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CALL FOR DETAILS 
908-418-5586

GROW YOUR 
BUSINESS

Place your ad 
in this space 

and be in 
every mailbox 

in town!

Full Color Flyers and Menus Printed and Mailed  
to Every Home and Business in Town!
LARGE MENUS - PRINTING - $85 PER THOUSAND 
11”x17” / Full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock / Includes folding  

FLYERS / BROCHURES - $45 PER THOUSAND 
8.5" x 11" / Full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock / Tri-fold add $10 per thousand 

INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS 
$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.) 

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 - email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

SCOUTS GIVE BACK TO COMMUNITY
It was a busy week of service for Boy Scout, Cub 

Scout, and Brownie troops from Clark, NJ, in early 
October. Scouts from BSA Troop 145, Cub Scout Pack 
145, and Brownie Troop 41921 all participated in the 
Garwood Township clean up on October 8, where they 
were asked to pick up trash along a stretch of sidewalk 
from Garwood Borough Hall to 4th Avenue and back. A 
number of scouts from each group showed up to the event 
and did great work beautifying the area.  

On October 10, Scouts from BSA Troop 145 and Cub 
Scout Pack 145 pitched in to clean up the Clark Rec 
Center after the Unico Festival. Armed with bags and 
buckets, the Scouts walked the grounds of the Rec Center 
and picked up trash, cleaned rugs, and moved tables and 
chairs. John Cistaro, the Scoutmaster of BSA Troop 145 
said, "It was a great service event. We're proud to be able 
to get the grounds of the Rec Center clean after another 
great Unico Italian Festival." 

Also, during the week of October 3, BSA Troop 145 
collected donation items for Osceola Presbyterian 
Church's Operation Christmas Child. Troop 145 families 
donated generously to the cause, providing items such as 
small toys, school supplies, hygiene items, and small 
clothing like hats and gloves that will be boxed, wrapped 
and given to underprivileged children as Christmas gifts.  

The Scouts of Clark, NJ, are happy to serve the 
communities of Clark and Garwood and they look 
forward to other community service opportunities. 

(about) Scouts did a great job in October giving back through clean-up projects and a donation collection.
Courtesy photos
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Renna Media LLC, Publishers 
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016 

Garwood Times is published by Renna 
Media. 2,200 newspapers are printed 
monthly and mailed to every business and 
resident in Garwood. 

Although great care has been taken to 
ensure the information contained within is 
accurate, Renna Media assumes no liability 
for errors or omissions. 
©2022 Contents of this newspaper cannot be 
reproduced without written consent from 
Renna Media LLC. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone 
you know accomplish something amazing? 
We are interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (accomplishment, honor, award, 
etc.), send us your news!  
Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

ADVERTISING 
Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 

joerenna@rennamedia.com 
Online at rennamedia.com 
like us on facebook.com/ 

Garwood Times

UNION COUNTY’S GOT TALENT AT KEAN 
ON NOVEMBER 19

Union County’s Got Talent (UGT) is a major 
fundraising event that supports the Union High 
School Performing Arts Company and the 
Douglas Michael Krueger Scholarship Fund, 
both of which directly benefit the students of 
Union Township. 

Union’s Got Talent has been a major 
community success and, this year, we have gone 
county-wide. 

Our contestants this year either live, work or 
attend school in Union County. We have 20 
contestants from various towns in Union County. 

The show, on November 19, 2022, will be 

hosted by Kean University and will take place at 
Kean’s Enlow Recital Hall. 

Tickets are available only online at 
unionsgottalent.org. Tickets will not be available 
at the venue. Enlow Hall is a small theater with 
only 300 available seats. We advise that patrons 
buy their tickets early. 

This year, UHSPAC and the DMK Scholarship 
Fund will be partnering with the Township of 
Union’s Cultural Arts Committee with 
sponsorship by Investors Bank, Union’s Special 
Improvement District and BCB Bank to present 
UGT on Saturday, November 19, 2022.

