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MAILED FREE TO EVERY HOME  
AND BUSINESS IN SCOTCH PLAINS
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Photos from this and other events can be found online at rennamedia.com and on  
Scotch Plains Monthly page on facebook.com Feel free to “Like,” “Tag,” and “Share.”

Mary DePaola 
Broker Associate 

Personal, Professional, 
Proven 

Coldwell Banker Realty 
Westfield West 

Cell: 908-963-8673 (Best #) 
Office: 908-233-0065 

Mary.depaola@cbrealty.com

If a New Home 
is in  

Your New Year- 
Call Me and  

Make Your Move  
with Mary!TM

HOLIDAY CELEBRATION AT THE VILLAGE GREEN
The Township of Scotch Plains hosted a holiday celebration on Sunday, 

December 4th at the Alan M. Augustine Village Green. The event was 
supported by the Scotch Plains Business and Professional Association. 
There were performances by Theatrical Artists Prep, photos with Santa, a 
petting zoo, horse-drawn carriage rides, face painting, vendors and more. 
The grand finale was the Christmas tree lighting.

(above, l-r) At the Scotch Plains Holiday Celebration and Tree Lighting 
on December 4, Santa arrived on a firetruck and the Grinch also made 
an appearance. Scotch Plains-Fanwood UNICO members were present 

with giveaways for those in attendance. Pictured here are UNICO 
members with The Grinch: Jeff Blanck, Daniela Sellinger, The Grinch, 

and Luciana Rodak.

(More photos an page 17.)
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SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone 
you know accomplish something amazing? 
We are interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your 
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

 
ADVERTISING 

Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ Scotch Plains Monthly

IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY CHURCH 
TO HOST “ALPHA” SESSIONS

Is There More to Life Than This? In a world 
of isolation, anonymity, and keyboard-warriors, 
Alpha offers content and guidance for churches, 
ministries, and individuals to create a space for 
honest and open conversations about life’s 
biggest questions. Everyone is welcome and no 
questions are off limits. 

Alpha is a place to connect with other people 
who are open to exploring life, faith, and 
meaning. Alpha fosters honest, open, and 
judgment-free conversations for anyone to 
explore the Christian faith. Each session includes 
a time to connect with others (often over a free 
meal), watch a short video on an element of the 
Christian faith, and then a chance for each person 
to share thoughts and questions with the group. 

“I was invited to participate in the Alpha pilot. 
From the initial meeting, I knew this was 
something that I wanted to be a part of,” explains 
Nancy Schreck. “After completing the pilot, I 
joined the Alpha team to help plan for the future 
of Alpha at IHM. It’s a wonderful opportunity for 
people at any level of faith to meet new people 
and explore new ideas.” 

Sessions are free to attend and are scheduled 
on Monday nights at 7:30 p.m. The first meeting 
will be live and in-person on Monday, February 
13, 2022 beginning at 7 p.m. in the Nazareth 

Center of Immaculate Heart of Mary (IHM) 
Church: 1571 S. Martine Ave. Scotch Plains. 
Good food and conversation will be offered to all 
in attendance. Most meetings after that will be 
hosted on Zoom. Links and directions will be 
provided to those who register. Participation is 
capped at 30 people. 

“When I offered tech support for the pilot 
program at IHM, I had no idea what I was in for. 
I'm not very religious. But Alpha was an 
unexpected surprise!” offers Gabe Lamberty. 
“The program is interesting and entertaining. And 
it’s nice to meet new folks from the community. 
Overall an unforgettable experience.” 

“I’m looking forward to the Alpha 
experience,” says Lou Zappo. “It sounds like a 
lot of fun, and who knows, I might learn 
something about myself.” 

Registration is required, please go to our 
website at ihmparish.net/alpha or call 908-889-
2100. If you have questions about Alpha, please 
email office@ihmparish.net.
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SP-F UNICO WELCOMES 
NEW MEMBERS

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Chapter of 
UNICO recently welcomed two new members 
into its organization. Serina Agosta and Joe 
Schiavo were sworn in by past president Geri 
Samuel at the chapter's November meeting. 

UNICO is the largest Italian-American service 
organization in the United States. The 
organization's objectives are to promote the 
image of Italian Americans, to serve the 
community, and to contribute to charitable, 
cultural, and educational organizations and 
projects. 

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Chapter of 
UNICO was chartered in 1973. The chapter raises 
and donates thousands of dollars annually to 
support scholarship programs, organizations, and 
individuals in the New Jersey area. Since 1974, 
they have co-sponsored the St. Barts / UNICO 
Italian Festival which attracts thousands of 
visitors over Labor Day weekend. 

UNICO takes great pride in its rich history, 
cultural heritage, and dedicated membership. The 
local chapter also has been recognized as 
“Volunteer of the Year” and has earned its place 
in the community for service to others and 
charitable contributions. 

You are invited to learn more about the Scotch 
Plains-Fanwood Chapter of UNICO at 
spfunico.com and anyone interested in 
membership is encouraged to email the chapter 
at spfunico@gmail.com.

(above, l-r) Serina Agosta and Joe Schiavo 
were sworn in by the Chapter's Past President 

Geri Samuel. Courtesy photo

COLLEGE CLUB OF F-SP HOLDS RAFFLE DRAWING
The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains 

held a drawing for two Shop Rite gift cards on 
October 9 at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains. 
Members of the College Club and friends 
gathered to share hospitality, the arrival of fall, 
and cheer the raffle winners. 

