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The Greater Union Township Chamber of Commerce
(GUCC) Board of Directors formally welcomed the Borough
of Kenilworth and its Chamber of Commerce as a new
addition to its association at a ceremony recently held at the
Union Chamber’s headquarters. Officials from both Union and
Kenilworth were in attendance to mark the occasion.

“Although our Chamber has always welcomed businesses
from outside the Union area to its membership, this is the
second formal expansion of our organization that will bring
Kenilworth under our auspices so that they may avail
themselves of our member benefits and to have our Chamber
represent and promote Borough businesses, said Union
Chamber CEO James Masterson. “We warmly welcome them
and we pledge to do all that we can to promote and represent
each business.”
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RO KENILWORTH CHAMBER JOINS UNION TOWNSHIP CHAMBER

Kenilworth is joined by Roselle Park, which came into the
Union Chamber last November.

Greater Union Chamber Board President Marie Maguire
added, “Those Kenilworth businesses who join the Chamber
will find more than 50 member benefits to help them succeed
in these challenging times and we encourage them to become
as active as possible.”

The Greater Union Township Chamber of Commerce is an
association of 400 businesses. Its mission is to promote, unite,
represent, and strengthen its members through networking
opportunities, special events and a variety of economic
initiatives.

For more information, contact James Masterson at
executivedirector@unionchamber.com.

Courtesy photo
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(above) The Greater Union Township Chamber of Commerce (GUCC) Board of Directors formally welcomed the Borough
of Kenilworth and its Chamber of Commerce as a new addition to its association at a ceremony recently held at the Union
Chamber s headquarters. Olfficials from both Union and Kenilworth were in attendance to mark the occasion.

LARGE MENUS - PRINTING - $85 PER THOUSAND

11”x17” / Full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock / Includes folding

FLYERS / BROCHURES - $45 PER THOUSAND

$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.)

Full Golor Flyers and Menus Printed and Manled
to Every Home and Business in Town!

8.5" x 11" / Full color / 2 sided / 601Ib gloss coated stock / Tri-fold add $10 per thousand

INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 - email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

=

OfcE O
o




Spinit of UNION - Page 2 * December 2023

Spirit of UNION

Renna Media LLC, Publishers
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016

Spirit of Union is published by Renna Media. 6,800
newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every business
and resident in Union Township, NJ. Although great care has
been taken to ensure the information contained within is
accurate, Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or
omissions.

©2023 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced
without written consent from Renna Media LLC.

SEND US YOUR NEWS

Do you have a community service that you
need help publicizing? Did you or someone
you know accomplish something amazing?
We are interested in hearing about your latest
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com

ADVERTISING
Joe Renna: 908-447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com
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Find us on online: rennamedia.com
facebook.com/ Spirit of Union
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COPING WITH LOSS DURING THE HOLIDAYS

There is so much pressure to be happy in our
culture, especially at the holidays. We are
supposed to have a Happy Thanksgiving, a
“merry little Christmas™ or a Happy Hanukkah.
But grief doesn’t take a holiday.

Imagine, A Center for Coping with Loss would
like to offer support to those navigating the
challenges of grieving during the holiday season
and offer some coping strategies as well. On
Thursday December 14th from 6:30-8 pm,
Imagine will offer a workshop on Coping with
Loss During the Holidays. The free workshop
will be held at their center at 244 Sheffield Street
in Mountainside and is open to adults and
children grades 3 and older.

Imagine’s Grief Educator, Connie Palmer,
LCSW will present the workshop in English and
Training and Education Director, Veronica Ortiz,
LPC and Bilingual Program Manager, Sonia
Nuiiez will present the workshop at the same time
in Spanish. Pizza dinner is available prior to the
session beginning at 6:15 for those who sign up.
Hot cocoa and cookies will be served as well.

If you are looking for support as you cope with
a loss this holiday season, the staff at Imagine
would like to help, and hope to see you at the
workshop on the 14th.

Imagine is a 501¢3 nonprofit that offers free
year-round grief support groups for children ages
3-18 and young adults 19-30 who are coping with

a loss due to death. Concurrently, support groups
are available for the parents and guardians of the
children in the groups and offered in English and
Spanish. Imagine also offers grief and loss
education and training to the community. For
more information please contact Imagine at
908-264-3100 or info@imaginenj.org.

(above) If you 're interested in attending the
workshop presented in English, please scan the
OR code or visit Imagine s website at
imaginenj.org/education-training/community-
webinars/ to register. Registration is not
required for the workshop presented in Spanish.
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) SPOT AN OPPORTUNITY.

‘FOR THE NEW-YEAR?

A New Job, a New Home or a New City?

If it's time for a fresh start, or you might want to explore the
opportunities you have in an upward market, we'd love to connect
with you and discuss your options. Feel free to give us a Call!

Warm Wishes for
a Happy Holiday!

REDUCED COMMISSION * HOME STAGING SERVICES | — ET l:E_

RE/MAX Select
137 Elmer Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
Office: 908-233-9292

REMAY

>

Each office is independently
owned and operated. If your home
is listed with another broker, this
is not intended as a solicitation.

Janice Van Der Veken
Realtor-Associate

RE/MAX Select

Cell: 908-577-0824

JaniceVanDerVekenRealtor@gmail.com

= Cell: 908-477-4486

Mary Rittenhouse
Realtor-Associate
RE/MAX Select

}.. Mary.Ritt@hotmail.com
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THINKING ABOUT RELOCATING?
ATTEND OUR EXCLUSIVE REAL ESTATE EVENT.
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idealLIVING | ..

REAL ESTATE SHOW [ttt ﬁ }

The Nation’s Largest
Real Estate Exhibition

Discover the best places to live.
View top lifestyle communities at one convenient location.

