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MAILED FREE 
TO EVERY HOME  
AND BUSINESS  
IN GARWOOD
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CALL FOR DETAILS 
908-418-5586

GROW YOUR 
BUSINESS

Place your ad 
in this space 

and be in 
every mailbox 

in town!

Full Color Flyers and Menus Printed and Mailed  
to Every Home and Business in Town!
LARGE MENUS - PRINTING - $85 PER THOUSAND 
11”x17” / Full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock / Includes folding  

FLYERS / BROCHURES - $45 PER THOUSAND 
8.5" x 11" / Full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock / Tri-fold add $10 per thousand 

INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS 
$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.) 

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 - email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

ANNUAL GARWOOD BROOK CLEANUP
Submitted by Bill Nierstedt 

Garwood Green Team volunteers recently joined up with 
NJDEP AmeriCorps Watershed and Garwood LIDL 
employees for the annual Garwood Brook Cleanup.  

The rain and high stream flow kept most of the cleanup 
crew from walking in the brook, but there was plenty of trash 
- most of it plastic - to collect along the stream banks, and 
along South Avenue as well as the eastern edge of the LIDL 
parking lot and stream bank. Particular trash highlights 
included a portable CD player, a broken fence panel, and a 
table lamp. The crew cleaned the railroad edge of the LIDL 
property for the first time and was quite amazed at the 
amount of empty (!) beer and vodka bottles collected around 
the embankment. People really have to stop using street 

gutters, streams, railroad lines and parking lots as dumping 
grounds! It all ends up in our drinking water! 

The cleanup grabbers, gloves and bags are funded through 
a Clean Communities mini grant provided by the Borough of 
Garwood. Lidl commenced this joint project in 2022 as part 
of their community involvement campaign and strives to 
maintain their Garwood property on a weekly basis.  Both 
parties to this public-private venture wish that they didn’t have 
to schedule annual cleanups but look forward to doing so in 
order to make the eastern entrance into Garwood a pleasing 
one for all. Please dispose of all garbage appropriately! 

For more information, or if you want to join the Garwood 
Green Team, please visit the Green Team on Facebook: 
garwoodgreenteam.

(above) Garwood Green Team volunteers Jeff Jotz, Kim Ficarra, Daniel D’Amico, Michael Mindel and Leslie Breen were 
joined by Eleina Ficarra, NJDEP AmeriCorps Watershed Ambassador Megan Crouch, and Garwood LIDL employees 
Lewis Dokie, Chris Okeefe and store manager Nik Reed for the LIDL/Green Team's annual Garwood Brook Cleanup.

Courtesy photo
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Renna Media LLC, Publishers 
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016 

Garwood Times is published by Renna Media. 2,500 
newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every business 
and resident in Garwood, NJ. Although great care has been 
taken to ensure the information contained within is accurate, 
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or omissions.  

©2023 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced 
without written consent from Renna Media LLC. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone 
you know accomplish something amazing? 
We are interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your 
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

 
ADVERTISING 

Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ Garwood Times

908-760-0583

Now is the time to get heating system up to speed. 
CALL TODAY FOR ALL YOUR HEATING, AIR CONDITIONING,  
AND FUEL NEEDS 

Now is the time to get your heating sytem ready for winter. If your heating system  
is over 15 years old, you may want to consider a more efficient replacement. 
Avoid last minute emergencies before the freezing weather hits. Let the experts  
at Woolley evaluate your cooling and heating needs and provide you with a FREE  
no obligation estimate. We are a full-service installation, maintenance, and repair company.  
In need of a tune-up? We provide that too, along with Woolley Extra Care Service Plans.

N. Woolley Master HVACR contractor Lic. # 1261
We will continue to offer the same great  
service delivered to REEL-STRONG customers.  
The addition of REEL-STRONG represents an  
exciting opportunity for WOOLLEY to do more  
for our customers. You will still find the same  
reliable technicians and office staff from  
REEL-STRONG now at WOOLLEY HOME.