The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains 
expresses sincere appreciation to all who 
purchased raffle tickets for the Shop Rite Gift 
Cards. Due to the generosity of the Culley/Lusk 
families who donated the $750 in gift cards, the 
$3,750 generated by the ticket sales will go 
directly into the club‘s scholarship fund for the 
coming year. 

The winners of the $500 and $250 Shop Rite 
gift cards are from Fanwood and Fords, NJ.

FAMILY  
SUPPORT GROUP

Are you feeling stressed and alone in trying to 
cope with the effects of a loved one’s mental 
illness? Union County’s Family Support Group 
is for family members and caregivers of persons 
with mental illness. The group is led by NAMI-
trained facilitators and is a peer support group 
that allows participants to gain insight from 
others facing the same challenges. 

Zoom sessions are held on the 3rd Tuesday of 
every month from 7 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. To register, 
email Denise at: namiunioncounty@yahoo.com 
with your name, town, and phone number.
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CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE  

EXPANDS INTO CLARK
GWACC Chamber of Commerce at its 

November Board of Director meeting approved 
the addition of the Clark Business Alliance, and 
the Irish Business Association (IBA) to the 
GWACC Chamber. GWACC will now cover six 
towns, Clark, Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside, 
Scotch Plains, and Westfield.  

Elected to the GWACC Board of Directors for 
a one-year term were Alan Tennant, President of 
the Clark Business Alliance, and Steve Flood, 
President of the Irish Business Association. These 
additions will afford exceptional access to 
business professionals in all six towns.  

The first meeting in Clark took place at 
Manny’s Diner on November 10 and was 
sponsored by the Clark Township. GWACC will 
now continue to schedule and publicize IBA and 
Clark Township events.  

Gene Jannotti, GWACC CEO stated, “This is 
the first expansion of GWACC in many years and 
it will bring a new group of business 
professionals into the organization. All existing 
members will benefit from this relationship.”  

Clark Mayor Sal Bonaccorso said, “I am 
excited to see the Clark Business Alliance as part 
of GWACC working with businesses in town. We 
need to support our local businesses in any way 
we can, they are the heartbeat of a thriving 
community.” 

All future networking event information and 
registration can be found on the GWACC 
website, GWACCNJ.com. 
ABOUT THE GWACC 

Established over 74 years ago, the GWACC is 
the primary business organization in Clark, 
Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Garwood, 
Mountainside, and Westfield. The chamber 
promotes local business opportunities, economic 
development, and community growth. The 
GWACC includes 500 member businesses and 
nonprofit organizations. For more information, 
go to GWACCNJ.com or call Gene Jannotti at 
908-233-3021.

SANTA’S HELPERS
Over the last four years, a small group of 

Santa’s elves has helped fill Christmas stockings 
for Family Promise of Union County. The 
organization serves low income families and 
families experiencing homelessness. 

Students and staff at the Academy for 
Performing Arts at the Magnet School in Scotch 
Plains participated this year also. Kaitlyn 
Landaverde, a Junior from Clark, organized the 
drive at the high school. 

Patricia Novy of Clark, who started the project 
four years ago, shared the fact that the group 
filled 36 stockings the first year, 67 stockings last 
year and 91 Christmas Stockings for children 
ages 4 to 12 this year.  

“The need is greater than ever,” Novy said. “In 
speaking with Family Promise, the children often 
receive donated gifts, but stockings are not 
considered. Our little group of friends, family and 
former colleagues help fill that void.”  

We are inspired each year by this quote from a 
nine-year-old boy, “When you give something; 
someone else gets.”

(above) Patricia Novy with Christmas stockings 
waiting for delivery to Family Promise of 

Union County.

Courtesy photo
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HEATING & COOLING

732 331 9572

Kay’s Affordable 
HVAC/R LLC

SERVING CENTRAL NEW JERSEY FOR OVER 12 YEARS 
1 Rahway River Parkway, Union. NJ 07083 

Master HVAC/R Contractor License # 19HC00914400

WINTER SPECIAL 
GAS FURNACE OR BOILER 

TUNE UP $49 
Plus any parts and labor if repairs needed*. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

UP TO $1,250 
IN MANUFACTURERS REBATES 
AND $800 IN UTILITY REBATES 

AVAILABLE TO BUYERS.* 
Rebates available while funds last. 

Up to 60 months $0 down 
Interest Free Financing* 
12 Years Parts & Labor  

Warranty on Most Models* 

* Call for Details

We Take Checks, Cash and Most Credit Cards

ASK ABOUT OUR SENIORS DISCOUNTS

Kashawn Dixon, Owner      Ryki Ukrainski, Partner

“Affordable & Reliable. Give Us a Call.”  
Great Work at Great Prices. Check Out Our Google Rating.

Gas & Oil Boiler Replacement.  
Furnace & Air Conditioning Replacement.  

Combi Boilers. All Makes & Models Serviced.

Furnaces & Air Conditioning Boilers Combi Hot Water Boilers Furnaces & Air Conditioning
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CHILDREN LEARN THE MITZVAH OF “GIVING” ON GIVING TUESDAY
of cans and boxes of food that were donated by 
the monumental Giving Tuesday event, the next 
day. 

Our sincere thanks to the leadership, students, 
and members of our sister agencies, the JCC of 
Scotch Plains and the Jewish Educational Center, 
for their generosity and hard work on behalf of 
the community. Our community children have 

certainly learned the Mitzvah of “Giving” on 
Giving Tuesday. 

Visit jfscentralnj.org/donate, to make a 
donation to the JFSCNJ Charlotte Shak Food 
Pantry, or any one of our programs. Contact 
Danielle McLeer, dmcleer@jfscentralnj.org, if 
you would like to learn about volunteer activities 
at JFSCNJ.

