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1st ADVANTAGE

*Disregard if currently listed.

From our family 
to yours: 

Wishing you all 
a joyful, warm  
holiday season  

filled with peace,  
joy, health,  

happiness and  
prosperity for 

   the coming year !!

JERRY & LISA SCATURO 
732-259-3937

732-382-0200

Call Your Clark Neighbors & Experts

ALJ MARCHING CRUSADERS ARE METLIFE CHAMPIONS!

(above) The ALJ Marching Band named Ludwig 1 Open Class Champion at the Ludwig Tournament at MetLife Stadium.

Photos by Clark Public Schools

Clark Public Schools 
This October, Arthur L. Johnson 

(ALJ) High School Marching Band 
performed at the Ludwig Tournament at 
MetLife Stadium. 55 Bands went to 
perform of various group sizes, and ALJ 
came home as Ludwig 1 Open Class 
Champions! According to ALJ Music 
Teacher Erik Krebl, “Some of the best 
bands in the state were in attendance. I 
am extremely proud of the work the 
students, parents, and my staff have done 
to achieve this monumental 
achievement, the first in our school’s 
history! So for the year 2022, the 
Marching Crusaders are MetLife 
Champions!!”

TOURNAMENT OF BANDS HOSTED AT ALJ
Clark Public Schools 

On Saturday, September 24, Arthur L. Johnson High 
School hosted its first-ever Tournament of Bands 
Competition, hosting 9 different schools from Central New 
Jersey. ALJ jumped up to a score of 81.170, leaping from a 
score of 75 the week prior. Currently, ALJ is ranked number 
2 out of 46 bands performing in their division throughout the 
entire east coast.  

The ALJ band and music program are thriving under the 

leadership of second-year director Erik Krebl. Supervisor of 
Music Anthony Caldiero stated that "Mr. Krebl and his 
students put in countless hours perfecting their crafts and the 
results are showing. They are an excellent representation of 
the talent and commitment that exists within the ALJ 
community."  

Throughout the month of October, the band performed at 
both ALJ football home games, as well as at competitions 
every weekend.
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The Clark Police Benevolent Association 

recently hosted Hoops for a Cause, a Clark 
Police v. Arthur L. Johnson High School 
Students basketball game at the Clark 
Recreation Center.  $312 was raised from ticket 
sales and matched by the Clark PBA who then 
donated the proceeds to the Susan G. Komen for 
the Cure Fund. Students throughout ALJ HS 
volunteered to play the Clark Police. Physical 

Education and Health Teacher Jamie Wronski 
helped organize the event. She stated, “The 
night was a big success. The students had a great 
time and look forward to challenging the police 
officers again. The PBA expressed interest in 
possibly having another tournament soon with 
not only police officers and students but also 
teachers. It’s for a great cause and I really look 
forward to the next event.” 

(above) ALJ Students and Clark Police
Photo by Clark Public Schools

Renna Media LLC, Publishers 
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016 

Clark Monthly is published by Renna Media. 6,700 
newspapers are printed monthly and mailed to every business 
and resident in Clark, NJ. Although great care has been taken 
to ensure the information contained within is accurate, Renna 
Media assumes no liability for errors or omissions.  

©2022 Contents of this newspaper cannot be reproduced 
without written consent from Renna Media LLC. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Do you have a community service that you 

need help publicizing? Did you or someone 
you know accomplish something amazing? 
We are interested in hearing about your latest 
achievement (honor, award, etc.), send us your 
news! Email: editor@rennamedia.com 

 
ADVERTISING 

Joe Renna: 908-447-1295 
joerenna@rennamedia.com

Find us on online: rennamedia.com 
facebook.com/ Clark Monthly
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Thinking of selling your home? 
Why not use the #1 agent in Clark!

LORI’S CLARK TRANSACTIONS FROM 1/1/20 TO PRESENT

TOTAL NUMBER OF TRANSACTIONS = 168, 111 ARE IN CLARK 

SOLD 
15 Westfield Ave.  
40 Ivy St. 
15 Tudor Dr. 
10 Washington St., Unit 03 
47 Briarwood Path 
39 King St. 
56 Lexington Blvd. 
13 Blake Dr. 
213 East Lane 
1168 Lake Ave., Unit 4 
45 Wendell Pl. 
501 Oak Ridge Rd. 
309 Oak Ridge Rd. 
29 Conger Way 
13 Florence Dr. 
303 West Ln. 
1 Rose Ter. 
187 Liberty St. 
11 Harding Ave. 
40 John St. 

Lori Kazanowski 
Realtor®-Associate 

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award 
1999-2005 Bronze/Silver years 

Gold 2006-2012  
Platinum Award: 2013, 2014, 2015,  
2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021

In my many years as a top producing realtor, I have  
been involved in a tremendous amount of Clark  
transactions. I live and work here and know  
everything this outstanding town and school system  
has to offer. Using an agent with a proven track record 
is very important. I put an enormous effort into  
marketing, advertising and customer satisfaction.  
Since 1/1/20 to present, I have had 168 transactions,  
111 in Clark, and have many homes that are currently  
under contract. I also made the highest level  
of Platinum for 2021 Circle of Excellence Award  
which ranks overall in the top 1% of Realtors in  
New Jersey. I also made Top Agent Magazine!

77 John St. 
17 Hillside Ave. 
11 Avon Rd. 
81 New York Ave. 
42 Kenneth Pl. 
1 Kathryn St. 
29 Hillside Ave. 
9 Shetland Dr. 
12 Yorktown Dr. 
84 Wheatsheaf Rd. 
12 Ascot Way 
301 West Lane 
1119 Maurice Ave. 
1 Longfellow Lane 
8 Wendell Place 
13 Blake Dr. 
42 School St. 
29 Harvey Ct. 
18 Yorktown Dr. 
45 Starlite Dr. 
1538 Franklin St. 

40 Conger Way 
15 Ayers Lane 
72 Dorset Dr. 
5 Schmidt Lane 
269 Willow Way 
18 Ginesi Dr. 
7 Blake Dr. 
43 Willow way 
95 Briarheath Ln. 
18 Terhune Rd. 
1 Jarvais Ter. 
39 Frances Dr. 
28 Gibson Blvd. 
41 Largo Lane 
5 Tudor Dr. 
111 Westfield Ave. 
14 Washington St. 
118 Jupitor St. 
61 Sycamore Rd. 
15 Briarheath Ln. 
43 Kathryn St. 

Using a top producer is not expensive. It’s priceless!

54 Harding Ave. 
1 Plymouth Rd. 
306 Parkway Dr.  
75 Union County Pkwy 
49 Briarwood Path 
549 Valley Rd. 
161 Meadow Rd.  
16 Nassau St. 
160 Meadow Rd. 
415 Valley Rd. 
49 Joseph St. 
23 Ayers lane 
110 Sweet Briar Dr.  
30 Stanton St.  
76 Harding Ave. 
53 Stemmer Dr. 
291 Willow Way 
330 West Lane 
139 Jupitor St. 
458 Oak Ridge Rd.  
307 West lane

For a free market analysis call  
Preferred # 

Cell: 732-713-4984  
Office: 732-453-2489 

or email me at  
Lkaz@comcast.net
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The students of Arthur L. Johnson High School 

presented Sophocles’ tale of Oedipus the King in 
November. Oedipus is the famous story of the ill-
fated king on his quest for the truth about his 
identity and his ultimate downfall. Director Peter 
Nevargic gave a modern look to the ancient tale, 
and it was performed by 15 very talented student 
performers.  
THE CAST INCLUDED: 

OEDIPUS – Gabe Snedeker; JOCASTA – 
Isabel Cortese; CREON – Vincent Goodman, Jr.; 
PRIESTESS – Mary Sikora; MESSENGER #1 – 
Hunter Zawoysky; THE SHEPHERD – Jacob 
Hernandez; MESSENGER #2, Taylor Normann; 
A BOY – Bryan Horling; ANTIGONE – Alyssa 
Szarszewski 
THE CHORUS INCLUDED: 

Nicholas Conrad (leader); Kayla Comiskey 
(leader); Jason Conrad (leader); Vincent 
Goodman, Jr.; Maya Sores (leader); and Hunter 
Zawoysky

Photos by Clark Public Schools

Fresh 2022 Renovation! 
Quiet Residential Area 

Prime location in Jacksons Pond area! Custom home with much  
attention to detail.  Center isle granite kitchen with ss appliances  

included. hardwood floors, oak staircase, master suite with soaking tub,  
stall shower and walk-in closet.  1st floor 5th Bedroom/office,  

3rd full bath. 2nd floor laundry room. The basement is finished with  
half bath. multi zone central air and gas heat. 75x100 setting on a quiet  
short street near recreational areas and schools. offered at $1,049,000.

ERA Village Green Realtors 
35 Brant Avenue, Clark 

732-381-7477 
eravillagegreen.com 

Serving Clark and vicinity since 1968.
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TICKETS NOW ON SALE FOR 24TH ANNUAL PIPES OF CHRISTMAS
The Pipes of Christmas will celebrate its 24th 

joyous season with performances in New Jersey 
and New York this December. The holiday 
favorite opens on Saturday, December 17 at 
Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church, located at 
921 Madison Avenue (at 73rd Street) for two 
performances at 2 and 7PM. The concert moves 
across the Hudson River on Sunday, December 
18 to Central Presbyterian Church located at 70 
Maple Street in Summit, NJ also with 
performances at 2 and 7PM. 