Florida, Tennessee, North Carolina, South Carolina, Delaware, Georgia
Mew this year: Portugal and Greece

JANUARY 13-14

HILTON PARSIPPANY
One Hilton Court, Parsippany, NJ
Sat: 10am-4pm & Sun: 1lam-3pm
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EXHIBITS, SEMINARS, DISCOVERY TRAVEL AND MORE!
AT THE SHOW, YOU CAN...
= View community exhibits, talk personally with area repre- « Explore lifestyle communities: active adult,
sentatives & home builders. golf, gated, 55+, coastal, waterfront, boating & more.
= Compare many of the best places to relocate, or retire, Attend Updated Presentations:
all at one convenient location nearyou. . How to Choose Your deal Place
» Discover top destinations that afford a high quality of life, * The Martini Theory with Doug Terhune
yet very low taxes. = Selling Your Home in Today's Market

« Live Your International Lifestyle

Come Find Your Ideal Place to

Live at the Show! ideal-LIVING | The Nation's Largest
REAL ESTATE sHow | Real Estate Exhibition
January 13-14,2024 |
AVAILABLE ONLY 2
AT THE SHOW HILTON PARSIPPANY

One Hilton Court, Parsippany, NJ
Saturday, 10am-4pm & Sunday, 11am-3pm

RSVP for Express Check-in & Complimentary Relocation Guide. .,
ideal-living.com/R

RM

RSVP For Express Check-in, Exhibit Floorplan & Complimentary Relocation Guide

Questions:

ideal-living.com/RM 800-736-0321
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BLUE CHRISTMAS
PRAYER SERVICE

The Church of the Little Flower will be hosting
a Blue Christmas prayer service on Sunday,
December 10 at 3 p.m. The service will be held
in the Bernauer Parish Center, 290 Plainfield
Avenue in Berkeley Heights.

Many of us feel down or depressed this time
of year, whether due to stress, financial issues,
broken relationships, death of a loved one, or
may be looking for a brief respite from the hustle
and bustle of the season.

The Bereavement Ministry of the Church of
the Little Flower invites anyone from the parish
or any faith community to attend our service
where we can pray for renewed strength and hope
and experience the presence of the Lord.

Light refreshments will be served afterward.
For further information, you may call the parish
center at 908-464-1585 and ask for Dan Grossano
or email bereavement.lf(@gmail.com.

FRIENDSHIP DAY AT
TURTLE BACK 200

Over 700 special needs students, their teachers,
and aides had smiles on their faces for the Elks
46th annual Friendship Day at Turtle Back Zoo
on October 2, 2023. The event was sponsored by
area Elks club members.

It was a perfect Fall day for participants to
walk around the park and learn about the animals
on display while enjoying activities, games, a DJ,
and face painting sponsored by Elks from the
North Central District.

Meanwhile, Elks from the East Central
District, with Lodges in Stirling, Summit,
Mountainside, Springfield, Cranford, Union, and
Rahway, provided, prepared, and served 1,200
hot dog meals to hungry visitors.

Elks Care - Elks Share. And Friendship Day
is one of many ways that the Elks turn those
words into action. Throughout NJ, Elks provide
assistance for the caring of special needs
children. The Elks maintain clinics, hire nurses,
therapists, pediatricians, psychologists, and
teachers as well as provide equipment such as
crutches, wheelchairs, walkers, and hospital beds
to those in need. In addition, Elks Camp Moore
provides special needs children with a fun-filled
vacation away from home where they can try new
adventures, create lasting friendships, and
experience  opportunities that  promote
independence and greater self-confidence.

Please visit Elks.org for more information and
how to join The Elks.

(above) Annual Friendship Day
at Turtle Back Zoo

Courtesy photo

SEE THE GOOD IN PEOPLE

Submitted by Peter DeSarno

Perhaps it is because I see today due to the
generous life changing gifts of two donated
corneas, | tend to become very reflective when I
collect the donated glasses that are received in the
Lions drop box.

When I sort the glasses and package them to
be sent into the Lions Processing Center, I am
reminded of the good in people who are eager to
help. I look at all the glasses that were once worn
on the faces of members of our community which
form a beautiful mosaic representing so many
different shapes, sizes, colors, glasses for the old
and young....and think that this is beautiful on
many levels. I then think about the people who
will experience that magical moment I had when
sight is restored.

The New Providence Lions Club Eyeglass
collection site is in front of the New Providence
Library which is located at 377 Elkwood Ave.
Since January 2022 we have collected 2,165 pairs
of glasses.
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1-800-TEAM-LAW®
Serving New Jersey for over 60 years,

- Motor Vahicle Accidents - Slip & Falls
» Motorcyicle Acchdents » Federal Workers' Compansaticn * Legal Malpractice
+ Criminal Defensa « Workers' Compensation +[Dog Bltes

* Construction Site Accidents
* Unsafe Products

.

RMINAL DEFEMSE
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= Soclal Security Disability

* Traffic Violations
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Call Today for a Free Estimate! [& 855.624.6655
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Payment Plans
HOME REMODELING GROUP WINDOWS $109 BASEMENTS $395

KITCHENS §187 BATHROOMS 5199
ROOFIMNG 3147 DECKSPATIOS S189
SIDING $189 PORCHESSTERS 3185

ROOFING | SIDING | WINDOWS PE el
¥ Decks & Porches W8 KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BASEMENTS ot gyt based o gt
MASONRY | DECKS | PORCHES

VIRTUAL MEETINGS ALSO AVAILABLE

Interior & Exterior Remodeling | Family Owned & Operated
100% FINANCING AVAILABLE | 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

MIDCA | 3WHOF 755300

[ElMagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com
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SHINING STARS CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR - DEC. 2ND

With cast members from all over Union
County and beyond, the Shining Stars Network
has been producing live programming for the
special needs community for eleven years.

Celebrate the holiday season when the Shining
Stars take the stage for their 2023 Christmas
Spectacular” set for Saturday, December 2nd,
2022, at 7:00 p.m.

The show will take place on the main stage at
the historic Union County Performing Arts
Center in Rahway as this talented cast sings and
dances to your holiday favorites.

