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MAILED FREE TO EVERY HOME  
AND BUSINESS IN SCOTCH PLAINS
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Mary DePaola 
Broker Associate 

Personal, 
Professional, Proven 

Coldwell Banker Realty 
209 Central Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090 

Cell: 908-963-8673 (Best #) 
Office: 908-233-5555 

Mary.depaola@cbrealty.com

Make Your Move 
with Mary! TM

Happy Holidays

(above) The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club hosted a Veterans Appreciation lunch  
at their meeting held on Wednesday, November 15, 2023. They honored veterans in the club as well as veterans  

in the local community. Pictured are the veterans who attended.

NEW JERSEY VETERANS NETWORK - HELP US SAVE VETS!
throughout New Jersey. 

Most recently, the NJVN has stepped up recreational 
events and programs such as camping, hiking, movie nights, 
BBQs, and field trips. We are fortunate to have amazing 
partners and volunteers that will help transport our veterans 
to and from the hospitals and shelters. These events allow 
our veterans to feel like they are part of a unit again and are 
not forgotten or abandoned.    

What makes the NJVN unique is its willingness to try 
different things and think outside the box. By asking the 
veterans what they want most, and how we can help them, 
has really made our program a huge success.   

Our next initiative will be the launch of our veteran peer 
support/ mentoring program the "Uniformed Heroes 
Project”. This initiative is a collaboration between the 
military-veteran-first responders groups and organizations. 
Also, it is backed by legislators and numerous charitable 
organizations. The NJVN is currently looking for volunteers 
and groups willing to help us provide our veterans with the 
best help possible.   

If you are interested in filing the team, or would like to 
volunteer, please send us an email at 
NJVNM1775@gmail.com or call directly (973)332-1556.  

Michael D. Boll, Director NJVN 
Everyday 22 veterans take their own lives, unfortunately 

this number hasn’t changed over the years. Several groups 
and organizations have worked tirelessly to combat this 
horrible epidemic. The New Jersey Veterans Network 
(NJVN) is one of those groups that strives to help veterans 
daily to live a better way of life.   

NJVN is a mobile outreach team, that aggressively seeks 
out veterans in need and provides them life changing and 
saving resources. The NJVN is a 501c3 created in 2017 and 
has focused its mission by always putting our veterans first. 
Since the NJVN started thousands of veterans and National 
Guardsmen have been fed, clothed, and provided with various 
personal items. Also, we were able to get 30 veterans newer 
refurbished vehicles through the Recycled Rides program. 
However, the NJVN most important mission is that we save 
lives, just in the past first years alone our team has saved over 
a dozen lives.   

Being a network, the NJVN works with other military, 
veteran, and first responder groups that share the same 
mission. We would never have succeeded without having the 
support and commitment from our partners and sponsors. 
This is vital for the NJVN to be able to help veterans in need 
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Scotch Plains Monthly 
is online at  

www.rennamedia.com 
like us on  

facebook.com/ 
Scotch Plains Monthly

Renna Media LLC, Publishers 
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016 

Scotch Plains Monthly is published by Renna Media. 9,400 
newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every business 
and resident in Scotch Plains, NJ. Although great care has 
been taken to ensure the information contained within is 
accurate, Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or 
omissions.  

©2023 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced 
without written consent from Renna Media LLC. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone 
you know accomplish something amazing? 
We are interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your 
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

 
ADVERTISING 

Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ Scotch Plains Monthly

137 Elmer Street 
Westfield, NJ 07090 
Office: 908-233-9292

Janice Van Der Veken 
Realtor-Associate 
RE/MAX Select 
Cell: 908-577-0824 
JaniceVanDerVekenRealtor@gmail.com

Mary Rittenhouse 
Realtor-Associate 
RE/MAX Select 
Cell: 908-477-4486 
Mary.Ritt@hotmail.com

Select

REDUCED COMMISSION • HOME STAGING SERVICES
Each office is independently  
owned and operated. If your home  
is listed with another broker, this  
is not intended as a solicitation.

SPOT AN OPPORTUNITY 
FOR THE NEW YEAR? 
A New Job, a New Home or a New City? 
If it’s time for a fresh start, or you might want to explore the  
opportunities you have in an upward market, we’d love to connect  
with you and discuss your options. Feel free to give us a Call! 

Warm Wishes for  
a Happy Holiday!

BUILD A BETTER WORLD WITH LEGO
Temple Sholom of Scotch Plains will host its 

annual Chanukah Lego Night on Thursday, 
December 14th from 6 pm to 7:30 pm at Temple 
Sholom, 1925 Lake Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ. 
Back by popular demand, the event is free and 
open to the public. 

Participants are welcome to build as many 
Lego creations as their hearts desire, while 
reveling in dreidel games, enjoying Chanukah 
music. We will enjoy the sweetness of Chanukah 
through good friends and enjoying tasty donuts 
and chocolate gelt. 

In Hebrew, the word “Chanukah” means 
“dedication.” The name reminds us that this 
holiday commemorates the re-dedication of the 
holy Temple in Jerusalem following the Jewish 
victory over the Syrian-Greeks who tried to 
destroy the Jewish population in 165 

B.C.E. Also known as the Festival of Lights, 
the eight-day festival celebrates the triumph of 
light over darkness. 

“While not one of the most important Jewish 
holidays, Chanukah is the most anticipated – and 
a time when friends, family, and community 
come together to celebrate,” said Rabbi Joel 
Abraham of Temple Sholom. “As Jews, we 
believe that it is our duty to build 

a better world. What better way than to start 
with Lego?” 

Space is limited. If you are interested in 
attending please RSVP by Wednesday, 

December 6 at www.sholomnj.org or call 908-
889-4900. 

Temple Sholom’s annual Chanukah Lego 
Night showcases one of the largest collections of 
Legos in Scotch Plains! Play, sing, light the 
menorah, enjoy getting to know the Sholom 
family! 
ABOUT TEMPLE SHOLOM 

Founded in 1913, Temple Sholom is a Reform 
Jewish congregation led by Rabbi Joel N. 
Abraham and Cantor Darcie Sharlein. The 
Temple and its religious school are home to 
about 250 families from the greater Scotch 
Plains-Fanwood area. Temple Sholom is a 
member of the Union for Reform Judaism. It has 
recently become the first synagogue in Union 
County, NJ, to offer a voluntary membership 
contribution model.  

For more information about the temple  
or joining the congregation,  
please call 908-889-4900,  
e-mail sholom@sholomnj.org  
or visit www.sholomnj.org.
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ROTARY LUMINARY SALES
During the month of December, the Fanwood-

Scotch Plains Rotary club will sell Luminaries at 
the Fanwood Department of Public Works on 
Manfra Way, off of North Avenue. The sale dates 
are December 9-10, December 16-17 from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. and December 24 – 9 a.m. to 12 
p.m.  

The luminary kits cost $1 per kit in all 
quantities and include paper bags, candles and 
sand. Customers are encouraged to bring 
buckets, boxes or plastic bags to transport the 
sand. Payments can be made by cash, check or 
Venmo. Contact-less pickup will be available; 
customers can call the number listed on the 
whiteboard to place orders or pick up orders.   

Pre-orders placed prior to December 8th will 
be discounted to $0.75 a kit. See the Rotary 
website for additional information regarding 
online purchases: fsprotary.org. 

Luminaries are traditionally used to 
illuminate the streets on Christmas Eve. A 
candle is nestled in sand at the bottom of a paper 
bag and placed along sidewalks to create a 
beautiful walkway. The candles are then lit at 
dusk on Christmas Eve. Some neighborhoods in 
the area get together and buy hundreds of kits to 
create an amazing display.  

All proceeds from the sale will be used to 
fund the various charitable and humanitarian 

projects that Rotary supports, both locally and 
internationally.   

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club has 
been serving the community since 1938. The 
club meets at 12:15 p.m. on the second and third 
Wednesdays of every month at the Stage House 
Restaurant. On the fourth Wednesday of the 
month, the club meets at Darby Road at 6:30 
p.m. Guests are invited to attend and learn about 
the good that Rotary is doing worldwide. For 
further information about the Fanwood-Scotch 
Plains Rotary club, go to fsprotary.org or visit 
their Facebook page: Fanwood-Scotch Plains 
Rotary Club.

• Wreaths & Garlands 
• Outdoor Decorations 
• And Much More

19th Annual 

CHRISTMAS 
WAREHOUSE SALE 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
ARTIFICIAL CHRISTMAS TREES

Up to 15’

$10 off $50 (before tax) 
$20 off $100 (before tax) 
One coupon per customer. Can not be  

combined with any other offer. 

