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CALL FOR DETAILS 
908-418-5586

GROW YOUR 
BUSINESS

Place your ad 
in this space 

and be in 
every mailbox 

in town!

JUNIOR LEAGUE ANNOUNCES 2023 AWARD RECIPIENTS
The Junior League of Summit (JLS) gave out more than 

$37,000 in grants, scholarships and awards at its Annual 
Dinner on June 19, 2023, at the Madison Hotel Conservatory. 

Grants were awarded to St. Andrew’s Haven, Bridges, 
GRACE, Summit Speech School, Chatham Community 
Food Distribution, Overlook Foundation Healthstart, 
Imagine and Summit First Aid Squad. The JLS Community 
Grants Program focused on projects which meet the 
emerging needs of our communities arising from the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The program enables the JLS to 
support other nonprofit organizations creating change in the 
Summit area.   

The Jean Hudson Gano Award was given to Aidan Barth 
and Abigail Franco of New Providence. The duo co-founded 
and managed the LINC Resource Pantry which provides food 
and household items to families in need. This award was 
established and named in honor of Jean after her early passing 
in May 1997. Jean’s impact on the community was far-
reaching and long-lasting - the award is given annually in her 
memory.  

The Shirley Wight Keeney Scholarships were granted to 

Madison Ryder and Eli Markowitz of Summit and Alexander 
Chatterjee of Chatham. Each student demonstrated academic 
excellence and has shown significant volunteer work that 
aligns with the JLS mission. Shirley was a beloved member 
and Past President of the JLS. 

The Amanda Parrish Block Grant winner was the Summit 
Warm Hearts (SWH) program of the Summit Interfaith 
Council. SWH provided shelter and meals for individuals with 
nowhere else to turn during the winter months. Each year, the 
JLS awards this grant based on needs that arise in the 
community surrounding food insecurity and essential 
demands. The grant was established in 2017 in honor of JLS 
member Amanda Parrish Block, founder of Giving and 
Receiving Assistance for our Community’s Essentials 
(GRACE).   

The Junior League of Summit, Inc. is an organization of 
women whose mission is to advance women’s leadership for 
meaningful community impact through volunteer actions, 
collaboration and training. For more information about the 
Junior League of Summit, please visit the website at 
www.jlsummit.org or contact the office at 908-273-7349.

(above) $27,000 was awarded in grants to the JLS Community Partners. Courtesy photo
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SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone 
you know accomplish something amazing? 
We are interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (accomplishment, honor, award, 
etc.), send us your news!  
Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

ADVERTISING 
Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 

joerenna@rennamedia.com

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ Summit Times

POLICE OFFICER ASHLEY CORREA SWORN-IN
City of Summit 

Mayor Nora Radest performed a swearing-in 
ceremony for Officer Ashley Correa of the 
Summit Police Department on June 29th. Officer 
Correa grew up in Paterson, New Jersey. She is 
currently attending Passaic County Community 
College and pursuing an Associate of Arts degree 
in Criminal Justice. 

Officer Correa graduated from the Bergen 
County Police Academy in July 2021. Before 
coming to the Summit Police Department, she 
served with the Paterson Police Department for 
two years. Officer Correa served as a liaison with 
RAPHA Healthcare where she participated in 
outreach to community members experiencing 
homelessness, addiction and substance use, 
mental illness, and those seeking recovery 
guidance. She was also a member of the Paterson 
Police Department’s Opioid Response Team and 
was a Ballistic Shield Operator and a certified 
Crisis Intervention Team member. 

When not working, Officer Correa enjoys 
spending time with her daughter at the park, 
traveling, spending time with her family trying 
new food establishments, and participating in 
outreach activities for those needing assistance. 
She was accompanied by her family at the 
swearing-in ceremony.

(above, l-r) Mayor Nora Radest, Officer Ashley 
Correa, and Police Chief Steven Zagorski

Photo by City of Summit
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Dr. Mindy Ok

137 Summit Ave., 1st Fl, Summit, NJ

Call today and ask about  
our VIP Botox/Derma Filler  
Program. 

OUR SERVICES 
• PREVENTIVE CARE 

• RESTORATIVE CARE 

• EAT, CHEW & SMILE NATURALLY  

WITH DENTAL IMPLANTS 

• COSMETIC DENTISTRY 

• MERCURY-FREE DENTISTRY 

• INVISALIGN® CLEAR ORTHODONTICS 

• JUVEDERM® 

• BOTOX®

HOURS: Mon:    9 am - 6 pm  
Tue:   10 am - 7 pm 
Wed:    7 am - 6 pm  
Thu:     8 am - 7 pm 
Fri:       9 am - 3 pm 
Sat:      8 am - 1 pm

Dr. Mindy Ok earned her Doctor 
of Dental Medicine degree from 
the University of Pennsylvania 
School of Dental Medicine, one of 
the top dental schools in the 
country. Dr. Ok strives to provide 
every patient with a thorough and 
relaxing visit.

Trusted, Comfortable & Caring Dentistry 
 

Call Us Today 
to Request an Appointment! 

908-273-3873 
 

www.summitdentist.com

NO DENTAL INSURANCE?  
NO PROBLEM. 

Join our in-house dental plan for a reasonable 
yearly membership fee. No annual maximum! 

Call to find out the details. 

WE WILL MAXIMIZE 
YOUR INSURANCE! 

If you have insurance where a co-pay is not required, your exam, 
x rays & cleaning will be at no cost to you. Cash, Check or  

Credit Cards only, or your insurance may cover. If your insurance  
requires a co-pay, you must pay a small out of pocket cost. 

No Dental Insurance? We’ve Got an In-House Plan to Help!

$0 Adult Brighter, Whiter Cleaning 
$0 Adult Exam 
$0 Child cleaning and Exam 
$0 Second Opinion Evaluation
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SAGE WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS TO BOARD OF TRUSTEES
SAGE Eldercare welcomes the addition of Dr. 

Allen Khademi and Patricia Daquila to its Board 
of Trustees. SAGE also recognizes Trustees 
Claire Toth and Sue Luehs for their contributions 
during their now completed terms.   

“We are pleased to announce that Allen and 
Patricia are joining the Board of SAGE 
Eldercare. Their respective medical knowledge, 
business experience, and combined community 
engagement will be an asset to SAGE’s mission 

to provide a comprehensive array of programs 
and services for older adults and caregivers, 
promoting independence and quality of life.” said 
Leslie Hardin, Board President of SAGE 
Eldercare “We remain forever grateful to Claire 
Toth and Sue Luehs for their contributions and 
support of our mission.” 

Dr. Allen M. Khademi of Summit is currently 
Vice President of Medical Affairs at Christian 
Health Care Center in Wycoff, where he 
specializes in Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitative Services. He was previously the 
Medical Director of Rehabilitative Services, 

(above, l-r) Dr. Allen M. Khademi of Summit 
Patricia Daquila of New Providence

Courtesy photos

Post-Acute Care Services and Care Transitions at 
the Summit Medical Group (aka Summit Health). 
He earned his MD from Georgetown University, 
and his BA in Biology at Rutgers University. 

Patricia Daquila of New Providence is a 
Managing Director and Senior Wealth Planner 
with Peapack Private Wealth Management. Pat is 
a CPA and has extensive accounting experience 
at Levinson, Schwartz & Co, and KPMG. She 
serves on the board of the Community 
Organization in New Providence. Pat earned an 
MBA is in finance at Rutgers University, and a 
BS in Business Administration from Montclair 
University. 

SAGE Eldercare has helped make the 
communities it serves amazing places to age 
since its founding in 1954.  The organization 
provides a wide array of information, support, 
and services designed to help individuals lead the 
most independent and active lives possible.  From 
helping with errands, to exercise classes, 
community programs, care planning, and home 
health care, SAGE’s expertise helps older adults 
remain independent in their own homes.  SAGE 
is committed to being the leading provider of 
programs and services to meet the changing 
needs of older adults, their families, and 
caregivers throughout Union, Essex, Morris, and 
Somerset Counties.   

