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MAILED FREE TO EVERY HOME  
AND BUSINESS IN LINDEN

HOT TIME SUMMER IN THE CITY
The City of Linden Summer Entertainment Series 

continues thru September 12th. All concerts are free 
and start at 7:30 p.m. and end at 9 p.m. They are held 
at the Raymond Wood Bauer Promenade, 400 North 
Wood Ave., Linden, NJ. Seating is first-come, first-
served. Additional seating available for lawn chairs as 
space permits. In event of inclement weather, for up-
to-date concert/rain information, call 908-474-8604 
after 4:00 p.m. 

Remaining Schedule 
• 8/11 – Gentlemen of Soul, Soul/Rhythm & Blues 
• 8/15 -  Jo Bonnano And The Spirit of Asbury Park 
• 8/23 – Karoke Night With Vicky Diamond  

* 6 – 9 p.m. 
• 8/25 – Adam Chrola, Polish Pop 
• 8/29 – Frontiers, Journey Tribute 
• 8/31 – Comedy Under The Stars,  

Produced by Bob & Reggie Summer  
* 6:30 – 9 p.m. 

• 9/08 – 100 Proof Band, Country Rock 
• 9/12 - Mushmouth, Rock & Roll

(above) Jo Bonnano And The Spirit of Asbury Park 
 to perform August 15

(above) The Van Martin Big 
Band entertained the crowd 
on July 18th with Swing and 

Big Band music.
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Renna Media LLC, Publishers 
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016 

Life In Linden is published by Renna Media. 17,900 
newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every business 
and resident in Linden, NJ. Although great care has been taken 
to ensure the information contained within is accurate, Renna 
Media assumes no liability for errors or omissions.  

©2023 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced 
without written consent from Renna Media LLC. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone 
you know accomplish something amazing? 
We are interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your 
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

 
ADVERTISING 

Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ Life In Linden

1147 W. St. Georges Avenue, Linden, NJ 07036 • (908) 587-1158
RT 27 FARM Hours of Operations: 

Monday - Saturday: 8:00a.m. - 8:00p.m. 
Sunday: 8:00a.m. - 7:00p.m. 

FRUIT • VEGGIES • DAIRY • CURED MEAT • FISH • BAKE GOODS • NUTS • SNACKS • DESERTS

Conviently located in LINDEN PLAZA  
with plenty of parking. 
At 1147 W. St. Georges Avenue,  
just off Styles Street. 
Home of Metro Liquors and Plant Fitness.

Daily 
Sales and 
Specials

Quality 
Fresh 

Produce

Case 
Discounts

WE CARRY FULL LINES OF SPECIALTY PRODUCTS FROM  
• POLAND • LATVIA • UKRAINE • CROATIA • HUNGARY  
• GEORGIA • ARMENIA • GERMANY • ROMANIA • etc.

JULY SPECIALS Expires 7/31/23

BARTLETT PEARS 
79¢ / LB

GREEN CABAGGE 
49¢ / LB

GET FREE 
2LB BAG OF ONIONS 

When you spend $20 or more

GREAT DEALS ON A 
VARIERTY OF EGGS

As supplies last.

Everything  
 to Make Your 
  
 
 
       Bar-B-Que 

Great

MACINTOSH APPLES 
79¢ / LB

DRIVE FOR AUTISM GOLF EVENT – SEPT 18TH
function for the foundation. Single golfers and 
foursomes are welcome as well as, product 
donations and corporate sponsorships. To 
register online please go to 
birdease.com/DriveforAutismXXII 

 
ABOUT DRIVE FOR AUTISM FOUNDATION: 

Based in New Providence, New Jersey, The 
Drive for Autism Foundation (EIN#20-
1760417), is a 501(3)(c) tax exempt public 
charity that was created in the Spring of 2002 for 
the sole purpose of raising and distributing funds 
for educational facilities specializing in students 
with autism. 

 
DRIVE FOR AUTISM GOLF OUTING 2023 

The Drive for Autism XXII is scheduled for 
Monday Sept 18, 2023 at Royce Brook Golf 
Club in Hillsborough, New Jersey. The event 
consists of a morning round of golf followed by 
a barbeque. Special events include golf contests, 
raffles and a silent auction of sports 
memorabilia, game tickets and golf trips.  

To register or for additional information  
please visit  
www.birdease.com/DriveForAutismXXII,  
call 908-451-8033  
or email driveforautism@comcast.net.

The Drive for Autism Foundation is pleased 
to announce that its annual golf event, Drive for 
Autism XXII will be held at Royce Brook Golf 
Club in Hillsborough, NJ on September 18, 
2023. 

The Drive for Autism Golf Outing which has 
been held since 2002 has raised and distributed 
over $851,000 to local school programs. 
Previous beneficiaries of grants were Morris 
Union Jointure Commission (New Providence, 
NJ), Salt Brook School (New Providence, NJ), 
AW Roberts School (New Providence, 
NJ),Union County Educational Services 
Foundation/Crossroads School (Westfield, NJ), 
Educational Partnership for Instructing Children, 
Paramus, NJ, Eden II/Genesis Programs (Staten 
Island, NY), Spectrum360 formally The 
Children’s Institute (Verona, NJ), ECLC 
(Chatham, NJ) and Seton Foundation for 
Learning (Staten Island, N.Y). 

Grant recipients use money to fund health and 
fitness programs, social skills programs, 
educational curriculum and teacher training, a 
van for community trips and transportation to job 
training centers, laptop computers, computer 
touch screens, iPads, video projectors and 
educational toys and games. 

The golf event is the main fundraising 
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   VALUES IN YOUR TOWN 
ARE STILL VERY  STRONG!

137 Elmer Street 
Westfield, NJ 07090 
Office: 908-233-9292

Janice Van Der Veken 
Realtor-Associate 
RE/MAX Select 
Cell: 908-577-0824 
JaniceVanDerVekenRealtor@gmail.com

Mary Rittenhouse 
Realtor-Associate 
RE/MAX Select 
Cell: 908-477-4486 
Mary.Ritt@hotmail.com

Select

Interest Rates Are Not 
Affecting The Buyer Demand! 

Sellers are still receiving multiple offers 
NOW more than ever is the perfect time 

to CASH IN on your equity!

REDUCED COMMISSION • HOME STAGING SERVICES
Each office is independently  
owned and operated. If your home  
is listed with another broker, this  
is not intended as a solicitation.

ON THE FENCE ABOUT SELLING?

IMAGINE GRIEF SUPPORT FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG ADULTS
year-round grief support groups for children ages 
3-18 and young adults 19-30 who are coping with 
a loss due to death. Concurrently, support groups 
are available for the parents and guardians of the 
children in the groups and offered in English and 
Spanish. Groups are also available for parents 

who have lost a child aged 30 or younger. 
Imagine's Training and Education staff provide 
grief and loss education and training to the 
community. For more information, please visit 
imaginenj.org or contact Imagine at 
908-264-3100 or info@imaginenj.org.

(above, l-r) Imagine’s June Facilitator Training Class - Back Row: Katie Perlowitz, Bridgewater; 
Doug Roberts, Basking Ridge; Mouli Patel, Union; Imagine’s Program Supervisor, Abigail Priece; 

Arielle Miller, Springfield; Curtis Moore, Irvington; and Rong Lui, Chatham; L-R Front Row: 
Imagine’s Summer Intern, Emma Heinze; Meghan Cole, Westfield; Lyrica Smolenski, Cranford; 

Imagine’s Family and Community Engagement Manager, Ashley S Allen; and Imagine’s Executive 
Assistant, Najiyyah Bailey.

Volunteers recently completed three full days 
of training in order to join Imagine’s amazing 
team of volunteer facilitators. During their 
training, space was provided where they could 
share their stories of loss with one another and 
give and receive support as Imagine staff 
modeled the skills utilized in Imagine’s peer 
support groups. Imagine practices Alan Wolfelt’s 
Companioning Model which encourages us to 
walk beside someone on their grief journey, so 
they feel felt and know that their story 
matters.Those who participated in this training 
can utilize the same skills and tools modeled by 
Imagine staff as they create safe spaces for 
Imagine participants in our peer support groups.  

