
Published by Renna Media, LLC. On-line at RennaMedia.com Issue 148 • March 2023    

FREE

UNION’S HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

*E
CR

W
SS

ED
DM

**
**

 

PO
ST

AL
 P

AT
RO

N 
UN

IO
N,

 N
J 

07
08

3
EC

RW
SS

P
R

S
R

T
 S

T
D

 
U

.S
. 

P
O

S
TA

G
E

  
P

A
ID

 
B

R
ID

G
E

P
O

R
T

 C
T

 
P

E
R

M
IT

 N
O

.3
90

CALL FOR DETAILS 
908-418-5586

GROW YOUR 
BUSINESS

Place your ad 
in this space 

and be in 
every mailbox 

in town!

Parties • events • Fund Raisers 
Let our cigar roller entertain and captivate your guests at your  
BBQ, party, or charity fund raiser. Contact Shari 908-403-7383

Gift Certificates Available

$5 OFF
FREE EXPRESSO, GLASSES AND ICE.

17 W. Westfield Ave. 
Roselle Park, NJ 

908-241-8764 
caciquecigarsshop.com

WITH THIS 
COUPON 

Exp. 3/31/23

ROSELLE PARK PARTNERSHIP JOINS UP WITH 
THE GREATER UNION TOWNSHIP CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

excited to become a part of this growing and active Chamber. 
We will do all that we can to encourage our local businesses 
to make the most of this special opportunity.” 

Greater Union Chamber Board President Marie Maguire 
added, “ Roselle Park businesses who join the Chamber will 
find more than 50 member benefits to help them succeed in 
these challenging times and we are thrilled to include them in 
all that we do.” 

The Greater Union Township Chamber of Commerce is an 
association of almost 400 businesses. Its mission is to 
promote, unite, represent and strengthen its members through 
networking opportunities, special events and a variety of 
economic initiatives. 

For more info, or to join the Chamber of Commerce, visit: 
unionchamber.com/benefits-of-membership, or contact (908) 
688-2777, executivedirector@unionchamber.com.

(above) On Thursday January 26, 2023, officials of the Greater Union Township Chamber of Commerce and the Borough 
of Roselle Park gathered at Meridia on Westfield to announce their new partnership to support the local Roselle Park 

business community. The “Meet and Greet” style event included Roselle Park Mayor Joseph Signorello III, members of 
Borough Council, several Roselle Park small business owners, the Greater Union Township Chamber of Commerce 

Executive Director/CEO James Masterson, and various Chamber of Commerce officials.
Courtesy photo

The Greater Union Township Chamber of Commerce 
(GUCC) Board of Directors formally welcomed the 
Borough of Roselle Park as a new addition to its association 
at a ceremony recently held at Meridia on Westfield Luxury 
Apartments in the Borough. Officials from both Union and 
Roselle Park were in attendance to mark the occasion. 

“Although our Chamber has always welcomed businesses 
from outside the Union area to its membership roster, this is 
the first formal expansion of our organization that will bring 
the Roselle Park community under our auspices so that they 
may avail themselves of our member benefits and to have 
our Chamber represent and promote Borough businesses, 
said Union Chamber CEO James Masterson.  “We warmly 
welcome them and will do all that we can to assist each 
business.” 

Roselle Park Mayor Joseph Signorello said, “ We are 
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SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone 
you know accomplish something amazing? 
We are interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your 
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

 
ADVERTISING 

Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ Spirit of Union

908-760-0583

Are you ready to go from Winter to Spring?  
CALL TODAY FOR ALL YOUR HEATING, AIR CONDITIONING,  
AND FUEL NEEDS 

Now is the time to get your air conditioning ready for spring. If your air conditioning system  
is over 15 years old, you may want to consider a more efficient replacement. 
Avoid last minute emergencies during the hot uncomfortable weather. Let the experts  
at Woolley evaluate your cooling and heating needs and provide you with a FREE  
no obligation estimate. We are a full-service installation, maintenance, and repair company.  
In need of a tune-up? We provide that too, along with Woolley Extra Care Service Plans.

N. Woolley Master HVACR  
contractor Lic. # 1261

We will continue to offer the same great  
service delivered to REEL-STRONG  
customers. The addition of REEL-STRONG  
represents an exciting opportunity for  
WOOLLEY to do more for our customers.  
You will still find the same reliable  
technicians and office staff from  
REEL-STRONG now at WOOLLEY HOME.

Woolley Home Solutions is a family-owned  
and operated company providing over  
99 years of honest, high-quality service. 
 
Our mission is simple - to be your trusted,  
total home comfort solutions provider.

WOOLLEY’S PROUD PARTNERSwoolleyfuel.com

SUPPORTING CHILDREN COPING WITH LOSS  
WEBINAR, MARCH 21

CEUs are available for social workers with a 
$30 registration fee. For those who do not need 
CEUs, a $30 donation is appreciated, but not 
required. 

Those interested in the Spanish-speaking 
webinar do not need to register, but may contact 
Imagine’s Training and Education Director, 
Veronica Ortiz at veronica@imaginenj.org to 
receive the link to join the webinar. 

Please join Imagine in our effort to create 
supportive communities for children who are 
grieving. To register for the English-speaking 
webinar, please scan the QR code below or visit 
imaginenj.org.

Children will experience different losses in 
life: divorce, moving, friendships ending, sports 
injuries or the death of a friend or family member. 
Imagine, A Center for Coping with Loss is 
working to create grief informed communities 
where children will be surrounded by adults who 
are able to provide support as they cope with 
these losses. 

