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MAILED FREE TO EVERY HOME  
AND BUSINESS IN SCOTCH PLAINS
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Mary DePaola 
Broker Associate 

Personal, 
Professional, Proven 

Coldwell Banker Realty 
209 Central Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090 

Cell: 908-963-8673 (Best #) 
Office: 908-233-5555 

Mary.depaola@cbrealty.com

Summer is Hot! 
So is the  

Real Estate Market. 
Sellers are getting the highest 

sale prices EVER. 
Call me because it IS time to  

Make your Move with Mary!™

SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION HONORED BY COUNCIL
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Scholarship Foundation was 

honored at the Scotch Plains Township Council meeting on 
Tuesday, June 13, 2023. 

Presenting the Foundation with a Resolution, the Township 
Council recognized the efforts of the Foundation to address 
the vital need for post-high school education and the 
increasing financial responsibility that it places on the 
students and their families. The Resolution highlighted many 
facets of the Foundation including awarding more than $4 
million in scholarships since its inception in 1966, the means 
in which it fundraises, as well as the Foundation's volunteers 
and its supporters. 

In attendance were many of the Foundation's Trustees, 
including Foundation President Michelle Wyrwa who 
thanked the Township Council and shared a personal story of 
how impactful being a part of the Foundation has been in her 
life.  

Wyrwa, who joined the Foundation in 2016 and first 
became aware of the organization when she served as PTA 
President at Evergreen Elementary School said, "About a 
decade ago I attended my first scholarship night at the high 
school and it became, and remains, one of my favorite nights 
of the year."  

After becoming the Foundation President in 2019, she 
fostered relationships with the donors and heard their stories 
about the members of the community they were honoring. 
Wyrwa said, "I understood what scholarship night was all 
about, connecting our community's past with its future. It is 
magic!" 

Wyrwa believes that the Foundation does more than 
provide financial assistance to the community's students, "I 
believe that the greatest gift we can give these students is the 
knowledge that their community believes in them and is 
cheering them on for their future success." 

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Scholarship Foundation 
awarded 131 scholarships on May 31st at the annual Senior 
Scholarship Night. The Foundation is always fundraising for 
the students of Scotch Plains and Fanwood and accepting new 
scholarship opportunities. You can donate to the Foundation 
by visiting spfscholarshipfoundation.org/donate-2/  or, if you 
are interested in establishing a scholarship of your own, 
please contact the Foundation at 
spfscholarshipfoundation@gmail.com. 
ABOUT THE FOUNDATION: 

Since 1966, The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Scholarship 
Foundation has been awarding scholarship assistance to 
graduating seniors and current college students residing in 
Scotch Plains and Fanwood. To date, the Foundation has 
awarded over $4 million to deserving local students. 
Scholarships are made possible by the Foundation’s efforts 
during its annual Dollars for Students campaign. In addition 
to the Dollars for Students awards, the Foundation 
administers over 50 separate honorary and memorial 
scholarships, funded via individuals or groups from the local 
community and beyond. Scholarship assistance is made 
possible by Scotch Plains and Fanwood businesses, 
organizations, community members, and other contributions. 
For more information visit spfscholarshipfoundation.org. 

(above) The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Scholarship Foundation was honored at the Scotch Plains Township Council.
Courtesy photo
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SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone 
you know accomplish something amazing? 
We are interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your 
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

 
ADVERTISING 

Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ Scotch Plains Monthly

UNICO ITALIAN FESTIVAL – SEPT. 1ST – 4TH
The four-day extravaganza would not be 

possible without the dedication and support of 
numerous volunteers and sponsors. From 
managing ticket sales to overseeing game booths 
and everything in between, the festival relies on 
the generosity and commitment of community 
members. Anyone interested in volunteering or 
sponsorships is encouraged to visit the festival's 
official website at sbuitalianfestival.com. 

This year's festival schedule: 
FRIDAY, SEPT. 1, 4:30PM-10:30PM.  
• 7pm: Wolf Creek - Performing country, 

southern, & classic rock. 
SATURDAY, SEPT. 2, 4:30PM-10:30PM. 
• 5pm: Italian Mass at St. Bartholomew Church. 
• 6pm: Mike Aromando and the Metropolitan 

Italian Strolling Band  
- Performing traditional Italian Music. 

• 7pm: The Jersey Jukebox  
- Performing hits from the 50's to 80's.  

SUNDAY, SEPT. 3, 4:30PM-10:30PM. 
• 7pm: The Broadcasters  

- Performing classic rock.  
MONDAY, SEPT 4, 3PM-8PM. 
• 5pm: Jimmy and the Parrots  

- Performing Jimmy Buffet's hits. 
• 8pm: Super 50/50 raffle drawing. 

Scotch Plains-Fanwood UNICO, St. 
Bartholomew's Church, and St. Bartholomew's 
Academy invite everyone to join in the 
celebration of the 49th Annual Italian Festival. 
Let us come together, embrace the rich heritage 
of Italy, raise funds for the community, and create 
memories that will last a lifetime.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Chapter of 
UNICO, in collaboration with St. Bartholomew's 
Church and St. Bartholomew's Academy, is 
thrilled to announce the highly anticipated return 
of the 49th Annual Italian Festival. This vibrant 
celebration of community, culture, and culinary 
delights is set to take place from September 1st 
to September 4th, 2023, at the St. Bartholomew 
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church located at 
2032 Westfield Ave in Scotch Plains. 

The festival has been a beloved tradition since 
1974, honoring San Nicola di Bari, the patron 
saint of the town of Montazzoli, Italy. Over the 
Labor Day weekend, residents from Scotch 
Plains, Fanwood, and surrounding communities 
come together to revel in the festivities, creating 
cherished memories that span generations. 

This year's festival promises to be an 
unforgettable event, uniting attendees in a 
celebration of Italian heritage. A wide-range of 
attractions await guests, including captivating 
live music, exhilarating amusement rides, family-
friendly game booths, and, of course, a 
tantalizing array of delectable Italian cuisine. 