This year’s Christmas Spectacular marks the
return of the Shining Stars to one of the most
beautiful theaters in New Jersey and will feature
35 special needs cast members and their
volunteer buddies from local high schools, who
serve as mentors to the cast during rehearsals.

Two previous Shining Stars shows at UCPAC
drew more than 1,000 audience members for
each performance, and already, the buzz is
building in the community.

“We’re so excited to ring in the holiday
season,” noted Shining Stars Network founder
and President Mike Curci. “Our stars are ready
to share their smiles, energy and amazing talents
with everyone. This will be a great way to cap off
our 11th year.”

“We strongly believe in creating an inclusive
environment for our cast, and our buddies are an
integral part of the Shining Stars experience,”

on the first $10,000’

noted Shining Stars founder and show director
Sally Curci. “We are so excited to bring a new
show to the stage and cannot wait to connect with
our incredible audience again to celebrate the
holiday season.”

Shining Stars Network is wrapping up their
biggest year yet, which included their annual
“Evening of Shining Stars” Spring Show, their
Broadway debut at the Gershwin Theatre, and
their impressive main stage debut at the iconic
Paper Mill Playhouse.

The Shining Stars performed “This Is Me” on
Broadway as part of the Arts for Autism concert
and soon after, took the Paper Mill stage to
present The Greatest Show, a history-making
performance which was the first full production
of performers with special needs in Paper Mill
history.

“Shining Stars Network is not only about

performing, but more importantly we’re about
building self-confidence and self-esteem,” said
Shining Stars co-director Nicole Greene. “Our
cast members are not only talented, but inspire us
every day, and we are all very excited about
seeing our cast take the stage again to share
another magical night with the audience.”

Tickets are on sale now at UCPAC.org. For
groups of 10 or more, email
shiningstarsnetwork@gmail.com.

The night will also feature a Tricky Tray and
50/50 raftle. Doors will open at 6:00 p.m.

Shining Stars Network is a 501(c)3 not for
profit organization based in Cranford, N.J. that
offers opportunities in the performing arts for the
special needs community.

For more information on Shining Stars
Network or to make a donation, please visit
shiningstarsnetwork.org.
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¥ Yield
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Rates current as of Nowember 16, 2023, Rates are subject to change withoul notice. Fees could reduce eamings on the account. 1) Ultra Checking is a blended rate Gered account with
dividends paid on portions of your balance falling within deshgnated tlers: 50,00 - 51,000.00: 4.30% APY; 51,000,071 - 55,000.00: &.20% APY; 55000001 - $30,000.00: 4. 30% APY: 510,000,010 -
S15.000000: &.20% = L.76% APY: 515000001 = 525,000.00: 2.78% = L6T% APY: 525,000,017 = 550,000,00;: 1.67% = 0LBA% APY: 5500000001 and abowe: 0.64% - 0L073% APY. 51,000 mEnimum balance
1o open. There is a 51,000 minimum daily balance requirement to awoid a $15 monthly maintenance fee. The monthly maintenance fee can also be avoided based on a direct deposit of
5750 or greater into the Uktra Checking account during the statement cycle. Limit of cne Ultra Checking account per tax identification muember, 2} Ultra Savings is a blended rate tiered
account with dividends paid on portions of your balance falling within designated tiers: 50,00 - $100,000,00; 525% APY; 5100,000.01 - $250,000,00; 525% APY: 5350,000.01 - S500,000000:
5.F9% APY: S500,000001 - 51,000,000, 00 5.25% AFY; 51,000,000.01 - 52 000 000.00- 5.2%% - 260 APY: 52 000,000,001 - 55,000, 000,00 2.60% - 1.04% APY: 55,000,000.01 and abowe: 1.06% -
0.52% .hF_'ir': 100,000 minimuen balance to open. There is a $100,000 minimum daily balance reguirement to avoid a 3100 monthly maintenance fee. Limit of one Ultra Savings account per
tax [dentification number,

H Get started at TheAtlanticFCU.com, call us
(tThe Atlontlc at 908-245-1750 or visit us at our

Federal Credit Union branches in Union and West Orange.

Federally Insured by NCUA. Equal Housing Lender.
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FOUNDATION REPAIRS BEFORE & AFTER
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CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 800-206-8529
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' CHININEY CLEANING :
i STARTING AT $150 i

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 |
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FAMILY FUN BEGINS AT THE GATEWAY FAMILY YMCA

At The Gateway Family YMCA, individuals
and families find more than just a place to work
out. With opportunities to connect with new
people, develop new skills and explore new
interests, the Y facilitates the discovery of new
passions and assists in gaining a greater sense of
purpose for all. For local families, The Gateway
Family YMCA provides a fun and unique
opportunity to support all ages, together or apart,
within the same organization.

“At the Y, we have the unique opportunity, and
mission, to support all. We strive to provide
inclusive, equitable and innovative programming
and services for all ages, and commit to
supporting individuals and families throughout
the 17 communities we serve in Eastern Union
County and Northern Middlesex County,” stated
Melynda A. Disla, President and CEO, The
Gateway Family YMCA. “At our Y, everyone has
a place to go where they can feel supported and
receive help. We are proud to be the place where
adults can find life balance; children can reach
their full potential; seniors can be active and
social; and families can connect and strengthen
relationships.”

The Gateway Family YMCA offers a variety
of programs to help achieve greater health and
well-being, nurture youth and inspire individuals
to give back to better their community. Program
information and registration is available online at
tgfymca.org for programs including swimming
lessons, youth sports, active older adult fitness,
dance, gymnastics, Esports, WISE Community
Services and chronic disease self-management
programs. Through the 7th Grade Initiative and
7th Grade Leaders Club, youth are supported
with a complimentary membership, leadership
opportunities and special events.

The Gateway Family YMCA provides
individuals and families with the opportunity to
improve their health and well-being and connect
with the greater community, all while
participating in their favorite program or activity,
either at the Y, or virtually from home. Social
events, affinity clubs, family special events,
programs, activities and specialized children’s
theme events provide the variety of activities

YMCA Family Men

YMCA OPEN HOUSE! 12/15-12/17

Community Welcome! Visit the ¥ for s class, swim,
basketball & more!

necessary to keep everyone engaged. No other

organization provides the breadth of
programming inclusive of all ages.

