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Thinking of Buying or Selling? 
Call me! “I bring results.”

DEBRA CUNNINGHAM 
Licensed Sales Associate 
Florham Park Resident 

For 20 Years . . . 
Specializing In Our Town 

& Surrounding Areas! 

CELL: 917-716-5824 
OFFICE: 973-377-4460 

Debra-Cunningham.Weichert.com  
DebCunningham02@gmail.com 

15 Prospect St., Madison, NJ 

Follow us on 
Social Media

OFFICER THOMAS BELSCHER TOY DRIVE
We are happy to announce the start of a new tradition, the Officer 

Thomas Belscher Annual Toy Drive! Florham Park resident, Thomas 
Belscher, was sworn in this month as the first ever Florham Park Police 
Department Honorary Police Officer. Officer Belscher, who is 7 years 
old, has Barth Syndrome and Adrenoleukodystrophy; two rare genetic 
disorders. Despite adversity, Thomas can always be found with an 
infectious smile and brave spirit! 

Thomas receives treatment and care at the Children's Hospital of 
Philadelphia (CHOP). This year, Officer Thomas Belscher, the Florham 
Park PBA Local 78 and CHOP are teaming up for a virtual toy drive in 
Thomas' name. Please help the Officer Thomas Belscher Toy Drive team 
meet our goal of $1,000. These donations go directly to the purchase of 
toys and fun experiences for patients at CHOP. 

The Florham Park PBA will be making a donation match of $1,000 
when we reach our goal! We appreciate all the support and generosity in 
our  effort to help the patients and families at CHOP have a magical 
holiday season. Please visit the link below to donate, support or share. 

To donate visit: chop.donordrive.com.  
 

Follow Florham Park Police Department  
and Office of Emergency on Facebook.

THOMAS BELSCHER APPOINTED AS HONORARY POLICE OFFICER
It was a very special day for the Florham Park 

Police Department when during a recent borough 
council meeting we had the distinct honor and 
privilege of appointing 7 year-old Florham Park 
resident, Thomas Belscher, as an Honorary Police 
Officer. Thomas is the first Honorary Police 
Officer to serve with the Florham Park Police, 
donning badge #001. 

Officer Belscher is a bit of a community and 
Briarwood School celebrity who quickly 
charmed and caught the attention of School 
Resource Officers Kevin Langereis and Faith 
Carney. Thomas has Barth Syndrome, a rare 
genetic disorder. Despite adversity, Thomas 
always has an infectious smile, positive attitude 
and a brave spirit. All the characteristics akin to 
the making of a great Police Officer. 

We welcomed Thomas to our department at the 
council meeting where Thomas got sworn in 
alongside his parents and sister. Officer Belscher 
had a sea of supporters who were cheering him 
on and rallying around him. A crowd full of 

Photo credit Cocco Photography

family, loved ones, Briarwood School staff, his Falcons Football team, and 
of course his new brothers and sisters in blue. We couldn’t ask for a better 
addition to our team! It is our pleasure to introduce to the Florham Park 
community, Honorary Police Officer Thomas Belscher. 
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SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone 
you know accomplish something amazing? 
We are interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (accomplishment, honor, award, 
etc.), send us your news!  
Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

ADVERTISING 
Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 

joerenna@rennamedia.com

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ Florham Park Press

SENIOR CITIZENS HOLIDAY EVENTS 
FLORHAM PARK SENIOR CITIZENS CLUB

HOLIDAY FUND FOOD DRIVE 
NOVEMBER 27TH THRU 
DECEMBER 15TH 2023 

The annual holiday fund food drive will be 
held from November 27th to December 15th, 
2023. Please donate paper products, such as 
paper towels, napkins, toilet paper, and canned 
products with pull tops, no expired products 
such as soups and vegetables, shelf stable drinks 
and disposable bags. Please drop off at the 
Florham Park Community Center/ Recreation 
Center or Senior Center, both locations located 
at Florham Park Borough Complex, 111 
Ridgedale Avenue, Florham Park, N. J., Thank 
you in advance for your donations and 
participation.  

HOLIDAY SEASONAL CAROLS CONCERT 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7TH, 2023 
We are looking forward again this year to a 

holiday concert performance from the Ridgedale 
Middle School 6th graders on Thursday, 
December 7th, 2023. The holiday concert 
performance begins promptly at 10:45 a.m. and 
will end around 11:30 a.m. at the Florham Park 
Community Center/Recreation Center, (large 
brown building). Light refreshments will be 
provided. 

For your convenience you could bring your 
holiday fund food drive donation to the holiday 
concert, we will have tables setup in the back for 

leaving your donations, please reference the 
recommended product list in the Holiday Fund 
Food Drive article. 

2023 ANNUAL HOLIDAY LUNCHEON 
For many years the Senior’s Club members 

have looked forward to our Annual Holiday 
Luncheon as a time to celebrate the holiday 
season. Again, as in the past, the luncheon will 
be at the Hanover Manor, 16 Eagle Rock Avenue, 
East Hanover, N.J. The senior Club luncheon date 
is Wednesday, December 13, 2023, starting at 
11:30 a.m. With a Cocktail hour and a wide 
variety of delicious appetizers, starting at 
12:30p.m. The luncheon entree is served with a 
fabulous entree's choice of the following: roast 
top sirloin, salmon filet, chicken franchise, or 
eggplant parmigiana. 