For more information, please call 
908.273.5550 or visit www.sageeldercare.org.

NO INSURANCE? NO PROBLEM! 
We have an in-house 

discount plan to cater to  
all your dental needs.

CHATHAM  
DENTAL  
BOUTIQUE“Nurturing your smile”

(973) 309-8888 
info@ChathamDentalBoutique.com 

Monday: 10:00-7:00 
Tuesday: 9:30-2:30 
Thursday: 9:30-2:30 (every other) 
Friday: 7:30-4:30 
Saturday: 9:00- 5:00

• Urgent Dental Care 
• Fillings • Root Canals 
• Crown and Bridge 
• Partial and Full Dentures 
• Cosmetic Dentistry

Brand new, modern office with state-of-the-art 
technology and admenities with your comfort in mind.

ChathamDentalBoutique.com 
466 Southern Boulevard, Chatham, NJ 07928

OFFICE WHITENING
SPECIAL FOR NEW PATIENTS

Valid until 7/31/2023
$399
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CLARA SARKISSIAN TRAVELS TO BELIZE TO WORK WITH FARM ANIMALS
Loop Abroad 

This summer, Clara Sarkissian, 22, of Summit, 
NJ, spent two weeks in Belize helping animals, 
discovering Belizean culture, and learning hands-
on what it’s like to be a veterinarian. Traveling 
with study-abroad organization CELA Belize, 
Clara was selected as part of a small team that 
volunteered at working ranches and local farms 
caring for horses, sheep, cattle, and pigs. 

The Large Animal Veterinary Medicine 
program brings students to Belize for two weeks 
to volunteer alongside Belizean veterinarians and 
learn from them and from Belizean animal 
experts. Clara and her team took a course in the 
husbandry and health issues confronting farm 
animals in Belize so that they could be better 

equipped to study and help support animals in the 
tropics as well at the farms where they spent their 
time. 

Belize is only a two-hour flight from Miami, 
but it faces different farming and environmental 
challenges than the US. The nation is over fifty 
percent rainforest, which provides unique 
conservation opportunities and a chance for 
students to learn from the hard-working local 
veterinarians who help to sustain the agriculture 
industry in Belize. 

Clara and her team provided care for the 
animals at working ranches and farms, including 
horses, sheep, cattle, and pigs. In addition, they 
helped to host a free small pet clinic for animals 
owned by locals in the area. Clara and her team 
were also able to explore San Ignacio, a town in 
the Cayo District of western Belize. 

CELA Belize has animal science and 
veterinary programs for undergraduate and 
veterinary students, as well as internship 
programs throughout Belize. 

Programs are offered in summer and winter 
and are two weeks long, and college credit 
through Iowa Wesleyan is available. Interested 
participants can inquire or apply at 
celabelize.com. Professors and teachers who 
want to travel with a group of students to Belize 
can work with CELA to connect their students 
with local conservation projects, schools, 
development projects, and service learning 

Photos by Loop Abroad

opportunities. 
By following a study abroad model instead of 

a voluntourism model, CELA Belize focuses on 
educating its students so that they can contribute 
and serve in meaningful ways. Students learn 
from the expertise of local Belizean staff. It also 
works with locally run animal welfare 
organizations so that students contribute to long-
term improvement on the ground in the countries 
they visit. CELA has been based in Belize for 
over a decade, and with the help of students like 
Clara, continues to help support important 
sustainability and development projects in Belize.  

The program’s Managing Director Jane Stine 
says, “Our students come to Belize because they 
want to experience another culture in a way that 
supports and learns from the local expertise. On 
this program, they have the chance to see Belize 
from a Belizean point of view and learn from our 
amazing veterinary team, and we love seeing 
them bring that knowledge and experience home 
to move even further in their veterinary and 
conservation careers.” 

Of her trip, Clara says, “I have spent a month 
in Belize learning and working in wildlife 
conservation and large animal medicine. My 
experience has further secured my passion to 
become a veterinarian and helping the animals 
we all know and love..” 

Clara is a Senior at Rutgers University in New 
Brunswick, majoring in Animal Science.
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Experience with dogs and cats 
of all ages, breeds, and special needs, 

as well as all types of 
medication administration

ALL BREEDS, ALL NEEDS

Julia DeMilio 
DOG WALKER & PET SITTER 

908-370-3700 
juliademilio@gmail.com

YOUNG SQUAD VOLUNTEERS EARN SCHOLARSHIPS
Summit Volunteer First Aid Squad 

Two Junior Members of the Summit Volunteer 
First Aid Squad have been awarded scholarships 
in recognition of their volunteer efforts. Both 
earned the NJ State Emergency Medical 
Technician certification while still attending high 
school and volunteering at the Squad. 

Marco Flores-Gonzales is the winner of this 
years’ Alice Nichols Memorial Scholarship. The 
scholarship was established in memory of Alice 
Nichols, a long-time member of the Squad, who 
was serving as its President when she passed 
away unexpectedly in 2000. Alice had also been 
very involved as a mentor to the Squad’s junior 
members, and this scholarship was created to 
honor her legacy. 

Kamari Massicott is the recipient of this year’s 
Mike D’Ecclessis Award, which was established 
in 2022 to honor the volunteer career of Michael 
D’Ecclessis, who was among the Squad’s first 
Junior Members himself and retired in December 
2021 after more than 46 years of service to the 
First Aid Squad and the community. The 
scholarship is funded by Summit’s Other Fellow 
First Foundation and will be awarded annually to 
the most outstanding member of the Junior 
Program’s graduating class. Mike returned to the 
Squad where he served for so many years to 
congratulate Kamari personally. 

The all-volunteer First Aid Squad, responds to 
emergency calls 24/7, is entirely funded through 
private donations and does not bill for service. 
The Squad is always looking for new volunteers 
to join its ranks. All needed training, uniforms 
and equipment is provided. For information on 
becoming a volunteer, or donating to the squad 
please call 908-277-9479, or visit their web site 
at: summitems.org.

(above) Marco Flores in front of a memorial to 
Alice Nichols in the Squad’s headquarters

(above) Kamari Macciott and Mike D’Ecclesis
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528 N. Michigan Ave. Kenilworth, NJ • 908-688-8333 
Hours: Monday - Saturday: 7:30 am - 5:00 pm • Sunday: Closed 

We accommodate the trade as well as the do-it-yourselfers! We are always ready to assist.
SOIL 

Black Topsoil ............................$36 
Jersey Brown.............................$40 

MULCH 
Black Dyed................................$33 
Brown Dyed..............................$33 
Red Dyed...................................$35 
Hardwood .................................$24 
Playground................................$35 

QUARRY BASE MATERIALS 
Mason Sand ..............................$60 
3⁄4 Clean Stone...........................$58 
Stone Dust.................................$39 
QP ...............................................$48 

DECORATIVE STONE 
3⁄8 Riverbed / Pea Gravel.........$73 

1 Riverbed .................................$88 
11/2-3 Riverbed ..........................$98 
3⁄8 Red Stone ..............................$80 
3⁄4 Red Stone ..............................$80 
3⁄4 Goose Egg ...........................$105 
11/2-3 Goose Egg......................$125 
3⁄4 Arctic White........................$135 

Prices subject to change without notice.

HARDSCAPE 
• Cement 
• Cinder Block 
• Belgium Block  
• Curbing 
• Bluestone Treads 
• Diamond Blades 
• Limestone Treads 

TOOLS 
• Mason Tools  
• Landscape Tools 

DRAINAGE 
• Catch Basins 
• 3” & 4” Pipe 

LAWN & GARDEN 
• Grass Seed 
• Fertilizers 
• Peat Moss 
• Hay 
• Polymeric Sand 
• Paver Sealer 
• Paver Cleaner

ORDER ONLINE 
www.JerseyLandGarden.com

Prices 
per yard

FREE 
Same Day 
Delivery 
5-Yards or more. 