“Our goal is to provide a seamless opportunity
to make healthy living easy and equitable for all
ages,” stated Rodger D. Koerber EVP, Chief
Operating Officer. “We know that social and
mental well-being are increasingly important for
all. At the Y, neighbors from all backgrounds and
walks of life can discover common ground,
broaden their perspectives, and support one
another. We like to say there are no strangers,
only friends you haven’t met yet.”

As a leading nonprofit committed to

strengthening community by connecting all
people to their potential, purpose and each other,
the Y focuses on empowering young people,
improving health and well-being and inspiring
action in and across communities. By bringing
together people from different backgrounds,
perspectives and generations, the Y ensures that
all have access to the opportunities, relationships,
and resources necessary to learn, grow and thrive.
The Gateway Family YMCA is a non-profit
charitable organization serving Eastern Union
County and Northern Middlesex County for over
123 years. Through the Y’s Annual Support
Campaign, Membership For All Financial
Assistance is available to those who qualify.

To learn more about The Gateway Family
YMCA, visit tgfymca.org or contact the
Elizabeth Branch (908-355-9622), Five Points
Branch (908-688-9622), Rahway Branch
(732-388-0057), or the Wellness Center Branch
(908-349-9622) for more information.
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3 VISIT US TO RECEIVE YOUR FLU VACCINATION

MEDICAL
FORMS
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— WORK
=— SCHOOL
— COLLEGE

Primary Care / Urgent Care

WALK-INS AND IMMEDIATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

HOURE: MONDAY TO FRIDAY 10 TO 8 [/ CALL POR SATURDAY AMD SUNDAY MOURS

J: 'y UCARE

UROCENT CARE

— LAB TESTING / FAST AND RELIABLE RESULTS —

ADULT & PEDIATRICS

Primary Care
& Urgent Care
Facility Services.

- Patient physicals

+ In-house besting

+ Pediatrics

¢ Treatment of linesses

* Minor injury procedures

+ Vaccination and fmmunization
* Women's wellness

+ Cold and flu treatments

& MUCH MORE

808.280.9600
INFOSNJUCARE.COM

141 Chestnut Street
Roselle Park, M.J
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g
ROOFING

INTERIOR /EXTERIOR CARPENTRY/GUTTERS

973-762-6333 973-762-6332

Fully Insured: Workers’ Comp & Liability Fully Insured: Workers' Comp & Liability
NJHICH 13VHE449500 NJHICE 13VH11964900

Our floor-to-ceiling renovating team...
& tn e MNedgtibaltosdd?

ROOFING CEMENT/STONE
Roof Replacement Masonry

Gutter Installation Hardscaping
PAINTING RENOVATIONS
nterior & Exterior Additions

Deck Refinishing Attic & Basement Remodel
~loor Refinishing Kitchen & Bath Remodel
CARPENTRY & REQUEST A QUOTE

Deck Building Ok=10) GRE&;GM
Millwork | > QUALITY M
Floor Installation [=] GUARANTEED
Cabinet Installation earv ME
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BLUE ENVELOPE PROGRAM

The Blue Envelope Program is accessible toall ~ County, including local officers in all 21 emergency contact card for assistance if
Union County residents on the Autism Spectrum.  municipalities, will undergo specialized needed.
Residents can obtain a Blue Envelope at their  training to develop a deeper understanding of ¢ Verbal or Nonverbal Indication: A checked-off
local police departments throughout the county. Autism Spectrum Disorder and the best box on the envelope indicates whether the

The Blue Envelope Program introduces a  practices for engaging with individuals during driver is verbal or nonverbal, which aids
simple yet effective tool that contains essential  traffic stops. officers in communicating effectively.
information for drivers with Autism Spectrum < Communication Facilitation: Drivers with “Every single police department in Union
Disorder. This includes a copy of their driver’s  Autism Spectrum Disorder can present the County is proud to be a part of this initiative,”
license, vehicle registration, insurance details,  blue envelope to the officer upon being said Elizabeth Police Chief Giacomo Sacca and
and an emergency contact card. Additionally, the  stopped, allowing officers to quickly President of the Union County Police Chief’s
envelope provides clear instructions to drivers on ~ recognize the situation and adapt their Association. “Our officers have undergone
how to navigate a traffic stop and interact with  approach accordingly. thorough briefings and trainings to ensure they
law enforcement officers in a manner that < Essential Information: The envelope includes  are well-versed in the proper protocols, and they
promotes clarity and safety. guidance for officers to simplify requests and  are eager to put their training into action.”

Key features of the Blue Envelope Program  minimize the risk of misunderstandings or For information on this program in your town,
include: potential escalation. Additionally, officers are ~ contact your local Police Department's
* Specialized Training: Every officer in Union advised to contact the person listed on the Community Outreach Unit.

FOR THE POLICE OFFICER: —
e SALLERIES

M UNIVERSITY

Now Showing!

GIANTS
DRAGONS
CHNICORNS

The World of «Mythic (reatures

Trusted Quality, Service & Value

LEE MYLESY Your one-Stop Service Center Oct. 14, 2023 - Feb. 25, 2024

for All Your AutoCare Needs!

