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CALL FOR DETAILS 
908-418-5586

GROW YOUR 
BUSINESS

Place your ad 
in this space 

and be in 
every mailbox 

in town!

Parties • events • Fund Raisers 
Let our cigar roller entertain and captivate your guests at your  
BBQ, party, or charity fund raiser. Contact Shari 908-403-7383

Gift Certificates Available

$5 OFF 
JOIN OUR LOYALTY PROGRAM 
Earn $10 credit after spending $100. No time limit.

FREE EXPRESSO, GLASSES AND ICE.

17 W. Westfield Ave. 
Roselle Park, NJ 

908-241-8764 
caciquecigarsshop.com

WITH THIS COUPON 
Exp. 1/31/23

WASH AND FOLD LAUNDRY SERVICE FOR $1.25 PER POUND. 
BRING IT IN ONE DAY AND PICK UP THE NEXT! 

Self Service washers and dryers available 5 a.m. to Midnight. 
92 North Avenue, Garwood, NJ 07027 

908-789-6402 info.garwoodlaundromat@gmail.com www.garwoodlaundromat.com

Door to Door Laundry Service our SPECIALTY!!!Door to Door Laundry Service our SPECIALTY!!!
PICKUP & DELIVERY OF YOUR LAUNDRY FOR $1.65 PER POUND

TAP DANCING TWINS WIN FIRST PLACE IN COMPETITION
Township of Union 

It was an evening filled with song, dance, and magic as 20 contestants 
took the stage. Still, the twin tap dancers stole the show. They wowed the 
panel of prestigious judges on November 19th, at the 2022 Union’s Got 
Talent (UGT) competition held at Enlow Recital Hall at Kean University. 

Jaden and Ellis Foreman, both 17 years old and from Union Township, 
have been tap dancing for ten years. For Union’s Got Talent, they 
performed “War Dance,” which served as a tribute to The Condos 
Brothers. Their first-place win earned them a $1,000 cash prize, sponsored 
by Investors Bank.  

“I’m absolutely blown away by not just the level of talent but the range 
of acts that were showcased,” said Mayor Manuel Figueiredo. “Everyone 
did a spectacular job. Congratulations to the winners and everyone who 
participated!” 

Jaden and Ellis Foreman are interviewed by UGT Host Meridoc ‘Doc’ 
Burkhardt after being announced as first-place winners. 

Finishing in second place and earning $500, sponsored by the Township 
of Union Special Improvement District (SID), was pianist Maxwell Kocaj, 
who performed an excerpt of Liebestraum No. 3 by Franz Liszt.  

Ashley Mahaux and Francisco Gonzalez Negron danced their way to 
third place with their Banda Policia Nacional del Peru performance, 
winning a $250 prize sponsored by BCB Bank. 

The People’s Choice winner, voted by the audience and sponsored by 
Red Cadillac, was Colette Maynard, who sang “Tomorrow” from “Annie” 
and also won a $250 prize. Every year, audience members are asked to 
participate as the 6th judge, where they can vote for their favorite 
contestant by donating money into their perspective basket.  

“Everyone did such a wonderful job! The judges had such a tough time 
picking the winners, and I don’t envy them at all,” said Marie Krueger-
Canarelli, Union’s Got Talent Founder. “From the bottom of my heart, 
thank you to everyone who participated and supported Union’s Got Talent 
and the DMK Scholarship Fund. Special thank you to Union TV34 and 
director Yvonne Lorenzo for everything they’ve done!” 

All proceeds raised from the event benefit the UHSPAC and DMK, two 

organizations that give back to the students of 
Union through scholarships and arts education.  

For more information on the 2022 Union’s Got 
Talent Show, visit unionsgottalent.org or call 
908-851-5096.

Photos by Township of Union

(above) Jaden and Ellis Foreman, both 17 
years old and from Union Township, have been 

tap dancing for ten years.

