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CALL FOR DETAILS 
908-418-5586

GROW YOUR 
BUSINESS

Place your ad 
in this space 

and be in 
every mailbox 

in town!

CHESS MASTER PRODUCT OF ELMORA UPBRINGING

Yaacov’s principal, Rabbi Eleazar Meir Teitz, 
was always very supportive and gave him 
permission to leave school midday to have 
lessons with the world class grandmaster. Yaacov 
remembers that Roman would order 2 huge bagel 
sandwiches, one egg salad and one lox with 
cream cheese, from the then kosher Super Duper 
Bagels across the street from the office, telling 
Yaacov “Big bagels for a big brain.” Like Doc 
Lewis, Roman was generous and never asked for 
compensation. Yaacov suspects that the bagels 
and maybe some free dentistry from his good 
friend were enough payment. 

Yaacov and his friend Mikhail Kruglyak ran 
programs in Elizabeth over the years, most 
notably Mikhail's chess program in Bruriah High 
School in north Elizabeth. He has given many 
lessons to aspiring students in places like 
Warinanco Park and the Dunkin’ Donuts on 
Elmora and Westfield Avenue. 

Yaacov has a long list of accomplishments, 
from the first time he beat a Master at the age of 
12 to achieving his International Master 
distinction. He has made a career of chess, 
traveling the world playing in tournaments and 
teaching. At 12, he also represented New Jersey 
on the All-American Pressman Chessman team. 
At 16 he achieved a National Master title. In 
2002, at the age of 20, he came in 3rd place in the 
Jerusalem Championship, and won in 2003. 

Yaacov secured the title of International 
Master (IM) in 2013 and also won the New 
Jersey championship that year. He is also a 5-time 
World Blitz Champion. 

Though Yaacov moved around throughout his 
life he says, “I am always an Elizabethan chess 
player at heart and proud to represent Elizabeth 
in our royal game!” 

More information about Yaacov can be found 
on his website, YaacovChess.com. Anyone 
interested in hiring Yaacov for chess lessons can 
email him at ChessRebbi24@gmail.com. He also 
has two video courses available on chessable.com 
and Facebook page.

(above, l-r) Pictured are Yaacov Norowitz and 
Dr. Richard Lewis.

(above, l-r) (above, l-r) One of the 2009 Chessaholics teams  
competing  in the United States Amateur Chess Team Championships  

consisted of Joe Renna, NM Yaacov Norowitz, Mikhail Kruglyak  
and captain Dr. Richard Lewis.

Yaacov Norowitz credits his success as an International Master Chess 
player to his upbringing in the Elmora Section of Elizabeth. The 
community was instrumental to cultivating his interest and inherent skill 
at playing the Royal Game. Support and encouragement came form his 
parents, his school principal, and especially form his dentist, Doctor 
Richard “Doc” Lewis. 

Yaacov’s parents, Joe and Suri, moved to Elizabeth from the lower east 
side of Manhattan when Yaacov was 5 years old. They found a “nice, 
friendly Jewish community” which was led at that time by the late Rabbi 
Pinchas Teitz. Yaacov attended elementary and middle school at the 
Jewish Educational Center on 330 Elmora Avenue. 

Yaacov’s dad taught him to play chess one evening when he was 9. His 
father played a lot as a teenager and young adult before getting married. 
Yaacov loved the game and played as much as he could. Around the same 
time, local dentist Richard Lewis started a chess club at Yaacov’s school. 
The 4th grade Yaacov became even more inspired. 

Dr. Lewis saw the raw talent in his student and his enthusiasm to learn. 
He started to bring Yaacov around to chess clubs to get more experience. 
He was a regular at the Kenilworth Chess Club and joined a cadre of 
players that would meet nightly near the stadium in Warinanco Park. 

Yaacov read chess books voraciously, studying from the classics, but 
it wasn’t until Dr. Lewis generously offered to give Yaacov private one-
on-one lessons that his protege would really excel.  

Joe and Suri accepted Doc Lewis’s offer. Yaacov would go to the 
dentist’s office on Elmora Avenue after school for his chess lessons. Like 
his volunteerism at the school, Doc Lewis did not accept any 
compensation. The satisfaction of introducing chess to youngsters was 
satisfaction enough. 

Yaacov continued to study with Doc Lewis at his home in Westfield. 
Lessons would last hours. His dad, who accompanied Yaacov to all his 
lessons, would sometimes doze off during the marathon sessions. 