3614 Kennedy Road 
South Plainfield, NJ 
10 am to 4 pm – 7 days a week 

(closed Thanksgiving Day)

Cash No Checks 

y [ 
All Sales Final

Can’t get a trial date? 
We can help. 

Mediate – Arbitrate 
(908) 645-1000 

www.lawlawfirm.comJeralyn Lawrence, Esq.
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OVERWHELMED BY THE THOUGHT  
OF SELLING YOUR HOME! 

We Fix, Paint, Refresh, Clean and Stage 
your property to get it ready to sell.

Our "PREP to SOLD" PACKAGES range  
from 1 Day, 3 Day or 5 Day options  

with FREE Staging Included. 
Choose either option:  

A) Done with you or B) Done for you

We can work side-by-side or just hand us the keys  
so that you can focus on your next adventure! 

- No guesswork 
- No stress and overwhelm 
- No chasing contractors 
- No wondering if your money is well spent

Compass is a licensed real estate broker, licensed to do business as Compass RE in Delaware, Idaho, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania and Tennessee, Compass Realty Group in Kansas and Missouri, Compass South Carolina, LLC in South 

Carolina, and Compass Real Estate in Washington, DC., Idaho and Wyoming and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.

Short Hills Office • 973.310.6816 
1200 Morris Turnpike, Suite 3005, Short Hills NJ 07078

20 + years of Real Estate Sales  
Experience. We work together as One 

Team so that you can experience 
freedom and ease while getting you  

the highest price for your home.

THE QUINN TEAM 
Delia, Sean & Gretchen 

908.377.7058 
QuinnTeam@Compass.com

Book your call at www.PrepToSold.com or 
Call or text “PreptoSold” 908-377-7058 

Call within the next 7 days and get free information  
on how to access up to $25,000 to smooth out 

any expenses related to the preparation and sale of your home. 
Avoid unexpected out-of-pocket expenses due to home inspection surprises! 

No need to see your house in advance. No need to prep it for a visit.

We also offer  
• Estate sale 
• Junk removal 
• Home Depot Pro discounts 
• licensed contractors
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SHINING STARS CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR – DEC. 2ND
noted Shining Stars founder and show director 
Sally Curci. “We are so excited to bring a new 
show to the stage and cannot wait to connect with 
our incredible audience again to celebrate the 
holiday season.” 

Shining Stars Network is wrapping up their 
biggest year yet, which included their annual 
“Evening of Shining Stars” Spring Show, their 
Broadway debut at the Gershwin Theatre, and 
their impressive main stage debut at the iconic 
Paper Mill Playhouse. 

The Shining Stars performed “This Is Me” on 
Broadway as part of the Arts for Autism concert 
and soon after, took the Paper Mill stage to 
present The Greatest Show, a history-making 
performance which was the first full production 
of performers with special needs in Paper Mill 
history. 

“Shining Stars Network is not only about 

performing, but more importantly we’re about 
building self-confidence and self-esteem,” said 
Shining Stars co-director Nicole Greene. “Our 
cast members are not only talented, but inspire us 
every day, and we are all very excited about 
seeing our cast take the stage again to share 
another magical night with the audience.”  

Tickets are on sale now at UCPAC.org. For 
groups of 10 or more, email 
shiningstarsnetwork@gmail.com. 

The night will also feature a Tricky Tray and 
50/50 raffle. Doors will open at 6:00 p.m. 

Shining Stars Network is a 501(c)3 not for 
profit organization based in Cranford, N.J. that 
offers opportunities in the performing arts for the 
special needs community. 

For more information on Shining Stars 
Network or to make a donation, please visit 
shiningstarsnetwork.org.

With cast members from all over Union 
County and beyond, the Shining Stars Network 
has been producing live programming for the 
special needs community for eleven years. 

Celebrate the holiday season when the Shining 
Stars take the stage for their 2023 Christmas 
Spectacular” set for Saturday, December 2nd, 
2022, at 7:00 p.m. 

The show will take place on the main stage at 
the historic Union County Performing Arts 
Center in Rahway as this talented cast sings and 
dances to your holiday favorites. 

This year’s Christmas Spectacular marks the 
return of the Shining Stars to one of the most 
beautiful theaters in New Jersey and will feature 
35 special needs cast members and their 
volunteer buddies from local high schools, who 
serve as mentors to the cast during rehearsals. 

Two previous Shining Stars shows at UCPAC 
drew more than 1,000 audience members for 
each performance, and already, the buzz is 
building in the community. 

“We’re so excited to ring in the holiday 
season,” noted Shining Stars Network founder 
and President Mike Curci. “Our stars are ready 
to share their smiles, energy and amazing talents 
with everyone. This will be a great way to cap off 
our 11th year.” 

“We strongly believe in creating an inclusive 
environment for our cast, and our buddies are an 
integral part of the Shining Stars experience,” 
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HEAR YE! HEAR YE! 
COME ONE! COME ALL! 

Fanwood/Scotch Plains Historical Society

You are invited to the Osborn Cannonball 
House for the annual open house and Christmas 
party on Sunday, December 3rd, 2023 from 2 – 4 
p.m. Located at 1840 Front St in Scotch Plains. 
Join us for hot mulled cider along with goodies 
to eat. Featured is our Victorian Christmas tree 
and 1800s winter clothing display. Join us for 
caroling around our restored 1885 Mason and 
Hamlin reed pump organ. Costumed guides will 
conduct tours. The museum will be closed for 
January and February. It will reopen Sunday, 
March 3rd in the New Year.

ANNUAL HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Thrift Shop 

Looking for brand new items at a very 
reasonable price point to round out your holiday 
gift list, or to use as stocking stuffers? Mark 
Tuesday, November 28 for the start of the annual 
Holiday Boutique at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains 
Thrift Shop. That’s when shelves are stocked 
with new items generously donated to the shop 
all year and set aside for just for this purpose. 

From clothing to crafts to candles and more, 
the Holiday Boutique is a great opportunity to 
find presents for under the tree, to stuff in 
stockings, to mark Hanukkah or Kwanza, or even 
to re-donate to your favorite charities. You can 
also find a wide assortment of new and gently 
used holiday décor along with the regularly 
replenished clothing, shoes, bric-a-brac, linens, 
household goods, toys, games, books and DVDs 
that are consistently displayed. 

The Thrift Shop is located at 1741 East Second 
Street in Scotch Plains and is open Tuesday 

through Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., and 
Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Children are 
welcome provided they are accompanied by an 
adult. Bringing a child to the store to have them 
pick out presents for their family or friends is a 
great way to teach them the value of money while 
encouraging them to take pride in picking out 
presents on their own. 

Also note that a gift bought at the Thrift Shop 
has twice the impact—one to your recipient and 
another to our community. All store proceeds 
outside of operating expenses are donated by the 
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service League to local 
non-profit organizations or used for student 
scholarships. What a great way to spread holiday 
cheer and to support the spirit of giving!  

To learn more about the Service League, 
volunteer opportunities and types of donations 
accepted call the store during Thrift Shop 
business hours: 908-322-5420. You can also visit 
on-line scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com.

(above) November 28th starts the annual 
Holiday Boutique at the Fanwood-Scotch 

Plains Thrift Shop.
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1043 Raritan Rd., Clark, NJ 07066 
www.nespinecenter.com 

Call 732-827-0800 
for your RISK-FREE Consultation!

Northeast 
Spine& 

Wellness 
Center

BLUE ENVELOPE POLICE 
PROGRAM FOR 

AUTISTIC RESIDENTS
The Blue Envelope Program is accessible to all 

Union County residents on the Autism Spectrum. 
Residents can obtain a Blue Envelope at their 
local police departments throughout the county. 

The Blue Envelope Program introduces a 
simple yet effective tool that contains essential 
information for drivers with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder. This includes a copy of their driver’s 
license, vehicle registration, insurance details, 
and an emergency contact card. Additionally, the 
envelope provides clear instructions to drivers on 
how to navigate a traffic stop and interact with 
law enforcement officers in a manner that 
promotes clarity and safety. 

Key features of the Blue Envelope Program 
include: 
• Specialized Training: Every officer in Union 

County, including local officers in all 21 
municipalities, will undergo specialized 
training to develop a deeper understanding of 
Autism Spectrum Disorder and the best 
practices for engaging with individuals during 
traffic stops. 