When asked about their experience at the 
training, one participant shared: “This training 
gave me skills that I didn't even know I needed. 
What I gained from taking part in this facilitator 
training will assist me in every relationship I 
have. I've already learned how to be a better 
listener to my children, to my husband, and to my 
friends. It may be cliche to say, but it's true that 
this training was life-changing!” Another shared: 
“I loved the whole thing” and a third shared a 
belief that the training should be offered in every 
school.  We are so pleased that they found the 
training valuable and are excited to welcome this 
wonderful new group of facilitators to Imagine’s 
community of volunteers!  

Imagine is a 501c3 nonprofit that offers free 
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HAGR ELWESHAHY RECEIVES 2023 JUNIOR LEAGUE AWARD
The Junior League of Elizabeth-Plainfield 

awarded five $5,000 scholarships at their Annual 
Dinner to college bound women who 
demonstrated a passion for volunteerism. The 
scholarship recipients are: Hagr Elweshahy of 
Linden, NJ who will be attending Princeton 
University, Olivia Encarnacion of Plainfield, NJ 
who will be attending Duke University, Sweksha 
Mehta of New Providence, NJ who will be 
attending Cornell University, Shalini 
Ramarkrishnan of Springfield, NJ who will be 
attending Cornell University, and Madison 
Gabrielle Wright of Westfield, NJ who will be 
attending University of Michigan. 

All five young women were committed to 
volunteerism during their high school careers. As 
Ms. Elweshahy mentioned in her application, 
“one act of positive volunteering can ripple 
across an entire community”. We look forward to 
seeing what wonderful things they do in the 
future. 

The Junior League of Elizabeth-Plainfield 
(JLEP) celebrated its 100th Anniversary in 2023. 
In honor of the Centennial Celebration, the JLEP 
awarded five $5,000 scholarships (an increase 
from its traditional $2,000 scholarships) to 
college bound women who reside in Union 
County and demonstrate a commitment to 
volunteerism. 

The JLEP is an organization of women whose 

mission is to advance women’s leadership for 
meaningful community impact through volunteer 
action, collaboration, and training. The JLEP is 
located in Cranford, NJ with our nonprofit thrift 
shop – The Jumble Store and our signature 
service project – The Career Closet. JLEP has 
been serving our community for over 100 years. 

ABOUT the Junior League of Elizabeth 
Plainfield: The Junior League of Elizabeth 
Plainfield is a chapter of the Association of Junior 
Leagues International, Inc. and is an organization 

(above) The Junior League of Elizabeth-Plainfield awarded five $5,000 scholarships in 2023.
Courtesy photo

of women committed to promoting voluntarism, 
developing the potential of women, and 
improving communities through the effective 
action and leadership of trained volunteers. Its 
purpose is exclusively educational and charitable. 
Learn more about us at:jlepnj.org or contact 
Heidi Martindill or Laura Lanigan, Co-President 
2023-2024, Junior League of Elizabeth-Plainfield 
president@jlepnj.org. For more information 
about becoming a member, please reach out to 
newmembers@jlepnj.org.
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CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 800-206-8529

$350-$450

$250-$350

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 8/31/23.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 8/31/23.

FOUNDATION REPAIRS BEFORE & AFTER

CHIMNEY LINERS

SLATE ROOF SPANISH STYLE ROOF NEW STEPS

CHIMNEY REPAIRS SHINGLE ROOF FLAT TOP ROOF

24/7 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE ANY ROOF REPAIR

ANY CHIMNEY JOB

$800OFF ANY NEW 
ROOF JOB

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 8/31/23.

15% SENIOR CITIZEN 
DISCOUNT

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 8/31/23.

GUTTER CLEANING
STARTING AT $65

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 8/31/23.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 8/31/23.

$300OFF ANY JOB
of $2,000 or more

OFF

100% 
Financing 

Available
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OFFICER KATARINA 
DZIADOSZ 

HONORED BY MADD
Congratulations to Linden Police Officer 

Katarina Dziadosz was honored recently at the 
the MADD New Jersey Annual Law 
Enforcement Recognition Awards luncheon. 
Officer Dziadosz received a “Recognition of 
Achievement" award and the Union County "Top 
Cop Award of Excellence". Officer Dziadosz was 
recognized among other local officers for her 
incredible efforts to keep impaired drivers off our 
roadways. 
ABOUT MADD 

At Mothers Against Drunk Driving, we’re 
focused on one goal: ending impaired driving for 
good. Since our founding, we've served as a 
lifeline for thousands of victims and survivors, 
and drunk driving fatalities have been cut in half 
— but we refuse to stop there. Together, we can 
end this 100% preventable crime. 

Follow Linden Police Department  
on Facebook

LOCAL AUTHOR HOLDS 
BOOK SIGNING AT LIBRARY

Former Linden public school student Kyle 
Phipps had a book signing event at the Linden 
Public Library on June 26th, 2023. Kyle 
presented his debut book, “We Got This: Barney 
The Brave French Bulldog" to local children and 
community members. 
ABOUT THE BOOK 

Are you aware that the 4th of July can be 
overwhelming for our furry friends? To shed light 
on this issue, I have written a story about Barney, 
The Brave French Bulldog, and his journey of 
confronting his fear of fireworks alongside his 
pals on Independence Day. The underlying 
message of this book is to encourage readers to 
embrace discomfort and take steps towards 
personal growth, as Barney did by facing his 
fears. Additionally, I hope to raise awareness 
about the struggles our pups face during this 
tough time of year for them, emphasizing the 
importance of showing them extra love and care.

GIFT & THRIFT 
BOUTIQUE

Beat the heat with 50% off all clothing in the 
month of August. Check out our books for 
summer reading. Bring a Friend! Book selections 
include all age groups. We have new inventory 
for every sale. The ‘Gift & Thrift Boutique’ is 
open every 2nd and 4th Saturday, from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Items for sale include Women’s, Men’s & 
Children’s clothes, shoes, jewelry, kitchen and 
household items, decorations, toys, CD’s, 
DVD’s, seasonal & holiday decor. 

Hundreds of items at great prices! The Gift & 
Thrift Boutique is found in The Episcopal Church 
of St. John The Baptist, 2018 Dewitt Terrace in 
Linden, NJ.  Customers enter the main doors on 
Dewitt Terrace and follow the stairs to the store. 
The space is not handicap accessible.  

For more information, friend the Gift and 
Thrift Boutique on Facebook, email 
giftandthriftboutique@gmail.com or call the 
church office at 908-925-1535.
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“AFRICAN ACCENTS” CELEBRATES 
AFRICAN FABRIC MONTH IN SEPTEMBER

The Cultured Expressions Sewing & Quilting 
Studio in Rahway is marking African Fabric 
Month in September with a special event at the 
Barron Arts Center in Woodbridge on September 
7, 2023.  Studio owner Lisa Shepard Stewart will 
share her passion for the  unique textile arts of the 
Continent, and how to use them creatively.  Learn 
how and why the fabrics are made traditionally, 
and view some of the most recent projects she has 
made with them. Sewing skills are NOT required 
to enjoy this informal presentation of creative 
ideas and inspiration.  “Of course, if you ARE 
inspired to learn to sew after the presentation, we 
do offer beginner classes at the studio, and lots of 
virtual classes”, says Lisa. 

African Fabric Month promotes the beauty and 
cultural significance of textiles like bogolan 
(mudcloth), kente cloth, adinkra, batik, ankara 

prints and more.  Their suitability and versatility 
for DIY enthusiasts ranges from fashion and 
quilts to home décor, crafts and gifts.  
Embellishments like Krobo beads and brass 
accents from Ghana will also be shown and 
discussed as the perfect finishing touches for any 
project.   