On Tuesday, March 21st from 7:00–8:30 p.m., 
Imagine will offer a webinar on Supporting 
Children Coping with Loss for anyone who wants 
to learn how to support a child who is grieving. 
While loss due to death will be the primary focus 
of this webinar, the concepts that will be 
presented are applicable to all types of loss. It is 
especially important for parents and 
grandparents, guardians, teachers, members of 
community organizations, coaches, therapists, 
counselors, and social workers to attend this 
program. The webinar will be offered in both 
English and Spanish.  
THOSE WHO ATTEND WILL BE ABLE TO: 
1. Define the terms “loss,” “grief,” and 

“mourning” 
2. Understand the different types of loss and the 

impact of those losses 
3. Identify similarities and differences on how 

children, teens, and adults experience their 
grief 

4. Learn how to support someone who is 
grieving 
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SHINING STARS GALA SET FOR MARCH 14TH
who will auction off dinner experiences at his 
famous New Jersey eateries, including a 
personalized dinner for four. 

“Our first gala in 2019 was a great success and 
we can’t wait for what will be another magical 
evening,” noted Shining Stars Network President 
and co-founder Mike Curci. “Park Chateau is one 
of the finest venues in the country, and we’re 
excited for our Shining Stars families, friends and 
supporters to enjoy this special night together.” 

Individual tickets are $175 and a table of 10 
can be purchased for $1500 (a savings of $250). 
Email your request to 
ShiningStarsNetwork@gmail.com. Please 
mention “gala tickets” in the subject line. Venmo, 
checks and credit cards are gladly accepted. 
Sponsorship opportunities and journal ads are 
also available. 

The Gala will start a big year for the Shining 
Stars, who will take to the stage for their 
“Evening of Shining Stars Talent Show" on 
Saturday May 13th at the Union County 
Performing Arts Center in Rahway. 

On Saturday August 5th, history will be made 
when the Shining Stars make their Paper Mill 
Playhouse main stage debut, becoming the first 

special needs show to perform a full production 
on that iconic venue. Tickets for “The Greatest 
Show” — which will feature songs from 
Broadway and movies — will go on sale in late 
spring. 

“We’re honored and thrilled to be co-
producing a show with the esteemed Paper Mill 
team,” added Curci. “Our brookside cabaret at 
Paper Mill last September was an overwhelming 
success and to see our stars on the main stage this 
August will be a dream come true.” 

The Camp Shine Summer Workshop will take 
place in late August, and the Stars will cap off the 
year with their annual “Christmas Spectacular” 
on Friday, December 1st. 

“Shining Stars is all about being inclusive and 
giving our performers a chance to shine on stage 
while creating lasting memories,” noted co-
founder and show director Sally Curci. “These 
opportunities build all-important self-esteem and 
self-confidence. Through the journey, our cast 
members and their high school buddies create 
bonds and friendships that they’ll always 
remember.” 

For more information on the organization or 
events, please visit ShiningStarsNetwork.org.

Shining Stars Network, a non profit 
organization that creates opportunities in the 
performing arts for the special needs community, 
kicks off their 11th year with their 2nd “Reach 
for the Stars” Gala, set for Tuesday, March 14th 
at the elegant Park Chateau Estate & Gardens in 
East Brunswick. 

The evening, which will begin at 6:00 p.m., 
will feature a five-star cocktail hour, open bar, 
dinner and dessert. Highlights of the evening 
include performances by the Shining Stars cast 
and buddies, live and silent auctions and a 50/50. 
Special guest will be celebrity chef and 
restaurateur David Burke, of Iron Chef America, 

HANDYMAN
Mr. Reliable 
908-462-4755

20% OFF 
For Seniors
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CHIMNEY & ROOFING SPECIALISTS
Family 

Owned & 
Operated For 

20 Years

ROOFING

MASONRY

GUTTERS

CHIMNEY
• CLEANING 
• RE-LINE 
• REPAIRS 
• REBUILD 
• CAPPING

• CLEANING 
• INSTALLATION 
• SCREENING 
• REPAIRS 
• REPLACEMENTS

• RE-ROOF 
• NEW ROOF 
• ROOF REPAIRS 
• SHINGLES 
• FLAT ROOF

• Protect your house from heat transfer combustibles 
• Protect the masonry from the corrosive by products of 

combustion 
• Provide a correctly sized flue for optimum efficiency 

of appliance

CHIMNEY LINER 

        $1,300
WHY SHOULD I USE A CHIMNEY LINING SYSTEM?

COMPLETE SET OF STEPS 
Up to 6 Feet, 5 Steps / Brick, Limestone & Concrete 

    $3,400

Carbon Monoxide  
is invisible, 
odorless,  

and can kill you!

You Home Improvement Connection

ROOFING

CHIMNEYS

GUTTERS

SIDING

MASONRY

STEPS FOUNDATIONS

MURSELI PRO CONSTRUCTION 

908-361-6372 
1-800-650-0968

• All Work Guaranteed 
• 24/7 Emergency Service 
• 15% Senior Discount 
• Major Credit Cards 
• NJ Lic. 13VH08570100

MARCH CHIMNEY SPECIAL  

Only $1,600 
FOR CHIMNEY UP TO 3 FEET 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Some restrictions apply. Expires 3/31/23.

$400 OFF 
ANY FOUNDATION JOB  

OF $2000 OR MORE 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Some restrictions apply. Expires 3/31/23.

$150 
GUTTERS CLEANING 

(Any Average House) 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 3/31/23.

$200 OFF 
ANY ROOF REPAIR 
of $1,000 or more 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Expires 3/31/23.

$200 OFF 
ANY CHIMNEY REPAIR 

of $800 or more 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 3/31/23.

• DRIVEWAYS 
• STEPS 
• BRICK & BLOCK 
• SIDEWALKS 
• REPAIR

FOUNDATION
• NEW  

FUNDATIONS 
• REPAIRS 
• WATERPROOFING

Save $1,000 
ON ROOF 

REPLACEMENT 
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Some restrictions apply. Expires 3/31/23.

With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires March 31, 2023.