• Communication Facilitation: Drivers with 
Autism Spectrum Disorder can present the 
blue envelope to the officer upon being 
stopped, allowing officers to quickly 
recognize the situation and adapt their 
approach accordingly. 

• Essential Information: The envelope includes 
guidance for officers to simplify requests and 
minimize the risk of misunderstandings or 
potential escalation. Additionally, officers are 
advised to contact the person listed on the 
emergency contact card for assistance if 
needed. 

• Verbal or Nonverbal Indication: A checked-off 
box on the envelope indicates whether the 
driver is verbal or nonverbal, which aids 
officers in communicating effectively. 
“Every single police department in Union 

County is proud to be a part of this initiative,” 
said Elizabeth Police Chief Giacomo Sacca and 
President of the Union County Police Chief’s 
Association.  “Our officers have undergone 
thorough briefings and trainings to ensure they 
are well-versed in the proper protocols, and they 
are eager to put their training into action.” 

For information on this program in your town, 
contact your local Police Department's 
Community Outreach Unit.
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ASSUMPTION CHURCH 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
The Church of the Assumption in Roselle Park, 

in conjunction with Catholic Charities of the 
Archdiocese of Newark, is coordinating a 
Christmas Concert on Wednesday evening, 
December 6th @ 7 PM. 

New Jersey’s own Chris Pinnella and His 
Quartet will be performing an array of Christmas 
and Holiday Classics.  Chris is a world class 
vocalist who has been compared to Josh Groban 
and Micheal Buble. 

All proceeds from the concert will benefit 
Assumption Church and Catholic Charities. 

Tickets in advance are $20, and can be 
purchased via the Rectory or by visiting 
assumption23.givesmart.com    Tickets at the 
door will be $25. 

Sponsorships are also available. 
For more information contact Peter Ruccione 

@ 973-818-4060. pruccione@ccannj.org

GINGERBREAD SUNDAY, DEC. 3RD
The Miller Cory House Museum 

Spicy sweet gingerbread is a special part of the 
holiday season. Children will make a decorative, 
non-edible gingerbread house and listen to 
“gingery” stories. We will also be demonstrating 
and offering visitors a chance make orange 
pomanders, which have been decking the halls 
since the Victorian era, but date back to medieval 
times. Members of the Cooking Committee will 
be in the Frazee House preparing early American 
recipes using ginger over the open hearth. 
Suggested age: 3 (with assistance for crafts) 
through elementary school. $5 per child; 
accompanying adults free. Reservations are 
required. Call the museum at 908-232-1776 or 
email millercorymuseum@gmail.com to place 
yours. Please include your phone number in the 
email. 

Since 1968, the 501(c)(3) non-profit Miller 
Cory House Museum/Westfield Historical 
Society has worked to preserve, interpret and 
encourage interest in history, Westfield, and its 

residents through educational efforts and 
community outreach programs. For more 
information vsiit millercoryhouse.com or 
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org and like us on 
Facebook, and follow us on Instagram.
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CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 800-206-8529

$350-$450

$250-$350

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12/31/23.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12/31/23.

FOUNDATION REPAIRS BEFORE & AFTER

CHIMNEY LINERS

SLATE ROOF SPANISH STYLE ROOF NEW STEPS

CHIMNEY REPAIRS SHINGLE ROOF FLAT TOP ROOF

24/7 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE ANY ROOF REPAIR

ANY CHIMNEY JOB

$800OFF ANY NEW 
ROOF JOB

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 12/31/23.

15% SENIOR CITIZEN 
DISCOUNT

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12/31/23.

CHIMNEY CLEANING
STARTING AT $150
MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12/31/23.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12/31/23.

$300OFF ANY JOB
of $2,000 or more

OFF

100% 
Financing 

Available
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Florist: 908-322-7691 • Landscaping: 908-322-6762

211 Union Ave 
@ Rt 22 East 

Scotch Plains

Serving The Community For Over 100 YearsOPEN UNTIL 9 pm: Nov 24, Until Dec 23 • Dec 24 until 2 pm 
www.ponziosflorist.com

• CHRISTMAS TREES - Balsam Fraser and Concolor Fir 
• Handmade Grave Covers and Wreaths • Holiday decorations 

• CANDLES • Holiday floral arrangements  
• FIREWOOD and firewood accessories

Like us on  
Facebook

New Jersey Intergenerational Orchestra will be 
entertaining families on Sunday, December 10, 
2023 with a free concert of seasonal holiday 
favorites. The concert will be from 2pm to 3pm 
at the Lawton C. Johnson Summit Middle 
School, 272 Morris Avenue, Summit, NJ. 
Families with children of all ages are invited to 
come and join in the fun! 

NJIO’s three orchestral ensembles will 
combine to perform music by Strauss, Mozart, 
Brahms, and more! The concert concludes with 
Leroy Anderson’s exciting Sleigh Ride, with 
percussion accompaniment provided by the 
youngest members of the audience! 

The concert is free and open to the public. 
Donations are gratefully accepted. 

Following the concert, the famous NJIO 

Instrument Petting Zoo returns! Experienced 
NJIO musicians will guide young audience 
members and assist them in safely trying out the 
instrument of their dreams. Instruments are 
loaned by Elefante Music of New Providence and 
Scotch Plains. 

Concert Details: 
Sunday, December 10, 2023 at 2 pm 

Lawton C. Johnson Summit Middle School 
272 Morris Avenue 
Summit, NJ 07901 
Admission is free;  

donations are gratefully accepted. 
This concert is made possible by funds from: 

the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, a 
partner agency of the National Endowment for 
the Arts; Frank and Lydia Bergen Foundation; 
The Lillian Schenck Foundation; The Henry S. 
and Agnes M. Truzack Foundation; Investors 

NJIO PRESENTS FREE FAMILY HOLIDAY CONCERT IN SUMMIT

(above) Young audience members get to try out 
orchestra instruments at NJIO’s Holiday 

Concert Instrument Petting Zoo. Instruments 
are loaned by Elefante Music.

Foundation; Standish Foundation; and many 
other generous supporters. NJIO is a proud 
participating organization in the Families First 
Discovery Pass Program, a program of the NJ 
Departments of Health and Human Services. 

NJIO is committed to ensuring that its 
programs and concerts are accessible. For more 
information regarding the concert or to inquire 
about patron services, please contact NJIO at 
info@njio.org, or visit NJIO’s website njio.org. 

New Jersey Intergenerational Orchestra, now 
in its 30th season, has been nationally recognized 
as a leader in intergenerational excellence 
through its unique approach to teaching musical 
performance and as a model for intergenerational 
orchestras across the country. Depending on 
space availability, NJIO welcomes new members 
of all ages and abilities each concert period to one 
of its several orchestras - no auditions needed! 

NJIO’s 30th anniversary season will continue 
with two more concerts: 

 
NJIO’S WINTER CONCERT 

Sunday, February 25, 2024, 3 pm 
Dolan Performance Hall, 

Saint Elizabeth University, 
Morristown, NJ 

 
NJIO’S SPRING CONCERT 

followed by 30th Anniversary 
Celebration! 

Sunday, April 21, 2024, 3 pm 
Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church,  

Plainfield, NJ
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CHIMNEY & ROOFING SPECIALISTS
Family 

Owned & 
Operated For 

20 Years

ROOFING

MASONRY

GUTTERS

CHIMNEY
• CLEANING 
• RE-LINE 
• REPAIRS 
• REBUILD 
• CAPPING

• CLEANING 
• INSTALLATION 
• SCREENING 
• REPAIRS 
• REPLACEMENTS

• RE-ROOF 
• NEW ROOF 
• ROOF REPAIRS 
• SHINGLES 
• FLAT ROOF

• Protect your house from heat transfer combustibles 
• Protect the masonry from the corrosive by products of 

combustion 
• Provide a correctly sized flue for optimum efficiency 

of appliance

CHIMNEY LINER 

        $1,300
WHY SHOULD I USE A CHIMNEY LINING SYSTEM?

COMPLETE SET OF STEPS 
Up to 6 Feet, 5 Steps / Brick, Limestone & Concrete 

    $3,750

Carbon Monoxide  
is invisible, 
odorless,  

and can kill you!

You Home Improvement Connection

ROOFING

CHIMNEYS

GUTTERS

SIDING

MASONRY

STEPS FOUNDATIONS

MURSELI PRO CONSTRUCTION 

908-361-6372 
1-800-650-0968

• All Work Guaranteed 
• 24/7 Emergency Service 
• 15% Senior Discount 
• Major Credit Cards 
• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

$600 OFF 
NEW SIDING JOB 

 With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Some restrictions apply. Expires 12/31/23.