(above) The Two’s class photo Courtesy photo

JCC of Central New Jersey 
Two Union County agencies came together on 

“Giving Tuesday” to assist the Jewish Family 
Service of Central NJ (JFSCNJ) Charlotte Shak 
Food Pantry with a food collection of several 
thousand cans and boxes of food, and other 
essential products.  The JFSCNJ Board, staff and 
constituents served, were overwhelmed by the 
generosity of donations received with the “Pack 
the Truck” initiative spearheaded by the Jewish 
Community Center (JCC) of Scotch Plain’s 
“Giving Tuesday” event.  

Students and community members dropped off 
their donations of packaged food and toiletries 
into a truck parked in the JCC’s parking lot the 
entire day.  The truck then made its way to the 
JFSCNJ Halpern Building in Elizabeth, were the 
middle school students from the Jewish 
Educational Center in Elizabeth, sorted thousands 

HANDYMAN
Mr. Reliable 
908-462-4755

20% OFF 
For Seniors
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“The Classy Choice 
In A Trashy Business”

ADDITIONAL SERVICES: 
• DEMOLITION PROJECTS 

CLEAN OUTS • BULK PICKUPS

$50 OFF 
ANY DUMPSTER RENTAL 
DELUCA DISPOSAL SOLUTIONS 
1-844-DELUCA-1 • 1-844-335-8221 

With this coupon. Offer expires 1/31/23. 
Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. 

10% OFF 
JUNK REMOVAL 

DELUCA DISPOSAL SOLUTIONS 
1-844-DELUCA-1 • 1-844-335-8221 

With this coupon. Offer expires 1/31/23. 
Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. 

1-844-DELUCA-1 • 1-844-335-8221 
www.delucadisposalsolutions.com 

delucadisposalsolutions@gmail.com 
Residential & Commercial 

FREE ESTIMATES • QUALITY SERVICE • FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

DUMPSTER 
RENTAL

JUNK REMOVAL

Free Estimates
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TEEN HELPS RAISE MONEY FOR FAMILIES FACING PEDIATRIC CANCER
Nick Swandrak, 18, of Cranford, NJ, teamed 

up with retired NFL Coach Tom Coughlin to raise 
money for local families facing pediatric cancer 
on October 21 at Cipriani 42nd Street, New York. 
In a speech to a crowd of nearly 500 professional 
athletes, celebrities and supporters at the Tom 
Coughlin Jay Fund’s annual Champions for 
Children Gala, Swandrak shared his own journey 
of being diagnosed and treated for acute 
lymphoblastic leukemia and his subsequent 
relapse earlier this year. The Jay Fund, the 
nonprofit founded by the two-time Super Bowl 
winning coach of the New York Giants, marked 
its 17th year of providing financial, emotional 
and practical support for families tackling 
pediatric cancer in the New York/New Jersey 
Metropolitan area. 

Swandrak knows all too well the challenges 
families face when a child is diagnosed with 
cancer, and he is passionate about raising 
awareness and funds to support them. He has 
spent much of the last four years enduring 
grueling cancer treatments and being isolated 
from his friends due to his immunocompromised 
condition. His family, like all families who have 

a child with cancer, has faced expensive medical 
bills coupled with rising inflation and record-high 
food costs.  

Swandrak and his family have been supported 
by the Jay Fund throughout his treatment.  

“The Jay Fund covered our mortgage 
payments when our bills became overwhelming 
and has given me experiences that I will never, 
ever forget,” Swandrak told the crowd of current 
and former New York Giants, business leaders 
and Jay Fund families and supporters. 

Swandrak’s emotional words captivated the 
audience, and his speech was one of the 
highlights of a night that raised $1.25 million for 
the Jay Fund and the families it serves in the New 
York/New Jersey Metropolitan area. 

“Nick is a remarkable young man and a current 
Jay Fund scholarship recipient,” said Mary Jane 
Pulzello, Managing Director of the Tom 

(above) Nick Swandrak, a Cranford, NJ, teen 
who has been tackling pediatric cancer for 

more than four years, joined former NY Giants 
head coach Tom Coughlin and the Tom 

Coughlin Jay Fund to help raise funds for other 
NY/NJ children and their families facing 

childhood cancer.
Courtesy photo

Coughlin Jay Fund in NY/NJ. “He received a 
standing ovation from the audience, as many 
were deeply moved by this young man’s courage 
and tenacity in fighting cancer for more than four 
years.” 

Swandrak thanked his medical team who 
continue to help him through this fight, as well 
as his friends and family who have lifted him up 
from day one. He saved his most heartfelt 
appreciation for his parents, stating their love and 
support have been everything to him. 

“As of today, I’ve had 126 chemo shots, 28 
spinal taps, and over 200 days sleeping on 
scratchy hospital sheets,” Swandrak told the 
crowd. “Fighting cancer is tough. You’re in bed, 
and sick a lot of the time. There are days that are 
a real struggle. But I’m looking forward to 
ringing that bell for the second time this 
December and being back in remission.”

WOOD FLOORS 
Sand • Stain • Refinish • Repairs • Installation 

CARPET & RUGS 
Clean • Stretch • Sanitize • Repairs • Bind 
RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET 

A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC. 
116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ 

908-913-4650 
Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard 

10% Discount On labor only. Materials not included. Cannot 
be combined with other offers. Exp. 12/31/22.
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1043 Raritan Rd., Clark, NJ 07066 
www.nespinecenter.com 

Call 732-827-0800 
for your RISK-FREE Consultation!