(Additional phones on on page  3)
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Spirit of UNION
Renna Media LLC, Publishers 

202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016 
Spirit of Union is published by Renna Media. 6,800 

newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every business 
and resident in Union Township, NJ. Although great care has 
been taken to ensure the information contained within is 
accurate, Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or 
omissions.  

©2022 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced 
without written consent from Renna Media LLC. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone 
you know accomplish something amazing? 
We are interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your 
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

 
ADVERTISING 

Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ Spirit of Union

UNION ELKS LODGE #1583 MAKES DONATION 
TO COMMUNITY FOOD BANK OF NJ

The Union Elks Lodge #1583 presented a 
donation to the Community Food Bank of New 
Jersey on Thursday, December 8, 2022. The 
check, in the amount of $2,500 from proceeds 
from the Gratitude Grant, will be used for the 

purchase of both perishable and non-perishable 
food items to be distributed to food kitchens and 
families in need. The Union Elks Lodge #1583 is 
located at 281 Chestnut Street, Union, NJ. For 
more information, call 908-686-1583.

(above) Pictured are Hank Bedlivy, Past Exalted Ruler, Timothy Winn, CFBNJ Schools and 
Community Outreach Manager, Evelyn Chiu, CFBNJ Special Events Manager, and Vince Ditta, 

East Central District, District Deputy.
Courtesy photo
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(above) Ashley Mahaux and Francisco 
Gonzalez Negron danced their way to third 
place with their Banda Policia Nacional del 

Peru performance, winning a $250 prize 
sponsored by BCB Bank.

(above) Pianist Maxwell Kocaj finished in 2nd 
place. He performed an excerpt of Liebestraum 

No. 3 by Franz Liszt.

(above) Jaden and Ellis Foreman are interviewed by UGT Host Meridoc ‘Doc’ Burkhardt  
after being announced as first-place winners.

TALENT COMPETITION PHOTOS
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CRAIG CLARK CELEBRATES ANNIVERSARY OF HIS HEART TRANSPLANT
University before returning to active military 
duty as an Artillery Officer. At that time, doctors 
detected that Craig had a heart murmur, and he 
was soon diagnosed with cardiomyopathy. 
Despite his critical health challenges, Craig and 
his wife, Anna, raised their three children, Adam, 
Rachel and Nathan, and he enjoyed a successful 
career in transportation and supply chain 
management. 

As years passed, Craig’s heart disease grew 
progressively worse. He suffered a stroke and his 
heart stopped beating twice in a two-week period. 
Craig had a defibrillator implanted, but he was 
later diagnosed with congestive heart failure 
(CHF) in 2017. He was added to the heart 
transplant waiting list. On August 25, 2018, while 
admitted at NYU Langone, Craig’s prayers were 
answered when he received “the call” from NYU 
Langone cardiologist Alex Reyentovich, MD that 

a heart was available for transplant. 
“I remember answering the phone was 

basically the only thing that I had enough strength 
to do at the time,” said Craig. “The next day, I 
had my transplant. I recovered quickly in the 
immediate days and weeks after transplant. I was 
out of the hospital in just seven days!” 

Currently, there are over 100,000 Americans – 
nearly 4,000 of whom live in New Jersey – 
waiting for a life-saving transplant, according to 
United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS). 
However, the generosity of those in the Garden 
State is providing hope for the future. Organ and 
tissue donor registrations in the Garden State 
continue to increase thanks to strong community 
education and outreach efforts and simplified 
ways to register. To learn more, get involved and 
register as an organ and tissue donor, visit 
www.NJSharingNetwork.org.

(above) Heart transplant recipient Craig Clark 
of Scotch Plains recently celebrated the four-
year anniversary of his life-saving transplant.