While enjoying lunch our entertainment will 
be provided by the Hanover Park High School 
Chamber Singers. The cost for senior club 
members is $38 and for senior non-members or 
guests $48. 

The deadline for reservations and full payment 
is Wednesday, December 6, 2023, make sure to 
select your entrée choice and any seating request. 
Please make a check payable to the Florham Park 
Senior Citizens Club and drop off or mail to 
Florham Park Senior Citizens Club, Attn: Robert 
McCoy, 111 Ridgedale Ave., Florham Park, N.J. 
07932.
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TICKETS NOW ON SALE FOR 24TH ANNUAL PIPES OF CHRISTMAS
The Pipes of Christmas will celebrate its 24th 

joyous season with performances in New Jersey 
and New York this December. The holiday 
favorite opens on Saturday, December 17 at 
Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church, located at 
921 Madison Avenue (at 73rd Street) for two 
performances at 2 and 7PM. The concert moves 
across the Hudson River on Sunday, December 
18 to Central Presbyterian Church located at 70 
Maple Street in Summit, NJ also with 
performances at 2 and 7PM. 

For those weary of the ceaseless stream of 
secular seasonal music from department stores to 
TV, the Pipes of Christmas offers a spiritual and 
traditional take on the season that connects 
concertgoers to the holiday in a fresh, meaningful 
way. The show features tunes such as, “Highland 
Cathedral,” “Joy to the World”, and “Amazing 
Grace”, all performed live on pipes and drums, 
harp and fiddle, and organ and brass and more. 
Not only does the performance define Christmas 
cheer, but also it inspires those of Celtic descent 
to retrace and reconnect to their ancestry. 

According to producer Robert Currie, “We are 
absolutely delighted to be bringing our concert 
back to full force after two devastating years 
weathering the Covid pandemic. Supporting our 
GoFundMe campaign will continue to make 
these concerts possible.” 

The 2022 production marks the NYC solo 
debut of soprano Sharon Lyons originally from 
Dublin, Ireland. 

The concert presents the music of Christmas 
accompanied by readings taken from the Celtic 
literature of Scotland, Ireland, and Wales. In 
addition to Ms. Lyons, featured performers 
include James Robinson from the film 
“Braveheart,” New England fiddle champion Paul 
Woodiel, champion harpist Rachel Clemente, and 
the Pipe Major Kevin Ray Blandford Memorial 
Pipe Band from Redlands, CA among many 
more. 
PROCEEDS SUPPORT SCHOLARSHIPS AND MORE 

Proceeds from the concert support an extensive 
music scholarship program, which include annual 
gifts to the National Piping Centre and the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland (both located in 
Glasgow, Scotland) the Gaelic College of Nova 
Scotia and the Carol Hassert Memorial Fine Arts 
Scholarship at Summit (NJ) High School.  

Proceeds also support the annual Tartan Day 
on Ellis Island celebration and the Society’s 
sponsorship of the US National Scottish Harp 
Championship, the Gaelic Literature Competition 
at Scotland’s Royal National Mod, and an 
academic research prize at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, 
Scotland’s Gaelic college on the Isle of Skye. 

Each year, concert highlights are webcast in hi-
definition over the Christmas holiday to a global 
audience in cooperation with HomeTowne 
Television. In addition to winning multiple Telly 
Awards for broadcast production excellence, the 
2020 virtual concert was a finalist for the coveted 

MG Alba Trad Music Award presented annually 
in Scotland. 

The concert is still accepting Title Sponsors as 
well as Program Ads. These gifts help offset 
production expenses and add help fund our 
scholarships. 
TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW 

Tickets may be purchased online exclusively 
through ShowTix4U at www.showtix4u.com (be 
certain you select the event name and date in the 
search engine). Reserved patron seats are 
available at both venues. 
ABOUT “THE PIPES OF CHRISTMAS” 

Since making its debut in 1999, The Pipes of 
Christmas has played to standing room only 
audiences. Now a cherished holiday event, the 
concert provides audiences with a stirring and 
reverent celebration of the Christmas season and 
the Celtic spirit. Audience-goers return year after 
year to experience the program, many reporting 
that the Pipes of Christmas has become part of 
their family’s annual Christmas tradition. 

The concert has been lavished with critical 
acclaim. In his review for Classical New Jersey 
Magazine, Paul Somers wrote, “The whole 
evening was constructed to introduce gem after 
gem and still have a finale which raised the roof. 
In short, it was like a well-constructed fireworks 
show on the Glorious Fourth. The Westfield 
Leader described the concert as “a unique sound 
of power and glory nowhere else to be found.”

(above) Soprano Sharon Lyons originally from 
Dublin, Ireland, made her NYC solo debut at 

the 2022 Pipes of Christmas concerts NJ.

(above) Pipers from the Kevin Ray Blandford Memorial Pipe Band are returning  
to join the company of the 24th annual “Pipes of Christmas” concerts. 

