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MAILED FREE TO EVERY HOME  
AND BUSINESS IN WESTFIELD
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CALL 
TODAY!

ARNOLD’S 
PEST  

CONTROL 
Business license #90966A 
Complete Termite &  

Pest Control Since 1952 
From rats to bats,  

skunks to racoons,  
and squirrels to mice 

. . . and everything  
in between,  

WE CAN HELP. 

908-276-8062 
ArnoldsPestControl.com 
9 Quine Street, Cranford, NJ

C A L L  U S !

e IV Hydration 
e Filler 
e PCDC 
e Botox 
e Weight Loss 
e Body Sculpting 
e Hair Restoration 
e Laser Hair Removal 
e Microneedling 
e Tattoo Removal

FULL SERVICE AESTHETIC PROCEDURES

Jennifer Couso & Priscilla Ramos 
Board Certified Nurse Practioners 

Call for a FREE Consultation 

908-333-2966 
19 Holly Street, Suite 13  

Cranford, NJ 07016 

jpbeautyaesthetics.com

WESTFIELD PRESERVATION EFFORTS CELEBRATED
Ave. (New Construction Sensitive to the Area). 

Special Achievement Awards went to the Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Association and the Friends of Brightwood Park for 
outstanding effort in raising awareness of historic properties 
linked to African-American residents, sites and events. Sherry 
Cronin, former executive director of the Downtown Westfield 
Corp., received the Chairman’s Choice Award, the 
Commission’s highest honor, for her longtime dedication to 
preserving the architectural heritage of the central business 
district. 

“This was a great night for preservation,” said HPC Chair 
Maria Boyes.”  While these awards may highlight the 
beautiful historic properties in this town, it’s really about the 
people. The stories we hear as each recipient stands at that 
podium are priceless.” 

Established in 1984 by municipal ordinance, Westfield’s 
Historic Preservation Commission is charged with preserving 
historical sites and structures while fostering an appreciation 
for these landmarks as an essential element of the town’s 
unique character. For more information, please visit 
westfieldnj.gov/historic preservation.

(above) The Westfield Historic Preservation Commission presented its 2023 Devlin Awards  
before a full house on November 2 in the Community Room of town hall. Courtesy photo

Historic Preservation Commission 
Westfield’s Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) 

presented the 2023 Devlin Awards for outstanding efforts in 
preservation to a full house on Thursday night, November 2, 
in the Community Room of Town Hall.  Over fifty attendees, 
including property owners, architects, builders, and guests, 
were on hand to recognize the eight commercial and 
residential winners and three honorary recipients. For a 
slideshow of all the recipients, visit westfieldnj.gov/Devlin-
Awards-2023. 

Commercial/Institutional properties recognized included 
Mimi & Hill Design Studio for their storefront at 150-152 E. 
Broad Street; St. Paul’s Episcopal Church for their steeple 
restoration; and the Town of Westfield for the restored train 
station kiosk.  

Residential property honorees included Lisa Colone and 
Curtis Tao for 100 W. Dudley Avenue (Sensitive Addition), 
Eric and Meredith Bridge for 601 Lenox Ave. (Restoration and 
Painting); Gregory and Shannon Crooks for 612 Elm Street 
and David Villane for 121 Effingham Place (Restoration and 
Addition), and Thomas and Christina Walsh for 256 W. Dudley 
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Renna Media LLC, Publishers 
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016 

Westfield Monthly is published by Renna Media. 11,800 
newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every business 
and resident in Westfield, NJ. Although great care has been 
taken to ensure the information contained within is accurate, 
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or omissions.  

©2023 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced 
without written consent from Renna Media LLC. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone 
you know accomplish something amazing? 
We are interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your 
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

 
ADVERTISING 

Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ Westfield Monthly

CUB SCOUTS MAKE CARDS FOR THE TROOPS
Submitted by Colby Sheppard 

Westfield's Franklin School Cub Scout Pack 
172 recently made cards and decorations for the 
troops serving both at home and overseas. The 
Cub Scouts are one of the many organizations 
and classes throughout Westfield, Cranford, 
Kenilworth & Scotch Plains-Fanwood that 
participated in making more than 4,000 
handmade cards, ornaments and decorations that 
were sent all over the world by several 
organizations including the American Legion in 
Westfield. 

In addition to making cards and crafts, a 
program was presented and they learned how our 

“freedom isn’t free” and how members of the 
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, and Coast 
Guard have dedicated their lives to protecting us, 
all over the world. They listened to how the 
troops and veterans appreciate all of the 
handwritten letters. 

A big thank you to this generous community, 
who over the past 15 years, has supported the 
effort in collecting over 41,000 cards, letters, and 
ornaments to help make our troops’ holidays a 
little brighter and feel appreciated! 

And thank you to all the schools, scouts, 
churches and individuals that participated in 
brightening the troops' lives this holiday season.
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MARCHING BLUE DEVILS FINISH SEASON STRONG
Westfield Public Schools 

The Westfield High School Marching Band 
wrapped up its 2023 season with impressive 
performances in back-to-back weekend 
competitions. 

The WHS Marching Blue Devils competed on 
October 29 in the New Jersey Marching Band 
Directors Association (NJMBDA) State 
Championships at The College of New Jersey 
(TCNJ), placing 2nd in Class AAAA for the 3rd 
consecutive year. 

“The band won best music and had the 2nd 
highest score of the 35 bands attending state 
championships this year,” noted band directors 
Christopher Vitale and Gabriel Batiz. 

The WHS marching band also finished as one 
of only 2 high schools in New Jersey to be named 
a Bands of America Regional Finalist for the 6th 
time. 

On October 28, in the Bands of America 
regional competition of top bands from New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, Virginia, 
and North Carolina, the WHS Marching Blue 
Devils placed 9th in the preliminary competition, 
before placing 7th in the evening finals 
performance at Rutgers University. 

The previous weekend, the Marching Blue 
Devils earned several 1st place recognitions at an 
NJMBDA competition at East Brunswick High 
School, 

“The band won Class 4A, received awards for 
best overall music and best overall effect, and 
was named Grand Champion of the event, with 
the highest score of 14 attending bands with a 
score of 90.7,” Vitale said.

Photo by Jim Robinson

Free pick-up and delivery services 
• Wash n Fold • Dry Cleaning • Laundry 

• Leather & Suede Cleaning • UGG's & Sneaker  
Restoration • Wedding Gown Preservation 
• Meticulous Alterations and Custom Work.  

Call 908-259-1960 
Kenilworth-dry-cleaners.com 

Your satisfaction is our priority.

Download the CleanCloud app and  
select Kenilworth Dry Cleaners.

RESTORING AND PRESERVING  
YOUR GARMENTS 

TO KEEP THEM FROM 
THE LANDFILL!

Cell 908-202-1702 • O: 908-233-5555 
ElizabethBHomes.com 
Efax 908-935-0960 • elizabeth.bataille@gmail.com  

209 Central Ave,Westfield, NJ 07090 
Elizabeth Bataille 

Sales Associate

The highest compliment I can receive 
is a referral from a satisfied client.

Top 1%  
Sales Associate  

Nationwide
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GARDEN CLUB PLANTS FALL FLORA

(above, l-r) The Garden Club of Westfield members planted ornamental cabbages and pansies  
in the planters in Downtown Westfield to welcome fall.. Estela Tarradellas, Pat Meschke,  
Marie Higgins, Jane Manniello, Rosemary Shire, Cheryl Siko, Nicole Harding-Ozturan,  

Marnix Godschalk and Marion Bavolar. Courtesy photo

908-322-7800 
567 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains NJ 
www.njdentalcare.com/dentures 
Most Insurances Accepted • Interest Free Financing

If your dentures … 
• Are loose 
• Over 5 years old 
• Have been repaired many times 
Or . . . 
• You would like to improve your smile 
Then call . . . 
• For an appointment today!  

The doctors at Dentalcare Associates  
will provide all your denture needs.

IT’S TIME FOR NEW DENTURES!

ASK ABOUT IMPLANT 
SUPPORTED DENTURES.

1 HOUR DENTURE REPAIRS    •    LABORATORY ON PREMISES 
3 HOUR LAB RELINES • ALL REPAIRS SCHEDULE PERMITTING

15% SENIOR COURTESY 
Reg. $2995-$3200 per arch. Additional fees may occur for individual cases. 