Photo courtesy of NJ Sharing Network

Craig Clark, 61, is taking time to reflect on the 
gift of life and the miracle of organ and tissue 
donation and transplantation as he recently 
celebrated four years since his life-saving heart 
transplant. With his health and strength now 
restored, Craig is living each day to its fullest by 
enjoying life’s precious moments and spending 
time on his favorite hobbies, including home 
improvement projects, day trips and travel. 

“Each day that I get to travel and spend time 
with extended family and friends or special 
events like our children’s weddings or the birth 
of a grandchild, I remember that it was made 
possible thanks to my organ donor and the care 
of Susan Pardi, NP, and the amazing transplant 
team at NYU Langone who kept me alive 
through heart failure,” said Craig. 

Now four years post-transplant, Craig is filled 
with energy and spends as much time as possible 
with his grandchild. He is also forever mindful of 
his organ donor who gave him the gift of life. 
“The only thing that I know about my donor is 
that he was 51 years old when he passed,” said 
Craig. “My donor or his family’s decision to be a 
donor has essentially given me a new lease on 
life.” 

Craig has also made it a priority to advocate 
for NJ Sharing Network, the nonprofit 
organization responsible for the recovery and 
placement of donated organs and tissue in the 
Garden State. By sharing his story with others, 
Craig hopes to encourage more people to register 
as organ and tissue donors. “One organ and tissue 
donor can save eight lives and enhance the lives 
of over 75 others,” said Craig. 

At the age of 17, Craig enlisted in the U.S. 
Marine Corps. He earned bachelor’s degrees in 
Criminal Justice and Art History from Seton Hall 
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GIVING THANKS FOR A LIFE WELL LIVED
Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless 
Mikaela Santos came into our lives in the 

summer of 2022. In July, we received an email 
from Karen Gilmour, a yoga instructor with 
Alluem Yoga in Cranford, telling us about a 
young student with a desire to give back to the 
community, especially homeless children. She 
wanted to collect backpacks full of all the 
necessary school supplies to start the year off 
right. Mikaela, together with her instructor 
Karen, her sister Vivienne, her mother Yesica, her 
Aunt Natalie, and her good friend, Marielle, 
started a giving tree with the backpack needs of 
nearly 50 children in our housing programs.  

A few weeks later at the beginning of the 2022 
school year Mikaela passed away. Mikaela was 
just 11 years old. She lived most of her life in and 
out of hospitals because she had childhood 

cancer. So briefly did we know her yet how 
profoundly she affected us all. She left everyone 
she met with a sense of love and light. And it is 
her story we want to share with you today. 

Just days after her death, her mother, sister, 
aunt, and friend delivered her backpack project 
to the Elizabeth Coalition. We were amazed at the 
love and care that went into creating each 
individual backpack.  Mikaela willed her idea 
into being…she really made it happen!   

What made Mikaela so special was her ability 
to transform her experiences of pain and illness 
into a project for others. Mikaela was asked what 
inclined her to helping others when she herself 
was going through so much. Mikaela answered, 
matter of fact-ly, “I might have cancer but I also 
have love, a home, and my family to support me. 
One thing does not have to do with the other.” 

Karen remembers Mikaela as someone who 
always showed up with love…to the studio…to 
her practice of yoga…to her friendships. “Every 
moment with Mikaela was a favorite one. I loved 
her little laugh and her sweet smile. Mikaela was 
a light in this world…and in my life.” 

Mikaela’s mom, Yesica, recalls how knowing 
Mikaela made her a different person, “Mikaela 
was my first-born, she’s the reason I became a 
mother and then when her sister, Vivienne, was 
born we were complete. Knowing Mikaela makes 
me feel honored and proud to be her mother.” 
Mikaela’s precious spirit burns brightly in 
memory for those who loved her most but also 
for those lives she touched so briefly with her 
creativity, her giving, and her compassion.   

The children who received a backpack wrote 
notes and drew pictures to thank Mikaela. Some 
notes make mention of an angel, which is how 
they choose to remember her and her supreme act 
of bravery in being a force for good in the world. 
To be so young and yet full of such a wise mind 
and kind heart, sharing her blessings with others, 
is a page from her remarkable story that we can 
all learn and grow from.  