Northeast 
Spine& 

Wellness 
Center

THRIFT SHOP
Tuesday, January 3 marks the re-opening of 

the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Thrift Shop after a 
week-long closure for the holiday season. 
Featured for January is a wide variety of new 
and gently used household goods, including 
small appliances, cooking and bakeware, bowls, 
glasses and dish sets. 

A trip to the Thrift Shop in January is the 
perfect time to: 
• Replenish or supplement items in your own 

kitchen cabinets. 
• Help set up a new living space for first-time 

home buyers.  
• Gather goods for a college student who will 

soon be moving from a dorm room to a shared 
apartment. 

• Purchase items at a very reasonable cost to re-
donate. There are many charities helping 
adults and families in need set up homes of 
their own. 
Customers of the Thrift Shop will also find 

regularly replenished clothing in sizes from 
infants to plus-size adults; shoes; all types of 
accessories from scarves to pocketbooks; bric-a-
brac; linens; and toys, games, books and DVDs, 
all at very reasonable prices that simply cannot 
be beat at any local store. Goods sold at the store 
come from very generous donors within our 
communities, and all store proceeds outside of 
operating expenses are donated by the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Service League to local non-profit 
organizations or used for student scholarships. 

The Thrift Shop is located at 1741 East 
Second Street in Scotch Plains and is open 
Tuesday through Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m., and Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Children are welcome provided they are 
accompanied by an adult.  

To learn more about the Service League, our 
donation policy and volunteer opportunities 
please call the store during Thrift Shop business 
hours at 908-322-5420  

or visit the Scotch Plains Thrift Shop website,  
scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com.

(above) Small appliances and kitchen essentials 
abound at the shop. 

a u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile 
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall  

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical 
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Electrical Lic. # 14616  
& Plumbing w #8660
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Dr. Robert V. Scalera, Jr., Director 
908 322 7800 

www.njdentalcare.com 
567 Park Avenue  

Scotch Plains, New Jersey 
CONVENIENTLY LOCATED ACROSS FROM PARK MIDDLE SCHOOL

SAVE $350 
UPPER OR LOWER DENTURE 
FULL · PARTIAL · FLEXIBLE 

(REG $2750 - $3400) 
Cannot be combined with any other offers. Expires 3/31/23 RM

Most Insurances Accepted • Interest Free Financing • u a r q

DENTALCARE FOR 
THE ENTIRE FAMILY

COMPLIMENTARY 
NEW PATIENT EXAM & DIGITAL X-RAYS 

WITH THIS AD (A $345.00 value) 
Cannot be combined with any other offers. Expires 3/31/23 RM

CENTER FOR HOPE’S AUXILIARY YEAR-END DONATION
those in need in our community will still remain 
and will still need our support.” She reminded the 
group that “we still need new members to help us 
do even more next year.” 

The Center for Hope offers hospice and 
palliative care in its two residences in Scotch 
Plains and Elizabeth, and provides hospice care 
to patients in the wider community where they 
live. For more information on the Center or the 
Auxiliary, visit cfhh.org.  
ABOUT CENTER FOR HOPE HOSPICE & 
PALLIATIVE CARE, INC. 

Center for Hope Hospice & Palliative Care 
(Center for Hope) is a non-profit, community-
based organization that provides terminally ill 
patients with hospice care, and their families or 
loved ones with physical, emotional, and 

spiritual support during their time of need. The 
Center actively supports the individual's right to 
live out the remainder of their life with dignity 
and in comfort, surrounded by the love of family 
and friends, and eased from the burdens of 
physical, emotional, spiritual, financial or social 
distress. Center for Hope welcomes all 
terminally ill patients, their families and loved 
ones without concern for race, ethnicity, 
religious affiliation or ability to pay. It also 
offers pain and symptom management for 
chronically ill and seriously ill patients through 
its palliative care program. Center for Hope 
operates two facilities in Scotch Plains and 
Elizabeth; the latter provides nearly $3.5 million 
a year in charity care. For more information, 
visit cfhh.org.

(above, l-r) The officers of the Center for Hope Auxiliary present a $100,000 check to the Center 
for Hope’s Board of Trustees Chairman. Pictured are Marge Hussey, Dolores Paruta, 

Ginny Comer, Thomas Kasper, Dolores Hynes, and Rosemary Burke.
Courtesy photo

The Center for Hope Hospice & Palliative 
Care, a community-based non-profit hospice 
organization in Union County, New Jersey, 
celebrated the season with their Auxiliary on 
Monday, December 5. At the party, the Center 
received a very generous gift: a check for 
$100,000 representing the funds raised from the 
Auxiliary over the past year. 

Marge Hussey, the Auxiliary’s president, was 
pleased to be able to present the check to the 
Center. “Each year,” she said, “with our many 
events and the Hope Chest Thrift Store, we work 
tirelessly to not only educate the community 
about the Center, but to help the Center in its 
mission: providing only the finest in hospice care 
to all those who need it regardless of an inability 
to pay. As I present the fruits of that work to the 
Center tonight, I hope you all can share the pride 
I feel in knowing that we’re making a difference 
in the lives of so many each and every year.” 

Tom Kasper, the Chairman of the Center’s 
Board of Trustees, was on hand to accept the 
gracious donation. “This is incredible,” he said. 
“While each and every one of us, alone, do what 
we can, it pales in comparison to the work that 
can be done when we come together as a group 
and work toward a goal. You all have shown that 
here tonight. There’s simply no way the Center 
can properly state the gratitude we feel for the 
Auxiliary throughout the year.”  