Present this ad. Not valid with other offers or PPO insurance. Exp. 3/31/24 RN

Taking Charge of Your 
Future Starts Here 

(908)645-1000 
www.lawlawfirm.com

Jeralyn Lawrence, Esq.
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1043 Raritan Rd., Clark, NJ 07066 
www.nespinecenter.com 

Call 732-827-0800 
for your RISK-FREE Consultation!

Northeast 
Spine& 

Wellness 
Center

BLUE ENVELOPE POLICE 
PROGRAM FOR 

AUTISTIC RESIDENTS
The Blue Envelope Program is accessible to all 

Union County residents on the Autism Spectrum. 
Residents can obtain a Blue Envelope at their 
local police departments throughout the county. 

The Blue Envelope Program introduces a 
simple yet effective tool that contains essential 
information for drivers with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder. This includes a copy of their driver’s 
license, vehicle registration, insurance details, 
and an emergency contact card. Additionally, the 
envelope provides clear instructions to drivers on 
how to navigate a traffic stop and interact with 
law enforcement officers in a manner that 
promotes clarity and safety. 

Key features of the Blue Envelope Program 
include: 
• Specialized Training: Every officer in Union 

County, including local officers in all 21 
municipalities, will undergo specialized 
training to develop a deeper understanding of 
Autism Spectrum Disorder and the best 
practices for engaging with individuals during 
traffic stops. 

• Communication Facilitation: Drivers with 
Autism Spectrum Disorder can present the 
blue envelope to the officer upon being 
stopped, allowing officers to quickly 
recognize the situation and adapt their 
approach accordingly. 

• Essential Information: The envelope includes 
guidance for officers to simplify requests and 
minimize the risk of misunderstandings or 
potential escalation. Additionally, officers are 
advised to contact the person listed on the 
emergency contact card for assistance if 
needed. 

• Verbal or Nonverbal Indication: A checked-off 
box on the envelope indicates whether the 
driver is verbal or nonverbal, which aids 
officers in communicating effectively. 
“Every single police department in Union 

County is proud to be a part of this initiative,” 
said Elizabeth Police Chief Giacomo Sacca and 
President of the Union County Police Chief’s 
Association.  “Our officers have undergone 
thorough briefings and trainings to ensure they 
are well-versed in the proper protocols, and they 
are eager to put their training into action.” 

For information on this program in your town, 
contact your local Police Department's 
Community Outreach Unit.
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137 Elmer Street 
Westfield, NJ 07090 
Office: 908-233-9292

Janice Van Der Veken 
Realtor-Associate 
RE/MAX Select 
Cell: 908-577-0824 
JaniceVanDerVekenRealtor@gmail.com

Mary Rittenhouse 
Realtor-Associate 
RE/MAX Select 
Cell: 908-477-4486 
Mary.Ritt@hotmail.com

Select•  
REDUCED COMMISSION  

•  
HOME STAGING SERVICES

Each office is independently  
owned and operated. If your home  
is listed with another broker, this  
is not intended as a solicitation.

SPOT AN 
OPPORTUNITY 

FOR THE 
NEW YEAR? 

A New Job, a New Home 
a New City?

If it’s time for a fresh start, or you might want to explore the  
opportunities you have in an upward market, we’d love to connect  
with you and discuss your options.  Feel free to give us a Call!

Warm Wishes for a Happy Holiday!
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Florist: 908-322-7691 • Landscaping: 908-322-6762

211 Union Ave 
@ Rt 22 East 

Scotch Plains

Serving The Community For Over 100 YearsOPEN UNTIL 9 pm: Nov 24, Until Dec 23 • Dec 24 until 2 pm 
www.ponziosflorist.com

• CHRISTMAS TREES - Balsam Fraser and Concolor Fir 
• Handmade Grave Covers and Wreaths • Holiday decorations 

• CANDLES • Holiday floral arrangements  
• FIREWOOD and firewood accessories

Like us on  
Facebook

STUDENTS SIGN NATIONAL LETTERS OF INTENT
Westfield Public Schools 

Seventeen Westfield High School student-athletes signed Letters of 
Intent with colleges and universities, signifying recognition of the seniors’ 
accomplishments both academically and athletically.  The following 
student-athletes will continue to compete at the college level: 
• Caitlin Cabrales, Jacksonville University, Beach Volleyball 
• Ella Cadigan, La Salle University, Soccer 
• Joshua Caramagno, University of Lynchburg, Lacrosse 
• Jack Chavez, Villanova University, Baseball 
• Emily Constable, Vanderbilt University, Swimming 
• Sofia Della Rocco, University of Florida, Lacrosse 

• Giuliana Gallo, Johnson and Wales University, Volleyball 
• Genevieve Gauthier, Oberlin College, Volleyball 
• Kate Giglio, Hamilton College, Soccer 
• Cody Lam, Princeton University, Lacrosse 
• Clare Logan, Duke University, Swimming 
• Michael Marshall, Cornell University, Lacrosse 
• Dan McGann, Denison University, Lacrosse 
• Lucy Mineo, Marquette University, Lacrosse 
• Marisa O’Connell, Ursinus College. Soccer 
• Jack Paris, Muhlenberg College, Lacrosse 
• Sarah Chloe Wiedman, Franklin and Marshall, Volleyball

Photo by Westfield Public Schools
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OVERWHELMED BY THE THOUGHT  
OF SELLING YOUR HOME! 

We Fix, Paint, Refresh, Clean and Stage 
your property to get it ready to sell.

Our "PREP to SOLD" PACKAGES range  
from 1 Day, 3 Day or 5 Day options  

with FREE Staging Included. 
Choose either option:  

A) Done with you or B) Done for you

We can work side-by-side or just hand us the keys  
so that you can focus on your next adventure! 

- No guesswork 
- No stress and overwhelm 
- No chasing contractors 
- No wondering if your money is well spent

Compass is a licensed real estate broker, licensed to do business as Compass RE in Delaware, Idaho, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania and Tennessee, Compass Realty Group in Kansas and Missouri, Compass South Carolina, LLC in South 

Carolina, and Compass Real Estate in Washington, DC., Idaho and Wyoming and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.

Short Hills Office • 973.310.6816 
1200 Morris Turnpike, Suite 3005, Short Hills NJ 07078

20 + years of Real Estate Sales  
Experience. We work together as One 

Team so that you can experience 
freedom and ease while getting you  

the highest price for your home.

THE QUINN TEAM 
Delia, Sean & Gretchen 

908.377.7058 
QuinnTeam@Compass.com

Book your call at www.PrepToSold.com or 
Call or text “PreptoSold” 908-377-7058 

Call within the next 7 days and get free information  
on how to access up to $25,000 to smooth out 

any expenses related to the preparation and sale of your home. 
Avoid unexpected out-of-pocket expenses due to home inspection surprises! 

No need to see your house in advance. No need to prep it for a visit.

We also offer  
• Estate sale 
• Junk removal 
• Home Depot Pro discounts 
• licensed contractors
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ASSUMPTION CHURCH 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
The Church of the Assumption in Roselle Park, 

in conjunction with Catholic Charities of the 
Archdiocese of Newark, is coordinating a 
Christmas Concert on Wednesday evening, 
December 6th @ 7 PM. 

New Jersey’s own Chris Pinnella and His 
Quartet will be performing an array of Christmas 
and Holiday Classics.  Chris is a world class 
vocalist who has been compared to Josh Groban 
and Micheal Buble. 

All proceeds from the concert will benefit 
Assumption Church and Catholic Charities. 

Tickets in advance are $20, and can be 
purchased via the Rectory or by visiting 
assumption23.givesmart.com    Tickets at the 
door will be $25. 

Sponsorships are also available. 
For more information contact Peter Ruccione 

@ 973-818-4060. pruccione@ccannj.org

GINGERBREAD SUNDAY, DEC. 3RD
The Miller Cory House Museum 

Spicy sweet gingerbread is a special part of the 
holiday season. Children will make a decorative, 
non-edible gingerbread house and listen to 
“gingery” stories. We will also be demonstrating 
and offering visitors a chance make orange 
pomanders, which have been decking the halls 
since the Victorian era, but date back to medieval 
times. Members of the Cooking Committee will 
be in the Frazee House preparing early American 
recipes using ginger over the open hearth. 
Suggested age: 3 (with assistance for crafts) 
through elementary school. $5 per child; 
accompanying adults free. Reservations are 
required. Call the museum at 908-232-1776 or 
email millercorymuseum@gmail.com to place 
yours. Please include your phone number in the 
email. 