Woolley Home Solutions is a family-owned and 
operated company providing over 99 years of 
honest, high-quality service. 
Our mission is simple - to be your trusted,  
total home comfort solutions provider.

WOOLLEY’S PROUD PARTNERSwoolleyfuel.com

NEW RHEEM HEATING OR 
AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

Expires: 12/31/2023. May Not Be Combined With Other Offers.
$300 OFF
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HOLIDAY EVENTS
The Annual Holiday Tree Lighting will take 

place on Saturday, November 25th from 5 to 7:30 
at Borough Hall. The event will feature music, 
entertainment, fun family friendly activities, 
vendors, food trucks, a laser light show, and 
special guest, Santa Claus! The Garwood Police 
Department will also be collecting donations for 
Toys for Tots. This event is free and open to the 
public and is sponsored by the Union County 
Board of County Commissioners. 

The Festival of Lights at the Garwood Annual 
Menorah Lighting will take place on Saturday, 
December 9th at 6:30 p.m. The event will take 
place at Borough Hall. Enjoy a lazer light show, 
cider and donuts. This event is free and open to 
the public.

JACOB CRUZ WINS 
POSTER CONTEST

Garwood Public Schools 
Mrs. Planer, the art teacher at Lincoln School 

in Garwood, is proud to announce that one of her 
students was a winner in the Prevention Links 
Red Ribbon Anti-Drug Poster Contest in Union 
County. Students had to illustrate an activity that 
they do to keep them away from drugs. Jacob 
Cruz was the 1st place winner for fifth grade 
students. Jacob worked hard on his baseball 
themed posters and was thrilled to receive the 
award and gift card from Prevention Links at the 
Red Ribbon Prevention Walk and Family Fun 
Fall Festival at Nomahegan Park on Oct. 21st.

STEPHANIE GARDENS 
GARWOOD, NJ

1 BR starting at $1,739 
Heat & hot water included. Cats allowed. 
Conveniently located in residential area. 

Call for Availability. 
908.789.9198 

Professionally managed by DanJon Management Corp., Inc.

EDUCATION FOUNDATION NEW OFFICERS
The Education Foundation of Garwood (EFG) 

recently held their first meeting of the 2023-2024 
year and selected their new slate of officers: 

President: Maureen Skepkowski 
Vice President: Adele Lewis 
Secretary: Jessica Rivera Siew 
Treasurer: Stephen Napolitano 
The Education Foundation of Garwood will 

continue its mission of providing funding for 
teacher-sponsored programs and scholarships for 
Garwood students. Plans for the upcoming 20th 
Anniversary milestone will be forthcoming and 

the EFG looks forward to the community’s 
continued support. 

The EFG is also seeking new members. If 
interested, please contact an officer or 
emailgarwoodeducationfoundation@gmail.com 
for more information. 

The EFG is a nonprofit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) 
organization and was founded in 2004 to work 
with the Garwood School District “in pursuit of 
educational excellence.” You can follow the 
foundation on Facebook at “Education 
Foundation of Garwood.”

HOLIDAY MAGIC AT THE HOPE CHEST
The Hope Chest Thrift Store, located at 26 

Prospect Street in Westfield, is outfitted for the 
Holidays! The store welcomes shoppers in with 
an array of beautiful holiday items. There will be 
holiday table linens, glass and dishware, serving 
pieces, centerpieces and wreaths.  For a 
Christmas tree the store will be offering lights, 
garlands, and ornaments. In our book and CD 
section there are many options for children or 
adults. 

For the man of the house the store maintains a 
wonderful selection of slacks, jeans, sweaters, 
sports jackets, suits, and outerwear that will outfit 
him for the chilly weather and perhaps that 
special holiday party. Women can choose 
anything from casual clothes to a glittering gown 
or dress. To accessorize there is a selection of 
beautiful earrings, necklaces, and bracelets. Dress 

and casual shoes along with boots will complete 
the look. Add one of our many pocketbooks and 
clutches and you are all set! 

Be sure to check out our sales promotions 
which change weekly. 

