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THE SEARCH IS ON FOR ROSIE THE ROSE CITY REINDEER

Chamber Gift Check, while the 2nd and 3rd place winners will each 
receive a $50 Madison Chamber Gift Check. 

“Join us in Madison this holiday season as we celebrate community, the 
joy of giving, and the magic of the Rose City.” said chamber executive 
director Karen Giambra. “Get ready to embark on a memorable adventure 
with Rosie the Rose City Reindeer, and let the festivities begin!” 

For more information and updates, visit MadisonNJChamber.org or 
contact the Madison Area Chamber of Commerce at 
MadisonChamber@gmail.com.

The Madison Area Chamber of Commerce is 
excited to invite children of all ages to embark on 
an enchanting month-long adventure searching 
for Rosie the Rose City Reindeer this holiday 
season. This event is set to kick off on Friday, 
November 24, 2023 and continue through 
Saturday, December 16, 2023. 

The Search for Rosie the Rose City Reindeer 
is a celebration of the holiday spirit and the joys 
of shopping locally in Madison, with over 50 
Chamber-member businesses taking part in the 
fun. Families are invited to join this magical 
journey that will run throughout the holiday 
season, culminating in a Grand Prize drawing on 
Monday, December 18, 2023. 

This engaging event is free of charge, open to 
the public, and exclusively designed for children. 
For a comprehensive list of participating 
businesses, please visit the Chamber's website at 
MadisonNJChamber.org. 
HOW IT WORKS: 

Pick Up a Participation Card: To get started, 
obtain a participation card from Tons of Toys, 64 
Main St. or Madison Pharmacy, 66 Main St. 

Hunt for Rosie: Search for Rosie the Rose City 
Reindeer at the participating businesses or on 
their respective websites, as indicated on the 
participation card. Collect a store stamp, 
signature, or the online code to mark your 
progress. 

Claim Your Prizes: When you've gathered a 
minimum of 30 distinct store stamps, signatures, 
or codes, bring your game card to Tons of Toys 
and claim a special prize generously provided by 
Tons of Toys. 

Enter the Grand Prize Drawing: To increase 
your chances of winning, aim to accumulate at 
least 40 store stamps, signatures, or codes. Once 
achieved, bring your game card to Tons of Toys 
or Madison Pharmacy, and you will be entered 
into an exciting drawing. 

Join the Grand Prize Drawing Event: Be sure 
to tune in to the live feed of the Grand Prize 
drawing on the ILoveMadisonNJ Facebook page 
on Monday, December 18, at 4:00 pm. The Grand 
Prize Winner will be awarded a $100 Madison 
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SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone 
you know accomplish something amazing? 
We are interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your 
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

 
ADVERTISING 

Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ Madison Monthly

YOU CAN HELP STUDENTS CHANGE HUNGER  
Submitted by Mary Beth Gabel, MHS Teacher and Key Club advisor

Madison High School Key Club members are 
hosting the annual Students Change Hunger Food 
Drive thru January 12, 2024. 

38 million Americans are food insecure, 
meaning they don’t know if they have enough to 
feed themselves and their families. Over 650,000 
live right here in New Jersey. The Community 
Food Bank of New Jersey is challenging all 
students, staff, teachers, and parents to think of 

those less fortunate by organizing a food drive 
and collecting as much food as possible to 
support those who need it the most.  
WAYS TO GET INVOLVED: 

Drop off nonperishable food items at the front 
entrance of the Madison High School from 2:05-
3:05 p.m. on Fridays now thru Jan. 12th. 
Monetary donations can also be made online 
using this link: give.cfbnj.org/team/536959

(above) Madison High School Key Club Members with Val Schuszler from the Interfaith Food 
Pantry, outside Madison High School.

Courtesy photo
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MADISON THRIFT SHOP 
DECEMBER SALES

The Madison Independent Thrift Shop is 
preparing for their sales in December. Included 
will be 50% on men’s clothing and 50% 0ff on 
wallets and evening bags. CDs DVDs and 
records will be selling for $1.00. 

The Thrift Shop, located at 39 Kings Road, is 
open Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday from 10:00 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m., and Saturday from 10:00 a.m. - 
3:00 p.m. 

A nonprofit group, it is operated entirely by 
volunteers, with all proceeds received from sales 
distributed annually to charitable groups in 
Madison and surrounding communities. It is 
looking for Community minded volunteers to 
help staff the store.  

Anyone wanting further information or may be 
interested in becoming a volunteer is encouraged 
to drop by the shop or call 973-377-2450 during 
business hours listed above.