BEFORE AFTER

With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires March 31, 2023.

Easy & 
Effective 
Cleaning Long Term Preservation

Special

Special
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SEEKING CANDIDATES FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AWARD
The First Congregational Church of Westfield 

Board of Outreach Ministries is currently seeking 
nominations for the annual Marc Wesley Hardy 
Human Rights Award for 2023. Candidates for 
this scholarship must be young adults between 
the ages of 16-22, living in Westfield or the 
greater Union County area, who have 
distinguished themselves in the area of human 
rights. The selected individual will have 

demonstrated the following: 
openness and friendliness to persons of all 

races, creeds and nationalities; involvement and 
leadership in organizations and activities 
committed to improving human relations; 
extraordinary personal dignity; 

the willingness to risk for what he or she 
believes is right; absolute acceptance of others; 
respect for diversity; 

great personal integrity; deep caring and 
willingness to listen; the strength and ability to 
lead by example. 

The award is named in honor of Marc Wesley 
Hardy, a talented and promising student and a 
member of First Congregational Church of 
Westfield, who was tragically killed in a car 
accident in 1990 shortly before his graduation 
from Westfield High School. Marc was a national 
merit scholar, a gifted singer and actor, and was 

(above) Marc Wesley Hardy
Courtesy photo

exceptionally active in the preservation of human 
rights. Because of his dedication and 
commitment to social justice, this award was 
established in his memory. 

Nominees for the award may be either self-
nominated or nominated by a teacher, school 
official, or another individual not in the 
nominee’s immediate family, who is familiar 
with the nominee’s background and qualities that 
exemplify Marc Hardy’s commitment to human 
rights. To nominate an individual for the Award, 
original documents of the following must be 
submitted: 

For full information, please visit: 
fccofwestfield.org/marc-hardy-human-rights-
award. 

The deadline for submitting nominations is 
April 21, 2023. The award will be presented later 
this spring.

FREE COURSE ON 
MENTAL ILLNESS

The NAMI Family-to-Family Education 
Course will be offered by the Union County 
Chapter of NAMI (National Alliance on Mental 
Illness). The course will start on Thursday 
evening, March 9, 2023 and meet each Thursday 
over a consecutive 9-week period. It is free-of-
charge, with all necessary materials furnished at 
no cost.  

The course is offered specifically to the 
parents, siblings, spouses, teen-age and adult 
children, and significant others of individuals 
with severe and persistent mental illness. The 
program is not appropriate for individuals who, 
themselves, suffer from one of the major mental 
disorders. This course is taught by NAMI 
members who have completed intensive training. 

Curriculum topics include: schizophrenia, 
bipolar disorder (manic depression), clinical 
depression, panic disorder, obsessive-compulsive 
disorder, etc., the clinical treatment of these 
illnesses, and how caregivers can learn to cope 
more effectively. Attendees will learn about new 
research, medications, skills needed to 
successfully communicate with a relative, and 
how to deal with critical periods. 

Capacity is limited. To register, or if you have 
any questions, please contact Pat Roman at 
(732) 397-8123, or via email at: 
patroman2@aol.com. Please include F2F Course 
in the subject line. A F2F instructor will contact 
you with the details.
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ISAAC LIMA OF ROSELLE PARK NAMED 2023 CHAMPION 
CHILDREN’S MIRACLE NETWORK HOSPITALS

two lengthy emergency surgeries, Isaac was 
transferred to CSH and began therapies, 
including extensive physical rehabilitation to help 
him regain some mobility and psychiatry to help 
him process the severity of his injury and 
acclimate to life in a wheelchair. 

Immediately after his accident, Isaac had shut 
down emotionally and was experiencing extreme 
bouts of anger and depression. At CSH he found 
hope and his energetic, kindhearted, and fearless 
spirit began to shine once again. His goal now is 
to spread awareness about mental health in 
children of different abilities. 

“We are so excited to have Isaac as our 
champion in 2023,” said Keely Davenport, 
Associate Director of Children’s Miracle 
Network Hospitals at CSH. “Isaac’s story of 

perseverance and his infectious spirit makes him 
the perfect ambassador for our hospital. He will 
honorably represent the thousands of patients that 
are treated at CSH each year.” 

When you see Isaac’s photo at your local 
Costco, Walmart, Sams Club or other CMNH 
retail partner, 100% of your donation at checkout 
will support the 35,000 children who receive life-
changing care at CSH each year. To learn more 
about Isaac and make a donation to CSH 
Foundation in his honor visit bit.ly/isaaccmnh.

(above) Isaac Lima, 2023 Children’s Miracle 
Network Hospitals New Jersey Champion.

Children’s Specialized Hospital (CSH) is 
proud to announce the 2023 Children’s Miracle 
Network Hospitals (CMNH) New Jersey 
Champion, Isaac Lima of Roselle Park, NJ. 

Each year, participating hospitals identify a 
“Champion” in each of their communities to 
serve as the face for children treated at their local 
children’s hospital. These ambassadors spend the 
year advocating for the charitable needs of 
children’s hospitals across North America. Isaac 
will be representing Children’s Specialized 
Hospital, central and northern New Jersey’s local 
Children’s Miracle Network hospital. 

Isaac was a happy, active teenage boy until he 
experienced a tragic accident at cheer practice 
that caused a C4 complete spinal cord injury 
leaving him paralyzed from the neck down. After 

908-251-9441 
Mrhandyman.com 

License number: 13VH09897400

- NO JOB TOO SMALL - 
- 100% SERVICE GUARANTEE - 

- 2500+ POSITIVE ONLINE REVIEWS -

10% DISCOUNT
On labor only, materials not included. Cannot be combined with other offers. Exp. 3/31/23.
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908-688-8884 Mon.-Fri. 6am-4pm / Sat. 6:30am-2pm 

558 RAHWAY AVENUE, UNION (down the street from Comcast)

 The Area’s Finest Sandwiches, Subs & Salads

$2 OFF 
ANY PURCHASE 

OF $16 OR MORE

$10 OFF 
ANY CATERING JOB 
OF $99 OR MORE

$20 OFF 
ANY CATERING JOB 
OF $150 OR MORE

$5 OFF 
ANY PURCHASE 

OF $35 OR MORE
Cozy Corner • 558 Rahway Ave, Union 
With this coupon. Not valid with other  

offers. Offer expires 3/31/23.