In a few years Yaacov got close to Doc’s level of play and Doc saw that 
his student was getting too advanced for his lessons. Doc Lewis called on 
a friend, a world class grandmaster named Roman Dzindzichashvilli. 
Roman would come from New York weekely and teach Yaacov at the 
dentist’s office. 
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SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone 
you know accomplish something amazing? 
We are interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your 
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

 
ADVERTISING 

Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ Elmora Hills Monthly

ANCHOR PROPERTY TAX RELIEF
The  State of New Jersey has extended the 

deadline for filing your ANCHOR benefit 
application to February 28, 2023. The Affordable 
New Jersey Communities for Homeowners and 
Renters (ANCHOR) program will provide up to 
$1,500 to homeowners with 2019 gross incomes 
up to $150,000, and up to $1,000 for those with 
gross incomes of between $150,000 and 

$250,000 in that year. ANCHOR is also an 
important program for the tenants, who can 
receive $450 if their gross income was $150,000 
or less in 2019. 

To apply, visit the Division of Taxation’s 
website: nj.gov/treasury/taxation/anchor The 
state has also established an ANCHOR hotline at 
1-888-238–1233.

C.A.R. PROVIDES YOUNG PEOPLE 
WITH LEADERSHIP TRAINING

Training tomorrow’s leaders to serve our 
country and preserve our nation’s history is the 
mission of the Children of the American 
Revolution (C.A.R.). Members honor those who 
came before and paved the way for what we have 
today. 

The nation's oldest and largest patriotic youth 
organization, C.A.R. offers membership to girls 
and boys from birth to age 22 who can prove 
lineal descent from a man or woman who 
supported the cause of American independence. 

Local C.A.R. groups, known as societies, are 
sponsored by chapters of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution (DAR) or Sons of the 
American Revolution. Here in central New 
Jersey, Elizabeth Snyder-Continental Chapter 
DAR in Green Brook sponsors the Pis-Cat-A-
Qua Society C.A.R. Members may participate in 
state and national activities that focus on 
patriotism, service, and education about our 

American heritage. 
Harriett Lothrop, a 19th century children's 

author from Concord, Mass., presented the idea 
for a children's organization to the DAR in 1895. 
Organized "for the training of young people in 
true patriotism and love of country," C.A.R. has 
promoted this vision to hundreds of thousands of 
members over the years. These boys and girls are 
the leaders of yesterday, today and tomorrow. 

New members are welcome. Contact Elizabeth 
Snyder-Continental Chapter DAR at 
ESCchapterDAR@gmail.com, or learn more 
online at NSCAR.org.



Elmora Hills Monthly  • Page 3  • February 2023     

NEIGHBORHOOD MATH EXPERTS SET UP SHOP IN UNION 
Mathnasium Operates on Core Belief That Every Child Can Become Great at Math

Mathnasium of Union is now open for 
business, bringing fun and effective 
supplementary math programs for community 
children in grades K through 12. A Grand 
Opening Celebration is being held on Saturday 
February 11th, weather permitting, at 10am with 
light refreshments being served.  

The learning center, located at 326 Chestnut St 
in the Five Points Shopping Center, focuses 
solely on math and operates on the core belief 
that virtually any child can excel in the subject. 
The Mathnasium Method™, implemented at 
more than 1000 Mathnasium centers in the U.S. 
and abroad, is a unique program that provides 
every student with an individualized learning 
plan and personal instruction in a way that makes 
sense to them. “Our students will work in a fun, 
encouraging environment to improve their 
number sense and computational skills, as well 

as gaining an intuitive understanding of how 
numbers work,” said Dr. James Campora, Center 
Director of Mathnasium of Union. 

“Our goal is simple: to teach math in a way 
that makes sense to kids,” Dr. Campora 
continued. “Mathnasium centers across the 
country have helped struggling students develop 
into ‘A’ students and ‘A’ students go on to even 
greater achievements. We are thrilled to be able 
to bring our Mathnasium Method™ to support 
the families of Union and the surrounding area.”   

The Mathnasium experience begins with an 
assessment designed to pinpoint a child’s 
strengths and weaknesses. These results provide 
the foundation from which Mathnasium 
constructs the student’s customized learning plan. 
Students learn math in a friendly, productive 
learning environment and are taught by caring 
and knowledgeable instructors well-versed in 

integrating Mathnasium’s techniques with the 
math curriculum used in Union area schools. The 
Mathnasium Method™ uses a unique 
combination of mental, verbal, visual, tactile, and 
written techniques to help children really 
understand math and has been developed over 
more than 40 years of practical experience with 
thousands of students.  

Mathnasium students receive the support they 
need for school homework and tests while 
building their math foundations. “As educators, 
we strive to offer students a balanced math 
learning experience: one that fills in the gaps, 
keeps students on track with math taught in 
school, and, most importantly, makes learning 
math a fun and joyful experience,” Dr. Campora 
concluded.  