Thank you, Mikaela. 
It is supporters like Mikaela that are so vital to 

our work. Donations and volunteers free us to 
offer premium case management to those who 
need it, allowing us to offer the care and focus on 
each client who comes through our door. 
Dedicated partnerships push our vision that one 
day, we will eliminate homelessness. 

For volunteer opportunities to help our 
homeless brothers and sisters, and donate, visit 
theelizabethcoalition.org.

908-251-9441 
Mrhandyman.com 

License number: 13VH09897400

- NO JOB TOO SMALL - 
- 100% SERVICE GUARANTEE - 

- 2500+ POSITIVE ONLINE REVIEWS -

10% DISCOUNT
On labor only, materials not included. Cannot be combined with other offers. Exp. 1/31/23.

(above) Mikaela Santos
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Dr. Robert V. Scalera, Jr., Director 
908 322 7800 

www.njdentalcare.com 
567 Park Avenue  

Scotch Plains, New Jersey 
CONVENIENTLY LOCATED ACROSS FROM PARK MIDDLE SCHOOL

SAVE $350 
UPPER OR LOWER DENTURE 
FULL · PARTIAL · FLEXIBLE 

(REG $2750 - $3400) 
Cannot be combined with any other offers. Expires 3/31/23 RM

Most Insurances Accepted • Interest Free Financing • u a r q

DENTALCARE FOR 
THE ENTIRE FAMILY

COMPLIMENTARY 
NEW PATIENT EXAM & DIGITAL X-RAYS 

WITH THIS AD (A $345.00 value) 
Cannot be combined with any other offers. Expires 3/31/23 RM

FIND PASSION AND PURPOSE THIS WINTER
seamless opportunity to make healthy living 
easy for all, whether they travel to the Y or join 
their favorite class from home,” stated Rodger 
D. Koerber, Chief Operating Officer. “Here, 
neighbors from all backgrounds and walks of 
life can discover common ground, broaden their 
perspectives and support one another. At the Y, 
there are no strangers, only friends you haven’t 
yet met.” 

The Gateway Family YMCA is a non-profit 
charitable organization serving Eastern Union 
County and Northern Middlesex County since 
1900. As a leading nonprofit committed to 
strengthening community by connecting all 
people to their potential, purpose and each other, 
the Y focuses on empowering young people, 
improving health and well-being and inspiring 
action in and across communities. By bringing 
together people from different backgrounds, 
perspectives and generations, the Y ensures that 
all have access to the opportunities, 
relationships and resources necessary to learn, 
grow and thrive. Through the Annual Support 
Campaign, Membership For All Financial 
Assistance is available to those who qualify. 

The Gateway Family YMCA offers a variety 
of programs to help achieve greater health and 
well-being, nurture youth and inspire 
individuals to give back to better their 
community. Winter 2023 program registration is 
available online at www.tgfymca.org for 
programs including swimming lessons, youth 
sports, active older adult fitness, dance, 
gymnastics, virtual WISE adult services and 
chronic disease self-management programs. 
Through the 7th Grade Initiative, youth are 
supported with a complimentary membership, 
leadership opportunities and special events.  

To learn more about The Gateway Family 
YMCA, visit tgfymca.org or contact the 
Elizabeth Branch 908-355-9622, Five Points 
Branch 908-688-9622, Rahway Branch 732-
388-0057 or the Wellness Center Branch and 
WISE Center Branch 908-349-9622 for more 
information.

The Gateway Family YMCA 
Find your passion and purpose at The 

Gateway Family YMCA this Winter. At the Y, 
you’ll find more than just a place to work out. 
With opportunities to connect with new people, 
develop new skills, explore new interests and 
support your community, you’ll discover new 
passions and gain a greater sense of purpose. 
The Gateway Family YMCA is inviting the 
community to visit the Y and learn more with an 
Open House from January 11-13 and a YMCA 
Membership Special through January 15.  