Union County 
only.

Largest Display 
of Cambridge Pavers 

in Union County

Largest Display 
of Cambridge Pavers 

in Union County

Waterfalls • Fireplaces  
• Fire Pits • Walls • Walkways  

• Patios • Curbs

Waterfalls • Fireplaces  
• Fire Pits • Walls • Walkways  

• Patios • Curbs
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908-251-9441 
Mrhandyman.com

On Time. Done right. 
Guaranteed.

10% OFF LABOR
On labor only, materials not included. Cannot  
be combined with other offers. Exp. 8/31/23.

2,500+ Positive Online Reviews 
Fully Insured 

License number: 13VH09897400

• Windows 

• Doors 

• Flooring 

• Drywall 

• Masonry 

• Aging In Place Certified 

• Interior and Exterior Carpentry 

• Friendly/Helpful Office Staff

REPAIR AND REMODEL SERVICES

AREA ELKS SPONSOR PICNIC FOR MENLO PARK VETS
Submitted by Jon Joshua 

On July 15, more than 20 Elks from the East 
Central District, consisting of Lodges in Stirling, 
Summit, Springfield, Mountainside, Cranford, 
Union, and Rahway sponsored a picnic at the 
Menlo Park Veterans Memorial Home in Edison. 

With warm weather and blue skies, 
hamburgers, hot dogs, sausage & peppers, 
roasted potato, salads, and watermelon were just 
some of the items on the menu that was served to 
over 80 veterans in attendance. 

Elks pledge "So long as there are Veterans, the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks will 

never forget them."  At Lyons VA, East Orange 
VA, Menlo Park Veterans Home, Paramus 
Veterans Home, and across the country, Elks 
volunteers provide direct service to Veterans in 
more than 330 facilities each month. And through 

grants, Elks Lodges connect with veterans and 
military members in their communities, 
providing them with services where they live.  

For more information about the Elks and how 
to join, please visit elks.org.

(above) More than 20 Elks from the East 
Central District sponsored a picnic at the 

Menlo Park Veterans Memorial Home 
in Edison. Courtesy photos
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OLD GUARD AUGUST SPEAKERS PROGRAM
On August 22nd, Harold M. Heft a retired 

industry executive whose academic research 
focused on biopsychology, the philosophy of 
science, and pediatric autism will speak on 
“Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) – Disorder or 
Difference?”  Is ASD a neurodevelopmental 
disorder, or a different way of being in the world? 

Winding up the month, on August 29th, AP 
educator Anne Soos, trained in biology at 
Harvard and Princeton will discuss Climate 
Change. Among her topics will be physical 
factors that determine climate, climate 
distinguished from weather, and carbon capture 
and sequestration, both natural and artificial. 

Past speakers  can be viewed at 
SummitOldGuard.org but we encourage people 
to drop in on our meetings which take place at 
the church at 10:00 a.m.  every Tuesday.  

The Summit Old Guard meets in New 
Providence and draws members from northern 
and central New Jersey and beyond.

The Summit Old Guard was founded in 
Summit in 1930 and meets every Tuesday at the 
New Providence Presbyterian Church located at 
1307 Springfield Ave. Our motto is “Come for 
the Programs. Stay for the Friends.” and our 
extensive August program arranged by member 
Stuart Kurtz focuses on health and science topics 
presented by distinguished scientists and 
educators. Please join us. Our programs are free 
to the public, and we welcome you! 

On August 8th, Sheldon Landesman, a former 
faculty member of SUNY Downstate Health 
Sciences University trained in hematology, 
oncology, and infectious disease will discuss The 
Early Years of AIDS: Public Health vs. Civil 
Liberties in Epidemic Times. Landesman will 
discuss lessons learned and not yet learned.  

On August 15th, Davis Haas, former principal 
X-ray scientist at Phillips Electronic Instruments 
will discuss How Society Changed on January 5, 
1973, with  scanning devices at airports. 

DR. MICHAEL GEORGE 
KNOWLTON

Former Summit Superintendent Michael 
George Knowlton was diagnosed with pancreatic 
cancer in February, 2023. He succumbed to the 
disease on June 7.  

Michael was born on September 1, 1946, in 
Binghamton, New York. He was predeceased by 
his parents, Richardson Drake Knowlton and 
Virginia Seeber Knowlton. He has one brother, 
Richardson Drake Knowlton, II of Guyton, 
Georgia.  

Michael received his Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Economics and Government from Oberlin 
College, Oberlin, Ohio in 1968, his Master of 
Science Degree in Education from State 
University of New York, Cortland in 1975, and 
his Doctor of Education from Syracuse 
University in 1985. He held Assistant 
Superintendent positions in Windsor, NY, Hilton, 
NY, and White Plains, NY. His career led him to 
become a Superintendent of Schools in Valhalla, 
NY and Summit, NJ where he retired in 2004. 

He met his wife, Lunetta Jane Bennett while 
attending Oberlin College. They were married 
December 28, 1968 in Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma. They had two children, Michael 
Bennett Knowlton born in 1970 currently 
residing in Englewood, FL and Amy Jane 
Knowlton Lamb born in 1972 currently residing 
in St. Louis, Mo. Michael is married to Kelly 
Grimm Knowlton and they have one child, 
Windley Virginia Knowlton. Amy is married to 
Keith Richard Lamb and they have two children, 
Breuer Jane Lamb and Bodhi Knowlton Lamb. 
During his last months he received a great deal 
of pleasure from his two Havanese puppies, Isa 
and Henry. 

After retirement from the Summit, New Jersey 
School District Michael and Lunetta lived in 
Clayton, Oklahoma for several years while 
building a home in Venice, Florida where they 
resided for over 15 years before moving to 
Englewood. During his retirement, he became an 
avid Bonsai collector and expert in the art form. 
His collection included as many as 125 Bonsai 
Trees at the peak of his involvement with the art 
form. He was elected President of Sho Fu Bonsai 
Society of Sarasota and Bonsai Societies of 
Florida. He also was an active member of St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Church, Venice, Florida. He 
served as Senior Warden under 2 Rectors and 
was Treasurer of the Church for many years.  

Michael was not only loved by his family, but 
by so many, whose lives he touched through his 
76 years. If you wish to donate in his honor, the 
family asks that you consider giving to the 
Lustgarten Foundation, 415 Crossways Park 
Drive, Suite D, Woodbury, NY 11797. 100% of 
donations fund pancreatic cancer research. 
Pancreatic Cancer is called the silent killer. You 
don’t find out you have the disease until it is too 
late to combat it. Alternately, a donation to 
Tidewell Hospice or St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church would be welcome.

OBITUARY
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CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 800-206-8529

$350-$450

$250-$350

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 8/31/23.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 8/31/23.

FOUNDATION REPAIRS BEFORE & AFTER

CHIMNEY LINERS

SLATE ROOF SPANISH STYLE ROOF NEW STEPS

CHIMNEY REPAIRS SHINGLE ROOF FLAT TOP ROOF

24/7 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE ANY ROOF REPAIR

ANY CHIMNEY JOB

$800OFF ANY NEW 
ROOF JOB

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 8/31/23.

15% SENIOR CITIZEN 
DISCOUNT

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 8/31/23.

GUTTER CLEANING
STARTING AT $65

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 8/31/23.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 8/31/23.

