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JILL GUZMAN
REALTY INC.

Good Old Fashioned Service

Rahway Resident &
Former Rahway Teacher
List with your neighbor!

908-353-6611
CELL: 908-377-4140
JillGuzmanRealty.com
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A VERY SPECIAL TURTLE BACK ZOO TRIP

Submitted by Kristina Petti

The annual Friendship Day at the Turtle Back Zoo was held Monday,
October 2nd, 2023. This is a collaborative event hosted by the East Central
and North Central Elks Lodges.

It was a perfect fall day for participants to walk around the park and
learn about the animals on display while enjoying activities, games, a DJ,
and face painting sponsored by Elks from the North Central District.

Elks from the East Central District, with Lodges in Stirling, Summit,
Mountainside, Springfield, Cranford, Union, and Rahway, provided,
prepared, and served 1,200 hot dog meals to hungry visitors.

The Elks' sponsorship of the event provided a fun and educational day
out for students from the following special education programs in Rahway:
Preschool Disability, Multiple Disability, Autism, and Daisy.

Michelle Perez, one of the MD teachers at Roosevelt Elementary School
organized the day, along with Roosevelt’s very own recent retiree Donna
Fidecaro, who was the point person from the Elks. Their collaboration and
close attention to detail made the day special for all who attended.

The day began with all students receiving matching shirts designed by
special education teacher Lindsay DeNigris and paid for by the Rahway
Elks Special Children’s Committee.

Highlights of the day by Colleen Kurdyla:

Students were surprised to see a cheetah and dog share a habitat.

» Watching the penguins getting fed.

* The monkeys were very busy playing and swinging all around.

* The prairie dog exhibit had an area where students could stick their
heads in a clear dome and be face-to-face with a prairie dog.

» Watching the sea lions swim underwater, splash, and dive was fun for
all.

* Everyone's favorite was the train ride.

The students and staff are so grateful to the Elks for hosting this
wonderful event for our students. It was a day of fun, laughter, and learning

for everyone involved.

If you are interested in learning more about our
organization or becoming a member, please visit
our website rahwayelks.org and follow us on
Facebook: Rahway Elks #1075. To become a
member of the Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks you must be 21 or over, an American
citizen, and believe in God.

RAHWAY'S LOCAL LISTING EXPERTS
4 & new home on youn (haistmas fat?
(el be happy te help with yous :Jrsflpm? exgenience!
Call one of Santa's favorite agents to see what your home could be worth

in this low-inventory market!
:w]

732.381.1190

30 Brant Avenue, Clark
www. alltownerealty.com
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AUBREY MASCOL TAKES
FIRST PLAGE IN COUNTY POSTER CONTEST

Renna Media LLC, Publishers
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016

Our Town Rahway is published by Renna Media. 13,000
newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every business
and resident in Rahway, NJ. Although great care has been
taken to ensure the information contained within is accurate,
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or omissions.

©2023 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced
without written consent from Renna Media LLC.

SEND US YOUR NEWS

Rahway Public Schools

Franklin Elementary School in Rahway is
beaming with pride as sixth-grader Aubrey
Mascol clinches first place in the Prevention
Link's countywide 2023 "What's Your Anti-
Drug?" Poster Contest, held in honor of the 25th
anniversary of Red Ribbon Week.

Mascol's captivating artwork, titled "Don't
Huff! Don't Puff! Stay away from that stuff!",

encouraging them to make positive choices that
enhance their well-being and pave the way for
future success."

Mascol's winning poster, with its catchy title
and impactful message, will be prominently
displayed at Franklin Elementary School, serving
as a constant reminder of the importance of
making healthy choices and embracing a drug-
free lifestyle.

Do you have a community service that you
need help publicizing? Did you or someone
you know accomplish something amazing?
We are interested in hearing about your latest
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com

ADVERTISING
Joe Renna: 908-447-1295
joerenna@rennamedia.com
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powerfully conveyed her message of committing
to stay drug-free and resonated with the
community, earning her the top spot among a
pool of talented participants. Her poster stood out
for its creative expression and impactful message,
emphasizing the importance of making healthy
choices.

Franklin Elementary School applauds Mascol's
achievement and commends all the sixth-grade
students who participated in the contest for their
dedication to promoting a drug-free lifestyle.
Their participation reflects the school's
commitment to fostering a healthy and supportive
environment for its students.

"We are incredibly proud of Aubrey and all our
students who showcased their creativity and
commitment to staying drug-free through this
contest," said Dr. Patrick Holness, Principal of
Franklin Elementary School. "Their efforts
exemplify the values we instill in our students,

Find us on online: rennamedia.com
facebook.com/ Our Town Rahway (above) Aubrey Mascol and her st place

winning poster
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on the first $10,000" on balances from $100,000 - $1,000,000 2

Bates current as of Movember 16, 2023, Rates are subject to change withoul notice. Fees could reduce eamings an the account. 1) Ultra Checking is a blended rate Gered account with
dividends paid on portions of your balance falling within deshgnated tiers: 50,00 - 51,000.00: 4. 320% APY; 51,000,010 - 55,000.00: 4.20% APY; 55,000,017 - 590,000,000 4.30% APY; 510,000,01 -
S15,000000: &.20% - L7E% APY: 515000001 - 525,000.00: 2.78% - L6T APY: 525000007 - 550,000,000 1.67% - DLBA% APY: 550,000001 and abowe: 0.84% = 0UDZ% APY. 51,000 menimum balance
1o open. There is a 51,000 minimum daily balance requirement to avwoid a 515 monthly maintenance fee. The monthly maintenance fee can also be avoided based on a direct deposit of
5750 or greater into the Uitra Checking account during the statement cycle. Limit of cne Ulira Checking account per fax identification nember, 2} Ultra Savings is a blended rate tiered
account with dividends paid on portions of your balance falling within designated tiers: 50.00 - 5100,000,00; 5.25% APY: 5100,000.01 - 5250,000,00; 5.25% AFY: 5750,000.01 - 5500,000.00:
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0.52% A.F_'lr': 100,000 manimiuen balance Lo open. There is a 300,000 minimum daily balance requirement to avoid a 3100 monthly maintenance fee. Limit of one Ultra Savings accournt per
tax identificatson number.

: Get started at TheAtlanticFCU.com, call us
“The Atlont'c at 908-245-1750 or visit us at our

Federal Credit Union branches in Union and West Orange.

Federally Insured by NCUA. Equal Housing Lender.
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Happy & Healthy Holidays to all!
We are so grateful for our wonderful, loyal clients!

\
Calling all homeowners!

Looking for the best price for your home and most qualified buyer?

REALTOR

WWW.JILLGUZMANREALTY.COM

124 Elmora Ave., Elizabeth, NJ 07202

112 Dennis St., Roselle 642 Elm St., Roselle

13 Andrew Johnson Dr. #B, Monroe
This home This home was This home went under contract Successfully sold by Jill Guzman,
was successfully sold by successfully marketed by within two weeks Jill Guzman Realty
Jill Guzman, Jill Guzman Realty Jill Guzman, Jill Guzman Realty Successfully marketed and sold SOLD FOR: $499,900
SOLD FOR: $460,000 SOLD FOR: $430,000 by Jill Guzman Realty

SOLD FOR: $375,000

For more than 35 years, Jill Guzman Realty proudly serves ® HOMES
NJ homeowners and buyers with all of their real estate needs.
Jill’s trilingual fulltime staff prides themselves on their ® APARTMENTS
outstanding “Good Old Fashioned Service.”

Jill, who lives in Rahway, NJ, had the honor of teaching at @ MULTI FAMILY
Rahway High School in her early career!!! Trusted and loved
by clientele for three decades, sellers, investors, first time @ BUILDINGS
buyers and renters will find that this Real Estate office is
committed to working harder and caring totally for YOU! e LANDS

THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOME ? YOU KNOW WHO T0 CALL
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Courtesy photos

ESTATE SALES

Rahway Auction/Gilded Lillie
1433 Main St., Rahway, NJ
732-794-0930
RahwayAuction@aol.com
#® On-Line Auctions
# Clean-outs

L

Over 20 Years Experience

| BUY OLD MOTORCYCLES

All Types - Running or Not
Same Day Pick-up .,  Call or Text Glenn

We Pay Cash i, 732-556-7636

Also Looking for

0id Jeeps,
Toyotas

and Lexus

Al’s Carpentry 33
Home Improvements S

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall
Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Call: 908.451.2230

ﬂ|5ﬂﬂl‘pﬂﬂtr}r1"f@am_cum Electrical Lic. # 14616

& Plumbing w #8660

RAHWAY ELKS POLISH NIGHT FUNDRAISER

Submitted by Kristina Petti, SCC Chair

On Saturday, November 4th, 2023, the
Rahway Elks Special Children’s Committee
hosted a Polish Night Fundraiser. We raised over
$1,000 due to the generosity and support of our
members and guests. This was our lodge’s 5th
Polish Night in the past 8 years and each one was
better than the last.