Since 1947... « Free “P f Mind” Inspecti : : - .
“The Most Trusted Name in | ::::: To:::: :mh Il\rlllajornfs{Z:ZiI;n Liberty Hall Academic Center Gallery | Kean University
”a’;:n’;},’;;’;;';’;";,‘,‘;ﬁj,‘jZ"’ « Nationwide Warranty 1003 Morris Ave, Bldg. 2 | Union, New Jersey

Serving Union Since 1964 e Expert Transmission Galleries.kean.edu | (908) 737-5301
1415 Stuyvesant Ave, Union, NJ and Auto Repair

908'687-0300  Foreign and Domestic

Our Goal: Customers for Life e Cars, Vans, SUVs, Trucks, RVs

Financing Available « Automatic and Standard
www.UnionLeeMyles.com  Transmissions

| BUY OLD MOTORCYCLES

All Types - Running or Not
Same Day Pick-up_.,  Call or Text Glenn

We Pay Cash s, 732-556-7636

Also Looking for

Honda Elements

Toyota Camrys
and Lexus

ESTATE SALES m

Rahway Auction/Gilded Lillie
1433 Main St., Rahway, NJ
732-669-7528
RahwayAuction@aol.com
#® On-Line Auctions
# Clean-outs

: #" Organized by the American Museum of Natural History [amnh.org),
Over 50 Years Experience




Spinit ef UNION -« Page 11  December 2023

. FRIDAY SATURDAY

SOEC |

o
THE TOWNSHIP OF UNION PRESENTS

SUNDAY

DEC.2 DEC.33
e 3-0P1_ 124N

Al’s Carpentry g
Home Improvements

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall
Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Call: 908.451.2230 €0 =

Electrical Lic. # 14616
alscarpentry11@aol.com 2 Plurmbing w #8660

%cﬁﬁ“ﬁ“ﬁﬁz\s
¢ ¢ WAREHOUSE SALE %

¢ OPEN TO THE PUBLIC %
4 ARTIFICIAL CHRISTMAS TREES ; ﬁ

i% e Wreaths & Garlands (Up to 15’ -
e Outdoor Decorations o

e And Much More

F’a =a

____________________________

g | $10 off $50 (before tax) | 3
& i$20 off $100 (before tax)

“fF | One coupon per customer. Can not be | ARt
combined with any other offer. s,

'Q: 3614 Kennedy Road
g South Plainfield, NJ cishno checks

AN SN SN BN SN SN

'ﬁ' 10 am to 4 pm - 7daysaweek e
(closed Thanksgiving Day) ales Fina
UNIONTOWNSHIP.COM - [/ XI@TWPUNIONNJ B — —
B Q7§
SUPERICR 1rl'-' ! gh-'. .@
i _d”r,_
X Home Improvements -

HOUSE PAINTERS & CARPENTRY

REPAIRS & RENOVATIONS

Custom Cabinets / Built-Ins and Closets
Woodwork and Millwork of All Kinds
Windows & Doors Replacement
Gutter Replacement / Repair
Decks / Railings / Fences

(==l 973-951-0606

7 FULLY INSURED - LIC: 13VH12858300 - 1980 Springfield Ave 9A, Maplewood NJ
3@% Xhrishomeimprovements.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

v’ Pressure Washing

v Power Sanding / Stripping Wood
v’ Caulking / Glazing / Skim Coating

v’ Deck Preparation, Sealing & Staining
v Spackling/Drywall / Plaster Repair
v Wallpaper Removal & Sizing
v Floor Refinishing / Installation
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ASSUMPTION CHURCH
CHRISTMAS CONCERT

The Church of the Assumption in Roselle Park,
in conjunction with Catholic Charities of the
Archdiocese of Newark, is coordinating a
Christmas Concert on Wednesday evening,
December 6th @ 7 PM.

New Jersey’s own Chris Pinnella and His
Quartet will be performing an array of Christmas
and Holiday Classics. Chris is a world class
vocalist who has been compared to Josh Groban
and Micheal Buble.

All proceeds from the concert will benefit
Assumption Church and Catholic Charities.

Tickets in advance are $20, and can be
purchased via the Rectory or by visiting
assumption23.givesmart.com  Tickets at the
door will be $25.

Sponsorships are also available.

For more information contact Peter Ruccione

@ 973-818-4060. pruccione(@ccannj.org

FRORIS PINNELLA

AT ASSUMPTION CHURCH
AN EVENING OF HOLIDAY HITS &
e“.lh!h 1 l'-u ,_U 'h_-'l' 'l'\-__,r"i Ll\.'\- [

DECEMBER 6TH | 7:00PM = =~

* You would like to improve your smile

IT’S TIME FOR NEW DENTURES!

If your dentures ...

- Are loose

« Over 5 years old %

Then call .

* For an appointment today!

The doctors at Dentalcare Associates ASK ABOUT IMPLANT
will provide all your denture needs.  SUPPORTED DENTURES.

» Have been repaired many times
Or.

1 HOUR DENTURE REPAIRS e LABORATORY ON PREMISES
3 HOUR LAB RELINES  ALL REPAIRS SCHEDULE PERMITTING

DENTALCARE DENTURES

908-322-7800
567 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains NJ

www.njdentalcare.com/dentures
Most Insurances Accepted e Interest Free Financing

____________________________________________

15% SENIOR COURTESY |

1
1
1
1 Reg. $2995-$3200 per arch. Additional fees may occur for individual cases. -
'Present this ad. Not valid with other offers or PPO insurance. Exp. 3/31/24 RN.

____________________________________________

NJ INTERGENERATIONAL ORCHESTRA PRESENTS
FREE FAMILY HOLIDAY GONGERT IN - DEB 10

New Jersey Intergenerational Orchestra will be
entertaining families on Sunday, December 10,

2023 with a free concert of seasonal holiday

favorites. The concert will be from 2pm to 3pm
at the Lawton C. Johnson Summit Middle
School, 272 Morris Avenue, Summit, NJ.
Families with children of all ages are invited to
come and join in the fun!

NJIO’s three orchestral ensembles will
combine to perform music by Strauss, Mozart,
Brahms, and more! The concert concludes with
Leroy Anderson’s exciting Sleigh Ride, with
percussion accompaniment provided by the
youngest members of the audience!

The concert is free and open to the public.
Donations are gratefully accepted.

Following the concert, the famous NJIO
Instrument Petting Zoo returns! Experienced
NJIO musicians will guide young audience
members and assist them in safely trying out the
instrument of their dreams. Instruments are
loaned by Elefante Music of New Providence and
Scotch Plains.