For those weary of the ceaseless stream of 
secular seasonal music from department stores to 
TV, the Pipes of Christmas offers a spiritual and 
traditional take on the season that connects 
concertgoers to the holiday in a fresh, meaningful 
way. The show features tunes such as, “Highland 
Cathedral,” “Joy to the World”, and “Amazing 
Grace”, all performed live on pipes and drums, 
harp and fiddle, and organ and brass and more. 
Not only does the performance define Christmas 
cheer, but also it inspires those of Celtic descent 
to retrace and reconnect to their ancestry. 

According to producer Robert Currie, “We are 
absolutely delighted to be bringing our concert 
back to full force after two devastating years 
weathering the Covid pandemic. Supporting our 
GoFundMe campaign will continue to make these 
concerts possible.” 

The 2022 production marks the NYC solo 
debut of soprano Sharon Lyons originally from 
Dublin, Ireland. 

The concert presents the music of Christmas 
accompanied by readings taken from the Celtic 
literature of Scotland, Ireland, and Wales. In 
addition to Ms. Lyons, featured performers 
include James Robinson from the film 
“Braveheart,” New England fiddle champion 
Paul Woodiel, champion harpist Rachel 
Clemente, and the Pipe Major Kevin Ray 
Blandford Memorial Pipe Band from Redlands, 
CA among many more. 

PROCEEDS SUPPORT SCHOLARSHIPS AND MORE 
Proceeds from the concert support an extensive 

music scholarship program, which include annual 
gifts to the National Piping Centre and the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland (both located in 
Glasgow, Scotland) the Gaelic College of Nova 
Scotia and the Carol Hassert Memorial Fine Arts 
Scholarship at Summit (NJ) High School.  

Proceeds also support the annual Tartan Day 
on Ellis Island celebration and the Society’s 
sponsorship of the US National Scottish Harp 
Championship, the Gaelic Literature Competition 
at Scotland’s Royal National Mod, and an 
academic research prize at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, 
Scotland’s Gaelic college on the Isle of Skye. 

Each year, concert highlights are webcast in hi-
definition over the Christmas holiday to a global 
audience in cooperation with HomeTowne 
Television. In addition to winning multiple Telly 
Awards for broadcast production excellence, the 
2020 virtual concert was a finalist for the coveted 
MG Alba Trad Music Award presented annually 
in Scotland. 

The concert is still accepting Title Sponsors as 
well as Program Ads. These gifts help offset 
production expenses and add help fund our 
scholarships. 

TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW 
Tickets may be purchased online exclusively 

through ShowTix4U at www.showtix4u.com (be 
certain you select the event name and date in the 
search engine). Reserved patron seats are 
available at both venues. 

 
ABOUT “THE PIPES OF CHRISTMAS” 

Since making its debut in 1999, The Pipes of 
Christmas has played to standing room only 
audiences. Now a cherished holiday event, the 
concert provides audiences with a stirring and 
reverent celebration of the Christmas season and 
the Celtic spirit. Audience-goers return year 
after year to experience the program, many 
reporting that the Pipes of Christmas has 
become part of their family’s annual Christmas 
tradition. 

The concert has been lavished with critical 
acclaim. In his review for Classical New Jersey 
Magazine, Paul Somers wrote, “The whole 
evening was constructed to introduce gem after 
gem and still have a finale which raised the roof. 
In short, it was like a well-constructed fireworks 
show on the Glorious Fourth. The Westfield 
Leader described the concert as “a unique sound 
of power and glory nowhere else to be found.”

(above) Pipers from the Kevin Ray Blandford 
Memorial Pipe Band are returning to the East 

Coast this December to join the company of the 
24th annual “Pipes of Christmas” concerts. 

(above) Soprano Sharon Lyons originally from 
Dublin, Ireland, will make her NYC solo debut 
at the 2022 Pipes of Christmas concerts in NY 

and NJ.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2022 AT 11 AM 
Holiday Craft & Vendor Bazaar 

Knights of Columbus, 37 South Ave., Garwood NJ
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FIREFIGHTER VISIT TO VALLEY ROAD SCHOOL
Captain Matt Costello of the Elizabeth fire 

department, and uncle to Valley Road School 
student Cameron Lott, recently visited the Valley 
Road School’s kindergarten classes to discuss fire 
safety during Fire Prevention Week. Captain 
Costello wowed the students with his real-life 
equipment and sharing stories about the job of a 
firefighter. He modeled his uniform and showed 
the students how he might sound different with 
his mask on, but it's only so he can do his job 
safely and that they should not be afraid! The 
children learned life-saving information like "get 
out and stay out" as well as discussing what fire 
safety plan their family has, and where their 
smoke detectors are. Captain Costello took the 
time to listen to all the kindergarteners stories. 
According to Kindergarten Teacher Kim Nacht, 
“We are so thankful for his visit and the lessons 
he taught our students!”

Photo by Clark Public Schools

Cell 908-202-1702 O: 908-233-5555 ex: 117 
ElizabethBHomes.com 
Efax 908-935-0960 • elizabeth.bataille@gmail.com  

209 Central Ave,Westfield, NJ 07090 
Elizabeth Bataille 

Sales Associate

The highest compliment I can receive 
is a referral from a satisfied client.

Top 1%  
Sales Associate  

Nationwide
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USE THEM OR LOSE THEM… 
DENTAL BENEFITS DON’T CARRY OVER! 
Maximize your treatment with 2 years of insurance. Start now with your  

2022 coverage and complete treatment with 2023 benefits! Don’t wait  
until December to start treatment. Call today and avoid the year-end rush.

Dr. Robert V. Scalera, Jr., Director 908-322-7800 
567 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains NJ • www.njdentalcare.com

If your dentures … 
   • Are loose 
   • Over 5 years old 
   • Have been repaired many times 
Or . . . 
   • You would like to improve your smile 
Then call . . . 
   For an appointment today!  

The doctors at Dentalcare Associates  
will provide all your denture needs. 

• 1 hour denture repairs  
• 3 hour lab relines laboratory on premises  
• All repairs schedule permitting 

It’s time for new dentures!

Ask about 
implant supported dentures.

• Most Insurances Accepted • Interest Free Financing •

u a r q

COFFEE WITH A COP
The Clark Police Department held their first-

ever Coffee With a Clark Cop event on Monday, 
November 14 at Manny’s Diner. Coffee With a 
Cop is part of a nationwide effort by law 
enforcement agencies to meet with the 
community they serve over a cup of joe and get 
to know each other. 

“It is an important event to help our residents 
to get to know Clark Police Officers and for us 
to know them,” said Captain Christian Lott. “ It 
was a great success and we look forward to 
holding more events with the community in the 
future.” 

Community members came and went 
throughout the morning to join police officers for 
coffee and light refreshments The event was 
organized through a joint effort between the 
Clark Police, Clark Township and the Clark PBA 
Local 125.

CLARK PATRIOTS’ NIGHT EVENT
Submitted by Susan Alacchi 

The Clark Volunteer Emergency Squad was on 
hand when the Township honored Clark Veterans 
on Friday, October 7. The event preceded the ALJ 
football game against Hillside.  

“The stands were pretty full,’ said EMT Mike 
Hajkowski, who was on hand with EMT Gary 
Wagner. Gary is one of the squad’s longest-
running members, serving the community since 
1974.  

The Squad was on hand to tend to any medical 
problems. Fortunately, our expertise was not 
required. The Crusaders bowed to the Hillside 
Comets with a final score of 33 – 7, making the 
Crusaders 4 - 2 for the season.  

The Clark Volunteer Emergency Squad has 
been serving the Clark community since 1941, 
supported entirely by donations. Donations can 
be mailed to The Clark Volunteer Emergency 
Squad at 875 Raritan Road Clark.

(above) The Clark Volunteer Emergency Squad 
was on hand when the Township honored Clark 

Veterans on Friday, October 7.
Photos by Mike Hajkowski

EMERGENCY SQUAD 
DOES TRUNK OR TREAT

Clark Recreation and Clark PBA joined forces 
and held its annual “Trunk Or Treat.” The Clark 
Volunteer Emergency Squad was on hand to join 
in the fun. EMTs Gary Wagner and Laurie 
Sheldon decorated an ambulance and handed out 
treats to all the visitors. Laurie and Gary are two 
of the squad’s longest serving members. Sheldon 
is a Professor and EMT Program Director at 
Union College of Union County. Both are 
familiar faces at events around town. 

The squad is currently seeking members who 
are interested in serving the community while 
making new friends. Anyone interested in joining 
can email salacchi@hotmail.com for an 
application. The squad provides all training. All 
you need is enthusiasm and a desire to help 
people.

(above) EMT Gary Wagner

Courtesy photo

ORANGE MATTRESS 
——- C U S T O M  B E D D I N G  ——-

A Family Business Since 1902.

