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Mary DePaola 
Broker Associate 

Personal, Professional, 
Proven 

Coldwell Banker Realty 
Westfield West 

Cell: 908-963-8673 (Best #) 
Office: 908-233-0065 

Mary.depaola@cbrealty.com 
Make your Move  

with Mary!™

WISHING YOU 
JOYOUS HOLIDAYS  

IN YOUR HOME

HIP-HOP DANCE BRINGS COMMUNITY, POLICE TOGETHER
Police officers tried to keep up with the children at the annual dance-off between 

Fanwood and Scotch Plains officers during the regular hip-hop class hosted by the 
Fanwood Recreation Department at Forest Road Park Tuesday, November 15, 2022. 

Fanwood officer Dan Hudspith and Scotch Plains officers Willie DeJesus and 
Mike Baltazar boldly went where many dare not go--sliding scissors, butt spins, 
cyphers and posing with the children of Maria Daniel’s popular Hip-Hop Experience. 

“You can go to every continent and find someone who connects with the hip-hop 
culture,” remarked Daniel. “So it’s also a way of unifying the community, 
connecting, responding and building relationships.” 

Daniel, an attorney, gave up the courtroom to be a dance instructor. Though she 
still teaches law at Union County and Hudson County Colleges, dance is her main 
passion in life, one she appreciated more after a bout with Lyme disease that caused 
near-paralysis in her legs. During her recovery, she realized dancing was her true 
calling. 

“I was no longer an attorney who danced. I’m a dancer who’s an attorney.” 
The Fanwood and Scotch Plains police officers added a measure of excitement 

for the children in the class and their parents. Seeing the cops in full uniform 
attempting the sometimes daunting hip-hop moves was quite an equalizer on the 
dance floor. The final dance-off between Scotch Plains officer DeJesus and Fanwood 
officer Hudspith was a modest affair, eclipsed by the larger messages of community 
outreach, fun and diversity.

(above) Officer Hudspith’s  
ending pose

Photos by Tom Kranz

(above) Group, children, officers and Maria Daniel
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SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone 
you know accomplish something amazing? 
We are interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your 
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

 
ADVERTISING 

Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ Scotch Plains Monthly

RESCUE SQUAD AUXILIARY HELPS VETS 
Contributing Author:  Susan Baldani, a life member of the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad.

During the month of October, the Scotch 
Plains Rescue Squad Auxiliary collected much-
needed household items for previously homeless 
veterans residing at Valley Brook Village on the 
Veteran’s Administrative Campus in 
Lyons/Basking Ridge, NJ. As usual, the residents 
of Scotch Plains and Fanwood came through with 
abundance. 

“The community response was extraordinary,” 
says Lila Maxwell, who is the  co-president of the 
Auxiliary along with Judy Sullivan. “We were 
very grateful that our veterans were remembered 
and honored for their service as demonstrated by 
the strong support from the community.”  

On Sunday, November 5, members of the 
Auxiliary and the Rescue Squad were onsite at 
Valley Brook to distribute laundry soap, dish 
soap, surface cleaners, toilet paper, toilet wipes, 
paper towels, coffee, ShopRite gift cards and 
other items to some of the 112 men and women 
residing at the independent living community. 

The veterans would like to pass along their 
heartfelt thanks to everyone who donated. These 
very deserving heroes are always grateful for 
people giving their time and money to make their 
lives just a little bit easier. 

Adds Lila, “On behalf of the Auxiliary, I want 
to extend to the community our thankfulness and 
appreciation for their support.”  

The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad Auxiliary 
meets once a month, and its grass roots function 
is to assist the Squad in many capacities – from 

holding fundraisers and providing meals during 
crises to performing outreach to squad and fellow 
auxiliary members. Members also attend town 
functions, such as fairs, concerts and holiday 
events, in order to connect with the community 
and promote Squad interest. 

If interested in becoming a member of the 
Auxiliary, go to scotchplainsrescuesquad.com/ 
the-auxiliary/. For more information on helping 
the veterans at Valley Brook Village, contact 
Steve Hackenberg at 908-723-0788 or at 
dnea117@gmail.com.

(above) On Sunday, November 5, members of 
the Auxiliary and the Rescue Squad were onsite 
at Valley Brook to distributed donations to some 

of the 112 men and women residing at the 
independent living community.

Courtesy photo
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SHINING STARS “CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR“ – DEC. 9
Curci. “We are so excited to bring a new show to 
the stage and cannot wait to connect with our 
incredible audience again to celebrate the holiday 
season.”  

Shining Stars Network is wrapping up a big 
year, which included their annual “Evening of 
Shining Stars” Spring Show, Summer Performing 
Arts Workshop, and their successful Paper Mill 
Playhouse debut performing in front of a sold-out 
audience at the Paper Mill Brook Side Cabaret.  

“Shining Stars Network is not only about 
performing, but more importantly we’re about 
building self-confidence and self-esteem,” said 
Shining Stars co-director Nicole Greene. “Our 
cast members are not only talented, but inspire us 
every day, and we are all very excited about 
taking the stage again to share another magical 

night with the audience.”  
Tickets are on sale now at UCPAC.org. For 

groups of 10 or more, email 
shiningstarsnetwork@gmail.com.  

The night will also feature a Tricky Tray and 
50/50 raffle. Doors will open at 6:00 p.m.  

Shining Stars Network is a 501(c)3 not-for-
profit organization based in Cranford, N.J. that 
offers opportunities in the performing arts for the 
special needs community.  

Plans for the 2023 season include their 2nd 
“Reach for the Stars” Gale, set for March 14 at 
the elegant Park Chateau Estate & Gardens in 
East Brunswick.  

For more information on Shining Stars 
Network or to make a donation, please visit 
shiningstarsnetwork.org.

Celebrate the holiday season when the Shining 
Stars take the stage for their 2022 “Christmas 
Spectacular” set for Friday, December 9 at 7:00 
p.m. The show will take place on the main stage 
at the historic Union County Arts Center in 
Rahway as this talented cast sings and dances to 
many of your holiday favorites.  

With many cast members from all over Union 
County and beyond, Shining Stars Network has 
been producing live programming for the special 
needs community for ten years.  

This year’s Christmas Spectacular marks the 
return of the Shining Stars to one of the most 
beautiful theaters in New Jersey and will feature 
35 special needs cast members and their 
volunteer buddies from local high schools, who 
serve as mentors to the cast during rehearsals.  

Two previous Shining Stars shows at UCPAC 
drew more than 1,000 audience members for 
each performance, and already, the buzz is 
building in the community.  

“We’re so excited to ring in the holiday 
season,” noted Shining Stars Network co-founder 
and President Mike Curci. “Our stars are ready 
to share their smiles, energy and amazing talents 
with everyone. This will be a great way to cap off 
our 10th anniversary celebration.”  

“We strongly believe in creating an inclusive 
environment for our cast, and our buddies are an 
integral part of the Shining Stars experience,” 
noted Shining Stars co-founder and director Sally 

(above) The Shining Stars will take the stage 
for their 2022 “Christmas Spectacular” on 

Friday, December 9 at 7:00 p.m.