A huge thank you to Pulaski Meat Products in
Linden, NJ for donating 6 rings of kelbasis, as
they do every year. It is greatly appreciated. Also,
Syrena’s in Linden discounted the 20 dozen
perogies for us. Members Christel Moceikis and
Melissa Knudsen donated trays of stuffed
cabbage. All of these wonderful contributions
were vital to the success of this fundraiser.

Over 50 people purchased tickets, members

Village
Green
REALTORS

| MLS.

Matt Dobrowolski

™. 732-381-2477
cEiL SUIE-S00=-35003
rax  T32-381-0953
mattdobasiaacd com
5 Brant fAve

Clark, NJ 07066
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Village Green

L 9

Christmas morning 1955, and | was 8 years old. | woke up and
saw it was bright outside with the sun shining on the days old
snow. | quickly ran down the stairs to the living room and saw
my dad siting on the floor next to the Christmas tree, smiling
at my reaction to my first Lionel train set up and running under
the tree. | gave him a hug and immediately started to run the
train just as Young Sheldon from The Big Bang would.
’ Fast forward, December 1972 and our first Christmas for
- Fran, my wife and myself as newlyweds living in the second
: floor of my in-laws' 2 family. My mother-in-law (whom | loved)
’ ' was so excited when | brought her outside to view the light
. display | created for her on Fulton 5t in Elizabeth, Mom P said
*Holy Cats | never thought | would experience such a wonderful
sight at my home.”
Mow it's Christmas 1975 as we celebrate our first Christmas
- in our own circa 1915 home. We had our families over for
Christmas Eve. While everyvone was eating | snuck out to change
inte my Santa suit. | rang bells and came down to many ho ho
ho's and to a facial expression on Gramps's 87-year-old face
that was worth a 1000 warm smiles and then went outside
to extend Christmas wishes.
All these memaories stand out of hundreds of wonderful
, memaories and | hope you also will have wonderiul memories.
j)_/j]_\&. T il - This holiday seasen Fran and | wish you and yours the happiest
: \{and healthiest of all seasons
A 5 Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, Feliz Navidad
=

and Happy Kwanzaa.
Ho He Santa Matt your Holiday Realtor & EIf helper Fran

Please Remember to pray for the people of Ukraine and |srael.

Multi-year Real Estate Circle of Excellence winner

and guests. We ate, listened to polish music, and
had a great time. Us Elks really know how to put
the FUN in fundraiser.

Our next Fundraiser will be a Prime Rib Night
on Wednesday, December 13th 2023 @6 p.m.

If you are interested in attending an event in
the future as a guest, please reach out via
Facebook messenger or email
kristinarahwayelks@gmail.com.

If you are interested in learning more about our
organization or becoming a member please visit
our website rahwayelks.org and follow us on
Facebook: Rahway Elks #1075. To become a
member of the Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks you must be 21 or over, an American
citizen, and believe in God.

'é:jir'zgliﬁ-#mﬂ ﬁffﬁm k.f.fﬂ

Matt Dobrowolskf

Realtor Associale ERA Village Green,
Residential, Commerciall Leasing
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RE/MAX SELECT
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Carlos M. Turner
Sales Associate - Team Leader
Licensed In NJ/FL

Direct: (908) 774 1819
Office: (?08) 233 9292
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142 Garden Ave, Bellevilla, ) OT10% 18 Union Ave, Scotch Plaing, N O7074 [

137 Elmer Street,
Westfield, NJ 07090
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BOOK TASTING SPARKS
CURIOSITY

Rahway Public Schools

In a delightful display of literary exploration,
Ms. Klein's 4th-grade class at Roosevelt
Elementary School embarked on a captivating
book tasting adventure, immersing themselves in
a diverse array of genres and igniting their
passion for reading.

The books donated by Rahway’s school
district Office of curriculum and instruction
transformed the classroom into a literary haven,
with five stations arranged to showcase a
spectrum of genres.

The 4th grade bookworms eagerly navigated
each station, savoring the literary delights
presented before them. Armed with a menu
provided by Ms. Klein, they documented their
literary journey, answering thought-provoking
questions that delved into the heart of each book.

"What do you think this book is about?" they
pondered, their imaginations ignited. "What did
you like?" they inquired. With each book they
sampled, students discovered hidden gems that
drew on their curiosity and expanded their
literary horizons.

Ms. Klein observed with delight as her
students ventured beyond their comfort zones,
embracing genres they might not have initially
considered."It is wonderful to witness students
gravitate towards books they may not have
initially been drawn to," Ms. Klein remarked, her
voice filled with pride and enthusiasm.

The book tasting proved to be an eye-opening
experience, fostering a deeper appreciation for
the power of storytelling and the boundless
possibilities that lie within the pages of a book.

Photos by Rahway Public Schools

PAYLESS ROOFING

Roofing & Repairs * Metal Roofing
Window Replacements ¢ Vinyl Siding
Emergency Repairs
Many References 22 Years

Call 908-486-0866
or 973-906-8404

Lic # 13VH00418100

¢ December 2023

HIGH SCHOOL PRESENTS
THE 25TH ANNUAL PUTNAM COUNTY SPELLING BEE

Rahway High School is thrilled to announce
its upcoming production of "The 25th Annual
Putnam County Spelling Bee," a Tony Award-
winning musical comedy that promises an
evening of laughter, music, and fun.

Set to take the stage on December 8-9, 2023,
at 7:30 p.m., Rahway High School's talented cast
and crew are gearing up to bring this whimsical
and heartwarming tale to life. The production will
be held at Rahway High School Center for the
Performing Arts, located at 1012 Madison Ave.
in Rahway.

“The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling
Bee" follows the journey of a group of quirky,
lovable misfit students as they compete in the
intense and highly competitive world of spelling
bees. Filled with humor, touching moments, and
catchy tunes, the musical explores themes of
friendship, competition, and the pressure to
succeed.

Tickets for the production are now available
for purchase at rwhs.booktix.com.

RAHWAY HIGH SCHOOL

FROUDLY PRESEMNTS

SPE'u.mc BEE

Frickay, December Bth & Soturday, December Pth, 7:30 pm
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Sell your house in a non-stressful way, utilizing the
most effective strategies to optimize your sale’s outcome!

ﬁ:’rﬂ

Feel free to calltext me for a free evaluation of your homes worth.

MO COMMITMENTS, HO STRINGS ATTACHED

b

Boruch Halpemn
e POBZEEING
frmad: beruchhalpern@gmailcom

Loy Dot WOR MY LT i W BT 0TS
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THINKING ABOUT RELOCATING?
ATTEND OUR EXCLUSIVE REAL ESTATE EVENT.

I /N AN (N

idealLIVING |

_ ag” W'
REAL ESTATE SHOW [Eta \ﬁ }

The Nation’s Largest
Real Estate Exhibition

Discover the best places to live.
View top lifestyle communities at one convenient location.

%, i r _-\-_# =

Florida, Tennessee, North Carolina, South Carolina, Delaware, Georgia
Mew this year: Portugal and Greece

JANUARY 13-14

HILTON PARSIPPANY
One Hilton Court, Parsippany, NJ
Sat: 10am-4pm & Sun: 1lam-3pm

- = : - i
- s R v o R L = -—# - 4
e e L - et —
e PR R e - T T e
E}{HIBITS, SEMINARS, DiSCOVERY TRAVEL AND MORE!
AT THE SHOW, YOU CAN...
= View community exhibits, talk personally with area repre- = Explore lifestyle communities: active adult,
sentatives & home builders. golf, gated, 55+, coastal, waterfront, boating & more.
« Compare many of the best places to relocate, or retire, Attend Updated Presentations:
all at one convenient location near you. « Howi 6 Fhoose oiir dedl Place
» Discover top destinations that afford a high quality of life, » The Martini Theory with Doug Terhune
yet very low taxes. = Selling Your Home in Today's Market

« Live Your International Lifestyle

Come Find Your Ideal Place to . :
[d@g|-|_|V|NG_ The Nation’s Largest

One Hilton Court, Parsippany, NJ
Saturday, 10am-4pm & Sunday, 11am-3pm

Live at the Show! 7, rges
(7)) REAL ESTATE sHow | Real Estate Exhibition
q e e P e S iy S S S S e e .
o January 13-14,2024
A:‘;?;g Slfig::'w g HILTON PARSIPPANY
@
=

7;]  RSVP for Express Check-in & Complimentary Relocation Guide. ..
ideal-living.com/R

RM

RSVP For Express Check-in, Exhibit Floorplan & Complimentary Relocation Guide

Questions:

ideal-living.com/RM 800-736-0321
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JERSEY CARES
COAT DRIVE

Submitted by Dyan McMillen

Grover Cleveland Elementary School is
proud to announce that it is participating in the
Jersey Cares Coat Drive for the second year in a
row. The school is accepting donations of new or
gently used coats for those in need. Coats can be
dropped off at the school during school hours,
Monday-Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.,
thru December 22nd, 2023.