FAMILY SUPPORT 
GROUP – NOV. 15

Are you feeling stressed and alone in trying to 
cope with the effects of a loved one’s mental 
illness? 

NAMI of Union County’s Family Support 
Group is for family members and caregivers of 
persons with mental illness. 

The group is led by NAMI-trained facilitators 
and is a peer support group that allows 
participants to gain insight from others facing the 
same challenges. 

Zoom sessions are held on the 3rd Tuesday of 
every month from 7 – 8:30 p.m.  

To register, email Denise at:   
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com  
with your name, town, and phone number.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The YWCA Union County is actively seeking 

volunteers. Crisis Response Tram Volunteers are 
needed to work with local police departments that 
are providing options, advocacy, and emotional 
support to domestic violence survivors. 
IF INTERESTED, THE FOLLOWING IS REQUESTED: 
• Must be 18 years of age or older 
• Evening or weekend availability a plus 
• Bilingual a plus 
• Must have driver’s license and vehicle 
• Experience working/volunteering with 

vulnerable & diverse populations a plus 
• Free, 40-hour Domestic Violence Training  
• Background check required 

For more information - please contact Amanda 
Gonzalez, CRT Coordinator via email at: 
amgonzalez@ywcaunioncounty.org.
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2022 AT 11 AM 
Holiday Craft & Vendor Bazaar 

Knights of Columbus, 37 South Ave., Garwood NJ

GARWOOD GREEN TEAM AND LIQUID CHURCH JOIN FORCES
from Statile Nurseries in Springfield, leaf mulch 
from the Westfield Conservation Center (Thank 
you, Westfield), and wood chips from Fanwood 
(Thank you, Fanwood). After digging all 17 
holes, the Garwood Fire Department (thank you!) 
arrived to water all of the plants. The group even 
transplanted three forsythia shrubs to a new 
location on the other side of the parking lot. 
Everyone backfilled the holes with the new leaf 
mulch and finished the plantings with the new 
wood chips. Then we stood back and admired our 
work. 

While we were taking pictures, professional 
photographer Will Mallett of Mallett 
Photography happened to stop at Al’s Deli for 
lunch and was gracious enough to come over and 
take a few professional photos of the group. Then 
AJ from Al’s offered lunch for all of us. Madison, 

Caitlyn, and Chelsea courteously and efficiently 
took our orders and served us the best 
sandwiches. As you can tell from all of these 
thank yous, this project was truly a group effort 
of many people and thanks are extended to all.  

This new planting replaced the rose bushes and 
forsythia that had been there for years. The Green 
Team had weeded these planting areas for a 
number of years, and the bushes had been taken 
over by invasive oriental bittersweet and were in 
much need of replacement. This new planting is 
mostly evergreen and native material, with one 
shade tree, a formal framing of the memorial 
plaque, and lower-growing plants to provide 
better visibility for drivers. We hope that it is seen 
by all as an improvement to the Borough. Keep 
your eyes out for more Green Team plantings 
next year!

(above) Thanks to a great group effort led by the Garwood Green Team and members of Liquid 
Church, a new planting installation was finished at the JFK parking lot on North Avenue.

Courtesy photo

Submitted by William Nierstedt 
On Saturday, October 15, the Garwood Green 

Team joined forces with volunteers from the 
Liquid Church on Center Street to install a new 
landscape at the entrance/exit of the JFK parking 
lot on North Avenue. As you will see in this 
reading, many, many people made this day a 
success, and kudos are extended to all for a great 
end result. Go out and take a look! 