(NOTE: The lecture is FREE but advance 
reservations are required; please call Barron Arts 
Center at 732-634-0413) 

Regular studio hours are Wed 4-8pm;  
Thurs 12-6pm; Fri 12-6pm and Sat 10-6pm.  
For information on workshops, upcoming 

Handbag MasterClass, the studio’s Sewcial 
Impact initiative and more,  

visit www.CulturedExpressions.com,  
visit in person at 1417 Main Street in Rahway,  
or call 866-MUDCLOTH. 

• Financing Available 
• Special Discounts 

• 50% off Sales Tax 

All Major Credit Cards Accepted w y [ t
725 Rahway Ave - Elizabeth 

908-354-8533 • 908-352-2232 
www.jacobsonappliances.com

FREE DELIVERY 
Open Mon. & Thurs. 10am - 7pm;  
Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10am - 6pm; 
Sat 10am- 5pm; Sun - closed

$25 OFF FOR LINDEN 
RESIDENTS & BUSINESSES 

One per customer. Can not be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase 
of $399.00. must present this coupon at time of purchase. Offer Expires 8/31/23.
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Property Maintenance & Handyman Services

732-331-9572 
www.MyHandymanAndPainter.com

• General Handyman Services  
• Sheet Rock - Install & Repair 
• Painting • Electric • Plumbing 
• Cooling & Heating - Install & Repair 
• Bathroom & Kitchen Remodelling 
• Windows & Siding 
• Quality Gutter Guards (From $14/ft installed)

My Handyman & painter LLC

a u q r 
Licensed & Insured 

License #13VH11554200

View our Google Reviews.

UNITED 
PAVING & MASONRY LLC

UNITED 
PAVING & MASONRY LLC

732-524-9296 
PavingByUnited.com 
Free Estimates • Financing Available  

Quality Work at Affordable Prices!
o Asphalt Driveways 
o Belgian Block 
o Brick Pavers 
o Retaining Walls 
o Outdoor Living 
o Walkways 

o Concrete 
o Steps 
o Patios & More

Accepting Cash, Checks and Credit Cards.

FREE ESTIMATES!

No Job Too Small

Duke says  

“We are 

honest and  

reliable.”

Pet friendly - We support animal rescues

FOR ALL ORDERS PLACED IN AUGUST, UNITED MASONRY WILL PAY THE SALES TAX.
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EAGLE SCOUT KATELYN CANNON NAMED NJ VFW SCOUT OF THE YEAR
eyes. I am proud to stand before you as living 
proof that your daughters and granddaughters 
now too can have the same wonderful experience 
in Scouting and possibly become Eagle Scouts.” 

Cannon’s Scouting accomplishments include 
being a founding member of Scouts BSA Troop 
19, a former Senior Patrol Leader and current 
Junior Assistant Scoutmaster who has earned 83 
merit badges to date, has received the Ad Altare 
Dei and Pope Pius XII religious awards, as well 
as a citizenship medal from American Legion. 
Furthermore, she was selected to attend 2022 
New Jersey Girls State, a leadership and 
citizenship program sponsored by the American 
Legion Auxiliary. In addition, she was recently 
selected as the Sons of American Revolution 
Eagle Scout Essay contest winner for the State of 
New Jersey and was national runner-up.  

“Scouting and my Eagle project was such an 
incredible learning experience. Being involved in 
the program, because of the positive change, has 
defined my path forward in life.”, said Cannon.  

“It was and is a tremendous honor for our Post 
that Katie was selected as the Scout of the Year. 
We are very inspired by Katie and all that she has 
done for herself, the Scouting community, our 
state and great country. It was especially great 
that our Post was able to sponsor such a well-
qualified person to represent our district and 
state. We here at Post 6259 offer our thanks and 
congratulations on her terrific achievement.”, 
shared Berkeley Heights VFW Post 6259 
Commander Al Campora. 

Katelyn Cannon will be embarking on a new 
journey this fall, studying Public Relations & 
Strategic Communications at Purdue University.

(above) VFW Scout of year - Eagle Scout 
Katelyn Cannon (center) with NJ Department of 
VFW Commander Jay Boxwell (right) and VFW 

Scouting Chairman, Jim D'Arcy (left).
Photo by Scouts BSA Troop 19, St. Rose of Lima, Short Hills NJ

Submitted by Scouts BSA Troop 19 
The annual Department of New Jersey 

Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Convention 
was again held at the Wildwood Convention 
Center in Wildwood this June, where Eagle Scout 
Katelyn Cannon of Scouts BSA Troop 19, 
chartered at St. Rose of Lima Church, Short Hills, 
was honored as the New Jersey Veterans of 
Foreign Wars “Scout of the Year.” 

Cannon, a resident of Millburn and a recent 
Millburn High School graduate was selected by 
the VFW’s Scout of the Year as New Jersey’s 
single standout Scout who exemplifies 
leadership, patriotism, and love of country. State-
wide applicants for this distinguished award are 
both Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts who have 
earned either the Gold Award or achieved the 
rank of Eagle Scout respectively. 

“The challenge (for the selection committee) 
is that there are so many worthy applicants from 
all the districts, but I found this year’s choice to 
be easier than most. It’s because this person, this 
Scout, this Eagle Scout, was just head and 
shoulders above her peers.”, said VFW Scouting 
Chairman, Jim D'Arcy. 

“She was in the Inaugural Class of Female 
Eagle Scouts of 2021, now that is going through 
a glass ceiling.” added D’Arcy to a round of 
applause. 

Cannon was requested to address the statewide 
delegation at the convention where she requested 
the assembly of dominantly male veterans to 
close their eyes, as she walked them through a 
visualization as to what their childhood as Scouts 
may have entailed.  

“Allow me to take you back to your teenage 
years. Think about the outdoor place that you 
loved. It may have been a summer camp, or on 
the riverbed fishing, or even hiking the 
Appalachian Trail or possibly camping in the 
Pinelands. Think about those adventures, what 
did you learn? You were taught to be independent 
and confident, you learned critical life skills, 
became leaders, and made lifelong memories and 
friends along the way. Just think, for over 110 
years, these opportunities to learn leadership, 
experience adventure, and master life-long skills 
were only open to young men. Now open your 
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528 N. Michigan Ave. Kenilworth, NJ • 908-688-8333 
Hours: Monday - Saturday: 7:30 am - 5:00 pm • Sunday: Closed 

We accommodate the trade as well as the do-it-yourselfers! We are always ready to assist.
SOIL 

Black Topsoil ............................$36 
Jersey Brown.............................$40 

MULCH 
Black Dyed................................$33 
Brown Dyed..............................$33 
Red Dyed...................................$35 
Hardwood .................................$24 
Playground................................$35 

QUARRY BASE MATERIALS 
Mason Sand ..............................$60 
3⁄4 Clean Stone...........................$58 
Stone Dust.................................$39 
QP ...............................................$48 

DECORATIVE STONE 
3⁄8 Riverbed / Pea Gravel.........$73 

1 Riverbed .................................$88 
11/2-3 Riverbed ..........................$98 
3⁄8 Red Stone ..............................$80 
3⁄4 Red Stone ..............................$80 
3⁄4 Goose Egg ...........................$105 
11/2-3 Goose Egg......................$125 
3⁄4 Arctic White........................$135 

Prices subject to change without notice.

HARDSCAPE 
• Cement 
• Cinder Block 
• Belgium Block  
• Curbing 
• Bluestone Treads 
• Diamond Blades 
• Limestone Treads 

TOOLS 
• Mason Tools  
• Landscape Tools 

DRAINAGE 
• Catch Basins 
• 3” & 4” Pipe 

LAWN & GARDEN 
• Grass Seed 
• Fertilizers 
• Peat Moss 
• Hay 
• Polymeric Sand 
• Paver Sealer 
• Paver Cleaner

ORDER ONLINE 
www.JerseyLandGarden.com

Prices 
per yard

FREE 
Same Day 
Delivery 
5-Yards or more. 

Union County 
only.