Cozy Corner • 558 Rahway Ave, Union 
With this coupon. Not valid with other  

offers. Offer expires 3/31/23

Cozy Corner • 558 Rahway Ave, Union 
With this coupon. Not valid with other  

offers. Offer expires 3/31/23.

Cozy Corner • 558 Rahway Ave, Union 
With this coupon. Not valid with other  

offers. Offer expires 3/31/23.

www.cozycornerdeli.net (for catering menu)

Serving Our Community For Over 30 Years 
3-6 Foot Subs & Party Platters Available 

Call Ahead For Quick Pick-Up or Delivery

ST PATRICK’S DAY 
CATERING

Place your order today for 
Corned Beef and Cabbage 
platters and sandwiches for 
your St. Patty’s Day party.

UNION MUNICIPAL 
BAND CONCERT

The Union Municipal Band, under the 
direction of Howard Toplansky will present a free 
concert on Monday evening, March 13, 2023. 
The concert will be held at Hannah Caldwell 
School Auditorium, 1120 Commerce Avenue, 
Union, NJ at 7:30 p.m. Admission is free and the 
public is cordially invited to attend. 

This winter concert will feature music from 
Broadway, traditional band music, marches, 
waltzes and a variety of concert classics. The 
concert will include the following selections: 
“Seascape Overture”, “Highlander Suite”, “Solid 
Men to the Front March”, “Night and Day”, “Let 
Me Call You Sweetheart”, selections from Guys 
and Dolls and other favorites.  

The band would like to invite musicians, 
including High School students, from Union and 
the surrounding communities to join the group. 
If you are interested please call the Recreation 
Department at 908-686-4200.

UNION TOWNSHIP CHAMBER 
PLANS 66TH ANNUAL GALA

“Get Your Kicks at the Chamber’s 66th.”  This 
is the theme of the Greater Union Township 
Chamber of Commerce’s 66th Annual Gala, 
scheduled for Thursday evening, May 4, at the 
Galloping Hill Caterers in Union.  

The event will feature a number of awards to 
be given to various business and community 
groups. 

“Since its last Gala, the Chamber has made 
remarkable strides in its growth and success, such 
as welcoming the Roselle Park business 
community under its auspices, providing health 
insurance plans for small businesses and other 
achievements,” said Chamber CEO James 
Masterson. “We are grateful to our Board of 
Directors, members and local officials for their 
support, we also salute all our honorees for their 
dedication to our business and civic 
communities.” 

In addition, the following individuals will be 
reinstalled as officers for the coming year: 
President – Marie Maguire, BCB Community 
Bank; Senior Vice President – Claudia 
Schiavone, Northfield Bank; Immediate Past 
President – David Arminio, Friends of the Union 
Library;  Vice President of Programming – 
Sharon Patel, Patel Printing Plus; Vice President, 
Finance - Julie D’Aloia, Connect One Bank; Vice 
President Membership – Joseph Stampone, 
Major Printing Company; and Vice President of 
Business Support and Engagement – Jeff Morton 
of Shake A Paw Center for Rescue and Adoption.   

Masterson added that the Chamber is currently 
accepting ticket reservations, sponsorships, and 
door prize donations for the event. To participate, 
go to unionchamber.com/events or contact him 
by calling 908-688-2777, or by emailing 
executivedirector@unionchamber.com.

AUTHOR TALK 
UNION TOWNSHIP  

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
On Sunday, March 26, at 2 p.m. at Connecticut 

Farms Presbyterian Church, 888 Stuyvesant 
Avenue, Joanne Rajoppi will present "20th 
Century Women," based on her new book of the 
same name. In her talk Ms. Rajoppi will trace the 
course women traveled toward equality in society 
and opportunity in education and employment 
during times of changing cultural values.  Her 
non-fiction work focuses on six women, all 
members of the Hamilton family, and recounts 
their journeys to independence.  

Joanne, also a historian, is the author of three 
other books, two of which focus on the Civil War 
and its aftermath. In addition, she's a contributor 
to the Crossroads of the American Revolution's 
Meet Your Revolutionary Neighbors. Joanne 
serves as President of the Union County 
Historical Society and is a member of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution. She 
chaired the 150th anniversary commemoration of 
the Union County Courthouse and its Civil War 
exhibit. Admission to the talk is free.  
Refreshments will be served.  For more 
information, please call 908-591-4377.

PAYLESS ROOFING 
Roofing – Siding – Chimney Repairs 

Roof Coatings - Flat Roofs 
Power Washing  

• Same Phone # for 20 Years • 

Call 908-486-0866 
or 973-906-8404 

   Lic # 13VH00418100
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MARCH EVENTS AT UNION PUBLIC LIBRARY

Oscar-Winning Musicals with the Caponegros 
Tues., 3/7 at 7:00 pm - ZOOM 

Did you know that there are 89 Academy 
Award-winning songs? Join us and we promise 

you will leave humming for a week. 
Guerrilla Girls: The Art of Behaving Badly 

Mon. 3/13 at 7:00 pm - ZOOM 
Since 1984, an anonymous group of activist 

women artists, The Guerrilla Girls, have been 
fighting to expose biases in the art world. They 
wear gorilla masks in public and take the names 

of dead women artists as pseudonyms. Learn 
how these women have used wit and irony to 

tackle issues of gender and racial discrimination 
to celebrate Women's History Month. Co-

sponsored by the Union Township Historical 
Society. Presented by Janet Cohen Mandel, art 

historian. 