Beyond the excitement and entertainment, the 
festival serves as a means to raise funds for 
various local scholarships and community events 
organized by SPF UNICO and St. 
Bartholomew's. One of the festival's most 
anticipated fundraisers is the renowned Super 
50/50 raffle, which amassed over $63,000 last 
year. The winners of this raffle will be announced 
during the festival's grand finale on Monday, 
September 4th, at 8:00 p.m. 
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LEGENDARY TEACHER, COACH AND COMMUNITY ICON WILLIAM LEE DIES
Submitted by Tom Kranz 

William Lee, who touched thousands of lives 
as a teacher, coach, volunteer and driving 
instructor, died on Saturday, July 22nd, 2023, at 
a rehab facility in Virginia. He was 88. 

Learning to drive through the Lee Driving 
School was a rite of passage for young men and 
women in the Fanwood-Scotch Plains 
community for 38 years. 

"I do have patience," he said in February. "I've 
had to slow them down, had them speed up or do 

one thing or the other, but it worked out well." 
Even before the driving school, Mr. Lee was a 

ubiquitous presence as a coach and physical 
education teacher, first at Terrill Middle School 
from 1968 to 1977, then at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School from 1977 until his 
retirement in 1993. 

Coaching brought him a unique opportunity in 
the early 1980s when he went to Africa to coach 
the national basketball team of the Republic of 
Burundi. 

"My brother-in-law had contacts in Burundi 
and learned they were looking for a coach for 
their national team," recalls Lee's wife, 
Josephine. "Bill went to Africa every summer, 
1981 to 86, to coach them. He took them to the 
Central African Games in Angola." 

During one trip, he met a promising player, 
Fiacré (pron: fee-AHK-ra), who came back to 
New Jersey and lived with them while he 
attended high school and college. 

Mr. Lee was a long-time elected member of the 
Fanwood Democratic Committee and served as 
the Mayor's Designee on the Fanwood Planning 
Board. His family were among the original 
residents of Kramer Manor, a development near 
McGinn Elementary School created in the 1920s 
to provide housing for black families who might 
otherwise have been denied. He later moved to 
Terrill Road in Fanwood where he lived for many 
years before moving to Plainfield after retiring 
from the driving school in 2022. He and Mrs. Lee 
moved to Lancaster, Virginia in June. 

Mr. Lee was honored in absentia at this year's 
Juneteenth celebration in Scotch Plains for his 
legacy as a teacher, community icon and resident 
of Kramer Manor. His son William Lee III was 
presented with a quilt commemorating his life 
made by local school children. 

In addition to his wife Josephine, Mr. Lee is 
survived by daughter Debbie; son William, his 
wife Patrice and their children Noah, Elijah and 
Nia; son Daryl, his wife Jennifer and their two 
daughters Ella and Olivia; son Fiacré and 
extended family members Ira and Jennifer. 
Additional surviving family members are Mr. 
Lee's brother Robert W. Lee and his wife Shirley, 
his sisters Brenda Lee and Constance Mills and 
a host of nieces, nephews and friends. Mr. Lee 
was predeceased by his sisters Rose Upshaw and 
Patricia Craig and his son Arnold. 

A memorial service will be held sometime in 
August in Fanwood.

(above) Bill and Josephine Lee 
in February 2023

(above)  Mr. Lee in 1981 with members of the 
Burundi national basketball team

Courtesy Photos
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(above) Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in 
Scotch Plains to host a free spirituality seminar. 

Registration is required, please visit 
ihmparish.net/alpha.

IS THERE MORE TO LIFE THAN THIS?
A free spirituality seminar is being offered by 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in Scotch 
Plains, NJ. Most meetings are on Zoom. In a 
world of isolation, anonymity, and keyboard-
warriors, Alpha offers content and guidance for 
churches, ministries, and individuals to create a 
space for honest and open conversations about 
life’s biggest questions. Everyone is welcome and 
no questions are off limits. 

Alpha is a place to connect with other people 
who are open to exploring life, faith, and 
meaning. Alpha fosters honest, open, and 
judgment-free conversations for anyone to 
explore the Christian faith. Each session includes 
a time to connect with others, watch a short video 
on an element of the Christian faith, and then a 
chance for each person to share thoughts and 
questions with the group. 

“I was invited to participate in the Alpha pilot. 
From the initial meeting, I knew this was 
something that I wanted to be a part of,” explains 
Nancy Schreck. “After completing the pilot, I 

joined the Alpha team to help plan for the future 
of Alpha at IHM. It’s a wonderful opportunity for 
people at any level of faith to meet new people 
and explore new ideas.” 

Sessions are free to attend and are scheduled 
on Monday nights at 7:30 p.m. The first meeting 
will be live and in-person on Monday, September 
18, 2023, beginning at 7 p.m. in the Nazareth 
Center of Immaculate Heart of Mary (IHM) 
Church: 1571 S. Martine Ave. Scotch Plains. 
Good food and conversation will be offered to all 
in attendance. Most meetings after that will be 
hosted on Zoom. Links and directions will be 
provided to those who register. Participation is 
capped at 30 people. 

“When I offered tech support for the pilot 
program at IHM, I had no idea what I was in for. 
I'm not very religious, but Alpha was an 
unexpected surprise!” offers Gabe Lamberty. 
“The program is interesting and entertaining. And 
it’s nice to meet new folks from the community. 
Overall an unforgettable experience.” 

“I’m looking forward to the Alpha 
experience,” says Lou Zappo. “It sounds like a 
lot of fun, and who knows, I might learn 
something about myself.” 

Registration is required, please visit 
ihmparish.net/alpha or call 908-889-2100. If you 
have questions about Alpha, please email 
office@ihmparish.net.

Can’t get a trial date? 
We can help. 