Largest Display 
of Cambridge Pavers 

in Union County

Largest Display 
of Cambridge Pavers 

in Union County

Waterfalls • Fireplaces  
• Fire Pits • Walls • Walkways  

• Patios • Curbs

Waterfalls • Fireplaces  
• Fire Pits • Walls • Walkways  

• Patios • Curbs
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VOLUNTEER CLASS 102 IS READY TO LISTEN
and full-time professionals" said Mary Claire 
Givelber, Caring Contact's executive director. 
"Many of our listeners are looking for 
something meaningful to do after they retire, or 
their children leave home. Full-time 
professionals also participate finding the 
flexible volunteer hours work well with their 
work obligations.” 

Following the training, new volunteer crisis 
counselors are supported by seasoned listeners 
during 24 hours of internship before they take 
calls on their own. Even once a volunteer is a 
certified listener, Caring Contact provides a 
range of support and training opportunities to 
allow them to keep honing their skills. 

The next volunteer crisis counselor training 
begins September 20th through December 13th. 
The training will run once a week on 
Wednesdays from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. and will be 

a combination of in-person training and via 
Zoom. Anyone interested in registering for the 
training should visit caringcontact.org/listener-
training/ or call the Caring Contact 
administrative offices for more information at 
908-301-1899. 

Caring Contact is a volunteer-staffed crisis 
hotline and listening community, providing active 
listening support and best-in-class training to the 
Central and Northern New Jersey community. 
More than 80 trained volunteers answered over 
17,000 calls last year from people in crisis, 
having suicidal thoughts or simply needing 
someone to talk to. 

If you need someone to listen, call us at 
908-232-2880. If you, or someone you know, are 
in crisis call 988, the new access code to the 
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline. To learn 
more, visit caringcontact.org. You are Not Alone.

(above) Caring Contact Crisis Line Graduates Volunteer Class 102. Next training begins in 
September. Visit caringcontact.org/listener-training/ or call the Caring Contact administrative 

offices for more information at 908-301-1899.

Caring Contact Crisis Line 
Residents from Linden, Westfield, Summit, 

Clark, Florham Park and North Plainfield 
completed training in June to become volunteers 
on the Caring Contact crisis hotline. During the 
52-hours of training the graduates developed the 
ability to listen actively, assess the needs of 
someone in crisis and provide empathy and 
support. The training included dynamic and 
interactive presentations by guest experts in 
active listening, grief recovery, mental health 
issues and suicide intervention. Volunteer 
Listener Training was taught by trainers who are 
long-time listeners and nationally certified 
instructors in Applied Suicide Intervention 
Skills Training. 

"This training and volunteer opportunity is 
ideal for people of varying backgrounds - 
retirees, empty-nesters, stay-at-home parents, 

(908) 276-5367 
(201) 666-0003 

358 North Avenue East 
Cranford, NJ 

www.reynolds-plumbing.net

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Lou DiFabio 
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio 
Lic. #11749

REYNOLDS PLUMBING

SUBURBAN PAVING COMPANY
Specializing in Asphalt Driveways, Parking Lots,  
Belgium Block Curbing, Sidewalks, Seal Coating 

908-925-0444 
908-928-0031

Serving All 
Union County

• Houses 
• Decks 
• Roofs 
• Patios 
• Driveways 
• Fences 
• Siding 
• Gutters 
• And More

Call, text or email today 
for a free estimate and ask about 

our SPRING CLEANING special! 

(732) 596-7525 
BlueStreakPWNJ@gmail.com

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
ALL PHASES OF ELECTRICAL WORK 
• FIXTURES • OUTLETS • PANEL CHANGE  
• SECURITY • HIGHHATS • CEILING FANS

Free 
Estimates

Senior Citizen  
Discount

24 Hour 
Emergency Service

201-600-3530Lic.# ....662200
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1043 Raritan Rd., Clark, NJ 07066 
www.nespinecenter.com 

Call 732-827-0800 
for your RISK-FREE Consultation!

Northeast 
Spine& 

Wellness 
Center

ARC OF UNION COUNTY 
RAISES $41,000

The Arc of Union County, a non-profit agency 
serving more than one-thousand adults with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities, raised 
over $41,000 at its first annual Swing Into 
Summer Golf Invitational on June 21st at 
Galloping Hill Golf Course in Kenilworth. 

Golfers from local and regional businesses, 
private individuals and other supporters enjoyed 
a full day of golf, breakfast, lunch and numerous 
prizes. Among them was a raffle for an all-
expense paid luxury three-day, two-night stay at 
the exclusive Kiawah Island Golf Resort in South 
Carolina won by Ryan Frangopoulos of Macro 
Technology. 

The event also served as a passing of the torch 
from The Arc of Union County’s long-time 
Executive Director Frank Caragher, who retired 
at the end of June after 49 years of service to the 
IDD community, to his successor, Edwin Asuta, 
who took over in January. 

For 74 years, The Arc of Union County has 
offered a lifespan of services including family 
support, early intervention, education, residential, 
day habilitation and employment services. All 
proceeds will directly support these programs. 

The Arc is grateful to Galloping Hill Golf 
Course and GAPGEM LLC Golf Event 
Management for their essential roles in making 
this event a success. We also thank our 23 
sponsors without whose support this event 
wouldn’t have been possible. They are: 

Risk Strategies, Meeker Sharkey Hurley, Excel 
Air, Frieri Law Group, Macro Technology, NJM 
Insurance, The Branna Agency, Columbia Bank 
Foundation, Document Solutions, Springbrook 
Wealth Advisors powered by Ameriprise 
Financial, Withum, Coordinated Compliance 
Solutions, Caffrey Landscaping, Carracino’s 
Auto & Truck Service, Fuscon, J & E Auto Body, 
Improcom, MargFinancial, The Robbins Agency, 
The Dudas Family, Kenilworth Carwash, TK 
Books, and PSE&G. 

Learn more about The Arc of Union County, 
its programs and services, at arcunion.org or 
follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn. 
And for an early start on next year's golf event, 
contact Marianne Kranz at 
mkranz@arcunion.org.

(above) Retired Executive Director Frank 
Caragher and his successor Edwin Asuta

Courtesy photo
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This year’s Somerset County 4-H Fair will 

celebrate 75 years of Free Family Fun. For many 
families, a visit to the fair is a multi-generational 
summer tradition. The first county 4-H Fair was 
held in 1948 at the fairgrounds in Far Hills. In 
1962, the fair moved to its current location at 
North Branch Park in Bridgewater. 

The fair is the highlight of the year for 4-H 
club members who showcase their skills through 
a variety of exhibits, demonstrations and 
competitions. You can reconnect with the 
county’s agricultural past with farm animals, or 
glimpse the future with 4-H projects in robotics 
and rocketry.  

Be sure to bring your appetite. A large food 
tent features many items to tempt your tastebuds. 
Food sales benefit local nonprofit organizations 
and help to make the fair possible. 

The Somerset County 4-H Fair is August 9-11, 
10 a.m. to 10 p.m., at North Branch Park on 
Milltown Road in Bridgewater. Admission and 
parking are free. Visit 4HisTops.org.

(above) The 4-H Fair offers 1 
5 acres of Free Family Fun.

(above) Animals shows from pets to livestock are popular events.

JUNIOR ACADEMY 
CLASS OF 2023

Linden Fire Department 
Congratulations to the Linden Fire Department 

Junior Academy class of 2023 recruits on their 
recent graduation. The recruits graduated from 
the five-day program on Friday, June 30th. 
During this program, students in the 7th and 8th 
grade were able to learn about the fire department 
services. Members of the Linden Fire 
Department lead the recruits in lectures, 
demonstrations, and fun hands-on activities. 
Some of the topics that were covered are: Fire 
Safety, Engine and Ladder Company Operations, 
Car Extrication, Rope Rescue, HazMat/Decon 
and First Aid/CPR. Congratulations to the young 
recruits who participated. 
Follow Linden Fire Department on Facebook

CALL/TEXT JOE (908) 858-6556  
www.mistercscarpetcleaning.com 

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL 

• FAMILY-OWNED 

• FREE ESTIMATES

WE SPECIALIZE IN 
• CARPETS 
• AREA RUGS 
• UPHOLSTERY 
• TILE & GROUT
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908-760-0583

Summer is here! Don’t wait until it’s too hot. 
CALL TODAY FOR ALL YOUR HEATING, AIR CONDITIONING,  
AND FUEL NEEDS 

Now is the time to get your air conditioning ready for spring. If your air conditioning system  
is over 15 years old, you may want to consider a more efficient replacement. 
Avoid last minute emergencies during the hot uncomfortable weather. Let the experts  
at Woolley evaluate your cooling and heating needs and provide you with a FREE  
no obligation estimate. We are a full-service installation, maintenance, and repair company.  
In need of a tune-up? We provide that too, along with Woolley Extra Care Service Plans.