• Wreaths & Garlands 
• Outdoor Decorations 
• And Much More

19th Annual 

CHRISTMAS 
WAREHOUSE SALE 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
ARTIFICIAL CHRISTMAS TREES

Up to 15’

$10 off $50 (before tax) 
$20 off $100 (before tax) 
One coupon per customer. Can not be  

combined with any other offer. 

3614 Kennedy Road 
South Plainfield, NJ 
10 am to 4 pm – 7 days a week 

(closed Thanksgiving Day)

Cash No Checks 

y [ 
All Sales Final
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I BUY OLD MOTORCYCLES 
All Types - Running or Not

Call or Text Glenn 
732-556-7636

Same Day Pick-up 
We Pay Cash

Also Looking for  
Honda Elements 
Toyota Camrys 

and Lexus

301 Main Street • Chatham 
973-635-0035 • www.drmurphy.com

Celebrating 
Our 

39th Year!

“YOUR BETTER HEALTH 
IS OUR ONLY CONCERN!”

HEADACHE 
You Don’t Have To Live With It!

That “crushing pressure” around your temples; 
above your eyes; in the back of your head - or that 
pounding, driving pain that won't go away. Headaches 
can interfere with your ability to concentrate - to be 
productive - to enjoy life! 

Dr. Joesph Murphy can evaluate the cause of your  
headache. If it's from muscle tension or improper neck 
motion, (Biomechanics), he can remove the cause of 
your headaches without the use of powerful drugs!  

Want a life without headaches? See Dr. Murphy  
today for an evaluation and begin your journey to a 
headache-free life!

Dr. Joseph J. Murphy 
Chiropractic Physician 

PAST PRESIDENT 
The NJ and Morris 

Chiropractic Societies 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
The Column 

Palmer Graduate

COPING WITH LOSS DURING THE HOLIDAYS
There is so much pressure to be happy in our 

culture, especially at the holidays.  We are 
supposed to have a Happy Thanksgiving, a 
“merry little Christmas” or a Happy Hanukkah.  
But grief doesn’t take a holiday. 

Imagine, A Center for Coping with Loss would 
like to offer support to those navigating the 
challenges of grieving during the holiday season 
and offer some coping strategies as well. On 
Thursday December 14th from 6:30-8 pm, 
Imagine will offer a workshop on Coping with 
Loss During the Holidays. The free workshop 
will be held at their center at 244 Sheffield Street 
in Mountainside and is open to adults and 
children grades 3 and older. 

Imagine’s Grief Educator, Connie Palmer, 
LCSW will present the workshop in English and 
Training and Education Director, Veronica Ortiz, 
LPC and Bilingual Program Manager, Sonia 
Nuñez will present the workshop at the same time 
in Spanish. Pizza dinner is available prior to the 
session beginning at 6:15 for those who sign up. 
Hot cocoa and cookies will be served as well. 

If you are looking for support as you cope with 
a loss this holiday season, the staff at Imagine 
would like to help, and hope to see you at the 
workshop on the 14th. 

Imagine is a 501c3 nonprofit that offers free 
year-round grief support groups for children ages 
3-18 and young adults 19-30 who are coping with 

a loss due to death. Concurrently, support groups 
are available for the parents and guardians of the 
children in the groups and offered in English and 
Spanish. Imagine also offers grief and loss 
education and training to the community. For 
more information please contact Imagine at 
908-264-3100 or info@imaginenj.org.

(above) If you’re interested in attending the 
workshop presented in English, please scan the 

QR code or visit Imagine’s website at 
imaginenj.org/education-training/community-

webinars/ to register. Registration is not 
required for the workshop presented in Spanish.

Kids' Winter Critter Camp 
DECEMBER 28-29  
REGISTER ONLINE: 
sthuberts.org/kids-camps  
MORE INFO? 
education@sthuberts.org

5th to 7th 
GRADE 

STUDENTS

KNITTING TOGETHER 
WHILE MAKING NEW FRIENDS

The Gates Avenue Knitters celebrated their 23-
year anniversary in April. The group has been 
meeting at the Long Hill Township Library, 
located at 917 Valley Road, Gillette, every 
Monday from  1p.m. to 3 p.m. Everyone is 
welcome to join in. 

In the month of April in the year 2000, Gates 
Avenue, Gillette resident Arlene Kaplan, started 
a knitting group along with 4 friends. Twenty-
three years later the group, now called the Gates 
Avenue Knitters, are still knitting together, 
including 4 of the 5 original knitters who still live 
in town. 

Eighteen to twenty ladies show up on any 
given meeting day. Their skills range from 
beginner to experienced knitters (and 
crocheters).They help each other get past 
problems with patterns, and they are excited and 
willing to teach beginners to knit. 

They come from Long Hill Township and 
surrounding towns, including Warren, Watchung, 
Bridgewater, Springfield, Chatham, Madison, 
Summit, and Westfield. Many were introduced to 
the group thru friends. 

Along with their own projects, the group knits 
for causes. They knit approximately 500 hats per 
year and distribute them to local charities. 
Beginning in November they have a display at 
the library and the hats are sold as a fundraiser 
thru the end of February for $10 each. The group 

recently presented the library with $1,300 from 
the proceeds of the last hat sale, which is the most 
funds ever raised. 