Since 1968, the 501(c)(3) non-profit Miller 
Cory House Museum/Westfield Historical 
Society has worked to preserve, interpret and 
encourage interest in history, Westfield, and its 

residents through educational efforts and 
community outreach programs. For more 
information vsiit millercoryhouse.com or 
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org and like us on 
Facebook, and follow us on Instagram.



Westfield MONTHLY • Page 13  • December 2023 



Westfield MONTHLY • Page 14  • December 2023 

WIN A CHANCE TO “RING IN THE NEW YEAR” ON THE TOWN BELL
The Westfield Historical Society is holding the 

fourth annual “Ring in the New Year” raffle 
fundraiser where the 1st Prize Winner will Ring 
the Town Bell 24 times to mark 2024 at midnight 
on New Year's Eve (plus other great prizes). The 
Town Bell is located at the Reeve House. 

The raffle details are as follows: 1st Prize: 
Winner rings the Westfield Town Bell (at the 
Reeve House) 24 times to ring in 2024 at 
midnight on New Year’s Eve; plus a $100 dining 
certificate, a bottle of Champagne, and 
complimentary 2024 Family Membership to the 
Westfield Historical Society; 2nd Prize: $100 
dining certificate; 3rd Prize: Three Westfield 
History books. 

The ticket price is $20 each and the drawing 
will take place at 12:00 noon on Sunday, Dec. 17, 
2023, at The Reeve House, 314 Mountain Ave. 
(winners need not be present at the time of 
drawing). 

To purchase tickets, please call or email  
the office at (908)654-1794 or  
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com;  
or, mail your request to:  
Westfield Historical Society,  
P.O. Box 613, Westfield, NJ  07091.  
Tickets can also be requested via Venmo to 

@Westfield-HistoricalSociety. Please provide 
contact information so ticket/s can be mailed (and 
for winner notification!). Please request tickets 
prior to December 12, to be included in the Dec. 
17th drawing. 

The Westfield Town Bell originally hung in the 
Prospect Street School from 1869 to 1921 where 
it also served as the town’s fire bell. The bell rang 
at armistice and at the end of WW I. From 1922-
1985, it hung in the Madison Avenue 
Presbyterian Chapel’s steeple and subsequently 
became property of the Presbyterian Church 
which later donated it to the Westfield Historical 
Society. During 1993-1994, it was restored with 
funds raised by the Westfield Historical Society 
(with the help of Jack R. Panosh (Town 
Bellmaster), Ralph H. Jones (Town Historian) 
and Richard Edge, of the Westfield DPW) for the 
Westfield Bicentennial in 1994. It was originally 
made by Vickers Sons & Co. Limited, Sheffield 

(above) The Westfield Historical Society is 
holding a fundraiser raffle for a chance to win 
the privilege of ringing the Westfield Town Bell 

24 times on New Year’s Eve 
(among other prizes).

[England] in 1869 of cast steel. 
For many years, the bell was displayed and 

rung during the Westfield Memorial Day parade 
and stored by the Westfield Historical Society. In 
2019, a stone monument was erected by 
Alexander McGrail for his Eagle Scout Award 
project. The monument currently displays the bell 
on the grounds of the Reeve House. A roof and 
column structure has since been built by the 
Society to protect the bell for future generations 
to enjoy. 

Since 1968, the 501(c)(3) non-profit Westfield 
Historical Society has worked to preserve, 
interpret, and encourage interest in history, 
Westfield, and its residents through educational 
efforts and community outreach programs. 

For more information on the Westfield 
Historical Society and their events, visit 
http://westfieldhistoricalsociety.org; follow on 
Instagram and like on Facebook.

Kids' Winter Critter Camp 
DECEMBER 28-29  
REGISTER ONLINE: 
sthuberts.org/kids-camps  
MORE INFO? 
education@sthuberts.org

5th to 7th 
GRADE 

STUDENTS
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HOLIDAY MAGIC 
AT THE HOPE CHEST

The Hope Chest Thrift Store, located at 26 
Prospect Street in Westfield, is outfitted for the 
Holidays! The store welcomes shoppers in with 
an array of beautiful holiday items. There will be 
holiday table linens, glass and dishware, serving 
pieces, centerpieces and wreaths.  For a 
Christmas tree the store will be offering lights, 
garlands, and ornaments. In our book and CD 
section there are many options for children or 
adults. 

For the man of the house the store maintains a 
wonderful selection of slacks, jeans, sweaters, 
sports jackets, suits, and outerwear that will outfit 
him for the chilly weather and perhaps that 
special holiday party. Women can choose 
anything from casual clothes to a glittering gown 
or dress. To accessorize there is a selection of 
beautiful earrings, necklaces, and bracelets. Dress 
and casual shoes along with boots will complete 
the look. Add one of our many pocketbooks and 
clutches and you are all set! 

Be sure to check out our sales promotions 
which change weekly. 

The Hope Chest is open Monday through 
Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and gladly 
accepts donations of new or gently used items on 
Tuesday and Saturday. The store is manned 
totally by volunteers and all of our profits go to 
support the Center for Hope Hospice and 
Palliative Care in Scotch Plains. To volunteer at 
the store or to enquire about joining the Center 
for Hope Hospice Auxiliary please call the store 
at 908-233-9973 or stop in and speak with one of 
our volunteers. We always welcome new 
members.

See our full menu online at: 

mrjsdeliincranford.com 
15 Walnut Ave. Cranford, NJ

• Sloppy Joe Platters 
• Wrap Platters 
• Sub Platters 
• 3-6 Foot Sub Sandwiches 

• Hot & Cold Foods 
• Salads • Wings 
• Chicken Fingers

Mr. J’s Deli
Custom Catering for Any Size 
Home or Office Holiday Party!

Plan Ahead - Call Today 

908-272-0370 

GET READY FOR A RIVETING CINEMATIC 
EXPERIENCE: EARTH MAMA SCREENING

CASA of Essex County is thrilled to 
announce the upcoming screening of "Earth 
Mama.” Prepare for a thought-provoking 
cinematic journey that delves into the 
complexities of the foster care system. The film 
unravels the heartache and resilience within the 
foster care system, focusing on the life of a 
pregnant single mother who seeks solace and 
strength in her Bay Area community. As she 
navigates the daunting challenges before her, 
she must make life-altering decisions that will 
shape the destiny of her family. 

Following the screening, we are delighted to 
present an exclusive Q&A session with the 
brilliant Director and Writer, Savanah Leaf. The 
discussion will be expertly moderated by 
Michelle Miller, distinguished CBS Anchor and 
New York Times Best-Selling Author of 

"Belonging." 
Screening Details: Date: December 6th; 

Time: 7:00 p.m.; Venue: The Claridge, 
Montclair, NJ 

Rating: R (Some Drug Use|Language|Sexual 
References|Nudity) 

For more information and to secure your 
complimentary tickets, please visit 
casaearthmama.eventbrite.com. 

For nearly four decades, CASA of Essex 
County has been dedicated to a singular mission: 
providing unwavering support to the young 
individuals placed in foster care, who, through 
no fault of their own, bear the weight of repeated 
traumas and uncertainties. Our commitment is to 
offer them the advocacy, guidance, and care they 
so desperately need to rise above adversity and 
carve out brighter futures.
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TICKETS NOW ON SALE FOR 24TH ANNUAL PIPES OF CHRISTMAS
The Pipes of Christmas will celebrate its 24th 

joyous season with performances in New Jersey 
and New York this December. The holiday 
favorite opens on Saturday, December 17 at 
Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church, located at 
921 Madison Avenue (at 73rd Street) for two 
performances at 2 and 7PM. The concert moves 
across the Hudson River on Sunday, December 
18 to Central Presbyterian Church located at 70 
Maple Street in Summit, NJ also with 
performances at 2 and 7PM. 