Mediate – Arbitrate 
(908) 645-1000 

www.lawlawfirm.comJeralyn Lawrence, Esq.
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“AFRICAN ACCENTS” CELEBRATES 
AFRICAN FABRIC MONTH IN SEPTEMBER

The Cultured Expressions Sewing & Quilting 
Studio in Rahway is marking African Fabric 
Month in September with a special event at the 
Barron Arts Center in Woodbridge on September 
7, 2023.  Studio owner Lisa Shepard Stewart will 
share her passion for the  unique textile arts of the 
Continent, and how to use them creatively.  Learn 
how and why the fabrics are made traditionally, 
and view some of the most recent projects she has 
made with them. Sewing skills are NOT required 
to enjoy this informal presentation of creative 
ideas and inspiration.  “Of course, if you ARE 
inspired to learn to sew after the presentation, we 
do offer beginner classes at the studio, and lots of 
virtual classes”, says Lisa. 

African Fabric Month promotes the beauty and 
cultural significance of textiles like bogolan 
(mudcloth), kente cloth, adinkra, batik, ankara 

prints and more.  Their suitability and versatility 
for DIY enthusiasts ranges from fashion and 
quilts to home décor, crafts and gifts.  
Embellishments like Krobo beads and brass 
accents from Ghana will also be shown and 
discussed as the perfect finishing touches for any 
project.   

(NOTE: The lecture is FREE but advance 
reservations are required; please call Barron Arts 
Center at 732-634-0413) 

Regular studio hours are Wed 4-8pm;  
Thurs 12-6pm; Fri 12-6pm and Sat 10-6pm.  
For information on workshops, upcoming 

Handbag MasterClass, the studio’s Sewcial 
Impact initiative and more,  

visit www.CulturedExpressions.com,  
visit in person at 1417 Main Street in Rahway,  
or call 866-MUDCLOTH. 

Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm (Sat by Appt.)

908-543-8900 
940 South Ave W. STE D 

Westfield, NJ 07090 

Getting your “To-Do List” Done!

Our Craftsmen are Licensed, Bonded,  
Insured and Background Checked.

Ace Handyman Services  
Union County NJ 

acehandymanservices.com
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CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 800-206-8529

$350-$450

$250-$350

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 8/31/23.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 8/31/23.

FOUNDATION REPAIRS BEFORE & AFTER

CHIMNEY LINERS

SLATE ROOF SPANISH STYLE ROOF NEW STEPS

CHIMNEY REPAIRS SHINGLE ROOF FLAT TOP ROOF

24/7 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE ANY ROOF REPAIR

ANY CHIMNEY JOB

$800OFF ANY NEW 
ROOF JOB

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 8/31/23.

15% SENIOR CITIZEN 
DISCOUNT

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 8/31/23.

GUTTER CLEANING
STARTING AT $65

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 8/31/23.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 8/31/23.

$300OFF ANY JOB
of $2,000 or more

OFF

100% 
Financing 

Available
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GERRY COONEY SPEAKS 
TO ROTARY CLUB

Gerry Cooney, former heavyweight 
professional boxer, was the speaker at the Rotary 
Club of Westfield May meeting. Mr. Cooney, a 
Fanwood resident, talked to the club about his 
professional boxing career, his triumphant battle 
with addiction, and his recently released 
autobiography "Gentleman Gerry, A Contender 
in the Ring, A Champion in Recovery”.

(above, l-r) ) Rotary Club of Westfield 
President Tony LaPorta and “Gentleman“ 

Gerry Cooney. Courtesy photo

MEL’S PERENNIALS 
` Gardens ` Flowerbeds 
` Landscape Installation 

`  
` Maintenance & cleanups 

` Patios and walkways 

` Lawn repair 

` 
MaryBeth Napurano 

Mdoremus8@gmail.com 
732-882-2412

MOBILE MEALS OF RECEIVES DONATION
Sheet Metal Workers’ Union No. 22 recently 

presented Mobile Meals of Westfield a $1,000 
ShopRite gift card donation. Representing the 
union was Business Representative, Financial 
Secretary/Treasurer Jason Rooney. Accepting the 
donation was Mobile Meals Operations Manager 
Josephine Walsh. 

Mobile Meals of Westfield is a non-profit 
organization which provides nutritious and 
affordable hot meals for those unable to provide 
meals for themselves. The organization serves the 
communities of Clark, Cranford, Fanwood, 
Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and 
Westfield. For more information about the 
organization, visit mobilemealsofwestfield.org or 
call 908- 233-6146. 

Sheet Metal Workers’ Union No. 22 serves 
Union, Morris, Somerset and Sussex Counties. 
The union members support veterans, the 
homeless and non-profit organizations as part of 
their community assistance programs. In 
addition, new union members, as part of their 

apprenticeship, provide 20 hours of community 
service annually over a five-year period for a total 
of 100 hours. For more information on the union, 
visit SMWIALU22.ORG.

(above) Union representative Jason Rooney 
and Mobile Meals Operations Manager 

Josephine Walsh.
Courtesy photo
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AN EMT BEATING THE ODDS
Submitted by Karoline Hocevar 

Joining the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad has 
been one of the best things I have ever chosen to 
do. Being in a work environment that relays 
fortitude, kindness, and communication is vital 
to growing as a professional and person. Being 
able to ask for help as a first responder and have 
an understanding ear in return is something that 
many EMTs and first responders can’t say they 
have. The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad has an 

environment that brings out the best in people. It 
cultivates good EMTs, and most of all, cultivates 
a family. 

When someone first decides to take the plunge 
and join the field of healthcare, whether they 
realize it or not, they are presented with odds. The 
odds of failing or succeeding, loving what they 
do or crossing their fingers with the hope that a 
call won’t come in. The most challenging of all 
is whether they will be one of the unlucky ones 
who experience a toxic work environment.  

According to the National Institute of Health, 
close to 50% of front-line healthcare workers in 
the United States say they have experienced a 
toxic work environment at some point. That’s the 
severity of the odds with which people are faced. 

As a 16 year old joining the field during a 
pandemic when the bridges of our noses still 
suffered from the dents left behind by the masks 
that protected our world, I felt so burdened by the 

(above) Karoline Hocevar, EMT and Scotch 
Plains Rescue Squad member

Courtesy photo

fear of not being able to overcome the statistics. 
Now, three years later, I can confidently say I did. 