Learn more: www.mathnasium.com/union 
ABOUT MATHNASIUM 

Mathnasium, the nation’s leading math-only 
learning center franchise, specializes in teaching 
kids’ math in a way that makes sense to them. 
When math makes sense, kids excel—whether 
they’re far behind or eager to get ahead. The 
proprietary Mathnasium Method™ is the result 
of 40+ years of hands-on instruction and 
research. Franchising since 2003, Mathnasium 
has become one of the fastest-growing 
educational franchises. There are over 1000 
Mathnasium franchises in the U.S. and abroad.  

For more information,  
visit www.mathnasium.com.

• Registered Tax Return Preparer • 
• Member of New Jersey Association of Public Accountants • 

• Member of National Association of Tax Professionals •

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALIST 
• Bookkeeping • Tax returns • Payroll  

• Sales Tax • Electronic Filing  
• New Business Registration 
• Notary Public • Translations 

Year-round or Quarterly service 
32 years experience     •     Se habla español

GK Tax Service LLC 
625 Elizabeth Avenue 
Elizabeth, New Jersey 07206 

(908) 289-1000 
Fax: 908-289-1001 

Graciela “Grace” Ayudant 
Email: gktaxservicellc@yahoo.com 

Can Work With You Remotely

1 Corporate Place, Suite 200, Piscataway, NJ 08854 
Email: info@completesol.com • www.completesol.com

Call for a Free, No Obligation Consultation

732-391-3466

Helping SMALL Businesses 
With BIG Computer Problems
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GIVING THANKS FOR A LIFE WELL LIVED
Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless 
Mikaela Santos came into our lives in the 

summer of 2022. In July, we received an email 
from Karen Gilmour, a yoga instructor with 
Alluem Yoga in Cranford, telling us about a 
young student with a desire to give back to the 
community, especially homeless children. She 
wanted to collect backpacks full of all the 
necessary school supplies to start the year off 
right. Mikaela, together with her instructor 
Karen, her sister Vivienne, her mother Yesica, her 
Aunt Natalie, and her good friend, Marielle, 
started a giving tree with the backpack needs of 
nearly 50 children in our housing programs.  

A few weeks later at the beginning of the 2022 
school year Mikaela passed away. Mikaela was 
just 11 years old. She lived most of her life in and 
out of hospitals because she had childhood 
cancer. So briefly did we know her yet how 
profoundly she affected us all. She left everyone 
she met with a sense of love and light. And it is 
her story we want to share with you today. 

Just days after her death, her mother, sister, 
aunt, and friend delivered her backpack project 
to the Elizabeth Coalition. We were amazed at the 
love and care that went into creating each 
individual backpack.  Mikaela willed her idea 
into being…she really made it happen!   

What made Mikaela so special was her ability 
to transform her experiences of pain and illness 
into a project for others. Mikaela was asked what 
inclined her to helping others when she herself 
was going through so much. Mikaela answered, 
matter of fact-ly, “I might have cancer but I also 
have love, a home, and my family to support me. 
One thing does not have to do with the other.” 

Karen remembers Mikaela as someone who 
always showed up with love…to the studio…to 

her practice of yoga…to her friendships. “Every 
moment with Mikaela was a favorite one. I loved 
her little laugh and her sweet smile. Mikaela was 
a light in this world…and in my life.” 

Mikaela’s mom, Yesica, recalls how knowing 
Mikaela made her a different person, “Mikaela 
was my first-born, she’s the reason I became a 
mother and then when her sister, Vivienne, was 
born we were complete. Knowing Mikaela makes 
me feel honored and proud to be her mother.” 
Mikaela’s precious spirit burns brightly in 
memory for those who loved her most but also 
for those lives she touched so briefly with her 
creativity, her giving, and her compassion.   

The children who received a backpack wrote 
notes and drew pictures to thank Mikaela. Some 
notes make mention of an angel, which is how 
they choose to remember her and her supreme act 

(above) Mikaela Santos

of bravery in being a force for good in the world. 
To be so young and yet full of such a wise mind 
and kind heart, sharing her blessings with others, 
is a page from her remarkable story that we can 
all learn and grow from.  

Thank you, Mikaela. 
It is supporters like Mikaela that are so vital to 

our work. Donations and volunteers free us to 
offer premium case management to those who 
need it, allowing us to offer the care and focus 
on each client who comes through our door. 
Consistent, dedicated partnerships push our 
vision that one day, we will eliminate 
homelessness and equip each person with the 
support they need. 