$300OFF ANY JOB
of $2,000 or more

OFF

100% 
Financing 

Available
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THE SUMMIT FOUNDATION SUPPORTS VACNJ
ECLC PRIDE 

VACNJ’s work with the Education, Careers & 
Lifelong Community (ECLC) PRIDE program 
works with adults with developmental disabilities 
making choices for the next steps in their lives, 
giving the participants the opportunity to come 
to the Art Center for hands-on artmaking. These 
programs focus on activities that help in one of 
four areas: social appropriateness, independent 
living, work enhancement skills, and community 
participation. 

“For several years, The Summit Foundation 
has provided meaningful support to the Art 
Center that has allowed us to serve the Summit 
community,” said VACNJ Executive Director, 

Melanie Cohn. “Their continued support in the 
form of this recent grant award will allow us to 
continue to grow our community engagement 
programs and serve the most vulnerable 
populations in Summit.” 

For more information on The Summit 
Foundation, visit summitforever.org. 
ABOUT VISUAL ARTS CENTER OF NEW JERSEY 

For 90 years, the Visual Arts Center of New 
Jersey, located at 68 Elm Street in Summit, NJ, 
has been exclusively dedicated to viewing, 
making, and learning about contemporary art. 
Recognized as a leading non-profit arts 
organization, the Art Center’s renowned Studio 
School, acclaimed exhibitions, and educational 
outreach initiatives serve thousands of youths, 
families, seniors, and people with special needs 
every year. For more information visit 
artcenternj.org.

The Visual Arts Center of New Jersey 
(VACNJ) was recently awarded a grant from The 
Summit Foundation in the amount of $13,250 to 
support five of VACNJ’s community programs. 
The grant was part of $325,000 awarded to 28 
organizations whose work focuses on civic and 
community needs; health and medical services; 
arts and culture; education; people with special 
needs; and older adults. The grant awarded to 
VACNJ will go toward funding: 
ART FROM THE HEART AT SAGE ELDERCARE 

VACNJ’s Art from the Heart program is 
offered to Summit seniors enrolled in SAGE 
Eldercare’s Spend-A-Day adult day-care 
program. These seniors have mild to moderate 
age-related cognitive disorders, and during 48 
weekly sessions, a VACNJ-trained art educator 
engages approximately SAGE clients in hands-
on art-making projects. This sequential program 
is specifically designed to improve cognitive 
functions, enhance memory, and improve an 
overall sense of well-being. 
LANGUAGE AND LITERACY THROUGH ART 

Language and Literacy Through Art is a 
partnership between VACNJ and Empowering 
Kids Organization (EKO) in Summit. EKO 
creates strategies and programs to empower 
under resourced, English-language learners to 
thrive throughout their educational journey by 
connecting them and their families with 
opportunities and resources. The program 
expands students’ knowledge and understanding 
of contemporary art by utilizing art viewing and 
art making to engage and empower English-
language learners to build skills in reading, 
writing, and speaking. 
SUMMIT PEP AT VACNJ 

Providing Educational Possibilities (PEP) is a 
college access program that offers academic, 
social-emotional, and financial support to select, 
motivated Summit public school students. PEP 
students visit VACNJ to experience the museum, 
view current exhibitions, and create their own 
work based on the contemporary art on display. 
ART THERAPY FOR TEENS 

Art Therapy for Teens is an after-school 
enrichment program led by VACNJ art therapist 
Megan Tuttle with the goal of promoting mental 
health by providing teens with a way to manage 
stress and anxiety through art. This powerful 
program was created in response to a call from 
parents, teens, and teachers to help today's 
teenagers manage the pressures of not only being 
a young adult but navigating the world after the 
isolation of the pandemic. 
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Property Maintenance & Handyman Services

732-331-9572 
www.MyHandymanAndPainter.com

• General Handyman Services  
• Sheet Rock - Install & Repair 
• Painting • Electric • Plumbing 
• Cooling & Heating - Install & Repair 
• Bathroom & Kitchen Remodelling 
• Windows & Siding 
• Quality Gutter Guards (From $14/ft installed)

My Handyman & painter LLC

a u q r 
Licensed & Insured 

License #13VH11554200

View our Google Reviews.

UNITED 
PAVING & MASONRY LLC

UNITED 
PAVING & MASONRY LLC

732-524-9296 
PavingByUnited.com 
Free Estimates • Financing Available  

Quality Work at Affordable Prices!
o Asphalt Driveways 
o Belgian Block 
o Brick Pavers 
o Retaining Walls 
o Outdoor Living 
o Walkways 

o Concrete 
o Steps 
o Patios & More

Accepting Cash, Checks and Credit Cards.

FREE ESTIMATES!

No Job Too Small

Duke says  

“We are 

honest and  

reliable.”

Pet friendly - We support animal rescues

FOR ALL ORDERS PLACED IN AUGUST, UNITED MASONRY WILL PAY THE SALES TAX.
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908-322-0253 • www.DesignByColorscapes.com

Colorscapes 
  Tree & Landscape 
    Service

HAND PRUNING AND RESTORATION 
OF OVERGROWN TREES AND SHRUBS 
Specializing in preservation of old trees. 
Experts at proper pruning techniques. 

Landscape designs “Second to None!”

Take a tour of local examples of beautiful designs. Call Gene Gregory 
See our work first at Colorscapes Inc on Facebook or our Website.

• Large Tree Planting 
• Drainage & Rain Gardens 
• Unique Landscape design 
• Repair & Maintenance of damaged  

and stressed Trees and shrubs. 

Go Green with Colorscapes

AUTHOR TALKS AT THE SUMMIT LIBRARY
The Summit Free Public Library is thrilled to 

announce a series of four virtual author talks in 
August 2023. The featured authors include 
acclaimed journalists and New York Times 
bestselling authors. These talks will be held via 
Zoom, giving literary enthusiasts an opportunity 
to participate in live Q&A sessions and engage in 
rich discussions with acclaimed authors. “Stay 
cool this August while enjoying conversations 
with leading authors on a variety of topics,” said 
Abby Brady, Head of Adult Services at the 
Summit Library. 

To register for any of these virtual events, 
please visit the Library’s website at: 
www.summitlibrary.org. 

The schedule for these programs is as follows: 
Jennifer Wallace: August 8, from 7-8pm 
Journalist Jennifer Wallace will discuss her 

upcoming book, “Never Enough: When 
Achievement Culture Becomes Toxic -- And 
What We Can Do About It.” 

Robert Jones Jr.: August 15, from 4-5pm* 
Author Robert Jones Jr. will speak on his New 

York Times bestselling book, “The Prophets.” 
Cassandra Clare: August 23, from 8-9pm* 
Celebrated author Cassandra Clare will discuss 

her final installment in the popular “The Last 
Hours” series, “Chain of Thorns.” 

Jeff Selingo: August 30, from 2-3pm* 
Jeff Selingo, renowned journalist and New 

York Times bestselling author, will talk about his 
latest book, “Who Gets In and Why: A Year 
Inside College Admissions.” 

*These talks are made possible by the Friends 
of the Summit Free Public Library through the 
Library Speakers Consortium.

NEW INTERACTIVE MAP 
FOR SUMMIT HOMETOWN HEROES

The City of Summit has developed an 
interactive map tool for its 
popular Hometown Heroes 
program that allows users to 
locate and view banners online 
for each of the more than 275 
program participants. 

The Hometown Heroes 
program honors Summit 
residents who have served or 
are currently serving in the 
United States Armed Forces 
with banners that are displayed 
from Memorial Day through 
August 15 in downtown 
Summit. The banners include the names, images, 
dates of service, and branches of each 
participating service member. Banners are 
located on Broad Street, Deforest Avenue, Elm 
Street, Kent Place Boulevard, Maple Street, 
Morris Avenue, Springfield Avenue, Summit 
Avenue, and Union Place. 