• Matresses 
• Box Springs 
• Round Beds 
• Adjustable Beds 

• Mattress Toppers 
• Pillows 
• Hybrid Mattresses 
• Custome Sheets

800-761-1100 
mycustombedding.com

CUSTOM MATTRESSES MADE TO ORDER! 
Any Size • Natural • Double Sided • Affordable Mattresses

Call Today  
or Visit Our  
Showroom 
in Clark, NJ. 
1049 Raritan Road

908-607-3211 
AIPMobilityPlus.com

Stay in the home and 
community you love!

STAIR LIFTS 
GRAB BARS • RAMPS
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“Your Home Sold, Guaranteed . . . or We Buy IT!”

CLARK BUSINESS ALLIANCE JOINS GWACC 
Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

members will benefit from this relationship.”  
Clark Mayor Sal Bonaccorso said, “I am 

excited to see the Clark Business Alliance as 
part of GWACC working with businesses in 
town. We need to support our local businesses in 
any way we can, they are the heartbeat of a 
thriving community.” 

All future networking event information and 
registration can be found on the GWACC 
website, GWACCNJ.com. 
ABOUT THE GWACC 

Established over 74 years ago, the GWACC is 
the primary business organization in Clark, 
Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Garwood, 
Mountainside, and Westfield. The chamber 
promotes local business opportunities, economic 
development, and community growth. The 
GWACC includes 500 member businesses and 
nonprofit organizations.  

For more information,  
go to GWACCNJ.com  
or call Gene Jannotti at 908-233-3021.

GWACC Chamber of Commerce at its 
November Board of Director meeting approved 
the addition of the Clark Business Alliance, and 
the Irish Business Association (IBA) to the 
GWACC Chamber. GWACC will now cover six 
towns, Clark, Fanwood, Garwood, 
Mountainside, Scotch Plains, and Westfield.  

Elected to the GWACC Board of Directors for 
a one-year term were Alan Tennant, President of 
the Clark Business Alliance, and Steve Flood, 
President of the Irish Business Association. 
These additions will afford exceptional access to 
business professionals in all six towns.  

The first meeting in Clark took place at 
Manny’s Diner on November 10 and was 
sponsored by the Clark Township. GWACC will 
now continue to schedule and publicize IBA and 
Clark Township events.  

Gene Jannotti, GWACC CEO stated, “This is 
the first expansion of GWACC in many years 
and it will bring a new group of business 
professionals into the organization. All existing 

VILLAGE INSURANCE AGENCY 
95 Westfield Avenue  •  Clark, NJ  •  732-396-4466 
www.Village-Insurance.com
Auto • Home • Business

We are agents for 26 major companies including 
Progressive, Travelers, CNA, Hanover and NJ Skylands

Aldo Tripicchio 
Serving the Clark community since 1979

To help you prepare for life’s challenges,  
Village Insurance offers a wide range of  
services and products for individuals,  
families and businesses who are seeking  
financial protection and peace of mind. 

We do business the old fashioned way,  
through personal relationships. 90% of our  
business comes from satisfied clients’ referrals.

Save up to 40% by bundling  
auto and home insurance.

Call us for a FREE estimate 
before you renew your insurance.

GIANNA FRINO 
RECEIVES HEISMAN 

SCHOLARSHIP
Arthur L. Johnson High School Senior Gianna 

Frino recently received The 2022 Heisman High 
School Scholarship awarded by the Heisman 
Trophy Trust. 

School Winners will continue on for the 
chance to become State Winners, National 
Finalists or National Winners. State Winners 
receive a $1,000 college scholarship, National 
Finalists receive a $2,000 college scholarship and 
the male and female National Winners will each 
receive a $10,000 college scholarship. 

The Heisman High School Scholarship 
program honors the nation’s most accomplished, 
community-minded high school senior athletes. 
By inviting male and female students from 
schools across the country to share their stories 
of leadership and impact, the program aims to 
inspire all students to harness their potential, push 
their limits, and use their talents not only to 
advance their own futures, but to improve the 
communities and world around them.

(above) ALJ Assistant Principal Katrina 
Poskay, Heisman School Scholarship Recipient 
Gianna Frino, and ALJ Principal Tara Oliveira

Photo by Clark Public Schools
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1043 Raritan Rd., Clark, NJ 07066 
www.nespinecenter.com 

Call 732-827-0800 
for your RISK-FREE Consultation!

Northeast 
Spine& 

Wellness 
Center

JOIN IMAGINE’S TEAM 
OF VOLUNTEERS

November is Children’s Grief Awareness 
Month and at Imagine, A Center for Coping with 
Loss we‘re spending this month honoring the 
children who come to us for support by doing all 
we can to ensure that no child grieves alone. One 
of the ways that we’re working to bring free grief 
support groups to more children is by bringing 
them to more communities, most recently to the 
Newark community. 

In October, Imagine began offering free grief 
support groups every other week on Thursday 
evenings at the Boys and Girls Club of Newark 
on Avon Avenue. As these groups continue to 
grow, our need for volunteer facilitators will 
grow as well. Imagine’s volunteer facilitators are 
the heart of our support group program. 
Facilitators first complete a three-day training to 
prepare them to create safe spaces and be loving 
listeners for the children, youth, young adults and 
adults in Imagine’s support groups.  

Imagine staff are planning a training for adults 
interested in facilitating Imagine’s Newark 
support groups.  The training will be held at the 
Teach for America location in Newark December 
9-11 from 9 am-5 pm each day. If you're 
interested in making a difference in the lives of 
grieving families and would like to participate in 
this life-changing training, we'd like to hear from 
you! Imagine's training will prepare you to be 
present for the children and families that 
participate at Imagine, help you support those in 
your family and community who are grieving and 
also provide an opportunity for you to receive 
support for losses you've experienced. Those 
interested in this training can complete this form 
https://forms.office.com/r/RGwq323gHg or 
contact Imagine’s Newark Program Manager, 
Sonia Nunez at sonia@imaginenj.org. 

Please join us in honoring Children’s Grief 
Awareness Month by considering joining 
Imagine’s amazing team of volunteers.  We hope 
to welcome you to the Imagine community. 

Imagine offers free year-round grief support 
groups for children ages 3-18 and young adults 
19-30 who are coping with a loss due to death. 
Concurrently, support groups are available for the 
parents and guardians of the children in the 
groups and offered in English and Spanish. 
Imagine also offers grief and loss education and 
training to the community. For more information 
please contact Imagine at 908-264-3100 or 
info@imaginenj.org.
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HANUKAH:  A HOLIDAY OF LIGHTS AND MIRACLES
TV commercials are filled with the sounds and 
traditions of Christmas. 

But regardless of where Hanukah falls in the 
calendar, I would suggest the following four 
reasons why Hanukah is a ‘major’ Jewish 
holiday and has lessons for both Jews and our 
non-Jewish neighbors to learn from share: 
1. Hanukah represents the first victory in human 

history for religious freedom. Had the Jewish 
Maccabees not won their war with the 
Greek/Syrian kingdom, Judaism may have 
died out and Christianity and Islam, both of 
which have roots in Judaism, may never have 
developed. The Jewish people celebrate the 
value for all of us to celebrate our respective 
religious traditions. 

2. Hanukah teaches us religious tolerance and to 
celebrate diversity and pluralism. As America 
becomes more diverse and welcomes citizens 
of many different religions from around the 
world, we learn from each other and how 
much we have in common. 

3. Hanukah reinforces the ability and 
opportunity of each minority to teach, learn 
and celebrate its religious traditions and its 
principles and unique ethnic and religious 
identity while we all share and believe in the 
values of freedom and democracy. 

4. Hanukah reminds us of the modern-day 
miracles that we have participated in: the 
redemption of over one million Jews from 

the former Soviet Union who were not 
allowed to learn about their Jewish faith and 
practice Judaism while under Communist 
rule; the rescue and welcoming of over 
100,000 Jews from Ethiopia and the rescue 
and of endangered Jews and other Jewish 
communities around the world. We must 
always be prepared to deliver the few from 
the many, the weak from the mighty and the 
righteous from the wicked. 
Finally, I would like to share that the word 

“Hanukah” means ‘dedication’ and comes from 
the same Hebrew word as ‘education.’ Hanukah 
is about making sure that we maintain our 
Jewish identity, that we teach our children, the 
values, the history, the rich heritage which is 
ours to embrace and pass on to the next 
generation. May the lights of our Hanukah 
menorah symbolize our love for Judaism, our 
right to practice Judaism as a minority while at 
the same time, sharing symbols of light and the 
theme of miracles with those who celebrate 
Christmas even as all of us strive to make the 
world a better place. For our Jewish tradition has 
taught us this eternal message: “It is better to 
light one candle than to curse the darkness.”     
Happy Hanukah and Happy Holidays to all! 

Rabbi Paul Kerbel is the spiritual leader  
of Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim in Cranford  

and the current chair of the Cranford  
Clergy Council.