I BUY OLD MOTORCYCLES 
All Types - Running or Not

Call or Text Glenn 
732-556-7636

Same Day Pick-up 
We Pay Cash

Also Looking for  
Honda Elements 
Toyota Camrys 

and Lexus

COPING WITH LOSS DURING THE HOLIDAYS
There is so much pressure to be happy in our 

culture, especially at the holidays.  We are 
supposed to have a Happy Thanksgiving, a 
“merry little Christmas” or a Happy Hanukkah.  
But grief doesn’t take a holiday. 

Imagine, A Center for Coping with Loss would 
like to offer support to those navigating the 
challenges of grieving during the holiday season 
and offer some coping strategies as well. On 
Thursday December 14th from 6:30-8 pm, 
Imagine will offer a workshop on Coping with 
Loss During the Holidays. The free workshop 
will be held at their center at 244 Sheffield Street 
in Mountainside and is open to adults and 
children grades 3 and older. 

Imagine’s Grief Educator, Connie Palmer, 
LCSW will present the workshop in English and 
Training and Education Director, Veronica Ortiz, 
LPC and Bilingual Program Manager, Sonia 
Nuñez will present the workshop at the same time 
in Spanish. Pizza dinner is available prior to the 
session beginning at 6:15 for those who sign up. 
Hot cocoa and cookies will be served as well. 

If you are looking for support as you cope with 
a loss this holiday season, the staff at Imagine 
would like to help, and hope to see you at the 
workshop on the 14th. 

Imagine is a 501c3 nonprofit that offers free 
year-round grief support groups for children ages 
3-18 and young adults 19-30 who are coping with 

a loss due to death. Concurrently, support groups 
are available for the parents and guardians of the 
children in the groups and offered in English and 
Spanish. Imagine also offers grief and loss 
education and training to the community. For 
more information please contact Imagine at 
908-264-3100 or info@imaginenj.org.

(above) If you’re interested in attending the 
workshop presented in English, please scan the 

QR code or visit Imagine’s website at 
imaginenj.org/education-training/community-

webinars/ to register. Registration is not 
required for the workshop presented in Spanish.
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NJ ANTIQUE BUYERS
WE BUY ANTIQUES, ART,  

COLLECTIBLES, COINS, AND JEWELRY
WE BUY ANYTHING OLD 
• Old Toys 
• Coins and Medals 
• Watches & Clocks 
• Judaica Collectibles 
• Military Collectibles 
• Asian Decorative Arts 
• Old Writing Instruments 
 Antique Porcelain & Glass 
• Art (Paintings, Sculptures, Old Prints) 
• Jewelry (Vintage, Costume, Silver, and Gold) 
• Sterling Silver, European Silver, Antique Silverplate

201-450-0206 
info@njantiques.com 

www.njantiques.com 
3 East Pleasant Ave. 

Maywood, NJ

We do house-calls anywhere within the tri-state area.

CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAY SEASON WITH NJ FESTIVAL ORCHESTRA!
From traditional to pops, renowned tenor fare and Broadway 

favorites, New Jersey Festival Orchestra’s (NJFO) holiday concerts 
promise to fill the entire family with warmth and cheer.   

They’re back! Under the baton of Maestro David Wroe, the orchestra 
will kick off the festive season with a bang and plenty of bling as The 
Three Holiday Tenors join NJFO to present a family festival of 
traditional and contemporary holiday songs and music.  

“We cannot wait to return to Drew University at this special time of 
year and are thrilled to welcome back The Three Holiday Tenors – each 
more talented than the next – to help us celebrate the Holiday season,” 
said Wroe.    

The concert features Metropolitan Opera’s internationally acclaimed 
tenor Errin Brooks and award winning tenors Jeremy Brauner and 
Mackenzie Whitney to celebrate and captivate with a dazzling selection 
of renowned tenor arias. Traditional carols, signature versions of 
familiar fare and a host of wintertime curiosities are also sure to delight.  

 “We believe there is something for everyone in this performance. 
Our holiday concert is a vessel for children, parents, grandparents and 
friends – indeed the entire community – come together through festive 
music at this unique time of the year.”   

The concert will take place on Sunday, December 10th at 3pm at the 
Concert Hall, Drew University, 36 Madison Ave, Madison. For tickets 
and further information go to www.njfestivalorchestra.org or call 908 
232 9400.  
CELEBRATE THE NEW YEAR WITH NJFO!   

NJFO’s quintessential New Year’s celebration is also back on 
Monday, January 1 in Basking Ridge with “The Great American 
Songbook,” a superb revue of American musical theater showstoppers 
from Golden Age classics to Broadway’s greatest hits presented in 
glorious symphonic splendor.   