908-251-9441 
Mrhandyman.com 

License number: 13VH09897400

- NO JOB TOO SMALL - 
- 100% SERVICE GUARANTEE - 

- 2500+ POSITIVE ONLINE REVIEWS -

10% DISCOUNT
On labor only, materials not included. Cannot be combined with other offers. Exp. 12/31/22.
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Florist: 908-322-7691 • Landscaping: 908-322-6762

211 Union Ave 
@ Rt 22 East 

Scotch Plains

Serving The Community For Over 100 YearsOPEN UNTIL 9 pm: Nov 25, Until Dec 23 • Dec 24 until 2 pm 
www.ponziosflorist.com

• CHRISTMAS TREES - Balsam Fraser and Concolor Fir 
• Handmade Grave Covers and Wreaths • Holiday decorations 

• CANDLES • Holiday floral arrangements  
• FIREWOOD and firewood accessories

Like us on  
Facebook

PONZIO’S CELEBRATING 109 YEARS IN BUSINESS 
Submitted by Andrew Ponzio

Ponzio’s is the oldest family owned and 
operated business in Scotch Plains, NJ. 

My great-grandfather Mateo Ponzio 
emigrated from Italy in the early 1900’s and 
began operating Ponzio’s at its current location, 
211 Union Ave., in 1913, selling hay, feed, and 
firewood. He also did some hauling. 

Where the florist is located today was once a 
general store/boarding house that sold tea, 
candy, tobacco and other items. A greenhouse 
was added. The florist began in the 1940’s under 
my grandparents Grace and Rocco Ponzio. 

My father, Carmen Ponzio worked and 
operated the florist for 66 years (since he was 
10), until he passed away in October 2022 at the 
age of 76. 

Currently, I own and operate the firewood, 
landscape, and garden center, and my mother, 
Arlene Ponzio now continues to operate the 
florist. 

Ponzio’s have also been selling Christmas 
trees, handmade grave covers, and wreaths 
during the holiday season for many years. We 
also retail plants, candles, firewood accessories, 
camping and fishing supplies, as well as live bait 
-nightcrawlers for fishing. 

It’s a labor of love. The best part is when 
customers return to share a story of Ponzio’s 
Florist having been a part of their lives through 
a prom, wedding, or funeral arrangement. 

 
(right) Mateo Ponzio emigrated from Italy in 

the early 1900’s and began operating Ponzio’s 
at its current location, 211 Union Ave., in 1913.

LIBRARY PROGRAMS 
Thursday, December 1, 7pm 

Understanding My Teen 
A virtual program with social worker Karen Mitchell. 
Learn more about the biology behind your teenager’s 
behavior and reframe the question of “what’s wrong” 

into “what’s happening”. 
Friday, December 2, 10am to Noon 

HYPERTENSION CLINIC 
With a public health nurse from Union County. 

Fridays at 10am 
BALANCE AWARENESS WITH YASMIN OFEK 

All you need are a chair and sneakers to experience this 
gentle but effective approach to moving confidently 

throughout the lifespan. This is a virtual class. 
Monday, December 5, 10am 

BRING YOUR OWN BOOK 
An informal discussion of what participants have 

recently read and enjoyed. This discussion will take 
place outside the Library, weather permitting. If weather 

is inclement, the discussion will move to Zoom. 
Thursday, December 8, 7pm 
THE SALEM WITCH TRIALS:  

RECKONING AND RECLAIMING. 
A virtual presentation  

of the New-York Historical Society’s exhibition. 
Thursday, December 15, 7pm 

EVENING BOOK CLUB 
Will meet virtually to discuss  

Beartown by Fredrik Backman. 
Monday, December 19, 7:30pm 

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 
Will meet inside the Library. 
Tuesday, December 20, 1pm 

AFTERNOON BOOK CLUB 
Will discuss Lost in Yonkers by Neil Simon. This 

discussion will take place inside the Library. 
Saturday, December 24 through Monday,  

December 26 - Library Closed 
Registration is required for all virtual 

programs. More information about the library 
can be found at www.scotlib.org.
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TICKETS NOW ON SALE FOR 24TH ANNUAL PIPES OF CHRISTMAS
The Pipes of Christmas will celebrate its 24th 

joyous season with performances in New Jersey 
and New York this December. The holiday 
favorite opens on Saturday, December 17 at 
Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church, located at 
921 Madison Avenue (at 73rd Street) for two 
performances at 2 and 7PM. The concert moves 
across the Hudson River on Sunday, December 
18 to Central Presbyterian Church located at 70 
Maple Street in Summit, NJ also with 
performances at 2 and 7PM. 

For those weary of the ceaseless stream of 
secular seasonal music from department stores to 
TV, the Pipes of Christmas offers a spiritual and 
traditional take on the season that connects 
concertgoers to the holiday in a fresh, meaningful 
way. The show features tunes such as, “Highland 
Cathedral,” “Joy to the World”, and “Amazing 
Grace”, all performed live on pipes and drums, 
harp and fiddle, and organ and brass and more. 
Not only does the performance define Christmas 
cheer, but also it inspires those of Celtic descent 
to retrace and reconnect to their ancestry. 

According to producer Robert Currie, “We are 
absolutely delighted to be bringing our concert 
back to full force after two devastating years 
weathering the Covid pandemic. Supporting our 
GoFundMe campaign will continue to make these 
concerts possible.” 

The 2022 production marks the NYC solo 
debut of soprano Sharon Lyons originally from 
Dublin, Ireland. 

The concert presents the music of Christmas 
accompanied by readings taken from the Celtic 
literature of Scotland, Ireland, and Wales. In 
addition to Ms. Lyons, featured performers 
include James Robinson from the film 
“Braveheart,” New England fiddle champion 
Paul Woodiel, champion harpist Rachel 
Clemente, and the Pipe Major Kevin Ray 
Blandford Memorial Pipe Band from Redlands, 
CA among many more. 

PROCEEDS SUPPORT SCHOLARSHIPS AND MORE 
Proceeds from the concert support an extensive 

music scholarship program, which include annual 
gifts to the National Piping Centre and the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland (both located in 
Glasgow, Scotland) the Gaelic College of Nova 
Scotia and the Carol Hassert Memorial Fine Arts 
Scholarship at Summit (NJ) High School.  

Proceeds also support the annual Tartan Day 
on Ellis Island celebration and the Society’s 
sponsorship of the US National Scottish Harp 
Championship, the Gaelic Literature Competition 
at Scotland’s Royal National Mod, and an 
academic research prize at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, 
Scotland’s Gaelic college on the Isle of Skye. 

Each year, concert highlights are webcast in hi-
definition over the Christmas holiday to a global 
audience in cooperation with HomeTowne 
Television. In addition to winning multiple Telly 
Awards for broadcast production excellence, the 
2020 virtual concert was a finalist for the coveted 
MG Alba Trad Music Award presented annually 
in Scotland. 

The concert is still accepting Title Sponsors as 
well as Program Ads. These gifts help offset 
production expenses and add help fund our 
scholarships. 

TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW 
Tickets may be purchased online exclusively 

through ShowTix4U at www.showtix4u.com (be 
certain you select the event name and date in the 
search engine). Reserved patron seats are 
available at both venues. 

 
ABOUT “THE PIPES OF CHRISTMAS” 

Since making its debut in 1999, The Pipes of 
Christmas has played to standing room only 
audiences. Now a cherished holiday event, the 
concert provides audiences with a stirring and 
reverent celebration of the Christmas season and 
the Celtic spirit. Audience-goers return year 
after year to experience the program, many 
reporting that the Pipes of Christmas has 
become part of their family’s annual Christmas 
tradition. 