Church members Jaz Barredo, Isaiah, Keisha 
and Tiffany Kinyanjui, Trent Mattern, Robin and 
Gianna Miller, and Robert and Caleb Price, met 
with Pastor Zarida Brokenborough to commence 
the day with a prayer, and then met Green Team 
members Charles Lombardo and Bill Nierstedt at 
the site to place all of the plants and commence 
digging holes. The Garwood Department of 
Public Works had already picked up the plants 

PAT DI FABIO AND 
RODNEY VAN NATTA 
RETIRE FROM FIRE 

DEPARTMENT
Pat Di Fabio and Rodney Van Natta have both 

retired from the Garwood Fire Department with 
89 years of combined service. 

Pat  Di Fabio was born in 1929 and joined the 
Garwood Fire Department in 1951 serving in 
many positions over the years. Pat was appointed 
to the Garwood Fire Department Fire Police in 
1995 and served in this position until his 
retirement. He served a total of 71 years to the 
Garwood Fire Department and the Borough of 
Garwood. 

Rodney Van Natta was born in 1933 and joined 
the Garwood Fire Department in 1970. Rod was 
a fire fighter until 1959 when he was appointed 
to the Garwood Fire Department Fire Police.  He 
was also past President to the Garwood Fire 
Department Relief Assoc., and is currently 
serving as treasurer to the Garwood Fire 
Department Exempt Assoc. Rodney served 52 
years of service to the Fire Department and the 
Borough of Garwood. 

Both men will be made Life Members of the 
Garwood  Fire Department.  They volunteered 
and served the Garwood Fire Department and 
Borough of Garwood Residents with dedication 
and we thank them for their service.

(above, l-r) Pat Di Fabio 
and Rodney Van Natta

Courtesy photos
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Quality Dumpster Rental Services
Galluzzo Brothers
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 

Short & Long term

RECYCLING SERVICE 
• WOOD, CONCRETE • ASPHALT  

• CARDBOARD • AND MORE 
GARBAGE REMOVAL SERVICE 

Municipal garbage removal 
& recycling services since 1998.

973-424-9640 
galluzzobrothers@aol.com 

galluzzobrothers.com 
24-hour Emergency Service Available.

NEW CUSTOMER DISCOUNT! 

$30 OFF 
With this coupon. One time discount for first time customers.  

Can’t be combined with other offeres. Expires 11/30/22
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RANKIN STREET TRIANGLE GETS BEAUTIFIED
Garwood Green Team 

Saturday, October 15 was a busy day for the 
Garwood Green Team as the group, with other 
community volunteers, completed a second 
planting – this one at the ‘Rankin Street Triangle’ 
formed where Rankin and Locust avenues and 
Oak Street come together. This site contains a 
memorial dedicated to the deceased members of 
the Garwood Police Reserves, Police 
Department, and Fire Department and the team 
believed it was in need of an overhaul. 

There was a large oak tree on site, but it 
suffered from a previous topping, falling limbs, 
and tip dieback. While depressing, the tree had to 
be removed. After the tree removal, the Garwood 
Department of Public Works (thank you to Lenny 
Navarro and the whole staff) used a backhoe to 
dig out the oak tree roots and provide planting 
holes. Then team members Andrea Castro, Rich 
Faustino, and the entire Blumenstock family of 
Andy, Jen, Lena and Cece followed the directions 
of site manager Dori Dec to plant 3 winterberry 
hollies, 5 Eastern redbud trees and one American 
Holly. Garwood Fire Department members Alan 
Tweedle and Joe Pelusio brought the firetruck in 
to water all of the plants before the team 
backfilled with leaf mulch (thank you Westfield 

Conservation Center) and finished the plantings 
with wood chips supplied by Fanwood (thank 
you, Fanwood!).  

With administrative support from Garwood 
Business Administrator Kyle Harris, and 
Kathleen Wierzbinski, Janice Farrell, and Sandy 
Bruns from Garwood Boro Hall, technical 
support from Harbor Consultants in Cranford, 
tremendous supply and distribution coordination 
from the Garwood Department of Public Works, 
and plants supplied by Dreyer’s farms in 
Cranford, as well as all of those people 
mentioned previously, this was truly a 
community effort and is gratefully acknowledged 
and appreciated by the Green Team. 