Concert Details:

Sunday, December 10, 2023 at 2 pm
Lawton C. Johnson Summit Middle School
272 Morris Avenue
Summit, NJ 07901
Admission is free;
donations are gratefully accepted.

This concert is made possible by funds from:
the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, a
partner agency of the National Endowment for
the Arts; Frank and Lydia Bergen Foundation;
The Lillian Schenck Foundation; The Henry S.
and Agnes M. Truzack Foundation; Investors

PAYLESS ROOFING

Roofing & Repairs * Metal Roofing
Window Replacements ¢ Vinyl Siding
Emergency Repairs
Many References 22 Years

Call 908-486-0866
or 973-906-8404

Lic # 13VH00418100

(above) Young audience members get to try out
orchestra instruments at NJIO's Holiday
Concert Instrument Petting Zoo. Instruments
are loaned by Elefante Music.

Foundation; Standish Foundation; and many
other generous supporters. NJIO is a proud
participating organization in the Families First
Discovery Pass Program, a program of the NJ
Departments of Health and Human Services.
NJIO is committed to ensuring that its
programs and concerts are accessible. For more
information regarding the concert or to inquire
about patron services, please contact NJIO at
info@njio.org, or visit NJIO’s website njio.org.
New Jersey Intergenerational Orchestra, now
in its 30th season, has been nationally recognized
as a leader in intergenerational excellence
through its unique approach to teaching musical
performance and as a model for intergenerational
orchestras across the country. Depending on
space availability, NJIO welcomes new members
of all ages and abilities each concert period to one
of its several orchestras - no auditions needed!

FREE ESTIMATES
AW Phases of
Electrical Work

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
ELECTRICAL REPAIR * CONTROL WIRING + CIRCUIT BREAKERS
ELECTRICAL PANELS  SMART HOME SERVICES * BOILERS
EV CHARGER INSTALLATION * SMOKE DETECTORS
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT - 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

s, g 201-600-3530 3 i

888400 & Insured
Short Circunit Specialisty

dCCesSS

SELF STORAGE

Contact-free Online Rentals.

We're In This Together.

SKIP THE COUNTER

(908) 259-1020
750 Boulevard « Kenilworth, NJ 07033

$1 Pays Your Fnrst Month's Rent.

$24 Admin Fee Waived When You Complete Your
Rental Online Or Over The Phone.
+

FREE Lock & Key.

Taxes & fess may apply. Subject to availability. Offer valid for new customers only.

www.AccessSelfStorage.com
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A RIVETING CINEMATIC EXPERIENCE: EARTH MAMA SCREENING!

CASA of Essex County is thrilled to announce
the upcoming screening of "Earth Mama.”
Prepare for a thought-provoking cinematic
journey that delves into the complexities of the
foster care system. The film unravels the
heartache and resilience within the foster care
system, focusing on the life of a pregnant single
mother who seeks solace and strength in her Bay
Area community. As she navigates the daunting
challenges before her, she must make life-altering
decisions that will shape the destiny of her
family.

Following the screening, we are delighted to

CASA ESSEX
PRESENTS

12.06.23
/PM
THE CLAIRIDGE

486 BLOOMFIELD AVE.
MONTCLAIR

EI ,',!FEI

e

FREE EMTRY!

e Sl e S

[ il

X

present an exclusive Q&A session with the
brilliant Director and Writer, Savanah Leaf. The
discussion will be expertly moderated by
Michelle Miller, distinguished CBS Anchor and
New York Times Best-Selling Author of
"Belonging."

Screening Details: Date: December 6th; Time:
7:00 p.m.; Venue: The Claridge, Montclair, NJ

Rating: R (Some Drug Use|Language|Sexual
References|Nudity)

For more information and to secure your
complimentary tickets, please visit
casaearthmama.eventbrite.com.

A FILM WRITTEN AND
DIRECTED
BY

SAVANAH
LEAF

Q&A with the director after
screening will be moderated by

MICHELLE
MILLER

T AMCHON ART
MW Y TIRAEE

BN T-SFLLSRG AAFTHOR
0 WELONGING

For nearly four decades, CASA of Essex
County has been dedicated to a singular mission:
providing unwavering support to the young
individuals placed in foster care, who, through no
fault of their own, bear the weight of repeated
traumas and uncertainties. Our commitment is to
offer them the advocacy, guidance, and care they
so desperately need to rise above adversity and
carve out brighter futures.

e Kenilworth
‘w Dry Cleaners

Free pick-up and delivery services

e Wash n Fold e Dry Cleaning ® Laundry
e Leather & Suede Cleaning ® UGG's & Sneaker
Restoration e Wedding Gown Preservation
¢ Meticulous Alterations and Custom Work.

Call 908-259-1960

Kenilworth-dry-cleaners.com
Your satisfaction is our priority.

RESTORING AND PRESERVING |
YOUR GARMENTS
TO KEEP THEM FROM
THE LANDFILL!

Download the CleanCloud app and
select Kenilworth Dry Cleaners.

Now is the time to get heating system up to speed.
CALL TODAY FOR ALL YOUR HEATING, AIR CONDITIONING,

WOOLLEY

HOME SOLUTIONS

AND FUEL NEEDS 9(0)8-760-0583

Now is the time to get your heating sytem ready for winter. If your heating system
is over 15 years old, you may want to consider a more efficient replacement.
Avoid last minute emergencies before the freezing weather hits. Let the experts
at Woolley evaluate your cooling and heating needs and provide you with a FREE

In need of a tune-up? We provide that too, along with Woolley Extra Care Service Plans.

WOO I I eyf ue I C o m WOOLLEY’S PROUD PARTNERS

@%@E

no obligation estimate. We are a full-service installation, maintenance, and repair company.

'R K

IIE.I.'I'IHH B I:I]III.IH“_

We will continue to offer the same great
service delivered to REEL-STRONG customers.