A cabaret style event for the whole family, the concertfeatures 
renowned guest singers direct from the Broadway stage. Audiences are 
invited celebrate the New Year and revel in the musical genius of 
America’s great composers, outstanding vocal performers, and a world-
class professional orchestra led by Maestro David Wroe.   

The performance will take place on Monday, January 1 at 2:30 pm at 
The Sieminsky Theater, 800 Fellowship Road, Basking Ridge. For 
tickets and information go to www.sieminskitheater.org or call 908-
580-3892  

“There is much to celebrate this holiday season,” continued Wroe. 
“So gather your friends and family for a series of merry musical 
programs of song and dance for audiences of all ages!”   

This seasonal stroll of timeless classics and sentimental favorites, 
sure to bring us together with joy, smiles, and distinctive holiday 
memories, has been made possible in part by support from The NJ State 
Council on the Arts.   

• Wreaths & Garlands 
• Outdoor Decorations 
• And Much More

19th Annual 

CHRISTMAS 
WAREHOUSE SALE 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
ARTIFICIAL CHRISTMAS TREES

Up to 15’

$10 off $50 (before tax) 
$20 off $100 (before tax) 
One coupon per customer. Can not be  

combined with any other offer. 

3614 Kennedy Road 
South Plainfield, NJ 
10 am to 4 pm – 7 days a week 

(closed Thanksgiving Day)

Cash No Checks 

y [ 
All Sales Final
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SCARECROWS ON 
WAVERLY PLACE 

Madison Area Chamber of Commerce
In a delightful display of community spirit, the 

Madison Area Chamber of Commerce teamed up 
again with the Garden Club of Madison to adorn 
the downtown business district with a charming 
array of cornstalks and family friendly 
scarecrows this fall. These artistic creations, 
thoughtfully designed by Chamber member 
businesses and organizations, transformed 
Madison’s Waverly Place into a vibrant 
scarecrow wonderland that’s set to captivate 
visitors of all ages. 

Local businesses, fueled by their creative 
ingenuity, were tasked with customizing 
Chamber-supplied scarecrows to reflect their 
unique brands and values. The scarecrows were 
perched upon lamp posts along Waverly Place, 
through Halloween. 

The Garden Club of Madison has long been 
committed to spearheading and supporting 
community projects, offering both financial 
contributions and the dedicated volunteer efforts 
of its members. Their Civics Committee has been 
instrumental in leading the club's endeavors to 
restore and enhance common spaces throughout 
Madison. 

Robbin Salmeri, owner of Cleaners Advantage 
and the Chamber's President, praised the Garden 
Club's ongoing dedication to the community, 
saying, "The Garden Club of Madison's work is 
done with a true love and commitment for the 
improvement and quality of our community. We 
have enjoyed partnering with them, and we plan 
to continue this annual tradition for all to enjoy.” 

The collaboration between the Madison Area 
Chamber of Commerce and the Garden Club of 
Madison has once again highlighted the unity and 
creativity of Madison's local businesses and 
organizations. Scarecrows on Waverly Place 
serves as a testament to the vibrant and 
supportive community spirit that prevails in 
Madison.

(above) Garden Club members Kate Ransom-
Silliman, Leigh Bolt & Katherin Leonard help 

install the scarecrows on Waverly Place

Courtesy photo

MERRY MADISON SEASONAL SPECTACULAR
Madison Public Theatre 

The public is invited to enjoy a family-friendly 
musical and variety extravaganza starring local 
singers, actors, and musicians from our 
extraordinarily talented community. 

“A Merry Madison Seasonal Spectacular” 
Saturday, December 16th, 2023, 3 p.m., 

Madison Junior School, 160 Main Street, 
Madison. 

Adults: $30, Seniors: $20; Students: $15; 
Children under 2 are free. 

Purchase tickets: madisonpublictheatre.org. 
All funds raised from this performance will 

support the Madison Public Theatre educational 
scholarship for high school seniors, as well as 
other initiatives including new works, concerts, 
and mainstage shows. 

The Madison Public Theatre, a 501(c)(3) not-
for-profit theatrical organization, creates a 
comprehensive program that benefits 
Madisonians with high-quality, varied theater that 
is affordable and accessible for participants, and 
fun and entertaining for all. For more information 
visit madisonpublictheatre.org.

ZITA’S TREES

1790 Springfield Avenue 
New Providence 

(Located behind Zitas Ice Cream)

HIGH QUALITY CHRISTMAS TREES 
AT LOW PRICES 

• Wreaths 
Plain & Decorated 
• Grave Blankets 

• Garland & Roping

OPENED EVERY DAY 
9 am – 9 pm

We Offer 
Tree Drilling

NEW
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CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 800-206-8529

$350-$450

$250-$350

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12/31/23.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12/31/23.