$400 OFF 
ANY FOUNDATION JOB  

OF $2000 OR MORE 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Some restrictions apply. Expires 12/31/23.

$150 
GUTTERS CLEANING 

(Any Average House) 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 12/31/23.

$350 OFF 
ANY ROOF REPAIR 
of $1,000 or more 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Expires 12/31/23.

$350 OFF 
ANY CHIMNEY REPAIR 

of $800 or more 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 12/31/23.

• DRIVEWAYS 
• STEPS 
• BRICK & BLOCK 
• SIDEWALKS 
• REPAIR

FOUNDATION
• NEW  

FUNDATIONS 
• REPAIRS 
• WATERPROOFING

Save $1,000 
ON ROOF 

REPLACEMENT 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Some restrictions apply. Expires 12/31/23.

With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires December 31, 2023.

BEFORE AFTER

Easy & 
Effective 
Cleaning Long Term Preservation

Special

Special
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VETERANS KILLED IN WORLD WAR II AND KOREA TO BE HONORED
Board and a retired colonel in the U.S. Marines 
Corps, said: “It is becoming increasingly difficult 
to track down the information about these 
veterans and any remaining family relatives who 
can attend the ceremony.” 

Zoganas said the committee uses Ancestry.com 
and other online tools to find descendants. “We 
continue to look to honor any person or families 
who fit the guidelines,” he added, noting the 
Veterans Advisory Board can be contacted 
through the Township’s administrative offices, 
reaching Margaret Heisey at 
mheisey@scotchplainsnj.com, or 908-322-6700 
ext 314. 

Councilwoman Elizabeth Stamler, liaison to 
the Veterans Advisory Board, said Zoganas and 
other local veterans should be commended for 
their efforts to honor and remember fallen 
soldiers from wars that occurred generations ago. 
“Even though these heroes from our community 
died in battle some 80 years ago, their time for 
recognition is now,” Stamler said. “They should 
remain an ever-present reminder of patriotism 
and their willingness to make the ultimate 
sacrifice in the name of freeedom.” 

Mayor Josh Losardo added that the stories of 
these fallen soldiers should also serve as a 
learning tool for the youngest residents of Scotch 
Plains. “Our children should learn there are no 
real winners in war,” the mayor said. “It should 
not be glorified, especially during these turbulent 
times. Instead, the brave men and women from 
Scotch Plains who served and sacrificed should 
be remembered for their courage, dedication and 
true love of country.” 

Initiated during World War I, the title “Gold 
Star” distinguishes a family member who lost a 
loved one in military service. Today, immediate 
family members (parent, sibling, spouse, or child) 
receive a Gold Star from the U.S. Department of 
Defense to honor those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice. 

Here are the names of the 10 Scotch Plains 
Fallen Heroes to be honored on Dec. 16: 
• U.S. Navy Specialist Rudolf Bochkay,  

killed January 5, 1944, World War II 
• U.S. Army Master Sgt. Alfred Borman,  

killed October 27, 1943, World War II 
• U.S. Army Sgt. Louis Checchio,  

killed July 20, 1944, World War II 
• U.S. Army Sgt. Nick D’Addamio,  

killed Sept. 8, 1944, World War II 
• U.S. Army Private Leroy Mack,  

killed in April 23,1951, Korea 
• U.S. Marine Private First Class Carroll Meyer,  

killed Feb. 1, 1944, Word War II 
• U.S. Army Cpl. Andrew Smith,  

killed Dec. 10, 1944, World War II 
• U.S. Navy Fireman Harry Stocker,  

killed Aug. 7, 1942, World War II 
• U.S. Army Private Leonard Velard,  

killed Jan. 16, 1945, World War II 
• U.S. Army Second Lt. Albert Von Block,  

killed July 17, 1944, World War II 
The Veterans Advisory Board is now focused 

on programming in 2024, serving as an ongoing 
conduit for municipal leaders to be informed 
about issues and concerns impacting local 
veterans and the many organizations and citizens 
who support them.

Scotch Plains Township 
The Veterans Advisory Board is seeking family 

members to join in a December 16, 2023, 
ceremony to honor fallen heroes. 

When Scotch Plains launched its Veterans 
Advisory Board in May 2022, one of its goals 
was to ensure every local veteran who lost his life 
in combat or is missing in action would receive 
special recognition. 

There have been five “Gold Star” families / 
Fallen Heroes honored to date, with ceremonies 
held and street sign “toppers” placed where the 
fallen heroes had lived in Scotch Plains at the 
time of their enlistment. 

The ceremonies include participation from 
Scotch Plains’ elected officials and other 
dignitaries, local veterans and their families. The 
American Legion Post 209, based on Park 
Avenue, coordinates all aspects of the ceremony, 
providing an honor guard and rifle salute, in 
tribute. Then, township leaders and family 
members unveil the street sign toppers, featuring 
the name of the veteran. In addition, the 
Township Council issues a proclamation, 
honoring the fallen hero for their ultimate 
sacrifice in combat. 

There are an estimated 15 more Gold Star 
families that need to be honored. But volunteers 
with the Veterans’ Advisory Board say that is not 
an easy task. These veterans fought in World War 
I and II as well as the Korean conflict; many of 
their extended family members are deceased, 
unknown or have moved away from Scotch 
Plains decades ago. 

Regardless, the Veterans Advisory Board in 
conjunction with American Legion Post 209 are 
planning to honor 10 at one time, asking the 
public for any information that may be available, 
as well as locating surviving relatives. The fallen 
heroes are to be honored with street signs during 
the Wreaths Across America event, set for 12 
p.m. December 16, 2023, at the Scotch Plains 
Baptist Church and the hope is that relatives and 
friends can be in attendance. 

The remaining five veterans are to be honored 
during Memorial Day events next year. 

Kon Zoganas, chair of the Veterans Advisory 

908-322-7800 
567 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains NJ 
www.njdentalcare.com/dentures 
Most Insurances Accepted • Interest Free Financing

If your dentures … 
• Are loose 
• Over 5 years old 
• Have been repaired many times 
Or . . . 
• You would like to improve your smile 
Then call . . . 
• For an appointment today!  

The doctors at Dentalcare Associates  
will provide all your denture needs.

IT’S TIME FOR NEW DENTURES!

ASK ABOUT IMPLANT 
SUPPORTED DENTURES.

1 HOUR DENTURE REPAIRS    •    LABORATORY ON PREMISES 
3 HOUR LAB RELINES • ALL REPAIRS SCHEDULE PERMITTING

15% SENIOR COURTESY 
Reg. $2995-$3200 per arch. Additional fees may occur for individual cases. 

Present this ad. Not valid with other offers or PPO insurance. Exp. 3/31/24 RN
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908-251-9441 
Mrhandyman.com

On Time. Done right. 
Guaranteed.

10% OFF LABOR
On labor only, materials not included. Cannot  
be combined with other offers. Exp. 12/31/23.

2,500+ Positive Online Reviews 
Fully Insured 

License number: 13VH09897400

• Windows 

• Doors 

• Flooring 

• Drywall 

• Masonry 

• Aging In Place Certified 

• Interior and Exterior Carpentry 

• Friendly/Helpful Office Staff

REPAIR AND REMODEL SERVICES

(above) The Summit Old Guard has 19 activity 
and interest groups. During a Nov. 3rd fishing 

outing Bob Eng, along with Joe Geist, Joe 
Corona, and Marv Gersten all landed some 

sizeable striped bass for dinner and the freezer. 
Besides fishing, members golf weekly, play 
bocce followed by lunch, discuss the latest 

technology issues, and much more.
Courtesy photo

SUMMIT OLD GUARD DECEMBER SPEAKERS PROGRAM

professional experience with water. He also 
enjoys a variety of beverages comprised largely 
of water. 

December 19th will be our last meeting of the 
year. We always try to make it a little special and 
a little festive. This year we will feature Joe 
Regan, a well-known cabaret singer and pianist 
we have always enjoyed, and he’ll appear with a 
repertoire of popular standards and holiday 
songs. There will be special refreshments and 
decorations, and the bigger the turnout the better 
it will be. Join us for the music, snacks, and SOG 
bonhomie. 

Past speakers and much more can be viewed 
at SummitOldGuard.org but we encourage 
people to drop in on our meetings which take 
place at the church at 10:00 a.m. most Tuesdays. 
“Come for the Speakers. Stay for the Friends.” 
We look forward to meeting you.