Marge concluded by saying, “As we come 
together this holiday season, I want to again 
thank everyone for their hard work…and remind 
everyone that our work is not done! Next year, 

(908) 276-5367 
(201) 666-0003 

358 North Avenue East 
Cranford, NJ 

www.reynolds-plumbing.net

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Lou DiFabio 
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio 
Lic. #11749

REYNOLDS PLUMBING
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SAGE Home Care 
The most trusted 

in Home Care for 68 years

Our home health aides adhere 
to CDC and Department of Health 

COVID-19 protocol.

Call Today: 908-273-5550

•   Home Health Aides are equipped  
with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)  

•   Clients and Home Health Aides are screened  
for COVID-19 symptoms prior to placement.

CRAIG CLARK CELEBRATES ANNIVERSARY OF HEART TRANSPLANT
as organ and tissue donors. “One organ and tissue 
donor can save eight lives and enhance the lives 
of over 75 others,” said Craig. 

At the age of 17, Craig enlisted in the U.S. 
Marine Corps. He earned bachelor’s degrees in 
Criminal Justice and Art History from Seton Hall 
University before returning to active military 
duty as an Artillery Officer. At that time, doctors 
detected that Craig had a heart murmur, and he 
was soon diagnosed with cardiomyopathy. 
Despite his critical health challenges, Craig and 
his wife, Anna, raised their three children, Adam, 
Rachel and Nathan, and he enjoyed a successful 
career in transportation and supply chain 
management. 

As years passed, Craig’s heart disease grew 
progressively worse. He suffered a stroke and his 
heart stopped beating twice in a two-week period. 
Craig had a defibrillator implanted, but he was 
later diagnosed with congestive heart failure 
(CHF) in 2017. He was added to the heart 
transplant waiting list. On August 25, 2018, while 
admitted at NYU Langone, Craig’s prayers were 
answered when he received “the call” from NYU 
Langone cardiologist Alex Reyentovich, MD that 
a heart was available for transplant. 

“I remember answering the phone was 
basically the only thing that I had enough strength 
to do at the time,” said Craig. “The next day, I 
had my transplant. I recovered quickly in the 
immediate days and weeks after transplant. I was 
out of the hospital in just seven days!” 

Currently, there are over 100,000 Americans – 

nearly 4,000 of whom live in New Jersey – 
waiting for a life-saving transplant, according to 
United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS). 
However, the generosity of those in the Garden 
State is providing hope for the future.  

 To learn more, get involved and register  
as an organ and tissue donor,  
visit www.NJSharingNetwork.org.

(above) Heart transplant recipient Craig Clark 
of Scotch Plains recently celebrated the four-
year anniversary of his life-saving transplant.

Photo courtesy of NJ Sharing Network

Craig Clark, 61, is taking time to reflect on 
the gift of life and the miracle of organ and 
tissue donation and transplantation as he 
recently celebrated four years since his life-
saving heart transplant. With his health and 
strength now restored, Craig is living each day 
to its fullest by enjoying life’s precious moments 
and spending time on his favorite hobbies, 
including home improvement projects, day trips 
and travel. 

“Each day that I get to travel and spend time 
with extended family and friends or special 
events like our children’s weddings or the birth 
of a grandchild, I remember that it was made 
possible thanks to my organ donor and the care 
of Susan Pardi, NP, and the amazing transplant 
team at NYU Langone who kept me alive 
through heart failure,” said Craig. 

Now four years post-transplant, Craig is filled 
with energy and spends as much time as possible 
with his grandchild. He is also forever mindful of 
his organ donor who gave him the gift of life. 
“The only thing that I know about my donor is 
that he was 51 years old when he passed,” said 
Craig. “My donor or his family’s decision to be a 
donor has essentially given me a new lease on 
life.” 

Craig has also made it a priority to advocate 
for NJ Sharing Network, the nonprofit 
organization responsible for the recovery and 
placement of donated organs and tissue in the 
Garden State. By sharing his story with others, 
Craig hopes to encourage more people to register 

908-607-3211 
AIPMobilityPlus.com 

750 Boulevard • Kenilworth, NJ

Stay in the home and 
community you love!

CHAIR LIFTS
SALES, RENTALS 
& INSTALLATION
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When working with 
P&G Admissions Advisors,  
students discover colleges  

that are academically,  
socially and financially  

the “right fit”.  
 

To learn more about 
the services we offer, 

please visit our website at 
www.pgadmissions.net.  

 
Contact us  

for a free consult at 
pgadmissionsadvisors 

@gmail.com

GIVING THANKS FOR A LIFE WELL LIVED 
Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless

Mikaela Santos came into our lives in the 
summer of 2022. In July, we received an email 
from Karen Gilmour, a yoga instructor with 
Alluem Yoga in Cranford, telling us about a 
young student with a desire to give back to the 
community, especially homeless children. She 
wanted to collect backpacks full of all the 
necessary school supplies to start the year off 
right. Mikaela, together with her instructor 
Karen, her sister Vivienne, her mother Yesica, her 
Aunt Natalie, and her good friend, Marielle, 
started a giving tree with the backpack needs of 
nearly 50 children in our housing programs.  

A few weeks later at the beginning of the 2022 
school year Mikaela passed away. Mikaela was 
just 11 years old. She lived most of her life in and 
out of hospitals because she had childhood 
cancer. So briefly did we know her yet how 
profoundly she affected us all. She left everyone 
she met with a sense of love and light. And it is 
her story we want to share with you today. 

Just days after her death, her mother, sister, 
aunt, and friend delivered her backpack project 
to the Elizabeth Coalition. We were amazed at the 
love and care that went into creating each 
individual backpack.  Mikaela willed her idea 
into being…she really made it happen!   