The group welcomes donations of yarn and 
knitting and crocheting supplies. Donations can 
be dropped off at the Long Hill Township Library 
any day during business hours.

(above) A display at the Long Hill Township 
Library features items made by the Gates 
Avenue Knitters. They are for sale as a 

fundraiser for the library. It will be stocked thru 
the end of February, or while supplies last.

Photo by David J. Kaplan

973-377-1006 • dohertyroofingcompany.com 
josephdohertycompany@gmail.com 
54 Burnet Road• Madison, NJ 07940

Joseph Dohery, Owner 
License #13VH00977800 

Individual and 
group lessons

• Regular classes at 27 Bleeker St., Millburn, NJ 
• Rated Chess Tournaments 
• Search us on YouTube: Chess Party

908-416-1695 
Visit our website for details and placement test! 

ChessInMillburn.com 
chessinmillburn@gmail.com 

In-person and 
Online Lessons 
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CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAY SEASON WITH NJ FESTIVAL ORCHESTRA!
From traditional to pops, renowned tenor fare and Broadway 

favorites, New Jersey Festival Orchestra’s (NJFO) holiday concerts 
promise to fill the entire family with warmth and cheer.   

They’re back! Under the baton of Maestro David Wroe, the orchestra 
will kick off the festive season with a bang and plenty of bling as The 
Three Holiday Tenors join NJFO to present a family festival of 
traditional and contemporary holiday songs and music.  

“We cannot wait to return to Drew University at this special time of 
year and are thrilled to welcome back The Three Holiday Tenors – each 
more talented than the next – to help us celebrate the Holiday season,” 
said Wroe.    

The concert features Metropolitan Opera’s internationally acclaimed 
tenor Errin Brooks and award winning tenors Jeremy Brauner and 
Mackenzie Whitney to celebrate and captivate with a dazzling selection 
of renowned tenor arias. Traditional carols, signature versions of 
familiar fare and a host of wintertime curiosities are also sure to delight.  

 “We believe there is something for everyone in this performance. 
Our holiday concert is a vessel for children, parents, grandparents and 
friends – indeed the entire community – come together through festive 
music at this unique time of the year.”   

The concert will take place on Sunday, December 10th at 3pm at the 
Concert Hall, Drew University, 36 Madison Ave, Madison. For tickets 
and further information go to www.njfestivalorchestra.org or call 908 
232 9400.  
CELEBRATE THE NEW YEAR WITH NJFO!   

NJFO’s quintessential New Year’s celebration is also back on 
Monday, January 1 in Basking Ridge with “The Great American 
Songbook,” a superb revue of American musical theater showstoppers 
from Golden Age classics to Broadway’s greatest hits presented in 
glorious symphonic splendor.   

A cabaret style event for the whole family, the concertfeatures 
renowned guest singers direct from the Broadway stage. Audiences are 
invited celebrate the New Year and revel in the musical genius of 
America’s great composers, outstanding vocal performers, and a world-
class professional orchestra led by Maestro David Wroe.   

The performance will take place on Monday, January 1 at 2:30 pm at 
The Sieminsky Theater, 800 Fellowship Road, Basking Ridge. For 
tickets and information go to www.sieminskitheater.org or call 908-
580-3892  

“There is much to celebrate this holiday season,” continued Wroe. 
“So gather your friends and family for a series of merry musical 
programs of song and dance for audiences of all ages!”   

This seasonal stroll of timeless classics and sentimental favorites, 
sure to bring us together with joy, smiles, and distinctive holiday 
memories, has been made possible in part by support from The NJ State 
Council on the Arts.   

ELECTRICAL REPAIR • CONTROL WIRING • CIRCUIT BREAKERS 
ELECTRICAL PANELS • SMART HOME SERVICES • BOILERS  

EV CHARGER INSTALLATION • SMOKE DETECTORS
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT - 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

201-600-3530 
Short Circuit Specialists

FREE ESTIMATES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

All Phases of 
Electrical Work

Lic.# 
888400

Bonded 
& Insured

locally owned since 1984 

www.vdsnj.com 
facebook.com/vdsnj 
email: ira@vdsnj.com 
908-964-4004 
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

HOME MOVIES 
TRANSFERRED 
to digital files & DVD

• Video Tape Transfers 
• DVD & Flash Drive Duplication 
• High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning 



Florham Park Press  • Page 9  • December 2023

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 800-206-8529

$350-$450

$250-$350

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12/31/23.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12/31/23.

FOUNDATION REPAIRS BEFORE & AFTER

CHIMNEY LINERS

SLATE ROOF SPANISH STYLE ROOF NEW STEPS

CHIMNEY REPAIRS SHINGLE ROOF FLAT TOP ROOF

24/7 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE ANY ROOF REPAIR

ANY CHIMNEY JOB

$800OFF ANY NEW 
ROOF JOB

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 12/31/23.

15% SENIOR CITIZEN 
DISCOUNT

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12/31/23.

CHIMNEY CLEANING
STARTING AT $150
MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12/31/23.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12/31/23.

$300OFF ANY JOB
of $2,000 or more

OFF

100% 
Financing 

Available
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WARM UP TO WINTER WITH DIGITAL OFFERINGS
Consumer Reports - Are you looking for the 

perfect gift? Let Consumer Reports be your guide 
in making well-informed product choices. 