The Hope Chest is open Monday through 
Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and gladly 
accepts donations of new or gently used items on 
Tuesday and Saturday. The store is manned 
totally by volunteers and all of our profits go to 
support the Center for Hope Hospice and 
Palliative Care in Scotch Plains. To volunteer at 
the store or to enquire about joining the Center 
for Hope Hospice Auxiliary please call the store 
at 908-233-9973 or stop in and speak with one of 
our volunteers. We always welcome new 
members.
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CHIMNEY & ROOFING SPECIALISTS
Family 

Owned & 
Operated For 

20 Years

ROOFING

MASONRY

GUTTERS

CHIMNEY
• CLEANING 
• RE-LINE 
• REPAIRS 
• REBUILD 
• CAPPING

• CLEANING 
• INSTALLATION 
• SCREENING 
• REPAIRS 
• REPLACEMENTS

• RE-ROOF 
• NEW ROOF 
• ROOF REPAIRS 
• SHINGLES 
• FLAT ROOF

• Protect your house from heat transfer combustibles 
• Protect the masonry from the corrosive by products of 

combustion 
• Provide a correctly sized flue for optimum efficiency 

of appliance

CHIMNEY LINER 

        $1,300
WHY SHOULD I USE A CHIMNEY LINING SYSTEM?

COMPLETE SET OF STEPS 
Up to 6 Feet, 5 Steps / Brick, Limestone & Concrete 

    $3,750

Carbon Monoxide  
is invisible, 
odorless,  

and can kill you!

You Home Improvement Connection

ROOFING

CHIMNEYS

GUTTERS

SIDING

MASONRY

STEPS FOUNDATIONS

MURSELI PRO CONSTRUCTION 

908-361-6372 
1-800-650-0968

• All Work Guaranteed 
• 24/7 Emergency Service 
• 15% Senior Discount 
• Major Credit Cards 
• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

$600 OFF 
NEW SIDING JOB 

 With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Some restrictions apply. Expires 12/31/23.

$400 OFF 
ANY FOUNDATION JOB  

OF $2000 OR MORE 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Some restrictions apply. Expires 12/31/23.

$150 
GUTTERS CLEANING 

(Any Average House) 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 12/31/23.

$350 OFF 
ANY ROOF REPAIR 
of $1,000 or more 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Expires 12/31/23.

$350 OFF 
ANY CHIMNEY REPAIR 

of $800 or more 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 12/31/23.

• DRIVEWAYS 
• STEPS 
• BRICK & BLOCK 
• SIDEWALKS 
• REPAIR

FOUNDATION
• NEW  

FUNDATIONS 
• REPAIRS 
• WATERPROOFING

Save $1,000 
ON ROOF 

REPLACEMENT 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Some restrictions apply. Expires 12/31/23.

With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires December 31, 2023.

BEFORE AFTER

Easy & 
Effective 
Cleaning Long Term Preservation

Special

Special
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GARWOOD GREEN TEAM
and Lewis Dokie of LIDL. AmeriCorps NJDEP 
Watershed Ambassador Morgan Crouch also 
assisted.  

Highlights of the cleanup were finding a 
compact disk player, a fence section and a table 
lamp, and too many empty beer and vodka 
bottles to count! People really do need to stop 
throwing their litter in our streets, streams and 
parking lots! Don’t they realize that this stuff 
enters our drinking water? 

On October 28, the Green Team had a table 
and bikes - but no cars – at the Garwood PTA 
‘Trick or Trunk (bike)’ event. Kim Ficarra, Julie 
Graham, and Jen Blumenstock ‘womaned’ the 
table where costumed figures selected our 
Halloween themed handouts (nothing with 
candy wrappers, of course!). 

The Team’s next activity is the completion of 
the wood chip path that was started back in April 
in Unami Park. As part of our adoption of the 
park, team members worked with Union County 
personnel to install a path from Cener Street 

halfway through the natural area of the park. 
This next phase -to be undertaken on October 18 
- will complete the path from that halfway point 
to the baseball/soccer fields, providing a 
designated and dry path for all park users to 
travel.  