(above, l-r) Bill Freund, Mitch Erickson,  
and Joe Regan

The Summit Old Guard was founded in 1930 
and meets most Tuesdays at the New Providence 
Presbyterian Church located at 1307 Springfield 
Ave. Our motto is “Come for the Programs. Stay 
for the Friends.” Please join us. Our programs are 
free to the public, and we welcome you! 

December speakers include Bill Freund, Mitch 
Erickson, and a special event featuring Joe 
Regan. 

On December 5th, Summit Old Guard 
member, Bill Freund, will tell us about fleeing 
Nazi Germany with his family in 1936 at age 11. 
A refugee doesn’t look for happiness, only 
survival. He was a shoe-shine boy, learned 
English, and attended school. He eventually 
earned a PhD from Columbia and became Chief 
Economist at the New York Stock Exchange. He 
wrote several professional books and later, two 
children’s stories, including one about a cookie 
that played a central role in his life. We’ll hear 
the remarkable life story of one of our most 
notable members. 

On December 12th, another distinguished Old 
Guard member, Mitch Erickson will review the 
science, biology, and environmental and social 
uses of water as a parable of the intersection of 
science, environment, policy, recreation, safety, 
climate change, and social justice that affects all 
8 billion of us. It is important to be informed 
about the fundamental properties of H2O to 
participate in societal discussions. Mitch is an 
environmental chemist with a lifetime of 

ELECTRICAL REPAIR • CONTROL WIRING • CIRCUIT BREAKERS 
ELECTRICAL PANELS • SMART HOME SERVICES • BOILERS  

EV CHARGER INSTALLATION • SMOKE DETECTORS
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT - 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

201-600-3530 
Short Circuit Specialists

FREE ESTIMATES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

All Phases of 
Electrical Work

Lic.# 
888400

Bonded 
& Insured
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a u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile 
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall  

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical 
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Electrical Lic. # 14616  
& Plumbing w #8660

SERVING THE NEEDS OF 
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES

their work environment and the expectations of 
their potential job.  
ABOUT INROADS TO OPPORTUNITIES:  

Since 1959, Inroads to Opportunities, 
formerly the Occupational Center of Union 
County, has provided programs and services to 
over 400 individuals each year with all types of 
disabilities and ranging in age from 16 through 
retirement. Programs and services include 
vocational preparation, transition from school to 
work, job placement and mental health services. 
For more information visit: 
inroadsto.org/contact-us 

Inroads to Opportunities is accredited by the 
Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation 
Facilities (CARF), an approved provider of the 
NJ Department of Labor, Division of Vocational 
Rehabilitation Services and Commission of the 
Blind and Visually Impaired.  Inroads is licensed 
by the State of New Jersey Department of 
Human Services, NJ Division of Mental Health 
and Addiction Services to provide partial care 
and the NJ Department of Developmental 
Disabilities to provide Day Habilitation 
Services. Inroads is an approved Medicaid 
provider, an approved Employment Network 
under the Ticket to Work Social Security 
initiative and an approved Benefits Planning and 
Counseling Service through the Division of 
Vocational Rehabilitation Services.

(above) For over 35 years, Michele Ford has 
dedicated her life to serving the needs of 
individuals with disabilities. A life-long 

advocate, Michele has been a champion for this 
most vulnerable population by serving on the 
Union County Nonprofit Consortium, Union 
County Crisis Consortium and most recently 

addressing members of the US Commission on 
Civil Rights in Washington, D.C. to raise 

awareness of choice in defense of employment 
options for individuals with disabilities.

Inroads to Opportunities 
Michele Ford, President & CEO, Inroads To 

Opportunities, was recently interviewed on 
106.7 Lite FM, “Get Connected," with Host 
Nina Del Rio. Inroads to Opportunities is a 
Union County, NJ based non-profit human 
services agency, that provides programs and 
services to individuals with disabilities. 

In a wide-ranging conversation, Ford covered 
what drew her to advocacy, her experiences and 
vast responsibilities at Inroads. Ford is dedicated 
to the success of each participant and noted that 
Inroads is one of the most diverse workplaces to 
be employed. 

During National Autism Awareness Month,  
Inroads expands their already robust outreach to 
increase awareness for individuals with autism 
who are seeking employment. Ford mentions 
45% of Inroads participants that transition from 
their school to work program are on the autism 
spectrum, but yet in the employment world 85% 
of people with autism and other disabilities are 
unemployed. This is a huge statistic and obstacle 
that Inroads seeks to turn around.  

According to Ford, “Our participants bring 
such an enrichment to our setting…we really 
need employers to open their doors just for 
practice, just to let someone come in and try.” 
Exposure is necessary for these prospective 
employees to have a better understanding of 

I BUY OLD MOTORCYCLES 
All Types - Running or Not

Call or Text Glenn 
732-556-7636

Same Day Pick-up 
We Pay Cash

Also Looking for  
Honda Elements 
Toyota Camrys 

and Lexus

ESTATE SALES
Rahway Auction/Gilded Lillie 
1433 Main St., Rahway, NJ 
732-669-7528 
RahwayAuction@aol.com 
1 On-Line Auctions 
1 Clean-outs 

Over 50 Years Experience
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973-951-0606 
FULLY INSURED • LIC: 13VH12858300 • 1980 Springfield Ave 9A, Maplewood NJ 

Xhrishomeimprovements.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
4 Pressure Washing 

4 Power Sanding / Stripping Wood 

4 Caulking / Glazing / Skim Coating 

4 Deck Preparation, Sealing & Staining 

4 Spackling/Drywall / Plaster Repair 

4 Wallpaper Removal & Sizing 

4 Floor Refinishing / Installation 

Custom Cabinets / Built-Ins and Closets 

Woodwork and Millwork of All Kinds 

Windows & Doors Replacement 

Gutter Replacement / Repair 

Decks / Railings / Fences

HOUSE PAINTERS & CARPENTRY
REPAIRS & RENOVATIONS

THE TINY TIM FUND NEEDS VOLUNTEERS 
& DONATIONS

year’s fundraiser are being requested during the 
holiday season and are also greatly appreciated 
at any time during the year. 

To register a carol group and receive more 
information about Carol Night or to volunteer to 
deliver solicitation letters, please contact 
Barbara at 732-259-6348 or Mari at 908-917-
5979. 

The Tiny Tim Fund is administered by a 
volunteer Board of Trustees which consists of 
Fanwood and Scotch Plains citizens from varied 
sections of the community. There are no 
administrative fees. All collected contributions 
are dispersed for children’s needs. 

Donations from local citizens as well as from 
civic and service organizations will enable the 
Tiny Tim Fund to continue supporting families 
in our local community. The trustees are hopeful 
that members of the community who have 
generously supported the Fund in the past, will 
make it possible for the Tiny Tim Fund to 
continue to provide assistance to current cases as 
well as to accept new requests for financial 
assistance during the coming year. 

Donations can be sent directly to the Tiny Tim 
Fund. Checks made out to The Tiny Tim Fund 
can be mailed to: The Tiny Tim Fund, PO Box 
181, Fanwood, NJ 07023.

The Tiny Tim Fund is a registered NJ non-
profit Corporation 501 (c)(3) that raises funds to 
provide financial assistance to help families pay 
for the medical expenses of children in Fanwood 
and Scotch Plains including doctors, dentists, 
and psychological testing. The organization has 
been assisting local families since 1983. 

This year there are two ways that volunteers 
can help the members of the Tiny Tim Fund 
Board raise funds to be able to continue our 
mission. 

This year the Tiny Tim Fund Board is inviting 
members of the community who have enjoyed 
the tradition of caroling on Tiny Tim Carol 
Night and spreading holiday cheer while 
solicitating donations, to form a group and 
commit to caroling on December 7th. A carol 
group can be made up of family members, 
neighbors, co-workers, scout groups, church 
organizations etc. A group can also select a date 
to carol that is more convenient if needed. 

Since carol groups will not be able to reach all 
neighborhoods in Fanwood and Scotch Plains, 
volunteers are needed to help distribute letters 
requesting financial support to homes during 
November and December. Carol Night in 
combination with the letter campaign will be the 
organization’s sole fundraiser. Donations for this 

PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH THRIFT SHOP
The Fanwood Presbyterian Church thrift shop 

is a good place to shop, and a great place to 
volunteer. It isn’t just bags of use clothing. It’s 
more than that. There are many one-of-a-kind 
items and new items there too. It’s a comfortable 
place to browse, have a friendly conversation 
with volunteers and customers, and find some 
great bargains. All proceeds from the shop are 
donated to local nonprofit organizations.  