For those weary of the ceaseless stream of 
secular seasonal music from department stores to 
TV, the Pipes of Christmas offers a spiritual and 
traditional take on the season that connects 
concertgoers to the holiday in a fresh, meaningful 
way. The show features tunes such as, “Highland 
Cathedral,” “Joy to the World”, and “Amazing 
Grace”, all performed live on pipes and drums, 
harp and fiddle, and organ and brass and more. 
Not only does the performance define Christmas 
cheer, but also it inspires those of Celtic descent 
to retrace and reconnect to their ancestry. 

According to producer Robert Currie, “We are 
absolutely delighted to be bringing our concert 
back to full force after two devastating years 
weathering the Covid pandemic. Supporting our 
GoFundMe campaign will continue to make 
these concerts possible.” 

The 2022 production marks the NYC solo 
debut of soprano Sharon Lyons originally from 
Dublin, Ireland. 

The concert presents the music of Christmas 
accompanied by readings taken from the Celtic 
literature of Scotland, Ireland, and Wales. In 
addition to Ms. Lyons, featured performers 
include James Robinson from the film 
“Braveheart,” New England fiddle champion Paul 
Woodiel, champion harpist Rachel Clemente, and 
the Pipe Major Kevin Ray Blandford Memorial 
Pipe Band from Redlands, CA among many 
more. 
PROCEEDS SUPPORT SCHOLARSHIPS AND MORE 

Proceeds from the concert support an extensive 
music scholarship program, which include annual 
gifts to the National Piping Centre and the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland (both located in 
Glasgow, Scotland) the Gaelic College of Nova 
Scotia and the Carol Hassert Memorial Fine Arts 
Scholarship at Summit (NJ) High School.  

Proceeds also support the annual Tartan Day 
on Ellis Island celebration and the Society’s 
sponsorship of the US National Scottish Harp 
Championship, the Gaelic Literature Competition 
at Scotland’s Royal National Mod, and an 
academic research prize at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, 
Scotland’s Gaelic college on the Isle of Skye. 

Each year, concert highlights are webcast in hi-
definition over the Christmas holiday to a global 
audience in cooperation with HomeTowne 
Television. In addition to winning multiple Telly 
Awards for broadcast production excellence, the 
2020 virtual concert was a finalist for the coveted 

MG Alba Trad Music Award presented annually 
in Scotland. 

The concert is still accepting Title Sponsors as 
well as Program Ads. These gifts help offset 
production expenses and add help fund our 
scholarships. 
TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW 

Tickets may be purchased online exclusively 
through ShowTix4U at www.showtix4u.com (be 
certain you select the event name and date in the 
search engine). Reserved patron seats are 
available at both venues. 
ABOUT “THE PIPES OF CHRISTMAS” 

Since making its debut in 1999, The Pipes of 
Christmas has played to standing room only 
audiences. Now a cherished holiday event, the 
concert provides audiences with a stirring and 
reverent celebration of the Christmas season and 
the Celtic spirit. Audience-goers return year after 
year to experience the program, many reporting 
that the Pipes of Christmas has become part of 
their family’s annual Christmas tradition. 

The concert has been lavished with critical 
acclaim. In his review for Classical New Jersey 
Magazine, Paul Somers wrote, “The whole 
evening was constructed to introduce gem after 
gem and still have a finale which raised the roof. 
In short, it was like a well-constructed fireworks 
show on the Glorious Fourth. The Westfield 
Leader described the concert as “a unique sound 
of power and glory nowhere else to be found.”

(above) Soprano Sharon Lyons originally from 
Dublin, Ireland, made her NYC solo debut at 

the 2022 Pipes of Christmas concerts NJ.
(above) Pipers from the Kevin Ray Blandford Memorial Pipe Band are returning  

to join the company of the 24th annual “Pipes of Christmas” concerts. 
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CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAY SEASON WITH NJ FESTIVAL ORCHESTRA
From traditional to pops, renowned tenor fare and Broadway favorites, 

New Jersey Festival Orchestra’s (NJFO) holiday concerts promise to fill 
the entire family with warmth and cheer.   

They’re back!  Under the baton of Maestro David Wroe, the orchestra 
will kick off the festive season with a bang and plenty of bling as The 
Three Holiday Tenors join NJFO to present a family festival of 
traditional and contemporary holiday songs and music.  

“We cannot wait to return to The Presbyterian Church at this special 
time of year and are thrilled to welcome back The Three Holiday Tenors 
– each more talented than the next – to help us celebrate the Holiday 
season,” said Wroe.    

The concert features Metropolitan Opera’s internationally acclaimed 
tenor Errin Brooks and award winning tenors Jeremy Brauner and 
Mackenzie Whitney to celebrate and captivate with a dazzling selection 
of renowned tenor arias. Traditional carols, signature versions of familiar 
fare and a host of wintertime curiosities are also sure to delight.  

 “We believe there is something for everyone in this performance. Our 
holiday concert is a vessel for children, parents, grandparents and friends 
– indeed the entire community – come together through festive music at 
this unique time of the year.”   

The concert will take place on Saturday, December 9th at 7pm at the 
Presbyterian Church, 140 Mountain Ave in Westfield.   
RING IN THE NEW YEAR WITH NJFO!   

NJFO’s quintessential New Year’s celebration is also back on Sunday, 
December 31 in Westfield with “The Great American Songbook,” a 
superb revue of American song and dance showstoppers.    

Audiences are invited celebrate the New Year and revel in the musical 
genius of America’s great composers, outstanding vocal performers, 
dazzling dance numbers and a world-class professional orchestra led by 
Maestro David Wroe.   

A cabaret style event for the whole family, the concert promises a 
superb review of musical theatre classics presented in glorious 
symphonic splendor. The concert features renowned guest singers direct 
from the Broadway stage and dancers from Dance Theatre of Harlem 
who join NJFO to swing to favorites from Broadway and beyond.  

The performance will take place on Sunday, December 31 at 7pm at 
Westfield High School, 550 Dorian Road, Westfield.  

“There is much to celebrate this holiday season,” continued Wroe. “So 
gather your friends and family for a series of merry musical programs 
of song and dance for audiences of all ages!”   

This seasonal stroll of timeless classics and sentimental favorites, sure 
to bring us together with joy, smiles, and distinctive holiday memories, 
has been made possible in part by support from The Westfield 
Foundation, a Union County H.E.A.R.T grant and The NJ State Council 
on the Arts.  

For tickets and further information for both events go to 
www.njfestivalorchestra.org or call 908 232 9400. ¬

• Individual and Business Tax Returns 
• Full Service Accounting 
• Estate and Inheritance Tax Returns 
• Financial Planning

732-382-2272 
AngeloCPAfirm.com 

18 Brant Avenue • Clark, NJ 07066 

Serving the Public since 1984

Let us help you make 
this year a great success!

SoundCapsules.net 
hello@soundcapsules.net 

instagram.com/soundcapsulesllc

CREATE A BEAUTIFUL 
FAMILY AUDIO HEIRLOOM

We make it easy to preserve stories told by  
loved ones to be enjoyed for generations.  

We send you the microphone and you  
return it for artistic post production.
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CHIMNEY & ROOFING SPECIALISTS
Family 

Owned & 
Operated For 

20 Years

ROOFING

MASONRY

GUTTERS

CHIMNEY
• CLEANING 
• RE-LINE 
• REPAIRS 
• REBUILD 
• CAPPING

• CLEANING 
• INSTALLATION 
• SCREENING 
• REPAIRS 
• REPLACEMENTS

• RE-ROOF 
• NEW ROOF 
• ROOF REPAIRS 
• SHINGLES 
• FLAT ROOF

• Protect your house from heat transfer combustibles 
• Protect the masonry from the corrosive by products of 

combustion 
• Provide a correctly sized flue for optimum efficiency 

of appliance

CHIMNEY LINER 

        $1,300
WHY SHOULD I USE A CHIMNEY LINING SYSTEM?

COMPLETE SET OF STEPS 
Up to 6 Feet, 5 Steps / Brick, Limestone & Concrete 

    $3,750

Carbon Monoxide  
is invisible, 
odorless,  

and can kill you!