Upcoming activities include the ‘Adopt A 
Pot’ program where Team members make and 
decorate Christmas Trees for placement in the 
24 pots that are centered around Garwood’s 
downtown. Local businesses chip in $45/pot for 
decorated trees and their business signs 
‘planted’ around the downtown. Volunteers are 
always welcome for the final decorating. All 
adopted pots will be out by the day before 
Thanksgiving. The Green Team will also 
participate in the Borough Tree lighting 
scheduled for November 25. 

For more information, or if you want to join 
the Garwood Green Team,  

please visit the Green Team on Facebook: 
facebook.com/garwoodgreenteam

Submitted by Bill Nierstedt 
October was a busy month for the Garwood 

Green Team, with a cleanup and holiday events.  
There are also upcoming events to advertise and 
this request for assistance to make them happen! 

First off, Garwood’s very own Luke’s Farm 
stand came through by donating and delivering 
pumpkins, hay bales and corn stalks for the 
Team and the Garwood Girl Scouts to arrange at 
Garwood Borough Hall and the JFK Plaza 
parking lot on October 8. Garwood just doesn’t 
look like autumn until these decorative 
trimmings are completed.  

Team member Jeff Jotz organized the 
Garwood/LIDL joint Garwood Brook cleanup 
on October 21. The cleanup got changed a little 
due to the rain, and subsequent high-water flow 
in the brook, but the group was still able to clean 
the top sides of the brook, and the South Avenue 
ROW. Thanks go to Jeff, Kim and Eleina 
Ficarra, Daniel D’Amico, Leslie Breen and 
Michael Mindel of the Garwood Green Team, 
and store manager Nik Reed, Chris O’Keeffe, 

GARWOOD SHADE TREES
Submitted by Bill Nierstedt 

This has been a very important year for 
Garwood's shade trees with many actions taking 
place.  With the tree planting and removal 
contracts being let very shortly by the Borough 
administration, residents will begin to see 
positive shade tree changes within the Borough 
Right-of-ways and on Brough properties.  

In January of 2023, the Mayor appointed a 
Shade Tree Officer, tasked with the 
responsibility of responding to all citizen 
requests and complaints regarding shade trees. 
The Officer has responded to almost 70 such 
inquiries to date. On April 28, Arbor Day 
plantings and ceremonies were held at 
Washington and Lincoln Schools. In July, the 
Mayor and Council adopted a Shade Tree 
Ordinance creating a Borough Shade Tree 
Advisory Board, and adopting regulations 
regarding managing all Borough shade trees.  
The mayor also finished appointing all 7 
members to the board.    

The Borough recently awarded contracts for 
road reconstruction projects including portions 
of Second, Third and Locust avenues, and all of 
Fifth Avenue and Maple Street, and sidewalk 
improvements at other various locations 
throughout the Borough. These projects will 
include removal of trees that are creating 
tripping conditions on sidewalks, and trees that 
are not healthy or are simply the 'wrong tree in 
the wrong place'. Equally important is that these 
contracts will include the planting of over 70 
new trees.  The Advisory Board wishes to advise 
residents that the Borough is no longer planting 
trees such as oaks, maples, ashes, lindens, plane 
trees, or others that are prone to roots lifting 
sidewalks, or that mature to such heights that 
they interfere with overhead electric wires. The 
Borough Engineer and Shade Tree Officer 
walked the entire lengths of the streets to be 
improved selecting the tree removals and 

planting sites. They have also provided the 
contractors with a tree list inclusive of all trees 
reaching a maximum of 25-30' heights, the vast 
majority of which will be native trees. The 
planting of these trees - while not eliminating 
ALL such issues- should go a long way to 
providing shade tree lined streets while reducing 
future costs of removing large trees.   

Residents of properties adjacent to where new 
trees will be planted will receive a flyer from the 
board advising of the type of new tree that Is 
being planted, as well as tips on how to assist in 
maintaining the tree.  Contact information for 
shade tree members will be provided allowing 
residents to ask any questions that they may 
have. It is the Board's goal to return Garwood to 
the days where there is more shade on our streets 
than heat islands, and our shade tree canopy is 
restored.  We look forward to working with our 
fellow residents to achieve this goal together.