The Jersey Cares Coat Drive is a statewide
initiative that collects and distributes coats to
people of all ages in need. Last year, the drive
collected over 20,000 coats, which were
distributed to over 100 nonprofit organizations
throughout New Jersey.

“We are excited to participate in the Jersey
Cares Coat Drive again this year,” said Nurse
Giametta of Grover Cleveland Elementary
School. “We know that many families in our
community struggle to afford new coats for their
children, and we want to do our part to help. We
encourage everyone to donate a coat, no matter
how big or small.”

To donate a coat, simply drop it off at the
Grover Cleveland Elementary School office
during school hours, Monday-Friday from 9:00
AM to 3:00 PM, from November 13th to
December 22nd, 2023.

All coats will be cleaned and sorted before
being distributed to those in need.

FRANKLIN FARMS

Submitted Dr. Patrick Holness

Nothing says fall like pumpkin spice, and as a
matter of fact, pumpkin is everything, in my
humble opinion. The savory smells, taste, and
autumn colors set the stage for the holiday
season. This time of year is synonymous with
warm apple cider, cinnamon donuts, and
pumpkin picking.

Favorable weather conditions, blue skies, and
crisp cool, moderate temperatures created the
perfect backdrop for pumpkin picking. Franklin
students in pre-k and kindergarten grades had the
chance to use their imagination as they traveled
to their school's very own “Franklin Farms.” Who
remembers the Magic School Bus? As a child, I
vividly remember the wonderful adventures Ms.
Frizzle took her class of students on. Some were
more adventurous than others; nonetheless, there
was lots of learning on the journey. While we

couldn’t physically make it to the farm, we
magically brought the farm to our school.

Travel with me as I recount the Franklin Farms
experience. If you are fortunate enough to work
with children, their initial reactions to things
when they are excited, are unparalleled to the
highest forms of sheer joy, and nothing even
comes close. With pupils dilated, huge smiles,
uncontrollable laughter, and screams of
excitement, I can undoubtedly say the kids were
thrilled!

Each student had a moment to peruse the aisles
of the pumpkin patch, picking the most suitable
pumpkin they liked. After careful thought and
deliberation, they all made good choices. Before
each group was loaded on the bus, the moment
ended with a group photo on the hay bale. We
hope our students enjoyed their magical trip to
Franklin Farms.

REDUCED COMMISSION  HOME STAGING SERVICES

p SPOT AN OPPORTUNITY
'FOR THE NEW YEAR?

A New Job, a New Home or a New City?

If it's time for a fresh start, or you might want to explore the
opportunities you have in an upward market, we'd love to connect
with you and discuss your options. Feel free to give us a Call!

Warm Wishes for
a Happy Holiday!

RE/MAX Select

137 Elmer Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
Office: 908-233-9292

Each office is independently
owned and operated. If your home
is listed with another broker, this
is not intended as a solicitation.

)

Janice Van Der Veken
Realtor-Associate

RE/MAX Select

Cell: 908-577-0824

JaniceVanDerVekenRealtor@gmail.com

Mary Rittenhouse
Realtor-Associate
RE/MAX Select

| Cell: 908-477-4486
Mary.Ritt@hotmail.com
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Call Today for a Free Estimate! [&] 855.624.6655

i
N
'AS SEEN ON

GEORGE
TO THIE
RESCUE

Payment Plans
HOME REMODELING GROUP WINDOWS $109 BASEMENTS §195

EITCHEMNS: 55537 BATHROOHS 5199
ROOFIMNG 3147 DECESPATION §180
SIDHMG 187 FORCHESSTEPS 3165

ROOFING | SIDING | WINDOWS o Plons Avallabicl
¥ Decks & Forches W8 KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BASEMENTS el Syt based o S gt
MASONRY | DECKS | PORCHES

VIRTUAL MEETINGS ALSO AVAILABLE

Interior & Exterior Remodeling | Family Owned & Operated
100% FINANCING AVAILABLE | 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

MIDCA | 3VHOF 755300

[ElMagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com
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RED RIBBON WEEK

Submitted by Dyan McMillen

Grover Cleveland celebrated Red Ribbon
Week with a variety of activities and events
designed to promote drug prevention and
healthy living. Students and staff wore red on
Monday to show their support for a drug-free
lifestyle. On Tuesday, they wore hats to "say
hats off to being healthy" On Wednesday, they
wore camo to “fight for your health! Drugs are
the enemy.” On Thursday, they wore neon to
"say we are too bright for bullying and drugs."
And on Friday they wore tie-dye to say peace
out to drugs.”

“Red Ribbon Week 1is an important
opportunity to remind our students about the
dangers of drug use and the importance of
making healthy choices,” said Mrs, Giammetta,
School Nurse at Grover Cleveland. “We are

proud of our students and staff for their
participation in Red Ribbon Week and their
commitment to living a drug-free life.”

(above) Wednesday was wear camo to “fight
for your health!

DOUBLE D

CONSTRUCTION

(732) 981-0800

WAAWW. DOUBLEDCOMNSTRUCTIONMJ.COM

Proudly serving Middlesex. Somerset, Union,
Morris & surrounding counties for over 30 years!
Call now lor your free, no obligation estimale!

Roofing
Siding
Gutters
Windows

n x Follow us on Facebook
FACEBOOK.COM/DoubleDCanstructionH)

Hcertainteed ‘ @ 0

$250 OFF Amy Job 01
$5.000 Or More

L U
L U

Aty -t vy

RELIEF FROM CHRONIC KNEE PAIN

FDA Approved Treatment to Avoid Surgery

DON'T BLAME THE ARROW

FOR MISSING THE TARGET

Junt ik fema o milhons ofother Amercans, vou wore bookimg oo schef Som vour cheoess ke paim. You thesghs
YisCoRIpPoICInon INpeolons mighl be the e, bin e msulis were deapposing and paniul Do
Eenang s DrgatimeTl wann | ight. Thas could viry well be bk Blassng the armow Sor & path 16 the Brpct whes
the peokdorn might b the archer B vou didn’l pol the pain relicl vou woee hoping for, chanoos ane vour injecton
st was ofF oepet. Linliks Blmd inpscnoss of ool ulmisoand oepennd oeaoments lousd ¢ lsew hene
Naribeas! Spine & Wellness Cemter wics diagnoshs Busroscopy o make sure the area thal neods Sscated s
wroa whore the inketon gocs. This is the maost abvanced mretdhod of didis

W BODURRCY B0 give Yo e resulis yow s oking for, The uwse of Fleonscopy gusded injecnons
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thnos. nd thai includes poople with bone on bone invehvement. Youve sufSered from chronic knee pain long
emoiigh, Lall MNortheast Spine & Vellness Center now ior a KISk FEEL conesimnon

If Knew Surgery Sounds Seary, It Should

Have vou hne been ok you are Dadiag ksds replacomend sergery Haog you
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Northeast
Spine&
Wellness
Center

Call 732-827-0800
for your RISK-FREE Consultation!

1043 Raritan Rd., Clark, NJ 07066
www.nespinecenter.com
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7 OSTEOARTHRITIS




OUR TOWN ZRasway * Page 11 « December 2023

LBEp.
QR qﬂLB_ERzP

IMPROVEMENTS O
A\
ROOFING « LANDSCAPING

ROOFING

INTERIOR /EXTERIOR CARPENTRY/GUTTERS

973-762-6333 973-762-6332

Fully Insured: Workers' Comp & Liability Fully Insured: Workers' GComp & Liability
NJHIC# 13VHE449500 HNJHIG# 13VH1 1964900

Our floor-to-ceiling renovating team...
t o e MNedptibaltobd?

ROOFING CEMENT/STONE
Roof Replacement Masonry

Gutter Installation Hardscaping
PAINTING RENOVATIONS
Interior & Exterior Additions

Deck Refinishing Attic & Basement Remodel
Floor Refinishing Kitchen & Bath Remodel
CARPENTRY & REQUESTA QUOTE

Dgck Building : premiom I
Millwork QUALITY &
Floor Installation GUARANTEED
Cabinet Installation
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FAMILY FUN BEGINS AT THE GATEWAY FAMILY YMCA

At The Gateway Family YMCA, individuals
and families find more than just a place to work
out. With opportunities to connect with new
people, develop new skills and explore new
interests, the Y facilitates the discovery of new
passions and assists in gaining a greater sense of
purpose for all. For local families, The Gateway
Family YMCA provides a fun and unique
opportunity to support all ages, together or apart,
within the same organization.

“At the Y, we have the unique opportunity, and
mission, to support all. We strive to provide
inclusive, equitable and innovative programming
and services for all ages, and commit to
supporting individuals and families throughout
the 17 communities we serve in Eastern Union
County and Northern Middlesex County,” stated
Melynda A. Disla, President and CEO, The
Gateway Family YMCA. “At our Y, everyone has
a place to go where they can feel supported and
receive help. We are proud to be the place where
adults can find life balance; children can reach
their full potential; seniors can be active and
social; and families can connect and strengthen
relationships.”