The concert has been lavished with critical 
acclaim. In his review for Classical New Jersey 
Magazine, Paul Somers wrote, “The whole 
evening was constructed to introduce gem after 
gem and still have a finale which raised the roof. 
In short, it was like a well-constructed fireworks 
show on the Glorious Fourth. The Westfield 
Leader described the concert as “a unique sound 
of power and glory nowhere else to be found.”

(above) Pipers from the Kevin Ray Blandford 
Memorial Pipe Band are returning to the East 

Coast this December to join the company of the 
24th annual “Pipes of Christmas” concerts. 

(above) Soprano Sharon Lyons originally from 
Dublin, Ireland, will make her NYC solo debut 
at the 2022 Pipes of Christmas concerts in NY 

and NJ.

Is this your year to make a move?
NoW IS A GreAt tIme to Sell 

Homes are selling with 
mUltIPle oFFerS & GreAt PrICeS! 

let my 25 yeArS oF exPerIeNCe 
Work For yoU! 

Is this your year to make a move? 
Call me! 

Anne Weber 
realtor 

Cell: 908-456-2500 
office: 908-233-0065 

Anne.Weber@cbmoves.com#AnneWeberSellsHouses
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SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY FOR GRADUATING 
HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS OF ITALIAN DESCENT

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Chapter of 
UNICO, a local Italian-American service 
organization, is dedicated to helping local 
students maximize their talent and potential 
through educational pursuits. In the 49 years 
since our Chapter began, our organization has 
offered scholarships to graduating high school 
seniors. This year, our chapter will be offering 
four $2,500 scholarships.  

All graduating high school seniors of 
verifiable Italian heritage who plan to attend a 
post-secondary vocational, technical or trade 
school, a 2-year community college, or a 4-year 
college/university are encouraged to apply! 

Applicants must reside in Scotch Plains or 
Fanwood to be considered for an award. 
(Exception: Children of SP-F UNICO members 
in good standing have no residency 
requirements.) Awards are based on a 
combination of financial need, extracurricular 
activity and civic involvement, and academic 
excellence.  

Please visit our Scholarship Program page at 
unicospf.org for full requirements and to apply. 
Applications are due March 1, 2023.  

Questions may be directed  
to our scholarship chairpersons at  
spfunicoscholarship@gmail.com.

UNICO COLUMBUS DAY 
Submitted by Daniela Sellinger 

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Chapter of 
UNICO celebrated the voyages of Italian 
immigrants to America, the Italian heritage and 
Italian traditions during its annual Columbus Day 
Ceremony. The ceremony was held on October 
8, 2022, at Alan M. Augustine Park In Scotch 
Plains, just steps from the Columbus Monument.  

This year, our guest speakers were Dori 
Perrucci and Laura Swidersky. Both shared 
stories of their ancestors who immigrated to 
Scotch Plains, NJ, and shared their own 
experiences of growing up as Italian-Americans. 
Laura Swidersky was born and raised in Scotch 
Plains and still resides there today. Dori has 
written a book about her grandfather Concezio 
Perrucci's journey from Abruzzo to America and 
is waiting for it to be published!  

Dr. Matt Marino, a chapter member, was our 
Master of Ceremonies. Among those in 
attendance were Scotch Plains Mayor Josh 
Losardo, Scotch Plains Town Manager Al 
Mirabella, Town Council members, UNICO 
National Vice President Anthony Bencivenga, 
members from our chapter and other local 
chapters as well as many residents.  

Thanks to all those who came out to support 
us. A huge thank you to our Columbus Day 
committee members and township staff who 
assisted in making this a successful event.

Call For FREE Estimate

2600 Rt. 22 E • Scotch Plains 
www.CaffreyTree.com

STORM 

DAMAGE 
24/7

QUALITY FIREWOOD
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1043 Raritan Rd., Clark, NJ 07066 
www.nespinecenter.com 

Call 732-827-0800 
for your RISK-FREE Consultation!

Northeast 
Spine& 

Wellness 
Center

TINY TIM FUNDRAISER 
NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT
The Tiny Tim Fund is a registered New Jersey 

non-profit corporation 501(c)(3) that raises funds 
to provide financial assistance to help families 
pay for the medical expenses of children in 
Fanwood and Scotch Plains including doctors, 
dentists, and psychological testing. The 
organization has been assisting local families 
since 1983. 

This year the Tiny Tim Fund is hosting Carol 
Night on December 5 during which volunteers 
will carol in local neighborhoods requesting 
donations. Since carol groups will not be able to 
reach all neighborhoods in Fanwood and Scotch 
Plains, letters requesting financial support will 
also be distributed to local neighborhoods during 
the month of December. Donations for this year’s 
fundraiser are being requested during the current 
holiday season and are greatly appreciated all 
year long. Carol Night and the letter campaign 
will be the organization’s sole fundraiser.  

The Tiny Tim Fund is administered by a 
volunteer Board of Trustees which consists of 
Fanwood and Scotch Plains citizens from varied 
sections of the community. There are no 
administrative fees. All collected contributions 
are dispersed for children’s needs. 

Donations from local citizens as well as from 
civic and service organizations will enable the 
Tiny Tim Fund to continue supporting families in 
our community. The trustees are hopeful that 
members of the community who have generously 
supported the Fund in the past will make it 
possible for the Tiny Tim Fund to continue 
providing assistance to current cases as well as to 
accept new requests for financial assistance 
during the coming year. 

Checks made out to The Tiny Tim Fund can be 
mailed to The Tiny Tim Fund, PO Box 181, 
Fanwood, NJ 07023. 

Additional information can be obtained by 
contacting the Tiny Tim Fund at 
TinyTimSPF@gmail.com. Questions can also be 
directed to Barbara Anilo, President, at 
732-259-6348
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MAGNET HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNA LANDS INTERNSHIP IN HOLLYWOOD
Katherine Agnello of Fanwood, has been 

selected for the prestigious Television Academy 
Foundation Internship Program. She is one of 
just 12 students chosen by Television Academy 
members from across the country for the 2022 
fall program. The Foundation’s annual 
Internship Program provides eight-week paid 
internships at top Hollywood studios and 
production companies to college students 
nationwide. 

Agnello is a senior at Temple University 
studying media studies and production with a 
minor in screen studies. This fall she is an intern 
in the scripted television department at 
EPIX/MGM in Los Angeles, California. 
Relaunching as MGM+ in January 2023, the 
MGM-backed premium television network and 
streaming service provides a variety of content, 
including the Emmy®-winning series Godfather 
of Harlem and Chapelwaite, among others. 

While attending Union County Magnet High 
School in Scotch Plains, Agnello struggled with 
what career path to take in college. But, 
encouraged by her mother, she decided to follow 
her passion for storytelling, moving toward a 
television career and leading her to where she is 
today. 

“I love storytelling and the impact it has, 

specifically on television. I’m constantly 
inspired by the shows I watch and want to tell 
stories that help people feel seen,” said Agnello. 
“I’m most excited to learn about the 
entertainment industry by working with the 
Television Academy Foundation and am excited 
to learn about television production and find my 
place within it.” 