Our mission is simple - to be your trusted,
total home comfort solutions provider.

o BI@HEAT
B s
% "‘1':!: % L'
\_’: | Williamson [ m| WEIL-McLAIN
-_‘;_\‘_ q_-'.:_ N. Woolley Master HVACR contractor Lic. # 1261
~:;,H'*._ — Woolley Home Solutions is a family-owned and
. ..: -l operated company providing over 99 years of
“9“::2 . honest, high-quality service.

The addition of REEL-STRONG represents an
exciting opportunity for WOOLLEY to do more
for our customers. You will still find the same
reliable technicians and office staff from
REEL-STRONG now at WOOLLEY HOME.

l""l'ﬂ ! l.-".-' d-.

l# s Jl'd-‘"
b -u.ww i ﬂ'.w*- A
i"’"’#ﬂ"h, % .#L W

NEW RHEEM HEATING OR !
AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM |

Expires: 12/31/2023. May Not Be Combined With Other Offers. 1

.-‘P-.:#“‘Lﬁ I'l:l . aa

:$300 OFF
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Marketing
Toolbox

Renna Media offers a full
range of marketing services,
in print and online, hyper-
local to regional, for every
budget and market size.

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS

We mail 160,000 newspapers
to every home and business in
24 towns.You can advertise
in any number of towns.
Ads start at $60.

FULL COLOR PRINTING

We print flyers and menus,
full color, two sided,
on coated stock for only
$45 per thousand.

DIREGT MAIL

Insert your flyer into the
newspapers and get it mailed
to every home and business for
$60 per thousand and as low as
$30 per thousand for higher
quantities.

ONLINE MARKETING

Online ads and press releases
designed and placed to drive
traffic to your website and get
your phone ringing.

SOCIAL MEDIA

We can design and/or manage
your social media campaign
from passive to aggressive plans
customized to work within
your budget.

WEBSITE AND
SEO SERVIGES

Start with an audit/analysis

of your website giving you a

report and recommendations
for $250.

It is highly recommended to
have a marketing plan and
budget before spending.

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A
FREE GONSULTATION.
908-447-1295

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY!

Tina Renna 908-418-5586 ¢ tinarenna@rennamedia.com
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 + joerenna@rennamedia.com
202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Online at RennaMedia.com

and NJLocalinfo.com

MEDIA
.COM

Gall today for FREE consult on
marketing and business plans.

Advertise
in 1 or all
24 towns
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DECEMBER EVENTS AT UNION PUBLIC LIBRARY

1060 Stuyvesant Ave, Union® 123 Hilton Ave, Vauxhall, NJ 07088 ® 908-851-5450 ®Email unionpl@uplnj.org ® https://uplnj.org/

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 9 AM - 8 PM; Wednesday, Friday, Saturday: 9 AM - 5 PM; Sunday: Closed

Ring in December at UPL with Music and
Craft from Around the World, Soulsville,

Cooking, Kwanza and More!
Holiday Crafts and Music from Around the
World (Vauxhall Branch)
Sat., 12/2 @ 2-4:00 pm
Join host Susan Justiniano | RescuePoetix,

crafts creator Mwikali Words, poet Yari Pares,

and musician Carol Lester to commemorate
multicultural celebrations within the
community. Family friendly.
Please register early.

Sign up for Affordable Health Care Insurance

(Vauxhall Branch) - Drop-in event
Mon., 12/4 @ 2-6:00 pm

New Jersey Citizen Action provides free

assistance with health care enrollment through
GetCoveredNJ and NJFamilyCare. Services are

provided in English and Spanish.
Practice Your English (Main Library)
Mon., 12/4 @ 6:00pm

Now's your chance to practice your English and
have fun. (Must be able to speak basic English).

Not a formal class.

Walk-In Wednesday: 1-1 Technology
Assistance (Vauxhall Branch)
Wed. 12/6 @ 12:30-2:00 pm

Get help with library resources, including

downloading e-books from Libby and Hoopla,

using the library catalog and resources, and

using the printer, photocopier, and scanner. No

reservations required. Twenty-minute session
per person.
Soulsville, USA (Vauxhall Branch)
Wed., 12/6 @ 6:00 pm
Music historian Vinnie Bruno takes you on a
musical journey of the collaboration between
Atlantic Records and the Stax Volt label. This
partnership is considered one of history's most
important record company collaborations.
Learn how these companies developed the
timeless soul music we still enjoy six decades
later, including Ray Charles, Aretha Franklin,
Wilson Pickett, and countless others.
Union County Department of Aging
(Drop in event at Main Library)
Thurs. 12/7 from 10:00 am-12:00 pm
Do you have questions about services for
seniors or their caregivers? Visit the Aging

Services Kiosk, speak to our specialist, and get
answers to your questions about pharmaceutical

and home energy, USF and cooling assistance,
home care, home-delivered or congregate
meals, Medicaid eligibility, Social Security,
caregiver relief programs, and transportation.
Washington’s Crossing:
The Story that Inspired the Painting (Zoom)
Thurs., 12/17 @ 6:30 pm
Learn about the physically and emotionally
challenging human experiences on December
25-26, 1776, at a critical moment in the
American Revolution War. Presented by
William Kidder, author of Ten Crucial Days:
Washington's Vision for Victory.