Submitted by Rabbi Paul David Kerbel 
Hanukah is a ‘major’ Jewish holiday. You 

might be surprised by that. Most rabbis and 
Jewish educators would say just the opposite, 
that Hanukah is a ‘minor’ Jewish holiday. From 
the perspective of religious Jewish law, 
Hanukah does not have the same religious 
significance of Rosh Hashanah (the Jewish New 
Year), Yom Kippur (our Day of Atonement and 
forgiveness), Passover (our Festival of 
Freedom), Shavuot (the holiday where we 
celebrate the revelation of the Five Books of 
Moses), and Sukkot (our Fall festival 
celebrating the end of the summer harvest and 
our relationship with God). 

Hanukah is a ‘major’ Jewish holiday 
culturally and ethnically. One of the ways we 
can understand any religion is not just what the 
religion ‘teaches’ but what its followers actually 
observe and practice. More Jews observe 
Hanukah than any other ritual, other than 
participating in a Passover Seder. Part of 
Hanukah’s ‘popularity’ is that it falls in the 
Jewish calendar between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. 

Hanukah represents a powerful response to 
the feelings of exclusion and of being a minority 
in the larger Christian culture of America and 
allows members of the Jewish community to 
celebrate its own traditions and be proud of the 
Jewish heritage even as the airwaves, malls and 
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Visit us at: 
11 Westfield Avenue 

Clark, NJ 07066 
 

732.388.4292 
www.amjewelers.com 
uri@amjewelers.com 

 
 Follow us @a.m.juniors

IT WOULDN’T BE 

THE HOLIDAYS 

WOTHOUT THE 
ORNAMENTS

CUPCAKE DECORATING WITH SWEET SAMANTHA
Clark Public Schools 

The Clark Public School District's Parent 
University Program presents Winter Cupcake 
Decorating with Sweet Samantha, runner-up on 
Food Network’s Cake Wars. Each parent/child 
pair will decorate 3 cupcakes together: a polar 
bear, a snowman, and gingerbread.  

The event will take place on Thursday, 

December 8 at 6 p.m. in the Arthur L. Johnson 
High School Cafeteria. To register for this event, 
contact Christine Broski at 
cbroski@clarkschools.org or call 732-574-9600 
x3355 by December 1. Space is limited! Open to 
all parents and students attending the Clark 
Public Schools. All students must be 
accompanied by a parent.

MENORAH LIGHTING
The Union County Torah Center-Chabad is 

pleased to announce that there will be a Menorah 
Lighting ceremony in Cranford across from the 
municipal building near the gazebo on 
Springfield Ave., on Wednesday, December 21, 
at 6:30 p.m. Rabbi Paul Kerbel of Temple Beth-
El in Cranford & Rabbi Levi Block of the Union 
County Torah Center-Chabad will both give 
Chanukah remarks to the attendees. 

For the first time in Cranford there will be a 
“Gelt Drop” where a fireman will rain down 
chocolate gelt from high atop the fire ladder 
while children (and adults) have the opportunity 
to collect as much chocolate gelt as they can. 
There will also be LED light up dreidel and 

menorah necklaces for all children in attendance, 
and of course delicious Chanukah donuts. 

Chanukah, the Festival of Lights, begins on 
Sunday, December 18 at sundown and continues 
through Sunday, December 25. Chanukah 
focuses largely on the meaning of civil liberties 
and religious freedom and has served as a source 
of this message for nearly twenty-two centuries. 
The Menorah contains a universal message for 
all people of all faiths – a message of freedom, 
of good over evil, of light over darkness.  

For more information please call  
the Torah Center-Chabad at 908-789-5252,  
email info@torahcenterchabad.org   
or visit torahcenterchabad.org

locally owned since 1984 

www.vdsnj.com 
facebook.com/vdsnj 
email: ira@vdsnj.com 
908-964-4004 
406 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ 07083

HOME MOVIES 
TRANSFERRED 
to digital files & DVD
• Video Tape Transfers 
• DVD & Flash Drive Duplication 
• Audio Cassette to CD 
• Reel to Reel Audio to CD 
• LP to CD 
• High Speed Photo & Slide Scanning 
• Foreign Conversions

Video Production & Editing 
Training • Sales • Documentary
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO KNOW HOW MUCH YOUR HOME IS WORTH?  
Call us now for your FREE home evaluation, you will be nicely surprised!  

Serving Clark for over 35 years!  

“We truly ARE your Hometown Realtors”

732-815-1550 
21 Brant Avenue, Clark NJ 07066  

www.clarknj.realestate 

ROBERT MICHAEL 
REALTY

Private Rooms Accommodate Guests 
Ranging from 25-200 

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK (Closed Mondays) 
for ala carte dining 

Gift Certificates Always Available 
Call about our daily lunch & dinner specials. 

(908) 862-0020 
1700 W. Elizabeth Ave. Linden, NJ 

www.amiciristorante.com 
#njitaly

8 pm – 2 am  Featuring:  
FAMILY STYLE DINNER 
PREMIUM OPEN BAR 

• Cold Antipasto  
• Pasta Course • Salad  

• Filet Mignon & Broiled Salmon 
• Potatoes and Vegetables  
• Cookies Pastries, Coffee 

Champagne Toast at Midnight 
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 
Noisemakers and Hats provided 

$125 per person  
Advanced ticket sales only. Reservations 
also being accepted for al la carte dining.

2023

FOODSTOCK FOOD DRIVE GRATEFUL FOR CLARK COMMUNITY 
and the results are tracked on an Excel 
spreadsheet for easy reference. The food is then 
delivered to the Community Foodbank of New 
Jersey in Hillside. 

While this is the main source of donations, the 
HRA staff and the patrons of Saint Agnes church 
also make donations throughout the year which 
is added to the total. Prior goals of 500 pounds 
and then 750 pounds were met or exceeded in 
previous years. This year our goal was 1,500 
pounds and that was surpassed by May of last 
school year. Our total pounds collected for the 
year was 1,684 lbs.That number was 12.26% 
over our goal of 1,500 lbs.  

The transition class is grateful for the 
generosity of the Clark community with a special 
shout out to our neighbors in the vicinity of 
Lefforts Lane. They provided 12 donation bags 
in a neighborhood of 32 houses for a total of 
156.4 pounds. They were our number one 
neighborhood for the year. Honorable mention 
and gratitude goes to the neighborhoods in the 
vicinity of Amelia Drive, Wendell Place and 
Ginesi Drive. Donations from Saint Agnes 
patrons and the HRA staff and students represent 

approximately 45% percent of the total. Thanks 
also goes to our maintenance staff for their 
assistance and the HR administration for their 
support and cooperation. Thanks to the 
Foodstock organization for creating the model, 
donating all of the bags used to collect food and 
for their inspiration and support.  

So what’s next? We’ve started a collaboration 
with Multiplying Good, a nonprofit that promotes 
service to the community. Through their Students 
In Action program, we are dreaming of a bigger 
goal for this coming year. If you would like to 
contribute or assist, please be on the lookout for 
a food collection bag coming to you in the year 
to come, or reach out to us directly at 
transition@honorridge.org or just drive around to 
the back of St. Agnes church on Madison Hill 
Road and drop off your donation in the bin inside 
the lobby of the school.   

Honor Ridge Academy is a New Jersey state-
approved private school for students with 
disabilities who have a combination of 
behavioral, social, emotional, and learning 
disabilities. For more information visit 
www.honorridge.org.

(above) Staff and students from Honor Ridge Academy.
Courtesy photo

At Honor Ridge Academy (HRA) teamwork 
provides food for those in need. HRA has a 
history of service in our community dating back 
to 2014. Food is collected using a variety of 
methods. The first is the usual contribution 
request using a donation bin located at the front 
door of the school. This is augmented by a unique 
food collection process that reaches out to the 
community. This process is a takeoff from the 
nonprofit organization Foodstock, Inc. that 
started out by reaching out to neighbors directly 
and collecting food door-to-door. The food drive 
at HRA is led by the staff and students of our 
Transition program. The teamwork starts there.  

The first step in the process is printing a map 
of our target neighborhood with approximately 
30 to 50 houses. Next, we make up donation bags 
with specific instructions including pick up day 
and rain date. The next step in the process is 
dropping the bags on the front porch of each 
house. The transition students then return to the 
neighborhood on the designated day and collect 
the food donations. The percentage of bags 
donated from each of the targeted neighborhoods 
are tabulated. The food is weighed and packed up 
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CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 800-206-8529

$350-$450

$250-$350

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12-31-22.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12-31-22.

FOUNDATION REPAIRS BEFORE & AFTER

CHIMNEY LINERS

SLATE ROOF SPANISH STYLE ROOF NEW STEPS

CHIMNEY REPAIRS SHINGLE ROOF FLAT TOP ROOF

24/7 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE ANY ROOF REPAIR

ANY CHIMNEY JOB

$800OFF ANY NEW 
ROOF JOB

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer. 

Expires 12-31-22.

15% SENIOR CITIZEN 
DISCOUNT

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12-31-22.

GUTTER CLEANING
STARTING AT $65

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12-31-22.

MAGIC IMPROVEMENTS (800) 206-8529 
With this coupon. May not be combined with any other offer.  