The Gateway Family YMCA offers a variety
of programs to help achieve greater health and
well-being, nurture youth and inspire individuals
to give back to better their community. Program
information and registration is available online at
tgfymca.org for programs including swimming
lessons, youth sports, active older adult fitness,
dance, gymnastics, Esports, WISE Community
Services and chronic disease self-management
programs. Through the 7th Grade Initiative and
7th Grade Leaders Club, youth are supported
with a complimentary membership, leadership
opportunities and special events.

The Gateway Family YMCA provides
individuals and families with the opportunity to
improve their health and well-being and connect
with the greater community, all while
participating in their favorite program or activity,
either at the Y, or virtually from home. Social
events, affinity clubs, family special events,
programs, activities and specialized children’s
theme events provide the variety of activities

Enmmunlly H.lmhlr:hlp F-nr HI {

ST /

YMCA OPEN HUUSE! 12115-1217

Community Welcome! Visit the ¥ for a class, swim,
basketball & more!

necessary to keep everyone engaged. No other
organization provides the breadth of
programming inclusive of all ages.

“Our goal is to provide a seamless opportunity
to make healthy living easy and equitable for all
ages,” stated Rodger D. Koerber EVP, Chief
Operating Officer. “We know that social and
mental well-being are increasingly important for
all. At the Y, neighbors from all backgrounds and
walks of life can discover common ground,
broaden their perspectives, and support one
another. We like to say there are no strangers,
only friends you haven’t met yet.”

As a leading nonprofit committed to

TEAM-LAW® §

has been

WINNING

LARGE

VERDICTS

and settlements
throughout NJ “
for over 60 Years, over %

$700 MILLION

recovered

“Hpsults vary besed on e Teols and cvcwmsimoes of €

- Motar Vehicle Accidents
« Motercyele Accidents

+ Criminal Defensa

* Traffic Violations

WA Disability

K ar

CONSTRUCTION ACCIDENTS ALUTOMOBILE ACCIDENTS

b S fur [ g .-l-.a.-.---- M '--.u.l'-|'., Ve Fimp 18
y

ey Lo acpe

Lo L

S L R

136 Central Ave

Clark, NJ 07066

OTHER DOFFICES INCLURDE UNION CITY, JEREEY CITY. EDESON, NEW BRUKNEWICH. NEWARK. ARD ORARGE

®
1-800-TEAM-LAW
TEAMLAW.COM
Serving New fersey for over 60 years,
« Federal Workers' Compansablon
= Workers' Compansation

« Madical Malpractics
= Soclal Security Disability

s P
Mo Emonar. Peogas: m --u-...u...q...- Wlm"-\q|--|.np|"\_r By
g Ly D9 P sl | B dimam] b
Har g {0 Theg Aglor-iesd . St e Tven) Bp T Spimry Comer oo i,

732-388-5454 \(HiLC

S HabDlay Epaitol = Fala.Se Portuguess

strengthening community by connecting all
people to their potential, purpose and each other,
the Y focuses on empowering young people,
improving health and well-being and inspiring
action in and across communities. By bringing
together people from different backgrounds,
perspectives and generations, the Y ensures that
all have access to the opportunities, relationships,
and resources necessary to learn, grow and thrive.
The Gateway Family YMCA is a non-profit
charitable organization serving Eastern Union
County and Northern Middlesex County for over
123 years. Through the Y’s Annual Support
Campaign, Membership For All Financial
Assistance is available to those who qualify.

To learn more about The Gateway Family
YMCA, visit tgfymca.org or contact the
Elizabeth Branch (908-355-9622), Five Points
Branch (908-688-9622), Rahway Branch
(732-388-0057), or the Wellness Center Branch
(908-349-9622) for more information.

+ Slip & Falls

* Legal Malpractica

+[Dag Bltes

* Construction Sife Accidents
* Unsafe Products

B

CREdINAL DEFENSE

MEDECAL MEQLIGENCE

DO D N Tel P OO0 O3 Felve SEY
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CHIMNEY & ROOFING SPECIALISTS

¢ All Work Guaranteed

e 24/7 Emergency Service
¢ 15% Senior Discount

e Major Credit Cards

e NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

MURSELI PRO GONSTRUCTION

908-361-6372

1-800-650-0968

Family
Owned &
Operated For
20 Years

Save $1,000
ON ROOF | Wy
REPLACEMENT RO A KR

CH'MNEYS \With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. A
# HomeAdvisor

Some restrictions apply. Expires 12/31/23.
SIDING
You Home Improvement Connection

Ki

& Like us on

e MasiérElite

T F G CORTRAL TOR

SUPER W
SERVICE

A AWARD
.I".. T

=——"———. |Carbon Monoxide
(DANGE is invisible,
e NEW CARBON odorless,

BOMPLETE SET OF STEPS FUNDATIONS MONOXIDE EITEE AR

Up to 6 Feet, 5 Steps / Brick, Limestone & Concrete 3 WATERPROOFING $600 OFF

Speciat $3,750

NEW SIDING JOB

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Some restrictions apply. Expires 12/31/23.

[le DRIVEWAYS
o STEPS

* BRICK & BLOCK

&= [* SIDEWALKS $400 OFF
—1* REPAIR ANY FOUNDATION JOB

OF $2000 OR MORE

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Some restrictions apply. Expires 12/31/23.

| » RE-ROOF

: :(E)‘I’IVFRF?EOI:AIRS $3 50 0 F F

¢ SHINGLES
| « FLAT ROOF ANY ROOF REPAIR
of $1,000 or more

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 12/31/23.

| CHIMNEY LINER

|5 Sgeciat $1,300
Oy .
A y
AL WHY SHOULD I USE A CHIMINEY LINING SYSTEM? C HINMINEY
* Protect your house from heat transfer combustibles il * CLEANING
Bl $350 OFF

ANT
Wk
e Protect the masonry from the corrosive hy products of
bl ANY CHIMNEY REPAIR

combustion
e Provide a correctly sized flue for optimum efficiency of $800 or more
° cAPPING With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

of appliance
Expires 12/31/23.

EEEE=EEE

Easy &
@/ Effective | | B e | | |° CLEANING $1 50
; : « INSTALLATION
Cleaning || Long Term Preservation | | |, scReeNING GUTTERS CLEANING
* REPAIRS (Any Average House)

With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires December 31, 2023.

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 12/31/23.

* REPLACEMENTS k=
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PUMPKIN PICKING
AND PETTING Z00

Submitted by by Dyan McMillen

The Grover Cleveland Elementary School
Parent Teacher Association (PTA) hosted a
successful pumpkin picking and petting zoo
event on October 23, 2023. The event was held
at the school grounds and was for the Pre-K and
Kindergarten students. The PTA partnered with
A. Casola Farms in Holmdel, NJ to provide the
pumpkins and petting zoo animals.Children had
the opportunity to pick their own pumpkins, pet
goats, sheep, and rabbits.

The weather was perfect for the event, and the
children had a wonderful time.

¥
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% 19th Annual

CHRISTMAS
¢ ¢ WAREHOUSE SALE j

% OPEN TO THE PUBLIC |
@ ARTIFICIAL CHRINTMAS TREE) #

%’- Wreaths & Garlands Up t015’

: o« Qutdoor Decorations
§ * And Much More

____________________________

; $10 off $50 (before tax)
?a'  $20 off $100 (before tax)

ﬂ 1 One coupon per customer. Can not be
. | combined with any other offer.
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;g 3614 Kennedy Road -,
.g South Plainfield, NJ  casn o checks
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I‘E 10 am to 4 pm - 7daysaweek e
b (closed Thanksgiving Day) Al Sales Final
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BREAKFAST WITH SANTA

To benefit Relay for Life of Rahway & American Cancer Society

Bring the kids to Breakfast with Santa on
Saturday, December 2nd, from 8:00 - 10:00
a.m., at Applebee’s, Aviation Plaza, 671 West
Edgar Road, Linden. Breakfast includes,
pancakes, sausage, scrambled eggs, and a
beverage (coffee, tea, juice, or soda).

Tickets are $12 per person,

$6 for children 5 and under.

To purchase tickets, contact Paula at 732-
331-9520, or paulaspad4@gmail.com, or Renee
Sarnicki can be reached Monday through
Wednesday, and Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m., at 732-382-5550,

or reneesarnickiacs@aol.com. Tickets can be
paid for via Venmo @RahwayRFL (reference
“Donation-Breakfast with Santa”). Cash or
checks (made payable to “Cash™) can be

’EﬁLI_EF*IEH

KEAN UNMIVERSITY

dropped off (on Fridays only from 8:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m., unless other arrangements have been
made) at the Rahway Regional Cancer Center,
892 Trussler Avenue, Rahway, in an envelope
labeled with your name.

All proceeds will benefit the American
Cancer Society in funding breakthrough
research, clinical trials, and services for cancer
patients and their families. Your participation
helps make a huge difference in this fight!