FOUNDATION REPAIRS BEFORE & AFTER

CHIMNEY LINERS

SLATE ROOF SPANISH STYLE ROOF NEW STEPS

CHIMNEY REPAIRS SHINGLE ROOF FLAT TOP ROOF

24/7 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE ANY ROOF REPAIR

ANY CHIMNEY JOB

$800OFF ANY NEW 
ROOF JOB

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 12/31/23.

15% SENIOR CITIZEN 
DISCOUNT

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12/31/23.

CHIMNEY CLEANING
STARTING AT $150
MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12/31/23.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12/31/23.

$300OFF ANY JOB
of $2,000 or more

OFF

100% 
Financing 

Available
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SLATE - TILE - ASPHALT SHINGLES 
SLATE ROOF WASHING - GUTTER CLEANING 

908-389-0200 
FULLY INSURED      Lic. #13VH06601300      FREE ESTIMATES

CHRISTMAS TOUR 2023
Halos For Angels is earmarking on this year’s 

fundraiser for recipients living amongst us, 
especially a family in Madison, a 38 year old 
woman with last stages of cancer, a (mommy) of 
two young children. 

www.halosforangelsinc.org

301 Main Street • Chatham 
973-635-0035 • www.drmurphy.com

Celebrating 
Our 

39th Year!

“YOUR BETTER HEALTH 
IS OUR ONLY CONCERN!”

LEG PAIN 
You Don’t Have To Live With It!

That “searing, burning pain” in your thigh and  
calf... that “aching, numbing” feeling in your hip and  
buttocks... that “tingling” in your foot and toes and loss  
of balance... It interferes with your ability to walk, to  
ride a bicycle, play golf, garden... to have FUN IN LIFE! 

Leg pain, thigh ache and numbness, and tingling in  
the foot may actually be caused by a pinched back nerve  
even though you have NO back pain - it could even be  
Sciatica. 

Dr. Murphy is an expert at finding the CAUSE of  
your arm pain and numbness and CORRECTING IT...  
WITHOUT THE USE OF DRUGS OR SURGERY.

Dr. Joseph J. Murphy 
Chiropractic Physician 

PAST PRESIDENT 
The NJ and Morris 

Chiropractic Societies 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
The Column 

Palmer Graduate

JANET LEICHT, DPM 
Podiatrist specializing in foot and ankle, bunions,  
hammertoes, diabetic foot care, heel pain,  
neuromas, surgery, orthotics and sports medicine. 

 

908-381-8160  
janetleichtdpm.com 
369 Springfield Avenue 
Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922

Mon: 1:00 PM - 6:00 PM 
 Tue: 9:00 AM - 7:00 PM 
Wed: 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

 Thu: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
   Fri: Surgery Day 
  Sat: 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM

SUMMIT OLD GUARD THE DECEMBER SPEAKERS 

Past speakers and much more can be viewed 
at SummitOldGuard.org but we encourage 
people to drop in on our meetings which take 
place at the church at 10:00 a.m. most Tuesdays. 
“Come for the Speakers. Stay for the Friends.” 
We look forward to meeting you.

(above, l-r) Bill Freund, Mitch Erickson,  
and Joe Regan

The Summit Old Guard was founded in 1930 
and meets most Tuesdays at the New Providence 
Presbyterian Church located at 1307 Springfield 
Ave. Our motto is “Come for the Programs. Stay 
for the Friends.” Please join us. Our programs are 
free to the public, and we welcome you! 

December speakers include Bill Freund, Mitch 
Erickson, and a special event featuring Joe 
Regan. 

On December 5th, Summit Old Guard 
member, Bill Freund, will tell us about fleeing 
Nazi Germany with his family in 1936 at age 11. 
A refugee doesn’t look for happiness, only 
survival. He was a shoe-shine boy, learned 
English, and attended school. He eventually 
earned a PhD from Columbia and became Chief 
Economist at the New York Stock Exchange. He 
wrote several professional books and later, two 
children’s stories, including one about a cookie 
that played a central role in his life. We’ll hear 
the remarkable life story of one of our most 
notable members. 

On December 12th, another distinguished Old 
Guard member, Mitch Erickson will review the 
science, biology, and environmental and social 
uses of water as a parable of the intersection of 
science, environment, policy, recreation, safety, 
climate change, and social justice that affects all 
8 billion of us. It is important to be informed 
about the fundamental properties of H2O to 
participate in societal discussions. Mitch is an 
environmental chemist with a lifetime of 
professional experience with water. He also 
enjoys a variety of beverages comprised largely 
of water. 