Expires 12-31-22.

$300OFF ANY JOB
of $2,000 or more

OFF

100% 
Financing 

Available
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UNION COUNTY DAY OF PRAYER
On Thursday, October 27, over 130 people 

attended the Union County Day of Prayer 
organized by Community Access Unlimited 
(CAU) and the Union County Interfaith 
Coordinating Council (UCICC). 

It was the 8th annual “Day of Prayer” event, 
hosted by Temple Emanu-El in Westfield. The 
event featured a variety of inspirational speakers 
and performers from Jewish, Muslim, Hindu, 
Christian, Sikh, and Buddhist faiths. The service 
included a chant from the International Society 
for Krishna Consciousness of Central New Jersey 
and musical offerings from Shimon Smith, 
Cantorial Soloist/Artist in Residence at Temple 
Emanu-El, who shared Hebrew songs with 
attendees. 

CAU spearheaded UCICC in 2012 to build 
bonds in the interfaith community and encourage 
the respect and welcoming of others regardless 
of faith, sexual orientation, legal status, or ability. 
CAU is based in Union County and works 
statewide to assist people with developmental 

disabilities and youth at risk to integrate into the 
community through support services and support 
coordination. CAU services include housing, 
education, employment services, behavioral 
management, advocacy and more. 

Rev. LL DuBreuil, who has been a part of 
UCICC since the first Day of Prayer, said “I was 
looking for this kind of community because I 
believe that when we all come together in 
celebration…then we’re already ready to be 
together in difficult times. UCICC does not only 
have these worship experiences, but we 
sometimes do vigils and marches and we raise 
money for causes. And it’s because we know 
each other from this that we can more easily work 
together when times are more difficult.” 
DuBreuil is the Interim Pastor of Willow Grove 
Presbyterian Church, Scotch Plains. 

Joyce Cargle, a longtime CAU member, said 
of the event, “We learned inclusion and we 
learned about community today.”

(above) The Union County Day of Prayer was held on Thursday, October 27,  
with over 130 people in attendance.

• Individual and Business Tax Returns 
• Full Service Accounting 
• Estate and Inheritance Tax Returns 
• Financial Planning

732-382-2272 
AngeloCPAfirm.com 

18 Brant Avenue • Clark, NJ 07066 

Serving the Public since 1984

Let us help you make 
this year a great success!

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
ALL PHASES OF ELECTRICAL WORK 
• FIXTURES • OUTLETS • PANEL CHANGE  
• SECURITY • HIGHHATS • CEILING FANS

WIRED RITE 
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

201-600-3530

Free 
Estimates

Senior 
Citizen  

Discount

24 Hour 
Emergency Service

Fully Insured Free Estimates

SLATE - TILE - ASPHALT SHINGLES

908-389-0200

Lic. # 
13VH06601300

(908) 276-5367 
(201) 666-0003 

358 North Avenue East 
Cranford, NJ 

www.reynolds-plumbing.net

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

Lou DiFabio 
Lic. #4237

Dan DiFabio 
Lic. #11749

REYNOLDS PLUMBING

SNOW PLOWING
COMMERCIAL 
RESIDENTIAL
Plan Ahead. Call today! 

732-850-2200 
We beat last 
year’s prices.

PARAMONT 
PAVING & MASONRY
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Quality Dumpster Rental Services
Galluzzo Brothers
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 

Short & Long term

RECYCLING SERVICE 
• WOOD, CONCRETE • ASPHALT  

• CARDBOARD • AND MORE 
GARBAGE REMOVAL SERVICE 

Municipal garbage removal 
& recycling services since 1998.

973-424-9640 
galluzzobrothers@aol.com 

galluzzobrothers.com 
24-hour Emergency Service Available.

NEW CUSTOMER DISCOUNT! 

$30 OFF 
With this coupon. One time discount for first time customers.  

Can’t be combined with other offeres. Expires 12/31/22
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JOSEPH OLBRYS 
ADVANCE FLOORING

908•265•6289 
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE TODAY! 
908•265•6289 
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE TODAY! 

ALSO: • Refinishing railings 
• Installation of molding 

• Patching of floors - Vinyl, Laminate 
• Deck power washing and refinishing 

 and so much more!

SPECIALIZING IN: HARDWOOD 
• INSTALLATIONS • SANDING  
• STAINING • REFINISHING

Fully Insured!

Today’s Solution to Yesterday’s Pollution

      Call: 908.964.2717 
www.OilTankSolutions.com 
Located in Kenilworth, NJ

We are your professional environmental 
contractor with over 40 years of experience!

OIL TANK REMOVAL 
WINTER SPECIAL $1,495

RETIRED POLICEMEN AND FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION LOCAL 3
Kenneth Grady (Ret) President of Local 3. 

Local 3 also participated in the National Red 
Ribbon week with Harding School officials. 
Harding School Counselor Kristen Jeans 

obtained the red ribbons which were handed out 
at the meeting. National Red Ribbon Week is in 
tribute to slain DEA Agent Enrique Camarena 
who was killed in 1985 in Mexico.

(above) Active and retired members of Local 3 participating in National Red Ribbon Week. 
National Red Ribbon Week is in tribute to slain DEA Agent Enrique Camarena who was killed in 

1985 in Mexico.

(above) Retired Police Chief Kenneth Grady, 
President of  the Retired Policemen and 

Firemen’s Association Local 3 of Union County 
presented a check in the amount of $1,000 to 

Scotch Plains Chief Ted Conley. The donation is 
to go towards the new construction of the 

“Fallen Officers Memorial “ which is under 
construction in front of the John H. Stamler 

Police Academy in Scotch Plains.

(above) Members of the Union County Prosecutor’s Office with retired Police Chief Kenneth 
Grady and Special Agent in Charge of the NYC DEA Office Frank Tarentino. Special Agent 

Tarentino addressed the members of Local 3 on the dangers of fentanyl. Members of Harding 
School were also invited. The meeting was in support of National Red Ribbon Week in tribute to 

slain DEA Agent Enrique Camarena. Red Ribbons were handed out to the membership.

The Retired Policemen and Firemen’s 
Association (NJRPFA) Local 3, is comprised of 
members from  of Union and Somerset counties. 
Monthly meetings are held at the Kenilworth 
VFW. 

The NJRPFA was established in 1987 to 
promote and develop a friendly spirit among its 
members, both retired and associate members. 
There are over 3,000 members of the association 
in various county Locals in NJ, as well as Local 
22 in the State of Florida. These members are 
retirees from State, County and Local 
Firefighters, Police, Sheriff, Prosecutors, and 
Attorney General's Office to name a few. These 
members reside in NJ, NY, PA, FL, VA, SC and 
many other states. 

If you live in Union County or Somerset 
County, please consider joining our Local 3 to 
keep abreast of major issues which may impact 
on your retirement benefits and issues that may 
be of value to you. Our yearly dues are $10. For 
more information visit: njrpfa.org/local3/ 

During our careers  as police and firemen, we 
never ignored a call for help from the public, we 
were always there and always ready, and now, 
that we are retired, we ask that we be--- not 
forgotten. We have over 300 members here in 
Union and Somerset Counties and we keep that 
comradery, and spirit of friendship by supporting 
our retired members, their families, and the 
community when they need help.  

A recent guest speaker at our monthly meeting 
was Special Agent in Charge of the NYC DEA 
office, Frank Tarentino. Agent Tarentino spoke to 
our membership along with officials from 
Kenilworth’s Harding School. The topic of the 
presentation was Fentanyl Awareness and the 
dangers of this drug coming into our country. 

Local 3 also presented a check to the Union 
County Police Chiefs Association. It will go 
towards the new construction of the “Fallen 
Officers Memorial” which is located in front the 
Police Academy in Scotch Plains. Scotch Plains 
Chief Ted Conley accepted the Check from Chief 
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“The Classy Choice 
In A Trashy Business”

ADDITIONAL SERVICES: 
• DEMOLITION PROJECTS 

CLEAN OUTS • BULK PICKUPS

Email Us A Picture 
And We’ll  
Send You 

A Free  
Estimate

$25 OFF 
ANY DUMPSTER RENTAL 
DELUCA DISPOSAL SOLUTIONS 
1-844-DELUCA-1 • 1-844-335-8221 

With this coupon. Limited Time Offer. 
Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. 

10% OFF 
JUNK REMOVAL 

DELUCA DISPOSAL SOLUTIONS 
1-844-DELUCA-1 • 1-844-335-8221 

With this coupon. Limited Time Offer. 
Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. 

1-844-DELUCA-1 • 1-844-335-8221 
www.delucadisposalsolutions.com 

Residential & Commercial 
FREE ESTIMATES • QUALITY SERVICE • FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

DUMPSTER 
RENTAL

JUNK REMOVAL

delucadisposalsolutions@gmail.com
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CLARK PUBLIC LIBRARY DECEMBER EVENTS

Tales for Tots 
Monday, December 5 & 12  at 10:00 am 

Stories and songs for active listeners. Geared 
toward ages 2-3 with a caregiver. Older children 
are welcome! 30 minutes of open play follows. 