For volunteer opportunities to help our 
homeless brothers and sisters, and donate, visit 
theelizabethcoalition.org.
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SHAKESPEARE’S COMEDY TWELFTH NIGHT COMING TO CDC THEATRE
more than 50 plays and musicals. 

“A woman, disguised as a man, falls in love 
with her boss, only to be pursued by the woman 
her boss is determined to marry. Confused?“, 
asked Ms. Speidel recently, “You’re not alone, 
but Twelfth Night, Shakespeare’s witty look at 
gender confusion, invites us to put convention 
aside, stretch the boundaries of “acceptable” 
attraction, and that, in the end, love is love is 
love is love. The play is filled with relatable 
characters contending with mistaken identities, 
unrelenting desire, hilarious pranks, and 
unrequited love – not to mention cross-dressing, 
duels, and deception – all offered up with a 
generous dash of merriment!” 

Twelfth Night combines love, confusion, 
mistaken identities and joyful discovery all 
while telling a story of fickle fortune, mourning, 
love and reunion. Set in the free-wheeling, 
mirror-ball world of the 1970s, the celebratory 

“Better a witty fool, than a foolish wit.”, “If 
music be the food of love, play on.” and “Some 
are born great, some achieve greatness, and 
some have greatness thrust upon ‘em.” are just a 
few of the familiar lines from William 
Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night. 

A talented cast is preparing to present one of 
the Bard’s finest comedies at CDC Theatre in 
Cranford for seven shows running from 
February 10th to the 25th and is being directed 
by Susan Speidel. Ms., Speidel currently serves 
on the faculty of the Kean University Theatre 
Conservatory and is a lecturer for the Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institute at Rutgers 
University. Holding a range of academic 
degrees, she has studied acting and directing at 
HB Studios in New York City and at the Globe 
Theater in London. She served for 20 years as 
Director of Education for the Tony-Award 
winning Paper Mill Playhouse and has directed 

nature of Shakespeare’s play is heightened with 
a series of Top-Ten hits that enhance the 
production and move the action forward with a 
disco beat. Shipwrecked twins, gender-bending 
romance and a bumper crop of fools, from the 
wise to the ridiculous, guarantee a full-blown 
evening’s entertainment. 

CDC Theatre is celebrating its 104th season  
in Cranford, NJ at 78 Winans Ave.  
For best ticket selection and prices,  
visit cdctheatre.org  
for additional information.

locally owned since 1984 

www.vdsnj.com 
facebook.com/vdsnj 
email: ira@vdsnj.com 
908-964-4004 
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

HOME MOVIES 
TRANSFERRED 
to digital files & DVD
• Video Tape Transfers 
• DVD & Flash Drive Duplication 
• Audio Cassette to CD 
• Reel to Reel Audio to CD 
• LP to CD 
• High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning 
• Foreign Conversions

Video Production & Editing 
Training • Sales • Documentary
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CENTER FOR HOPE’S AUXILIARY YEAR-END DONATION
Board of Trustees, was on hand to accept the 
gracious donation. “This is incredible,” he said. 
“While each and every one of us, alone, do what 
we can, it pales in comparison to the work that 
can be done when we come together as a group 
and work toward a goal. You all have shown that 
here tonight. There’s simply no way the Center 
can properly state the gratitude we feel for the 
Auxiliary throughout the year.”  

Marge concluded by saying, “As we come 
together this holiday season, I want to again 
thank everyone for their hard work…and remind 
everyone that our work is not done! Next year, 
those in need in our community will still remain 
and will still need our support.” She reminded 
the group that “we still need new members to 
help us do even more next year.” 

The Center for Hope offers hospice and 
palliative care in its two residences in Scotch 
Plains and Elizabeth, and provides hospice care 
to patients in the wider community where they 
live. For more information on the Center or the 
Auxiliary, visit cfhh.org.  

ABOUT CENTER FOR HOPE HOSPICE & 
PALLIATIVE CARE, INC. 

Center for Hope Hospice & Palliative Care 
(Center for Hope) is a non-profit, community-
based organization that provides terminally ill 
patients with hospice care, and their families or 
loved ones with physical, emotional, and spiritual 
support during their time of need. The Center 
actively supports the individual's right to live out 
the remainder of their life with dignity and in 
comfort, surrounded by the love of family and 
friends, and eased from the burdens of physical, 
emotional, spiritual, financial or social distress. 
Center for Hope welcomes all terminally ill 
patients, their families and loved ones without 
concern for race, ethnicity, religious affiliation or 
ability to pay. It also offers pain and symptom 
management for chronically ill and seriously ill 
patients through its palliative care program. 
Center for Hope operates two facilities in Scotch 
Plains and Elizabeth; the latter provides nearly 
$3.5 million a year in charity care. For more 
information, visit cfhh.org.