I’d love to take all the credit, but as the saying 
goes, it takes a village. If it weren’t for the others 
who were in my class, the crew chiefs who taught 
me so much, the life members who were able to 
answer any question in the book, the auxiliary 
members who made me feel loved, and chief Dan 
Sullivan who always pushed me to continue to 
grow, I wouldn’t have beaten the odds.  

I wish I could go back in time and calm my 
anxious self as I waited in the parking lot before 
walking in for my membership interview. I would 
tell her that inside the walls of the Scotch Plains 
Rescue Squad, there are no odds to beat. There 
aren't 50% of us who find working in healthcare 
miserable and/or who fear coworkers and 
superiors. There’s no fraction of us who wish we 
could be anywhere else other than right here, 
helping our community.

20% OFF Rug 
Cleaning Sale! 
Hurry! Offer Expires 8/31/22. Incoming orders only.

• Expert Hand Washing Process 
• Repair & Restoration Services 
• Fully Insured Service 
• Pick-Up of Your Rugs

Sale & Service of Oriental Rugs & Carpets

Ask us about  
the proper way  
to store a rug!

210 Court Place, Plainfield, NJ 07060

For convenience please 
call or text 908-812-5031 
www.HamrahRug.com

ORANGE MATTRESS 
——- C U S T O M  B E D D I N G  ——-

A Family Business Since 1902.

• Matresses 
• Box Springs 
• Round Beds 
• Adjustable Beds 

• Mattress Toppers 
• Pillows 
• Hybrid Mattresses 
• Custome Sheets

800-761-1100 
mycustombedding.com

CUSTOM MATTRESSES MADE TO ORDER! 
Any Size • Natural • Double Sided • Affordable Mattresses

Call Today  
or Visit Our  
Showroom 
in Clark, NJ. 
1049 Raritan Road
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Property Maintenance & Handyman Services

732-331-9572 
www.MyHandymanAndPainter.com

• General Handyman Services  
• Sheet Rock - Install & Repair 
• Painting • Electric • Plumbing 
• Cooling & Heating - Install & Repair 
• Bathroom & Kitchen Remodelling 
• Windows & Siding 
• Quality Gutter Guards (From $14/ft installed)

My Handyman & painter LLC

a u q r 
Licensed & Insured 

License #13VH11554200

View our Google Reviews.

UNITED 
PAVING & MASONRY LLC

UNITED 
PAVING & MASONRY LLC

732-524-9296 
PavingByUnited.com 
Free Estimates • Financing Available  

Quality Work at Affordable Prices!
o Asphalt Driveways 
o Belgian Block 
o Brick Pavers 
o Retaining Walls 
o Outdoor Living 
o Walkways 

o Concrete 
o Steps 
o Patios & More

Accepting Cash, Checks and Credit Cards.

FREE ESTIMATES!

No Job Too Small

Duke says  

“We are 

honest and  

reliable.”

Pet friendly - We support animal rescues

FOR ALL ORDERS PLACED IN AUGUST, UNITED MASONRY WILL PAY THE SALES TAX.
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908-760-0583

Summer is here! Don’t wait until it’s too hot. 
CALL TODAY FOR ALL YOUR HEATING, AIR CONDITIONING,  
AND FUEL NEEDS 

Now is the time to get your air conditioning ready for spring. If your air conditioning system  
is over 15 years old, you may want to consider a more efficient replacement. 
Avoid last minute emergencies during the hot uncomfortable weather. Let the experts  
at Woolley evaluate your cooling and heating needs and provide you with a FREE  
no obligation estimate. We are a full-service installation, maintenance, and repair company.  
In need of a tune-up? We provide that too, along with Woolley Extra Care Service Plans.

N. Woolley Master HVACR contractor Lic. # 1261
We will continue to offer the same great  
service delivered to REEL-STRONG customers.  
The addition of REEL-STRONG represents an  
exciting opportunity for WOOLLEY to do more  
for our customers. You will still find the same  
reliable technicians and office staff from  
REEL-STRONG now at WOOLLEY HOME.

Woolley Home Solutions is a family-owned and 
operated company providing over 99 years of 
honest, high-quality service. 
Our mission is simple - to be your trusted,  
total home comfort solutions provider.

WOOLLEY’S PROUD PARTNERSwoolleyfuel.com

NEW RHEEM HEATING OR 
AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

Expires: 8/31/2023. May Not Be Combined With Other Offers.
$300 OFF

(above, l-r) The 2023 Scholarship Recipients: Chloe Howell, Katelyn Gaulin, Alexis Gutierrez, 
Bridget Hernandez, Riley Bhatia, Minahal Azhar, Riley Dwyer, Natasha Vega, Jessica Gallagher 

and Orencia Casimiro. Not pictured: Tracy Bagdonas Courtesy photo

COLLEGE CLUB 2023 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS ANNOUNCED
This past May, the College Club of Fanwood 

–Scotch Plains awarded a total of $25,500.00 in 
scholarships to 11 students, 5 of whom are high 
school seniors who graduated this June and 5 of 
whom are currently attending college. These 
awards included a special education award 
donated in honor of a current College Club 
Member, Elaine Carmen, The Academic Award 
of Excellence, and a memorial award in honor of 
a  College Club Past President, Marie Walford as 
well as the Marie Leppert Community Service 
Award in honor of the Club’s Past President and 
dedicated community leader. 

The 2023 College recipients are: Tracy Ann 
Bagdonas, daughter of John and Jean Bagdonas, 
a rising  junior  at Fordham University; Riley 
Dwyer, daughter of Michael and Diane Dwyer, 
recipient of the Elaine Carmen Education Award 
who will be a sophomore at TCNJ in the fall;  
Katelyn Gaulin, daughter of Eric and Karyn 
Gaulin, a rising sophomore at TCNJ in the fall; 
Alexis Gutierrez daughter of German Gutierrez 
and Marguerite Sahaj, who will be a junior at 
Stony Brook University; and Chloe Howell, 
daughter of Philip and Holly Howell, recipient of 
the Marie Walford Memorial Award, wo will be 
a rising sophomore at The University of San 
Diego in the fall. 