You Home Improvement Connection

ROOFING

CHIMNEYS

GUTTERS

SIDING

MASONRY

STEPS FOUNDATIONS

MURSELI PRO CONSTRUCTION 

908-361-6372 
1-800-650-0968

• All Work Guaranteed 
• 24/7 Emergency Service 
• 15% Senior Discount 
• Major Credit Cards 
• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

$600 OFF 
NEW SIDING JOB 

 With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Some restrictions apply. Expires 12/31/23.

$400 OFF 
ANY FOUNDATION JOB  

OF $2000 OR MORE 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Some restrictions apply. Expires 12/31/23.

$150 
GUTTERS CLEANING 

(Any Average House) 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 12/31/23.

$350 OFF 
ANY ROOF REPAIR 
of $1,000 or more 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Expires 12/31/23.

$350 OFF 
ANY CHIMNEY REPAIR 

of $800 or more 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 12/31/23.

• DRIVEWAYS 
• STEPS 
• BRICK & BLOCK 
• SIDEWALKS 
• REPAIR

FOUNDATION
• NEW  

FUNDATIONS 
• REPAIRS 
• WATERPROOFING

Save $1,000 
ON ROOF 

REPLACEMENT 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Some restrictions apply. Expires 12/31/23.

With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires December 31, 2023.

BEFORE AFTER

Easy & 
Effective 
Cleaning Long Term Preservation

Special

Special
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SLATE - TILE - ASPHALT SHINGLES 
SLATE ROOF WASHING - GUTTER CLEANING 

908-389-0200 
FULLY INSURED      Lic. #13VH06601300      FREE ESTIMATES

ELECTRICAL REPAIR • CONTROL WIRING • CIRCUIT BREAKERS 
ELECTRICAL PANELS • SMART HOME SERVICES • BOILERS  

EV CHARGER INSTALLATION • SMOKE DETECTORS
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT - 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

201-600-3530 
Short Circuit Specialists

FREE ESTIMATES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

All Phases of 
Electrical Work

Lic.# 
888400

Bonded 
& Insured

KENILWORTH 
GARDEN CENTER 
kenilworthgarden.com

A&A Landscaping 908-276-4443 
Shrub Installations and Privacy Planting

• Firewood and Chimenias • Shrubs • Small Plants  
• Outdoor Garden Items • Amish Made Woodwork 
• Concrete Figurines and Religious Statues  

made in the USA.

491 Boulevard, Kenilworth 

908-272-6659 HIC#13VH01254900

Unique items at 
discounted prices.

CHRISTMAS TREES, WREATHS 
CEMETERY PIECES AND GRAVE COVERS

Christmas  
Decorations

908-322-0253 • www.DesignByColorscapes.com

Colorscapes 
Tree & Landscape 
Service

Colorscapes 
Tree & Landscape 
Service

FALL IS FOR PLANTING!!! 
Hand pruning and restoration 
of overgrown trees and shrubs 

Specializing in preservation of old trees. 
Experts at proper pruning techniques. 

Landscape designs “Second to None!”
Take a tour of local examples of beautiful designs. Call Gene Gregory 
See our work first at Colorscapes Inc on Facebook or our Website.

• Large Tree Planting 
• Drainage & Rain Gardens 
• Unique Landscape design 
• Repair & Maintenance of damaged  

and stressed Trees and shrubs. 

Go Green with Colorscapes

Have 
A Great 
Holiday!

COLLEGE MEN’S CLUB OF WESTFIELD
On December 20th at 7 p.m., the College 

Men’s Club of Westfield (CMC) will hold its 
annual holiday reception at the Echo Lake 
Country Club to honor its current four-year 
scholarship recipients. All current and past 
CMC scholarship awardees, their families, 
CMC members, and those interested in joining 
the CMC are welcome to attend. During this 
final CMC event of 2023 all the scholarship 
winners in attendance from WHS classes of 
2020, 2021, 2022, and 2023 will share updates 
on their academic and career progress. 

The College Men’s Club of Westfield was 
founded in 1922 and for over a century has 
helped hundreds of Westfield young men by 
providing college tuition assistance and funding 
standardized test preparatory courses. Since its 
founding, the CMC has raised and distributed 

over $1.3 million in higher education 
assistance to young men of the Westfield 
community. In 2023 the CMC awarded a total 
of $74,500 in four-year scholarships and one-
time grants. 

Scholarship applications will be available on 
the CMC’s website as of February 1st and are 
due by May 1st of each year. Applications are 
evaluated by a committee of CMC Trustees 
each Spring. Funds for scholarships are 
generated through fundraising events, 
donations, membership dues, endowment 
investment income, and legacy bequests. 

The CMC’s next major event is its annual 
Boxing Night fundraiser on February 2nd to be 
held at the Kenilworth Veteran’s Center. 

To learn more about the College Men’s Club 
of Westfield, please go to cmcwestfield.org.

BLUE CHRISTMAS PRAYER SERVICE
The Church of the Little Flower will be 

hosting a Blue Christmas prayer service on 
Sunday, December 10 at 3 p.m. The service will 
be held in the Bernauer Parish Center, 290 
Plainfield Avenue in Berkeley Heights. 

Many of us feel down or depressed this time 
of year, whether due to stress, financial issues, 
broken relationships, death of a loved one, or 
may be looking for a brief respite from the 
hustle and bustle of the season. 

The Bereavement Ministry of the Church of 
the Little Flower invites anyone from the parish 
or any faith community to attend our service 
where we can pray for renewed strength and 
hope and experience the presence of the Lord.  

Light refreshments will be served afterward.  
For further information, you may  
call the parish center at 908-464-1585  
and ask for Dan Grossano  
or email bereavement.lf@gmail.com.
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CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 800-206-8529

$350-$450

$250-$350

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12/31/23.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12/31/23.

FOUNDATION REPAIRS BEFORE & AFTER

CHIMNEY LINERS

SLATE ROOF SPANISH STYLE ROOF NEW STEPS

CHIMNEY REPAIRS SHINGLE ROOF FLAT TOP ROOF

24/7 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE ANY ROOF REPAIR

ANY CHIMNEY JOB

$800OFF ANY NEW 
ROOF JOB

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 12/31/23.

15% SENIOR CITIZEN 
DISCOUNT

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12/31/23.

CHIMNEY CLEANING
STARTING AT $150
MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12/31/23.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12/31/23.

$300OFF ANY JOB
of $2,000 or more

OFF

100% 
Financing 

Available
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(862) 888-1086 
Damore.woodworks@gmail.com 

Insured / Background Check

D'Amores 
Home Improvement LLC
CONTRACTOR & HANDYMAN SERVICES

Services: 
• Interior Painting 
• Handyman Services 
• Property Management 
• Home Renovations 
• Kitchen & Bathrooms
Damores_home_improvement

We do the small jobs no one else wants.

NJHIC # 13VH12657000

Call Today & Get your FREE estimate

GARDENERS GIVING BACK TO THE COMMUNITY
The Rake & Hoe Garden Club has been very 

busy this fall. Along with holding their regular 
monthly meetings and going on three field trips, 
the members have performed the following 
community projects. Fall clean-up at Miller-
Cory House Museum; Created 55 Floral 
arrangements for Mobile Meals; Fall clean-up 
and bulb planting at Jardine Academy, 
Cranford; Planted bulbs and perennials at the 
Westfield Rescue Squad; Fall clean-up at 
Shadowlawn Park; Planted the urns in 
Mindowaskin Park; Made 100 ornaments for 
the Holiday Tree at Jardine Academy; and Sent 
cards to Veterans at Lyons Veterans Hospital, 
Bernards Township. 

The club meets on the second Wednesday of 
the month at noon at the Scotch Hills Country 
Club. If the activities described above interest 
you, and you want to connect with fellow 
gardening enthusiasts and make enduring 
friendships along the way, join our club. At 
every meeting, you will be able to expand your 
knowledge and skills, to enrich your gardening 
journey. Come be a part of our vibrant 
community, where growth, both in gardens and 
friendships, is our constant goal. 

For more information, contact Cathy Becker 
via email cathymbecker@gmail.com, or visit 
the club’s website, rakeandhoegc.org, or 
Facebook page.