“We all need a place to go where we feel 
supported and where we belong. The Y is that 
place for many. A place where adults can find 
life balance; children can reach their full 
potential; seniors can be active and find 
community; and families can connect and 
strengthen relationships,” stated Melynda A. 
Disla, CEO, The Gateway Family YMCA. “Our 
supportive community of staff and members will 
inspire you to find your inner strength and 
expand your health in spirit, mind and body.” 

To help more people benefit from the Y, The 
Gateway Family YMCA is hosting a 
membership special through January 15, 
providing No Joiner Fee for all new members 
who join using the code NY23 at 
tgfymca.org/join-the-Y or in person at the Y. 
Flexible membership opportunities are 
available, including short-term memberships, 
virtual memberships, and a free community 
membership for all to belong to the Y. In 
addition, The Gateway Family YMCA will be 
opening their doors to the community January 
11-13 for a YMCA Open House at four locations 
in Elizabeth, Rahway and Union. For more 
information, visit tgfymca.org/events 

At the Y, individuals and families have the 
opportunity to improve their health and well-
being and connect with the community, all while 
participating in their favorite program or 
activities at the Y, or virtually from home. “To 
be our best selves, we need to take care of our 
wholes selves, and our goal is to provide that 

Since 1947... 
The Most Trusted Name in  

Transmission and AutoCare®

Trusted Quality, Service & Value
Your One-Stop Service Center  
for All Your AutoCare Needs!
• Free “Peace of Mind” Inspection 

• Free Towing with Major Repairs 

• Nationwide Warranty 

• Expert Transmission  
and Auto Repair 

• Foreign and Domestic 

• Cars, Vans, SUVs, Trucks, RVs 

• Automatic and Standard  
Transmissions

Family Owned & Operated 
Serving Union Since 1964 

1415 Stuyvesant Ave, Union, NJ 

908-687-0300 
Our Goal: Customers for Life 

Financing Available 
www.UnionLeeMyles.com
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(above) The Union High School Interact Club, along with the Rotary Club of Union,  
Hillmann Consulting, and the Union YMCA, held a successful Socktober Drive,  

collecting 1,665 pairs of socks for donation.

SOCKTOBER DRIVE COLECTS 1,665 DONATIONS
The Rotary Club of Union 

More than 830 people will be touched by the 
goodness of some Union High School students.  

The Union High School Interact Club, directed 
by Dr. Ed Boffa, performed a tremendous act of 
giving. In conjunction with the Rotary Club of 
Union, Hillmann Consulting, and the Union 
YMCA, they held a Socktober Drive. Last year, 
the Interact Club collected 1,099 pairs of new 
socks. This year, the members of the Rotary Club 
and Hillmann, along with caring citizens, donated 
492 pairs. Students and families at Livingston 
School collected 261 pairs. Union High School 
students donated 912 pairs. These groups joined 
forces and collected a total of 1,665 pairs of new 
socks! These socks will be donated to the 
Gateway Family YMCA Elizabeth branch where 
they participate in Code Blue in Elizabeth as well 
as supportive and transitional housing for men, 
women, and families. 

The students in the Interact Club and Dr. Boffa 
are dedicated to making their community a better 
place. Rotary and Interact members take action 
to make their communities better. They 
contribute their time, energy, and passion to carry 
out meaningful and sustainable projects that 
promote peace, fight disease, provide clean water, 
support education, help mothers, children and the 
needy, and grow local economies. 1,665 socks for 
those in need certainly make the community 
better.

Courtesy photo

908-607-3211 
AIPMobilityPlus.com 

750 Boulevard • Kenilworth, NJ

Stay in the home and 
community you love!