The 2023 High School recipients are: Minahal 
Azhar, daughter of Azhar Abbas and Tahira 
Parveen, who will be attending Rutgers 
University in the fall; Orencia Casimiro, recipient 

of the Marie Leppert Community Service Award, 
daughter of  Ciro and Jaquelin Casimiro, who 
will be attending the University of Pennsylvania 
in the fall;  Jessica Gallagher, daughter of  Cheryl 
and Brendon Gallagher, who will be attending 
TCNJ in the fall; Bridget Hernandez, daughter of  
Hans and Jennie Hernandez, who will be 
attending the University of Arizona in the fall; 
and Natasha Vega daughter of  Jose Vega and 
Jacqueline Soto, who will be attending Case 
Western Reserve University in the fall. 

The Academic Award of Excellence was 

presented to Riley Bhatia, SPFHS Class 
Valedictorian, daughter of Julian and Kelly 
Bhatia, who will be attending Kenyon College on 
the fall. 

The College Club hosts monthly informative 
programs presented by guest speakers on the 
third Monday of every month September—April; 
free and open to the public. Anyone interested in 
more information about the College Club of 
Fanwood-Scotch Plains or would like to become 
a member please visit the club’s website at 
fspcollegeclub.org.

Courtesy photos
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MOVERS, SHAKERS, CHANGE MAKERS EVENT SUCCESS
SMAC’s student leaders from its network of 
eleven high schools and colleges in New Jersey 
and New York. 

With “movement” at its core, current students 
from across the SMAC network were swept up 
by the fun, physical activities that kept them 
moving throughout the evening of May 13. The 
fundraiser’s activities featured a DJ dance party, 
facilitated fitness experiences, friendly games 
and competitions, and chance for student leaders 
to meet and mingle. Professional facilitators from 
Union County businesses included Joint Motion 
Physical Therapy, Little Flower Yoga, Brassy 
Buddha Yoga, the Family Martial Arts Center, 
and Martial Arts America. Members of SMAC’s 
Board of Directors and representatives from the 
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation were also in 
attendance to support the cause and its student 
organizers. 

The organization chosen to be this year’s 
beneficiary was the Emmanuel Cancer 
Foundation (ECF), a New Jersey based non-
profit dedicated to supporting families 
experiencing a pediatric cancer diagnosis. The 
organization, celebrating its 40th anniversary in 
2023, has a long legacy of welcoming SMAC 
students as volunteers. The funds raised have 
been directed to ECF’s Emergency Financial 
Assistance Program, an initiative aimed to 
support families confronting extraordinary 
hardships, including eviction and utility shut offs. 

SMAC, the Emmanuel Cancer Foundation, 
and “Movers, Shakers, Change Makers” garnered 
the attention of local businesses who showed an 
outpouring of support. “The generosity we saw 
from private business owners was humbling,” 
said SMAC’s Executive Coordinator Danielle 
Delavaux. “Our student organizers set a lofty 
goal for their fundraiser, one that could only be 
achieved with the help of the community. 
Businesses in and around the Scotch Plains area 
rose to the challenge by contributing much-
needed funds and in-kind donations that made the 
evening – and larger effort – a great success.” 

For more information about the event and 
ways to get involved in SMAC, please visit 
supportsmac.org/events, or contact SMAC 
Executive Coordinator Danielle Delavaux at 
danielle@supportsmac.org. 

Student Movement Against Cancer (SMAC), 
Inc. is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization 
dedicated to empowering the next generation of 
cancer fighters. Created in 2001, SMAC began 
when a small group of friends at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School banded together to help 
their friend, Rob Mattar, as he battled cancer. 
Since then, SMAC has become a network of 
student-led chapters around New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania who raise funds for cancer causes, 
launch awareness campaigns, and support their 
communities. SMAC has raised over two million 
dollars for cancer causes since its founding.

SMAC, Inc. 
The Student Movement Against Cancer 

(SMAC), Inc., founded in 2001 by Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School students, raised over 
$4,000 for the Emmanuel Cancer Foundation at 
its first-ever signature event, entitled “Movers, 
Shakers, Change Makers.” Held on May 13th, the  
event was conceptualized and executed by 

(above) SMAC co-founder David Baumwoll 
poses with other founding members Tracy 

Salmon Svetcov and Barie Salmon Miller and 
UC SMAC Advisor Mike Conte at Movers, 

Shakers, Change Makers.
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528 N. Michigan Ave. Kenilworth, NJ • 908-688-8333 
Hours: Monday - Saturday: 7:30 am - 5:00 pm • Sunday: Closed 

We accommodate the trade as well as the do-it-yourselfers! We are always ready to assist.
SOIL 

Black Topsoil ............................$36 
Jersey Brown.............................$40 

MULCH 
Black Dyed................................$33 
Brown Dyed..............................$33 
Red Dyed...................................$35 
Hardwood .................................$24 
Playground................................$35 

QUARRY BASE MATERIALS 
Mason Sand ..............................$60 
3⁄4 Clean Stone...........................$58 
Stone Dust.................................$39 
QP ...............................................$48 

DECORATIVE STONE 
3⁄8 Riverbed / Pea Gravel.........$73 

1 Riverbed .................................$88 
11/2-3 Riverbed ..........................$98 
3⁄8 Red Stone ..............................$80 
3⁄4 Red Stone ..............................$80 
3⁄4 Goose Egg ...........................$105 
11/2-3 Goose Egg......................$125 
3⁄4 Arctic White........................$135 

Prices subject to change without notice.