The planting design is based on the evergreen, 
native American Holly becoming a 25-40 
specimen planting in the center of the island, with 
the deciduous and early flowering and purple fall 
color Redbuds forming a copse of trees 
surrounding it. The deciduous trees will drop 
their leaves in the fall, opening it up for the 
American Holly with its bright red berries taking 
center stage in the winter months. All of the 
plants are native to New Jersey. We hope that this 
landscape grows into a beautiful improvement for 
the Borough of Garwood.

(above) With the help of the community, the 
Garwood Green Team replanted the Rankin 

Street Triangle.
Courtesy photo

CELEBRATIONS 
COMMITTEE EVENTS

LUMINAIRES SALE  
Cost $1.00 per Kit- (kit includes bag, candle 

and sand). Ordering deadline is Saturday 
Dec.16th. Cash & Check accepted as forms of 

payment. Orders can be made by emailing: 
GarwoodCelebrations@garwood.org 

CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING 
Nov 26th 2022, 5 p.m. 

at Garwood Borough Hall 
Don’t miss Garwood’s most anticipated event 

of the year!! The 2022 Garwood Tree Lighting. 
Enjoy a special visit from Santa and his favorite 

elves, live entertainment by the Celebrations 
Choir and Legends Dance Center, 

complimentary Hot chocolate, Donuts, face 
painting, Holiday Music, and much more…. 

Bring a new toy to help support the Girl Scouts 
troop#41290 Toys for Tots drive.  Also, don’t 

forget to stop by at Lincoln Class of 2023 raffle 
table to get a chance to enter to win 4 deluxe NJ 

Devil box tickets or a luxury designer bag, 
raffle tickets will be for sale. 

Be sure to bring your own camera to snap a 
picture with Santa and his elves!! 

SANTA MAILBOX 
Nov 26th December 19th  

Children are welcome to write letters to Santa 
and drop them into Santa’s special mailbox 

located inside the Garwood library. Each letter 
must include Child’s first and last name, and a 

stamped return envelope. 
BRUNCH W/SANTA 

Saturday December 3rd, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Columbian Club, 37 South Ave, Garwood NJ. 

Tickets $25 each (for all ages2 yrs and up) 
includes hot Brunch buffet, special visit from 

Santa and his favorite elves, Raffles, crafts, face 
painting, special story time and much more. 

Tickets can be purchased online 
through Eventbrite.

GARWOOD SENIORS CERAMICS

(above) The Garwood Seniors recently enjoyed painting ceramic boot planters with 
Councilwoman Jennifer Blumenstock. Light refreshments were served.  

The ladies had a great afternoon.
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“The Classy Choice 
In A Trashy Business”

ADDITIONAL SERVICES: 
• DEMOLITION PROJECTS 

CLEAN OUTS • BULK PICKUPS

Email Us A Picture 
And We’ll  
Send You 

A Free  
Estimate

$25 OFF 
ANY DUMPSTER RENTAL 
DELUCA DISPOSAL SOLUTIONS 
1-844-DELUCA-1 • 1-844-335-8221 

With this coupon. Limited Time Offer. 
Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. 

10% OFF 
JUNK REMOVAL 

DELUCA DISPOSAL SOLUTIONS 
1-844-DELUCA-1 • 1-844-335-8221 

With this coupon. Limited Time Offer. 
Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. 