“The Hometown Heroes Program is a fantastic 
initiative that continues to honor Summit’s 

residents who have dedicated their lives to our 
nation,” explains Summit 
Mayor Nora Radest. “This 
interactive map is a useful tool 
that will allow families and 
friends to easily find where the 
banners of their loved ones or 
friends and neighbors are 
located.” 

The new map functionality 
provides an overview of all 
streets where Hometown 
Heroes banners are hanging 
and includes search capability 
by name. A tutorial on how to 

use the map is also available to assist users. 
For more information about the City of 

Summit and the Hometown Heroes Program, 
please visit the city website. To make a donation 
to help fund replacement brackets for Hometown 
Heroes banners, go to summitforever.org/donate 
or mail a check payable to The Summit 
Foundation to Summit Hometown Heroes, PO 
Box 892, Summit, NJ 07902.

JANET LEICHT, DPM 
Podiatrist specializing in foot and ankle, bunions,  
hammertoes, diabetic foot care, heel pain,  
neuromas, surgery, orthotics and sports medicine. 

 

908-381-8160  
janetleichtdpm.com 
369 Springfield Avenue 
Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922

Mon: 1:00 PM - 6:00 PM 
 Tue: 9:00 AM - 7:00 PM 
Wed: 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

 Thu: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
   Fri: Surgery Day 
  Sat: 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM

Can’t get a trial date? 
We can help. 

Mediate – Arbitrate 
(908) 645-1000 

www.lawlawfirm.comJeralyn Lawrence, Esq.

Summit - Westfield Offices | 908.233.8502

If you can dream it,  
you can do it...

You’ve got money, friends, 
and a beautiful family. 
Why do you often feel 

so angry and sad? 
You deserve to feel better.  
Psychotherapy can help.  

Dr. Adam Brown 
author, professor, trauma expert 

www.adambrownphd.com
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908-760-0583

Summer is here! Don’t wait until it’s too hot. 
CALL TODAY FOR ALL YOUR HEATING, AIR CONDITIONING,  
AND FUEL NEEDS 

Now is the time to get your air conditioning ready for spring. If your air conditioning system  
is over 15 years old, you may want to consider a more efficient replacement. 
Avoid last minute emergencies during the hot uncomfortable weather. Let the experts  
at Woolley evaluate your cooling and heating needs and provide you with a FREE  
no obligation estimate. We are a full-service installation, maintenance, and repair company.  
In need of a tune-up? We provide that too, along with Woolley Extra Care Service Plans.

N. Woolley Master HVACR contractor Lic. # 1261
We will continue to offer the same great  
service delivered to REEL-STRONG customers.  
The addition of REEL-STRONG represents an  
exciting opportunity for WOOLLEY to do more  
for our customers. You will still find the same  
reliable technicians and office staff from  
REEL-STRONG now at WOOLLEY HOME.

Woolley Home Solutions is a family-owned and 
operated company providing over 99 years of 
honest, high-quality service. 
Our mission is simple - to be your trusted,  
total home comfort solutions provider.

WOOLLEY’S PROUD PARTNERSwoolleyfuel.com

NEW RHEEM HEATING OR 
AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

Expires: 8/31/2023. May Not Be Combined With Other Offers.
$300 OFF

BELOVED BROKEN ITEMS REPAIRED FOR FREE
Summit Repair Cafe closes out their 2023 

repair season with their fifth year of repairing. 
Every event since its inception in 2018 has 
successfully repaired an average of 67 beloved 
but broken items from entering the landfill. 

On September 9, bring your beloved but 
broken items to be repaired to Summit’s Repair 
Cafe from 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. at Christ 
Church, 561 Springfield Avenue. The last items 
accepted for repair will be at 2:30 p.m. 

Repair services available at this event will 
include sewing/textiles, lamps, clocks, 
woodworking, jewelry, computers, knife 
sharpening, electronics and bicycles. To allow all 
patrons to have the opportunity for repair, repairs 
are limited to 2 total items per person and 1 
jewelry item per person. 

Replacement parts for lamps and clocks will 
be available for an at-cost fee. Please only bring 
items that you can carry into our event unaided. 
No appointment is necessary, wait times may 
vary. 

Summit Repair Cafe events are co-sponsored 
by the Summit Area Green Faith Circle and 
Repair Cafe Garden State. Visit repaircafegs.org 
for the full schedule of all upcoming Repair Cafe 
events in New Jersey for the autumn season. 

Repair and event (setup/check-in/clean-up) 

volunteers are wanted for the September 9 event 
in Summit and all future events. If you would like 
to help please contact us via email: 
summit@repaircafegs.org.

(above) On September 9, bring your broken 
items to be repaired to Summit’s Repair Cafe. If 

you would like to help, please contact 
summit@repaircafegs.org.

ORANGE MATTRESS 
——- C U S T O M  B E D D I N G  ——-

A Family Business Since 1902.

• Matresses 
• Box Springs 
• Round Beds 
• Adjustable Beds 

• Mattress Toppers 
• Pillows 
• Hybrid Mattresses 
• Custome Sheets

800-761-1100 
mycustombedding.com

CUSTOM MATTRESSES MADE TO ORDER! 
Any Size • Natural • Double Sided • Affordable Mattresses

Call Today  
or Visit Our  
Showroom 
in Clark, NJ. 
1049 Raritan Road
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20% OFF Rug 
Cleaning Sale! 
Hurry! Offer Expires 8/31/22. Incoming orders only.

• Expert Hand Washing Process 
• Repair & Restoration Services 
• Fully Insured Service 
• Pick-Up of Your Rugs

Sale & Service of Oriental Rugs & Carpets

Ask us about  
the proper way  
to store a rug!

210 Court Place, Plainfield, NJ 07060

For convenience please 
call or text 908-812-5031 
www.HamrahRug.com

Brass & Silver 
Polishing

For Over 40 Years

• Lamp Repairs • Brass Polishing • Refinishing • Rewiring 
• Antique Lamp Restoration • Replacement Glass • Lampshades

611 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-232-2161

Large Selection of 
Antique Lighting

KONANTIQUES 

WE BUY ANTIQUES 
FREE HOUSE CALLS 

908-578-7593 

Over 20 
years of 

Experience Free on-site consultation at your home or business 

info@konantiques.com

WE BUY: Sterling Silver, Antique Jewelry, Costume Jewelry, Coins,  
Art, Watches & Clocks, Porcelain, Modern Items (50’s, 60’s, 70’s),  

Antique Toys, Asian Decorative Arts, Judaica, Lighting, Military Items 
           Some Furniture, Hummel & Lladro Figurines

Located 
in Summit

DRIVE FOR AUTISM GOLF EVENT  – SEPT 18TH
function for the foundation. Single golfers and 
foursomes are welcome as well as, product 
donations and corporate sponsorships. To 
register online please go to 
birdease.com/DriveforAutismXXII 

 
ABOUT DRIVE FOR AUTISM FOUNDATION: 

Based in New Providence, New Jersey, The 
Drive for Autism Foundation (EIN#20-
1760417), is a 501(3)(c) tax exempt public 
charity that was created in the Spring of 2002 for 
the sole purpose of raising and distributing funds 
for educational facilities specializing in students 
with autism. 

 
DRIVE FOR AUTISM GOLF OUTING 2023 

The Drive for Autism XXII is scheduled for 
Monday Sept 18, 2023 at Royce Brook Golf 
Club in Hillsborough, New Jersey. The event 
consists of a morning round of golf followed by 
a barbeque. Special events include golf contests, 
raffles and a silent auction of sports 
memorabilia, game tickets and golf trips.  

To register or for additional information  
please visit  
www.birdease.com/DriveForAutismXXII,  
call 908-451-8033  
or email driveforautism@comcast.net.

The Drive for Autism Foundation is pleased 
to announce that its annual golf event, Drive for 
Autism XXII will be held at Royce Brook Golf 
Club in Hillsborough, NJ on September 18, 
2023. 