Registration is required 
Afternoon Book Club 

Tuesday, December 6 at 1:00 pm 
Join us for our next afternoon book club 

meeting. We will be discussing "The All-Girl 
Filling Station's Last Reunion" by Fannie 

Flagg. Please speak with a librarian or email 
reference@clarklibrary.org if you need a copy 

of the book. 
Baby Bookworms 

Tuesdays, December 6 & 13 at 10:00 am 
Babies and toddlers are invited to listen to some 

books and learn some songs, rhymes, lap 
bounces, and fingerplays.  30 minutes of open 

play follows.  
Teen Gaming Club 

Tuesday, December 6 & 20, 
2:30 pm-4:30 pm 

Drop by the library for a fun afternoon of 
gaming. Open to Grades 6-12. 
Dickens: A Christmas Carol 

Thursday, December 8 at 7:00 pm  
Actress Alisa Dupuy will present a one-woman 

telling of Charles Dickens's classic, "A 
Christmas Carol." Fan, Ebenezer Scrooge's 

sister, will be portrayed in a performance where 
you will laugh, cry, and leave in the spirit of 

the season. 
Stories & More 

Friday, December 9 at 10:00 am 
Stories, movement, and songs followed by a 

simple craft for active listeners ages 3 -5 years 
old. Registration is required.   

Union County Aging Services Kiosk 
Monday, December 12 from 10 am-12 pm 

Do you have questions about services available 
in Union County for seniors or their caregivers?  

Come visit the Union County Aging Services 
Kiosk, speak to our specialist, and get answers 

to your questions. 
Teen Advisory Board Meeting 

Monday, December 12 at 4:00 pm 
The Teen Advisory Board (TAB) helps create, 
plan, and run teen programs and services they 
would like offered at the Clark Public Library. 

Open to teens in Grades 6-12. 
After School Board Games 

Tuesday, December 13 & 27 
at 2:30 pm- 5:00 pm  

Relax and hang out while playing games after 
school. Something specific you want to play? 

Bring it with you! 
Holiday Paper Snowflake Craft 

Wednesday, December 14 at 11:00 am 
Create a beautiful, three-dimensional paper 

snowflake. Makes a perfect holiday decoration. 
Open to ages 18+  

Trivia Nights: Marvel Cinematic Universe  
Thursday, December 15 at 7:00 pm 

Test your knowledge alongside your friends at 
our monthly trivia nights!  

Finger Painting Friday 
Friday, December 16 at 10:00 am 

No childhood is complete without some good, 
old-fashioned, messy finger painting.  We will 

read a story and then make some squishy, 
colorful creations.  Wear some old clothes! 

Clark residents will have priority registration. 
LEGO® Club 

Friday, December 16  from 3:15 pm-4:15 pm 
Join us for the LEGO® Club at the Clark Public 

Library! For children in grades K - 5. 
Maker Monday Magformers 

Monday, December 19 at 3:30 pm 
Join us as we use hands-on STEAM learning to 

create an object with the materials given. 
Registration is required. Masks are optional for 

programs. For ages 9-12  
Open Play for Little Ones 

Tuesdays, December 20 and 27 
from 10 am-11 am 

There's no storytime today, but please feel free 
to drop in for open play with the library's toys 

for toddlers! 
Make a Gingerbread House for Kids 
Wednesday, Dec 21 at 3:30 pm or 

Thursday, Dec. 22 at 6:30 pm 
Build your own "gingerbread" house with 

graham crackers. For ages 4 and up. We will be 
using food products. Ingredient labels will be 

available for any allergy concerns. Priority 
registration for Clark residents. Non-residents 
will be placed on the waitlist until it has been 

determined that there is enough room. 
Dog Man Afternoon 

Wednesday, December 28 from 3:00-4:00 pm 
Calling all Dog Man fans! Drop in for a special 
Dog Man event with craft and activity stations 

featuring our favorite canine cop and his 
friends!  We will also have Dog Man door prize 

drawings for those in attendance! 
Little Scientist Doodle Robots 

Thursday, December 29 at 3:30 pm 
Learn how to build and create with our Science 
Experiments! Each session will be a different 
experiment that will touch upon a different 

STEM skill. For ages 6-12. 
[Hybrid] Free Family Game Night BINGO  
Thursday, December 29 at 6:30 pm. 

Join us on Zoom or In-Person for Family Game 
Night! This month we will be playing Ocean 
BINGO! Children, Parents, and your child's 

Grandparents are invited to play along!  Prizes 
for winners and runners-up. *Must be willing to 
pick up prizes in person, they will not be mailed 

Take & Makes for Preschoolers - Adults 
Each month we have a new take-home craft to 

pick up and make at your leisure.  While 
supplies last, no registration. 

Tinker Tots 
Thursday, December 1 at 10:00 am 

Come join us for a morning of fun STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Math) 

activities perfect for little ones. For children 
ages 1 through Pre-K. Please register.  Clark 

residents will have priority registration.  
Little Scientist Rock Crystals 

Thursday, December 1 at 4 pm 
Learn how to build and create with our Science 
Experiments! Each session will be a different 
experiment that will touch upon a different 

STEM skill. For ages 6-12. 
Barks & Books 

Thursday, December 1, 7:00-8:00 pm or 
Tuesday, December 13 & 27, 4:00-5:00 pm 
If you have a young, reluctant, or struggling 

reader, we want you to meet our therapy dogs!  
Please register for a 15-minute time slot. 

StarLab Portable Planetarium 
Sunday, December 4 at 2:00 pm 

Explore the night sky in the portable StarLab 
Planetarium. For children ages 4-12, willing to 

enter the planetarium independently. 
Registration is required. 

303 Westfield Ave, Clark, NJ 07066 • Tel: 732-388-5999 x2 • Email: reference@clarklibrary.org • www2.youseemore.com/clarkpl/ 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 9:30 am - 9:00 pm • Wednesday, Friday, Saturday: 9:30 am - 5:00 pm • Sunday: Closed 

closed Friday, December 2, and Saturday, December 3 and Saturday, December 24-Monday, December 26 for the Christmas holiday. 
We will close at 1 pm on Saturday, December 31, and remain closed Sunday, January 1-Monday, January 2. 

We will reopen on Tuesday, January 3 with our regular hours. 

EVERY DAY IS A 
HOLIDAY

Theresa Loong visited the Clark Library to 
introduce her film "Every Day Is a Holiday" 
about her father, Dr. Paul Loong, who was a 
POW in WWII Japan. The upbeat story recounts 
his optimistic philosophy during his captivity and 
his quest to become an American Citizen. Ms. 
Loong hosted a question-and-answer session 
afterward and signed copies of the film. Pictured 
with Ms. Loong is Judy Doran representing the 
Clark American Legion Auxiliary and Friends of 
the Clark Library.

Courtesy photo
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908-251-9441 
Mrhandyman.com 

License number: 13VH09897400

- NO JOB TOO SMALL - 
- 100% SERVICE GUARANTEE - 

- 2500+ POSITIVE ONLINE REVIEWS -

10% DISCOUNT
On labor only, materials not included. Cannot be combined with other offers. Exp. 12/31/22.

ADOPTION DAY FETES YOUTH LEAVING FOSTER CARE FOR FAMILIES
early, but no complaints; it just means children 
received permanency even sooner. After Judge 
Daniel Roberts performed the adoption 
ceremonies, the festivities began: from roving a 
balloon artist and CASA Volunteer Dina 
Gharaibeh providing face painting to a musician 
and more than a dozen superheroes from the 
Union County Sheriff’s Heroes Initiative – the 
Batmobile even made an appearance – there was 
nothing but smiles to go around. 

Speakers included 17-year-old Maeve Boger-
O’Bryan of Cranford and Joseph Coston of Fair 
Lawn. Maeve discussed her own open adoption 
and Joseph shared his story as an adoptive parent 
of eight youth from the foster system. 

CASA of Union County provided family fun 
baskets with donated board and card games, 
fleece blankets, jars of popping corn, movie 
candy and more from David Brearley High 
School’s Bears that Care group, all packed into 
baskets donated by Cranford Girl Scout Troop 
40836. The high school bear mascot also made 
the rounds, much to the delight of the littlest 
adoptees and their siblings. In addition, each 

family received a ShopRite gift card made 
possible by a Union County Bar Association 
donation, as well as gifts from Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority’s Theta Phi Omega, Phi Eta 
Omega and Omega Psi Omega chapters. 

For details on CASA of Union County and 
becoming an advocate for a foster youth, contact 
Chanel at info@casaofunioncounty.org or log on 
to www.casaofunioncounty.org.

CASA of Union County 
On the morning of Thursday, Nov. 10, children 

from 18 months to 18 years gathered at the Union 
County Courthouse surrounded by courthouse 
staff and judiciary, county commissioners, area 
organizations and more – all there to celebrate 
youth reaching the long-awaited end to living in 
foster care with adoption into a forever family. 
Family courts see complex issues fraught with 
loss or discord nearly every day, yet Adoption 
Day is eagerly anticipated by all, as fresh starts 
and ample smiles fill the courthouse. 