1-844-DELUCA-1 • 1-844-335-8221 
www.delucadisposalsolutions.com 

Residential & Commercial 
FREE ESTIMATES • QUALITY SERVICE • FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

DUMPSTER 
RENTAL

JUNK REMOVAL

delucadisposalsolutions@gmail.com
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Garwood Fire Department 
Seeking Firefighters 

OPENINGS FOR JUNIOR FIREFIGHTERS 
8TH GRADE STUDENTS OR AGES 14 - 18 

Interested? Call 908-789-8877 
Leave a Message or Stop By for More Info 

Sunday Morning: 9 - 12 
Monday Eventings: 7 - 9

FIREFIGHTERS WANTED

PAYLESS ROOFING 
Roofing – Siding – Chimney Repairs 

Roof Coatings - Flat Roofs 
Power Washing  

• Same Phone # for 20 Years • 

Call 908-486-0866 
or 973-906-8404 

   Lic # 13VH00418100

FIRST AID SQUAD ACTIVELY 
RECRUITING VOLUNTEERS
The Garwood First Aid Squad is actively recruiting 

volunteers and invites you to join our team. Whether you 
are looking to help out the community or get a start in 
the medical field, we would be glad to have you join us. 
You can work on board the ambulance or just help out 
around the squad house. No experience necessary. As a 
squad member, you can make a difference in a person's 
life join today. 

If interested, just email us at  
InformationGFAS@gmail.com  

or call 908-789-0300.  
“Volunteers Since 1939 Dedicated To Saving Lives”

BE A HERO CAMPAIGN 
HELPS TEACH IMPORTANT LESSON

Clark Public Schools 
Arthur L. Johnson (ALJ) High School 

recently received a brand new DUI simulator for 
its Driver’s Education classes. Last June, ALJ 
and the Be a Hero Campaign had its annual walk 
for Michael Sot, a former graduate that was 
killed by a drunk driver while at TCNJ. The 
simulator was purchased with the money raised 
from the walk.  

Health and Physical Education Teacher Laura 
Bundy stated, “This simulator will help teach 
our students an important lesson about the 
dangers of drunk driving and distracted driving. 
We are grateful for the support of the Hero 
Campaign and will always remember our own 
hero, Michael Sot." (above) Students using the DUI Simulator

(above) Pictured are Candice Buno-Sot, ALJ Cheerleaders,  
and Former ALJ Graduate Julia Sapia. Photos by Clark Public Schools

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
ALL PHASES OF ELECTRICAL WORK 
• FIXTURES • OUTLETS • PANEL CHANGE  
• SECURITY • HIGHHATS • CEILING FANS

WIRED RITE 
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

201-600-3530

Free 
Estimates

Senior 
Citizen  

Discount

24 Hour 
Emergency Service
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Today’s Solution to Yesterday’s Pollution

      Call: 908.964.2717 
www.OilTankSolutions.com 
Located in Kenilworth, NJ

We are your professional environmental 
contractor with over 40 years of experience!

OIL TANK REMOVAL 
FALL SPECIAL $1,495

We need 30 Ugly Homes with Ugly Kitchens, 
Bathrooms, Siding, Window, etc., Inside or Outside 
that need fixing or Remodeling. We will Repair and 
Remodel them and shoot video for training film and 
future TV show on Home Remodeling Work. 

Must Sign Release, for purpose of filming job! This 
must be a complete remodeling job, not just patch 
up work. This remodeling is to be specially priced, 
with compensation going back to the homeowner 
for a signed release. 

Serious lnquiries Please!

UGLY HOMES WANTED 
FOR TELEVISION PROGRAM 

IN THIS AREA

CALL 833-375-1472 
Ask for TV Project Department, for job evaluation 

and estimate of cost and compensations!

Tri-State Creations LLC - Lic. #s: NJ-13VH04728900, PA-39104

CLEAN COMMUNITIES DAY 
Kathleen J. Wierzbinski, Clean Communities Coordinator

(above) Garwood Clean Communities Day was held October 8th.  
Scouts came out in force to help keep Garwood clean of litter.

STEPHANIE GARDENS 
GARWOOD, NJ
1 BR starting at $1,354. 

Heat & hot water included. Cats allowed. 
Conveniently located in residential area. 

Call for Availability. 
908.789.9198 

Professionally managed by DanJon Management Corp., Inc.