Interns become lifelong members of the 
Foundation’s alumni family, giving them access 
to events and networking opportunities as they 
build their careers in the industry.  
ABOUT THE TELEVISION ACADEMY FOUNDATION 

Established in 1959 as the charitable arm of the 
Television Academy, the Television Academy 
Foundation is dedicated to preserving the legacy 
of television while educating and inspiring those 
who will shape its future. Through renowned 
educational and outreach programs, such as The 
Interviews: An Oral History of Television 
Project, College Television Awards and Summit, 
Student Internship and Fellowship Programs and 
the Media Educators Conference, the Foundation 
seeks to widen the circle of voices our industry 
represents and to create more opportunity for 
television to reflect all of society. For more 
information on the Foundation, please visit 
TelevisionAcademy.com/Foundation.

(above) Katherine Agnello of Fanwood, a 
Union County Magnet High School Alumna and 

current Senior at Temple University, was 
selected for the prestigious Television Academy 

Foundation Internship Program.
Courtesy photo
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HANUKAH:  A HOLIDAY OF LIGHTS AND MIRACLES
TV commercials are filled with the sounds and 
traditions of Christmas. 

But regardless of where Hanukah falls in the 
calendar, I would suggest the following four 
reasons why Hanukah is a ‘major’ Jewish 
holiday and has lessons for both Jews and our 
non-Jewish neighbors to learn from share: 
1. Hanukah represents the first victory in human 

history for religious freedom. Had the Jewish 
Maccabees not won their war with the 
Greek/Syrian kingdom, Judaism may have 
died out and Christianity and Islam, both of 
which have roots in Judaism, may never have 
developed. The Jewish people celebrate the 
value for all of us to celebrate our respective 
religious traditions. 

2. Hanukah teaches us religious tolerance and to 
celebrate diversity and pluralism. As America 
becomes more diverse and welcomes citizens 
of many different religions from around the 
world, we learn from each other and how 
much we have in common. 

3. Hanukah reinforces the ability and 
opportunity of each minority to teach, learn 
and celebrate its religious traditions and its 
principles and unique ethnic and religious 
identity while we all share and believe in the 
values of freedom and democracy. 

4. Hanukah reminds us of the modern-day 
miracles that we have participated in: the 
redemption of over one million Jews from 

the former Soviet Union who were not 
allowed to learn about their Jewish faith and 
practice Judaism while under Communist 
rule; the rescue and welcoming of over 
100,000 Jews from Ethiopia and the rescue 
and of endangered Jews and other Jewish 
communities around the world. We must 
always be prepared to deliver the few from 
the many, the weak from the mighty and the 
righteous from the wicked. 
Finally, I would like to share that the word 

“Hanukah” means ‘dedication’ and comes from 
the same Hebrew word as ‘education.’ Hanukah 
is about making sure that we maintain our 
Jewish identity, that we teach our children, the 
values, the history, the rich heritage which is 
ours to embrace and pass on to the next 
generation. May the lights of our Hanukah 
menorah symbolize our love for Judaism, our 
right to practice Judaism as a minority while at 
the same time, sharing symbols of light and the 
theme of miracles with those who celebrate 
Christmas even as all of us strive to make the 
world a better place. For our Jewish tradition has 
taught us this eternal message: “It is better to 
light one candle than to curse the darkness.”     
Happy Hanukah and Happy Holidays to all! 

Rabbi Paul Kerbel is the spiritual leader  
of Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim in Cranford  

and the current chair of the Cranford  
Clergy Council.

Submitted by Rabbi Paul David Kerbel 
Hanukah is a ‘major’ Jewish holiday. You 

might be surprised by that. Most rabbis and 
Jewish educators would say just the opposite, 
that Hanukah is a ‘minor’ Jewish holiday. From 
the perspective of religious Jewish law, 
Hanukah does not have the same religious 
significance of Rosh Hashanah (the Jewish New 
Year), Yom Kippur (our Day of Atonement and 
forgiveness), Passover (our Festival of 
Freedom), Shavuot (the holiday where we 
celebrate the revelation of the Five Books of 
Moses), and Sukkot (our Fall festival 
celebrating the end of the summer harvest and 
our relationship with God). 

Hanukah is a ‘major’ Jewish holiday 
culturally and ethnically. One of the ways we 
can understand any religion is not just what the 
religion ‘teaches’ but what its followers actually 
observe and practice. More Jews observe 
Hanukah than any other ritual, other than 
participating in a Passover Seder. Part of 
Hanukah’s ‘popularity’ is that it falls in the 
Jewish calendar between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. 

Hanukah represents a powerful response to 
the feelings of exclusion and of being a minority 
in the larger Christian culture of America and 
allows members of the Jewish community to 
celebrate its own traditions and be proud of the 
Jewish heritage even as the airwaves, malls and 
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908-322-0253 • www.DesignByColorscapes.com

Colorscapes 
    Expert Tree 
       & Landscape 
                     Service

FALL IS FOR PLANTING!!! 
Hand pruning and restoration 
of overgrown trees and shrubs 

Specializing in preservation of old trees. 
Experts at proper pruning techniques. 

Landscape designs “Second to None!”
Take a tour of local examples of beautiful designs. Call Gene Gregory 

See samples of our work on our website or our Facebook page.

• Large Tree Planting 
• Drainage & Rain Gardens 
• Unique Landscape design 
• Repair & Maintenance of damaged  

and stressed Trees and shrubs. 

Go Green with Colorscapes

Have 
A Great 
Holiday!

UNION COUNTY DAY OF PRAYER
On Thursday, October 27, over 130 people 

attended the Union County Day of Prayer 
organized by Community Access Unlimited 
(CAU) and the Union County Interfaith 
Coordinating Council (UCICC). 

It was the 8th annual “Day of Prayer” event, 
hosted by Temple Emanu-El in Westfield. The 
event featured a variety of inspirational speakers 
and performers from Jewish, Muslim, Hindu, 
Christian, Sikh, and Buddhist faiths. The service 
included a chant from the International Society 
for Krishna Consciousness of Central New 
Jersey and musical offerings from Shimon 
Smith, Cantorial Soloist/Artist in Residence at 
Temple Emanu-El, who shared Hebrew songs 
with attendees. 

CAU spearheaded UCICC in 2012 to build 
bonds in the interfaith community and 
encourage the respect and welcoming of others 
regardless of faith, sexual orientation, legal 
status, or ability. CAU is based in Union County 
and works statewide to assist people with 

developmental disabilities and youth at risk to 
integrate into the community through support 
services and support coordination. CAU 
services include housing, education, 
employment services, behavioral management, 
advocacy and more. 

Rev. LL DuBreuil, who has been a part of 
UCICC since the first Day of Prayer, said “I was 
looking for this kind of community because I 
believe that when we all come together in 
celebration…then we’re already ready to be 
together in difficult times. UCICC does not only 
have these worship experiences, but we 
sometimes do vigils and marches and we raise 
money for causes. And it’s because we know 
each other from this that we can more easily 
work together when times are more difficult.” 
DuBreuil is the Interim Pastor of Willow Grove 
Presbyterian Church, Scotch Plains. 

Joyce Cargle, a longtime CAU member, said 
of the event, “We learned inclusion and we 
learned about community today.”

(above) The Union County Day of Prayer was held on Thursday, October 27,  
with over 130 people in attendance.