November is National Adoption Month and 
National Adoption Day, celebrated the Saturday 
before Thanksgiving, is a national movement to 
raise awareness of children in foster care awaiting 
a family. Since its inception in 2000, more than 
75,000 children have found permanency on this 
day. Still, more than 110,000 youth in the United 
States need a permanent home and the average 
wait is four years. More than 23,000 youth 
nationwide age out of the system each year and 
must face life on their own. 

This year, Union County’s celebration came 

(above) The Honorable Daniel Roberts, J.S. C. 
(Adoption Day Judge), with David Brearley 

High School Bears That Care

(abobe) Superheroes from the Union County Sheriff’s Heroes Initiative.
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Advertise  
in 1 or all  
24 towns

Online at RennaMedia.com  
and NJLocalinfo.com

RENNA MEDIA NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET 
WE MAIL 160,000 NEWSPAPERS MONTHLY! 
Tina Renna 908-418-5586 • tinarenna@rennamedia.com 
Joe Renna 908-447-1295 • joerenna@rennamedia.com 

202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Call today for FREE consult on 
marketing and business plans.

Renna Media offers a full  
range of marketing services,  
in print and online, hyper- 
local to regional, for every  
budget and market size. 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
We mail 160,000 newspapers  

to every home and business in  
24 towns. You can advertise  

in any number of towns.  
Ads start at $60. 

FULL COLOR PRINTING 
We print flyers and menus,  

full color, two sided,  
on coated stock for only 

$45 per thousand. 

DIRECT MAIL 
Insert your flyer into the  

newspapers and get it mailed  
to every home and business for  
$60 per thousand and as low as  

$30 per thousand for higher 
quantities. 

ONLINE MARKETING 
Online ads and press releases  
designed and placed to drive  

traffic to your website and get  
your phone ringing. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
We can design and/or manage  
your social media campaign  

from passive to aggressive plans  
customized to work within  

your budget. 

WEBSITE AND 
SEO SERVICES 

Start with an audit/analysis  
of your website giving you a  
report and recommendations  

for $250. 
 

It is highly recommended to  
have a marketing plan and  

budget before spending.   

CALL JOE RENNA FOR A  
FREE CONSULTATION. 

908-447-1295

Marketing 
Toolbox
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FLYERS 

$45 
PER 1,000

MENUS 

$85 
PER 1,000

• GET UNLIMITED CLICKS 
An alternative to expensive pay-per-click programs 

• FREE AD DESIGN AND COPYWRITING 
Advertising webpage includes many features 
including write-up, images, video, Google map, etc. 

• POSTS ARE SHARED THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA 
Posts shared on multiple Facebook pages and twitter. 

• PAID SEARCH ENGINE PROMOTIONS 
Posts are promoted by industry, key words and location. 

• TRACKABLE RESULTS 
All ads include a live view counter.

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

Joe Renna at 908-447-1295 
email: JoeRenna@RennaMedia.com

ONLINE ADS & PRESS RELEASES 
DRIVE LOCAL TRAFFIC TO YOUR WEBSITE $10 

PER POST 
Block of 20 for $200 

Single poay is $20

Full Color Flyers and Menus Printed and Mailed  
to Every Home and Business in Town!
MENUS - PRINTING - $50 PER THOUSAND 
Rate is for quantities of 25,000 or more.  
For quantities less than 25,000 cost is $68 per thousand. 
11"x17" / Full color /2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock /  
Includes folding (quarter fold or tri-fold, with or without coupons tab) 

FLYERS - $35 PER THOUSAND 
8.5" x 11" / Full color / 2 sided / 60lb gloss coated stock /  
Tri-fold add $10 per thousand 

INSERTED AND MAILED TO EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS 
$60 per thousand. (as low as $30 per thousand depending on quanttiy.)

LOCAL TEEN HELPS RAISE MONEY 
FOR FAMILIES FACING PEDIATRIC CANCER

Nick Swandrak, 18, of Cranford, NJ, teamed 
up with retired NFL Coach Tom Coughlin to 
raise money for local families facing pediatric 
cancer on October 21 at Cipriani 42nd Street, 
New York. In a speech to a crowd of nearly 500 
professional athletes, celebrities and supporters 
at the Tom Coughlin Jay Fund’s annual 
Champions for Children Gala, Swandrak shared 
his own journey of being diagnosed and treated 
for acute lymphoblastic leukemia and his 
subsequent relapse earlier this year. The Jay 
Fund, the nonprofit founded by the two-time 
Super Bowl winning coach of the New York 
Giants, marked its 17th year of providing 
financial, emotional and practical support for 
families tackling pediatric cancer in the New 
York/New Jersey Metropolitan area. 

Swandrak knows all too well the challenges 
families face when a child is diagnosed with 
cancer, and he is passionate about raising 
awareness and funds to support them. He has 
spent much of the last four years enduring 
grueling cancer treatments and being isolated 
from his friends due to his 
immunocompromised condition. His family, 
like all families who have a child with cancer, 
has faced expensive medical bills coupled with 
rising inflation and record-high food costs.  

Swandrak and his family have been 
supported by the Jay Fund throughout his 
treatment.  

“The Jay Fund covered our mortgage 

payments when our bills became overwhelming 
and has given me experiences that I will never, 
ever forget,” Swandrak told the crowd of 
current and former New York Giants, business 
leaders and Jay Fund families and supporters. 

Swandrak’s emotional words captivated the 
audience, and his speech was one of the 
highlights of a night that raised $1.25 million 
for the Jay Fund and the families it serves in the 
New York/New Jersey Metropolitan area. 

“Nick is a remarkable young man and a 
current Jay Fund scholarship recipient,” said 
Mary Jane Pulzello, Managing Director of the 
Tom Coughlin Jay Fund in NY/NJ. “He 
received a standing ovation from the audience, 
as many were deeply moved by this young 
man’s courage and tenacity in fighting cancer 
for more than four years.” 

Swandrak thanked his medical team who 
continue to help him through this fight, as well 
as his friends and family who have lifted him up 
from day one. He saved his most heartfelt 
appreciation for his parents, stating their love 
and support have been everything to him. 

“As of today, I’ve had 126 chemo shots, 28 
spinal taps, and over 200 days sleeping on 
scratchy hospital sheets,” Swandrak told the 
crowd. “Fighting cancer is tough. You’re in bed, 
and sick a lot of the time. There are days that are 
a real struggle. But I’m looking forward to 
ringing that bell for the second time this 
December and being back in remission.”

(above) Nick Swandrak, a Cranford, NJ, teen 
who has been tackling pediatric cancer for 

more than four years, joined former NY Giants 
head coach Tom Coughlin and the Tom 

Coughlin Jay Fund to help raise funds for other 
NY/NJ children and their families facing 

childhood cancer.
Courtesy photo

WEBSITE / SEO SERVICES STARTER 
WEBSITE 

$500

Call Walter at 201-478-7408 
email: wwwinnj@gmail.com

• STARTER WEBSITE: $500 
Basic static site that can be developed further 

• WEBSITE CREATION/UPDATE: $2,400  
Cost for average website: 12 pages, contact form, SEO friendly, responsive design 

• WEBSITE HOSTING: $300 PER YEAR 
Includes website hosting, software updates, monthly website content updates 

• SEO SERVICES: AVERAGE COST $1,000 - $2,000 PER MONTH 
Custom tailored solutions: Google Ranking, Local SEO, Social Marketing 

Call for free a consultation if you need  
help developing an online marketing plan.
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870 ST. GEORGES AVE. 
(RT. 27) RAHWAY, NJ 07065 
email: wittyswines@gmail.com

Witty’s 
Fine Wine and Liquors

ORDER ONLINE AT  
www.wittyswine.com  

732-381-6776 

PICK-UP CURBSIDE

ORDER ONLINE AT  
www.metroliquors.com 

908-925-1770 
PICK-UP CURBSIDE 

OR DELIVERY

Visit our facebook page for news of next tasting event: 
facebook.com/metrolinden

We specialize in hard to find items 
and custom orders, just ask!

15% OFF 
Any purchase of  

12 bottles of wine 
Restriction apply.  

Coupons not valid on sale items.

10% OFF 
Any purchase of  
6 bottles of wine 

Restriction apply.  
Coupons not valid on sale items.