908-607-3211 
AIPMobilityPlus.com

Stay in the home and 
community you love!

STAIR LIFTS 
GRAB BARS • RAMPS
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Advertise  
in 1 or all  
24 towns

Online at RennaMedia.com  
and NJLocalinfo.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET 
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY! 
Tina Renna 908-418-5586 • tinarenna@rennamedia.com 
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • joerenna@rennamedia.com 

202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

Renna Media offers a full  
range of marketing services,  
in print and online, hyper- 
local to regional, for every  
budget and market size. 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
We mail 160,000 newspapers  

to every home and business in  
24 towns. You can advertise  

in any number of towns.  
Ads start at $60. 

FULL COLOR PRINTING 
We print flyers and menus,  

full color, two sided,  
on coated stock for only 

$45 per thousand. 

DIRECT MAIL 
Insert your flyer into the  

newspapers and get it mailed  
to every home and business for  
$60 per thousand and as low as  

$30 per thousand for higher 
quantities. 

ONLINE MARKETING 
Online ads and press releases  
designed and placed to drive  

traffic to your website and get  
your phone ringing. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
We can design and/or manage  
your social media campaign  

from passive to aggressive plans  
customized to work within  

your budget. 

WEBSITE AND 
SEO SERVICES 

Start with an audit/analysis  
of your website giving you a  
report and recommendations  

for $250. 
 

It is highly recommended to  
have a marketing plan and  

budget before spending.   

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A  
FREE CONSULTATION. 

908-447-1295

Marketing 
Toolbox
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FLYERS 

$45 
PER 1,000

MENUS 

$85 
PER 1,000

• GET UNLIMITED CLICKS 
An alternative to expensive pay-per-click programs 

• FREE AD DESIGN AND COPYWRITING 
Advertising webpage includes many features 
including write-up, images, video, Google map, etc. 

• POSTS ARE SHARED THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA 
Posts shared on multiple Facebook pages and twitter. 

• PAID SEARCH ENGINE PROMOTIONS 
Posts are promoted by industry, key words and location. 

• TRACKABLE RESULTS 
All ads include a live view counter.

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

ONLINE ADS & PRESS RELEASES 
DRIVE LOCAL TRAFFIC TO YOUR WEBSITE $10 

PER POST 
Block of 20 for $200 

Single poay is $20

Full Color Flyers and Menus Printed and Mailed  
to Every Home and Business in Town!
MENUS - PRINTING - $50 PER THOUSAND 
Rate is for quantities of 25,000 or more.  
For quantities less than 25,000 cost is $68 per thousand. 
11"x17" / Full color /2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock /  
Includes folding (quarter fold or tri-fold, with or without coupons tab) 

FLYERS - $35 PER THOUSAND 
8.5" x 11" / Full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock /  
Tri-fold add $10 per thousand 

INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS 
$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.)

• SEE WHAT IS WORKING AND NOT WORKING 
Know where your web traffic is coming from and why. 

• ELIMINATE / AVOID COSTLY SCHEMES 
Evaluate the return you are getting from your online marketing costs. 

• INCREASE ONLINE MARKETING RESULTS 
Recommendations include ways to increase traffic to your website 
• NO OBLIGATION 
This service is recommended even if you have an existing  
web management contract. Use it to tune up your marketing plan.

Call for a consultation 
if you do not have a website 

or if need a new one. 
Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 

email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

WEBSITE AUDIT/ANALYSIS  
AND RECOMMENDATION PLAN

ONE TIME 
FLAT FEE 

$250

SHINING STARS “CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR” 
DECEMBER 9

the stage and cannot wait to connect with our 
incredible audience again to celebrate the holiday 
season.”  

Shining Stars Network is wrapping up a big 
year, which included their annual “Evening of 
Shining Stars” Spring Show, Summer Performing 
Arts Workshop, and their successful Paper Mill 
Playhouse debut performing in front of a sold-out 
audience at the Paper Mill Brook Side Cabaret.  