Neighborhood Stories with David and Kathy 
Arminio (In- person at Vauxhall Branch) 

Wed., 3/15 @ 6:30 pm 
Get to know a little bit about your neighbors 

and share your stories with them. The Arminios 
go back generations, so they have plenty to tell! 

Off the Shelf Book Club (Zoom) 
Thurs., 3/16 @7:00 pm  

New members are always welcome. This 
month's title is The Warmth of Other Suns by 

Isabel Wilkerson. 
Animal Crossing Open Hours (Nintendo Switch) 

Fri., 3/17 from 3-5pm 
Come explore UPL Island! Check out our 

inclusive virtual library building that serves 
children, teens, and adults. Discover our Mario-
themed maze, shake fruit/money trees, shop at 
Nooks & Abels, help craft DIYs, and leave a 
message on the bulletin board. There will be 

freebies! To visit our island, you must add us as 
a friend before entering the island. Our UPL 

Nintendo friend code is SW-4027-1837-6212. 
Hilton Readers Book Discussion Group 

(In-person at the Vauxhall Branch) 
Wed. 3/22 at 6:00 pm 

Members discuss their favorite books and 
authors, and new members are always welcome. 
This month’s title is We Are Not Like Them by 

Christine Pride. 
News from Ukraine (Zoom) 

Wed., 3/22@ 7:00 pm 
Michael Andrec from the Ukrainian History and 

Education Center discusses recent events in 
Ukraine related to the Russian invasion and the 

impact of those events on the societal and 
cultural landscape in Ukraine. Drawing on his 
native-level proficiency in Ukrainian, he will 

present topics that may not have reached 
English-language media and his knowledge of 

Ukrainian history and culture. 
Adult Watercolor Florals Workshop 

(In person at Main Library) 
Sat., 3/25 @ 10:30 am -12:00 pm 

Swetha Swenoy returns to UPL to teach 
watercolor florals for beginners! All materials 
will be provided. This activity is part of our NJ 

Makers Day celebration. 
Jump Start Your Job Search (Zoom)  

Thurs., 3/30 @ 7:00 pm 
Whether you’re looking for a job or considering 

a career change, this workshop offers tips to 
help you develop your personal brand, grow 

your network, navigate the modern job search, 
and update your resume. Presented by AARP.

1060 Stuyvesant Ave, Union• 123 Hilton Ave, Vauxhall, NJ 07088 • 908-851-5450 •Email unionpl@uplnj.org • https://uplnj.org/ 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 9 AM - 8 PM; Wednesday, Friday, Saturday: 9 AM - 5 PM; Sunday: Closed

Beginners Flow Yoga (Zoom) 
Thursdays @ 6:00 pm  

This class will lead you through the foundations 
of yoga postures, body awareness, alignment, 

mind relaxation, and a connection with the 
breath. You will learn to improve muscle 

strength, promote flexibility, and build your 
own yoga program for your mind and body. 

Drop-In and Knit with Beyond Yarn 
(In-person at Main Library) 
Mon., 3/6 @ 6:30 pm & 
Tues., 3/7 @ 10:30 am 

Whether you're an expert knitter or just want to 
learn how this is your chance to talk with an 

expert. Bring your own materials and projects 
and join us. Adults and teens are welcome. This 

program takes place at the Main Library. 
Registration is required, as space is limited.  

Since 1947... 
The Most Trusted Name in  

Transmission and AutoCare®

Trusted Quality, Service & Value
Your One-Stop Service Center  
for All Your AutoCare Needs!
• Free “Peace of Mind” Inspection 

• Free Towing with Major Repairs 

• Nationwide Warranty 

• Expert Transmission  
and Auto Repair 

• Foreign and Domestic 

• Cars, Vans, SUVs, Trucks, RVs 

• Automatic and Standard  
Transmissions

Family Owned & Operated 
Serving Union Since 1964 

1415 Stuyvesant Ave, Union, NJ 

908-687-0300 
Our Goal: Customers for Life 

Financing Available 
www.UnionLeeMyles.com
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COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
ALL PHASES OF ELECTRICAL WORK 
• FIXTURES • OUTLETS • PANEL CHANGE  
• SECURITY • HIGHHATS • CEILING FANS

WIRED RITE 
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

201-600-3530

Free 
Estimates

Senior 
Citizen  

Discount

24 Hour 
Emergency Service

Today’s Solution to Yesterday’s Pollution

      Call: 908.964.2717 
www.OilTankSolutions.com 
Located in Kenilworth, NJ

We are your professional environmental 
contractor with over 40 years of experience!

OIL TANK REMOVAL 
SPRING SPECIAL $1,495

RAHWAY’S
FISHING FLEA MARKET 
SATURDAY, MARCH 18, 2023 

9 am to 2 pm  

ST. THOMAS CHURCH HALL 
1400 St. Georges Ave, Rahway NJ 

*Door Prizes Every Half Hour* 
Food and Refreshments, New-Used-Antique 

  Fishing and Boating Items 

  *Tackle Store Blowouts* 
Admission: $5, Kids under 12 - FREE 

Info: 732-381-2165 
Email: info@fishingfleamarkets.com

SUPPORTING FOOD SECURITY IN UNION COUNTY
go to bed hungry, or wonder where their next 
meal will come from. Under the sponsorship of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Springfield, the 
Alliance seeks to approach the issue of food 
security in Union County with a three-prong 
tactic of increasing availability of healthier food, 
coordinating their distribution, and promoting 
their right use in the kitchen. These objectives 
are achieved through the establishment of a 
Community Pantry and Community Kitchen 
that will operate from the Parish House, located 
at 37 Church Mall, Springfield. 