HARDSCAPE 
• Cement 
• Cinder Block 
• Belgium Block  
• Curbing 
• Bluestone Treads 
• Diamond Blades 
• Limestone Treads 

TOOLS 
• Mason Tools  
• Landscape Tools 

DRAINAGE 
• Catch Basins 
• 3” & 4” Pipe 

LAWN & GARDEN 
• Grass Seed 
• Fertilizers 
• Peat Moss 
• Hay 
• Polymeric Sand 
• Paver Sealer 
• Paver Cleaner

ORDER ONLINE 
www.JerseyLandGarden.com

Prices 
per yard

FREE 
Same Day 
Delivery 
5-Yards or more. 

Union County 
only.

Largest Display 
of Cambridge Pavers 

in Union County

Largest Display 
of Cambridge Pavers 

in Union County

Waterfalls • Fireplaces  
• Fire Pits • Walls • Walkways  

• Patios • Curbs

Waterfalls • Fireplaces  
• Fire Pits • Walls • Walkways  

• Patios • Curbs
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908-322-7800 
567 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains NJ 

www.njdentalcare.com/dentures

If your dentures … 
   • Are loose 
   • Over 5 years old 
   • Have been repaired many times 
Or . . . 
   • You would like to improve your smile 
Then call . . . 
   For an appointment today!  

The doctors at Dentalcare Associates  
will provide all your denture needs.

It’s time for 
new dentures!

ASK ABOUT IMPLANT 
SUPPORTED DENTURES.

• Most Insurances Accepted 
• Interest Free Financing r q

u a

15% SENIOR COURTESY  
Reg. $2995-$3200 per arch   

Additional fees may occur for individual cases 
Present this ad. Not valid with other offers  

or PPO insurance. Exp. 8/31/23 RN

OUTSTANDING HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETES HONORED
Borough of Fanwood 

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School’s 
amazing high school athletes took center stage at 
the July regular meeting of the Fanwood Mayor 
and Council held on Monday, July 17th, 2023. 

Record setting track and field achievements by 
Boys’ and Girls’ Track-and-Field athletes were 
recognized by the Council which presented 
proclamations congratulating them on the 
following: 

Jenai Berry for State Sectional Championship 
in the 800-meter race and for setting a new SPF 
High School record in the 800 

Jenai Berry, Delaney Farley, Keira Kelly and 
Mia Trombetta for being named All Americans 

or their performance in the 800-meter Sprint 
Medley Relay 

Nate Rayan for one amazing achievement after 
another in the 110 high hurdles winning 
numerous meets, setting meet records and 
winning a spot in the upcoming U20 Pan 
American Games in Puerto Rico 

Nate Rayan, Ameen Zubair, Justice Larkin and 
Ian Hopkins for their performance in the Shuttle 
Hurdle Relay winning Union County and 
National Championships 

Kieran McElroy Barker and members of the 
Boys’ Varsity Volleyball team for a 31-1 season 
which brought them Group Three victories and 
accolades for outstanding teamwork

(above, l-r)  Boys’ Track: Councilwomen Patricia Walsh and Gina Berry, Nate Rayan, 
Ameen Zubair, Coach Rich McGriff, Justice Larkin, Ian Hopkins and Mayor Colleen Mahr.

(above, l-r)  Girls Track: Councilwomen Patricia Walsh and Gina Berry, Jenai Berry, 
Delaney Farley, Mia Trombetta, Kiera Kelly, Coach Jeff Koegel and Mayor Colleen Mahr

Photos by Tom Kranz
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1043 Raritan Rd., Clark, NJ 07066 
www.nespinecenter.com 

Call 732-827-0800 
for your RISK-FREE Consultation!

Northeast 
Spine& 

Wellness 
Center

1927 Bartle Ave, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 
(908) 322-5007 • www.scotlib.org 

Mon, Wed, Thur: 9:30 AM - 9 PM;  
Tue, Fri, Sat: 9:30 AM - 5 PM;  

Sunday: Closed

LIBRARY PROGRAMS 
FOR ADULTS

This year’s Summer Reading theme is All 
Together Now. Visit our website for details. 

Monday Movies 
Mondays at Noon  

We’ll show Monday Movies in our downstairs 
meeting room. 

Balance Awareness with Yasmin Ofek 
Friday, August 4 at 10am 

a gentle but effective approach to moving 
confidently throughout the lifespan. 

Registration is required for this virtual class. 
Hypertension Clinic 

Friday, August 4, 10am to Noon 
in the Adult Room with a public health nurse 

from Union County. Walk-ins welcome. 
Bring Your Own Book 

Monday, August 7, 10am 
an informal discussion of what participants 

have recently read and enjoyed. 
Registration is required. 

Guided Meditation, 
Thursday, August 10, 7pm 

with Barbara Brown in the downstairs meeting 
room. Please register in advance. 

Let’s Monet paint event 
Monday, August 21, 6:30pm 

Registration is required. 
Senior Book Chat 

Wednesday, August 23, 2pm 
an informal book discussion at Jerseyland Park. 

Please register in advance. 
Balance Awareness with Yasmin Ofek 

Friday, August 25 at 10am 
a gentle but effective approach to moving 

confidently throughout the lifespan. 
Registration is required for this virtual class. 

An Evening with Beatles Expert Tom Frangione 
Monday, August 28, 7pm 

Registration is recommended. 
Drop In Crafting 

Tuesday, August 29, 1-2:30pm 
Bring your current work-in-progress to the 
Library to work alongside other crafters. 

Drop In Crafting 
Thursday, August 31, 7-8:30pm 

an evening session for you to bring your current 
project to the Library to work alongside other 

crafters.

(908) 276-5367 
(201) 666-0003 

358 North Avenue East 
Cranford, NJ 

www.reynolds-plumbing.net

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Lou DiFabio 
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio 
Lic. #11749

REYNOLDS PLUMBING
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FANWOOD-SCOTCH PLAINS ROTARY INDUCTS NEW OFFICERS
district, holiday toy collections, luminary sales, 
the restoration of the historic Frazee House, 
supporting at-risk girls in Uganda, and 
contributing to dialysis machines in India. The 
Rotary club also supports local youth through the 
annual distribution of over $50,000 in 
scholarships.  This year they celebrated their 85th 
Anniversary and received resolutions from the 
Borough of Fanwood and the Township of Scotch 

Plains, for their service to the community. 
The Rotary International Presidential theme 

for 2023-34 is “Create Hope in the World”. The 
F-SP Rotary Club invites people to join them in 
making a difference in the community and in the 
world.  For more information, visit the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Rotary Facebook page or the 
website at fsprotary.org.  Or contact President Al 
Smith at president@fsprotary.org.