What made Mikaela so special was her ability 
to transform her experiences of pain and illness 
into a project for others. Mikaela was asked what 
inclined her to helping others when she herself 
was going through so much. Mikaela answered, 
matter of fact-ly, “I might have cancer but I also 
have love, a home, and my family to support me. 
One thing does not have to do with the other.” 

Karen remembers Mikaela as someone who 
always showed up with love…to the studio…to 
her practice of yoga…to her friendships. “Every 
moment with Mikaela was a favorite one. I loved 
her little laugh and her sweet smile. Mikaela was 
a light in this world…and in my life.” 

Mikaela’s mom, Yesica, recalls how knowing 
Mikaela made her a different person, “Mikaela 
was my first-born, she’s the reason I became a 
mother and then when her sister, Vivienne, was 

born we were complete. Knowing Mikaela makes 
me feel honored and proud to be her mother.” 
Mikaela’s precious spirit burns brightly in 
memory for those who loved her most but also 
for those lives she touched so briefly with her 
creativity, her giving, and her compassion.   

The children who received a backpack wrote 
notes and drew pictures to thank Mikaela. Some 
notes make mention of an angel, which is how 
they choose to remember her and her supreme act 
of bravery in being a force for good in the world. 
To be so young and yet full of such a wise mind 
and kind heart, sharing her blessings with others, 
is a page from her remarkable story that we can 
all learn and grow from.  

Thank you, Mikaela. 
It is supporters like Mikaela that are so vital to 

our work. Donations and volunteers free us to 
offer premium case management to those who 
need it, allowing us to offer the care and focus on 
each client who comes through our door. 
Consistent, dedicated partnerships push our 
vision that one day, we will eliminate 
homelessness and equip each person with the 
support they need. 

For volunteer opportunities to help our 
homeless brothers and sisters, and donate, visit 
theelizabethcoalition.org.

(above) Mikaela Santos
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Is this your year to make a move?
NoW IS A GreAt tIme to Sell 

Homes are selling with 
mUltIPle oFFerS & GreAt PrICeS! 

let my 25 yeArS oF exPerIeNCe 
Work For yoU! 

Is this your year to make a move? 
Call me! 

Anne Weber 
realtor 

Cell: 908-456-2500 
office: 908-233-0065 

Anne.Weber@cbmoves.com#AnneWeberSellsHouses

“MAN OF THE YEAR” AND “YOUTHS OF THE YEAR”
his long career, Peter worked in the radio, 
television, advertising and printing industries. 
After his retirement in 1994, Peter volunteered to 
mentor start-up and operating businesses through 
the U.S. Small Business Administration and the 
U.S. Department of Commerce. A Holocaust 
survivor, Peter also volunteers through the Jewish 
Federation of Great MetroWest’s Holocaust 
Council to educate younger generations, either 
through one-to-one meetings with Bar and Bat 
Mitzvah students or through presentations to 
elementary, middle school and high school 
classes. 

“Youth of the Year” Michael Liebermann is a 
12th-grader at Westfield High School and “Youth 
of the Year” Keira Baerson is in 11th grade at 
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School. Both 
honorees are madrichim (teachers’ aides) in 
CBI’s Religious School and attend Darcone, the 

synagogue’s program for High School students. 
Both students also assume additional leadership 
roles at CBI and within the larger Jewish 
community. Michael participated in the Diller 
Teen Fellowship program, a selective leadership 
development program for Jewish 10th and 11th 
graders, sponsored by the Jewish Federation of 
Greater MetroWest NJ. Keira, in turn, spent last 
summer in Israel with USY (United Synagogue 
Youth) on its EPIC program (Experience with 
Purpose, Intention, and Community). 

"The CBI Men's Club Selection Committee 
worked with the synagogue's clergy and staff to 
identify those individuals who truly exemplify 
the best of CBI," said Jonathan Jaffe, chair of the 
Selection Committee. "Peter is widely known for 
his participation in an ongoing ‘Twinning’ 
program with Bar and Bat Mitzvah teens, as he 
continually shares his story about escaping the 
Nazis with new generations. Meanwhile, Michael 
and Keira are superb representatives of CBI's 
youth; both have accomplished so much already, 
and we are very pleased to honor them for all of 
their hard work within the Jewish community. 
Both are tremendous role models for the students 
in our Hebrew School."  

The Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs 
presents awards annually to recognize volunteers 
who have been active leaders within their 
communities. Congregation Beth Israel is 
affiliated with The United Synagogue for 
Conservative Judaism and has an active Men’s 
Club and youth program. For synagogue 
information, call 908-889-1830.

(above, l-r) Photographed at the award ceremony are Peter Fleischmann; David Glass, 
Northern New Jersey Region (NNJR) President; Michael Liebermann; and Keira Baerson.

Courtesy photo

Congregation Beth Israel 
Peter Fleischmann, Michael Liebermann, and 

Keira Baerson, members of Congregation Beth 
Israel (CBI) in Scotch Plains, were honored as 
“Man of the Year” and “Youths of the Year”, 
respectively, at the Northern New Jersey Region 
of the Federation of Jewish Men's Clubs dinner, 
held at Temple Beth Ahm Yisrael in Springfield, 
on Sunday, December 4. 