December 19th will be our last meeting of the 
year. We always try to make it a little special and 
a little festive. This year we will feature Joe 
Regan, a well-known cabaret singer and pianist 
we have always enjoyed, and he’ll appear with a 
repertoire of popular standards and holiday 
songs. There will be special refreshments and 
decorations, and the bigger the turnout the better 
it will be. Join us for the music, snacks, and SOG 
bonhomie. 

(above) The Summit Old Guard has 19 activity 
and interest groups. During a Nov. 3rd fishing 

outing Bob Eng, along with Joe Geist, Joe 
Corona, and Marv Gersten all landed some 

sizeable striped bass for dinner and the freezer. 
Besides fishing, members golf weekly, play 
bocce followed by lunch, discuss the latest 

technology issues, and much more.
Courtesy photo

DO YOU NEED A 
DUMPSTER?

908-234-2382 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable Service

Call to Reserve One Today
Professional Delivery & Pickup

NJ DEP# S27236

Affordable

We take (but not limited to)... 
General Construction 
Household Waste 
Concrete & Asphalt

Logs & Stumps 
Demolition Debris 

Bulky Waste



MADISON MONTHLY • Page 11  • December 2023

CHIMNEY & ROOFING SPECIALISTS
Family 

Owned & 
Operated For 

20 Years

ROOFING

MASONRY

GUTTERS

CHIMNEY
• CLEANING 
• RE-LINE 
• REPAIRS 
• REBUILD 
• CAPPING

• CLEANING 
• INSTALLATION 
• SCREENING 
• REPAIRS 
• REPLACEMENTS

• RE-ROOF 
• NEW ROOF 
• ROOF REPAIRS 
• SHINGLES 
• FLAT ROOF

• Protect your house from heat transfer combustibles 
• Protect the masonry from the corrosive by products of 

combustion 
• Provide a correctly sized flue for optimum efficiency 

of appliance

CHIMNEY LINER 

        $1,300
WHY SHOULD I USE A CHIMNEY LINING SYSTEM?

COMPLETE SET OF STEPS 
Up to 6 Feet, 5 Steps / Brick, Limestone & Concrete 

    $3,750

Carbon Monoxide  
is invisible, 
odorless,  

and can kill you!

You Home Improvement Connection

ROOFING

CHIMNEYS

GUTTERS

SIDING

MASONRY

STEPS FOUNDATIONS

MURSELI PRO CONSTRUCTION 

908-361-6372 
1-800-650-0968

• All Work Guaranteed 
• 24/7 Emergency Service 
• 15% Senior Discount 
• Major Credit Cards 
• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

$600 OFF 
NEW SIDING JOB 

 With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Some restrictions apply. Expires 12/31/23.

$400 OFF 
ANY FOUNDATION JOB  

OF $2000 OR MORE 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Some restrictions apply. Expires 12/31/23.

$150 
GUTTERS CLEANING 

(Any Average House) 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 12/31/23.

$350 OFF 
ANY ROOF REPAIR 
of $1,000 or more 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Expires 12/31/23.

$350 OFF 
ANY CHIMNEY REPAIR 

of $800 or more 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 12/31/23.

• DRIVEWAYS 
• STEPS 
• BRICK & BLOCK 
• SIDEWALKS 
• REPAIR

FOUNDATION
• NEW  

FUNDATIONS 
• REPAIRS 
• WATERPROOFING

Save $1,000 
ON ROOF 

REPLACEMENT 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Some restrictions apply. Expires 12/31/23.

With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires December 31, 2023.

BEFORE AFTER

Easy & 
Effective 
Cleaning Long Term Preservation

Special

Special
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All lecture programs are online via Zoom 
unless stated otherwise. 

You will receive Zoom instructions and online 
meeting information in your registration 
confirmation email in addition to a reminder 
email prior to the date of the program. Please 
register at madisonnjlibrary.org  

Adult Open Craft Night 
Monday, December 4th 6:00pm-8:00pm. 

Held at Madison Community Art Center, 
10 Kings Road 

Have no time or space to finish up all those 
craft projects? Take n Makes waiting to be 

assembled? You are not alone! Join us for some 
quiet time away from the kids and the dirty 

dishes.  Relax with friends and fellow crafters. 
Bring along anything you want to work on or 

enjoy doing the craft I will provide, just in case.  
From Saint to Santa 

Tuesday, December 5th @7pm 
Through centuries of art, much of it now in East 

Coast museums, we'll explore how a Greek 
bishop in Roman-era Turkey evolved into one 
of Christianity’s most beloved saints. Then in 
American artwork we'll see Nicholas change 

again—into Santa Claus.    