Courtesy photos

(above, l-r) Front row: District Governor Designate Jeannie Tsukomoto, PDG Ann Walko, 
President Al Smith, President-Elect Susan Pastir and Secretary Curt Brand.

Submitted by Maria LaMorte-Wright 
On Wednesday, June 7, 2023, Al Smith was 

inducted for his second term as President of the 
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club (F-SP 
Rotary) for the 2023-2024 Rotary year. The other 
new officers include Susan Pastir ( President-
Elect), Curt Brand (Secretary) and Don 
Rosenberg (Treasurer).   Officers and board 
members were sworn in by Past District 
Governor Ann Walko.  Walko received a Paul 
Harris award for her dedicated service to the 
Rotary club, the local community and the Rotary 
district.   She was also recently honored with the 
Good Scout Award from the Patriots Path 
Council Boy Scouts of America.  District 
Governor Designate Jeannie Tsukomoto 
presented President Al Smith with a Paul Harris 
award for his contributions to the Rotary 
Foundation and Maria LaMorte-Wright was 
honored to receive the Fred Chemidlin Service 
Above Self Award. 

Al Smith spoke about the Rotary club’s 
accomplishments over the past year and plans for 
the new Rotary year.  He will continue to focus 
on  revitalizing the club, increasing diversity and 
spreading awareness about Rotary to the local 
community. Smith noted he is very excited to 
continue to lead the Rotary Club for another year, 
and has already introduced some changes to 
revitalize the club, including offering a new 
meeting structure. The first three meetings of the 
month will be held at 12:15 p.m. The first 
meeting is virtual and the following two are in- 
person at the Stage House in Scotch Plains. The 
fourth meeting of the month is held at 6:30 p.m. 
at Darby Road.  Members are not required to 
attend meetings but are asked to volunteer and 
provide service to the community, per the Rotary 
motto “Service Above Self”.   

The F-SP Rotary Club contributes to the 
community by bringing service projects to life. 
They are currently focused on mental health, food 
insecurity, health and wellness. Annually, many 
volunteer hours are served by Rotary members, 
including support for food banks, distributing 
dictionaries to all third graders in the F-SP school (above) F-SP Rotary Foundation Scholarship recipients attended a dinner in their honor.

a u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile 
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall  

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical 
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Electrical Lic. # 14616  
& Plumbing w #8660

SUBURBAN PAVING COMPANY
Specializing in Asphalt Driveways, Parking Lots,  
Belgium Block Curbing, Sidewalks, Seal Coating 

908-925-0444 
908-928-0031

Serving All 
Union County
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BUS DRIVERS, 
SUB CUSTODIANS, 

MAINTENANCE/HVAC. 
FT/PT and Seasonal. 

Competitive Salary and Benefits. 

PLEASE APPLY ONLINE: 
WWW.BHPSNJ.ORG  

OR CALL 
908-464-1601 EXT 1930.

NOW HIRING
Berkeley Heights 
Board of Education 
is currently hiring 
for the following  
positions:

DO YOU NEED A 
DUMPSTER?

908-234-2382 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable Service

Call to Reserve One Today
Professional Delivery & Pickup

NJ DEP# S27236

Affordable

We take (but not limited to)... 
General Construction 
Household Waste 
Concrete & Asphalt

Logs & Stumps 
Demolition Debris 

Bulky Waste

OSBORN CANNONBALL 
HOUSE MUSEUM 

OPEN AUGUST 6TH
Our ladies have donned their antique 

Edwardian cool summer attire to welcome 
visitors. Come visit our Colonial-era museum 
where you’ll hear the story of the Osborn Family, 
who were instrumental to the early development 
of Scotch Plains. The Osborn Cannonball House 
will be open for visitors on Sunday, August 6th, 
from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. The Museum is located at 
1840 Front Street, Scotch Plains, NJ  07076. 
Admission to the museum is free but donations 
are always welcome. For more information email 
Info@HistoricalSocietySPFNJ.org or call 
908-322-6700 Extension 230.

ARC OF UNION COUNTY RAISES $41,000
The Arc of Union County, a non-profit agency 

serving more than one-thousand adults with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities, raised 
over $41,000 at its first annual Swing Into 
Summer Golf Invitational on June 21st at 
Galloping Hill Golf Course in Kenilworth. 

Golfers from local and regional businesses, 
private individuals and other supporters enjoyed 
a full day of golf, breakfast, lunch and numerous 
prizes. Among them was a raffle for an all-
expense paid luxury three-day, two-night stay at 
the exclusive Kiawah Island Golf Resort in South 
Carolina won by Ryan Frangopoulos of Macro 
Technology. 

The event also served as a passing of the torch 
from The Arc of Union County’s long-time 
Executive Director Frank Caragher, who retired 
at the end of June after 49 years of service to the 
IDD community, to his successor, Edwin Asuta, 
who took over in January. 

For 74 years, The Arc of Union County has 
offered a lifespan of services including family 
support, early intervention, education, residential, 
day habilitation and employment services. All 

proceeds will directly support these programs. 
The Arc is grateful to Galloping Hill Golf 

Course and GAPGEM LLC Golf Event 
Management for their essential roles in making 
this event a success. We also thank our 23 
sponsors without whose support this event 
wouldn’t have been possible. They are: 

Risk Strategies, Meeker Sharkey Hurley, Excel 
Air, Frieri Law Group, Macro Technology, NJM 
Insurance, The Branna Agency, Columbia Bank 
Foundation, Document Solutions, Springbrook 
Wealth Advisors powered by Ameriprise 
Financial, Withum, Coordinated Compliance 
Solutions, Caffrey Landscaping, Carracino’s 
Auto & Truck Service, Fuscon, J & E Auto Body, 
Improcom, MargFinancial, The Robbins Agency, 
The Dudas Family, Kenilworth Carwash, TK 
Books, and PSE&G. 