This year’s “Man of the Year”, Peter 
Fleischmann, has been an active member of CBI 
since 1965. Born in Czechoslovakia in 1927, 
Peter emigrated to the United States at age 14 
with his parents and brother and lived in Forest 
Hills, Queens. He served in the U.S. Army Air 
Corps for 18 months, and later earned a B.S. in 
Journalism from the University of Illinois. Peter 
married his late wife Bernice in 1950; he has 
three children and seven grandchildren. During 

SCHOLARSHIP APPS 
AVAILABLE

The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains 
2023-2024 scholarship application forms can be 
obtained from the SPFHS Counseling Office, at 
spfk12.org, or at fspcollegeclub.org. 

This will be the 87th year that female students 
seeking financial assistance to pursue a four-
year college degree have been helped by the 
College Club’s fundraising efforts. To date the 
College Club has awarded approximately 
$750,000.00 in scholarships to approximately 
574 local women. In 2022-23 the club awarded 
$30,500 to 12 recipients. 

In the words of one of the scholarship 
recipients, “From the bottom of my heart I thank 
the College Club for investing in my education. 
It means the world to me that I have a team of 
female supporters who saw something in me and 
spent their precious time and energy to raise the 
scholarship money that will enable me to further 
my education and pursue my dreams. I hope that 
one day I can return the favor and share the same 
generosity with future candidates.” 

Application materials must be postmarked on 
or before February 15, 2023, to be considered. 

The F-SP College Club Scholarship 
Committee will be ready to begin reviewing 
applications the first week of March. The 
decision to select the 2023-24 scholarship 
recipients will be finalized in mid-April.



Scotch Plains Monthly • Page 16  • January 2023      

908-251-9441 
Mrhandyman.com 

License number: 13VH09897400

- NO JOB TOO SMALL - 
- 100% SERVICE GUARANTEE - 

- 2500+ POSITIVE ONLINE REVIEWS -

10% DISCOUNT
On labor only, materials not included. Cannot be combined with other offers. Exp. 1/31/23.

We need 30 Ugly Homes with Ugly Kitchens, 
Bathrooms, Siding, Window, etc., Inside or Outside 
that need fixing or Remodeling. We will Repair and 
Remodel them and shoot video for training film and 
future TV show on Home Remodeling Work. 

Must Sign Release, for purpose of filming job! This 
must be a complete remodeling job, not just patch 
up work. This remodeling is to be specially priced, 
with compensation going back to the homeowner 
for a signed release. 

Serious lnquiries Please!

UGLY HOMES WANTED 
FOR TELEVISION PROGRAM 

IN THIS AREA

CALL 833-375-1472 
Ask for TV Project Department, for job evaluation 

and estimate of cost and compensations!

Tri-State Creations LLC - Lic. #s: NJ-13VH04728900, PA-39104

Fully Insured Free Estimates

SLATE - TILE - ASPHALT SHINGLES

908-389-0200

Lic. # 
13VH06601300

DO YOU NEED A 
DUMPSTER?

908-234-2382 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable Service

Call to Reserve One Today
Professional Delivery & Pickup

NJ DEP# S27236

Affordable

We take (but not limited to)... 
General Construction 
Household Waste 
Concrete & Asphalt

Logs & Stumps 
Demolition Debris 

Bulky Waste

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
ALL PHASES OF ELECTRICAL WORK 
• FIXTURES • OUTLETS • PANEL CHANGE  
• SECURITY • HIGHHATS • CEILING FANS

WIRED RITE 
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

201-600-3530

Free 
Estimates

Senior 
Citizen  

Discount

24 Hour 
Emergency Service

BUTTERFLY RELEASE REFLECTS ON GRIEF AND LOSS 
Imagine, A Center for Coping with Loss

reflections on grief and loss followed by the 
release of the butterflies. As it was a cool night, 
many of the butterflies chose to stay close to the 
warmth of the children and adults releasing them 
sitting on hands, shoulders and jackets as they 
warmed themselves before flying off. It was an 
intimate ceremony of remembrance and Imagine 
and Fairview plan to partner again in the spring 
to provide another opportunity for families to 
participate.  

Imagine offers free year-round grief support 
groups for children ages 3-18 and young adults 
19-30 who are coping with a loss due to death. 
Concurrently, support groups are available for the 
parents and guardians of the children in the 
groups and are offered in English and Spanish. 
Imagine also offers grief and loss education and 
training to the community. For more information 
please contact Imagine at 908-264-3100 or 
info@imaginenj.org.

(above) Members of Imagine and Fairview Cemetery came together for a Butterfly Release Ceremony. Courtesy photo

Over 30 Imagine participants and staff 
gathered in the Tribute Meadow at Fairview 
Cemetery in Westfield held on Saturday, 
October 22. It’s a lovely spot near the weeping 
willows, pond, and fountains. They came 
together for a Butterfly Release Ceremony 
arranged by Imagine staff member, Kristin 
Imbimbo and Sharon Rossman and Rick Ralph 
of Fairview Cemetery. 

The ceremony included poetry, music and 
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Photos from this and other events can be found online at rennamedia.com and on  
Scotch Plains Monthly page on facebook.com Feel free to “Like,” “Tag,” and “Share.”

HOLIDAY CELEBRATION AT THE VILLAGE GREEN
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Advertise  
in 1 or all  
24 towns

Online at RennaMedia.com  
and NJLocalinfo.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET 
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY! 
Tina Renna 908-418-5586 • tinarenna@rennamedia.com 
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • joerenna@rennamedia.com 

202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

Renna Media offers a full  
range of marketing services,  
in print and online, hyper- 
local to regional, for every  
budget and market size. 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
We mail 160,000 newspapers  

to every home and business in  
24 towns. You can advertise  

in any number of towns.  
Ads start at $60. 