CHAIR LIFTS
SALES, RENTALS 
& INSTALLATION
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a u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile 
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall  

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical 
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Electrical Lic. # 14616  
& Plumbing w #8660

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
ALL PHASES OF ELECTRICAL WORK 
• FIXTURES • OUTLETS • PANEL CHANGE  
• SECURITY • HIGHHATS • CEILING FANS

WIRED RITE 
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

201-600-3530

Free 
Estimates

Senior 
Citizen  

Discount

24 Hour 
Emergency Service

CENTER FOR HOPE’S AUXILIARY YEAR-END DONATION
ABOUT CENTER FOR HOPE HOSPICE & 
PALLIATIVE CARE, INC. 

Center for Hope Hospice & Palliative Care 
(Center for Hope) is a non-profit, community-
based organization that provides terminally ill 
patients with hospice care, and their families or 
loved ones with physical, emotional, and 
spiritual support during their time of need. The 
Center actively supports the individual's right to 
live out the remainder of their life with dignity 
and in comfort, surrounded by the love of family 
and friends, and eased from the burdens of 

physical, emotional, spiritual, financial or social 
distress. Center for Hope welcomes all 
terminally ill patients, their families and loved 
ones without concern for race, ethnicity, 
religious affiliation or ability to pay. It also 
offers pain and symptom management for 
chronically ill and seriously ill patients through 
its palliative care program. Center for Hope 
operates two facilities in Scotch Plains and 
Elizabeth; the latter provides nearly $3.5 million 
a year in charity care. For more information, 
visit cfhh.org.

(above, l-r) The officers of the Center for Hope Auxiliary present a $100,000 check to the Center 
for Hope’s Board of Trustees Chairman. Pictured are Marge Hussey, Dolores Paruta, 

Ginny Comer, Thomas Kasper, Dolores Hynes, and Rosemary Burke.
Courtesy photo

The Center for Hope Hospice & Palliative 
Care, a community-based non-profit hospice 
organization in Union County, New Jersey, 
celebrated the season with their Auxiliary on 
Monday, December 5. At the party, the Center 
received a very generous gift: a check for 
$100,000 representing the funds raised from the 
Auxiliary over the past year. 

Marge Hussey, the Auxiliary’s president, was 
pleased to be able to present the check to the 
Center. “Each year,” she said, “with our many 
events and the Hope Chest Thrift Store, we work 
tirelessly to not only educate the community 
about the Center, but to help the Center in its 
mission: providing only the finest in hospice care 
to all those who need it regardless of an inability 
to pay. As I present the fruits of that work to the 
Center tonight, I hope you all can share the pride 
I feel in knowing that we’re making a difference 
in the lives of so many each and every year.” 

Tom Kasper, the Chairman of the Center’s 
Board of Trustees, was on hand to accept the 
gracious donation. “This is incredible,” he said. 
“While each and every one of us, alone, do what 
we can, it pales in comparison to the work that 
can be done when we come together as a group 
and work toward a goal. You all have shown that 
here tonight. There’s simply no way the Center 
can properly state the gratitude we feel for the 
Auxiliary throughout the year.”  

Marge concluded by saying, “As we come 
together this holiday season, I want to again 
thank everyone for their hard work…and remind 
everyone that our work is not done! Next year, 
those in need in our community will still remain 
and will still need our support.” She reminded the 
group that “we still need new members to help us 
do even more next year.” 

The Center for Hope offers hospice and 
palliative care in its two residences in Scotch 
Plains and Elizabeth, and provides hospice care 
to patients in the wider community where they 
live. For more information on the Center or the 
Auxiliary, visit cfhh.org.  
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We need 30 Ugly Homes with Ugly Kitchens, 
Bathrooms, Siding, Window, etc., Inside or Outside 
that need fixing or Remodeling. We will Repair and 
Remodel them and shoot video for training film and 
future TV show on Home Remodeling Work. 

Must Sign Release, for purpose of filming job! This 
must be a complete remodeling job, not just patch 
up work. This remodeling is to be specially priced, 
with compensation going back to the homeowner 
for a signed release. 