N. Woolley Master HVACR contractor Lic. # 1261
We will continue to offer the same great  
service delivered to REEL-STRONG customers.  
The addition of REEL-STRONG represents an  
exciting opportunity for WOOLLEY to do more  
for our customers. You will still find the same  
reliable technicians and office staff from  
REEL-STRONG now at WOOLLEY HOME.

Woolley Home Solutions is a family-owned and 
operated company providing over 99 years of 
honest, high-quality service. 
Our mission is simple - to be your trusted,  
total home comfort solutions provider.

WOOLLEY’S PROUD PARTNERSwoolleyfuel.com

NEW RHEEM HEATING OR 
AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

Expires: 8/31/2023. May Not Be Combined With Other Offers.
$300 OFF

(above) Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in 
Scotch Plains to host a free spirituality seminar. 

Registration is required, please visit 
ihmparish.net/alpha.

IS THERE MORE TO LIFE THAN THIS?
A free spirituality seminar is being offered by 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in Scotch 
Plains, NJ. Most meetings are on Zoom. In a 
world of isolation, anonymity, and keyboard-
warriors, Alpha offers content and guidance for 
churches, ministries, and individuals to create a 
space for honest and open conversations about 
life’s biggest questions. Everyone is welcome and 
no questions are off limits. 

Alpha is a place to connect with other people 
who are open to exploring life, faith, and 
meaning. Alpha fosters honest, open, and 
judgment-free conversations for anyone to 
explore the Christian faith. Each session includes 
a time to connect with others, watch a short video 
on an element of the Christian faith, and then a 
chance for each person to share thoughts and 
questions with the group. 

“I was invited to participate in the Alpha pilot. 
From the initial meeting, I knew this was 
something that I wanted to be a part of,” explains 
Nancy Schreck. “After completing the pilot, I 

joined the Alpha team to help plan for the future 
of Alpha at IHM. It’s a wonderful opportunity for 
people at any level of faith to meet new people 
and explore new ideas.” 

Sessions are free to attend and are scheduled 
on Monday nights at 7:30 p.m. The first meeting 
will be live and in-person on Monday, September 
18, 2023, beginning at 7 p.m. in the Nazareth 
Center of Immaculate Heart of Mary (IHM) 
Church: 1571 S. Martine Ave. Scotch Plains. 
Good food and conversation will be offered to all 
in attendance. Most meetings after that will be 
hosted on Zoom. Links and directions will be 
provided to those who register. Participation is 
capped at 30 people. 

“When I offered tech support for the pilot 
program at IHM, I had no idea what I was in for. 
I'm not very religious, but Alpha was an 
unexpected surprise!” offers Gabe Lamberty. 
“The program is interesting and entertaining. And 
it’s nice to meet new folks from the community. 
Overall an unforgettable experience.” 

“I’m looking forward to the Alpha 
experience,” says Lou Zappo. “It sounds like a 
lot of fun, and who knows, I might learn 
something about myself.” 

Registration is required, please visit 
ihmparish.net/alpha or call 908-889-2100. If you 
have questions about Alpha, please email 
office@ihmparish.net.
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908-322-7800 
567 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains NJ 

www.njdentalcare.com/dentures

If your dentures … 
   • Are loose 
   • Over 5 years old 
   • Have been repaired many times 
Or . . . 
   • You would like to improve your smile 
Then call . . . 
   For an appointment today!  

The doctors at Dentalcare Associates  
will provide all your denture needs.

It’s time for 
new dentures!

ASK ABOUT IMPLANT 
SUPPORTED DENTURES.

• Most Insurances Accepted 
• Interest Free Financing r q

u a

15% SENIOR COURTESY  
Reg. $2995-$3200 per arch   

Additional fees may occur for individual cases 
Present this ad. Not valid with other offers  

or PPO insurance. Exp. 8/31/23 RN

BAYWAY COMMUNITY ADVISORY PANEL SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED
The Bayway Community Advisory Panel 

(CAP), an organization of local community 
members and industry representatives including 
Phillips 66 Bayway Refinery, Infineum USA L.P., 
Linden Cogeneration Plant, Veolia North 
America, and Linden VFT LLC, recently 
awarded $1,000 scholarships to 13 local students 
in the municipalities of Linden, Rahway, 
Elizabeth, and Staten Island. 

All of the high school seniors will be pursuing 
Process Technology or Engineering degrees in 
various disciplines (Chemical, Computer, 
Electrical, Mechanical) this fall at college. The 
winners from Elizabeth are Joe Alves, Ismael 
Fuentes, and Bryan Larin. 

Joe Alves is a senior at Frank J. Cicarell 
Academy in Elizabeth, NJ. 

Joe is an intelligent and conscientious student 
who is full of curiosity to learn new things. his 
analytical approach enables him to absorb 
difficult concepts in science effortlessly. His 
work habits reflect his qualities of being a team 
member and being extremity kind and helpful. 

(above) Congratulations and best wishes to all the 2023 CAP scholarship winners. Elizabeth 
winners: Joe Alves, Ismael Fuentes, and Bryan Larin; Linden winners: Jaiden Jones, and 
Evelyn Ojeda; Rahway winners; Pearl Davis, Destiny Ledgister, and Camilla Monterrosa; 
Staten Island winners: Aaron McDonald,  Anthony McDonald, Terrance McDonald, Evan 

Randeniarachchi, and Joseph Dalton.
Courtesy photo

Joe has been an active member of some 
prestigious clubs in school like National Honor 
Society and Italian Honor Society. He has been 
enthusiastically involved in Civil Air Patrol 
activities outside school. His aspiration for higher 
education has assisted him in maintaining 
valuable standings in the current academic year. 
Joe will be pursuing a degree in Computer 
Engineering. Joe is responsible and proactive 
therefore a deserving candidate of the Bayway 
CAP Scholarship sponsored by Infineum USA, 
LP. 

Ismael Fuentes is a senior at Frank J. Cicarell 
Academy in Elizabeth, NJ. 

Ismael has been a student exhibiting great 
enthusiasm, intellectual curiosity, and scholastic 
aptitude. He takes mathematical changes very 
well and tries to succeed in whatever he pursues 
with dedication. With his mature approach to his 
responsibilities and superior knowledge and 
involvement in the school, he has demonstrated 
outstanding leadership. Ismael has developed a 

strong sense of confidence. He is a good team 
leader who always leads his team with 
confidence and respect. He works very well 
independently as well as group setting. Ismael 
will be pursuing a degree in Computer Science. 

Ismael was strongly recommended for a 
Bayway CAP Scholarship sponsored by 
Infineum USA, LP congratulations! 

Bryan Larin is a senior at Frank J. Cicarell 
Academy in Elizabeth, NJ. 