(above) Planting Bulbs and Perennials at the Westfield Rescue Squad
Courtesy photo

• Wreaths & Garlands 
• Outdoor Decorations 
• And Much More

19th Annual 

CHRISTMAS 
WAREHOUSE SALE 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
ARTIFICIAL CHRISTMAS TREES

Up to 15’

$10 off $50 (before tax) 
$20 off $100 (before tax) 
One coupon per customer. Can not be  

combined with any other offer. 

3614 Kennedy Road 
South Plainfield, NJ 
10 am to 4 pm – 7 days a week 

(closed Thanksgiving Day)

Cash No Checks 

y [ 
All Sales Final

WOOD FLOORS 
Sand • Stain • Refinish • Repairs • Installation 

CARPET & RUGS 
Clean • Stretch • Sanitize • Repairs • Bind 
RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET 

A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC. 
116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ 

908-913-4650 
Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard 

10% Discount On labor only. Materials not included. Cannot 
be combined with other offers. Exp. 12/31/23.
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908-251-9441 
Mrhandyman.com

On Time. Done right. 
Guaranteed.

10% OFF LABOR
On labor only, materials not included. Cannot  
be combined with other offers. Exp. 12/31/23.

2,500+ Positive Online Reviews 
Fully Insured 

License number: 13VH09897400

• Windows 

• Doors 

• Flooring 

• Drywall 

• Masonry 

• Aging In Place Certified 

• Interior and Exterior Carpentry 

• Friendly/Helpful Office Staff

REPAIR AND REMODEL SERVICES

• Financing Available 
• Special Discounts 

• 50% off Sales Tax 

All Major Credit Cards Accepted w y [ t
725 Rahway Ave - Elizabeth 

908-354-8533 • 908-352-2232 
www.jacobsonappliances.com

FREE DELIVERY 
Open Mon. & Thurs. 10am - 7pm;  
Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10am - 6pm; 
Sat 10am- 5pm; Sun - closed

$25 OFF FOR WESTFIELD 
RESIDENTS & BUSINESSES 

One per customer. Can not be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase 
of $399.00. must present this coupon at time of purchase. Offer Expires 12/31/23.

KNITTING TOGETHER 
WHILE MAKING NEW FRIENDS

The Gates Avenue Knitters celebrated their 23-
year anniversary in April. The group has been 
meeting at the Long Hill Township Library, 
located at 917 Valley Road, Gillette, every 
Monday from  1p.m. to 3 p.m. Everyone is 
welcome to join in. 

In the month of April in the year 2000, Gates 
Avenue, Gillette resident Arlene Kaplan, started 
a knitting group along with 4 friends. Twenty-
three years later the group, now called the Gates 
Avenue Knitters, are still knitting together, 
including 4 of the 5 original knitters who still live 
in town. 

Eighteen to twenty ladies show up on any 
given meeting day. Their skills range from 
beginner to experienced knitters (and 
crocheters).They help each other get past 
problems with patterns, and they are excited and 
willing to teach beginners to knit. 

They come from Long Hill Township and 
surrounding towns, including Warren, Watchung, 
Bridgewater, Springfield, Chatham, Madison, 
Summit, and Westfield. Many were introduced to 
the group thru friends. 

Along with their own projects, the group knits 
for causes. They knit approximately 500 hats per 
year and distribute them to local charities. 
Beginning in November they have a display at 
the library and the hats are sold as a fundraiser 
thru the end of February for $10 each. The group 

recently presented the library with $1,300 from 
the proceeds of the last hat sale, which is the most 
funds ever raised. 

The group welcomes donations of yarn and 
knitting and crocheting supplies. Donations can 
be dropped off at the Long Hill Township Library 
any day during business hours.

(above) A display at the Long Hill Township 
Library features items made by the Gates 
Avenue Knitters. They are for sale as a 

fundraiser for the library. It will be stocked thru 
the end of February, or while supplies last.

Photo by David J. Kaplan

STEPHANIE GARDENS 
GARWOOD, NJ

1 BR starting at $1,739 
Heat & hot water included. Cats allowed. 
Conveniently located in residential area. 

Call for Availability. 
908.789.9198 

Professionally managed by DanJon Management Corp., Inc.
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NOW ENROLLING IN WESTFIELD!

THE SOLUTION 
FOR WORKING 

PARENTS

• Extended Days / 7 am – 6 pm 

• Parentview® Internet Monitoring 

• Parent eCommunication App 

• Interactive Whiteboards  
and IPad Technology 

• Clean, Healthy Environment 

• Seedlings Early Childhood  
Education Curriculum 

• Enrichment Programs Included:  
Music, Sign Language, Spanish

751 Central Avenue • Westfield, NJ • 908-228-5791 • LightbridgeAcademy.com

FULL-DAY KINDERGARTEN

ORANGE MATTRESS 
——- C U S T O M  B E D D I N G  ——-

• Matresses 
• Box Springs 
• Round Beds 
• Pillows 

Will beat any competitor price for same or similar product.

• Adjustable Beds 
• Mattress Toppers 
• Hybrid Mattresses 
• Custom Sheets

A Family Business Since 1902. 

mycustombedding.com 
800-761-1100

CUSTOM MATTRESSES MADE TO ORDER! 
Any Size • Natural • Double Sided • Affordable Mattresses

Call Today  
or Visit Our  
Showroom 
in Clark, NJ. 
1049 Raritan Road

SHOP LOCAL

a u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile 
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall  

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical 
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Electrical Lic. # 14616  
& Plumbing w #8660

YOUTH TRAIN TO BECOME FACILITATORS 
Imagine a Center for Coping with Loss

enthusiastic group and will do an amazing job 
being present and supportive to our participants. 
We are so excited to welcome them to the 
Imagine community!" 

Imagine’s youth facilitator training program 
is held once a year in September. If you are a 
youth who is interested in participating in the 
2024 training, Imagine staff recommend you 
and a parent or guardian schedule a tour of 
Imagine’s center. Tours can be scheduled by 
visiting Imagine’s website at imaginenj.org. 

Imagine is a 501c3 nonprofit that offers free 
year-round grief support groups for children 
ages 3-18 and young adults 19-30 who are 
coping with a loss due to death. Concurrently, 
support groups are available for the parents and 
guardians of the children in the groups and 
offered in English and Spanish. Imagine also 
offers grief and loss education and training to 
the community.  

For more information please contact Imagine 
at 908-264-3100 or info@imaginenj.org.

(above) Imagine’s staff members Paul Muir, and Abigail Priece with youth facilitators Gavin 
LaConti, Aanya Wright, Alexis Zhang, Arissa Xiang, Elsea Reynoso, Haley Motz, Kira Goldman, 

Noa Goldstein, Benjamin Ooi, Robert Qi, Chloe Katz, and Jagger Cohen

In the 10 years that Imagine has been offering 
peer support groups for children, youth 
facilitators have played an important role in the 
groups for children ages 3-12.  Imagine’s youth 
volunteers are high school age and co-facilitate 
with adult facilitators in support groups for 
younger kids. Recently, Imagine staff trained 
twelve young people who devoted a full Sunday 
to learning the companioning model of 
facilitation practiced at Imagine. Imagine’s 
youth facilitators are such a valued and essential 
part of their support group program, and their 
staff are grateful for the commitment of this new 
group of youth facilitators and the many others 
who have been supporting Imagine’s kids. 

Abigail Priece, Imagine’s Program Supervisor 
ran the training along with their Bilingual 
Program Manager, Sonia Nuñez.  Abigail said 
this about the new group of youth facilitators:  
"Imagine's Youth Facilitators are such an 
inspiring group of people and this training class 
is no exception. They are an empathic and 
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SHINING STARS CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR – DEC. 2ND
noted Shining Stars founder and show director 
Sally Curci. “We are so excited to bring a new 
show to the stage and cannot wait to connect with 
our incredible audience again to celebrate the 
holiday season.” 

Shining Stars Network is wrapping up their 
biggest year yet, which included their annual 
“Evening of Shining Stars” Spring Show, their 
Broadway debut at the Gershwin Theatre, and 
their impressive main stage debut at the iconic 
Paper Mill Playhouse. 

The Shining Stars performed “This Is Me” on 
Broadway as part of the Arts for Autism concert 
and soon after, took the Paper Mill stage to 
present The Greatest Show, a history-making 
performance which was the first full production 
of performers with special needs in Paper Mill 
history. 