This little treasure is hidden at the back of the 
church's educational building with the entrance 
on McDermott Place. Their shop is open on 
Wednesdays from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. for shopping 
and donations. Come, find us! Fanwood 
Presbyterian Church is at 74 South Martine Ave, 
Fanwood. With side streets Marion Ave., 
LaGrande Ave. and Mac Dermott Place.

(908) 276-5367 
(201) 666-0003 

358 North Avenue East 
Cranford, NJ 

www.reynolds-plumbing.net

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Lou DiFabio 
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio 
Lic. #11749

REYNOLDS PLUMBING
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EXPERIENCE: EARTH MAMA SCREENING

CASA of Essex County is thrilled to 
announce the upcoming screening of "Earth 
Mama.” Prepare for a thought-provoking 
cinematic journey that delves into the 
complexities of the foster care system. The film 
unravels the heartache and resilience within the 
foster care system, focusing on the life of a 
pregnant single mother who seeks solace and 
strength in her Bay Area community. As she 
navigates the daunting challenges before her, 
she must make life-altering decisions that will 
shape the destiny of her family. 

Following the screening, we are delighted to 
present an exclusive Q&A session with the 
brilliant Director and Writer, Savanah Leaf. The 
discussion will be expertly moderated by 
Michelle Miller, distinguished CBS Anchor and 
New York Times Best-Selling Author of 

"Belonging." 
Screening Details: Date: December 6th; 

Time: 7:00 p.m.; Venue: The Claridge, 
Montclair, NJ 

Rating: R (Some Drug Use|Language|Sexual 
References|Nudity) 

For more information and to secure your 
complimentary tickets, please visit 
casaearthmama.eventbrite.com. 

For nearly four decades, CASA of Essex 
County has been dedicated to a singular mission: 
providing unwavering support to the young 
individuals placed in foster care, who, through 
no fault of their own, bear the weight of repeated 
traumas and uncertainties. Our commitment is to 
offer them the advocacy, guidance, and care they 
so desperately need to rise above adversity and 
carve out brighter futures.Balance Awareness with Yasmin Ofek 

Fridays at 10am 
a gentle but effective approach to moving 

confidently throughout the lifespan. 
Registration is required for this virtual class. 

Hypertension Clinic 
Friday, December 1, 10am to Noon 

in the Adult Room with a public health nurse 
from Union County. Walk-ins welcome. 

Bring Your Own Book 
Monday, December 4 at 10am 

an informal discussion of what participants 
have recently read and enjoyed. Registration is 

required. 
Monday Movies 

Mondays at Noon 
We’ll show Monday Movies in our downstairs 

meeting room. 
Napoleon’s Rise & Reign 

Monday, December 4 at 7pm 
Prof. Rafe Blaufarb will discuss Napoleon’s 

successes not only as a general, but as a 
political leader. Registration is required to 

receive the Zoom link. 
Blood & Ink 

Wednesday, December 6 at 7pm 
Blood & Ink: The Scandalous Jazz Age Double 

Murder that Hooked America on True Crime 
with author Joe Pompeo. Registration is 

required to receive the Zoom link. 
Drawing with Sandra Cerchio 

Monday, December 18 at 10am 
Registration is required, space is limited. 

Drop In Crafting 
Tuesday, December 12 at 1pm 

bring your work-in-progress and craft with 
company. Learn about our community project 
to make hats for the Overlook Cancer Center. 

Afternoon Book Club 
Tuesday, December 19 at 1pm 

will discuss A View from the Bridge 
by Arthur Miller. 

Evening Book Club 
Thursday, December 21 at 7pm 

will discuss Remarkably Bright Creatures by 
Shelby Van Pelt. 
Drop In Crafting 

Thursday, December 28 at 7pm 
bring your work-in-progress and craft with 

company. Learn about our community project 
to make hats for the Overlook Cancer Center.

1927 Bartle Ave, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 
 (908) 322-5007 • www.scotlib.org 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday:  
9:30 AM - 9 PM;  

Tuesday, Friday, Saturday:  
9:30 AM - 5 PM;  

Sunday: Closed 
Tuesday, June 6 – Library Closed;  

open for Primary Election 
Monday, June 19 - Library Closed

SCOTCH PLAINS 
LIBRARY DECEMBER 
ADULT PROGRAMS
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WESTFIELD ROTARY RECYCLES BICYCLES 
Submitted by D. Michael Hart 

The Rotary Club of Westfield collected 69 
bicycles and 4 sewing machines to send to the 
developing world. The collection, held on 
Saturday, October 7, 2023, will be divided 
between Togo in West Africa, or Belize, in 
Central America. 

This program was started by an American 
working with the Peace Corps in Ecuador. He 
noticed that a carpenter with a bicycle was a lot 
more productive than another carpenter who had 
to walk and carry his tools everywhere. This 
gave him the idea to start shipping used bikes to 
the third world. A bicycle will enable a person to 
get to work easier or produce more, if they run a 
small business. Children may be able to ride 
longer distances in order to attend school. When 
a person gets a sewing machine, they could start 
their own small business, and be able to support 
a family. 

Bicycles will change an individual person’s 
life for the better, plus many bikes will help raise 
the GDP of a country, bikes do not produce air 
pollution, and a shipment of 500 bikes creates 
jobs, since now the village will need a bike shop 
to do repairs, fix flats, and trade bikes. When the 
bikes arrive in the country, they are sold for a 
small amount to give them value. From the 
donations, road bikes go to countries with paved 
roads and mountain bikes go to countries with 

dirt roads. 
Americans purchase 50 million bikes per 

year, and dispose of 20 million perfectly good 
bikes in landfills every year. 

The Westfield Rotary Club joined this 
program in 2007. Rotarian Warren Rorden has 
been the committee chair for 26 years. Warren 
states that we have collected over 2,500 bikes 
and 100 sewing machines in that time. The club 
works with a non-profit organization, Pedals For 
Progress, website p4p.org which collects and 
ships the bikes. We also ask for a monetary 
donation in addition to the bikes to help pay for 
shipping costs. 

Twelve Rotarians came to the event to process 
the bikes, plus four more non-Rotarian 
volunteers, including a high school student 
Lydia Wright, and a High School Rotary 
Exchange student from France, Serena. People 
donating bikes came from all over: Westfield; 
Scotch Plains: Cranford; Randolph; and Sparta. 
One Rotarian brought 14 bikes. 

The Rotary Club of Westfield meets the first 
three Tuesdays of each month for lunch at noon, 
at Limani Seafood Grill on North Ave. Guests 
are always welcome.  

For information visit westfieldrotary.com  or 
contact club secretary Dr. D. Michael Hart by 
email at drmhart@yahoo.com.

(above) Westfield Rotarians and guests 
collecting and processing bikes.

www.vdsnj.com 
facebook.com/vdsnj 
email: ira@vdsnj.com 
908-964-4004 
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

• Video Tape Transfers • DVD & FlashDuplication 
• High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning
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TICKETS NOW ON SALE FOR 24TH ANNUAL PIPES OF CHRISTMAS
The Pipes of Christmas will celebrate its 24th 

joyous season with performances in New Jersey 
and New York this December. The holiday 
favorite opens on Saturday, December 17 at 
Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church, located at 
921 Madison Avenue (at 73rd Street) for two 
performances at 2 and 7PM. The concert moves 
across the Hudson River on Sunday, December 
18 to Central Presbyterian Church located at 70 
Maple Street in Summit, NJ also with 
performances at 2 and 7PM. 

For those weary of the ceaseless stream of 
secular seasonal music from department stores to 
TV, the Pipes of Christmas offers a spiritual and 
traditional take on the season that connects 
concertgoers to the holiday in a fresh, meaningful 
way. The show features tunes such as, “Highland 
Cathedral,” “Joy to the World”, and “Amazing 
Grace”, all performed live on pipes and drums, 
harp and fiddle, and organ and brass and more. 
Not only does the performance define Christmas 
cheer, but also it inspires those of Celtic descent 
to retrace and reconnect to their ancestry. 

According to producer Robert Currie, “We are 
absolutely delighted to be bringing our concert 
back to full force after two devastating years 
weathering the Covid pandemic. Supporting our 
GoFundMe campaign will continue to make 
these concerts possible.” 

The 2022 production marks the NYC solo 
debut of soprano Sharon Lyons originally from 
Dublin, Ireland. 

