girl
Scouts from Troop 40950, recently earned the
Girl Scout Silver Award, the highest recognition
for achievement in Girl Scouting for Cadette
level scouts. To earn this award, they
individually dedicated over 50 hours to their
projects.

For Cecelia’s Silver Award project, she created
Children’s Activity Theater Kits (CAT KITs) to
provide a free and flexible option for younger
children to explore the performing arts. Each
CAT Kit includes a story book, color coded
scripts that adapt the story book to a play, props
to help put on a play, a parent letter to guide
parents on how they can use the kit with their
child(ren), and an activity card with warms ups
and additional theater games/activities. The kits
provide structure for parents who might not be
used to or comfortable with dramatic arts but also
allow for flexibility so they can be used in various
ways for those who want the freedom to be
creative. The kits are available to check out from
the Berkeley Heights Library.

When asked about what she learned from
doing the project, Cecelia stated, “One of the
great things I learned is that kids do not need to
be involved in a full show or acting class to
experience the fun and benefits of acting. The
kids who have used the kits had a positive
experience and expressed interest in doing more
acting. Working on my Silver Award also helped
me improve my time management, flexibility,
planning, and problem solving skills.” She went
on to say, “I hope the kits are enjoyed by children
for years to come and give young kids the chance
to experience some of the benefits of performing
arts.”

For their Silver Award project, Emerson chose
to address the mistreatment of small mammal
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SZABO AND GORKER EARN SILVER AWARDS

pets and misinformation about what caring for
small mammal pets really requires. To broadly
share accurate information to people caring for
or considering getting a small mammal pet,
Emerson conducted in-depth research and then
created a comprehensive but easy to navigate
website on how to care for hamsters, guinea pigs,
rabbits, and rats. In addition to educating pet store
employees about the website and care guidance,
flyers advertising the website and with a QR code
to easily access it were hung in multiple pet stores
so people looking to purchase small mammal pets
could access the resource.

In reflecting on the experience, Emerson
noted, “I learned how to build a website, how to
make a brand attractive with an interesting name
so people would be inclined to actually use the
site, how to research projects, how to talk to
management and have the confidence to do that,
and how small mammal pets need to be cared
for.” When asked about their hope for the
website, Emerson responded, "Many people want
to treat small pets right, but do not know how to,
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(above) Cecelia Szabo created Children's
Activity Theater Kits (CAT KITs) for her Silver

Award project.

PASTRAMI HOUSE

FAMOUS DELI SANDWICHES

OPEN 7 DAYS

Sunday: 11 am - 7 pm

NOSTALGIC NEW YORK KOSHER STYLE SOUPS,
SANDWICHES, SALADS, BURGERS, APPETIZERS

ONLINE DELIVERY: (%) chowNow WSS grubiiut |

Mon/Tues/Wed: 10:30 am - 8 pm
Thurs/Fri/Sat: 10:30 am - 9 pm

1294 Springfield Ave,

OPEN LATE
FOR DINNER!
(973) 309-5675

New Providence, NJ

so I hope that my website makes small pet care
easier to learn and leads to many more happy
pets." To check out the Care 4 Your Critters
website, visit:
caredyourcritters.wixsite.com/c4yc

Both projects hope to have a lasting impact on
the community. Congratulations to Cecelia and
Emerson for their hard work and
accomplishments!

(above) Emerson Gorker chose to address the
mistreatment of small mammal pets and
misinformation about what caring for small
mammal pets really requires for their Silver

Award project.

Courtesy photos

SENIOR DAY TRIP -
JAN. 15

The Berkeley Heights seniors are sponsoring
a trip to Resorts Casino in Atlantic City on
Monday, January 15. The bus leaves the parking
lot at Town Hall, 29 Park Avenue, at 8:30 a.m.
and returns at approximately 7:15 p.m. The cost
is $35 which includes bus transportation and a
$20 voucher for slot play.  For further
information or reservations, call Ramona at
908-647-3295.

DOUBLE D

CONSTRHRUICTIONNS

(732) 981-0800

WWW.DOUBLEDCONSTRUCTIONN.J.COM

Proudly serving Middlesex. Somerset. Union,
Morris & surrounding counties tor over 30 years!
Call now lor your free, no obligation estimate!

- = [Doars
$250 OFF Amy Job 01 . “_ »  Decks
$50000rMore . Gutters -  Interior

- Windows - And Maore

ni';mnnm_u
FACEBOOK.GOM/DoubleDConstructionN]
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RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY!

Tina Renna 908-418-5586 * tinarenna@rennamedia.com
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 * joerenna@rennamedia.com

Marketing
Toolbox

Renna Media offers a full
range of marketing services,
in print and online, hyper-
local to regional, for every
budget and market size.

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS

We mail 160,000 newspapers
to every home and business in
24 towns.You can advertise
in any number of towns.
Ads start at $60.

FULL GOLOR PRINTING

We print flyers and menus,
full color, two sided,
on coated stock for only
$45 per thousand.

DIREGT MAIL

Insert your flyer into the
newspapers and get it mailed
to every home and business for
$60 per thousand and as low as
$30 per thousand for higher
quantities.

ONLINE MARKETING

Online ads and press releases
designed and placed to drive
traffic to your website and get
your phone ringing.

SOCIAL MEDIA

We can design and/or manage
your social media campaign
from passive to aggressive plans
customized to work within
your budget.

WEBSITE AND
SEO SERVIGES

Start with an audit/analysis

of your website giving you a

report and recommendations
for $250.

It is highly recommended to
have a marketing plan and
budget before spending.

GALL JOE RENNA FOR A
FREE GONSULTATION.
908-447-1295

Online at RennaMedia.com

and NJLocalinfo.com

RENNA
MEDIA
.COM

Berkeley

Gall today for FREE consult on
marketing and business plans.

202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Advertise
in 1 or all
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WINTER WALK PHOTO ALBUM

Photos from this and other events can be found online at rennamedia.com and on
Berkeley Heights Community News page on facebook.com Feel free to “Like,” “Tag,” and “Share.”
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Call Today for a Free Estimate! [&] 855.624.6655

|
| N
L

GEORGE
TO THEE
RESCUE

Payment Plans
WINDHOMS 107 BASEMEMNTS $395
KITCHEMS S$E85% RATHROOMS $199
ROOFIMG $147 DECKSPATION §89
SIDHMG 187 PORCHESSTEPS 31685

ROOFING | SIDING | WINDOWS 9% Plans Avallable!
¥ Decks & Porches W8 KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BASEMENTS e
MASONRY | DECKS | PORCHES

HOME REMODELING GROUP

VIRTUAL MEETINGS ALSO AVAILABLE

Interior & Exterior Remodeling | Family Owned & Operated
100% FINANCING AVAILABLE | 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

MIDCA |13VHOT755300

[ElMagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com