LIBRARY DECEMBER  
PROGRAMS

39 Keep St, Madison, NJ 07940 
(973)377-0722 

Mon - Wed: 10 AM-9 PM;  
Thur, Fri: 10 AM-6 PM; 

Sat: 10 AM-5 PM; Sun: 1 PM-5 PM 

“100 TREES” PROJECT 
COMPLETES ITS FIRST PHASE

The Rotary Club of Madison announced in 
June 2023 a “100 Trees for 100 Years” project, in 
which it committed to lead the planting of 100 
new trees in Madison to commemorate the 
Rotary’s 100th year of community service. The 
club has just completed the first phase of this 
project, planting 52 trees this fall at the Public 
Library, the Lucy D playing fields and the Water 
Tower on Madison Avenue. 

Gene Cracovia, Chair of Madison’s Shade Tree 
Management Board, commented “Madison needs 
more trees, both to replace those that have died 
or reached the end of their useful life, as well as 
to add new trees to our long-term tree canopy. It 
is gratifying to see the trees in this first Phase of 

the Rotary project get into the ground. By next 
spring and for years to come, Madison residents 
will start experiencing the many benefits these 
trees provide." 

Jim Foster, President of Madison Rotary, said 
“We’re pleased to have completed Phase One of 
this long-term project. As we work on planning 
Phase Two for 2024 under the guidance of the 
Shade Tree Management Board, our website will 
have progress updates on the project, and will 
invite the public to participate in this important 
effort to keep Madison beautiful.” 

Madison Rotary is a 501c3 charity focusing on 
community service. We can be found at 
madisonrotarynj.org.

AP HONOR ROLL & ACCESS AWARD RECOGNITIONS 
Madison Public Schools 

On October 3rd, the College Board announced 
that Madison High School has been named to the 
Advanced Placement® Program (AP®) School 
Honor Roll, earning Silver distinction. In 
addition, Madison High School received the 2023 
AP Access Award, which is given to schools 
when the percentage of underrepresented and/or 
low income students accessing the school's AP 
Program is the same as, or greater than the 
percentage in the school's graduating class. 

The AP® School Honor Roll recognizes 
schools whose AP programs are delivering results 
for students while broadening access. Schools 
can earn this recognition annually based on 
criteria that reflect a commitment to increasing 
college-going culture, providing opportunities for 
students to earn college credit, and maximizing 
college readiness. 

To earn this recognition, schools must meet 
certain milestones within three categories: 

1. College Culture:  % of seniors who take at 
least one AP exam before graduating  

2. College Credit:  % of seniors earning an AP 
Exam score of 3 or higher on an AP exam 

3. College Optimization:  % of seniors taking a 
total of 5 or more AP exams across their high 
school years, with at least one taken in 9th or 
10th grade. 
Madison High School had 64% of seniors who 

took at least one AP exam during high school, 
54% of seniors scoring a three or higher on at 
least one AP exam, and 20% of seniors who took 
five or more AP exams with at least one being 
taken in 9th or 10th grade! 

Madison High School earned the highest 
recognition, Platinum, in the categories of college 
credit (need 50%) and college optimization (need 
15%).  MHS was one percentage point shy of 
Gold recognition and 16% points shy of Platinum 
recognition in College Culture.    

Individual and group lessons 
From beginners on up.

• In-person and Online Lessons 
• Regular classes at 

27 Bleeker St., Millburn, NJ 
• Rated Chess Tournaments 
• Search us on YouTube: Chess Party

908-416-1695 

Visit our website for details and placement test! 

ChessInMillburn.com 
chessinmillburn@gmail.com 

HOLIDAY RECYCLING
The Morris County Municipal Utilities 

Authority (MCMUA) reminds county residents 
to recycle gift wrap this holiday season rather 
than put it into the trash. The only exception is 
real foil wrap, which should be reused or put into 
the garbage. 

Penny Jones, former MCMUA recycling 
education specialist, said gift wrap, including 
tissue paper, is acceptable in Morris County's 
recycling programs. "The amount of trash that 
haulers collect increases dramatically during the 
holidays," Jones said. "Much of that is gift wrap 
and packaging that can be reused or recycled 
rather than relegated to the trash." 

Jones suggested saving and reusing bows as 
well as bubble wrap and clean, dry polystyrene 
(Styrofoam®) packing peanuts. She said the 
packing peanuts and bubble wrap can be taken to 
Mail Boxes Etc., the UPS Store or similar 
retailers for reuse. To find the closest store, Jones 
said an individual can call the Plastic Loosefill 
Council's "Peanut" Hotline at 1-800-828-2214. 