WHISKY 
Ballantine ........................................1.75L ...................... $28.97 
Buchanan's 12yrs old ......................750ml...................... $28.99 
Buchanan's 12yrs old ......................1.75L ...................... $57.99 
Bushmill's Irish ...............................1.75L ...................... $42.99 
Chivas Regal....................................750 ml..................... $29.99 
Chivas Regal....................................1.75L ...................... $58.99  
Chivas Regal 18 yrs old ..................750 ml..................... $72.99 
Crown Royal ....................................750ml...................... $28.99 
Crown Royal ....................................1.75L ...................... $50.99  
Dewars 12 yrs old............................750ml...................... $25.99 
Dewars 12 yrs old............................1.75L ...................... $45.99  
Dewars White Label ........................750 ml..................... $19.99 
Dewars White Label ........................1.75L ...................... $32.99  
Gentleman Jack ...............................750ml...................... $29.99 
Gentleman Jack ...............................1.75L ...................... $52.99  
Glenmorangie 10 yrs old .................750ml...................... $40.99 
Glenlivet 12 yrs old .........................750 ml..................... $50.99 
Glenlivet 12 yrs old .........................1.75L ...................... $97.99  
Grants ..............................................750ml...................... $15.99 
Grants ..............................................1.75L ...................... $23.99  
Jack Daniels ....................................750ml...................... $26.99 
Jack Daniels ....................................1.75L ...................... $47.99  
Jack Daniels Fire.............................750ml...................... $25.99 
Jack Daniels Fire.............................1.75L ...................... $47.99  
Jameson ..........................................750ml...................... $30.99 
Jameson ..........................................1.75L ...................... $56.99  
Jim Beam Whisky ............................1.75L ...................... $31.99 
Johhnie Walker Blue .......................750ml.................... $193.99 
Johhnie Walker Blue .......................1.75L .................... $425.99  
Johnnie Walker Black......................750ml...................... $28.99 
Johnnie Walker Black......................1.75L ...................... $59.99  
Johnnie Walker Double Black .........750ml...................... $34.99 
Johnnie Walker Red ........................750ml...................... $19.99 
Johnnie Walker Red ........................1.75L ...................... $33.99  
Macallan 12yrs old (double cask) ...750ml...................... $60.99 
Makers Mark....................................750ml...................... $28.99 
Makers Mark....................................1.75L ...................... $56.99 
  

GIN 
Beefeater .........................................1.75L ...................... $35.99 
Bombay Saphire ..............................1.75L ...................... $37.99 
Seagram's gin .................................1.75L ...................... $21.99 
Tanqueray ........................................750ml ..................... $21.99 
Tanqueray ........................................1.75L ...................... $36.99 
 

COGNAC & BRANDY 
Courvoisier V.S. ..............................750ml...................... $32.99 
Courvoisier V.S. ..............................1.75L ...................... $57.99  
Remy Martin V.S.O.P. .....................750ml...................... $49.99 
Remy Martin V.S.O.P. .....................1.75L .................... $104.99 
 

CORDIALS 
Bailey's Irish Cream ........................1.75L ...................... $47.99  
Duggan’s Irish Cream ......................1.75L ...................... $28.99  
Kahlua..............................................1.75L ...................... $39.99  
Krupnik.............................................750ml...................... $17.99 
Licor 43............................................750ml...................... $27.99 
Licor 43............................................1.75L ...................... $45.99  

VODKA 
Absolut (regular)..............................750ml...................... $19.09 
Absolut (regular)..............................1.75L ...................... $29.09  
Belvedere Vodka..............................750ml...................... $27.99 
Belvedere Vodka..............................1.75L ...................... $44.99  
Ciroc (all types) ...............................750ml...................... $29.99 
Ciroc (all types) ...............................1.75L ...................... $57.99  
Finlandia..........................................750ml...................... $15.99 
Finlandia..........................................1.75L ...................... $26.99  
Grey Goose ......................................750ml...................... $24.99 
Grey Goose ......................................1.75L ...................... $39.99  
Ketel One .........................................750ml...................... $19.99 
Ketel One .........................................1.75L ...................... $39.99 
Luksusowa Vodka ............................1.75L ...................... $23.99  
Pinnacle (all types)..........................750ml...................... $11.99 
Pinnacle (80 proof) .........................1.75L ...................... $17.99  
Skyy .................................................1.75L ...................... $21.99 
Sobieski ...........................................750ml...................... $12.99 
Sobieski ...........................................1.75L ...................... $20.99  
Stolichnaya (all types).....................1.75L ...................... $30.99 
Tanqueray Sterling ..........................750ml...................... $19.99 
Tanqueray Sterling ..........................1.75L ...................... $30.99  
Three Olives (all types) ...................1L ........................... $19.99 
Tito’s Vodka .....................................1.75L ...................... $30.99 

RUM 
Bacardi Light & Gold .......................750ml...................... $12.99 
Bacardi Light & Gold .......................1.75L ...................... $19.19  
Captain Morgan Spice .....................1.75L ...................... $25.99 
Malibu..............................................750ml...................... $18.99 
Malibu..............................................1.75L ...................... $27.99   

TEQUILA 
Deleon Blanco Tequila ....................750ml...................... $37.99 
Deleon Blanco Tequila ....................1.75L ...................... $59.99  
Patron Silver....................................750ml...................... $46.99 
Patron Silver....................................1.75L ...................... $99.99 
Cantera Negra Coffee Tequila .........750ml ..................... $26.99  

BEER 
Becks (12oz) 24pk ........................... 24pk....................... $27.99 
Blue Moon ....................................... 24pk ...................... $36.49  
Bud and Bud Lite cans ..................... 30pk ...................... $25.99  
Bud and Bud Lite loose bottles ........ 24pk ...................... $22.99  
Coors Lite (24oz) cans..................... 12pk ...................... $18.99 
Coors Lite/Miller Lite loose bottles . 24pk ...................... $22.99  
Coors Lite/Miller Lite ...................... 30pk....................... $25.99  
Corona/Corona Lite loose bottles .... 24pk ...................... $31.99  
Dab (16oz) cans ............................... 24pk ...................... $26.49  
Founders All Day IPA....................... 15pk ...................... $17.49  
Heineken/Heineken Lite bottles ...... 24pk ...................... $32.99  
Land Shark....................................... 24pk ...................... $28.69  
Lech (500ml) ................................... 20pk ...................... $32.99  
Modelo Especial cans...................... 24pk ...................... $30.99 
Pabst Blue Ribbon cans................... 30pk ...................... $20.99  
Pilsner Urquell ................................ 24pk ...................... $30.99  
Sam Adams Boston Lager .............. 24pk ...................... $35.25 
Stella Artois loose bottles................ 24pk ...................... $32.99  
Super Bock....................................... 24pk....................... $26.99 
Yuengling Lager bottles................... 24pk ...................... $23.99  
Zywiec (11.2oz) .............................. 24pk ...................... $21.99 

ABC prices prevail other prices, limited to store inventory.  
Not responsible for typographical errors.  

Prices may vary.

“Cold or warm Beer = Same Price” 
“Visit the store for more In-Store Specials!”

Like us on Facebook: Facebook.com/metrolinden and Facebook.com/wittyswines
Hours: Mon. thru Wed. 9am - 9pm, Thur. - Sat. 9am - 10pm, Sun. 10am - 7pm

1179 WEST ST. GEORGES AVE. 
(RT. 27) LINDEN, NJ 07036 

email: metroliquors@gmail.com

TWO 
LOCATIONS

q t y ]

WINE 
Bartenura Moscato ...................................750ml............. $11.99 
Barone Fini Pinot Grigio ..........................750ml............. $11.99 
Beringer White Zinfandel.........................750ml ............ $  5.99 
Beringer White Zinfandel.........................1.5L ............... $  9.49  
Black Box (All Types)...............................3L .................. $19.99 
Carnivor Cabernet Sauvignon...................750ml............. $10.99 
Casal Garcia Vinho Verde ........................1L .................. $  5.99 
Cavit (All Types) ......................................1.5L ............... $15.99 
Clos du Bois Chardonnay ........................1.5 L .............. $19.99 
Dom Perignon...........................................750ml........... $259.99 
Dreaming Tree (All Types).......................750ml............. $12.99 
Ecco Domani Pinot Grigio........................750ml ............ $10.99 
Adagio Pinot Grigio ..................................1.5L ............... $10.99 
Freixenet Brut, Extra, Extra Dry..............750ml ............ $10.99 
Gato Negro (All Types) ............................1.5L ............... $  9.99 
Gazela Vinho Verde ..................................750ml............. $  6.49 
Joseph Carr Cabernet Sauvignon.............750ml............. $29.99 
Kendall Jackson Vintners Chardonnay ....750ml ............ $13.99 
Kim Crawford Sauvignon Blanc ..............750ml ............ $14.99 
Louis Jadot Beaujolais Villages ..............750ml ............ $13.99 
Louis Jadot Pouilly Fuisse ......................750ml ............ $26.99 
Martini & Rossi Asti ................................750ml ............ $11.97 
Menage a Trois Red .................................750ml ............ $10.49 
Mi Amore Red...........................................750ml ............ $  8.99 
Moet Imperial Champagne.......................750ml............. $49.99 
Noble Wine 337, 667................................750ml............. $11.99 
Papi (All Types) .......................................1.5L ............... $11.99 
Ruffino Chianti .........................................750ml ............ $  8.99 
Ruffino Chianti .........................................1.5L ............... $13.97  
Ruffino Pinot Grigio .................................1.5L ............... $14.99 
Ruffino Tan label  ....................................750ml ............ $19.99 
Santa Margerita Pinot Grigio...................750ml ............ $22.09 
Silver Oak Alexander Valley Cabernet ....750ml ............ $84.99 
Simi Chardonnay......................................750ml............. $13.09 
Woodbridge (All Types) ..........................1.5L ............... $12.49

Hours: Mon. thru Sat. 9am - 10pm, Sun: 11am - 8pm