Serious lnquiries Please!

UGLY HOMES WANTED 
FOR TELEVISION PROGRAM 

IN THIS AREA

CALL 833-375-1472 
Ask for TV Project Department, for job evaluation 

and estimate of cost and compensations!

Tri-State Creations LLC - Lic. #s: NJ-13VH04728900, PA-39104

HANDYMAN
Mr. Reliable 
908-462-4755

20% OFF 
For Seniors

PAYLESS ROOFING 
Roofing – Siding – Chimney Repairs 

Roof Coatings - Flat Roofs 
Power Washing  

• Same Phone # for 20 Years • 

Call 908-486-0866 
or 973-906-8404 

   Lic # 13VH00418100

ROTARY HOLDS FOOD DRIVE
The Rotary Club of Union held a food drive to 

benefit members of the Township of Union. The 
club donated $500 to purchase food and 
individual members donated bags of food and 
ShopRite gift cards. Twenty bags of food were 
donated to the Connecticut Farms Church Food 
Pantry and to the Union Township Food Pantry 
as well as a total of $600 in gift cards. The motto 
of Rotary is "Service Above Self" and the 
members were happy to share in that service. 

The Rotary Club of Union meets at Suburban 
Golf Club, Morris Avenue usually on the first and 

third Thursdays of the month at noon. Rotary 
provides service to others, contributes to 
community, and world goodwill and charities, 
through fellowship of business, professional and 
community leaders. The motto is "Do good in the 
world. Service above self." As Covid is waning, 
we are  residents or business owners in Union 
who are dedicated to helping our community as 
we continue to grow and thrive. Our activities 
include speakers who make us aware of needs in 
the town, state and world and involvement in 
charities and services.

(above) Pictured are members of Rotary and Hillmann employees  
with bags of food delivered to the food pantry.

Registrations for the 2023-2024 
academic year are now being accepted 
• Faith-based environment 
• Early Childhood Program  

Pre K3 & Pre K4 (Full & Half Day) 
• Full Day academically based  

Kindergarten 
• Primary, Elementary,  

and Middle School curriculums  
• Controlled class size 
• Average 16:1 student-teacher ratio  
• Chromebooks for grades 3-8 
• Before and after care programs  

are available daily on site  
• Member of the National Catholic  

Education Association (NCEA) 
• Accredited by the Middle States  

Association Commission  
on Elementary Schools

OPEN HOUSE SCHEDULE 
Thursday, January 26, 2023 

7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 
Sunday, January 29, 2023  

12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
PLEASE CALL 
(908) 276-9425 

100 Alden Street, Cranford, NJ 
www.smscranford.com 
E-Mail: saint.michael@verizon.net

CELEBRATING OVER 90 YEARS 
OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 

#SMS STRONG 
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Advertise  
in 1 or all  
24 towns

Online at RennaMedia.com  
and NJLocalinfo.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET 
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY! 
Tina Renna 908-418-5586 • tinarenna@rennamedia.com 
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • joerenna@rennamedia.com 

202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

Renna Media offers a full  
range of marketing services,  
in print and online, hyper- 
local to regional, for every  
budget and market size. 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
We mail 160,000 newspapers  

to every home and business in  
24 towns. You can advertise  

in any number of towns.  
Ads start at $60. 

FULL COLOR PRINTING 
We print flyers and menus,  

full color, two sided,  
on coated stock for only 

$45 per thousand. 

DIRECT MAIL 
Insert your flyer into the  

newspapers and get it mailed  
to every home and business for  
$60 per thousand and as low as  

$30 per thousand for higher 
quantities. 

ONLINE MARKETING 
Online ads and press releases  
designed and placed to drive  

traffic to your website and get  
your phone ringing. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
We can design and/or manage  
your social media campaign  

from passive to aggressive plans  
customized to work within  

your budget. 