When working with 
P&G Admissions Advisors,  
students discover colleges  

that are academically,  
socially and financially  

the “right fit”.  
 

To learn more about 
the services we offer, 

please visit our website at 
www.pgadmissions.net.  

 
Contact us  

for a free consult at 
pgadmissionsadvisors 

@gmail.com
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CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 800-206-8529

$350-$450

$250-$350

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12-31-22.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12-31-22.

FOUNDATION REPAIRS BEFORE & AFTER

CHIMNEY LINERS

SLATE ROOF SPANISH STYLE ROOF NEW STEPS

CHIMNEY REPAIRS SHINGLE ROOF FLAT TOP ROOF

24/7 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE ANY ROOF REPAIR

ANY CHIMNEY JOB

$800OFF ANY NEW 
ROOF JOB

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 12-31-22.

15% SENIOR CITIZEN 
DISCOUNT

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12-31-22.

GUTTER CLEANING
STARTING AT $65

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12-31-22.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12-31-22.

$300OFF ANY JOB
of $2,000 or more

OFF

100% 
Financing 

Available
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ROTARY LUMINARY SALES
During the month of December, the Fanwood-

Scotch Plains Rotary club will sell Luminaries at 
the Fanwood Department of Public Works on 
Manfra Way, off of North Avenue. The sale dates 
are December 3, December 10-11, December 17-
18 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and December 24 – 9 
a.m. to 12 p.m.  

The luminary kits cost $1 per kit in all 
quantities and include paper bags, candles and 
sand. Customers are encouraged to bring buckets, 
boxes or plastic bags to transport the sand. 
Payments can be made by cash, check or Venmo. 
Contact-less pickup will be available; customers 
can call the number listed on the whiteboard to 
place orders or pick up orders.   

Pre-orders placed prior to December 5th will 
be discounted to $0.75 a kit. See the Rotary 
website for additional information regarding 
online purchases: fsprotary.org. 

Luminaries are traditionally used to illuminate 
the streets on Christmas Eve. A candle is nestled 
in sand at the bottom of a paper bag and placed 
along sidewalks to create a beautiful walkway. 
The candles are then lit at dusk on Christmas Eve. 
Some neighborhoods in the area get together and 
buy hundreds of kits to create an amazing display.  

All proceeds from the sale will be used to fund 

the various charitable and humanitarian projects 
that Rotary supports, both locally and 
internationally.   

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club has 
been serving the community since 1938. The club 
meets on Wednesdays at noon at the Stage House 
Restaurant. On the last Wednesday of the month, 
the club meets at Darby Road at 6:30 p.m. Guests 
are invited to attend and learn about the good that 
Rotary is doing worldwide. For further 
information about the Fanwood-Scotch Plains 
Rotary club, go to fsprotary.org or visit their 
Facebook page: Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary 
Club.

ROTARY CLUB LUNCH HONORS VETERANS
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club 

hosted a Veterans Appreciation Lunch at their 
meeting held on November 16, 2022. 16 Veterans 
from Fanwood and Scotch Plains attended. They 
introduced themselves and stated when and 

where they served. The Rotary Club is very 
grateful to all men and women who served the 
United States Armed Forces and will pay tribute 
to those who served, those who continue to serve 
and those who made the ultimate sacrifice.

SNOW PLOWING
COMMERCIAL 
RESIDENTIAL
Plan Ahead. Call today! 

732-850-2200 
We beat last 
year’s prices.

PARAMONT 
PAVING & MASONRY

DO YOU NEED A 
DUMPSTER?

908-234-2382 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable Service

Call to Reserve One Today
Professional Delivery & Pickup

NJ DEP# S27236

Affordable

We take (but not limited to)... 
General Construction 
Household Waste 
Concrete & Asphalt

Logs & Stumps 
Demolition Debris 

Bulky Waste

JOSEPH OLBRYS 
ADVANCE FLOORING

908•265•6289 
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE TODAY! 
908•265•6289 
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE TODAY! 

ALSO: • Refinishing railings 
• Installation of molding 

• Patching of floors - Vinyl, Laminate 
• Deck power washing and refinishing 

 and so much more!

SPECIALIZING IN: HARDWOOD 
• INSTALLATIONS • SANDING  
• STAINING • REFINISHING

Fully Insured!

Today’s Solution to Yesterday’s Pollution

      Call: 908.964.2717 
www.OilTankSolutions.com 
Located in Kenilworth, NJ

We are your professional environmental 
contractor with over 40 years of experience!

OIL TANK REMOVAL 
WINTER SPECIAL $1,495
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Quality Dumpster Rental Services
Galluzzo Brothers
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 

Short & Long term

RECYCLING SERVICE 
• WOOD, CONCRETE • ASPHALT  

• CARDBOARD • AND MORE 
GARBAGE REMOVAL SERVICE 

Municipal garbage removal 
& recycling services since 1998.

973-424-9640 
galluzzobrothers@aol.com 

galluzzobrothers.com 
24-hour Emergency Service Available.

NEW CUSTOMER DISCOUNT! 

$30 OFF 
With this coupon. One time discount for first time customers.  

Can’t be combined with other offeres. Expires 12/31/22
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“The Classy Choice 
In A Trashy Business”

ADDITIONAL SERVICES: 
• DEMOLITION PROJECTS 

CLEAN OUTS • BULK PICKUPS

Email Us A Picture 
And We’ll  
Send You 

A Free  
Estimate

$25 OFF 
ANY DUMPSTER RENTAL 
DELUCA DISPOSAL SOLUTIONS 
1-844-DELUCA-1 • 1-844-335-8221 

With this coupon. Limited Time Offer. 
Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. 

10% OFF 
JUNK REMOVAL 

DELUCA DISPOSAL SOLUTIONS 
1-844-DELUCA-1 • 1-844-335-8221 

With this coupon. Limited Time Offer. 
Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. 

1-844-DELUCA-1 • 1-844-335-8221 
www.delucadisposalsolutions.com 

Residential & Commercial 
FREE ESTIMATES • QUALITY SERVICE • FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

DUMPSTER 
RENTAL

JUNK REMOVAL

delucadisposalsolutions@gmail.com
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ADOPTION DAY FETES YOUTH LEAVING FOSTER CARE FOR FAMILIES
day. Still, more than 110,000 youth in the United 
States need a permanent home and the average 
wait is four years. More than 23,000 youth 
nationwide age out of the system each year and 
must face life on their own. 

This year, Union County’s celebration came 
early, but no complaints; it just means children 
received permanency even sooner. After Judge 
Daniel Roberts performed the adoption 
ceremonies, the festivities began: from roving a 
balloon artist and CASA Volunteer Dina 
Gharaibeh providing face painting to a musician 
and more than a dozen superheroes from the 
Union County Sheriff’s Heroes Initiative – the 
Batmobile even made an appearance – there was 
nothing but smiles to go around. 

Speakers included 17-year-old Maeve Boger-
O’Bryan of Cranford and Joseph Coston of Fair 

Lawn. Maeve discussed her own open adoption 
and Joseph shared his story as an adoptive parent 
of eight youth from the foster system. 