“Shining Stars Network is not only about 

performing, but more importantly we’re about 
building self-confidence and self-esteem,” said 
Shining Stars co-director Nicole Greene. “Our 
cast members are not only talented, but inspire us 
every day, and we are all very excited about 
seeing our cast take the stage again to share 
another magical night with the audience.”  

Tickets are on sale now at UCPAC.org. For 
groups of 10 or more, email 
shiningstarsnetwork@gmail.com. 

The night will also feature a Tricky Tray and 
50/50 raffle. Doors will open at 6:00 p.m. 

Shining Stars Network is a 501(c)3 not for 
profit organization based in Cranford, N.J. that 
offers opportunities in the performing arts for the 
special needs community. 

For more information on Shining Stars 
Network or to make a donation, please visit 
shiningstarsnetwork.org.

With cast members from all over Union 
County and beyond, the Shining Stars Network 
has been producing live programming for the 
special needs community for eleven years. 

Celebrate the holiday season when the Shining 
Stars take the stage for their 2023 Christmas 
Spectacular” set for Saturday, December 2nd, 
2022, at 7:00 p.m. 

The show will take place on the main stage at 
the historic Union County Performing Arts 
Center in Rahway as this talented cast sings and 
dances to your holiday favorites. 

This year’s Christmas Spectacular marks the 
return of the Shining Stars to one of the most 
beautiful theaters in New Jersey and will feature 
35 special needs cast members and their 
volunteer buddies from local high schools, who 
serve as mentors to the cast during rehearsals. 

Two previous Shining Stars shows at UCPAC 
drew more than 1,000 audience members for 
each performance, and already, the buzz is 
building in the community. 

“We’re so excited to ring in the holiday 
season,” noted Shining Stars Network founder 
and President Mike Curci. “Our stars are ready 
to share their smiles, energy and amazing talents 
with everyone. This will be a great way to cap off 
our 11th year.” 

“We strongly believe in creating an inclusive 
environment for our cast, and our buddies are an 
integral part of the Shining Stars experience,” 
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ESTATE SALES
Rahway Auction/Gilded Lillie 
1433 Main St., Rahway, NJ 
732-669-7528 
RahwayAuction@aol.com 
1 On-Line Auctions 
1 Clean-outs 

Over 50 Years Experience

KONANTIQUES 

WE BUY ANTIQUES 
FREE HOUSE CALLS 

908-578-7593 

Over 20 
years of 

Experience Free on-site consultation at your home or business 

info@konantiques.com

WE BUY: Sterling Silver, Antique Jewelry, Costume Jewelry, Coins,  
Art, Watches & Clocks, Porcelain, Modern Items (50’s, 60’s, 70’s),  

Antique Toys, Asian Decorative Arts, Judaica, Lighting, Military Items 
           Some Furniture, Hummel & Lladro Figurines

Located 
in Summit

I BUY OLD MOTORCYCLES 
All Types - Running or Not

Call or Text Glenn 
732-556-7636

Same Day Pick-up 
We Pay Cash

Also Looking for  
Honda Elements 
Toyota Camrys 

and Lexus

Individual and group lessons 
From beginners on up.

• In-person and Online Lessons 
• Regular classes at 

27 Bleeker St., Millburn, NJ 
• Rated Chess Tournaments 
• Search us on YouTube: Chess Party

908-416-1695 

Visit our website for details and placement test! 

ChessInMillburn.com 
chessinmillburn@gmail.com 

NJ ANTIQUE BUYERS
WE BUY ANTIQUES, ART,  

COLLECTIBLES, COINS, AND JEWELRY
WE BUY ANYTHING OLD 
• Old Toys 
• Coins and Medals 
• Watches & Clocks 
• Judaica Collectibles 
• Military Collectibles 
• Asian Decorative Arts 
• Old Writing Instruments 
 Antique Porcelain & Glass 
• Art (Paintings, Sculptures, Old Prints) 
• Jewelry (Vintage, Costume, Silver, and Gold) 
• Sterling Silver, European Silver, Antique Silverplate

201-450-0206 
info@njantiques.com 

www.njantiques.com 
3 East Pleasant Ave. 

Maywood, NJ

We do house-calls anywhere within the tri-state area.

33RD ANNUAL HOLIDAY CONCERT - DEC. 15 
Westfield Community Concert Band

the Westfield School District, co-directs the 
Edison Broadway Singers.   

As the band completes its milestone 111th 
concert season, the band continues to seek out 
experienced area musicians to perform a wide 
variety of concert band literature for its many 
area concert events. Interested musicians should 
contact Dr. Connors through the band’s website, 
info@westfieldcommunityband.com. The band 
rehearses each Wednesday evening from 7:00 
p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in the community room located 
in the Westfield Municipal Building 425 East 
Broad Street. 

The band’s holiday concert program is 
sponsored in part by the Westfield Recreation 
Department, Megan Schaffer, Director. Made 
possible by funds from the Union County Office 
of Cultural & Heritage Affairs, a partner of the 
New Jersey State Council on the Arts.

Courtesy photos

The Westfield Recreation Department will host 
its 33rd Annual Holiday Concert featuring the 
Westfield Community Concert Band and the 
Edison Intermediate School Broadway Singers 
on Friday, December 15, 2023, at 7:30 p.m. at 
Edison Intermediate School, 800 Rahway 
Avenue, Westfield. This free public concert 
culminates the band’s 111th anniversary concert 
season. The band performed its first annual 
Holiday Concert at the Roosevelt Intermediate 
School in December 1990 with the Roosevelt 
“Sharps and Flats” chorus. 

Highlighting a program of holiday favorites, 
the band will perform The Night Before 
Christmas, a music setting of Clement Moore’s 
poem of the same name, featuring Kerry Stubbs, 
a Union County based vocalist, actor and music 
educator, as narrator. The programs will also 
include The Most Wonderful Time of the Year, 
made famous in the 1960’s by vocalist Andy 
Williams.  The band will also perform 
contemporary arrangements of the classics, 
Ukrainian Bell Carol, and Once in Royal David’s 
City, both arranged by Philip Sparke.    

The band’s program also includes A John 
Rutter Christmas Suite, a compilation of 
traditional holiday carols, by English choral 
director and composer, John Rutter, The Eighth 
Candle, a celebration of Hanukkah, by composer 
Steven Reisteser.  The band will also perform 
Leroy Anderson’s popular holiday composition, 
A Christmas Festival, written for the Boston 
Pops.  This very well-known selection is a 
medley of the most popular Christmas carols, 
including “Joy to the World”, “Jingle Bells” and 
“Silent Night”. 

The Broadway Singers will perform a variety 
of holiday music featuring the choir’s unique 
arrangements and choreography. The program 
will conclude with a combined performance of 
Irving Berlin’s “White Christmas” with both 
band and choir, an annual tradition dating back 
more than twenty-five years.  

The Westfield Community Concert Band is 
conducted by Dr. Thomas Connors, now in his 
19th season with the band.  Westfield music 
educator Stephen Markowski, vocal specialist in 

(above) Dr. Thomas N. Connors.
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(908) 276-5367 
(201) 666-0003 

358 North Avenue East 
Cranford, NJ 

www.reynolds-plumbing.net

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Lou DiFabio 
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio 
Lic. #11749

REYNOLDS PLUMBING

973-951-0606 
FULLY INSURED • LIC: 13VH12858300 • 1980 Springfield Ave 9A, Maplewood NJ 

Xhrishomeimprovements.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
4 Pressure Washing 

4 Power Sanding / Stripping Wood 

4 Caulking / Glazing / Skim Coating 

4 Deck Preparation, Sealing & Staining 

4 Spackling/Drywall / Plaster Repair 

4 Wallpaper Removal & Sizing 

4 Floor Refinishing / Installation 

Custom Cabinets / Built-Ins and Closets 

Woodwork and Millwork of All Kinds 

Windows & Doors Replacement 

Gutter Replacement / Repair 

Decks / Railings / Fences

HOUSE PAINTERS & CARPENTRY
REPAIRS & RENOVATIONS

(above) The Summit Old Guard has 19 activity 
and interest groups. During a Nov. 3rd fishing 

outing Bob Eng, along with Joe Geist, Joe 
Corona, and Marv Gersten all landed some 

sizeable striped bass for dinner and the freezer. 
Besides fishing, members golf weekly, play 
bocce followed by lunch, discuss the latest 

technology issues, and much more.
Courtesy photo

SUMMIT OLD GUARD DECEMBER SPEAKERS PROGRAM

professional experience with water. He also 
enjoys a variety of beverages comprised largely 
of water. 