Free pick-up and delivery services 
• Wash n Fold • Dry Cleaning • Laundry 

• Leather & Suede Cleaning • UGG's & Sneaker  
Restoration • Wedding Gown Preservation 
• Meticulous Alterations and Custom Work.  

Call 908-259-1960 
Kenilworth-dry-cleaners.com 

Your satisfaction is our priority.

Download the CleanCloud app and  
select Kenilworth Dry Cleaners.

RESTORING AND PRESERVING  
YOUR GARMENTS 

TO KEEP THEM FROM 
THE LANDFILL!

ESTATE SALES
Rahway Auction/Gilded Lillie 
1433 Main St., Rahway, NJ 
732-794-0930 
RahwayAuction@aol.com 
1 On-Line Auctions 
1 Clean-outs 

Over 20 Years Experience

I BUY OLD MOTORCYCLES 
All Types - Running or Not

Call or Text Glenn 
732-556-7636

Same Day Pick-up 
We Pay Cash

Also Looking for  
Honda Elements 
Toyota Camrys 

and Lexus
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CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 800-206-8529

$350-$450

$250-$350

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12/31/23.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12/31/23.

FOUNDATION REPAIRS BEFORE & AFTER

CHIMNEY LINERS

SLATE ROOF SPANISH STYLE ROOF NEW STEPS

CHIMNEY REPAIRS SHINGLE ROOF FLAT TOP ROOF

24/7 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE ANY ROOF REPAIR

ANY CHIMNEY JOB

$800OFF ANY NEW 
ROOF JOB

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 12/31/23.

15% SENIOR CITIZEN 
DISCOUNT

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12/31/23.

CHIMNEY CLEANING
STARTING AT $150
MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12/31/23.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12/31/23.

$300OFF ANY JOB
of $2,000 or more

OFF

100% 
Financing 

Available
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• Wreaths & Garlands 
• Outdoor Decorations 
• And Much More

19th Annual 

CHRISTMAS 
WAREHOUSE SALE 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
ARTIFICIAL CHRISTMAS TREES

Up to 15’

$10 off $50 (before tax) 
$20 off $100 (before tax) 
One coupon per customer. Can not be  

combined with any other offer. 

3614 Kennedy Road 
South Plainfield, NJ 
10 am to 4 pm – 7 days a week 

(closed Thanksgiving Day)

Cash No Checks 

y [ 
All Sales Final

908-322-7800 
567 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains NJ 
www.njdentalcare.com/dentures 
Most Insurances Accepted • Interest Free Financing

If your dentures … 
• Are loose 
• Over 5 years old 
• Have been repaired many times 
Or . . . 
• You would like to improve your smile 
Then call . . . 
• For an appointment today!  

The doctors at Dentalcare Associates  
will provide all your denture needs.

IT’S TIME FOR NEW DENTURES!

ASK ABOUT IMPLANT 
SUPPORTED DENTURES.

1 HOUR DENTURE REPAIRS    •    LABORATORY ON PREMISES 
3 HOUR LAB RELINES • ALL REPAIRS SCHEDULE PERMITTING

15% SENIOR COURTESY 
Reg. $2995-$3200 per arch. Additional fees may occur for individual cases. 

Present this ad. Not valid with other offers or PPO insurance. Exp. 3/31/24 RN

a u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile 
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall  

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical 
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Electrical Lic. # 14616  
& Plumbing w #8660

ELECTRICAL REPAIR • CONTROL WIRING • CIRCUIT BREAKERS 
ELECTRICAL PANELS • SMART HOME SERVICES • BOILERS  

EV CHARGER INSTALLATION • SMOKE DETECTORS
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT - 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

201-600-3530 
Short Circuit Specialists

FREE ESTIMATES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

All Phases of 
Electrical Work

Lic.# 
888400

Bonded 
& Insured

"DID YOU KNOW?” 
Garwood Historical Committee

What is with the strange Unami name for our 
nearby local park and what is the history? 