If you are unable to attend this event, please
visit our website at relayforlife.org/rahwaynj for
information regarding cancer prevention,
support and services for patients and families,
survivor registration, ways to get involved,
future events, or to make a tax-deductible
donation.

Now Showing!

GIANTS
SLYNALE
EPNICORNS

e World of S Mythic (reatures

Oct. 14, 2023 - Feb. 25, 2024

Liberty Hall Academic Center Gallery | Kean University
1003 Morris Ave, Bldg. 2 | Union, New Jersey
Galleries.kean.edu | (908) 737-5301

Organized by the American Musewum of Matural History (amnh.org),
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FOUNDATION REPAIRS BEFORE & AFTER

Gt e L

CHI
STARTING AT $150

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.

Expires 12/31/23.

OFF DISCOUNT

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 12/31/23.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.

Expires 12/31/23.

NEW STEPS

] $3000FF ANY JOB

1
1
of $2,000 or more :

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer. |
Expires 12/31/23.

I ANY NEW

PREFERRED
CONTRACTO

J

*800°™ Rdirio:

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 12/31/23.

7 We offer
S FINANCING
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMAT

E 800-206-8529

$350-$450

ANY ROOF REPAIR

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.

Expires 12/31/23.




OUR TOWN Zatway * Page 16 ¢ December 2023

RAHWAY'S OWN RECOGNIZES JANIAH MARRON-BROWN

Submitted by Dyan McMillen
Rahway's Own, a program that celebrates the
accomplishments of Rahway residents, has

selected Janiah Marron-Brown, a student at
Grover Cleveland Elementary School, as a Rising
Star for her volunteer work at her church.
Janiah is a kind and compassionate young lady
who is always willing to help others.

She

(above, I-r) Janiah Marron-Brown with
Mrs. Antzcak.

CHESS IN MILLBURN

CHESS ACADEMY

Individual and group lessons
From beginners on up.
* In-person and Online Lessons

* Regular classes at
27 Bleeker St., Millburn, NJ

* Rated Chess Tournaments
* Search us on YouTube: Chess Party

908-416-1695

Visit our website for details and placement test!

ChessInMillburn.com
chessinmillourn@gmail.com

"Janiah is a wonderful role model for our
youth," said Debbie Antczak, 6th grade teacher
at Grover Cleveland. "She is always willing to
put others before herself and is dedicated to
making her community a better place."

Janiah  was  recognized  for  her
accomplishments at the Rahway's Own Rising
Stars ceremony on October 16, 2023.

volunteers at her church every Sunday, where she
helps to set up for services, greet worshippers,
and teach Sunday school. She is also a member
of the church's youth choir.

Janiah is also a dedicated student. She is an
honor roll student and is involved in several
extracurricular activities, including the school's
drama club and student council.

(above) Janiah Marron-Brown and her family, Christopher, her grandparents,
and her sister Jasmine.

Nl SAM’S

LANDSCAPING

COMPLETE PROPERTY CARE

Courtesy photos

_BOOK NOW TO HAVE YOUR
OUTDOOR LIVING SPACE
DY FOR THE SPRING!

1...'

I
r_.,

f;

“E

MSLANDSCAPING COM
908-441-1302
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COPING WITH LOSS DURING THE HOLIDAYS

There is so much pressure to be happy in our
culture, especially at the holidays. We are
supposed to have a Happy Thanksgiving, a
“merry little Christmas” or a Happy Hanukkah.
But grief doesn’t take a holiday.

Imagine, A Center for Coping with Loss would
like to offer support to those navigating the
challenges of grieving during the holiday season
and offer some coping strategies as well. On
Thursday December 14th from 6:30-8 pm,
Imagine will offer a workshop on Coping with
Loss During the Holidays. The free workshop
will be held at their center at 244 Sheffield Street
in Mountainside and is open to adults and
children grades 3 and older.

Imagine’s Grief Educator, Connie Palmer,
LCSW will present the workshop in English and
Training and Education Director, Veronica Ortiz,
LPC and Bilingual Program Manager, Sonia
Nuiiez will present the workshop at the same time
in Spanish. Pizza dinner is available prior to the
session beginning at 6:15 for those who sign up.
Hot cocoa and cookies will be served as well.

If you are looking for support as you cope with
a loss this holiday season, the staff at Imagine
would like to help, and hope to see you at the
workshop on the 14th.

Imagine is a 501¢3 nonprofit that offers free
year-round grief support groups for children ages
3-18 and young adults 19-30 who are coping with

a loss due to death. Concurrently, support groups
are available for the parents and guardians of the
children in the groups and offered in English and
Spanish. Imagine also offers grief and loss
education and training to the community. For
more information please contact Imagine at
908-264-3100 or info@imaginenj.org.

(above) If you 're interested in attending the
workshop presented in English, please scan the
OR code or visit Imagine s website at
imaginenj.org/education-training/community-
webinars/ to register. Registration is not
required for the workshop presented in Spanish.
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SECOND BAPTIST
CHURCH CLOTHES
CLOSET MINISTRY

378 E. Milton Avenue
Rahway, NJ 07065
732-381-1950

All are Welcome
Free will donations are accepted for items.
Free clothes are available to families going
through financial hardship;
referrals are welcome.

Hours of Operations

Open every 1st & 3rd Saturday of each month:

from 10am — 2pm. Please enter through the
Lenox St. entrance.
Items Available
Baby, Children, Women and Men clothing,
Shoes, and Handbags. Work business and
casual clothing.
Donation drop off is on the 1st Saturdays
between 10am - 12pm.

For more info, please contact Deaconess

Cheryl Draper @ 732-713-9020 or Deaconess

Itlean Washington @ 732-850-1248.

Please do not leave any clothes donation on the

steps of the Church or by the Office door.
Thank You.

Now is the time to get heating system up to speed.
CALL TODAY FOR ALL YOUR HEATING, AIR CONDITIONING,

o
WOOLLEY

HOME SOLUTIONS

Ao

AND FUEL NEEDS Q()8-760-0583

Now is the time to get your heating sytem ready for winter. If your heating system

is over 15 years old, you may want to consider a more efficient replacement.

Avoid last minute emergencies before the freezing weather hits. Let the experts

at Woolley evaluate your cooling and heating needs and provide you with a FREE

no obligation estimate. We are a full-service installation, maintenance, and repair company.
In need of a tune-up? We provide that too, along with Woolley Extra Care Service Plans.

woolleyfuel.com Apriie

Williamson [ m|WEIL-mcLAIN

f
k

N. Woolley Master HVACR contractor Lic. # 1261

. We will continue to offer the same great

service delivered to REEL-STRONG customers.

Woolley Home Solutions is a family-owned and
operated company providing over 99 years of
honest, high-quality service.

Our mission is simple - to be your trusted,
total home comfort solutions provider.

The addition of REEL-STRONG represents an
exciting opportunity for WOOLLEY to do more
for our customers. You will still find the same
reliable technicians and office staff from
REEL-STRONG now at WOOLLEY HOME.
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§$300 OFF NEW RHEEM HEATING OR !

AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM |

Expires: 12/31/2023. May Not Be Combined With Other Offers. 1
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MASQUERADE AT THE ACADEMY

Kristina Petti, Rahway Public Schools
The PBSIS (Positive Behavior Support In
Schools) ran a Masquerade Dance on October
26th, that had about 150 students in attendance.
The kids all came dressed to impress and many
had a masquerade mask on as well. They all had
a blast.

Trisha Grimes and the rest of the PTO were a
huge help in making this successful. They
reached out to local restaurants and requested
food donations. A huge thank you to Alfonso's
Catering, Rocky's Bar & Grill, and Rod's Fish &
Chips for the generous donations. Other food
was provided by Tony's Pizza Cafe and Ortega's

Courtesy Photos
J

IT’S TIME FOR NEW DENTURES!
If your dentures ...
* Are loose
» Over 5 years old F
* Have been repaired many times
Or...
* You would like to improve your smile
Then call ...
* For an appointment today!

The doctors at Dentalcare Associates ASK ABOUT IMPLANT

will provide all your denture needs.  SUPPORTED DENTURES.
1 HOUR DENTURE REPAIRS ¢ LABORATORY ON PREMISES
3 HOUR LAB RELINES  ALL REPAIRS SCHEDULE PERMITTING
—

PENTALCARE DENTURES

908-322-7800
567 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains NJ

www.njdentalcare.com/dentures
Most Insurances Accepted e Interest Free Financing

____________________________________________

 15% SENIOR COURTESY |

1 Reg. $2995-$3200 per arch. Additional fees may occur for individual cases. 1
!Present this ad. Not valid with other offers or PPO insurance. Exp. 3/31/24 RN
1

(above) PTO Members selling bracelets and juice blood bags

BBQ Churrasqueira.

Academy administrators, teachers, paras, and
parents also made donations and helped
chaperone the dance as well.

This dance would not have been successful
without the support of our entire community, so
thank you!