CASA of Union County provided family fun 
baskets with donated board and card games, 
fleece blankets, jars of popping corn, movie 
candy and more from David Brearley High 
School’s Bears that Care group, all packed into 
baskets donated by Cranford Girl Scout Troop 
40836. The high school bear mascot also made 
the rounds, much to the delight of the littlest 
adoptees and their siblings. In addition, each 
family received a ShopRite gift card made 
possible by a Union County Bar Association 
donation, as well as gifts from Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority’s Theta Phi Omega, Phi Eta 
Omega and Omega Psi Omega chapters. 

For details on CASA of Union County and 
becoming an advocate for a foster youth, contact 
Chanel at info@casaofunioncounty.org or log on 
to www.casaofunioncounty.org.

CASA of Union County 
On the morning of Thursday, Nov. 10, children 

from 18 months to 18 years gathered at the Union 
County Courthouse surrounded by courthouse 
staff and judiciary, county commissioners, area 
organizations and more – all there to celebrate 
youth reaching the long-awaited end to living in 
foster care with adoption into a forever family. 
Family courts see complex issues fraught with 
loss or discord nearly every day, yet Adoption 
Day is eagerly anticipated by all, as fresh starts 
and ample smiles fill the courthouse. 

November is National Adoption Month and 
National Adoption Day, celebrated the Saturday 
before Thanksgiving, is a national movement to 
raise awareness of children in foster care awaiting 
a family. Since its inception in 2000, more than 
75,000 children have found permanency on this 

(above) The Honorable Daniel Roberts, J.S. C. 
(Adoption Day Judge), with David Brearley 

High School Bears That Care

(above) Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority’s 
Dewanna Graham, 1st VP; Liz Nolley Tillman, 

President; Joyce Hobbs, Secretary;

(abobe) Superheroes from the Union County Sheriff’s Heroes Initiative.
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USE THEM OR LOSE THEM… 
DENTAL BENEFITS DON’T CARRY OVER! 
Maximize your treatment with 2 years of insurance. Start now with your  

2022 coverage and complete treatment with 2023 benefits! Don’t wait  
until December to start treatment. Call today and avoid the year-end rush.

Dr. Robert V. Scalera, Jr., Director 908-322-7800 
567 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains NJ • www.njdentalcare.com

If your dentures … 
   • Are loose 
   • Over 5 years old 
   • Have been repaired many times 
Or . . . 
   • You would like to improve your smile 
Then call . . . 
   For an appointment today!  

The doctors at Dentalcare Associates  
will provide all your denture needs. 

• 1 hour denture repairs  
• 3 hour lab relines laboratory on premises  
• All repairs schedule permitting 

It’s time for new dentures!

Ask about 
implant supported dentures.

• Most Insurances Accepted • Interest Free Financing •

u a r q

908-607-3211 
AIPMobilityPlus.com

Stay in the home and 
community you love!

STAIR LIFTS 
GRAB BARS • RAMPS

CRAIG CLARK OF SCOTCH PLAINS 
CELEBRATES ANNIVERSARY OF HIS LIFE-SAVING HEART TRANSPLANT

donor can save eight lives and enhance the lives 
of over 75 others,” said Craig. 

At the age of 17, Craig enlisted in the U.S. 
Marine Corps. He earned bachelor’s degrees in 
Criminal Justice and Art History from Seton Hall 
University before returning to active military 
duty as an Artillery Officer. At that time, doctors 
detected that Craig had a heart murmur, and he 
was soon diagnosed with cardiomyopathy. 
Despite his critical health challenges, Craig and 
his wife, Anna, raised their three children, Adam, 
Rachel and Nathan, and he enjoyed a successful 
career in transportation and supply chain 
management. 

As years passed, Craig’s heart disease grew 
progressively worse. He suffered a stroke and his 
heart stopped beating twice in a two-week period. 
Craig had a defibrillator implanted, but he was 
later diagnosed with congestive heart failure 
(CHF) in 2017. He was added to the heart 
transplant waiting list. On August 25, 2018, while 
admitted at NYU Langone, Craig’s prayers were 
answered when he received “the call” from NYU 
Langone cardiologist Alex Reyentovich, MD that 
a heart was available for transplant. 

“I remember answering the phone was 
basically the only thing that I had enough strength 
to do at the time,” said Craig. “The next day, I 
had my transplant. I recovered quickly in the 
immediate days and weeks after transplant. I was 
out of the hospital in just seven days!” 

Currently, there are over 100,000 Americans – 
nearly 4,000 of whom live in New Jersey – 

waiting for a life-saving transplant, according to 
United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS). 
However, the generosity of those in the Garden 
State is providing hope for the future. Organ and 
tissue donor registrations in the Garden State 
continue to increase thanks to strong community 
education and outreach efforts and simplified 
ways to register. To learn more, get involved and 
register as an organ and tissue donor, visit 
www.NJSharingNetwork.org.

(above) Heart transplant recipient Craig Clark 
of Scotch Plains recently celebrated the four-
year anniversary of his life-saving transplant.

Photo courtesy of NJ Sharing Network

Craig Clark, 61, is taking time to reflect on the 
gift of life and the miracle of organ and tissue 
donation and transplantation as he recently 
celebrated four years since his life-saving heart 
transplant. With his health and strength now 
restored, Craig is living each day to its fullest by 
enjoying life’s precious moments and spending 
time on his favorite hobbies, including home 
improvement projects, day trips and travel. 

“Each day that I get to travel and spend time 
with extended family and friends or special 
events like our children’s weddings or the birth 
of a grandchild, I remember that it was made 
possible thanks to my organ donor and the care 
of Susan Pardi, NP, and the amazing transplant 
team at NYU Langone who kept me alive 
through heart failure,” said Craig. 

Now four years post-transplant, Craig is filled 
with energy and spends as much time as possible 
with his grandchild. He is also forever mindful of 
his organ donor who gave him the gift of life. 
“The only thing that I know about my donor is 
that he was 51 years old when he passed,” said 
Craig. “My donor or his family’s decision to be a 
donor has essentially given me a new lease on 
life.” 

Craig has also made it a priority to advocate 
for NJ Sharing Network, the nonprofit 
organization responsible for the recovery and 
placement of donated organs and tissue in the 
Garden State. By sharing his story with others, 
Craig hopes to encourage more people to register 
as organ and tissue donors. “One organ and tissue 
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ORANGE MATTRESS 
——- C U S T O M  B E D D I N G  ——-

A Family Business Since 1902.

• Matresses 
• Box Springs 
• Round Beds 
• Adjustable Beds 

• Mattress Toppers 
• Pillows 
• Hybrid Mattresses 
• Custome Sheets

800-761-1100 
mycustombedding.com

CUSTOM MATTRESSES MADE TO ORDER! 
Any Size • Natural • Double Sided • Affordable Mattresses

Call Today  
or Visit Our  
Showroom 
in Clark, NJ. 
1049 Raritan Road

a u t

Bathrooms - Basements - Decks - Tile 
Additions- Doors/Windows - Molding - Drywall  

Kitchens - Roofing - Siding - Plumbing - Electrical 
Int. & Ext. Painting - Household Cleanouts

Electrical Lic. # 14616  
& Plumbing w #8660

(908) 276-5367 
(201) 666-0003 

358 North Avenue East 
Cranford, NJ 

www.reynolds-plumbing.net

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Lou DiFabio 
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio 
Lic. #11749

REYNOLDS PLUMBING

WOOD FLOORS 
Sand • Stain • Refinish • Repairs • Installation 

CARPET & RUGS 
Clean • Stretch • Sanitize • Repairs • Bind 
RESTOREMYFLOORS.NET 

A DIVISION OF CARPET DOCTOR LLC. 
116 SUSSEX ST. WESTFIELD, NJ 

908-913-4650 
Insured * References * Visa / MasterCard 

10% Discount On labor only. Materials not included. Cannot 
be combined with other offers. Exp. 12/31/22.