Unami Park is located south where the borders 
of Garwood, Cranford, and Westfield converge 
and is presently owned by the County of Union.  
Its origins were just a wooded area, and the locals 
100 years ago called it “Garwood Park”.  In 1930 
Union County set up a park system and Garwood 
ceded this wooded area to them. Subsequently, 
the county park system layout was designed by 
the Olmsted brothers, sons of the famed 
landscape architect Frederick Law Olmsted, 
whose greatest creation includes Manhattan's 
Central Park. 

In the early years of the 1900’s during the 
expansive phase of housing throughout northeast 
NJ, that wooded area almost became developed.  
Vintage maps of the woods show roads though it 
and a few houses within. Roads with names Park 
Ave, Columbus Ave and Wood Ave. Center Street 
extended west through the woods into Westfield.  
Upon making it parkland, the roads became 
vacated. Of the existing houses, one house was 
moved over to Pine Avenue, where an old 
Garwood family, the Hasselman’s lived for 
decades. 

But what about that name? Upon developing 
the parks within, the County named their parks 
after indigenous tribes living around this region 
centuries ago. Our local park is named for the 
Unami Indians who were a branch of the Lenni 
Lenape Indians that occupied central New Jersey.  
The Unami tribe, or as it is translated “people 
down river,” is the group that called their home 
Shackamaxon. The full boundaries of the Unami 
branch’s homeland were the northern two-thirds 
of New Jersey, the island to be known as Staten, 
and the adjoining woodland parts of eastern 
Pennsylvania, down to just below the future city 
of Philadelphia. One last tidbit of information: 
Tony Benzinger, the husband of Tina Ariemma, 
our former Garwood Business Administrator, is 
a descendant of the Unami Indian tribe. 

And now you know the story.

ALJ 2023 FALL ATHLETIC AWARDS

Wood, Football – Vincenzo Pedersen, Boys’ 
Soccer – Corey Pires, Girls’ Soccer – Vania 
Oliveira, Girls’ Tennis – Lena Blumenstock, 
Volleyball – Julia Bowen, and Cheerleading – 
Hope Ferrao. 

The evening culminated with the 
announcement of the Team Most Valuable 
Players. The MVPs were: Cross Country – Kyle 
Gunsiorowski & Ava Szarszewski, Field Hockey 
– Zoey Brown, Football – Emilio Menicucci, 
Boys’ Soccer – Adam Vargas, Girls’ Soccer – 
Mackenzie Thompson, Girls’ Tennis – Gianna 
Olas, Volleyball – Cassandra Gloster, and 
Cheerleading – Aleyna Sahin. 

Athletic Director Gus Kalikas, had this to say 
about the event “Once again, our Fall Athletic 
Awards Program was a successful as it allows the 
District, Administration, and Coaches the 
opportunity to acknowledge a wonderful Fall 
Sports Season as well as recognize both student 
athletes and their parents alike for all that they 
have accomplished this past fall athletic season.” 

Clark Public Schools 
The Arthur L. Johnson Athletic Department 

recently held their 2023 Fall Athletic Awards. All 
the Fall Athletic Teams and their seasons were 
highlighted by their coaches while all athletes 
received letters and awards. Over 189 varsity 
athletic letters were awarded throughout the 
evening, as participation in athletics at Arthur L. 
Johnson High School continues to prosper. 

The program culminated with the Student 
Athlete Award, which was presented by the 
Athletic Director of Arthur L. Johnson High 
School, Mr. Gus Kalikas. The Student Athlete 
Award is given out each athletic season to a 
student athlete that is not only a champion on the 
field, but in the classroom as well. The 2023 Fall 
Student Athlete award recipient was Elisabeth 
Brighouse, with a 4.458 G.P.A. 