Morningstar - Start your financial planning for 
the new year with Morningstar. Access valuable 
insights and tools to help you make the best 
decisions for your financial future. 

Peterson's - If you're planning to apply to 
college or embark on a new job search, Peterson's 
is your trusted resource. Explore educational and 
career pathways to help you reach your goals. 

Mango Languages – With apps for Apple and 
Android devices, Mango’s courses cover more 
than 70 languages, plus there are English courses 
for non-native speakers. 

HeritageQuest - Family visiting during the 
holiday season? Delve into HeritageQuest, a 
valuable resource for investigating your family 
history. With experts available to assist in your 
research, it's the perfect time to explore your 
roots. 

The Florham Park Public Library is committed 
to providing the community with diverse and 
engaging resources, and these digital offerings 
are just a click away. Visit the Library’s website 
florhamparklib.org and click on the Learning tab 
for an a-z list of available databases. Stay 
connected, informed, and entertained while 
cozying up at home!

As we gear up for the chilly months and 
unpredictable weather, it’s an ideal time to utilize 
the Florham Park Public Library’s vast collection 
of free digital resources. Whether you're looking 
to watch a movie, read a book, study for an exam, 
update your resume, or research a product, these 
resources are available free with your Library 
card: 

Kanopy - Dive into Kanopy’s diverse 
collection of 30,000+ titles, which are available 
to stream anytime and anywhere — from desktop 
to TV to tablet. Kanopy’s offerings include 
movies, documentaries, foreign films, classic 
cinema, independent films, and educational 
videos that inspire, enrich and entertain. 

Hoopla - Discover a world of e-books, 
audiobooks, music, movies, and more with 
Hoopla. It's your one-stop destination for all your 
digital entertainment needs. 

Libby - Immerse yourself in a virtual library 
with Libby, where you can borrow and read e-
books and audiobooks from the library's 
extensive collection. 

Freegal - Enjoy the gift of music with Freegal, 
a treasure trove of over 18 million songs from 
over 93,000 music labels from over 100 
countries. Freegal features not only today's top 
hits, but also all-time favorites going back into 
the past century. 

SECOND SUNDAY 
PROGRAM SERIES

The Florham Park Public Library is thrilled to 
announce the lineup for the 2023-2024 season of 
its much-celebrated “Second Sundays” program 
series.  

All Second Sunday programs will be held in 
the Library’s Akhoury Room, beginning at 2 pm. 
Thanks to the generosity of the Friends of the 
Florham Park Library, admission is free for all 
programs. 

For more information and event schedules, 
please visit the Library’s events calendar at 
florhamparklib.org/events/ or contact the Library 
at 973-377-2694. 

Winter Holiday Music 
December 10 

Embrace the spirit of the season with a cozy 
afternoon filled with classic holiday tunes. Join 
us for this festive musical celebration that will 

surely warm your heart. 
‘Impossible is an Illusion’: 

Inspirational Lecture 
January 14 

Kick off the new year in a positive way! Join 
Dr. Paul Semendinger, a writer, speaker, 
educator, and marathoner, as he shares 

motivational ideas from his book “Impossible 
is an Illusion”. Discover how to achieve 

excellence, set and reach goals, and embrace a 
positive outlook on life in 2024. 

Exciting Discoveries in Art History 
February 11 

Who doesn’t love the story of a priceless 
painting being found in an attic? Or of a 
sculpture, sitting for decades in a public 
garden, being authenticated as an Italian 

treasure?  
After finding herself in the middle of an art 
history discovery when she uncovered the 

provenance of a Rodin sculpture in Madison's 
town hall, Mallory Mortillaro set out to learn 
about other unexpected art finds. Mallory will 

share the stories of several important and 
valuable works of art that have been 

rediscovered in unexpected places. She will 
present a background of each piece and its 

artist, as well as how the piece was 'lost', and 
then found. 

The Garden State in Bloom 
March 10 

Acclaimed photographer Walter Choroszewski 
will transport us through the enchanting public 
gardens of New Jersey. Witness vibrant colors, 

blossoming flowers, and breathtaking 
landscapes through Walter’s lens; green thumbs 

will be wildly inspired to begin spring 
gardening. 

Take Me Out to the Ballpark 
April 14 

Calling all baseball fans! Join us for a riveting 
session with Yogi Berra Museum docent, John 

Cerilli, as he presents his personal rankings and 
reflections on all 30 current MLB stadiums. 
From the best fields to the most delicious 

ballpark food, John’s insights and experiences 
as a longtime baseball aficionado will delight 

and entertain all in attendance.

STORIES FROM THE MAYFLOWER: WHAT WERE THEY THINKING?
Submitted by Peter Nicolas 

What a marvelous presentation by Patricia 
Wells, on Monday, November 13, to a packed 
house at the Florham Park Library!  If we had 
lowered the ceiling to 5 feet it would have given 
an impression of how just how crowded the 
Pilgrims felt in sailing over, as they basically sat 
in place for 66 days! 

Ms. Wells is the vice president of the Chatham 
Township Historical Society, and an amateur 
historian, researcher and speaker.  She is also a 
descendant of two of the Pilgrims who came over 
on the Mayflower. Indeed, the evening audience 
included two others who had ancestors on the 
ship.  