(above, l-r) The officers of the Center for Hope Auxiliary present a $100,000 check to the Center 
for Hope’s Board of Trustees Chairman. Pictured are Marge Hussey, Dolores Paruta, 

Ginny Comer, Thomas Kasper, Dolores Hynes, and Rosemary Burke.
Courtesy photo

The Center for Hope Hospice & Palliative 
Care, a community-based non-profit hospice 
organization in Union County, New Jersey, 
celebrated the season with their Auxiliary on 
Monday, December 5. At the party, the Center 
received a very generous gift: a check for 
$100,000 representing the funds raised from the 
Auxiliary over the past year. 

Marge Hussey, the Auxiliary’s president, was 
pleased to be able to present the check to the 
Center. “Each year,” she said, “with our many 
events and the Hope Chest Thrift Store, we work 
tirelessly to not only educate the community 
about the Center, but to help the Center in its 
mission: providing only the finest in hospice 
care to all those who need it regardless of an 
inability to pay. As I present the fruits of that 
work to the Center tonight, I hope you all can 
share the pride I feel in knowing that we’re 
making a difference in the lives of so many each 
and every year.” 

Tom Kasper, the Chairman of the Center’s 

Today’s Solution to Yesterday’s Pollution

      Call: 908.964.2717 
www.OilTankSolutions.com 
Located in Kenilworth, NJ

We are your professional environmental 
contractor with over 40 years of experience!

OIL TANK REMOVAL 
WINTER SPECIAL $1,495

We need 30 Ugly Homes with Ugly Kitchens, 
Bathrooms, Siding, Window, etc., Inside or Outside 
that need fixing or Remodeling. We will Repair and 
Remodel them and shoot video for training film and 
future TV show on Home Remodeling Work. 

Must Sign Release, for purpose of filming job! This 
must be a complete remodeling job, not just patch 
up work. This remodeling is to be specially priced, 
with compensation going back to the homeowner 
for a signed release. 

Serious lnquiries Please!

UGLY HOMES WANTED 
FOR TELEVISION PROGRAM 

IN THIS AREA

CALL 833-375-1472 
Ask for TV Project Department, for job evaluation 

and estimate of cost and compensations!

Tri-State Creations LLC - Lic. #s: NJ-13VH04728900, PA-39104

• Houses 
• Decks 
• Roofs 
• Patios 
• Driveways 
• Fences 
• Siding 
• Gutters 
• And More

Call, text or email today 
for a free estimate and ask about 

our SPRING CLEANING special! 

(732) 596-7525 
BlueStreakPWNJ@gmail.com

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
ALL PHASES OF ELECTRICAL WORK 
• FIXTURES • OUTLETS • PANEL CHANGE  
• SECURITY • HIGHHATS • CEILING FANS

WIRED RITE 
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

201-600-3530

Free 
Estimates

Senior 
Citizen  

Discount

24 Hour 
Emergency Service
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ELMORA BRANCH LIBRARY FEBRUARY PROGRAMS

Crochet with Sol 
Monday, February 6 & 13 

and Tuesday, February 7 & 14 
CALL 908-353-4820 to reserve a spot but 

walk-ins are welcome! 
Adult Scrabble 

Wednesday, February 8 at 1:30pm 
Word lovers! Exercise your B-R-A-I-N (7 
points) by playing scrabble with other like-

minded adults. 
Bubbles aRe Us 

Saturday, February 11 at 1:00pm 
Located on 640 3rd Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ  

Join Ms. Martha for songs, stories, crafts, and 
oh-so-much fun! This storytime will feature 

stories in English and Spanish for the 
whole family.  
Stitch & Chat 

Wednesday, February 15 at 3:00pm 
Come stitch your clothing back up at Elmora! 
Just bring the article of clothing you want to 

mend! Assistance will be available. 
Drawing for Kids 

Thursday, February 16 at 3:00 pm 
Join Ms. Martha for a cute storytime and learn 

to draw different animals! 

Adult Spanish Book Club 
Friday, February 17 at 2:00pm 

Join us for a monthly book discussion for adults 
in Spanish with Martha! 
Sign Language Storytime 

Saturday, February 18 at 11:00am 
A family storytime where everyone can learn 

sign language together.  
Junior's Book Club 

Wednesday, February 22 at 4:00pm 
Tweens will share the love of reading, learn to 

talk about the books they're reading, and 
motivate kids to read.  