In addition, the Crusader G.P.A. Challenge was 
awarded to the team that finished with the highest 
overall G.P.A. amongst athletic teams for the fall 
season. The recipients were presented with 
certificates and will have their team 
memorialized on a plaque to celebrate their 
actions both in the classrooms and on the fields. 
The winner of the 2023 Fall Seasonal G.P.A. 
Challenge was the Field Hockey Team with a 
G.P.A. of 4.057. Members of the Field Hockey 
Team include: Zoey Brown, Gianna Miele, Lacey 
Vill, Ava Wood, Lily Ficarra, Gia Impellizzeri, 
Abigial Marcazo, Braelyn Prusakowski, Hailey 
Webb, Liliana Budnik, Alyssa Donkersloot, 
Elizabeth Fitzharris, Avery Forfa, Alisia Hamm, 
Alyssa Szarszewski, Olivia Blanche, Addison 
Herko, and Caitlyn Marcazo. 

The Best Teammate Award will be given out 
seasonally to one member from each athletic 
team that best fits the characteristics of a good 
teammate. The individuals that receive these 
awards exhibit upbeat attitudes and outstanding 
character. They helped influence the team’s 
culture in a positive manner, while always 
supporting teammates and promoting team unity. 
The Best Teammate Award Winners were: Cross 
Country – Peyton Zawoysky, Field Hockey – Ava 

(above) Elisabeth Brighouse 2023 Fall Student 
Athlete Award Winner.
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FIRST AID SQUAD ACTIVELY 
RECRUITING VOLUNTEERS
The Garwood First Aid Squad is actively recruiting 

volunteers and invites you to join our team. Whether you 
are looking to help out the community or get a start in 
the medical field, we would be glad to have you join us. 
You can work on board the ambulance or just help out 
around the squad house. No experience necessary. As a 
squad member, you can make a difference in a person's 
life join today. 

If interested, just email us at  
InformationGFAS@gmail.com  

or call 908-789-0300.  
“Volunteers Since 1939 Dedicated To Saving Lives”

Garwood Fire Department 
Seeking Firefighters 

OPENINGS FOR JUNIOR FIREFIGHTERS 
8TH GRADE STUDENTS OR AGES 14 - 18 

Interested? Call 908-789-8877 
Leave a Message or Stop By for More Info 

Sunday Morning: 9 - 12 
Monday Eventings: 7 - 9

FIREFIGHTERS WANTED

GARWOOD PUBLIC LIBRARY DECEMBER EVENTS

Holiday Photo Station 
December 2 through 21 

Come take your holiday picture at our do-it-
yourself  Holiday Photo Station complete with a 
festive backdrop and a cardboard Santa. Goodie 

bags for kids available while supplies last 
Knitting Club 

December 4, 11. 18 at 10:30 am 
Join our Knitting Club. Open to all levels. 

Whether you’re a beginner or you want to share 
your vast knowledge of knitting. Spend an hour 
being creative and socializing. No Registration 

required. Yarn and needles provided 
to newcomers 

Storytime 
December 5, 12, and 19  at 10 am 

and 11 am  
Join Miss Maryanne for stories, bubbles and 

more. Registration required 
Library Board Meeting 

December 6, at 7:30 pm at the Library 
The Library Board meeting is open 

to the public. 
Ask Kiosk-Aging Services Kiosk 
December 13 at 10 am to Noon 

Union County Division of Aging Staff will be 
on hand to assist seniors (age 60+) or their 

caregivers with information on services, such as 
meal delivery, respite care, adult day care and 

support services for caregivers. 

LEGO CLUB 
December 6 and 13 at 3 pm  

Be inspired by this month’s theme or build 
whatever comes to mind. Some will be 
displayed in our showcase. Registration 

required Limit 12 
Virtual Kid’s Craft 

December 12 at 3 p.m. 
Pick up your craft supplies from the Library and 

then watch the Facebook tutorial at 3 pm. 
Registration is required for craft kits and is 
limited to 15 participants. Sign up on the 

Library website’s events calendar or by phone. 
Virtual Adult Craft 

December 12 at 3 p.m. 
Pick up your craft supplies from the Library and 

then watch the Facebook tutorial at 3 pm. 
Registration is required for craft kits and is 
limited to 10 participants. Sign up on the 

Library website’s events calendar or by phone. 
Book Discussion Group 

November 20, at 1:00 pm 
Join us in the library for a lively discussion of 

this month’s book, “Lowland” 
by Jhumpa Lahiri. 