Learn more about The Arc of Union County, 
its programs and services, at arcunion.org or 
follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn. 
And for an early start on next year's golf event, 
contact Marianne Kranz at 
mkranz@arcunion.org.
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Advertise  
in 1 or all  
24 towns

Online at RennaMedia.com  
and NJLocalinfo.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET 
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY! 
Tina Renna 908-418-5586 • tinarenna@rennamedia.com 
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • joerenna@rennamedia.com 

202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

Renna Media offers a full  
range of marketing services,  
in print and online, hyper- 
local to regional, for every  
budget and market size. 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
We mail 160,000 newspapers  

to every home and business in  
24 towns. You can advertise  

in any number of towns.  
Ads start at $60. 

FULL COLOR PRINTING 
We print flyers and menus,  

full color, two sided,  
on coated stock for only 

$45 per thousand. 

DIRECT MAIL 
Insert your flyer into the  

newspapers and get it mailed  
to every home and business for  
$60 per thousand and as low as  

$30 per thousand for higher 
quantities. 

ONLINE MARKETING 
Online ads and press releases  
designed and placed to drive  

traffic to your website and get  
your phone ringing. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
We can design and/or manage  
your social media campaign  

from passive to aggressive plans  
customized to work within  

your budget. 

WEBSITE AND 
SEO SERVICES 

Start with an audit/analysis  
of your website giving you a  
report and recommendations  

for $250. 
 

It is highly recommended to  
have a marketing plan and  

budget before spending.   

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A  
FREE CONSULTATION. 

908-447-1295

Marketing 
Toolbox
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• Houses 
• Decks 
• Roofs 
• Patios 
• Driveways 
• Fences 
• Siding 
• Gutters 
• And More

Call, text or email today 
for a free estimate and ask about 

our SPRING CLEANING special! 

(732) 596-7525 
BlueStreakPWNJ@gmail.com

908-251-9441 
Mrhandyman.com

On Time. Done right. 
Guaranteed.

10% OFF LABOR
On labor only, materials not included. Cannot  
be combined with other offers. Exp. 8/31/23.

2,500+ Positive Online Reviews 
Fully Insured 

License number: 13VH09897400

• Windows 
• Doors 
• Flooring 
• Drywall 
• Masonry 
• Aging In Place  

Certified 
• Interior and  

Exterior Carpentry 
• Friendly/Helpful  

Office Staff

REPAIR AND REMODEL SERVICES

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
ALL PHASES OF ELECTRICAL WORK 
• FIXTURES • OUTLETS • PANEL CHANGE  
• SECURITY • HIGHHATS • CEILING FANS

Free 
Estimates

Senior Citizen  
Discount

24 Hour 
Emergency Service

201-600-3530Lic.# ....662200

WOOD FLOORS 
Sand • Stain • Refinish • Repairs • Installation 

CARPET & RUGS 
Clean • Stretch • Sanitize • Repairs • Bind 
RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET 

A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC. 
116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ 

908-913-4650 
Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard 

10% Discount On labor only. Materials not included. Cannot 
be combined with other offers. Exp. 8/31/23.

908-322-0253 • www.DesignByColorscapes.com

Colorscapes 
  Tree & Landscape 
    Service

HAND PRUNING AND RESTORATION 
OF OVERGROWN TREES AND SHRUBS 
Specializing in preservation of old trees. 
Experts at proper pruning techniques. 

Landscape designs “Second to None!”

Take a tour of local examples of beautiful designs. Call Gene Gregory 
See our work first at Colorscapes Inc on Facebook or our Website.

• Large Tree Planting 
• Drainage & Rain Gardens 
• Unique Landscape design 
• Repair & Maintenance of damaged  

and stressed Trees and shrubs. 

Go Green with Colorscapes

SLATE - TILE - ASPHALT SHINGLES 
SLATE ROOF WASHING 

908-389-0200 
FULLY INSURED      Lic. #13VH06601300      FREE ESTIMATES

SEE THE GOOD IN PEOPLE
Submitted by Peter DeSarno 

Perhaps it is because I see today due to the 
generous life changing gifts of two donated 
corneas, I tend to become very reflective when I 
collect the donated glasses that are received in the 
Lions drop box. 

When I sort the glasses and package them to 
be sent into the Lions Processing Center, I am 
reminded of the good in people who are eager to 
help. I look at all the glasses that were once worn 
on the faces of members of our community which 
form a beautiful mosaic representing so many 
different shapes, sizes, colors, glasses for the old 
and young….and think that this is beautiful on 
many levels. I then think about the people who 
will experience that magical moment I had when 
sight is restored. 

The New Providence Lions Club Eyeglass 
collection site is in front of the New Providence 
Library which is located at 377 Elkwood Ave. 
Since January 2022 we have collected 2,165 pairs 
of glasses.
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Keeping your car?  
Did you know you can purchase an 
extended warranty for your vehicle? 
 - coverage up to 120,000 miles - even if 
you did not buy it from Marano & Sons. 

 

Visit our website to value your car 

MaranoSonsAuto.com Buying & Selling Used Cars & Trucks Since 1955

Credit problems? Call us to get you approved!
Like us on 
Facebook!!!

507-13 South Avenue 908-789-1551 
150 South Avenue 908-789-0555 

Fax 908-789-1792

LOOKING FOR A CAR, TRUCK OR SUV? 
Visit our lots or shop at home. Search over 135 vehicles  
by Make / Model/ Year/ Color / Body type / Engine specs / etc.

Marano & Sons Auto Sales:  
Not only do we sell late model pre-owned vehicles, 

but we will buy your car! 
Any car no matter how old. We will buyout your lease,  

payoff your loan, pick it up at your house.

Two locations 

In Garwood, NJ