The Drive for Autism Golf Outing which has 
been held since 2002 has raised and distributed 
over $851,000 to local school programs. 
Previous beneficiaries of grants were Morris 
Union Jointure Commission (New Providence, 
NJ), Salt Brook School (New Providence, NJ), 
AW Roberts School (New Providence, 
NJ),Union County Educational Services 
Foundation/Crossroads School (Westfield, NJ), 
Educational Partnership for Instructing Children, 
Paramus, NJ, Eden II/Genesis Programs (Staten 
Island, NY), Spectrum360 formally The 
Children’s Institute (Verona, NJ), ECLC 
(Chatham, NJ) and Seton Foundation for 
Learning (Staten Island, N.Y). 

Grant recipients use money to fund health and 
fitness programs, social skills programs, 
educational curriculum and teacher training, a 
van for community trips and transportation to job 
training centers, laptop computers, computer 
touch screens, iPads, video projectors and 
educational toys and games 

The golf event is the main fundraising 

IS THERE MORE TO LIFE THAN THIS?
A free spirituality seminar is being offered by 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in Scotch 
Plains, NJ. Most meetings are on Zoom. In a 
world of isolation, anonymity, and keyboard-
warriors, Alpha offers content and guidance for 
churches, ministries, and individuals to create a 
space for honest and open conversations about 
life’s biggest questions. Everyone is welcome and 
no questions are off limits. 

Alpha is a place to connect with other people 
who are open to exploring life, faith, and 
meaning. Alpha fosters honest, open, and 
judgment-free conversations for anyone to 
explore the Christian faith. Each session includes 
a time to connect with others (often over a free 
meal), watch a short video on an element of the 
Christian faith, and then a chance for each person 
to share thoughts and questions with the group. 

“I was invited to participate in the Alpha pilot. 
From the initial meeting, I knew this was 
something that I wanted to be a part of,” explains 
Nancy Schreck. “After completing the pilot, I 
joined the Alpha team to help plan for the future 
of Alpha at IHM. It’s a wonderful opportunity for 
people at any level of faith to meet new people 
and explore new ideas.” 

Sessions are free to attend and are scheduled 
on Monday nights at 7:30 p.m. The first meeting 
will be live and in-person on Monday, September 
18, 2023, beginning at 7 p.m. in the Nazareth 
Center of Immaculate Heart of Mary (IHM) 
Church: 1571 S. Martine Ave. Scotch Plains. 
Good food and conversation will be offered to all 
in attendance. Most meetings after that will be 
hosted on Zoom. Links and directions will be 
provided to those who register. Participation is 
capped at 30 people. 

“When I offered tech support for the pilot 
program at IHM, I had no idea what I was in for. 
I'm not very religious. But Alpha was an 
unexpected surprise!” offers Gabe Lamberty. 
“The program is interesting and entertaining. And 
it’s nice to meet new folks from the community. 
Overall an unforgettable experience.” 

“I’m looking forward to the Alpha 
experience,” says Lou Zappo. “It sounds like a 
lot of fun, and who knows, I might learn 
something about myself.” 

Registration is required, please visit 
ihmparish.net/alpha or call 908-889-2100. If you 
have questions about Alpha, please email 
office@ihmparish.net.

(above) Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in 
Scotch Plains to host a free spirituality seminar. 

Registration is required, please visit 
ihmparish.net/alpha.

BUS DRIVERS, 
SUB CUSTODIANS, 

MAINTENANCE/HVAC. 
FT/PT and Seasonal. 

Competitive Salary and Benefits. 

PLEASE APPLY ONLINE: 
WWW.BHPSNJ.ORG  

OR CALL 
908-464-1601 EXT 1930.

NOW HIRING
Berkeley Heights 
Board of Education 
is currently hiring 
for the following  
positions:
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22 Mount Vernon Avenue 
Summit 

3 Bedrooms • 2.1 Baths 
$850,000

908-464.1511 
1790 Springfield Avenue 

New Providence, NJ 07974

$1.00 OFF ANY SALE OF $10
With this coupon. Expires 8/31/23. - SUM

7 days - Sunday -Thursday 11:30am-10pm 
and Friday and Saturday 11:30am -10:30pm 

zitasicecream.com
High Quality Ice Cream  

- Made on Site - 
CUSTOM MADE CAKES

ORDER 
ONLINE

a 
u

EAGLE SCOUT KATELYN CANNON NAMED NJ VFW SCOUT OF THE YEAR
loved. It may have been a summer camp, or on 
the riverbed fishing, or even hiking the 
Appalachian Trail or possibly camping in the 
Pinelands. Think about those adventures, what 
did you learn? You were taught to be independent 
and confident, you learned critical life skills, 
became leaders, and made lifelong memories and 
friends along the way. Just think, for over 110 
years, these opportunities to learn leadership, 
experience adventure, and master life-long skills 
were only open to young men. Now open your 
eyes. I am proud to stand before you as living 
proof that your daughters and granddaughters 
now too can have the same wonderful experience 
in Scouting and possibly become Eagle Scouts.” 

Cannon’s Scouting accomplishments include 
being a founding member of Scouts BSA Troop 
19, a former Senior Patrol Leader and current 
Junior Assistant Scoutmaster who has earned 83 
merit badges to date, has received the Ad Altare 
Dei and Pope Pius XII religious awards, as well 
as a citizenship medal from American Legion. 
Furthermore, she was selected to attend 2022 
New Jersey Girls State, a leadership and 
citizenship program sponsored by the American 
Legion Auxiliary. In addition, she was recently 
selected as the Sons of American Revolution 
Eagle Scout Essay contest winner for the State of 
New Jersey and was national runner-up.  

“Scouting and my Eagle project was such an 
incredible learning experience. Being involved in 
the program, because of the positive change, has 
defined my path forward in life.”, said Cannon.  

“It was and is a tremendous honor for our Post 
that Katie was selected as the Scout of the Year. 
We are very inspired by Katie and all that she has 
done for herself, the Scouting community, our 

state and great country. It was especially great 
that our Post was able to sponsor such a well-
qualified person to represent our district and 
state. We here at Post 6259 offer our thanks and 
congratulations on her terrific achievement.”, 
shared Berkeley Heights VFW Post 6259 
Commander Al Campora. 

Katelyn Cannon will be embarking on a new 
journey this fall, studying Public Relations & 
Strategic Communications at Purdue University.

(above) VFW Scout of year - Eagle Scout 
Katelyn Cannon (center) with NJ Department of 
VFW Commander Jay Boxwell (right) and VFW 

Scouting Chairman, Jim D'Arcy (left).

Photo by Scouts BSA Troop 19, St. Rose of Lima, Short Hills NJ

Submitted by Scouts BSA Troop 19 
The annual Department of New Jersey 

Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Convention 
was again held at the Wildwood Convention 
Center in Wildwood this June, where Eagle Scout 
Katelyn Cannon of Scouts BSA Troop 19, 
chartered at St. Rose of Lima Church, Short Hills, 
was honored as the New Jersey Veterans of 
Foreign Wars “Scout of the Year.” 

Cannon, a resident of Millburn and a recent 
Millburn High School graduate was selected by 
the VFW’s Scout of the Year as New Jersey’s 
single standout Scout who exemplifies 
leadership, patriotism, and love of country. State-
wide applicants for this distinguished award are 
both Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts who have 
earned either the Gold Award or achieved the 
rank of Eagle Scout respectively. 

“The challenge (for the selection committee) 
is that there are so many worthy applicants from 
all the districts, but I found this year’s choice to 
be easier than most. It’s because this person, this 
Scout, this Eagle Scout, was just head and 
shoulders above her peers.”, said VFW Scouting 
Chairman, Jim D'Arcy. 