Bryan is a skilled student that is willing and 
motivated to accept challenges as they relate to 
academia. Bryan is a mature young man for his 
age. He adapts quickly and has superior abilities 
that are favorable for his success. His 
unselfishness to help others far exceeds most of 
his peers. The subject of mathematics and 
calculation had always remained a strength in 
Bryan’s learning.  Bryan will be pursuing a 
degree in Physics. It is with great pleasure to 
award Bryan with a Bayway CAP Scholarship, 
sponsored by Infineum USA, LP.
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908-272-8080 
208 Centennial Ave 

Cranford, NJ

EAT IN 
Patio Dining 

TAKE OUT 
Off Street Parking 

We Deliver

HOURS 
 Sun & Mon:  11am-8pm 
              Tue:  Closed 
Wed & Thur:  11am-9pm 
               Fri:  11am-10pm 
              Sat:  11am-9pm

NEW Lunch and Dinner Menus 

featuring fresh, made-from-scratch entrées  

using only the best ingredients. 

CELEBRATE NEW BEGINNINGS 

WITH NEW OWNER JOSEPH MEIER

FULL CATERING MENU 
• Sandwich Platters  

• 3 & 6 Party Subs

@clarkbbq

Chicken • Ribs • Sausage • Steaks • Chops • Seafood • Deserts

1419 Raritan Road • Clark, NJ 07066 
732-396-4600 • www.clarkbbq.com

Sunday Thru Thursday 
11am-9pm 
Friday & Saturday 
11am-10pm

EAT IN OR 
TAKE OUT

Order Party Trays Today 
for All Events - Inside and Out

SINGLE USE PLASTICS EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION AWARD
Center, a 4,500-square-foot interactive museum 
in the Watching Reservation, was bestowed with 
this year’s honor for “fostering an awareness 
and appreciation of the natural world, while 
bringing a creative, inclusive, and immersive 
approach to learning and enrichment programs,” 
Gemenden said. 

She noted one of the center’s noteworthy 
projects was inspired during the COVID-19 
pandemic, featuring creation of bottle-cap 
inspired artwork about plastic pollution. 

This eye-catching artwork was fashioned in 
the shape of marine animals, each paired with 
educational signage to explain the harm that 
plastic pollution causes to the environment. 
These works were placed along trails in the 
Watchung Reservation, as an outdoor 
educational walk for park-goers. The initiative 
was so successful that the artwork has now 
become a traveling exhibit as various events, 
including the Sustainability in Motion Expo. 

With a plethora of environmental programs, 
activities, and experiences curated for children 
and adults, the Trailside Nature & Science 
Center consistently rises to the occasion, finding 
interesting and effective ways to engage a wide 
audience. 

Learn more at njclean.org  
and litterfreenj.org.

(above) NJCCC Executive Director JoAnn Gemenden (L) with Patricia Bertsch, Director of 
Union County Trailside Nature & Science Center with Karen Inzillo and Dario Scholis of Union 

The New Jersey Clean Communities Council 
(NJCCC), a statewide, comprehensive, litter-
abatement program, has honored Union 
County’s Trailside Nature & Science Center in 
Mountainside with its “2023 Single Use Plastics 
Excellence in Education Award.” 

NJCCC Executive Director JoAnn Gemenden 
presented the inaugural award to Center Director 
Patricia Bertsch during the recent New Jersey 
Sustainability in Motion Expo in Atlantic City, 
which attracted hundreds of attendees from 
across the state. 

When introducing the award, Gemenden 
explained that New Jersey Clean Communities 
promotes education to change the attitudes that 
cause littering. With that in mind, the Excellence 
in Education Award was designed to honor a 
business, community organization, school or 
individual who has achieved measurable results 
in reducing litter through education. 

Union County’s Trailside Nature & Science 

(above) Recycled Dolphin Artwork created by 
Trailside Nature & Science Center as part of 

plastic pollution education outreach. 
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BUS DRIVERS, 
SUB CUSTODIANS, 

MAINTENANCE/HVAC. 
FT/PT and Seasonal. 

Competitive Salary and Benefits. 

PLEASE APPLY ONLINE: 
WWW.BHPSNJ.ORG  

OR CALL 
908-464-1601 EXT 1930.

NOW HIRING
Berkeley Heights 
Board of Education 
is currently hiring 
for the following  
positions:

One Commerce Drive Cranford, NJ 07016 
Register Online  

www.diamondgymnasticsacademy.com

FALL CLASS 
REGISTRATION GOING ON NOW

Discovery Child Care 
----- 

Diamond Gymnastics Academy 
----- 

Cranford After Care

(908) 272-3500

• Private Lessons 
• Birthday Parties

• Beginner thru Advanced Classes 
• Pre-School Gymnastics 
• Cheer Tumbling

 Call Now 
For A Free 
Trial Class

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
• Asphalt Works 
• Driveways 
• Parking Areas 
• Sealing 
• Resurfacing 
• Curbing 
• Snow Plowing 
• Dump Truck  

& Backhoe Rental 
• Paving Machine

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Brian Hirth 
908-687-0614 
908-789-9508

PAYLESS ROOFING 
Roofing – Siding – Chimney Repairs 

Roof Coatings - Flat Roofs 
Power Washing  

• Same Phone # for 20 Years • 

Call 908-486-0866 
or 973-906-8404 

   Lic # 13VH00418100

VANDALS CAUGHT IN THE ACT
Submitted by Dr. D. Michael Hart 

The “Pool House Gang” were caught red 
handed vandalizing a building at Boy Scout 
Camp Wheeler, in Byram Township, NJ. They 
are seen here in a “line up”  against the wall. 

They claim that they were doing repairs and 
renovations to an old decrepit building at the Boy 
Scout Camp. But they were seen removing 
valuable lumber, sinks, toilets, shower heads, and 
construction materials from the building. 

Just kidding. This is a group of dedicated 
volunteers, including many retired professionals, 
who volunteer every week all year round at the 
Boy Scout camps for Patriot’s Path Council in 
northern New Jersey. These guys pictured have 
come up every Wednesday and Thursday for 
several months to renovate the Pool House and 
other buildings. This group includes retired 
engineers, an electrician, computer experts, small 
business owners, and corporate executives. 

The Pool House building was built in 
1971.The roof was still good, but the wooden 
walls were completely rotted, and the roof was 
sagging perilously. They needed to prop up the 
roof and replace the boards one by one. 

Eventually the building will have two bathrooms, 
two common showers and 8 individual changing 
rooms on each of two sides. There is a full sized 
swimming pool behind the building, so all of the 
chlorination, pumping mechanisms and electrical 
service are also located inside the building. 

The “Flintlocks BSA, Inc.” a 501c3 
corporation, is a group of retired scouters who 
volunteer at the camps every week, all year 
round, to help the council. They do most of the 
repairs and maintenance for the three Council 
camps, but also build new structures, such as 
cabins, waterfront structures, picnic tables and 
tent platforms. In 2018 they secured funding and 
built the STEM Lab at Allamuchy. Second, they 
make the craft kits for birdhouses, bird feeders, 
stools, handy boxes, racing sailboats, etc., which 
are sold through the Scout Shops. Third, 
Flintlocks volunteer to help run the many Council 
programs. Three quarters of the Flintlocks have 
received the Silver Beaver Award, the highest 
National award a volunteer may receive. The 
Facebook Page is “Flintlocks” For more 
information please contact Secretary Dr. Michael 
Hart drmhart@yahoo.com.

(above, l-r) "Line Up": Al Thomas, Randy Johnson, Frank Wallace, Dave Greene, 
George Van Dyke, Barry Bird, and Tom Mollitor.
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908-251-9441 
Mrhandyman.com

On Time. Done right. 
Guaranteed.

10% OFF LABOR
On labor only, materials not included. Cannot  
be combined with other offers. Exp. 8/31/23.

2,500+ Positive Online Reviews 
Fully Insured 

License number: 13VH09897400

• Windows 
• Doors 
• Flooring 
• Drywall 
• Masonry 
• Aging In Place  

Certified 
• Interior and  

Exterior Carpentry 
• Friendly/Helpful  

Office Staff

REPAIR AND REMODEL SERVICES

SHINING STARS TO MAKE HISTORIC DEBUT AT PAPER MILL PLAYHOUSE
celebrated their ten-year anniversary of 
inclusive theater performances with the 
assistance of typical buddies. It all began in a 
local home with a karaoke machine and people 
with disabilities who just wanted to perform to 
the best of their abilities with joy and 
acceptance. Shining Stars Network has 
performed in front of large audiences at the 
Union County Performing Arts Center, the Paper 
Mill Cabaret, and most recently the Gershwin 
theater on Broadway in New York City. They 
provide a safe and enthusiastic learning 
experience, culminating with a professionally 
staged performance. 