Countdown to Noon  
December 30 at 11 am 

Ring in the New Year at the Library. Enjoy 
cookies, crafts, and a whole lot of fun with a 

noon ball drop celebration. For children in 2nd 
grade and younger. Limit 15

For more information and to register for programs, call 908-789-1670  
or email garwoodlibrary@garwood.org. Monday and Tuesday 9 am to 8 pm,  

Wednesday and Thursday 10 am to 8 pm, Friday 10 am to 4:30 pm, 
Saturday from 10 am to 1 pm., Sunday Closed. 

SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS
The Garwood Democratic Club awards two 

scholarships every year to qualifying Garwood 
students - one to an eighth grader graduating 
from Lincoln School moving on to high school, 
and one to a senior in high school graduating on 
to college. 

The scholarship winners for school year 2022-
2023 are Madison Oliveira from Lincoln School, 
and the 12-grade winner was Karina Hechevarria 
from Arthur L. Johnson high school. The Club 
members wish both recipients the best of luck in 
their future educational adventures and continued 
participation in the civic culture wherever they 
may live, work and play. We look forward to 
hearing of your future community participation 
and maybe seeing your name on a voting ballot 
some day! 

Criteria for the awards is based on each 
student’s understanding of civic responsibility 
and their participation in activities advancing that 
civic responsibility. The Club believes that 
fostering civic understanding and responsibility 
of our youth leads to better civic awareness as 
adults. Promoting involvement in local, state and 
national issues of concern in our early years 
encourages our students to understand how they 
can make a difference, to get involved in civil 
discourse, and most importantly, to vote.  

Grammar school students are encouraged to 
participate in school activities advancing 
community activities, and understanding how the 
different levels of local, state and national levels 
of government work with each other. Applicants 
for the high school scholarship are encouraged to 
communicate with their representatives on issues 
that concern them, to attend local government 
public hearings, perhaps get involved in a local 
campaign, and most important to register to vote 
when they become of age.

Individual and group lessons 
From beginners on up.

• In-person and Online Lessons 
• Regular classes at 

27 Bleeker St., Millburn, NJ 
• Rated Chess Tournaments 
• Search us on YouTube: Chess Party

908-416-1695 

Visit our website for details and placement test! 

ChessInMillburn.com 
chessinmillburn@gmail.com 
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Advertise  
in 1 or all  
24 towns

Online at RennaMedia.com  
and NJLocalinfo.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET 
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY! 
Tina Renna 908-418-5586 • tinarenna@rennamedia.com 
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • joerenna@rennamedia.com 

202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

Renna Media offers a full  
range of marketing services,  
in print and online, hyper- 
local to regional, for every  
budget and market size. 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
We mail 160,000 newspapers  

to every home and business in  
24 towns. You can advertise  

in any number of towns.  
Ads start at $60. 

FULL COLOR PRINTING 
We print flyers and menus,  

full color, two sided,  
on coated stock for only 

$45 per thousand. 

DIRECT MAIL 
Insert your flyer into the  

newspapers and get it mailed  
to every home and business for  
$60 per thousand and as low as  

$30 per thousand for higher 
quantities. 

ONLINE MARKETING 
Online ads and press releases  
designed and placed to drive  

traffic to your website and get  
your phone ringing. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
We can design and/or manage  
your social media campaign  

from passive to aggressive plans  
customized to work within  

your budget. 

WEBSITE AND 
SEO SERVICES 

Start with an audit/analysis  
of your website giving you a  
report and recommendations  

for $250. 
 

It is highly recommended to  
have a marketing plan and  

budget before spending.   

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A  
FREE CONSULTATION. 

908-447-1295

Marketing 
Toolbox



GarwoodTimes • Page 11  • December 2023 



GarwoodTimes • Page 12  • December 2023 