WEBSITE AND 
SEO SERVICES 

Start with an audit/analysis  
of your website giving you a  
report and recommendations  

for $250. 
 

It is highly recommended to  
have a marketing plan and  

budget before spending.   

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A  
FREE CONSULTATION. 

908-447-1295

Marketing 
Toolbox
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JANUARY IS A SOUPER 
TIME TO VISIT RAHWAY

Rahway is your winter destination in 2023! 
Looking for something to do to fight off those 
winter blues? Bundle up and take the train, 
rideshare, or drive to Rahway to experience all 
that the city has to offer. Rahway is home to a 
diverse small business community with unique 
retail shops and dining experiences. You can start 
your day in Rahway with a hot cup of coffee and 
some shopping, get the kids out of the house for 
lunch and some family game time at the arcade, 
and plan a date night with drinks and dinner at 
any one of our many delicious restaurants. No 
matter what cuisine you are craving, you will find 
it in Rahway! Watch a show at the Union County 
Performing Arts Center, view an exhibit at one of 
our art galleries, or listen to local musicians who 
can help you rock and sway your way through the 
winter months. 

Looking to warm up this winter? Our annual 
Soup Stroll, presented by our Special 
Improvement District (SID), will return every 
Saturday in January (Jan 7, 14, 21, 28) from 1-4 
p.m. Mayor Raymond Giacobbe and the Rahway 
City Council encourage everyone to attend this 
free event as a great way to get together with 
friends, get out of the house, and sample some 
delicious soups while strolling through the City. 

Restaurants will be stirring up their finest 
soups for you to try, so be sure to follow 
@Rahwayishappening on Facebook and 
Instagram or visit 
RahwayisHappening.com/soupstroll for 
participating eateries and more information. Snap 
a photo of you and your Soup Stroll Squad 
enjoying your samples and share it with 
@rahwayishappening on Instagram to enter our 
Soup Stroll Selfie contest for a chance to win a 
$25 Gift Card to your favorite participating 
restaurant. 

After you’re done sampling soups, grab a 
drink, watch the game, or sit down for a bite to 
eat at one of your favorite Rahway bars or 
restaurants. January is a Souper time to visit 
Rahway! 

Visit Rahwayishappening.com for information 
on parking, lists of shops and restaurants and 
details about all of our upcoming events!

locally owned since 1984 

www.vdsnj.com 
facebook.com/vdsnj 
email: ira@vdsnj.com 
908-964-4004 
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

• Video Tape Transfers 
• DVD & Flash Drive Duplication 
• High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning

FLYERS 

$45 
PER 1,000

MENUS 

$85 
PER 1,000

• GET UNLIMITED CLICKS 
An alternative to expensive pay-per-click programs 

• FREE AD DESIGN AND COPYWRITING 
Advertising webpage includes many features 
including write-up, images, video, Google map, etc. 

• POSTS ARE SHARED THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA 
Posts shared on multiple Facebook pages and twitter. 

• PAID SEARCH ENGINE PROMOTIONS 
Posts are promoted by industry, key words and location. 

• TRACKABLE RESULTS 
All ads include a live view counter.

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

ONLINE ADS & PRESS RELEASES 
DRIVE LOCAL TRAFFIC TO YOUR WEBSITE $10 

PER POST 
Block of 20 for $200 

Single post is $20

Full Color Flyers and Menus Printed and Mailed  
to Every Home and Business in Town!
FLYERS - $45 PER THOUSAND 
8.5" x 11" / Full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock 
Tri-fold add $10 per thousand. Minimum order $450 

LARGE MENUS - PRINTING - $85 PER THOUSAND 
For quantities more than 50,000 cost is $55 per thousand. 
11"x17" / Full color /2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock. Min. order $850 
Includes folding (quarter fold or tri-fold, with or without coupons tab) 

INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS 
$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.) 
Minimum order $400
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