The concert presents the music of Christmas 
accompanied by readings taken from the Celtic 
literature of Scotland, Ireland, and Wales. In 
addition to Ms. Lyons, featured performers 
include James Robinson from the film 
“Braveheart,” New England fiddle champion Paul 
Woodiel, champion harpist Rachel Clemente, and 
the Pipe Major Kevin Ray Blandford Memorial 
Pipe Band from Redlands, CA among many 
more. 
PROCEEDS SUPPORT SCHOLARSHIPS AND MORE 

Proceeds from the concert support an extensive 
music scholarship program, which include annual 
gifts to the National Piping Centre and the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland (both located in 
Glasgow, Scotland) the Gaelic College of Nova 
Scotia and the Carol Hassert Memorial Fine Arts 
Scholarship at Summit (NJ) High School.  

Proceeds also support the annual Tartan Day 
on Ellis Island celebration and the Society’s 
sponsorship of the US National Scottish Harp 
Championship, the Gaelic Literature Competition 
at Scotland’s Royal National Mod, and an 
academic research prize at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, 
Scotland’s Gaelic college on the Isle of Skye. 

Each year, concert highlights are webcast in hi-
definition over the Christmas holiday to a global 
audience in cooperation with HomeTowne 
Television. In addition to winning multiple Telly 
Awards for broadcast production excellence, the 
2020 virtual concert was a finalist for the coveted 

MG Alba Trad Music Award presented annually 
in Scotland. 

The concert is still accepting Title Sponsors as 
well as Program Ads. These gifts help offset 
production expenses and add help fund our 
scholarships. 
TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW 

Tickets may be purchased online exclusively 
through ShowTix4U at www.showtix4u.com (be 
certain you select the event name and date in the 
search engine). Reserved patron seats are 
available at both venues. 
ABOUT “THE PIPES OF CHRISTMAS” 

Since making its debut in 1999, The Pipes of 
Christmas has played to standing room only 
audiences. Now a cherished holiday event, the 
concert provides audiences with a stirring and 
reverent celebration of the Christmas season and 
the Celtic spirit. Audience-goers return year after 
year to experience the program, many reporting 
that the Pipes of Christmas has become part of 
their family’s annual Christmas tradition. 

The concert has been lavished with critical 
acclaim. In his review for Classical New Jersey 
Magazine, Paul Somers wrote, “The whole 
evening was constructed to introduce gem after 
gem and still have a finale which raised the roof. 
In short, it was like a well-constructed fireworks 
show on the Glorious Fourth. The Westfield 
Leader described the concert as “a unique sound 
of power and glory nowhere else to be found.”

(above) Soprano Sharon Lyons originally from 
Dublin, Ireland, made her NYC solo debut at 

the 2022 Pipes of Christmas concerts NJ.
(above) Pipers from the Kevin Ray Blandford Memorial Pipe Band are returning  

to join the company of the 24th annual “Pipes of Christmas” concerts. 
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908-760-0583

Now is the time to get heating system up to speed. 
CALL TODAY FOR ALL YOUR HEATING, AIR CONDITIONING,  
AND FUEL NEEDS 

Now is the time to get your heating sytem ready for winter. If your heating system  
is over 15 years old, you may want to consider a more efficient replacement. 
Avoid last minute emergencies before the freezing weather hits. Let the experts  
at Woolley evaluate your cooling and heating needs and provide you with a FREE  
no obligation estimate. We are a full-service installation, maintenance, and repair company.  
In need of a tune-up? We provide that too, along with Woolley Extra Care Service Plans.

N. Woolley Master HVACR contractor Lic. # 1261
We will continue to offer the same great  
service delivered to REEL-STRONG customers.  
The addition of REEL-STRONG represents an  
exciting opportunity for WOOLLEY to do more  
for our customers. You will still find the same  
reliable technicians and office staff from  
REEL-STRONG now at WOOLLEY HOME.

Woolley Home Solutions is a family-owned and 
operated company providing over 99 years of 
honest, high-quality service. 
Our mission is simple - to be your trusted,  
total home comfort solutions provider.

WOOLLEY’S PROUD PARTNERSwoolleyfuel.com

NEW RHEEM HEATING OR 
AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

Expires: 12/31/2023. May Not Be Combined With Other Offers.
$300 OFF

SENIOR BOY SCOUT VOLUNTEER GROUP HONORED
Patriot’s Path Council in northern New Jersey. In 
spite of their name, they have nothing to do with 
antique guns, although some of the older guys 
might be considered “antiques.” 

The Council serves 10,000 Cub Scouts, 
Scouts, Explorers, Sea Scouts, and Venture 
Crews. All of the programs are co-ed, and the 

scouting movement seeks to be inclusive and 
diverse. The Council serves five counties in New 
Jersey, including: Middlesex, Morris, Somerset, 
Sussex, and Union Counties. The Council has 
three camps, which the Flintlocks help to 
maintain, build new structures, and volunteer to 
help run programs. 

The Flintlocks BSA, Inc. held their 35th 
anniversary luncheon on Thursday, May 18th, 
2023, with 45 attendees. Patriot’s Path Council 
Scout Executive Marc Andreo was in attendance 
to congratulate them, and also to award a Silver 
Beaver Award to Bill Debiec. This is the highest 
National award a volunteer may earn in the 
scouts. Most of the volunteers in the Flintlocks 
have been awarded a Silver Beaver. 

The stated mission of the Boy Scouts of 
America is to "prepare young people to make 
ethical and moral choices over their lifetimes by 
instilling in them the values of the Scout Oath and 
Law." Youth are trained in responsible 
citizenship, character development, and self-
reliance through participation in a wide range of 
outdoor activities, educational programs, and, at 
older age levels, career-oriented programs in 
partnership with community organizations. 

For more information about the Flintlocks, 
BSA, Inc., contact Dr. Michael Hart 
drmhart@yahoo.com, or visit the Facebook page 
“Flintlocks.”

Submitted by Dr. D. Michael Hart 
The New Jersey State Legislature issued a 

proclamation congratulating the Flintlocks, BSA, 
Inc., a 501c3 organization, on their 35th 
anniversary on May 18, 2023. This is a group of 
senior scouters who volunteer every week all 
year round to help the Boy Scout of America 

Courtesy photos
(above) Flintlocks holding plaques showing the 12 points of the scout law (plus one more).
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DO YOU NEED A 
DUMPSTER?

908-234-2382 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable Service

Call to Reserve One Today
Professional Delivery & Pickup

NJ DEP# S27236

Affordable

We take (but not limited to)... 
General Construction 
Household Waste 
Concrete & Asphalt

Logs & Stumps 
Demolition Debris 

Bulky Waste

SLATE - TILE - ASPHALT SHINGLES 
SLATE ROOF WASHING - GUTTER CLEANING 

908-389-0200 
FULLY INSURED      Lic. #13VH06601300      FREE ESTIMATES

Individual and group lessons 
From beginners on up.

• In-person and Online Lessons 
• Regular classes at 

27 Bleeker St., Millburn, NJ 
• Rated Chess Tournaments 
• Search us on YouTube: Chess Party

908-416-1695 

Visit our website for details and placement test! 

ChessInMillburn.com 
chessinmillburn@gmail.com 

WOOD FLOORS 
Sand • Stain • Refinish • Repairs • Installation 

CARPET & RUGS 
Clean • Stretch • Sanitize • Repairs • Bind 
RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET 

A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC. 
116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ 

908-913-4650 
Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard 

10% Discount On labor only. Materials not included. Cannot 
be combined with other offers. Exp. 12/31/23.

ORANGE MATTRESS 
——- C U S T O M  B E D D I N G  ——-

• Matresses 
• Box Springs 
• Round Beds 
• Pillows 

Will beat any competitor price for same or similar product.

• Adjustable Beds 
• Mattress Toppers 
• Hybrid Mattresses 
• Custom Sheets

A Family Business Since 1902. 

mycustombedding.com 
800-761-1100

CUSTOM MATTRESSES MADE TO ORDER! 
Any Size • Natural • Double Sided • Affordable Mattresses

Call Today  
or Visit Our  
Showroom 
in Clark, NJ. 
1049 Raritan Road

SHOP LOCAL

908-322-0253 • www.DesignByColorscapes.com

Colorscapes 
Tree & Landscape 
Service

Colorscapes 
Tree & Landscape 
Service

FALL IS FOR PLANTING!!! 
Hand pruning and restoration 
of overgrown trees and shrubs 

Specializing in preservation of old trees. 
Experts at proper pruning techniques. 

Landscape designs “Second to None!”
Take a tour of local examples of beautiful designs. Call Gene Gregory 
See our work first at Colorscapes Inc on Facebook or our Website.