(above) VP James Overton, Superitendent
Dr. Aleya Shoieb, Principal Isabel Colon

NJHIC # 13VH12657000

D'Amores
Home Improvement LL.C
CONTRACTOR & HANDYMAN SERVICES

Call Today & Get your FREE estimate
p, (862) 888-1086

o
’{ Damore.woodworks@gmail.com

Insured / Background Check
Services:

¢ Interior Painting

¢ Handyman Services

e Property Management

¢ Home Renovations

e Kitchen & Bathrooms

@ Damores_home_improvement

We do the small jobs no one else wants.

#'h

Providing Energy.
Improving Lives.

I EAYWAY REFINERY
@




Submitted by Dyan McMillen

Grover Cleveland FElementary School
celebrated Veterans Day on November 7th with
a special assembly honoring those who have
served in the United States military. The
assembly featured music, presentations, and
remarks from special guests, including local
veterans Gary Bresinger and Steven Brown.

Mr. Bresinger, father of student Samantha
Bresinger, served in the United States Marine
Corps. Mr. Brown, grandfather of student Zak
Awkward, served in the United States Marine
Corps. Both veterans shared their stories of
service with the students and spoke about the
importance of remembering and honoring
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GROVER CLEVELAND SCHOOL HONORS VETERANS

veterans.

The assembly also featured Mr. Barry
Rosenzwieg, who served in the Army and played
patriotic songs that children sang along to.

“We are so grateful for the opportunity to
honor our veterans and teach our students about
the importance of their service,” said Principal Al
Giambrone. “Our veterans have made many
sacrifices to protect our freedom, and we owe
them a debt of gratitude.”

The assembly was a special event for the entire
Grover Cleveland community. It was a time to
remember and honor those who have served our
country, and to teach our children about the
importance of patriotism and service.

(above) Mr. Giambrone, Mr. Barry Rosenwieg , Zak Awkward, Mr. Brown, Mr. Bresinger,
Samantha Bresinger, and Mr. McCormick.
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Wishing Everyone Happy Holidays from Clark BBQ! )

Chicken ¢ Ribs * Sausage * Steaks * Chops * Seafood * Deserts"

1419 Raritan Road ¢ Clark, NJ 07066
732-396-4600 » www. clarkbbq.com

@clarkbbq

EAT IN OR
TAKE OUT

Sunday Thru Thursday
11am-9pm

Friday & Saturday
11am-10pm

Ocder Party Trays Today
for All Events - Inside and Out

Su Taco Rico

Best Mexican Tacos
in the area!

908- 577-5055

We offer catering |
for all occasions.

HOURS Monday - Saturday: 10 am - 10 pm

Dine in - Pick up - Delivery
333 W. St. Georges Ave,

Linden N =
GRUBHUB J L:-rJ':.'H:‘.g.l'l.b-H

Featuring:

FAMILY STYLE DINNER

PREMIUM OPEN BAR

¢ Cold Antipasto
* Pasta Course ® Salad
¢ Filet Mignon & Lobster Tails
¢ Potatoes and Vegetables
* Cookies Pastries, Coffee

Champagne Toast at Midnight
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Noisemakers and Hats provided
$125 per person

Advanced ticket sales only. Reservations
also being accepted for al la carte dining.

Private Rooms Accommodate Guests
Ranging from 25-200

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK (Closed Mondays)

for ala carte dining
Gift Certificates Always Available
Call about our daily lunch & dinner specials.

(908) 862-0020
1700 W. Elizabeth Ave. Linden, NJ

www.amiciristorante.com
#njitaly




OUR TOWN Rasuay * Page 20 « December 2023

PICTURESQUE RAHWAY — LARGE ESTATES LOST OVER YEARS

Submitted by Al Shipley, City Historian and Rahway Library Research Consultant

On Thursday, May 27, 1948, the editors and
staff of the Rahway-News Record published a
180-page issue to commemorate the 125th
anniversary of their newspaper. The extensive
issue contained nine sections which covered all
aspects of community life including the history
of Rahway as a city of homes and industry. One
article bemoaned the loss of some of the elegant
estates that once graced the streets of many
neighborhoods. The article cited several reasons
for the loss of the large mansions and feared
more of these gems would be razed in the future.

It’s obvious their fears were justified as large
properties were taken down during the decades
of the 1960s and 1970s. The three magnificent
structures that follow are examples of the
beauties that were lost.

Courtesy photos
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(above) Tuscan villa “castle” was the home
of Jacob Shotwell, a prominent citizen.

The Tuscan villa “castle” was the home of
Jacob Shotwell, a prominent citizen who was
Director of the Rahway Gas Light Company and
vice-president of the Rahway Savings Bank.
Built in the 1870s, “Elmwood” was located

CATHOLIC THARITIES @F THE

ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK PRESEMNT

i
T

WWW.CHRISPINMELLA.COM/DATES

about 50 yards back from the corner of Elm and
Esterbrook Avenues. The imposing stucco home
featured a three-story flat-roofed entrance tower
with central recessed entry, arched Palladian
windows, over-hanging roof lines, and heavy
support brackets, all characteristics of this
masculine architectural style. It later became the
home of Frank Stillman, a civic leader who
served on many local boards. In the late 1950s
the home became the property of the Zion
Lutheran congregation and was used as their
Sunday school building. It was razed in 1975.

—_—
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(above) “Elsmere Villa,” the estate
of George Bracher.

“Elsmere Villa,” the estate of George Bracher,
was located at the end of East Hazelwood
Avenue near the city limits just before the corner
of Hart Street. Built in 1849, the three-story, 22
room Gothic Revival structure was set far back
off the road on beautiful park-like grounds. The
romantic Gothic style was characterized by
pointed arches, steep gabled roofs, lacy
bargeboards, colonnaded verandas, oriel
windows, and finials on roof peaks. By the mid-
1930s the residence was converted into a
meeting hall and tavern and eventually became
the Royal Gardens Picnic Grove, where social
clubs held their outings. The building was torn
down in the mid-1970s.

PIPES OF CHRISTMAS

24™ AMNUAL PRODUCTIOMN

WE'RE BACK
Answer the call of the pipes and drums

it Pkl o e Ll Tivel, T Pigerd OF Chessamuin W oo 3 riie e Tufety Do
Foreer the Sacred and ceiebrale the Boldey weason i a everert, oyt shde Tal
Pion sl % et S i CRlTa S d10rs

SATURDAY SUMNMDAY
December 172 December 18™
2PM & TPM 2PM & TP
Mew York City, WY Smmil, Mew herey

Full defisiy 5! plpsssichrisforun com. Broughi 1= vou by e |eemed] Krdred of Cums

(above) Peter Tillman's home was touted as
the largest home in Rahway. Mr. Tillman served
three terms as an assemblyman in the State
Legislature and was Rahway's tax assessor.

Touted as the largest home in Rahway, the
residence of Peter Tillman stood on the north
side of west Milton Avenue near the corner of
Pierpont Street. Mr. Tillman served three terms
as an assemblyman in the State Legislature and
was Rahway’s tax assessor. Architectural
features included an ornate front entrance porch,
triangular crowning over porch and windows,
dentil molding, a three-story tower with conical
roof, and massive chimneys with caps. By the
1920s, the massive home became too large to
accommodate single family living and was
converted into a multi-family dwelling with as
many as six units. It served in that capacity until
it was razed in 1967. The Clifford Case Senior
Apartments were erected on the site in 1985.

Fortunately, handsome, “picturesque” homes
still stand in Rahway neighborhoods, many from
the 18th and 19th centuries with historical or
architectural importance. City officials have
shown an interest in protecting these valuable
properties and several families are currently
restoring their homes to showcase their
significance and at the same time to increase
their value. Let’s hope we heed the warnings
given in the 1948 anniversary issue and continue
to make efforts to protect the legacy of our city’s
housing stock.

Free Concert
Sunday, December 10, 2023 » 2 pm
LC] Summit Middle School
272 Morris Avenue, Summit
New Jersey Intergenerational Orchestra
Family Holiday Concert
Featuring, Traditional Holiday Favorites
A Family Concert!
Instrument Petting Zoo
Thanks to Elefante Music
Percussion play along!
s
o
" B}

Visit us at NJ[IOworg

Warren Coaben, Artistic Director & Symphony Condsctor




In December of 2019, I wrote an article for
Our Town on "The History of Chocolate" so I
thought Vanilla would be a good follow up topic.
I must admit I'm surprised how little I knew about
vanilla. For example vanilla is the world's most
favorite spice. It is also the most labor-intensive
crop in the world. Today there are now over 150
different varieties of vanilla orchid plants, each
imparting its own unique characteristic.

Vanilla is believed to have been initially
cultivated by the Totonac people in Mexico, in
the region of Totonacapan. This region is now
encapsulated by the state of Veracruz in modern-
day Mexico. It is unknown how long exactly the
Totonac had known about and cultivated Vanilla,
but in the 15th century, the Aztecs conquered the
Totonacs.