Pat’s interactive style of presentation of having 
the audience rate the various situations the 
Pilgrims face helped keep everyone involved 
during the presentation in addition to the facts she 
shared that students may not have heard while 
attending elementary school. 

For the younger readers of this article, it may 
be interesting to note that actress Tamera Mowry-
Housley.  (Tia & Tamera, The Real, and Home & 
Family) is a Mayflower descendant. 
Coincidentally, a PBS Special – “Finding Your 
Roots” was broadcast on Sunday and I saw that 
she was completely surprised to learn that, per 
Peter Nicolas, vice president of the Historical 
Society of Florham Park. 

For anyone interested in learning more about 
the Mayflower, here are a few recommendations 
from Patricia Wells: Mayflower: A Story of 
Courage, Community, and War, Nathaniel 
Philbrick; Of Plymouth Plantation, William 
Bradford (archive.org); Caleb Johnson’s 
MayflowerHistory.com; American Ancestors by 
the New England Historic Genealogical Society, 
americanancestors.org 

The Historical Society of Florham Park was 
founded in the 1930s to save and preserve the 
Little Red Schoolhouse. Located on the corner of 
Columbia Turnpike and Ridgedale Avenue the 
former schoolhouse was converted into a 
museum and is the symbol of Florham Park.  
Virtually all the artifacts in the museum were 
donated to and are the responsibility of the 
Historical Society.  The Historical Society looks 
forward to once again opening the museum up 
again in 2024 on the first Sunday of each month 
to offer tours of the museum

(above) Pat Wells flanked by two history buffs, 
Marie Anzalone (107 years old) and Dr. Bob 

Newhouse (99 years old)!

FLORHAM PARK PUBLIC LIBRARY
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CHIMNEY & ROOFING SPECIALISTS
Family 

Owned & 
Operated For 

20 Years

ROOFING

MASONRY

GUTTERS

CHIMNEY
• CLEANING 
• RE-LINE 
• REPAIRS 
• REBUILD 
• CAPPING

• CLEANING 
• INSTALLATION 
• SCREENING 
• REPAIRS 
• REPLACEMENTS

• RE-ROOF 
• NEW ROOF 
• ROOF REPAIRS 
• SHINGLES 
• FLAT ROOF

• Protect your house from heat transfer combustibles 
• Protect the masonry from the corrosive by products of 

combustion 
• Provide a correctly sized flue for optimum efficiency 

of appliance

CHIMNEY LINER 

        $1,300
WHY SHOULD I USE A CHIMNEY LINING SYSTEM?

COMPLETE SET OF STEPS 
Up to 6 Feet, 5 Steps / Brick, Limestone & Concrete 

    $3,750

Carbon Monoxide  
is invisible, 
odorless,  

and can kill you!

You Home Improvement Connection

ROOFING

CHIMNEYS

GUTTERS

SIDING

MASONRY

STEPS FOUNDATIONS

MURSELI PRO CONSTRUCTION 

908-361-6372 
1-800-650-0968

• All Work Guaranteed 
• 24/7 Emergency Service 
• 15% Senior Discount 
• Major Credit Cards 
• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

$600 OFF 
NEW SIDING JOB 

 With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Some restrictions apply. Expires 12/31/23.

$400 OFF 
ANY FOUNDATION JOB  

OF $2000 OR MORE 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Some restrictions apply. Expires 12/31/23.

$150 
GUTTERS CLEANING 

(Any Average House) 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 12/31/23.

$350 OFF 
ANY ROOF REPAIR 
of $1,000 or more 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Expires 12/31/23.

$350 OFF 
ANY CHIMNEY REPAIR 

of $800 or more 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 12/31/23.

• DRIVEWAYS 
• STEPS 
• BRICK & BLOCK 
• SIDEWALKS 
• REPAIR

FOUNDATION
• NEW  

FUNDATIONS 
• REPAIRS 
• WATERPROOFING

Save $1,000 
ON ROOF 

REPLACEMENT 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Some restrictions apply. Expires 12/31/23.

With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires December 31, 2023.

BEFORE AFTER

Easy & 
Effective 
Cleaning Long Term Preservation

Special

Special
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ROTARY CLUB ANGEL TREE STANDS IN POST OFFICE
Florham Park Rotary 

In a 25+ year annual tradition the Angel Tree 
is once again standing in the Florham Park Post 
Office at 187 Columbia Turnpike. 

Sponsored by the Florham Park Rotary in 
coordination with the NJ state Division of Child 
Protection and Permanency, Rotary members 
decorated the tree on Friday, November 17.   
Written on each tag is the wish of a local child.  
Per Rotarian Rex Lyon, in many cases these may 
be the only gift they receive for the holidays.  

Examples of ornament wishes from previous 
years include: 

No. 5, 13-month old male - diapers (size 5), 
Crayola color wonder markers/set, and a ball. 