FULL COLOR PRINTING 
We print flyers and menus,  

full color, two sided,  
on coated stock for only 

$45 per thousand. 

DIRECT MAIL 
Insert your flyer into the  

newspapers and get it mailed  
to every home and business for  
$60 per thousand and as low as  

$30 per thousand for higher 
quantities. 

ONLINE MARKETING 
Online ads and press releases  
designed and placed to drive  

traffic to your website and get  
your phone ringing. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
We can design and/or manage  
your social media campaign  

from passive to aggressive plans  
customized to work within  

your budget. 

WEBSITE AND 
SEO SERVICES 

Start with an audit/analysis  
of your website giving you a  
report and recommendations  

for $250. 
 

It is highly recommended to  
have a marketing plan and  

budget before spending.   

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A  
FREE CONSULTATION. 

908-447-1295

Marketing 
Toolbox
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JANUARY IS A SOUPER 
TIME TO VISIT RAHWAY

Rahway is your winter destination in 2023! 
Looking for something to do to fight off those 
winter blues? Bundle up and take the train, 
rideshare, or drive to Rahway to experience all 
that the city has to offer. Rahway is home to a 
diverse small business community with unique 
retail shops and dining experiences. You can start 
your day in Rahway with a hot cup of coffee and 
some shopping, get the kids out of the house for 
lunch and some family game time at the arcade, 
and plan a date night with drinks and dinner at 
any one of our many delicious restaurants. No 
matter what cuisine you are craving, you will find 
it in Rahway! Watch a show at the Union County 
Performing Arts Center, view an exhibit at one of 
our art galleries, or listen to local musicians who 
can help you rock and sway your way through the 
winter months. 

Looking to warm up this winter? Our annual 
Soup Stroll, presented by our Special 
Improvement District (SID), will return every 
Saturday in January (Jan 7, 14, 21, 28) from 1-4 
p.m. Mayor Raymond Giacobbe and the Rahway 
City Council encourage everyone to attend this 
free event as a great way to get together with 
friends, get out of the house, and sample some 
delicious soups while strolling through the City. 

Restaurants will be stirring up their finest 
soups for you to try, so be sure to follow 
@Rahwayishappening on Facebook and 
Instagram or visit 
RahwayisHappening.com/soupstroll for 
participating eateries and more information. Snap 
a photo of you and your Soup Stroll Squad 
enjoying your samples and share it with 
@rahwayishappening on Instagram to enter our 
Soup Stroll Selfie contest for a chance to win a 
$25 Gift Card to your favorite participating 
restaurant. 

Visit Rahwayishappening.com for information 
on parking, lists of shops and restaurants and 
details about all of our upcoming events!

Learn at your own pace with customized sessions.  
Private lessons conducted via Skype, Facetime, etc.  
Sample my playing on Instagram & Soundcloud:  
Search "PJ Cotroneo Band". For information, contact: 

Guitar Lessons
ONE-ON-ONE 

60 MINUTE INSTRUCTION  $45

PJ Cotroneo 908-380-8438 
pj@pjcotroneoband.com

BFA. The New School-NYC 
MFA, Rutgers-Newark 

COMIC BOOKS 
GOLD & SILVER COINS 

SPORTS CARDS 
& MEMORABILIA 

1 ITEM OR AN ENTIRE ESTATE 
ASK FOR MIKE 
908-303-3749

WANTED TO BUY

FLYERS 

$45 
PER 1,000

MENUS 

$85 
PER 1,000

• GET UNLIMITED CLICKS 
An alternative to expensive pay-per-click programs 

• FREE AD DESIGN AND COPYWRITING 
Advertising webpage includes many features 
including write-up, images, video, Google map, etc. 

• POSTS ARE SHARED THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA 
Posts shared on multiple Facebook pages and twitter. 

• PAID SEARCH ENGINE PROMOTIONS 
Posts are promoted by industry, key words and location. 

• TRACKABLE RESULTS 
All ads include a live view counter.

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

ONLINE ADS & PRESS RELEASES 
DRIVE LOCAL TRAFFIC TO YOUR WEBSITE $10 

PER POST 
Block of 20 for $200 

Single post is $20

Full Color Flyers and Menus Printed and Mailed  
to Every Home and Business in Town!
FLYERS - $45 PER THOUSAND 
8.5" x 11" / Full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock 
Tri-fold add $10 per thousand. Minimum order $450 

LARGE MENUS - PRINTING - $85 PER THOUSAND 
For quantities more than 50,000 cost is $55 per thousand. 
11"x17" / Full color /2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock. Min. order $850 
Includes folding (quarter fold or tri-fold, with or without coupons tab) 

INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS 
$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.) 
Minimum order $400
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SHOP FROM HOME 
Visit our website: 

MaranoSonsAuto.com 

Search over 135 vehicles 
by Make / Model/ Year/ Color /  
Body type / Engine specs / etc. 
 
Featuring Online Purchasing. 
Touchless Delivery & Curbside Pick Up of Sanitized Vehicles. 
 
Physical inspection of sanitized vehicles by appointment only. 
Call to visit our two Garwood Locations: 
 
 

Buying & Selling Used Cars & Trucks Since 1955

Like us on 
Facebook!!!

Credit problems? 
Call us to get you approved!

SUV & Trucks 
507-13 South Avenue 
Garwood, NJ 07027 

908-789-1551 
Fax 908-789-2744

Cars & Specialty Vehicles 
150 South Avenue 
Garwood, NJ 07027 

908-789-0555 
Fax 908-789-1792

SELLING A VEHICLE? GIVE US A CALL!