Tickets for the Paper Mill performance start at 
$25 and can be purchased at: 
my.papermill.org/shiningstars. More 
information about Shining Stars Network can be 
found at shiningstarsnetwork.org/. 

“We’re all about inclusion and opportunity 
while building self-esteem and creating 
friendships,” noted Shining Stars co-founder 
and Show Director Sally Curci. “There have 
been so many incredible performances over the 
years and we can’t wait to see our stars shine on 
the Paper Mill stage.” 

“Each opportunity offers our special cast 
members a chance to create lifetime memories,” 
added Mike Curci. “Our ensemble just made 
their Broadway debut at the "Arts for Autism" 
concert at the Gershwin Theatre, where they 
received a standing ovation, and now, the 
amazing opportunity to perform a full show on 
the legendary Paper Mill stage will be another 
dream come true.” 

SHINING STARS NETWORK is a non profit 
organization based in Cranford, N.J. founded by 
Sally and Mike Curci that shines the light on the 
special needs community by creating 
opportunities in the performing arts, with the 
goal of building self-confidence and self-esteem 
while enjoying the experience of performing on 
stage. Now entering its 6th year, Camp Shine 
(for ages 10-20 years) and The Shining Stars 
Summer Workshop (21 and over performers) are 
two-week intensive programs open to everyone, 
including those with developmental disabilities, 
and will take place Aug. 14-25. To register, or 
for for more information on Shining Stars 
Network or any of their programs, please visit 
ShiningStarsNetwork.org or send your email to 
ShiningStarsNetwork@gmail.com.

Courtesy photos

(above) Performers with Special Needs take the main stage on August 5th at the Paper Mill Playhouse. Tickets start at $25 and can be purchased at:  
my.papermill.org/shiningstars.The Shining Stars Network has performed in front of large audiences,  

and most recently the Gershwin theater on Broadway in New York City.

Shining Stars Network 
After making their successful Broadway 

debut recently at the Gershwin Theatre, Shining 
Stars Network, a regional theater group for 
young adults with disabilities and their typical 
peers, will be performing a groundbreaking 
show at the Paper Mill Playhouse, Millburn, NJ 
on August 5, 2023. The esteemed group will 
perform a selection of songs and dance from 
Broadway, movies and more! Shining Stars 
Network will be the first group of performers 
with special needs to be featured on the main 
stage in Paper Mill Playhouse history. The Tony 
award-winning Paper Mill Playhouse has been 
offering a theater experience since the late 
1700’s and is excited to bring this unprecedented 
performance to their stage as part of their 
Theatre for Everyone program. 

“We are beyond thrilled to partner with the 
iconic Paper Mill Playhouse to bring this show 
to life,” noted Shining Stars Network co-founder 
& CEO Mike Curci. “Our cast is so excited and 
we can’t wait for our stars to shine at such an 
amazing venue and to work with the talented 
Paper Mill team." 

The Shining Stars Network cast recently 
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Advertise  
in 1 or all  
24 towns

Online at RennaMedia.com  
and NJLocalinfo.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET 
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY! 
Tina Renna 908-418-5586 • tinarenna@rennamedia.com 
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • joerenna@rennamedia.com 

202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

Renna Media offers a full  
range of marketing services,  
in print and online, hyper- 
local to regional, for every  
budget and market size. 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
We mail 160,000 newspapers  

to every home and business in  
24 towns. You can advertise  

in any number of towns.  
Ads start at $60. 

FULL COLOR PRINTING 
We print flyers and menus,  

full color, two sided,  
on coated stock for only 

$45 per thousand. 

DIRECT MAIL 
Insert your flyer into the  

newspapers and get it mailed  
to every home and business for  
$60 per thousand and as low as  

$30 per thousand for higher 
quantities. 

ONLINE MARKETING 
Online ads and press releases  
designed and placed to drive  

traffic to your website and get  
your phone ringing. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
We can design and/or manage  
your social media campaign  

from passive to aggressive plans  
customized to work within  

your budget. 

WEBSITE AND 
SEO SERVICES 

Start with an audit/analysis  
of your website giving you a  
report and recommendations  

for $250. 
 

It is highly recommended to  
have a marketing plan and  

budget before spending.   

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A  
FREE CONSULTATION. 

908-447-1295

Marketing 
Toolbox
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August 

Bussiculo Enterprises 
Clark, NJ

Long Hot Days Of Summer 
 

The Most Popular Birthday Month! 
Hottest Time Of The Year! 

 
“Enjoy” And “Make” Waves! 

“Sweat” New Sales 
– And – 

“Cool Off” With Success! 
 

Sail, Swim, Sun Bathe, Create Castles Of Sand 
 

Prepare For – 
Fall Company Marketing Programs 

Advertising Agendas 
Increased Profitability 

Strategy Reviews 
 

Additional Supply / Demand Levels
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870 ST. GEORGES AVE. 
(RT. 27) RAHWAY, NJ 07065 
email: wittyswines@gmail.com

Witty’s 
Fine Wine and Liquors

ORDER ONLINE AT  
www.wittyswine.com  

732-381-6776 

PICK-UP CURBSIDE

ORDER ONLINE AT  
www.metroliquors.com 

908-925-1770 
PICK-UP CURBSIDE 

OR DELIVERY

Visit our facebook page for news of next tasting event: 
facebook.com/metrolinden

We specialize in hard to find items 
and custom orders, just ask!

15% OFF 
Any purchase of  

12 bottles of wine 
Restriction apply.  

Coupons not valid on sale items.

10% OFF 
Any purchase of  
6 bottles of wine 

Restriction apply.  
Coupons not valid on sale items.

WHISKY 
Ballantine ........................................1.75L ...................... $28.97 
Buchanan's 12yrs old ......................750ml...................... $29.99 
Buchanan's 12yrs old ......................1.75L ...................... $57.99 
Bushmill's Irish ...............................1.75L ...................... $46.99 
Chivas Regal....................................750 ml..................... $31.99 
Chivas Regal....................................1.75L ...................... $62.99  
Chivas Regal 18 yrs old ..................750 ml..................... $82.99 
Crown Royal ....................................750ml...................... $28.99 
Crown Royal ....................................1.75L ...................... $50.99  
Dewars 12 yrs old............................750ml...................... $25.99 
Dewars 12 yrs old............................1.75L ...................... $45.99  
Dewars White Label ........................750 ml..................... $19.99 
Dewars White Label ........................1.75L ...................... $32.99  
Gentleman Jack ...............................750ml...................... $29.99 
Gentleman Jack ...............................1.75L ...................... $52.99  
Glenmorangie 10 yrs old .................750ml...................... $40.99 
Glenlivet 12 yrs old .........................750 ml..................... $56.99 
Glenlivet 12 yrs old .........................1.75L .................... $104.99  
Grants ..............................................750ml...................... $15.99 
Grants ..............................................1.75L ...................... $23.99  
Jack Daniels ....................................750ml...................... $26.99 
Jack Daniels ....................................1.75L ...................... $47.99  
Jack Daniels Fire.............................750ml...................... $26.99 
Jack Daniels Fire.............................1.75L ...................... $47.99  
Jameson ..........................................750ml...................... $32.99 
Jameson ..........................................1.75L ...................... $60.99  
Jim Beam Whisky ............................1.75L ...................... $32.99 
Johhnie Walker Blue .......................750ml.................... $193.99 
Johhnie Walker Blue .......................1.75L .................... $399.99  
Johnnie Walker Black......................750ml...................... $29.99 
Johnnie Walker Black......................1.75L ...................... $59.99  
Johnnie Walker Double Black .........750ml...................... $35.99 
Johnnie Walker Red ........................750ml...................... $19.99 
Johnnie Walker Red ........................1.75L ...................... $33.99  
Macallan 12yrs old (double cask) ...750ml...................... $64.99 
Makers Mark....................................750ml...................... $29.99 
Makers Mark....................................1.75L ...................... $56.99 
  