positive future. Queen Mother Imakhu will also

Chair Yoga (Main Library)
Thurs., 12/7 @ 10:00 am
Take a deep breath with friends and stretch! For
beginners to professionals. Presented by the
Gateway Family YMCA.
Friends of the Library (Main Library)
Thurs. 12/7 @ 6:00 pm
Join the Friends of the Library for their monthly
meeting. New members are always welcome.
Balance (Main Library)
Wed., 12/13 @ 10:30 am
It's more important than ever to avoid the risks
of falling as we age. Through gentle strength
exercises and stepping strategies, learn to
balance your body in different situations. Give
this popular class a try! Presented by the
Gateway Family YMCA.
Walk-In Wednesday: 1-1 Technology
Assistance (Vauxhall Branch)
Wed., 12/13 @ 12:30-2:30 pm
Get help with library resources, including
downloading e-books from Libby and Hoopla,
using the library catalog and resources, and
using the printer, photocopier, and scanner.
Twenty-minute sessionper person.
Holiday Cooking with Chef Jesse Jones
(Vauxhall Branch)
Wed., 12/13 @ 6:00 pm
Chef Jesse Jones returns for another informative
and tasty cooking demonstration focusing on
holiday cooking. He will show you how to
make "Mommy Smothered Chicken over
Cheese Grits with a Southern twist. Chef Jesse
Jones is a renowned chef and author known for
his modern approach to southern cuisine.
Reservations are required; space is limited.
Meditation (Zoom)
Thursdays @ 11:30 am
Join Bindu Bhatt for a virtual meditation
session. No experience necessary. Bindu has
practiced meditation for over 30 years and
would like to share her insight with you.
Practice Your English (Main Library)
Thurs., 12/14 @ 6
Now's your chance to practice your English and
have fun. (Must be able to speak basic English).
Not a formal class.
Kwanzaa: Zawadi African Dance and Drum
Performance (Vauxhall Branch)
Sat., 12/16 @ 12:00 pm
Newark-based Zawadi African Dance and
Drum will be doing a half hour performance
consisting of drum and dance that will * In-person and Online Lessons
showcase the history of Africa and reconnect
attendees with the ancient culture.
Kwanzaa: A Cultural Roadmap for Success
(Vauxhall Branch)
Sat. 12/16 @ 1:00 pm
Please join us as Queen Mother Imakhu leads
attendees in a lively talk sharing how Africans
throughout the diaspora have created an
inspiring legacy of achievements based on the
power of the Seven Principles, mapping out a

Sign up for Affordable Health Care Insurance
(Drop in at Main Library)
Mon., 12/18 from 3-7:00 pm
New Jersey Citizen Action provides free
assistance with health care enrollment through
GetCoveredNJ and NJFamilyCare. Services are
provided in English and Spanish.
Walk-In Wednesday: 1 on 1 Library Technology
Assistance (Vauxhall Branch)
Wed. 12/20 @ 12:30-2:00 pm
Get help with library resources, including
downloading e-books from Libby and Hoopla,
using the library catalog and resources, and
using the printer, photocopier, and scanner. No
reservation required. Twenty-minute session
per person.
Crocheting for Adults (Vauxhall Branch)
Wed., 12/20 @ 6:00 pm
Please join us as Ms. Lisa Roberts teaches
attendees the basics of learning how to crochet.
Attendees can bring their crochet hooks and
yarn, but supplies will be provided!
Off the Shelf Book Club (Main Library)
Thurs., 12/21 @ 6:30 pm
New members are always welcome. This
month's title is This Tender Land: A Novel by
William Kent Krueger.
Walk-In Wednesday: 1 on 1 Library Technology
Assistance (Vauxhall Branch)
Wed., 12/27 @ 12:30-2:00 pm
Get help with library resources, including
downloading e-books from Libby and Hoopla,
using the library catalog and resources, and
using the printer, photocopier, and scanner. No
reservation required. Twenty-minute session
per person.

=¥
CHESS IN MILLBURN

CHESS ACADEMY

Individual and group lessons
From beginners on up.

Regular classes at
27 Bleeker St., Millburn, NJ

Rated Chess Tournaments
Search us on YouTube: Chess Party

908-416-1695

Visit our website for details and placement test!

ChessinMillburn.com
chessinmillbourn@gmail.com

perform on drums with audience participation.
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CHIMNEY & ROOFING SPECIALISTS

¢ All Work Guaranteed

e 24/7 Emergency Service
¢ 15% Senior Discount

e Major Credit Cards

e NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

Family
Owned &
Operated For
20 Years

MURSELI PRO GONSTRUCTION

908-361-6372

1-800-650-0968

Save $1,000
ON ROOF | | -y
REPLACEMENT RO A KR

CH'MNEYS With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. A
# HomeAdvisor

Some restrictions apply. Expires 12/31/23.
SIDING
You Home Improvement Connection

Ki

& Like us on

MisisiElite

PO R A TR

Brnas b

SUPER
SERVICE
A\ AWARD

=——"———. |Carbon Monoxide
(DANGE is invisible,
e NEW CARBON odorless,
FUNDATIONS MONOXIDE ETTRETNAIRTT

: oWATERPROOFING $600 OFF
NEW SIDING JOB

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Some restrictions apply. Expires 12/31/23.

COMPLETE SET OF STEPS

Up to 6 Feet, 5 Steps / Brick, Limestone & Concrete

Speciat $3,750

Lo DRIVEWAYS
e STEPS

* BRICK & BLOCK

* SIDEWALKS $400 0 F F
* REPAIR ANY FOUNDATION JOB
OF $2000 OR MORE

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Some restrictions apply. Expires 12/31/23.

| » RE-ROOF

: :(El‘(’lvFRl?EoerIRS $3 5 0 0 F F

e SHINGLES
| -rr->"E ANY ROOF REPAIR
of $1,000 or more

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 12/31/23.

CHIMNEY LINER

Speciat $1,300
WHY SHOULD | USE A CHIMINEY LINING SYSTEM? C HIMNEY
* Protect your house from heat transfer combustibles e CLEANING
Bl $350 OFF

¢ Protect the masonry from the corrosive by products of
e REPAIRS

cut I
combustion iessriedlE ANY CHIMNEY REPAIR

e Provide a correctly sized flue for optimum efficiency « CAPPING of $800 or more

of appliance With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 12/31/23.

EEEESEEER

Easy &
@( Effective | | [t S| | [ cLeanine $1 50
. .  INSTALLATION
Cleaning || Long Term Preservation | | |, ScReENING GUTTERS CLEANING
* REPAIRS (Any Average House)

With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires December 31, 2023.

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 12/31/23.

* REPLACEMENTS k=