No. 14, 5-year old female - Hannah Montana 
dolls, kitchen toys, anything with unicorns, and 
age appropriate books 

No. 29, 12-year old female - clothing (girls 
size 7/8), nail polish kit, sneakers (girls size 7), 
winter coat, hat, gloves, scarf anything for 
drawing, coloring or painting 

Residents and businesses are encouraged to 
donate new holiday gifts under the Anger ree by 
reading the ornaments, selecting a wish they can 
grant, and returning the wrapped gift by 
December 20.  

Rotary International is a nonpolitical and 
nonsectarian organization open to all people, 
regardless of race, color, religion, gender, or 
political preference. 

40,000+ clubs in 200 countries worldwide 
dedicated to humanitarian services, high ethical 
standards, and goodwill and peace around the 

(above) The Angel Tree is located in the Florham Park Post Office at 187 Columbia Turnpike
Courtesy photo

KNITTING AND MAKE NEW FRIENDS
The Gates Avenue Knitters celebrated their 23-

year anniversary in April. The group has been 
meeting at the Long Hill Township Library, 
located at 917 Valley Road, Gillette, every 
Monday from  1p.m. to 3 p.m. Everyone is 
welcome to join in. 

In the month of April in the year 2000, Gates 
Avenue, Gillette resident Arlene Kaplan, started 
a knitting group along with 4 friends. Twenty-
three years later the group, now called the Gates 
Avenue Knitters, are still knitting together, 
including 4 of the 5 original knitters who still live 
in town. 

Eighteen to twenty ladies show up on any 
given meeting day. Their skills range from 
beginner to experienced knitters (and 
crocheters).They help each other get past 
problems with patterns, and they are excited and 
willing to teach beginners to knit. 

They come from Long Hill Township and 
surrounding towns, including Warren, Watchung, 
Bridgewater, Springfield, Chatham, Madison, 
Summit, and Westfield. Many were introduced to 
the group thru friends. 

Along with their own projects, the group knits 
for causes. They knit approximately 500 hats per 

year and distribute them to local charities. 
Beginning in November they have a display at 
the library and the hats are sold as a fundraiser 
thru the end of February for $10 each. The group 
recently presented the library with $1,300 from 
the proceeds of the last hat sale, which is the most 
funds ever raised. 

The group welcomes donations of yarn and 
knitting and crocheting supplies.  

Donations can be dropped off at the Long 
Hill Township Library any day during 
business hours.

(above) Long Hill Township Library features 
items made by the Gates Avenue Knitters are for 

sale as a fundraiser for the library. 

Photo by David J. Kaplan

world. This global network of 1.4 million people 
who volunteer their skills and resources to solve 
issues and address community needs. 

One such club is in Florham Park. To learn 
more and consider joining, guests are welcome 
to attend a weekly Rotary breakfast meeting at 
the Florham Park Diner at 182 Ridgedale Ave.  
Meetings are 7:47 to 8:50 a.m. every Friday. 

For additional information about the Florham 
Park Rotary visit the new website at 
www.FlorhamParkRotary.org, check Florham 
Park Community TV (Channels 21 for 
Cablevision and 35 for Verizon), or write or call 
Membership Chair George Gregor at 
ggregor@florhamparkrotary.org or 
(917) 848-0982.

CHRISTMAS TOUR 2023
Halos For Angels is earmarking this year’s 

fundraiser for recipients living amongst us, 
especially a family in Madison, 38 year old 
woman with last stages of cancer, a (mommy) of 
two young children. 

www.halosforangelsinc.org
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New Jersey Intergenerational Orchestra will be 
entertaining families on Sunday, December 10, 
2023 with a free concert of seasonal holiday 
favorites. The concert will be from 2pm to 3pm 
at the Lawton C. Johnson Summit Middle 
School, 272 Morris Avenue, Summit, NJ. 
Families with children of all ages are invited to 
come and join in the fun! 

NJIO’s three orchestral ensembles will 
combine to perform music by Strauss, Mozart, 
Brahms, and more! The concert concludes with 
Leroy Anderson’s exciting Sleigh Ride, with 
percussion accompaniment provided by the 
youngest members of the audience! 

The concert is free and open to the public. 
Donations are gratefully accepted. 

Following the concert, the famous NJIO 
Instrument Petting Zoo returns! Experienced 
NJIO musicians will guide young audience 
members and assist them in safely trying out the 
instrument of their dreams. Instruments are 
loaned by Elefante Music of New Providence and 
Scotch Plains. 

Concert Details: 
Sunday, December 10, 2023 at 2 pm 

Lawton C. Johnson Summit Middle School 
272 Morris Avenue 
Summit, NJ 07901 
Admission is free;  

donations are gratefully accepted. 
This concert is made possible by funds from: 

the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, a 
partner agency of the National Endowment for 
the Arts; Frank and Lydia Bergen Foundation; 
The Lillian Schenck Foundation; The Henry S. 
and Agnes M. Truzack Foundation; Investors 
Foundation; Standish Foundation; and many 
other generous supporters. NJIO is a proud 
participating organization in the Families First 
Discovery Pass Program, a program of the NJ 
Departments of Health and Human Services. 

NJIO is committed to ensuring that its 
programs and concerts are accessible. For more 

information regarding the concert or to inquire 
about patron services, please contact NJIO at 
info@njio.org, or visit NJIO’s website njio.org. 