“She was in the Inaugural Class of Female 
Eagle Scouts of 2021, now that is going through 
a glass ceiling.” added D’Arcy to a round of 
applause. 

Cannon was requested to address the statewide 
delegation at the convention where she requested 
the assembly of dominantly male veterans to 
close their eyes, as she walked them through a 
visualization as to what their childhood as Scouts 
may have entailed.  

“Allow me to take you back to your teenage 
years. Think about the outdoor place that you 
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DO YOU NEED A 
DUMPSTER?

908-234-2382 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable Service

Call to Reserve One Today
Professional Delivery & Pickup

NJ DEP# S27236

Affordable

We take (but not limited to)... 
General Construction 
Household Waste 
Concrete & Asphalt

Logs & Stumps 
Demolition Debris 

Bulky Waste

SHINING STARS TO MAKE HISTORIC DEBUT AT PAPER MILL PLAYHOUSE
celebrated their ten-year anniversary of 
inclusive theater performances with the 
assistance of typical buddies. It all began in a 
local home with a karaoke machine and people 
with disabilities who just wanted to perform to 
the best of their abilities with joy and 
acceptance. Shining Stars Network has 
performed in front of large audiences at the 
Union County Performing Arts Center, the Paper 
Mill Cabaret, and most recently the Gershwin 
theater on Broadway in New York City. They 
provide a safe and enthusiastic learning 
experience, culminating with a professionally 
staged performance. 

Tickets for the Paper Mill performance start at 
$25 and can be purchased at: 
my.papermill.org/shiningstars. More 
information about Shining Stars Network can be 
found at shiningstarsnetwork.org/. 

“We’re all about inclusion and opportunity 
while building self-esteem and creating 
friendships,” noted Shining Stars co-founder 
and Show Director Sally Curci. “There have 
been so many incredible performances over the 
years and we can’t wait to see our stars shine on 
the Paper Mill stage.” 

“Each opportunity offers our special cast 
members a chance to create lifetime memories,” 
added Mike Curci. “Our ensemble just made 
their Broadway debut at the "Arts for Autism" 
concert at the Gershwin Theatre, where they 
received a standing ovation, and now, the 
amazing opportunity to perform a full show on 
the legendary Paper Mill stage will be another 
dream come true.” 

SHINING STARS NETWORK is a non profit 
organization based in Cranford, N.J. founded by 
Sally and Mike Curci that shines the light on the 
special needs community by creating 
opportunities in the performing arts, with the 
goal of building self-confidence and self-esteem 
while enjoying the experience of performing on 
stage. Now entering its 6th year, Camp Shine 
(for ages 10-20 years) and The Shining Stars 
Summer Workshop (21 and over performers) are 
two-week intensive programs open to everyone, 
including those with developmental disabilities, 
and will take place Aug. 14-25. To register, or 
for for more information on Shining Stars 
Network or any of their programs, please visit 
ShiningStarsNetwork.org or send your email to 
ShiningStarsNetwork@gmail.com.

Courtesy photos

(above) Performers with Special Needs take the main stage on August 5th at the Paper Mill Playhouse. Tickets start at $25 and can be purchased at:  
my.papermill.org/shiningstars.The Shining Stars Network has performed in front of large audiences,  

and most recently the Gershwin theater on Broadway in New York City.

Shining Stars Network 
After making their successful Broadway 

debut recently at the Gershwin Theatre, Shining 
Stars Network, a regional theater group for 
young adults with disabilities and their typical 
peers, will be performing a groundbreaking 
show at the Paper Mill Playhouse, Millburn, NJ 
on August 5, 2023. The esteemed group will 
perform a selection of songs and dance from 
Broadway, movies and more! Shining Stars 
Network will be the first group of performers 
with special needs to be featured on the main 
stage in Paper Mill Playhouse history. The Tony 
award-winning Paper Mill Playhouse has been 
offering a theater experience since the late 
1700’s and is excited to bring this unprecedented 
performance to their stage as part of their 
Theatre for Everyone program. 

“We are beyond thrilled to partner with the 
iconic Paper Mill Playhouse to bring this show 
to life,” noted Shining Stars Network co-founder 
& CEO Mike Curci. “Our cast is so excited and 
we can’t wait for our stars to shine at such an 
amazing venue and to work with the talented 
Paper Mill team." 

The Shining Stars Network cast recently 
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COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
ALL PHASES OF ELECTRICAL WORK 
• FIXTURES • OUTLETS • PANEL CHANGE  
• SECURITY • HIGHHATS • CEILING FANS

Free 
Estimates

Senior Citizen  
Discount

24 Hour 
Emergency Service

201-600-3530Lic.# ....662200

SLATE - TILE - ASPHALT SHINGLES 
SLATE ROOF WASHING 

908-389-0200 
FULLY INSURED      Lic. #13VH06601300      FREE ESTIMATES

VOLUNTEER CLASS 102 IS READY TO LISTEN
during 24 hours of internship before they take 
calls on their own. Even once a volunteer is a 
certified listener, Caring Contact provides a 
range of support and training opportunities to 
allow them to keep honing their skills. 

The next volunteer crisis counselor training 
begins September 20th through December 13th. 
The training will run once a week on 
Wednesdays from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. and will be 
a combination of in-person training and via 
Zoom. Anyone interested in registering for the 
training should visit caringcontact.org/listener-
training/ or call the Caring Contact 
administrative offices for more information at 
908-301-1899. 

Caring Contact is a volunteer-staffed crisis 
hotline and listening community, providing 
active listening support and best-in-class 
training to the Central and Northern New Jersey 
community. More than 80 trained volunteers 
answered over 17,000 calls last year from 
people in crisis, having suicidal thoughts or 
simply needing someone to talk to. 

If you need someone to listen, call us at 
908-232-2880. If you, or someone you know, 
are in crisis call 988, the new access code to the 
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline. To learn 
more, visit caringcontact.org. You are Not 
Alone.

(above) Caring Contact Crisis Line Graduates Volunteer Class 102. Next training begins in 
September. Visit caringcontact.org/listener-training/ or call the Caring Contact administrative 

offices for more information at 908-301-1899.

Caring Contact Crisis Line 
Residents from Summit, Florham Park, 

Westfield, Linden, Clark, and North Plainfield 
completed training in June to become volunteers 
on the Caring Contact crisis hotline. During the 
52-hours of training the graduates developed the 
ability to listen actively, assess the needs of 
someone in crisis and provide empathy and 
support. The training included dynamic and 
interactive presentations by guest experts in 
active listening, grief recovery, mental health 
issues and suicide intervention. Volunteer 
Listener Training was taught by trainers who are 
long-time listeners and nationally certified 
instructors in Applied Suicide Intervention 
Skills Training. 

"This training and volunteer opportunity is 
ideal for people of varying backgrounds - 
retirees, empty-nesters, stay-at-home parents, 
and full-time professionals" said Mary Claire 
Givelber, Caring Contact's executive director. 
"Many of our listeners are looking for 
something meaningful to do after they retire, or 
their children leave home. Full-time 
professionals also participate finding the 
flexible volunteer hours work well with their 
work obligations.” 

Following the training, new volunteer crisis 
counselors are supported by seasoned listeners 

SEE GOOD IN PEOPLE
Submitted by Peter DeSarno 

Perhaps it is because I see today due to the 
generous life changing gifts of two donated 
corneas, I tend to become very reflective when I 
collect the donated glasses that are received in the 
Lions drop box. 

When I sort the glasses and package them to 
be sent into the Lions Processing Center, I am 
reminded of the good in people who are eager to 
help. I look at all the glasses that were once worn 
on the faces of members of our community which 
form a beautiful mosaic representing so many 
different shapes, sizes, colors, glasses for the old 
and young….and think that this is beautiful on 
many levels. I then think about the people who 
will experience that magical moment I had when 
sight is restored. 