Ages: 9-12 
Coloring for Kids 

Saturday, February 25 at 10:00am 
Relax & color at the Elmora Branch for 

an hour! 
All Age Lego 

Saturday, February 25 at 2:30pm 
It's Lego Hour at Elmora on Saturday @ 2:30. 
Come and build an enormous tower or make a 

race car; the imagination is limitless!  
Coloring for Adults 

Tuesday, February 28 at 11:00am 
Drop in for some relaxing coloring fun! Come 
discover the calming effects as well as meeting 

some good company!

740 W Grand St, Elizabeth, NJ 07202 • Phone: (908) 353-4820 • www.elizpl.org/ 
Monday - Thursday: 8:30 a.m. - 7:45 p.m. • Friday: 9:30 a.m. - 5:45 p.m. • Saturday: 9:30 a.m. - 4:45 p.m. • Sunday: Closed 

The library will be closed on February 20

Blind Date With a Book 
February 1 - 14 

Do you judge a book by its cover? Elmora 
Branch Library is playing matchmaker. These 
books are single and ready to mingle! Sign up 
by calling (908) 353-4820. Then pick up your 
mystery date with a rate your date slip inside. 

Let us know if you enjoyed your date!  
Stitch & Chat 

Thursday, February 2 at 10:00am 
Come stitch your clothing back up at Elmora! 
Just bring the article of clothing you want to 

mend! Assistance will be available. 
Toddlers World 

Friday, February 3 at 11:00am 
An hour of fun songs to sing, music, 

and playtime. 
Art Lessons 

Saturday, February 4 & 18 at 2:30pm 
Learn to blend colors, sketch, and many more 
art skills! An excellent experience for children, 

teens, and adults! All levels of art skills are 
welcome! 

Zumba Gold 
Monday, February 6, 13, & 27 at 8:30am 

CALL 908-353-4820 to reserve a spot but 
walk-ins are welcome! 
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Learn at your own pace with customized sessions.  
Private lessons conducted via Skype, Facetime, etc.  
Sample my playing on Instagram & Soundcloud:  
Search "PJ Cotroneo Band". For information, contact: 

Guitar Lessons
ONE-ON-ONE 

60 MINUTE INSTRUCTION  $45

PJ Cotroneo 908-380-8438 
pj@pjcotroneoband.com

BFA. The New School-NYC 
MFA, Rutgers-Newark 

KONANTIQUES 

WE BUY ANTIQUES 
FREE HOUSE CALLS 

908-578-7593 

Over 20 
years of 

Experience Free on-site consultation at your home or business 

info@konantiques.com

WE BUY: Sterling Silver, Antique Jewelry, Costume Jewelry, Coins,  
Art, Watches & Clocks, Porcelain, Modern Items (50’s, 60’s, 70’s),  

Antique Toys, Asian Decorative Arts, Judaica, Lighting, Military Items 
           Some Furniture, Hummel & Lladro Figurines

Located 
in Summit

DONATION OF ORANGES BRINGS FLORIDA SUNSHINE TO FOOD PANTRY

(above, l-r) Christopher Rueda, Kathy Fernandez (JFSCNJ Charlotte Shak Kosher Food Pantry 
Coordinator), Danielle McLeer (JFSCNJ Director of Engagement) and Hector Rueda.

Jewish Family Service of Central New Jersey 
Kathy Fernandez, JFSCNJ Charlotte Shak 

Kosher Food Pantry Coordinator, received a 
surprise phone call in January, from Christopher 
Rueda of Truck and Go LLC of Roselle Park, that 
resulted in a donation of 54 cases of oranges.  

Christopher contacted his company for advice 
when he realized he had a surplus of oranges after 
his final delivery that he was driving to the tri-
state area from Florida. The staff at Truck and Go 
reached out to our food pantry to see if we would 
be able to accept the donation. Christopher then 
asked his brother, Hector Rueda, to help unload 
the 54 cases of oranges. 

We are grateful to brothers Christopher and 
Hector Rueda who spent over two hours of their 
time and heavy lifting to unload the oranges, and 
to Truck and Go LLC for the generous donation. 

The oranges were distributed to our Food 
Pantry clients and to other local food pantries in 
Union County. 

If you would like to make a donation to the 
JFSCNJ Charlotte Shak Kosher Food Pantry, 
volunteer, or get a volunteer group food drive 
project together contact Kathy Fernandez, 
kfernandez@jfscentralnj.org, 908-352-8375.  For 
all other volunteer opportunities, contact Danielle 
McLeer, JFSCNJ Director of Community 
Engagement, dmcleer@jfscentralnj.org, 
908-352-8375. 