Fully Insured Free Estimates

SLATE - TILE - ASPHALT SHINGLES

908-389-0200

Lic. # 
13VH06601300

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
ALL PHASES OF ELECTRICAL WORK 
• FIXTURES • OUTLETS • PANEL CHANGE  
• SECURITY • HIGHHATS • CEILING FANS

WIRED RITE 
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

201-600-3530

Free 
Estimates

Senior 
Citizen  

Discount

24 Hour 
Emergency Service

FLINTLOCKS SCOUTER GROUP LIVES BY THE SCOUT LAWS
website is ppcbsa.org. There are 11,000 scouts 
who use the camps in this council. 

In spite of their name, the Flintlocks have 
nothing to do with antique firearms, although 
some of the old guys are considered “antiques”. 
They meet every Thursday at Camp Winnebago, 
Rockaway, NJ, all year round, and guests are 
always welcome. They are organized as a 501c3 
nonprofit corporation. All of the members are 
registered with the BSA, take CPR and AED 
training, and are vaccinated for COVID. 

More than half of the Flintlocks have been 
awarded the prestigious Silver Beaver Award, 
which is the highest National Award for a 
volunteer in the Scouting Program. They usually 
provide approximately 5,000 hours of volunteer 
skilled labor every year, saving the Council close 
to $250,000 of labor costs. 

In the past, the Flintlocks have built cabins, 
picnic tables, painted the dining hall, built the 
archery range, built all the structures at the 
waterfront, financed, built and equipped the 
STEM Lab at Allamuchy Scout Reservation, 
financed and built an addition to the Wink Dousa 
Cabin, and repaired damage to camp structures. 
In addition to building structures and doing 
repairs and maintenance, they also volunteer at 
many Council programs throughout the year. One 
popular program for Cub Scouts for which the 
Flintlocks volunteer is called “For the Birds”. 
The children learn about birds and build 
birdhouses and bird feeders. 

The Facebook Page is “Flintlocks”. Guests are 
always welcome. For more information contact 
Secretary Dr. Michael Hart at 
drmhart@yahoo.com.

(above) The Flintlocks BSA, Inc. members showing the signs representing the 12 points of the 
Scout Law. They tease one member for always being seen with a coffee cup in his hand, so they 

made him a sign reading “coffee”. These signs will be posted at the Allamuchy Scout Reservation 
in Byram, NJ, located near Waterloo Village.

Courtesy photo

The Flintlocks, BSA, Inc. are a group of retired 
scouters who dedicate their time and talents to 
building and maintaining the scout camps of the 
Patriot’s Path Boy Scout Council in northern 
New Jersey. 

The group includes some tradesmen, but also 
professionals and volunteers of every 
background. Most are retired, but some still work 
full-time, and occasionally people volunteer to 
help for a day here or there. It is a very friendly 
group with great camaraderie and a good sense 
of humor. When one member reached age 100, 
they designated a parking spot reserved for “all 
Flintlocks over 100 years old”. Two other 
members are 90 years old, but they will have to 
wait a while before parking in that spot. 

The Flintlocks met for their Fall General 
Meeting on Thursday, October 20, 2022, at their 
workshop at Camp Winnebago in Rockaway, NJ. 
They reviewed the accomplishments of the 
previous year and discussed future projects the 
Council needs to have done. Some of the future 
projects include installing new windows in the 
dining hall, building a pavilion near the trading 
post, collecting Toys for Tots; and making craft 
kits and Pinewood Derby cars for special needs 
children. 

The Patriot’s Path Council of the Boy Scouts 
of America encompasses 5 counties in central and 
northern New Jersey: Middlesex; Morris, 
Somerset, Sussex, and Union. The Council 

Learn at your own pace with customized sessions.  
Private lessons conducted via Skype, Facetime, etc.  
Sample my playing on Instagram & Soundcloud:  
Search "PJ Cotroneo Band". For information, contact: 

Guitar Lessons
ONE-ON-ONE 

60 MINUTE INSTRUCTION  $45

PJ Cotroneo 908-380-8438 
pj@pjcotroneoband.com

BFA. The New School-NYC 
MFA, Rutgers-Newark 
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RETIRED POLICEMEN AND FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION LOCAL 3
Kenneth Grady (Ret) President of Local 3. 

Local 3 also participated in the National Red 
Ribbon week with Harding School officials. 
Harding School Counselor Kristen Jeans 

obtained the red ribbons which were handed out 
at the meeting. National Red Ribbon Week is in 
tribute to slain DEA Agent Enrique Camarena 
who was killed in 1985 in Mexico.

(above) Active and retired members of Local 3 participating in National Red Ribbon Week. 
National Red Ribbon Week is in tribute to slain DEA Agent Enrique Camarena who was killed in 

1985 in Mexico.

(above) Retired Police Chief Kenneth Grady, 
President of  the Retired Policemen and 

Firemen’s Association Local 3 of Union County 
presented a check in the amount of $1,000 to 

Scotch Plains Chief Ted Conley. The donation is 
to go towards the new construction of the 

“Fallen Officers Memorial “ which is under 
construction in front of the John H. Stamler 

Police Academy in Scotch Plains.

(above) Members of the Union County Prosecutor’s Office with retired Police Chief Kenneth 
Grady and Special Agent in Charge of the NYC DEA Office Frank Tarentino. Special Agent 

Tarentino addressed the members of Local 3 on the dangers of fentanyl. Members of Harding 
School were also invited. The meeting was in support of National Red Ribbon Week in tribute to 

slain DEA Agent Enrique Camarena. Red Ribbons were handed out to the membership.

The Retired Policemen and Firemen’s 
Association (NJRPFA) Local 3, is comprised of 
members from  of Union and Somerset counties. 
Monthly meetings are held at the Kenilworth 
VFW. 

The NJRPFA was established in 1987 to 
promote and develop a friendly spirit among its 
members, both retired and associate members. 
There are over 3,000 members of the association 
in various county Locals in NJ, as well as Local 
22 in the State of Florida. These members are 
retirees from State, County and Local 
Firefighters, Police, Sheriff, Prosecutors, and 
Attorney General's Office to name a few. These 
members reside in NJ, NY, PA, FL, VA, SC and 
many other states. 

If you live in Union County or Somerset 
County, please consider joining our Local 3 to 
keep abreast of major issues which may impact 
on your retirement benefits and issues that may 
be of value to you. Our yearly dues are $10. For 
more information visit: njrpfa.org/local3/ 

During our careers  as police and firemen, we 
never ignored a call for help from the public, we 
were always there and always ready, and now, 
that we are retired, we ask that we be--- not 
forgotten. We have over 300 members here in 
Union and Somerset Counties and we keep that 
comradery, and spirit of friendship by supporting 
our retired members, their families, and the 
community when they need help.  