New Jersey Intergenerational Orchestra, now 
in its 30th season, has been nationally recognized 
as a leader in intergenerational excellence 
through its unique approach to teaching musical 
performance and as a model for intergenerational 
orchestras across the country. Depending on 
space availability, NJIO welcomes new members 
of all ages and abilities each concert period to one 
of its several orchestras - no auditions needed! 

NJIO’s 30th anniversary season will continue 
with two more concerts: 

 
NJIO’S WINTER CONCERT 

Sunday, February 25, 2024, 3 pm 
Dolan Performance Hall, 

Saint Elizabeth University, 
Morristown, NJ 

 
NJIO’S SPRING CONCERT 

followed by 30th Anniversary Celebration! 
Sunday, April 21, 2024, 3 pm 

Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church,  
Plainfield, NJ

NJ INTERGENERATIONAL ORCHESTRA PRESENTS 
FREE FAMILY HOLIDAY CONCERT IN - DEC 10

(above) Young audience members get to try out 
orchestra instruments at NJIO’s Holiday 

Concert Instrument Petting Zoo. Instruments 
are loaned by Elefante Music.

FLYERS 

$45 
PER 1,000

MENUS 

$85 
PER 1,000

• GET UNLIMITED CLICKS 
An alternative to expensive pay-per-click programs 

• FREE AD DESIGN AND COPYWRITING 
Advertising webpage includes many features 
including write-up, images, video, Google map, etc. 

• POSTS ARE SHARED THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA 
Posts shared on multiple Facebook pages and twitter. 

• PAID SEARCH ENGINE PROMOTIONS 
Posts are promoted by industry, key words and location. 

• TRACKABLE RESULTS 
All ads include a live view counter.

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

ONLINE ADS & PRESS RELEASES 
DRIVE LOCAL TRAFFIC TO YOUR WEBSITE $10 

PER POST 
Block of 20 for $200 

Single post is $20

Full Color Flyers and Menus Printed and Mailed  
to Every Home and Business in Town!
FLYERS - $45 PER THOUSAND 
8.5" x 11" / Full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock 
Tri-fold add $10 per thousand. Minimum order $450 

LARGE MENUS - PRINTING - $85 PER THOUSAND 
For quantities more than 50,000 cost is $55 per thousand. 
11"x17" / Full color /2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock. Min. order $850 
Includes folding (quarter fold or tri-fold, with or without coupons tab) 

INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS 
$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.) 
Minimum order $400

ASSUMPTION CHURCH 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
The Church of the Assumption in Roselle Park, 

in conjunction with Catholic Charities of the 
Archdiocese of Newark, is coordinating a 
Christmas Concert on Wednesday evening, 
December 6th @ 7 PM. 

New Jersey’s own Chris Pinnella and His 
Quartet will be performing an array of Christmas 
and Holiday Classics.  Chris is a world class 
vocalist who has been compared to Josh Groban 
and Micheal Buble. 

All proceeds from the concert will benefit 
Assumption Church and Catholic Charities. 

Tickets in advance are $20, and can be 
purchased via the Rectory or by visiting 
assumption23.givesmart.com    Tickets at the 
door will be $25. 

Sponsorships are also available. 
For more information contact Peter Ruccione 

@ 973-818-4060. pruccione@ccannj.org

locally owned since 1984 

www.vdsnj.com 
facebook.com/vdsnj 
email: ira@vdsnj.com 
908-964-4004 
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

• Video Tape Transfers 
• DVD & Flash Drive Duplication 
• High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning
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Advertise  
in 1 or all  
24 towns

Online at RennaMedia.com  
and NJLocalinfo.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET 
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY! 
Tina Renna 908-418-5586 • tinarenna@rennamedia.com 
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • joerenna@rennamedia.com 

202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

Renna Media offers a full  
range of marketing services,  
in print and online, hyper- 
local to regional, for every  
budget and market size. 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
We mail 160,000 newspapers  

to every home and business in  
24 towns. You can advertise  

in any number of towns.  
Ads start at $60. 

FULL COLOR PRINTING 
We print flyers and menus,  

full color, two sided,  
on coated stock for only 

$45 per thousand. 

DIRECT MAIL 
Insert your flyer into the  

newspapers and get it mailed  
to every home and business for  
$60 per thousand and as low as  

$30 per thousand for higher 
quantities. 

ONLINE MARKETING 
Online ads and press releases  
designed and placed to drive  

traffic to your website and get  
your phone ringing. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
We can design and/or manage  
your social media campaign  

from passive to aggressive plans  
customized to work within  

your budget. 

WEBSITE AND 
SEO SERVICES 

Start with an audit/analysis  
of your website giving you a  
report and recommendations  

for $250. 
 

It is highly recommended to  
have a marketing plan and  

budget before spending.   

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A  
FREE CONSULTATION. 

908-447-1295

Marketing 
Toolbox
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FLORHAM PARK LIQUORS 
Grand Re-Opening Ceremony 

DECEMBER 9th • 12 noon – 2 pm 
184 Columbia Turnpike, #184, Florham Park, NJ

Come Celebrate!

Under New Ownership
•Tastings

•Give Aways

•Food Truck

Everyday 
low prices! 

973-377-6911

New & Improved Beer, 
Wine & Liquor Inventory