“Shining Stars Network is not only about 
performing, but more importantly we’re about 
building self-confidence and self-esteem,” said 
Shining Stars co-director Nicole Greene. “Our 
cast members are not only talented, but inspire us 
every day, and we are all very excited about 
taking the stage again to share another magical 
night with the audience.”  

Tickets are on sale now at UCPAC.org. For 
groups of 10 or more, email 
shiningstarsnetwork@gmail.com.  

The night will also feature a Tricky Tray and 
50/50 raffle. Doors will open at 6:00 p.m.  

Shining Stars Network is a 501(c)3 not-for-
profit organization based in Cranford, N.J. that 
offers opportunities in the performing arts for the 
special needs community.  

Plans for the 2023 season include their 2nd 
“Reach for the Stars” Gale, set for March 14 at 
the elegant Park Chateau Estate & Gardens in 
East Brunswick.  

For more information on Shining Stars 
Network or to make a donation, please visit 
shiningstarsnetwork.org.

Celebrate the holiday season when the 
Shining Stars take the stage for their 2022 
“Christmas Spectacular” set for Friday, 
December 9 at 7:00 p.m. The show will take 
place on the main stage at the historic Union 
County Arts Center in Rahway as this talented 
cast sings and dances to many of your holiday 
favorites.  

With many cast members from all over Union 
County and beyond, Shining Stars Network has 
been producing live programming for the special 
needs community for ten years.  

This year’s Christmas Spectacular marks the 
return of the Shining Stars to one of the most 
beautiful theaters in New Jersey and will feature 
35 special needs cast members and their 
volunteer buddies from local high schools, who 
serve as mentors to the cast during rehearsals.  

Two previous Shining Stars shows at UCPAC 
drew more than 1,000 audience members for 
each performance, and already, the buzz is 
building in the community.  

“We’re so excited to ring in the holiday 
season,” noted Shining Stars Network co-founder 
and President Mike Curci. “Our stars are ready 
to share their smiles, energy and amazing talents 
with everyone. This will be a great way to cap off 
our 10th anniversary celebration.”  

“We strongly believe in creating an inclusive 
environment for our cast, and our buddies are an 
integral part of the Shining Stars experience,” 
noted Shining Stars co-founder and director Sally 
Curci. “We are so excited to bring a new show to 

(above) The Shining Stars will take the stage 
for their 2022 “Christmas Spectacular” on 

Friday, December 9 at 7:00 p.m.

FAMILY SUPPORT 
GROUP – NOV. 15

Are you feeling stressed and alone in trying to 
cope with the effects of a loved one’s mental 
illness? 

NAMI of Union County’s Family Support 
Group is for family members and caregivers of 
persons with mental illness. 

The group is led by NAMI-trained facilitators 
and is a peer support group that allows 
participants to gain insight from others facing the 
same challenges. 

Zoom sessions are held on the 3rd Tuesday of 
every month from 7 – 8:30 p.m. To register, email 
Denise at:  namiunioncounty@yahoo.com with 
your name, town, and phone number.

KENILWORTH 
GARDEN CENTER 
kenilworthgarden.com

A&A Landscaping 908-276-4443 
Shrub Installations and Privacy Planting

• Firewood and Chimenias • Shrubs • Small Plants  
• Outdoor Garden Items • Amish Made Woodwork 
• Concrete Figurines and Religious Statues  

made in the USA.

491 Boulevard, Kenilworth 

908-272-6659 HIC#13VH01254900

Unique items at 
discounted prices.

CHRISTMAS TREES, WREATHS 
CEMETERY PIECES AND GRAVE COVERS
Thanksgiving & Christmas  

Decorations

www.vdsnj.com 
facebook.com/vdsnj 
email: ira@vdsnj.com 

908-964-4004 
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

• Video Tape Transfers • DVD & FlashDuplication 
• High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning
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