December 19th will be our last meeting of the 
year. We always try to make it a little special and 
a little festive. This year we will feature Joe 
Regan, a well-known cabaret singer and pianist 
we have always enjoyed, and he’ll appear with a 
repertoire of popular standards and holiday 
songs. There will be special refreshments and 
decorations, and the bigger the turnout the better 
it will be. Join us for the music, snacks, and SOG 
bonhomie. 

Past speakers and much more can be viewed 
at SummitOldGuard.org but we encourage 
people to drop in on our meetings which take 
place at the church at 10:00 a.m. most Tuesdays. 
“Come for the Speakers. Stay for the Friends.” 
We look forward to meeting you.

(above, l-r) Bill Freund, Mitch Erickson,  
and Joe Regan

The Summit Old Guard was founded in 1930 
and meets most Tuesdays at the New Providence 
Presbyterian Church located at 1307 Springfield 
Ave. Our motto is “Come for the Programs. Stay 
for the Friends.” Please join us. Our programs are 
free to the public, and we welcome you! 

December speakers include Bill Freund, Mitch 
Erickson, and a special event featuring Joe 
Regan. 

On December 5th, Summit Old Guard 
member, Bill Freund, will tell us about fleeing 
Nazi Germany with his family in 1936 at age 11. 
A refugee doesn’t look for happiness, only 
survival. He was a shoe-shine boy, learned 
English, and attended school. He eventually 
earned a PhD from Columbia and became Chief 
Economist at the New York Stock Exchange. He 
wrote several professional books and later, two 
children’s stories, including one about a cookie 
that played a central role in his life. We’ll hear 
the remarkable life story of one of our most 
notable members. 

On December 12th, another distinguished Old 
Guard member, Mitch Erickson will review the 
science, biology, and environmental and social 
uses of water as a parable of the intersection of 
science, environment, policy, recreation, safety, 
climate change, and social justice that affects all 
8 billion of us. It is important to be informed 
about the fundamental properties of H2O to 
participate in societal discussions. Mitch is an 
environmental chemist with a lifetime of 
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Advertise  
in 1 or all  
24 towns

Online at RennaMedia.com  
and NJLocalinfo.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET 
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY! 
Tina Renna 908-418-5586 • tinarenna@rennamedia.com 
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • joerenna@rennamedia.com 

202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

Renna Media offers a full  
range of marketing services,  
in print and online, hyper- 
local to regional, for every  
budget and market size. 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
We mail 160,000 newspapers  

to every home and business in  
24 towns. You can advertise  

in any number of towns.  
Ads start at $60. 

FULL COLOR PRINTING 
We print flyers and menus,  

full color, two sided,  
on coated stock for only 

$45 per thousand. 

DIRECT MAIL 
Insert your flyer into the  

newspapers and get it mailed  
to every home and business for  
$60 per thousand and as low as  

$30 per thousand for higher 
quantities. 

ONLINE MARKETING 
Online ads and press releases  
designed and placed to drive  

traffic to your website and get  
your phone ringing. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
We can design and/or manage  
your social media campaign  

from passive to aggressive plans  
customized to work within  

your budget. 

WEBSITE AND 
SEO SERVICES 

Start with an audit/analysis  
of your website giving you a  
report and recommendations  

for $250. 
 

It is highly recommended to  
have a marketing plan and  

budget before spending.   

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A  
FREE CONSULTATION. 

908-447-1295

Marketing 
Toolbox
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908-760-0583

Now is the time to get heating system up to speed. 
CALL TODAY FOR ALL YOUR HEATING, AIR CONDITIONING,  
AND FUEL NEEDS 

Now is the time to get your heating sytem ready for winter. If your heating system  
is over 15 years old, you may want to consider a more efficient replacement. 
Avoid last minute emergencies before the freezing weather hits. Let the experts  
at Woolley evaluate your cooling and heating needs and provide you with a FREE  
no obligation estimate. We are a full-service installation, maintenance, and repair company.  
In need of a tune-up? We provide that too, along with Woolley Extra Care Service Plans.

N. Woolley Master HVACR contractor Lic. # 1261
We will continue to offer the same great  
service delivered to REEL-STRONG customers.  
The addition of REEL-STRONG represents an  
exciting opportunity for WOOLLEY to do more  
for our customers. You will still find the same  
reliable technicians and office staff from  
REEL-STRONG now at WOOLLEY HOME.

Woolley Home Solutions is a family-owned and 
operated company providing over 99 years of 
honest, high-quality service. 
Our mission is simple - to be your trusted,  
total home comfort solutions provider.

WOOLLEY’S PROUD PARTNERSwoolleyfuel.com

NEW RHEEM HEATING OR 
AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

Expires: 12/31/2023. May Not Be Combined With Other Offers.
$300 OFF

COPING WITH LOSS DURING THE HOLIDAYS
There is so much pressure to be happy in our 

culture, especially at the holidays.  We are 
supposed to have a Happy Thanksgiving, a 
“merry little Christmas” or a Happy Hanukkah.  
But grief doesn’t take a holiday. 

Imagine, A Center for Coping with Loss would 
like to offer support to those navigating the 
challenges of grieving during the holiday season 
and offer some coping strategies as well. On 
Thursday December 14th from 6:30-8 pm, 
Imagine will offer a workshop on Coping with 
Loss During the Holidays. The free workshop 
will be held at their center at 244 Sheffield Street 
in Mountainside and is open to adults and 
children grades 3 and older. 

Imagine’s Grief Educator, Connie Palmer, 
LCSW will present the workshop in English and 
Training and Education Director, Veronica Ortiz, 
LPC and Bilingual Program Manager, Sonia 
Nuñez will present the workshop at the same time 
in Spanish. Pizza dinner is available prior to the 
session beginning at 6:15 for those who sign up. 
Hot cocoa and cookies will be served as well. 

If you are looking for support as you cope with 
a loss this holiday season, the staff at Imagine 
would like to help, and hope to see you at the 
workshop on the 14th. 

Imagine is a 501c3 nonprofit that offers free 
year-round grief support groups for children ages 
3-18 and young adults 19-30 who are coping with 

a loss due to death. Concurrently, support groups 
are available for the parents and guardians of the 
children in the groups and offered in English and 
Spanish. Imagine also offers grief and loss 
education and training to the community. For 
more information please contact Imagine at 
908-264-3100 or info@imaginenj.org.

(above) If you’re interested in attending the 
workshop presented in English, please scan the 

QR code or visit Imagine’s website at 
imaginenj.org/education-training/community-

webinars/ to register. Registration is not 
required for the workshop presented in Spanish.

PAYLESS ROOFING 
Roofing & Repairs • Metal Roofing 

Window Replacements • Vinyl Siding 
Emergency Repairs 

Many References         22 Years 

Call 908-486-0866 
or 973-906-8404 

   Lic # 13VH00418100
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Keeping your car?  
Did you know you can purchase an 
extended warranty for your vehicle? 
 - coverage up to 120,000 miles - even if 
you did not buy it from Marano & Sons. 

 

Visit our website to value your car 

MaranoSonsAuto.com Buying & Selling Used Cars & Trucks Since 1955

Credit problems? Call us to get you approved!
Like us on 
Facebook!!!

507-13 South Avenue 908-789-1551 
150 South Avenue 908-789-0555 

Fax 908-789-1792

LOOKING FOR A CAR, TRUCK OR SUV? 
Visit our lots or shop at home. Search over 135 vehicles  
by Make / Model/ Year/ Color / Body type / Engine specs / etc.

Marano & Sons Auto Sales:  
Not only do we sell late model pre-owned vehicles, 

but we will buy your car! 
Any car no matter how old. We will buyout your lease,  

payoff your loan, pick it up at your house.

Two locations 

In Garwood, NJ