Jones said corrugated cardboard cartons, pre-
holiday catalogs and gift boxes should also be 

recycled, as should glass bottles, plastic bottles 
coded 1 and 2, aluminum and steel (tin) food and 
beverage cans from holiday gatherings. 
Newspapers, magazines and junk mail - all of 
which are generated year round, should be 
recycled as well. 

If cardboard boxes are too large to fit into a 
curbside recycling bin, they should be flattened, 
folded and stacked inside one cardboard box and 
placed next to the recycling bin, Jones said. 

In addition, a number of new items are now 
being accepted for recycling in the communities 
that participate in the MCMUA's All-In-One, 
single-stream curbside recycling program Jones 
said. 

For more information visit MCMUA - Holiday 
Recycling Tips.
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973-951-0606 
FULLY INSURED • LIC: 13VH12858300 • 1980 Springfield Ave 9A, Maplewood NJ 

Xhrishomeimprovements.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
4 Pressure Washing 

4 Power Sanding / Stripping Wood 

4 Caulking / Glazing / Skim Coating 

4 Deck Preparation, Sealing & Staining 

4 Spackling/Drywall / Plaster Repair 

4 Wallpaper Removal & Sizing 

4 Floor Refinishing / Installation 

Custom Cabinets / Built-Ins and Closets 

Woodwork and Millwork of All Kinds 

Windows & Doors Replacement 

Gutter Replacement / Repair 

Decks / Railings / Fences

HOUSE PAINTERS & CARPENTRY
REPAIRS & RENOVATIONS

KNITTING TOGETHER 
WHILE MAKING NEW FRIENDS

The Gates Avenue Knitters celebrated their 23-
year anniversary in April. The group has been 
meeting at the Long Hill Township Library, 
located at 917 Valley Road, Gillette, every 
Monday from  1p.m. to 3 p.m. Everyone is 
welcome to join in. 

In the month of April in the year 2000, Gates 
Avenue, Gillette resident Arlene Kaplan, started 
a knitting group along with 4 friends. Twenty-
three years later the group, now called the Gates 
Avenue Knitters, are still knitting together, 
including 4 of the 5 original knitters who still live 
in town. 

Eighteen to twenty ladies show up on any 
given meeting day. Their skills range from 
beginner to experienced knitters (and 
crocheters).They help each other get past 
problems with patterns, and they are excited and 
willing to teach beginners to knit. 

They come from Long Hill Township and 
surrounding towns, including Warren, Watchung, 
Bridgewater, Springfield, Chatham, Madison, 
Summit, and Westfield. Many were introduced to 
the group thru friends. 

Along with their own projects, the group knits 
for causes. They knit approximately 500 hats per 
year and distribute them to local charities. 
Beginning in November they have a display at 
the library and the hats are sold as a fundraiser 
thru the end of February for $10 each. The group 

recently presented the library with $1,300 from 
the proceeds of the last hat sale, which is the most 
funds ever raised. 

The group welcomes donations of yarn and 
knitting and crocheting supplies. Donations can 
be dropped off at the Long Hill Township Library 
any day during business hours.

(above) A display at the Long Hill Township 
Library features items made by the Gates 
Avenue Knitters. They are for sale as a 

fundraiser for the library. It will be stocked thru 
the end of February, or while supplies last.

Photo by David J. Kaplan

AMERICAN LEGION 
ACCEPTS PATRIOTIC 

ARTWORK
Submitted by Maryann Doherty 

Special needs children at St. Joseph’s School 
in Hillsborough, N.J. created red, white and blue 
“Thank you for your service” artwork. Their 
teacher Ginny Houle presented the artwork to 
decorate the Legion Home in time for Veterans 
Day. 

Mrs. Houle has been a member of Auxiliary 
#43 since birth and volunteers at the church 
reporting her volunteer hours monthly to Unit 
#43. The Legionnaires also were gifted with 
home-baked brownies to enjoy after the Annual 
Veterans Day Service in Madison held on 
Saturday, November 11, 2023.

(above) Some of the artwork prepared by the 
children of St Joseph’s School in Hillsborough 
for our American Legion Post #43 Veterans for 

Veterans Day.
Courtesy photo
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Advertise  
in 1 or all  
24 towns

Online at RennaMedia.com  
and NJLocalinfo.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET 
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY! 
Tina Renna 908-418-5586 • tinarenna@rennamedia.com 
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • joerenna@rennamedia.com 

202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

Renna Media offers a full  
range of marketing services,  
in print and online, hyper- 
local to regional, for every  
budget and market size. 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
We mail 160,000 newspapers  

to every home and business in  
24 towns. You can advertise  

in any number of towns.  
Ads start at $60. 

FULL COLOR PRINTING 
We print flyers and menus,  

full color, two sided,  
on coated stock for only 

$45 per thousand. 