“Recognizing that economic insecurity is a 
primary driver of nutrition related health issues, 
and that community members in food insecure 
settings are forced to make difficult decisions 
around food on a daily basis, the Alliance has 
come together to leverage the work of existing 
organizations and identify innovative solutions 
to help more people – including children and 
seniors – with food security and avoiding 
difficult tradeoffs between necessities like food 
and medicine,” stated Acting Executive Director 
of the SHARE Alliance Rev. Dr. Roberto Fois. 
“The generous donation from our neighbors at 
the Atlantic Federal Credit Union reflects the 
community spirit that will help us to promote 
better health and strengthen family cohesion in 
communities throughout Union County.” 

Information about the availability of services 
from the SHARE Alliance Community Kitchen 
and Pantry can be found on-line through the 
First Presbyterian Church of Springfield at 
springfieldpresbyterian.org. The SHARE 
Alliance can also be reached at info@SHARE-
Alliance.net.

(above, l-r) S.H.A.R.E. Alliance: Rev. Dr. Roberto Fois, Andrea Holley-Blair, Russell Hovland, 
Rev. Reginald Harris, Jim Bover, Carol Kaiser; Atlantic Federal Credit Union:  Anthony A. Mero, 

CEO; and Carla White-Garrett, Community Engagement Representative.
Courtesy photo

The SHARE Alliance (the “Alliance"), a 
newly formed 501(c)(3) organization dedicated 
to addressing food security concerns in the 
County of Union, NJ, recently received a $3,000 
donation from the Springfield-based Atlantic 
Federal Credit Union to support the Alliance’s 
mission to help community members in need. 

“As a community-chartered Credit Union, we 
succeed when our Members, neighbors and the 
greater community succeed,” stated Atlantic 
Federal Credit Union Chief Executive Officer 
Anthony A. Mero. “We are honored to be able to 
support the SHARE Alliance as the team offers 
critical resources to put local families on the 
path to success through food security and 
education.” 

The Atlantic Federal Credit Union is a not-
for-profit financial cooperative providing 
banking services to residents and businesses in 
Union and Essex counties. For more than 85 
years, the Atlantic Federal Credit Union has 
focused on delivering competitive rates on 
deposit accounts, low fees, and attractive rates 
on loans. In addition, the Credit Union regularly 
contributes to the social and economic wellbeing 
of the communities it serves by volunteering and 
donating to local charitable organizations. 

More information about the Atlantic Federal 
Credit Union, including membership available 
to those who live, work, worship, attend school 
or conduct business in Union or Essex counties, 
is available at web.atlfedcu.com. 

The S.H.A.R.E. (Sowing Hope and Reaping 
Equity) Alliance is a consortium of several 
congregations and other interested parties, is 
dedicated to the proposition that no one should 

SUBURBAN PAVING COMPANY
Specializing in Asphalt Driveways, Parking Lots,  
Belgium Block Curbing, Sidewalks, Seal Coating 

908-925-0444 
908-928-0031

Serving All 
Union County

We need 30 Ugly Homes with Ugly Kitchens, 
Bathrooms, Siding, Window, etc., Inside or Outside 
that need fixing or Remodeling. We will Repair and 
Remodel them and shoot video for training film and 
future TV show on Home Remodeling Work. 

Must Sign Release, for purpose of filming job! This 
must be a complete remodeling job, not just patch 
up work. This remodeling is to be specially priced, 
with compensation going back to the homeowner 
for a signed release. 

Serious lnquiries Please!

UGLY HOMES WANTED 
FOR TELEVISION PROGRAM 

IN THIS AREA

CALL 833-375-1472 
Ask for TV Project Department, for job evaluation 

and estimate of cost and compensations!

Tri-State Creations LLC - Lic. #s: NJ-13VH04728900, PA-39104
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OPEN HOUSE AT THE GATEWAY FAMILY YMCA 
The Gateway Family YMCA Offers Membership Madness this March

The Gateway Family YMCA is celebrating 
Membership Madness March 22-24 with an 
YMCA Open House and Membership Special 
open to everyone in the community.  Individuals 
and families are invited to visit and Find Your 
Passion, Find Your Purpose, Find Your Y.  
Swimming, Basketball, Pickleball, Soccer, 
Group Exercise and Water Exercise programs 
are available, as well as Chronic Disease 
Management programs like Blood Pressure 
Self-Monitoring, a Summer Day Camp Open 
House and Parent Information Session, and a 
Community Health Fair with program and 
vaccine information. Located in Elizabeth, 
Rahway and Union, individual YMCA Branch 
event schedules and details are available at 
tgfymca.org/events. 

The YMCA provides programs and services 
with the goal of building community, 
developing youth and creating a safe experience 
for all. New members who join The Gateway 
Family YMCA online at tgfymca.org/join-the-Y 
or in person at the Y will pay $0 Joiner Fee with 
the code SP23 March 22-24!  

“More than ever before, health and family 
need to come first. As a nonprofit community 
organization dedicated to strengthening 
community, the Y is the perfect place to share 
healthy activities with loved ones, create lasting 
memories and make lifestyle changes to 
increase health,” stated Melynda A. Disla, 
President/CEO, The Gateway Family YMCA. 
“We are here to meet the unique needs of our 
community, families, and neighborhood 
partners, every day.” 

The Gateway Family YMCA has served the 
community since 1900, and offers programs 
including Chronic Disease Management and 
Wellness, Youth Sports and Mentorship, 
Swimming Lessons and Drowning Prevention, 
Arts and Academic Enrichment, WISE 
Community Services, Child Care and Summer 
Day Camp, Housing and Social Services. With a 

focus on healthy living, youth development and 
social responsibility, the Y provides a safe and 
supportive community to inspire everyone to find 
balance in spirit mind and body, both in person 
and virtually. 