For more information visit Jewish Family 
Service of Central New Jersey at 
www.jfscentralnj.org.
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YMCA DISTRIBUTES FREE COMPUTERS TO STUDENTS
Foundation, a strong partner to The Gateway 
Family YMCA and the families we serve. Access 
to technology is imperative to provide academic 
success and recovery from the learning loss 
experienced over these past few years. This 
donation opens a world of possibilities for our 
children,” Melynda A. Disla, President/Chief 
Executive Officer, The Gateway Family YMCA. 
“It was a heartwarming event and a great 
collaboration. We are truly thankful to Redman 
for taking the time to visit with families at our 
YMCA and brighten the smiles of all who 
attended. We are thankful to Rahmean Pops of 
211 Community Impact for joining the Loyalty 
Foundation in sharing the gift of technology with 
our students.” 

The computer donation was made possible by 
The Loyalty Foundation, a New York City-based 
501(c)(3) Public Charity providing computers 
technology-based education programs to 
underserved K-12 youth populations across the 
U.S. 

The Chromebooks were distributed to SACC 

(above) Elizabeth Branch family Shawnnah, 
Rashon, Jayceon and Jalani receive their 

laptop from the Loyalty Foundation.

(above) Naldy Velarde, School Age Child Care & Camp Director, The Gateway Family YMCA, 
Jasmine Shaw, Housing Coordinator, Redman, Earnestine Brookins, Housing Coordinator, David 
Neeman, Founder, The Loyalty Foundation, Colleen Clayton, Chief Membership & Development 
Officer, Rahmean Pops, 211 Community Impact sharing a moment with the last Elizabeth YMCA 

family to pick up their laptop on Monday. 

(above) Chloe, Five Points Branch student 
smiles with her laptop, with mom and sister, 

Amber and Graisy. (Union)

The Gateway Family YMCA 
On January 16, 2023, the Loyalty Foundation 

distributed 100 Chromebook laptops to School 
Age Child Care (SACC) participants in need at 
The Gateway Family YMCA in Elizabeth, 
Rahway and Union, NJ. The distribution event at 
the Elizabeth Branch was attended by David 
Neeman, Founder, Loyalty Foundation, Rahmean 
Pops, 211 Community Impact, and the entertainer 
Redman.  

“It was a beautiful Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
and we were so pleased to collaborate with all the 
wonderful folks from The Gateway YMCA in 
Elizabeth, NJ to distribute the computers. The 
community and atmosphere was electric, and we 
can't thank the incomparable Redman and 
Rahmean Pops of 211 Community Impact 
enough for supporting our equity empowerment 
mission. Seeing all the smiles on the families 
faces and knowing how much these computers 
will help them, means the world to us,” stated 
David Neeman, Founder, the Loyalty Foundation 

“We are very appreciative of The Loyalty 

families on a first-come-first-serve basis at the 3 
different locations of The Gateway Family 
YMCA: Elizabeth Branch, Five Points Branch, 
and Rahway Branch.  

For more information about The Loyalty 
Foundation visit www.loyaltyfoundation.org  

 For more information about The Gateway 
Family YMCA visit www.tgfymca.org.
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Advertise  
in 1 or all  
24 towns

Online at RennaMedia.com  
and NJLocalinfo.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET 
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY! 
Tina Renna 908-418-5586 • tinarenna@rennamedia.com 
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • joerenna@rennamedia.com 

202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

Renna Media offers a full  
range of marketing services,  
in print and online, hyper- 
local to regional, for every  
budget and market size. 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
We mail 160,000 newspapers  

to every home and business in  
24 towns. You can advertise  

in any number of towns.  
Ads start at $60. 

FULL COLOR PRINTING 
We print flyers and menus,  

full color, two sided,  
on coated stock for only 

$45 per thousand. 

DIRECT MAIL 
Insert your flyer into the  

newspapers and get it mailed  
to every home and business for  
$60 per thousand and as low as  

$30 per thousand for higher 
quantities. 

ONLINE MARKETING 
Online ads and press releases  
designed and placed to drive  

traffic to your website and get  
your phone ringing. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
We can design and/or manage  
your social media campaign  

from passive to aggressive plans  
customized to work within  

your budget. 

WEBSITE AND 
SEO SERVICES 

Start with an audit/analysis  
of your website giving you a  
report and recommendations  

for $250. 
 

It is highly recommended to  
have a marketing plan and  

budget before spending.   

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A  
FREE CONSULTATION. 

908-447-1295

Marketing 
Toolbox
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ALL CHILDREN INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN PINEWOOD DERBY
from Kindergarten to the 5th grade, to join in the 
fun, even if they are not in Cub Scouts!  The 
Pinewood Derby race will be held on Friday, 
February 10, in Saint Genevieve’s Church hall, 
at 7:00 p.m.  Derby kits cost $6 each and can be 
ordered from Cubmaster Dan Bernier at 908-451-
1948.  