• Large Tree Planting 
• Drainage & Rain Gardens 
• Unique Landscape design 
• Repair & Maintenance of damaged  

and stressed Trees and shrubs. 

Go Green with Colorscapes

Have 
A Great 
Holiday!

SLOW DOWN, MOVE OVER CAMPAIGN
The Retired Policemen and Firemen's 

Association, Local 3 of Union/Somerset Counties 
(NJRPFA), is helping NJSP and the NJ 
Department of Transportation (NJDOT)  to 
promote this important Safety Issue to help 
protect our First Responders. 41 Emergency First 
responders were struck and  killed by motor 
vehicles in 2022. When you see flashing lights 
ahead, please, "Slow Down and Move Over", 
stated Local 3 President, retired Police Chief 
Kenneth Grady. 

NJ StateTrooper Marc Castellano who was 
killed by a speeding vehicle on June 6, 2010, 
while assisting during a roadside investigation. 
His mother, Donna Setaro has made it her life’s 
mission to share the Slow Down, Move Over 
message with the public.  Local 3 will assist in 
this program in memory of her son and many 
other NJSP Troopers and local Police Officers 
who were struck and killed by speeding vehicles 
while working our busy roads and Highways in 
the State of New Jersey. 

New Jersey is a leading State in Traffic 
Incident Management (TIM) responder training 

provided by NJDOT. It brings Police, 
Firefighters, medical personnel, transportation, 
towing, and other incident responders together to 
engage in interactive, hands-on incident 
resolution exercises. In New Jersey, more than 
20,000 first responders have completed NJDOT’s 
TIM training. 

The NJRPFA was established in 1987 to 
promote and develop a friendly spirit among its 
members, both retired and associate members. 
There are over 3,000 members of the association 
in various county Locals in NJ, as well as Local 
22 in the State of Florida. These members are 
retirees from State, County and Local 
Firefighters, Police, Sheriff, Prosecutors, and 
Attorney General's Office to name a few. These 
members reside in NJ, NY, PA, FL, VA, SC and 
many other states. 

If you live in Union County or Somerset 
County, please consider joining our Local 3 to 
keep abreast of major issues which may impact 
on your retirement benefits and issues that may 
be of value to you. Our yearly dues are $10. For 
more information visit: njrpfa.org/local3/
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BLUE CHRISTMAS 
PRAYER SERVICE

The Church of the Little Flower will be hosting 
a Blue Christmas prayer service on Sunday, 
December 10 at 3 p.m. The service will be held 
in the Bernauer Parish Center, 290 Plainfield 
Avenue in Berkeley Heights. 

Many of us feel down or depressed this time 
of year, whether due to stress, financial issues, 
broken relationships, death of a loved one, or 
may be looking for a brief respite from the hustle 
and bustle of the season. 

The Bereavement Ministry of the Church of 
the Little Flower invites anyone from the parish 
or any faith community to attend our service 
where we can pray for renewed strength and hope 
and experience the presence of the Lord.  

Light refreshments will be served afterward. 
For further information, you may call the parish 
center at 908-464-1585 and ask for Dan Grossano 
or email bereavement.lf@gmail.com.

GREENSIDE PLAYGROUND 
IS READY FOR PLAY

Greenside Playground, on Westfield Road at 
Greenside Place, is now opened to the public 
after extensive renovations, including new 
playground equipment and a safety surface. The 
park is open from dawn to dusk. Stop by and 
check it out! 
Follow Scotch Plains Township on Facebook
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Advertise  
in 1 or all  
24 towns

Online at RennaMedia.com  
and NJLocalinfo.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET 
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY! 
Tina Renna 908-418-5586 • tinarenna@rennamedia.com 
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • joerenna@rennamedia.com 

202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

Renna Media offers a full  
range of marketing services,  
in print and online, hyper- 
local to regional, for every  
budget and market size. 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
We mail 160,000 newspapers  

to every home and business in  
24 towns. You can advertise  

in any number of towns.  
Ads start at $60. 

FULL COLOR PRINTING 
We print flyers and menus,  

full color, two sided,  
on coated stock for only 

$45 per thousand. 

DIRECT MAIL 
Insert your flyer into the  

newspapers and get it mailed  
to every home and business for  
$60 per thousand and as low as  

$30 per thousand for higher 
quantities. 

ONLINE MARKETING 
Online ads and press releases  
designed and placed to drive  

traffic to your website and get  
your phone ringing. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
We can design and/or manage  
your social media campaign  

from passive to aggressive plans  
customized to work within  

your budget. 

WEBSITE AND 
SEO SERVICES 

Start with an audit/analysis  
of your website giving you a  
report and recommendations  

for $250. 
 

It is highly recommended to  
have a marketing plan and  

budget before spending.   

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A  
FREE CONSULTATION. 

908-447-1295

Marketing 
Toolbox
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FLYERS 

$45 
PER 1,000

MENUS 

$85 
PER 1,000

• GET UNLIMITED CLICKS 
An alternative to expensive pay-per-click programs 

• FREE AD DESIGN AND COPYWRITING 
Advertising webpage includes many features 
including write-up, images, video, Google map, etc. 

• POSTS ARE SHARED THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA 
Posts shared on multiple Facebook pages and twitter. 

• PAID SEARCH ENGINE PROMOTIONS 
Posts are promoted by industry, key words and location. 

• TRACKABLE RESULTS 
All ads include a live view counter.

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

ONLINE ADS & PRESS RELEASES 
DRIVE LOCAL TRAFFIC TO YOUR WEBSITE $10 

PER POST 
Block of 20 for $200 

Single post is $20

Full Color Flyers and Menus Printed and Mailed  
to Every Home and Business in Town!
FLYERS - $45 PER THOUSAND 
8.5" x 11" / Full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock 
Tri-fold add $10 per thousand. Minimum order $450 

LARGE MENUS - PRINTING - $85 PER THOUSAND 
For quantities more than 50,000 cost is $55 per thousand. 
11"x17" / Full color /2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock. Min. order $850 
Includes folding (quarter fold or tri-fold, with or without coupons tab) 

INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS 
$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.) 
Minimum order $400

• SEE WHAT IS WORKING AND NOT WORKING 
Know where your web traffic is coming from and why. 

• ELIMINATE / AVOID COSTLY SCHEMES 
Evaluate the return you are getting from your online marketing costs. 

• INCREASE ONLINE MARKETING RESULTS 
Recommendations include ways to increase traffic to your website 
• NO OBLIGATION 
This service is recommended even if you have an existing  
web management contract. Use it to tune up your marketing plan.

Call for a consultation 
if you do not have a website 

or if need a new one. 
Call Walter at 201-478-7408 
email: wwwinnj@gmail.com

WEBSITE AUDIT/ANALYSIS  
AND RECOMMENDATION PLAN

ONE TIME 
FLAT FEE 

$250

WEBSITE / SEO SERVICES STARTER 
WEBSITE 

$500

Call Walter at 201-478-7408 
email: wwwinnj@gmail.com

• STARTER WEBSITE: $500 
Basic static site that can be developed further 

• WEBSITE CREATION/UPDATE: $2,400  
Cost for average website: 12 pages, contact form, SEO friendly, responsive design 

• WEBSITE HOSTING: $300 PER YEAR 
Includes website hosting, software updates, monthly website content updates 

• SEO SERVICES: AVERAGE COST $1,000 - $2,000 PER MONTH 
Custom tailored solutions: Google Ranking, Local SEO, Social Marketing 

Call for free a consultation if you need  
help developing an online marketing plan.
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Keeping your car?  
Did you know you can purchase an 
extended warranty for your vehicle? 
 - coverage up to 120,000 miles - even if 
you did not buy it from Marano & Sons. 

 

Visit our website to value your car 

MaranoSonsAuto.com Buying & Selling Used Cars & Trucks Since 1955

Credit problems? Call us to get you approved!
Like us on 
Facebook!!!

507-13 South Avenue 908-789-1551 
150 South Avenue 908-789-0555 

Fax 908-789-1792

LOOKING FOR A CAR, TRUCK OR SUV? 
Visit our lots or shop at home. Search over 135 vehicles  
by Make / Model/ Year/ Color / Body type / Engine specs / etc.

Marano & Sons Auto Sales:  
Not only do we sell late model pre-owned vehicles, 

but we will buy your car! 
Any car no matter how old. We will buyout your lease,  

payoff your loan, pick it up at your house.

Two locations 

In Garwood, NJ