Afterwards the Aztecs would get a large part
of their tribute from the Totonacs in the form of
Vanilla and the Aztecs, in turn, used the vanilla
for their Chocolatl. They discovered the value
that the black vanilla pod brought in flavoring
and medicinal benefits to their culture. The
Aztacs were the first to use both drinks, often
mixing them together. The mixture was much like
our "hot chocolate" which they called it
"xocolatl."

Legend says Aztec Emperor Montezuma was
quoted saying xocolatl is a "Divine drink, which
builds up resistance and fights fatigue. A cup of
this precious drink permits a man to walk for a
whole day without food."

In 1519, Hernando Cortez was served a
beverage mixture of cocoa and vanilla by Aztec
Emperor Montezuma, most likely the xocolatl.
Both flavors were so well received by the
Spanish conqueror that he brought the cocoa and
vanilla beverage back to Europe as a treasure
from the New World. Europeans quickly fell in
love with vanilla and found that it could be used
in a wide variety of recipes and beverages. They
imported the cured vanilla beans from Mexico
until the mid-1800s as a luxury spice for the elite
class.

With European expansion around the world,
cuttings of the vanilla vine were transplanted to
other tropical regions to see if it would grow
outside of its native region, Mexico. The vines
did grow, however they did it not bear fruit.

Finally, a Belgian botanist, Charles Morren
realized that this was because the Melipone Bee
(native to Mexico), was the only source of

FREE ESTIMATES

AW Phases of
tlectrical Work

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
ELECTRICAL REPAIR * CONTROL WIRING + CIRCUIT BREAKERS
ELECTRICAL PANELS  SMART HOME SERVICES * BOILERS
EV CHARGER INSTALLATION + SMOKE DETECTORS
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT - 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

lic# 2o|-6oo-3530m".£2‘1_‘;%’
Short Circuit Specialisty

888400

(above) Vanilla is a spice made from the seeds
hidden in the long seed pods of a "Vanilla
orchid”.

pollination for the vanilla orchid. This bee had
developed a longer proboscis (mouth) which
could reach into the vanilla pod flowers.
Symbiotic relationships like this are common in
nature and one of the reasons planting natives in
our area is so important.

The future of vanilla came down to the
discovery of a young 12 year old slave named
Edmond Albius on the island of Réunion, who in
1841 figured out how to hand-pollinate the
vanilla orchids. This discovery changed the
game, and allowed global cultivation of the plant.
With France the primary driver, leading to a
number of former French colonies becoming the
primary producers of wvanilla, namely
Madagascar and Réunion. Indonesia and a
handful of other nations, Tahiti, Mexico and
Tonga make up the remaining majority of the
world's vanilla production. In fact today,
Madagascar and Réunion produce somewhere
between 70% and 80% of all vanilla in the world.

When the Spaniards in turn came and took the
land from the Aztecs, vanilla was one of the first
spices/ingredients to be brought home. Cortez
was the European "discoverer" of vanilla, and he
brought home a large supply of vanilla to the
Spanish royal court. From there it spread quickly
into the European palate, but only as an additive

JACOBSON

APPLIANCES
* Financing Available  FREE DELIVERY
. Special Discounts Open Mon. & Thurs. 10am - 7pm;

Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10am - 6pm;
* 50% off Sales Tax Sat 10am- 5pm; Sun - closed

All Major Credit Cards Accepted Yoo
725 Rahway Ave - Elizabeth

908-354-8533 * 908-352-2232

www.jacobsonappliances.com

____________________________________________

:  $25 OFF FOR RAHWAY
i RESIDENTS & BUSINESSES :

One per customer. Can not be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase
of $399.00. must present this coupon at time of purchase. Offer Expires 12/31/23.

* December 2023

(above) Past President of The Rahway Garden
Club, James Keane, has been researching and
answering garden questions since 1995.
Visit 'Keane Gardener' blog at:
keanegardener.blogspot.com

in chocolate products.

In the early 17th century, Queen Elizabeth's
apothecary invented non-chocolate vanilla-
flavored sweetmeats, vanilla became a core
ingredient in its own right. By the early 18th
century the French were using vanilla to flavor
everything from ice-cream (discovered by non-
other than Thomas Jefferson in the 1780s) to
pastries, but it wasn't until 1805 that the first
known vanilla recipe appears in a cookbook,
"The Art of Cookery" by Hannah Glasse.

Due to the world's vanilla obsession, there are
also many different vanilla products: gourmet
vanilla extract, vanilla beans, vanilla extract,
organic vanillas, and many more!

This information is in this article is gathered
from two sites on the internet.

Thanks to "Vera Mexicana', A Brief History Of
Vanilla and also 'Rodelle Kitchen' for your
research on this topic.

Happy Gardening

James

TOUCHING HEARTS
CHANOING LIVES

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

&
LIVE NATIVITY

We inwile you fo come and celebrate
the true reason for the Season.

December 14, 2023 |, First Baptist Church
177 Elm Ave Rahway MJ, OT04S
G:A0pm | Mativity 5:30pm -7 30pm

)

Light Hefrechmenty will be e revd
= Firur Baptian
o) toe_rowwoyn| B courenor Rafery

“ www.fbocrohway.org
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Marketing
Toolbox

Renna Media offers a full
range of marketing services,
in print and online, hyper-
local to regional, for every
budget and market size.

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS

We mail 160,000 newspapers
to every home and business in
24 towns.You can advertise
in any number of towns.
Ads start at $60.

FULL COLOR PRINTING

We print flyers and menus,
full color, two sided,
on coated stock for only
$45 per thousand.

DIREGT MAIL

Insert your flyer into the
newspapers and get it mailed
to every home and business for
$60 per thousand and as low as
$30 per thousand for higher
quantities.

ONLINE MARKETING

Online ads and press releases
designed and placed to drive
traffic to your website and get
your phone ringing.

SOCIAL MEDIA

We can design and/or manage
your social media campaign
from passive to aggressive plans
customized to work within
your budget.

WEBSITE AND
SEO SERVIGES

Start with an audit/analysis

of your website giving you a

report and recommendations
for $250.

It is highly recommended to
have a marketing plan and
budget before spending.

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A
FREE GONSULTATION.
908-447-1295

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY!

Tina Renna 908-418-5586 ¢ tinarenna@rennamedia.com
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 + joerenna@rennamedia.com
202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Online at RennaMedia.com
and NJLocalinfo.com

Gall today for FREE consult on
marketing and business plans.

Advertise
in 1 or all

24 towns
MEeDiA
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Friday NOV. 24 2-6pm

City Hall F'qurand Lewis Street Pavilion
Tree Lighting at épm

cityod ramwol ¥
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Mayor Raymend A Glacobbe and the Rahway City Councll Present

AN B prepared Par bl Ohrtitmas Eve npusadd, Saris will Sour Baibwag,
wacsrted by the Mayse, CRy Councll memben, Rabvway Polios Dapartmest,
Ralway Fire Departeent, and Rahway EMS. Tha roule will Be passing
r savernl City parks 35 well 2 Beroegh Ry River Pari
Wisit woarw . CityOfRahway.com/ santaonparade to oo Santa's moube.

cityofraiway

A RN R

Relay For Life of Rohway — Team Rahway Regional Cancer Center
Invites you to bring the Kids on

Saturday, December 2, 2023
E..-hE-ul!I'l 5:6“&1;}:-—-“‘
with .§ arntal

Breakfast from: 8:00 am to 10:00 am

Location: Applebee's at Linden in Aviation Plaza
671 W Edgar Road - Linden, NJ 07036

Cost: $12.00 per person $6.00 Children 5 & under
Venmo m RahwayRFL or {Check payable to Cash or Cash}

Venmo you must state "Donation”

For tickets please contact: Paula 732.331.9520 paulaspad4@gmail.com
Ot Renee Sarnicki 732.382.5550 - Monday - Wednesday, Friday -4

ReneeSarnickiACS@acl.com
Tickets con be plcked up ot the Concer Center 892 Trussler Phoce, Rabwoy, NJ on Fridags
onby from 8:00 am 1o 430 pm , unless special arrangements have been mode,

» Y Santa needs -to know -who is -coming!
) Advanced -purchase -is -recommended.