GIN 
Beefeater .........................................1.75L ...................... $38.99 
Bombay Saphire ..............................1.75L ...................... $37.99 
Seagram's gin .................................1.75L ...................... $24.99 
Tanqueray ........................................750ml ..................... $22.99 
Tanqueray ........................................1.75L ...................... $38.99 
 

COGNAC & BRANDY 
Courvoisier V.S. ..............................750ml...................... $35.99 
Courvoisier V.S. ..............................1.75L ...................... $60.99  
Remy Martin V.S.O.P. .....................750ml...................... $49.99 
Remy Martin V.S.O.P. .....................1.75L ...................... $97.99 
 

CORDIALS 
Bailey's Irish Cream ........................1.75L ...................... $47.99  
Duggan’s Irish Cream ......................1.75L ...................... $32.99  
Kahlua..............................................1.75L ...................... $42.99  
Krupnik.............................................750ml...................... $20.99 
Licor 43............................................750ml...................... $27.99 
Licor 43............................................1.75L ...................... $45.99  

VODKA 
Absolut (regular)..............................750ml...................... $20.99 
Absolut (regular)..............................1.75L ...................... $31.99  
Belvedere Vodka..............................750ml...................... $32.99 
Belvedere Vodka..............................1.75L ...................... $45.99  
Ciroc (all types) ...............................750ml...................... $29.99 
Ciroc (all types) ...............................1.75L ...................... $57.99  
Finlandia..........................................750ml...................... $15.99 
Finlandia..........................................1.75L ...................... $26.99  
Grey Goose ......................................750ml...................... $24.99 
Grey Goose ......................................1.75L ...................... $39.99  
Ketel One .........................................750ml...................... $19.99 
Ketel One .........................................1.75L ...................... $39.99 
Luksusowa Vodka ............................1.75L ...................... $23.99  
Pinnacle (all types)..........................750ml...................... $12.99 
Pinnacle (80 proof) .........................1.75L ...................... $17.99  
Skyy .................................................1.75L ...................... $21.99 
Sobieski ...........................................750ml...................... $12.99 
Sobieski ...........................................1.75L ...................... $21.99  
Stolichnaya (all types).....................1.75L ...................... $30.99 
Tanqueray Sterling ..........................750ml...................... $19.99 
Tanqueray Sterling ..........................1.75L ...................... $30.99  
Three Olives (all types) ...................1L ........................... $19.99 
Tito’s Vodka .....................................1.75L ...................... $31.99 

RUM 
Bacardi Light & Gold .......................750ml...................... $13.99 
Bacardi Light & Gold .......................1.75L ...................... $20.99  
Captain Morgan Spice .....................1.75L ...................... $26.99 
Malibu..............................................750ml...................... $21.99 
Malibu..............................................1.75L ...................... $31.99   

TEQUILA 
Deleon Blanco Tequila ....................750ml...................... $37.99 
Deleon Blanco Tequila ....................1.75L ...................... $59.99  
Patron Silver....................................750ml...................... $46.99 
Patron Silver....................................1.75L ...................... $89.99 
Cantera Negra Coffee Tequila .........750ml ..................... $29.99  

BEER 
Becks (12oz) 24pk ........................... 24pk....................... $29.99 
Blue Moon ....................................... 24pk ...................... $36.49  
Bud and Bud Lite cans ..................... 30pk ...................... $25.99  
Bud and Bud Lite loose bottles ........ 24pk ...................... $22.99  
Coors Lite (24oz) cans..................... 12pk ...................... $18.99 
Coors Lite/Miller Lite loose bottles . 24pk ...................... $23.99  
Coors Lite/Miller Lite ...................... 30pk....................... $26.99  
Corona/Corona Lite loose bottles .... 24pk ...................... $32.99  
Dab (16oz) cans ............................... 24pk ...................... $26.99  
Founders All Day IPA....................... 15pk ...................... $17.49  
Heineken/Heineken Lite bottles ...... 24pk ...................... $32.99  
Land Shark....................................... 24pk ...................... $29.99  
Lech (500ml) ................................... 20pk ...................... $32.99  
Modelo Especial cans...................... 24pk ...................... $29.99 
Pabst Blue Ribbon cans................... 30pk ...................... $20.99  
Pilsner Urquell ................................ 24pk ...................... $30.99  
Sam Adams Boston Lager .............. 24pk ...................... $34.99 
Stella Artois loose bottles................ 24pk ...................... $32.99  
Super Bock....................................... 24pk....................... $31.99 
Yuengling Lager bottles................... 24pk ...................... $23.99  
Zywiec (11.2oz) .............................. 24pk ...................... $21.99 

ABC prices prevail other prices, limited to store inventory.  
Not responsible for typographical errors.  

Prices may vary.

“Cold or warm Beer = Same Price” 
“Visit the store for more In-Store Specials!”

Like us on Facebook: Facebook.com/metrolinden and Facebook.com/wittyswines
Hours: Mon. thru Wed. 9am - 9pm, Thur. - Sat. 9am - 10pm, Sun. 10am - 7pm

1179 WEST ST. GEORGES AVE. 
(RT. 27) LINDEN, NJ 07036 

email: metroliquors@gmail.com

TWO 
LOCATIONS

q t y ]

WINE 
Bartenura Moscato ...................................750ml............. $12.99 
Barone Fini Pinot Grigio ..........................750ml............. $11.99 
Beringer White Zinfandel.........................750ml ............ $  5.99 
Beringer White Zinfandel.........................1.5L ............... $  9.49  
Black Box (All Types)...............................3L .................. $19.99 
Carnivor Cabernet Sauvignon...................750ml............. $10.99 
Casal Garcia Vinho Verde ........................1L .................. $  6.99 
Cavit (All Types) ......................................1.5L ............... $15.99 
Clos du Bois Chardonnay ........................1.5 L .............. $19.99 
Dom Perignon...........................................750ml........... $264.99 
Dreaming Tree (All Types).......................750ml............. $13.99 
Ecco Domani Pinot Grigio........................750ml ............ $11.99 
Adagio Pinot Grigio ..................................1.5L ............... $10.99 
Freixenet Brut, Extra, Extra Dry..............750ml ............ $10.99 
Gato Negro (All Types) ............................1.5L ............... $  9.99 
Gazela Vinho Verde ..................................750ml............. $  6.49 
Joseph Carr Cabernet Sauvignon.............750ml............. $29.99 
Kendall Jackson Vintners Chardonnay ....750ml ............ $13.99 
Kim Crawford Sauvignon Blanc ..............750ml ............ $14.99 
Louis Jadot Beaujolais Villages ..............750ml ............ $13.99 
Louis Jadot Pouilly Fuisse ......................750ml ............ $26.99 
Martini & Rossi Asti ................................750ml ............ $11.97 
Menage a Trois Red .................................750ml ............ $10.49 
Mi Amore Red...........................................750ml ............ $  8.99 
Moet Imperial Champagne.......................750ml............. $49.99 
Noble Wine 337, 667................................750ml............. $11.99 
Papi (All Types) .......................................1.5L ............... $11.99 
Ruffino Chianti .........................................750ml ............ $  9.99 
Ruffino Chianti .........................................1.5L ............... $14.99  
Ruffino Pinot Grigio .................................1.5L ............... $14.99 
Ruffino Tan label  ....................................750ml ............ $21.99 
Santa Margerita Pinot Grigio...................750ml ............ $22.09 
Silver Oak Alexander Valley Cabernet ....750ml ............ $89.99 
Simi Chardonnay......................................750ml............. $13.09 
Woodbridge (All Types) ..........................1.5L ............... $12.49

Hours: Mon. thru Sat. 9am - 10pm, Sun: 11am - 8pm