“Through our digital innovation efforts, we 
have expanded our options and provided the 
flexibly that is important in our members and 
community. The ability to provide 24-hour access 
to recorded content and live virtual group 
exercise and chronic disease management 
programs, enables us to serve our community in 
a unique and innovative way,” stated Rodger D. 
Koerber, EVP, Chief Operating Officer. “At the 
Y, we are here for all, and making wellness, 
nutrition, mental health and enrichment programs 
easy, no matter where you are, is a priority.” 

As an alternative option for individuals who 
wish to participate from home, the YMCA is 
offering a Virtual Group Exercise Open House 
with registration available online at tgfymca.org. 
Throughout the week, the Y will also share 
community health and safety information on their 
Facebook page at facebook.com/ 
GatewayFamilyYMCA highlighting healthy 
family tips, nutritious recipes and exercise 
recommendations.  

The Gateway Family YMCA is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit, health and community service 
organization of caring staff and volunteers 
dedicated to strengthening community through 
Youth Development, Healthy Living and Social 
Responsibility.  The Gateway Family YMCA 
impacts the community by providing quality 
services for all. The Y doesn’t just strengthen 
bodies – it strengthens people, families and 
communities.   

For more information about The Gateway 
Family YMCA, visit www.tgfymca.org or 
contact the Elizabeth Branch 908-355-9622, Five 
Points Branch 908-688-9622, Rahway Branch 
732-388-0057 or the Wellness Center and WISE 
Center Branch at 908-349-9622.

908-322-7800 
567 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains NJ 

www.njdentalcare.com/dentures

If your dentures … 
   • Are loose 
   • Over 5 years old 
   • Have been repaired many times 
Or . . . 
   • You would like to improve your smile 
Then call . . . 
   For an appointment today!  

The doctors at Dentalcare Associates  
will provide all your denture needs.

It’s time for 
new dentures!

ASK ABOUT IMPLANT 
SUPPORTED DENTURES.

• Most Insurances Accepted 
• Interest Free Financing r q

u a

15% SENIOR COURTESY  
Reg. $2995-$3200 per arch   

Additional fees may occur for individual cases 
Present this ad. Not valid with other offers  

or PPO insurance. Exp. 6/30/23 RN
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PARAMOUNT 
PAVING & MASONRY 
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

Plan Ahead. Call today! 
732-850-2200

• Steps  
• Sidewalks  
• Sidewalks  
• Walkways  
• Patios

a u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile 
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall  

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical 
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Electrical Lic. # 14616  
& Plumbing w #8660

• Houses 
• Decks 
• Roofs 
• Patios 
• Driveways 
• Fences 
• Siding 
• Gutters 
• And More

Call, text or email today 
for a free estimate and ask about 

our SPRING CLEANING special! 

(732) 596-7525 
BlueStreakPWNJ@gmail.com

QUILTING CLUB MEETS AT RP LIBRARY
The Quilting Club meets on the 2nd & 4th 

Thursdays of the month at the Roselle Park 
Memorial Library from 1 – 3 p.m.  

No registration or membership is required. 
Participants are from Roselle Park and 

surrounding towns. Newcomers are always 
welcomed. You don’t need any crafting 
experience to enjoy the company of other 
crafters and creative exploration.  

Feel free to bring a project to work on, and / 
or a finished item to show others.

(above) Dianna Roede of Roselle Park

(above, l-r) Anita 
DeSimone of 

Colonia

(above) Diane Fleming of Westfield  
& Nancy Bassman of Scotch Plains

Kris Adams of 
Fanwood, 
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RETIRED POLICEMEN AND FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION LOCAL 3
forgotten. We have over 300 members here in 
Union and Somerset Counties and we keep that 
comradery, and spirit of friendship by supporting 
our retired members, their families, and the 
community when they need help.  

A recent guest speaker at our monthly meeting 
was Special Agent in Charge of the NYC DEA 
office, Frank Tarentino. Agent Tarentino spoke to 
our membership along with officials from 
Kenilworth’s Harding School. The topic of the 
presentation was Fentanyl Awareness and the 
dangers of this drug coming into our country. 

Local 3 also presented a check to the Union 
County Police Chiefs Association. It will go 
towards the new construction of the “Fallen 
Officers Memorial” which is located in front the 
Police Academy in Scotch Plains. Scotch Plains 
Chief Ted Conley accepted the Check from Chief 
Kenneth Grady (Ret) President of Local 3. 

Local 3 also participated in the National Red 
Ribbon week with Harding School officials. 
Harding School Counselor Kristen Jeans 
obtained the red ribbons which were handed out 
at the meeting. National Red Ribbon Week is in 
tribute to slain DEA Agent Enrique Camarena 
who was killed in 1985 in Mexico.

(above) Active and retired members of Local 3 participating in National Red Ribbon Week, 
a tribute to slain DEA Agent Enrique Camarena who was killed in 1985 in Mexico.

(above) Retired Police Chief Kenneth Grady, 
President of  the Retired Policemen and 

Firemen’s Association Local 3 of Union County 
presented a check in the amount of $1,000 to 

Scotch Plains Chief Ted Conley. The donation is 
to go towards the new construction of the 

“Fallen Officers Memorial “ which is under 
construction in front of the John H. Stamler 

Police Academy in Scotch Plains.

(above) Members of the Union County 
Prosecutor’s Office with retired Police Chief 

Kenneth Grady and Special Agent in Charge of 
the NYC DEA Office Frank Tarentino. Special 

Agent Tarentino addressed the members of 
Local 3 on the dangers of fentanyl. Members of 
Harding School were also invited. The meeting 
was in support of National Red Ribbon Week.

The Retired Policemen and Firemen’s 
Association (NJRPFA) Local 3, is comprised of 
members from  of Union and Somerset counties. 
Monthly meetings are held at the Kenilworth 
VFW. 