The New Providence Lions Club Eyeglass 
collection site is in front of the New Providence 
Library which is located at 377 Elkwood Ave. 
Since January 2022 we have collected 2,165 pairs 
of glasses.

(above) The New Providence Lions Club 
Eyeglass collection site is in front of the New 
Providence Library which is located at 377 

Elkwood Ave. When collected, these glasses are 
sorted and sterilized and are then donated to a 

charity and/or medical organizations that 
provides free eye exams and eyeglasses to 
needy people in the countries they serve.

(above) Mosaic of some of the 2,165 pairs of 
glasses collected to date.
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Advertise  
in 1 or all  
24 towns

Online at RennaMedia.com  
and NJLocalinfo.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET 
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY! 
Tina Renna 908-418-5586 • tinarenna@rennamedia.com 
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • joerenna@rennamedia.com 

202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

Renna Media offers a full  
range of marketing services,  
in print and online, hyper- 
local to regional, for every  
budget and market size. 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
We mail 160,000 newspapers  

to every home and business in  
24 towns. You can advertise  

in any number of towns.  
Ads start at $60. 

FULL COLOR PRINTING 
We print flyers and menus,  

full color, two sided,  
on coated stock for only 

$45 per thousand. 

DIRECT MAIL 
Insert your flyer into the  

newspapers and get it mailed  
to every home and business for  
$60 per thousand and as low as  

$30 per thousand for higher 
quantities. 

ONLINE MARKETING 
Online ads and press releases  
designed and placed to drive  

traffic to your website and get  
your phone ringing. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
We can design and/or manage  
your social media campaign  

from passive to aggressive plans  
customized to work within  

your budget. 

WEBSITE AND 
SEO SERVICES 

Start with an audit/analysis  
of your website giving you a  
report and recommendations  

for $250. 
 

It is highly recommended to  
have a marketing plan and  

budget before spending.   

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A  
FREE CONSULTATION. 

908-447-1295

Marketing 
Toolbox
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Faith Lutheran Church 
For the fifteenth consecutive year, Faith 

Lutheran Church in New Providence is 
collecting new backpacks and school supplies to 
be shared with St. Stephan's Grace in Newark's 
Ironbound, our Mission Partner congregation, 
and with school children in Plainfield through 
the Second Street Youth Center. 

The backpack collection began as an idea 
brought up at a church council meeting but 
quickly grew into a full-fledged ministry 
spanning more than a decade. Multiple 
community organizations have received 
backpacks from Faith’s collection over the 
years. 

Backpacks don’t often last from year to year 
and supplies always need replenishing. The aim 
of Faith Lutheran’s collection is to make sure 
that local kids have items they need for a 
successful start to the 2023-2024 school year. 

The community is invited to support the 
backpack collection. There are several ways to 

help. 
You can purchase a new backpack of your 

choice and fill it with the following school 
supplies: one pack pens; one pack pencils; one 
notebook; one box of 24 crayons; one package 
of construction paper; one pair of safety 
scissors; one glue stick; one ruler; one small 
pencil sharpener; one toothbrush; one tube of 
toothpaste. 

You can drop off a new backpack, or any of 
the above individual supplies, and we will fill a 
backpack. 

Items can be dropped off at Faith Lutheran in 
the marked green bin found underneath the 
sheltered alcove by the main doors at the bottom 
of the parking lot. 

You can mail a financial gift made payable to 
Faith Lutheran Church with “backpacks” in the 
memo line of your check and we will shop for 
you. 

The deadline for individual supply donations 
is August 20th, to ensure enough time to 

(above) Our goal is to reach 250 backpacks. 
Items can be dropped off at Faith Lutheran, 524 

South Street, New Providence, 07974, in the 
marked green bin found underneath the 

sheltered alcove by the main doors at the 
bottom of the parking lot. You can mail a 

financial gift made payable to Faith Lutheran 
Church with “backpacks” in the memo line of 

your check and we will shop for you.

2023 BACKPACK COLLECTION IN PROGRESS

FLYERS 

$45 
PER 1,000

MENUS 

$85 
PER 1,000

• GET UNLIMITED CLICKS 
An alternative to expensive pay-per-click programs 

• FREE AD DESIGN AND COPYWRITING 
Advertising webpage includes many features 
including write-up, images, video, Google map, etc. 

• POSTS ARE SHARED THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA 
Posts shared on multiple Facebook pages and twitter. 

• PAID SEARCH ENGINE PROMOTIONS 
Posts are promoted by industry, key words and location. 

• TRACKABLE RESULTS 
All ads include a live view counter.

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

ONLINE ADS & PRESS RELEASES 
DRIVE LOCAL TRAFFIC TO YOUR WEBSITE $10 

PER POST 
Block of 20 for $200 

Single post is $20

Full Color Flyers and Menus Printed and Mailed  
to Every Home and Business in Town!
FLYERS - $45 PER THOUSAND 
8.5" x 11" / Full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock 
Tri-fold add $10 per thousand. Minimum order $450 

LARGE MENUS - PRINTING - $85 PER THOUSAND 
For quantities more than 50,000 cost is $55 per thousand. 
11"x17" / Full color /2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock. Min. order $850 
Includes folding (quarter fold or tri-fold, with or without coupons tab) 

INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS 
$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.) 
Minimum order $400

• SEE WHAT IS WORKING AND NOT WORKING 
Know where your web traffic is coming from and why. 

• ELIMINATE / AVOID COSTLY SCHEMES 
Evaluate the return you are getting from your online marketing costs. 

• INCREASE ONLINE MARKETING RESULTS 
Recommendations include ways to increase traffic to your website 
• NO OBLIGATION 
This service is recommended even if you have an existing  
web management contract. Use it to tune up your marketing plan.

Call for a consultation 
if you do not have a website 

or if need a new one. 
Call Walter at 201-478-7408 
email: wwwinnj@gmail.com

WEBSITE AUDIT/ANALYSIS  
AND RECOMMENDATION PLAN

ONE TIME 
FLAT FEE 

$250

WEBSITE / SEO SERVICES STARTER 
WEBSITE 

$500

Call Walter at 201-478-7408 
email: wwwinnj@gmail.com

• STARTER WEBSITE: $500 
Basic static site that can be developed further 

• WEBSITE CREATION/UPDATE: $2,400  
Cost for average website: 12 pages, contact form, SEO friendly, responsive design 

• WEBSITE HOSTING: $300 PER YEAR 
Includes website hosting, software updates, monthly website content updates 

• SEO SERVICES: AVERAGE COST $1,000 - $2,000 PER MONTH 
Custom tailored solutions: Google Ranking, Local SEO, Social Marketing 

Call for free a consultation if you need  
help developing an online marketing plan.

assemble the remaining backpacks. The 
deadline for completed, filled backpacks is 
Sunday, August 27th. 

In 2022, Faith collected and distributed 200 
backpacks. This year, the goal is to reach 250. 

To learn more about Faith Lutheran Church, 
visit famfaith.org. Faith Lutheran worships on 
Sundays at 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. with 
livestreaming available on our website, 
Facebook, and YouTube. We practice an open 
Communion table, and all are welcome. 

The church phone number is 908-464-5177 
and the address is 524 South Street, New 
Providence, 07974. The pastor of Faith is Rev. 
Jane McCready. 

locally owned since 1984 

www.vdsnj.com 
facebook.com/vdsnj 
email: ira@vdsnj.com 
908-964-4004 
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

HOME MOVIES 
TRANSFERRED 
to digital files & DVD
• Video Tape Transfers 
• DVD & Flash Drive Duplication 
• Audio Cassette to CD 
• Reel to Reel Audio to CD 
• LP to CD 
• High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning 
• Foreign Conversions

Video Production & Editing 

Training • Sales • Documentary
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