The Scouting program at St. Genevieve’s 
Church teaches character, citizenship and 

physical fitness to the youth of Elizabeth and 
surrounding towns.  Cub Scouting provides 
activities and training for boys and girls in 
Kindergarten through fifth grades. Boy Scouting 
is for boys who are at least 11 years old or 
graduated from the fifth grade.  New members 
are welcome at any time, all year round. For more 
details, please contact Dan Bernier, Scoutmaster, 
at (908) 451-1948 or webfoottroop@gmail.com.

(above)  Cub Scouts from Pack 23 show off the cars they built for the 2022 Pinewood Derby.

The excitement is building for the Cub Scouts 
of Pack 23 as they get ready for the annual 
Pinewood Derby.  Scouts are given a kit that 
includes a block of wood, plastic wheels and 
axles.  With help from a parent or other adult, 
they transform those parts into a race car and then 
race it against their friends’ cars, down a 30-foot 
long track.  Trophies are presented to the winners. 

Pack 23 would like to invite all boys and girls, 

BOY SCOUT TROOP 23 
ENJOYED ITS WINTER 

FUN WEEKEND
Ten Scouts and 15 adult leaders participated in 

Boy Scout Troop 23’s Winter Weekend on 
January 13 – 15.  This annual event has been a 
tradition for over 50 years.  

The Scouts stayed in the newly-expanded 
Wink Dousa Cabin at Winnebago Scout 
Reservation, located in Rockaway Township, NJ.  
With the cabin now being heated by a furnace and 
the troop leaders preparing four hearty meals, the 
Scouts were able to concentrate on just having 
fun! 

On Saturday morning, the Scouts took a hike 
through the Copperas Mountains of Morris 
County to the base of Indian Cliffs, near the shore 
of Splitrock Reservoir.  After lunch, they visited 
the camp Trading Post, then spent some time 
tying knots and lashings in preparation for the 
upcoming Pinewood Derby. 

After dinner, the Scouts divided into two teams 
and competed in a Scout Trivia challenge, with 
chocolate bars and other candy awarded as prizes.  
During their free time, the Scouts played chess, 
checkers, Battleship and Jenga, and built a 
puzzle. 

One former Scout made his annual trip from 
Maryland with his father and son to participate in 
the Winter Weekend. 

Boy Scout Troop 23 meets on Wednesday 
nights in the hall under St. Genevieve’s Church, 
200 Monmouth Road, Elizabeth.  New members 
are welcome at any time, all year round.  For 
more details, please contact Dan Bernier, 
Scoutmaster, at (908) 451-1948 or 
webfoottroop@gmail.com

FLYERS 

$45 
PER 1,000

MENUS 

$85 
PER 1,000

• GET UNLIMITED CLICKS 
An alternative to expensive pay-per-click programs 

• FREE AD DESIGN AND COPYWRITING 
Advertising webpage includes many features 
including write-up, images, video, Google map, etc. 

• POSTS ARE SHARED THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA 
Posts shared on multiple Facebook pages and twitter. 

• PAID SEARCH ENGINE PROMOTIONS 
Posts are promoted by industry, key words and location. 

• TRACKABLE RESULTS 
All ads include a live view counter.

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

ONLINE ADS & PRESS RELEASES 
DRIVE LOCAL TRAFFIC TO YOUR WEBSITE $10 

PER POST 
Block of 20 for $200 

Single post is $20

Full Color Flyers and Menus Printed and Mailed  
to Every Home and Business in Town!
FLYERS - $45 PER THOUSAND 
8.5" x 11" / Full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock 
Tri-fold add $10 per thousand. Minimum order $450 

LARGE MENUS - PRINTING - $85 PER THOUSAND 
For quantities more than 50,000 cost is $55 per thousand. 
11"x17" / Full color /2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock. Min. order $850 
Includes folding (quarter fold or tri-fold, with or without coupons tab) 

INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS 
$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.) 
Minimum order $400

WEBSITE / SEO SERVICES STARTER 
WEBSITE 

$500

Call Walter at 201-478-7408 
email: wwwinnj@gmail.com

• STARTER WEBSITE: $500 
Basic static site that can be developed further 

• WEBSITE CREATION/UPDATE: $2,400  
Cost for average website: 12 pages, contact form, SEO friendly, responsive design 

• WEBSITE HOSTING: $300 PER YEAR 
Includes website hosting, software updates, monthly website content updates 

• SEO SERVICES: AVERAGE COST $1,000 - $2,000 PER MONTH 
Custom tailored solutions: Google Ranking, Local SEO, Social Marketing 

Call for free a consultation if you need  
help developing an online marketing plan.
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