Heal indudes: Fancalies, sage, sorambled oggs and a beverage (Cofee, juice, soda or fea )
Thes flaer s only interded Tor advertising purposes, Ticket valdd for pancake ewent only,
AppisbeswE mary ibems ans fol inciuded s panl of purchine

Mayor Raymond A. Glacobbe and the Rahway City Council Present
=
:,"' -

T o FRIDAY
1o December 15

Pictures with Santa and the Grinch,
Live Performances, Hot Chocolate, Giveaways,
Strolling Characters, and more!

cifyofranmway

T RiTE L s PR
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M ETFIO

LINDEN

ORDER ONLINE AT
www.metroliquors.com
908-925-1770

PICK-UP CURBSIDE

) )
. WIttY'S
Fine Wine and Liquors
ORDER ONLINE AT

www.wittyswine.com
732-381-6776

PICK-UP CURBSIDE

OR DELIVERY

870 ST. GEORGES AVE.
(RT. 27) RAHWAY, NJ 07065
email: wittyswines@gmail.com

1179 WEST ST. GEORGES AVE.
(RT. 27) LINDEN, NJ 07036

email: metroliquors@gmail.com
Hours: Mon. thru Sat. 9am - 10pm, Sun: 11am - 8pm %

Like us on Facebook: Facebook.com/metrolinden and Facebook.com/wittyswines

Hours: Mon. thru Wed. 9am - 9pm, Thur. - Sat. 9am - 10pm, Sun. 10am - 7pm

WHISKY VODKA WINE
Ballantine .............ccccooevcncnane. 1.75L Absolut (regular)........coooovvvvvecerrn.. 750 $20.99 Bartenura Moscato .....................cc.cco...... $12.99
Buchanan's 12yrs old .......... Absolut (regular).............................. L) D $31.99  Barone Fini Pinot Grigio .............ccccooe $11.99
Buchanan's 12yrs old .......... Belvedere Organic Vodka............... || S $39.99  Beringer White Zinfandel $ 5.99
Bushmill's Irish .................. Belvedere Organic Vodka................ 1750 $49.99  Beringer White Zinfandel...........c.c..coeo..... 1.5L $ 9.49
Chivas Regal...................... Ciroc (all types) ....vveeeereererreeeere 750ml $29.99  Black Box (All Types).......ccooovruvvrivnnninnne. $19.99
Chivas Regal........................ CiFOC (all tyPES) .ovvvvvverrrrrrrrrrrrrers 175L $57.99  Carnivor Cabernet Sauvignon................... 750ml............. $10.99
Chivas Regal 18 yrs old Finlandia............. Casal Garcia Vinho Verde ........................ |} $ 6.99
Crown Royal ...................... Finlandia........ooooo 1.75L Cavit (Al TYPES) c.oveveverevererererereieevererennas | 5] U $15.99
Crown Royal ........................ Grey Goose Clos du Bois Chardonnay ...........cccc......... L5L e, $19.99
Dewars 12yrsold............................ Grey GOOSE .............ovveeeeeereereernnes LT5L o $39.99 DomPerignon.................ccooocooiiiinn. 750ml........... $264.99
Dewars 12 yrsold..............cocoovenee. | V) DU $45.99  Ketel One Dreaming Tree (ALl Types).....ccoovverveneenee. 750ml............. $13.99
Dewars White Label Ketel One ...............cccccocoorcrrcrcrrrrnns 1.75L Ecco Domani Pinot Grigio
Dewars White Label ........................ | V) DU $32.99  Luksusowa Vodka ... 1.75L Adagio Pinot Grigio ..............c.ococveeneencen. L5 e, $10.99
Gentleman Jack Pinnacle (all types).......c.cocvevenrennee 750ml....coeinnne. $11.99  Freixenet Brut, Extra, Extra Dry............. 750ml ............ $10.99
Gentleman Jack Pinnacle (80 proof) .................... 101 DR $17.99  Gato Negro (Al Types) .........ccoovvveuvuvccccs LSL s $ 9.99
Glenmorangie 10 yrsold................ 750ml..ceeeeiinennn. $40.99  SKyy ., 1750 o $21.99 Gazela Vinho Verde......................... 750ml............. $ 6.49
Glenlivet 12 yrs old Sobieski Joseph Carr Cabernet Sauvignon............ 750ml............. $21.99
Glenlivet 12 yrs old SODIESKI ........oooooeeeececeen 175L oo $21.99  Kendall Jackson Vintners Chardonnay ....750ml ............ $13.99
Grants ..o Stolichnaya (all types)..........ccc........ 175L o $31.99  Kim Crawford Sauvignon Blanc .............. 750ml ............ $14.99
Tanqueray Sterling ...................... T $19.99  Louis Jadot Beaujolais Villages ............. 750ml ............ $13.99
Tanqueray Sterling ................. 175L oo $30.99  Louis Jadot Pouilly Fuisse ................... 750ml ........... $26.99
Three Olives (all types) .........ccc....... 1L oo $19.99  Martini & RossiAsti .............................. 750ml ............ $11.97
Tito'sVodKa ..............o.....ooorerre. 175L oo $31.99 MenageaTroisRed ...l 750ml ........... $10.49
Mi Amore Red
RUM Moet Imperial Champagne..................... 750ml............. $52.99
Bacardi Light & Gold ...................... 750ml...cein $13.99  Noble Wine 337, 667 oo 750ml....... ... $11.99
Jim Beam Whisky Bacardi Light & Gold ....................... 1750 o, $20.99 T TRONTR e F 150 $11.99
Johhnie Walker Blue .................... Captain Morgan Spice................... L7SL e $26.99  Ruffino Chianti ............oocccooorrorre. 750ml ........... $ 9.99
Johhnie Walker Blue ................... 1.75L MANDU...ooooo 750ml. $21.99  Ruffing Chianti ............oooceeeroro. 15L o $14.99
Johnnie Walker Black.......... Malibu...........c.coooovvviii 1750 o, $31.99  Ruffino Pinot Grigio
Johnnie Walker Black...................... 1.75L TEQUILA Ruffino Tan label .......cccccoooevicivicnane.
Johnnie Walker Double Black Deleon Blanco Tequila .................. 750ml.. $37.99 Santa Margerita Pinot Grigio................... 750ml ........... $22.09
Johnnie WalkerRed ....................... Deleon Blanco Tequila ................. 1750 $59.99 Silver Oak Alexander Valley Cabernet ....750ml .......... $115.99
Johnnie WalkerRed ...................... 1.75L Patron Silver ... ... .. 750ml. $46.99 Simi Chardonnay............ccccoevviieeerriinnen. 750ml............. $13.09
Macallan 12yrs old (double cask)...750ml...................... $74.99  pawonsilver ... 1750 $89.99 Woodbridge (All Types) ...cccoevevevrnnnnae. 1.5L o $12.49
Makers Mark...............ccoeevveeennne. 750ml...eeiiiininn. $2999 Cantera Negl’a Coffee Tequila ......... 7500l oo $2999
Makers Mark................cocooovvrirnnnnn. 1750 o, $56.99
BEER
GIN Becks (1202) 24pK .......oveeeeeeeeenne... 24PK e, $27.99
BEEIRRE ... T2 A $38.99 DM MAOR o 28pK v $3649 e specialize in hard to find items
Bombay Saphire ud and Bud L!te CANS ..o K1075) S $25.99 d t d ust k!
Seagram's gin .............ooccoovveen.... 175L oo, $24.99  Bud and Bud Lite loose bottles........ 24pK e $22.99 anad custom oraers, just ask:
TanNQUEray .........ccocoooverirrverieenn. 750ml oo, $22.99 goors ::i:e/(lé“li’z) fjns """"""""""" 12DK ggggg P == = - -|
oors Lite/Miller Lite loose bottles. 24pkK .............c........ . 1 (o) | ()
TANQUEraY ............cooovveeeeeeereenane. V) DU $38.99 Coors Lite/Miller Lite ... 0pke $26.99 |, 1 0 A) OFF | 1 5 A) OFF
COGNAC & BRANDY Corona/Corona Lite loose bottles .... 24pk .........ccc......... $32.99 Any purchase of I | Any purchase of |
. Dab (160z) cans..........cccccovvuvcuncunce. 24PK s $26.99 I 6 hottles of wine 1! 12 hottles of wine !
COUI‘VO!S!EI‘ VSe i 750ml $35.99  Founders All DaylIPA................. J73) S $17.49 1 Restriction apply. 11 Restriction apply. 1
Courvoisier U.S. ... LTSL wevcveesvnrnsssssnn 360.99  Heineken/Heineken Lite bottles ...... 24pk ................ $32.99 | Icoupons not valid on sale items.l I Coupons not valid on sale items. 1
Remy Martin V.S.0.P. .................. PATI I $50.99  and Shark... ... .. e Sy
Remy Martin V.S.0.P. .................. | D7) D $99.99 Lech (500ml) Visit our facebook page for news of_ next tasting event:
Modelo Especial cans................. 24DK o $29.99 facebook.com/metrolinden
CORDIALS Pabst Blue Ribbon cans........... 30PK oo $20.99 « oy
Bailey's Irish Cream...................... L75L e, $47.99  Pilsner Urquell ............................... 24DK oo, $30.99 Cold or warm Beer = Same Price
Duggan’s Irish Cream Sam Adams Boston Lager ............. 24DK e, $34.99 “Visit the store for more In-Store Specials!”
Kahlua...........c..c.cooooovivii 1.75L Stella Artois loose bottles................ 24K o, $32.99 ) ) . o .
KIUPRIK. ..o SUPEFBOCK............oooieereerrerrerrrrn, 24K e, $32.99 ABC prices prevail other prices, limited to store inventory.
Licor 43 Yuengling Lager bottles.................. 24DK e, $23.99 Not responsible for typographical errors.

Zywiec (11.202) .oooeveverererereeecnnan. 24PK e $21.99 Prices may vary.