The NJRPFA was established in 1987 to 
promote and develop a friendly spirit among its 
members, both retired and associate members. 
There are over 3,000 members of the association 
in various county Locals in NJ, as well as Local 
22 in the State of Florida. These members are 
retirees from State, County and Local 
Firefighters, Police, Sheriff, Prosecutors, and 
Attorney General's Office to name a few. These 
members reside in NJ, NY, PA, FL, VA, SC and 
many other states. 

If you live in Union County or Somerset 
County, please consider joining our Local 3 to 
keep abreast of major issues which may impact 
on your retirement benefits and issues that may 
be of value to you. Our yearly dues are $10. For 
more information visit: njrpfa.org/local3/ 

During our careers  as police and firemen, we 
never ignored a call for help from the public, we 
were always there and always ready, and now, 
that we are retired, we ask that we be--- not 
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Advertise  
in 1 or all  
24 towns

Online at RennaMedia.com  
and NJLocalinfo.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET 
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY! 
Tina Renna 908-418-5586 • tinarenna@rennamedia.com 
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • joerenna@rennamedia.com 

202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

Renna Media offers a full  
range of marketing services,  
in print and online, hyper- 
local to regional, for every  
budget and market size. 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
We mail 160,000 newspapers  

to every home and business in  
24 towns. You can advertise  

in any number of towns.  
Ads start at $60. 

FULL COLOR PRINTING 
We print flyers and menus,  

full color, two sided,  
on coated stock for only 

$45 per thousand. 

DIRECT MAIL 
Insert your flyer into the  

newspapers and get it mailed  
to every home and business for  
$60 per thousand and as low as  

$30 per thousand for higher 
quantities. 

ONLINE MARKETING 
Online ads and press releases  
designed and placed to drive  

traffic to your website and get  
your phone ringing. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
We can design and/or manage  
your social media campaign  

from passive to aggressive plans  
customized to work within  

your budget. 

WEBSITE AND 
SEO SERVICES 

Start with an audit/analysis  
of your website giving you a  
report and recommendations  

for $250. 
 

It is highly recommended to  
have a marketing plan and  

budget before spending.   

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A  
FREE CONSULTATION. 

908-447-1295

Marketing 
Toolbox
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FLYERS 

$45 
PER 1,000

MENUS 

$85 
PER 1,000

• GET UNLIMITED CLICKS 
An alternative to expensive pay-per-click programs 

• FREE AD DESIGN AND COPYWRITING 
Advertising webpage includes many features 
including write-up, images, video, Google map, etc. 

• POSTS ARE SHARED THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA 
Posts shared on multiple Facebook pages and twitter. 

• PAID SEARCH ENGINE PROMOTIONS 
Posts are promoted by industry, key words and location. 

• TRACKABLE RESULTS 
All ads include a live view counter.

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

ONLINE ADS & PRESS RELEASES 
DRIVE LOCAL TRAFFIC TO YOUR WEBSITE $10 

PER POST 
Block of 20 for $200 

Single post is $20

Full Color Flyers and Menus Printed and Mailed  
to Every Home and Business in Town!
FLYERS - $45 PER THOUSAND 
8.5" x 11" / Full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock 
Tri-fold add $10 per thousand. Minimum order $450 

LARGE MENUS - PRINTING - $85 PER THOUSAND 
For quantities more than 50,000 cost is $55 per thousand. 
11"x17" / Full color /2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock. Min. order $850 
Includes folding (quarter fold or tri-fold, with or without coupons tab) 

INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS 
$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.) 
Minimum order $400

• SEE WHAT IS WORKING AND NOT WORKING 
Know where your web traffic is coming from and why. 

• ELIMINATE / AVOID COSTLY SCHEMES 
Evaluate the return you are getting from your online marketing costs. 

• INCREASE ONLINE MARKETING RESULTS 
Recommendations include ways to increase traffic to your website 
• NO OBLIGATION 
This service is recommended even if you have an existing  
web management contract. Use it to tune up your marketing plan.

Call for a consultation 
if you do not have a website 

or if need a new one. 
Call Walter at 201-478-7408 
email: wwwinnj@gmail.com

WEBSITE AUDIT/ANALYSIS  
AND RECOMMENDATION PLAN

ONE TIME 
FLAT FEE 

$250

WEBSITE / SEO SERVICES STARTER 
WEBSITE 

$500

Call Walter at 201-478-7408 
email: wwwinnj@gmail.com

• STARTER WEBSITE: $500 
Basic static site that can be developed further 

• WEBSITE CREATION/UPDATE: $2,400  
Cost for average website: 12 pages, contact form, SEO friendly, responsive design 

• WEBSITE HOSTING: $300 PER YEAR 
Includes website hosting, software updates, monthly website content updates 

• SEO SERVICES: AVERAGE COST $1,000 - $2,000 PER MONTH 
Custom tailored solutions: Google Ranking, Local SEO, Social Marketing 

Call for free a consultation if you need  
help developing an online marketing plan.
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KENZAROOFING 
  & CHIMNEY

908-627-9696

• PATIOS• FOUNDATIONS • STEPS

• GUTTERS• ROOFING

$400 OFF 
NEW STEPS 

Expires March 31, 2023

$300 OFF 
ANY ROOF  

REPAIR 
Expires March 31, 2023

$300 OFF 
ANY 
CHIMNEY 
REPAIR 
Expires March 31, 2023

15% OFF 
SENIOR 

DISCOUNT

24/7 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE

FAMILY OWNED 
BUSINESS.

#13VH11991300

• CHIMNIES

$800 OFF 
ANY NEW 
ROOF JOB 

Expires March 31, 2023

Early Bird Specials

$175 
GUTTER CLEANING 

(Average house)

$1,300
CHIMNEY 

LINER

• MASONRY

Before

Before After

After