DIRECT MAIL 
Insert your flyer into the  

newspapers and get it mailed  
to every home and business for  
$60 per thousand and as low as  

$30 per thousand for higher 
quantities. 

ONLINE MARKETING 
Online ads and press releases  
designed and placed to drive  

traffic to your website and get  
your phone ringing. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
We can design and/or manage  
your social media campaign  

from passive to aggressive plans  
customized to work within  

your budget. 

WEBSITE AND 
SEO SERVICES 

Start with an audit/analysis  
of your website giving you a  
report and recommendations  

for $250. 
 

It is highly recommended to  
have a marketing plan and  

budget before spending.   

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A  
FREE CONSULTATION. 

908-447-1295

Marketing 
Toolbox
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973-377-1006 • dohertyroofingcompany.com 
josephdohertycompany@gmail.com 
54 Burnet Road• Madison, NJ 07940

Joseph Dohery, Owner 
License #13VH00977800 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT WITH LIVE NATIVITY - SUN., DEC. 17
Bring the whole family to a unique outdoor 

Christmas pageant and Live Nativity planned for 
4 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 17, on the adjoining 
front lawns of the Presbyterian Church of 
Chatham Township (PCCT) and Corpus Christi 
Roman Catholic Church on Southern Boulevard. 
Children from both churches will be presenting 
the Christmas story. 

The pageant starts on the front lawn 
“shepherd’s hills” of the Presbyterian Church 
(240 Southern Blvd.) and concludes with a 
Nativity scene, bellringing and carols at Corpus 
Christi (234 Southern Blvd.). Costumed 
children will play the roles of Mary, Joseph, the 
innkeeper, shepherds, and a narrator. Trained 
animal handlers from Swift Farms Animal Zoo 
of Milford, NJ, also in costume, will shepherd 
their barnyard creatures for the gathering. 

“We are delighted to invite the whole 

community to join our two church families in 
celebrating the job of Christ’s birth,” said The 
Rev. Dr. Ellen C. Clemot, senior pastor of 
PCCT. “We hope children and adults of all ages 
will find this a heart-warming and memorable 
event.” 

“We are excited to join in celebrating the Birth 
of our Lord,” added Fr. Kevin Corcoran, pastor 
of Corpus Christi. “We hope that many will come 
to share in the joy, hope and healing of this 
season.” 

The pageant will feature musical selections, 
and everyone attending is encouraged to raise 
their voices in singing favorite Christmas Carols.  

Attendees should park in the lots behind either 
church before 4 p.m. to allow a timely start to the 
pageant. Everyone is invited to enjoy hot 
chocolate and cookies at Corpus Christi and the 
end of the pageant.

ELECTRICAL REPAIR • CONTROL WIRING • CIRCUIT BREAKERS 
ELECTRICAL PANELS • SMART HOME SERVICES • BOILERS  

EV CHARGER INSTALLATION • SMOKE DETECTORS
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT - 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

201-600-3530 
Short Circuit Specialists

FREE ESTIMATES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

All Phases of 
Electrical Work

Lic.# 
888400

Bonded 
& Insured

FLYERS 

$45 
PER 1,000

MENUS 

$85 
PER 1,000

• GET UNLIMITED CLICKS 
An alternative to expensive pay-per-click programs 

• FREE AD DESIGN AND COPYWRITING 
Advertising webpage includes many features 
including write-up, images, video, Google map, etc. 

• POSTS ARE SHARED THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA 
Posts shared on multiple Facebook pages and twitter. 

• PAID SEARCH ENGINE PROMOTIONS 
Posts are promoted by industry, key words and location. 

• TRACKABLE RESULTS 
All ads include a live view counter.

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

ONLINE ADS & PRESS RELEASES 
DRIVE LOCAL TRAFFIC TO YOUR WEBSITE $10 

PER POST 
Block of 20 for $200 

Single post is $20

Full Color Flyers and Menus Printed and Mailed  
to Every Home and Business in Town!
FLYERS - $45 PER THOUSAND 
8.5" x 11" / Full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock 
Tri-fold add $10 per thousand. Minimum order $450 

LARGE MENUS - PRINTING - $85 PER THOUSAND 
For quantities more than 50,000 cost is $55 per thousand. 
11"x17" / Full color /2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock. Min. order $850 
Includes folding (quarter fold or tri-fold, with or without coupons tab) 

INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS 
$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.) 
Minimum order $400

www.vdsnj.com 
facebook.com/vdsnj 
email: ira@vdsnj.com 

908-964-4004 
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

• Video Tape Transfers • DVD & FlashDuplication 
• High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning
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