A recent guest speaker at our monthly meeting 
was Special Agent in Charge of the NYC DEA 
office, Frank Tarentino. Agent Tarentino spoke to 
our membership along with officials from 
Kenilworth’s Harding School. The topic of the 
presentation was Fentanyl Awareness and the 
dangers of this drug coming into our country. 

Local 3 also presented a check to the Union 
County Police Chiefs Association. It will go 
towards the new construction of the “Fallen 
Officers Memorial” which is located in front the 
Police Academy in Scotch Plains. Scotch Plains 
Chief Ted Conley accepted the Check from Chief 
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Advertise  
in 1 or all  
24 towns

Online at RennaMedia.com  
and NJLocalinfo.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET 
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY! 
Tina Renna 908-418-5586 • tinarenna@rennamedia.com 
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • joerenna@rennamedia.com 

202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

Renna Media offers a full  
range of marketing services,  
in print and online, hyper- 
local to regional, for every  
budget and market size. 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
We mail 160,000 newspapers  

to every home and business in  
24 towns. You can advertise  

in any number of towns.  
Ads start at $60. 

FULL COLOR PRINTING 
We print flyers and menus,  

full color, two sided,  
on coated stock for only 

$45 per thousand. 

DIRECT MAIL 
Insert your flyer into the  

newspapers and get it mailed  
to every home and business for  
$60 per thousand and as low as  

$30 per thousand for higher 
quantities. 

ONLINE MARKETING 
Online ads and press releases  
designed and placed to drive  

traffic to your website and get  
your phone ringing. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
We can design and/or manage  
your social media campaign  

from passive to aggressive plans  
customized to work within  

your budget. 

WEBSITE AND 
SEO SERVICES 

Start with an audit/analysis  
of your website giving you a  
report and recommendations  

for $250. 
 

It is highly recommended to  
have a marketing plan and  

budget before spending.   

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A  
FREE CONSULTATION. 

908-447-1295

Marketing 
Toolbox
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FLYERS 

$45 
PER 1,000

MENUS 

$85 
PER 1,000

• GET UNLIMITED CLICKS 
An alternative to expensive pay-per-click programs 

• FREE AD DESIGN AND COPYWRITING 
Advertising webpage includes many features 
including write-up, images, video, Google map, etc. 

• POSTS ARE SHARED THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA 
Posts shared on multiple Facebook pages and twitter. 

• PAID SEARCH ENGINE PROMOTIONS 
Posts are promoted by industry, key words and location. 

• TRACKABLE RESULTS 
All ads include a live view counter.

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

ONLINE ADS & PRESS RELEASES 
DRIVE LOCAL TRAFFIC TO YOUR WEBSITE $10 

PER POST 
Block of 20 for $200 

Single poay is $20

Full Color Flyers and Menus Printed and Mailed  
to Every Home and Business in Town!
MENUS - PRINTING - $50 PER THOUSAND 
Rate is for quantities of 25,000 or more.  
For quantities less than 25,000 cost is $68 per thousand. 
11"x17" / Full color /2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock /  
Includes folding (quarter fold or tri-fold, with or without coupons tab) 

FLYERS - $35 PER THOUSAND 
8.5" x 11" / Full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock /  
Tri-fold add $10 per thousand 

INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS 
$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.)

HELP US SAVE VETS! 
Michael Boll, Director New Jersey Veterans Network

dedicated organizations putting veterans first.  
What makes the NJVN different is that we are 

able to provide veterans various services 
because of our strong network. Our Team is 
comprised of people from all over the state with 
different skillsets and this gives us an edge when 
it comes to helping veterans with their unique 
needs. Through the NJVN veterans have access 
to volunteers from all different professions, like 
lawyers, mechanics, service officers and 
physical therapists.  Our volunteers do their very 
best to help assist veterans and their family 
members.  We are the unit or detachment that 
provides the veteran a new purpose and 
empowers them to help others.  We believe 
“Paying it Forward” is the best way to help 
veterans get in a better place and motivates them 
to live a better way of life. 

In the last few years, our team has fed 
thousands of active-duty National Guardsmen 

and disabled veterans living in shelters and 
nursing Homes. We have been able to donate 
nearly 30 refurbished and new vehicles to 
veterans in need. Also, we have been able to give 
thousands of veterans new suits, clothing and 
toiletries. But the most important thing our team 
does is, “SAVE LIVES”.  We are able to this 
because we love our veterans and provide them 
with in person human contact and stay with them 
throughout the process. 

The American volunteer has always been there 
first for every crisis or disaster and our team is 
extremely fortunate to have the best group of men 
and women, who are willing to put their egos 
aside and focus on helping our veterans live the 
best life possible. The team is always looking for 
volunteers to help us with our mission. If you are 
interested in joining the team, please send me 
your name, email, and phone number via email 
NJVN1775@gmail.com.  Help us save Vets!!

About New Jersey Veterans Network 
We are a group of veterans and volunteers dedicated to helping our veterans and their families live better lives. Our mission is to identify veterans 
and connect them with resources and programs designed to meet their unique set of needs. If you are a veteran or family member that is in need of 

assistance, or are interested in joining our team, would like us to speak at your event, or contribute to our mission, call 973-332-1556 or email 
mdbollio@optonline.net. To learn more visit njvn.org.

For the last five years the New Jersey Veterans 
Network (NJVN) has been working tirelessly to 
combat veteran’s suicide with our mobile 
outreach and recreational programs. The NJVN 
volunteers aggressively seek out veterans in need 
and provide them with life changing and saving 
resources. Every day we encounter veterans in 
need, and some are in desperate need of the 
proper assistance to live a better way of life. 

To accomplish this, our charity has joined 
forces with the NJ VFW. We work together on 
numerous outreach events that are dedicated to 
help veterans and their families. Also, we built 
relationships with the NJ National Guard, NJ 
American Legion, NJ SOS Stakeholders, 
Catholic Charities, NJ RWB, Backpacks For 
Life, Rebuilding Warriors, NJ Elks, Branchburg 
Rotary Club, and many other organizations.  
These partnerships are vital to help our veterans, 
and we are extremely lucky to have so many 

locally owned since 1984 

www.vdsnj.com 
facebook.com/vdsnj 
email: ira@vdsnj.com 
908-964-4004 
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

HOME MOVIES 
TRANSFERRED 
to digital files & DVD
• Video Tape Transfers 
• DVD & Flash Drive Duplication 
• High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning 
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SHOP FROM HOME 
Visit our website: 

MaranoSonsAuto.com 

Search over 135 vehicles 
by Make / Model/ Year/ Color /  
Body type / Engine specs / etc. 
 
Featuring Online Purchasing. 
Touchless Delivery & Curbside Pick Up of Sanitized Vehicles. 
 
Physical inspection of sanitized vehicles by appointment only. 
Call to visit our two Garwood Locations: 
 
 

Buying & Selling Used Cars & Trucks Since 1955

Like us on 
Facebook!!!

Credit problems? 
Call us to get you approved!

SUV & Trucks 
507-13 South Avenue 
Garwood, NJ 07027 

908-789-1551 
Fax 908-789-2744

Cars & Specialty Vehicles 
150 South Avenue 
Garwood, NJ 07027 

908-789-0555 
Fax 908-789-1792

SELLING A VEHICLE? GIVE US A CALL!


